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SPEECHES 


AND 


DEBATES 


I  N    T  H  E 


Houfe  of  Commons, 

DURING 

The  Sixth  and  Laft  Seffion  of  the  Sixth 
Parliament  of  Great-Britain, 


P  O  N  the   Death  of  his  Majefty  King  J,^^eUunS;i7z7, 
GEORGE  I,  the  Parliament,  though  onoccarionofthc' 

,  1  1       r  T  1        Ueath  of  King 

prorogued  to  the  27th  or  June,  met  on  the  Geo.-gei.  and  the 
15  th,  being  the  very  next  Day  after  the  ^"iV'^"^ 
Arrival  of  the  Exprefs  with  the  News  ;  in 
purfuance  of  the  Aft  of  the  4th  and  5  th  of 
Queen  Anne,  Chap.  8,  by  which  it  is  en- 
afted  as  follows,  viz.    '  That  this  prefent  Parliament,  or  any 

*  other  Parliament  hereafter  fummoned  by  her  Majefty,  her 

*  Heirs, and  Succeffors,  (hall  not  be  determined  or  diffolved  by 

*  the  Death  or  Demife  of  her  faid  Majefty,  or  of  her  Heirs 

*  and  Succeffors  i  but  fuch  Parliament  Ihall  continue,  and  im- 

V  0  L.  iL  A  '  mediately 


( 


) 


Anno  I.  Geo.  II. 

lyzy. 


The  Speech  of 
Kiii>;  George  11. 
to  t!.e  Parliameat, 
?t  hi.  Acctfiionto 
tJiC  CiuwQ. 


*  mediately  meet,  fit,  and  aft,  notwithftar.ding  fuch  Death  or 

*  Demife,  during  the  Time  of  fix  Months,  unJefs   the  fame 

*  fhall  be  fooner  prorogued,  or  diffolved,  by  fuch  Perfon  who 

*  fhall  be  next  Heir  to  the  Crown  of  this  Realm  inSucceffion.' 
The  Parliament  being  met  accordingly  was  prorogued  b)'  Com- 
miffion  from  his  Majefty  King  George  the  Second,  till  the 
27th  of  June,  on  which  Day  his  Majefty  came  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  and  being  feated  on  the  Throne  with  the  ufual  So- 
lemnity, and  the  Commons  being  fent  for  and  attending,  his 
Majefty  made  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  "T  Am  periuaded  that  you  all  Ihare  with  me  in  my  Grief 
"  X  and  Affliftion  for  the  Death  of  my  late  Royal  Father, 
"  which,  as  it  brings  upon  me  the  immediate  Care  and 
"  Weight  of  the  Government,  adds  very  much  to  my  Con- 
*'  cem,  left  I  fhould  not  be  as  fuccefsful  in  my  Endeavours, 
"  as  I  am,  above  all  Things,  defirous  to  make  you  a  great 
*'  and  happy  People. 

"  I  heartily  wifti,  that  this  firft  folemn  Declaration  of  my 
"  Mind  in  Parliament,  could  fufficiently  exprefs  the  Senti- 
"  ments  of  my  Heart,  and  give  you  a  perfeft  and  juft  Senfe 
"  of  my  fixed  Refolution,  by  all  poflible  Means,  to  m.erit 
*'  the  Love  and  Affedion  of  my  People,  which  I  fhall  al- 
•'  ways  look  upon  as  the  beft  Support  and  Security  of  my 
*'  Crown. 

*'  And  as  the  Religion,  Liberty,  Property,  and  a  due  Exe- 
"  cution  of  the  Laws,  are  the  moft  valuable  BlefTings  of  a 
"  free  People,  and  the  peculiar  Privileges  of  tins  Nation, 
"  it  fhall  be  my  conllant  Care  to  preferve  the  Conftitution 
"  of  this  Kingdom,  as  it  is  now  happily  eftabliihed  in  Church 
*•  and  State,  inviolable  in  all  its  Parts  ;  and  to  fecure  to  all 
"  my  Subjefts  the  full  Enjoyment  of  their  Religious  and  Civil 
«  Rights. 

"  1  fee  with  great  Pleafure  the  happy  EfFedls  of  that  Vigour 
*'  and  Refolution,  which  was  exerted  in  the  laft  Scffion  of 
*•  Parliament,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Rights  and  PofTelFions 
*'  of  this  Nation,  and  for  maintaining  the  IVanquility  and 
**  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe.  The  ftrid  Union  and  Har- 
"  mcny,  which  has  hitherto  fubfifted  among  the  Allies  of 
"  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  has  cliiefly  contributed  to  the 
*'  near  Profpeft  of  a  General  Peace  ;  1  have  therctbre  given 
♦'  all  my  Allies  the  ftrongeft  AfTurances  of  purfuing  the  fame 
*<  Meafures,  and  of  making  good  the  Engagements  entered 
"  into  by  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

"  The  Chearfulnefs  with  which  the  Supplies  ncceffary  for 
*'  carrying  on  this  great  Work  were  raifed,  making  it  but 
"  juit  tlyui  the  pubiick  Expence  Hiould  be  Icilbncd,  as  foon 

"  as 


(     3     ) 
**  as  tlie  Circumftances  of  Affairs  will  permit  j  I  have  already   Anno  i.  Geo.  in 
"  given  Orders  for   fending   back  fome  of  the  Regiments  y_  ^JI^Jl  ^  j 
*'  brought  from   Ireland,   and   will  proceed  to  reduce   my 
"  Forces,  bofh  by  Sea  and  Land,  as  foon  as  it  can  be  done 
*'  without  Prejudice  to   the  common  Caufe,  and  confiftent 
**  with  the  Intereit  of  my  Kingdom. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
"  You  know  very  well,  that  the  Graijt  of  the  greateft 
**  Part  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenues  is  now  determined,  and 
**  that  it  is  neceffary  for  you  to  make  a  new  Provifion  for 
**  the  Support  of  me  and  my  Family.  I  am  confident  it  is 
"  needlefs  for  me,  in  any  particular  Manner,  to  recommend 
**  to  your  Care  the  Confideration  of  what  fo  nearly  and  per- 
**  fonally  concerns  me  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  Ex- 
"  perience  of  pall  Times,  and  a  due  Regard  to  the  Honour 
"  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  will  prevail  upon  you  to  give 
"  me  this  fidi  Proof  of  your  Zeal  and  Affeftion,  in  a  Man- 
*'  ner  anfwerable  to  the  Necefiities  of  my  Government. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  give  all  poffible  Difpatch  to 
"  fuch  Bufmefs  as  (hall  neceffarily  be  brought  before  you  ; 
"  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  and  the  Circumftances  of  Time 
"  requiring  your  Prefence  in  the  Country,  and  making  it 
"  improper  to  carry  this  Seffion  into  any  great  Length." 

Tlie  Commons  being  retum'd  to  their  Houfe,  Mr  Speaker 
reported  his  Majefty's  Speech   to  both   Houfes.     Hereupon  s-r  p.  Methuen 
Sir  Paul  Methuen    mov'd,  *  That  an  humble   Addrefs  be  dreis  ofCmdv- 
prefented  to  his   Majefty,  to  condole  upon  the  Death  of  his  lioa^'auri^i^^ikr 
late  Royal  Father  ;  to  congratulate  his  Majefty  on  his  liappy 
Accefiion    to  the  Throne ;    and   to  return   his  Majefty  the 
Thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech:'  This 
Motion  being  feconded  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,   and  voted 
Nem.  Con.  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Ad- 
drefs upon  the  faid  Refolution.     Sir  Robert  Walpole,    being 
one   of  the    faid  Committee,    immediately   drew  up  an  Ad- 
drefs ;   which,  on  the  29th,   was  reported,  and  unanimoufty 
agreed  to. 

yune  29.  A    Motion  being  made,  that  a  Supply  be  grant-  The  Commonj 
ed  to   his   Majefty,    for  the    better    Support    of  his  Ma-  ui'ppfy/forYhs 
jefty's  Houlhold,   and   of  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Kl^l^^siUuili'^M. 
Crown  ;   it  was  unanimoufly   refolved   to  confider  of  that 
Motion  the   next  Day  in  a  Grand   Committee  ;  which  was 
done  accordingly  ;  and  therein  it  was  leiblv'd,  Ntm.  Con.  CQ 
grant  facii  a  Supply  to  his  Majelly. 

June  30.  The  Commons  prefented  their   Ad4refs  to  Iiis 
Majefty  as  follows. 

A  2  Moil 


Anno  I.  Ceo.  11. 

1717. 


The    Addrefi 


(     4     ) 
Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

*  XTT'E  your  Majefty's  moil  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjefts, 
'  VV  '  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  af- 
'  fembled,  from  a  grateful  Senfe  and  Remembrance  of  the 

*  many  Bleffrngs  we  enjoyed  under  the   Government  of  our 

*  late  moft  Gracious  Sovereign,  beg  Leave,  in  the  moft   duti- 

*  ful  Manner,  to  condole  with  your  Majefty  upon  the  Death 

*  of  your  late  Royal  f'ather ;   a  Lofs  to  this  Nation  which 

*  your  Majefty  alone  could  poffibly  repair. 

*  Your  immediate  Succeffion  baniftied  all  our  Grief ;  and 

*  the  uninterrupted  Continuance  of  the  Bleffings  we  had  long 

*  enjoyed  obliges  us,  with  Duty  and  Gratitude,  to  acknovv- 

*  ledge  the  jull  Senfe  we  have  of  our  prefent  and  future  Hap- 

*  pinefs  ;  and  to  befecch  your  Majefty  to  accept  the  fincere 

*  Congratulations  of  your  faithful  Commons,  upon  your  Ma- 

*  jefty's  happy  Acceflion  to  the  Throne  of  your  Royal  An- 
'  ceftors. 

*  Your  Majefty's  moft  Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne 

*  requires  a  more  than  ordinary  Return  of  Duty  and  Thank- 

*  fulnefs,  for  that  tender  and  paternal  Care,  which  you  have 

*  been   pleafed  to  exprefs  for  our  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liber- 

*  ties,  and  for  thofe  ample  Aflurances  your  Majefty  has  given 

*  us,   inviolably  to  preferve  the  Conftitution  of  thefe  King- 

*  doms,   as  it   is    now  happily    cftabliftied  in   Church   and 

*  State ;  and  to  fecure  to  all    your   Subjefts  the  full  Enjoy- 

*  ment  of  their  Religious  and   Civil  Rights :  And  as   thefe 

*  Bleflings  are  the  moft  valuable  and  dear  to  a  free  People, 

*  and   the    peculiar  Privileges   of  this    Nation ;  we  cannot 

*  enough  admire  your  Majefty's  Goodnefs,  and  exprefs  our 

*  Satisfaftion,  in  this  folemn  Declaration  of  your  Majefty's 

*  Refolution,  to  make  the  Good  of  your  People  your  chief 

*  and  conftant  Care. 

*  We   congratulate  your  Majefty   upon  the  Preliminary 

*  Articles  being  llgned  ;   and  we  fee,  with  great  Pleafure,  the 

*  Beginning  of  your  Majefty's  Reign  attended  with  the  hap- 

*  py    Prefages  of  a  General  Peace.     The   early  AflTurances 

*  given  by  your  Majefty  to  your  Allies,  of  purfuing  the  fame 

*  Meafures  as  your  late   Royal   Father  had   taken,    and  of 

*  making  good  the  feveral  Engagements  entered  into  by  the 

*  Crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  as  they  ftrengthen  and  cement 
'  that  ftrift  Union  and  Harmony  which  has  hitherto  fubfifted 

*  among  the  Allies  of  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  fo  they  confirm 

*  to  us  the  Hopes  and  near  Profpcft  of  a  general  Tranquili- 

*  ty,  upon  Terms  honourable,  fafe,  and  advantageous  to  your 
'  Majefty,  and  all  your  Allies. 

*  1  he  Regard  and  Concern  which  we  had,  and  always 
'  ilmll  have,  for  the  Defence  of  the  Riglits  and  Pofleftions 
'  of  this  Nation,  for  vindicating  the  Honour  of  our  Sovereign, 

*  and 
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*  and  for  maintaining  the  due   Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,  A»no.  i.  Geo.  h. 

*  engaged  us  with  Chearfulnefs,   during   the   laft  Seffion  of        il^'^1       . 

*  Parliament,  to  grant  the  Supplies  neceffa^y  for  the  carrying  ** 

*  on  this  great   Work.    And  no  greater  Encouragement  can 
'  poflibly  be  given  to  us,  than  to  fee   your  Majelty  fo  early 

*  beginning   to  lefien   the  publick   Expences,  and  refolving 

*  to  reduce  your  Forces  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  as  foon  as  it  ' 

*  can  be  done  without  Prejudice  to  the  Common  Caufe,  and 

*  confillent  with  the  Intereft  and  Safety  of  this  Nation. 

*  Thefe  many  and  great  Inftances  of  your  Majefty's  Good- 

*  nefs   and  Concern  for   the  Happinefs  and  Welfare  of  your 

*  People  call  upon  us  for  the  highell  Returns  of  Duty,  Zeal, 

*  and  AfFedlion  to  your  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Government : 

*  And  as  we   are  fully  convinced  that  our  own  Intereft  and 

*  Prefervation  are    infeparable   from  your  Majefty's,  we  beg 

*  Leave  to  aflfure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will,  with  our  Lives 

*  and    Fortunes,  maintain  and  fupport  your  Majefty's   un- 

*  doubted  Right  and  Title  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this 

*  Realm,  and   all  other  your  Majefty's   Dominions,  againll 

*  all  Attempts  whatfoever. 

*  And  when  we  refled  on  your  ?  lajefty's  Royal  Virtues, 

*  which  promife  us  all  the  Bleftings   that  can  flow  from  a 

*  Mind  truly  Great ;    when   we  conlider  the  diftinguiftied 

*  Charader  of  the  Queen,  your  Royal  Confort,    and  the  ad- 

*  ditional  Happinefs  that  defcends  to  your  People  from  hep 

*  many  Princely  Qualities,  and  remember  your  numerous  and 
'  hopeful  IlTue,  the  lafting  Pledge  and  Security  of  our  happy 

*  Eftablilhment ;  that  your   Majefty's    Crown    may  fit  with 

*  Eafe  and  Glory  on  your  Head,  we  think  ourfelves  indifpen- 

*  fibly  obliged  to  affure  your  Majefty,   that  we  will  provide 

*  fuch  a  Revenue  for  the  Occafions  of  your  Majefty's  Civil 

*  Government,  as  may  be  fufiicient   to  fupport  tiie  Honour 

*  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown  in  its  proper  and  full  Luftre. 

To  this  Addrefs  the  King  return'd  the  following  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
*'  TReturn  you  my  Thanks  for  your  dutiful  and  loyal  Ad-  The  Kind's  An- 
"  A  drefs.     The   Refolutions   of  the   Commons  of  Great  '"^"^^ 'hci'Jto. 
"  Britain  are,  every  wliere,  fo  highly  regarded,  that  I  can- 
*'  not  but  receive,  with  the  greateft   Satisfaction,  this  unani- 
*'  mous  Declaration  of  your  Fidelity,    Zeal,  and  Affection; 
*'  and   I  will  endeavour,   by  a  fteady  Care  and  Concern  for 
*'  the  Intereft  and  Welfare  of  my  People,  to  anfwer  the  Ex- 
"  peftation  you  have  conceived  of  my  Government. 

yu/y  I.    Mr  Farrer  reported  the  Refolution  of  the  Grand 
Committee,  for  gr;uuing  a  Supply  to  his  Majefty,   for  the 

better 
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Annoi.  Ceo.  II.  better  Support  of  his  Majefty's  Houfliold,  and  of  the  Honour 
.  ^^    -^'^1     J  and  Dignitj'of  the  Crown,  which  was  agreed  to,  Nem.  Con. 
Sir  R.  waipoie's       yu/y  3.  The  Commons,  in  a   Committee  of    the  whole 
SJ°the  Kinf  S"^  Houfe,  confider'd  of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majelty,  and 
entire  Reyienues     Sir  Robert  Walpole  reprefer'.ed,  *  That  tlie  annual  Sum  of 

oftheCivil  Lift.  ,  ^,  ^1    /-      I     I  11  T^-  r  i_ 

700,000  1.  granted  to  and  lettled  on  the  hue  Kmg,  for  the 
Support  of  his  Houiliold  and  of  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 
the  Crown,  falling  (hort  every  Year,  they  had  been  obliged 
to  make  it  up  another  Way  ;  and  that  his  prefent  Majeity's 
neceffary  Expences  being  like  to  increafe,  by  reafon  of  the 
Largenefs  of  his  Family,  and  of  fettling  a  Houfhold  for  his 
Royal  Confort,  he  therefore  moved,  I'hat  tiie  entire  Reve- 
nues of  the  Civil  Lift,  which  produced  about  1 00,000 1.  per 
Annum,  above  the  faid  yearly  Sum  of  700,000!.  might  be 
fettled  on  his  Majefty  during  his  Life.'  This  Motion  being 
feconded,  Mr  Shippen  flood  up  and  fpoke  as  follows. 
Mr  Speaker, 
Mr  shippen's  *  I  agree  with  the  honourable  Member  who  fpoke  firft, 

occafior  '***'  t'^^"'"  ^°^^'''^  Walpole\  That  on  his  Majefty's  happy  Accefhon 
to  the  Throne,  there  ought  to  be  no  other  Contention  a- 
mongll  us,  than  who  fhould  moll  contribute  to  his  Service, 
than  who  (hould  exprefs  their  Duty  and  Loyalty  in  the  moft 
refjjeftful  and  the  moft:  extenfive  Manner.  But  then  I  hope 
he  will  agree  with  me,  that  this  is  to  be  done  with  fome  Re- 
gard to  thufe  we  reprefent  :  That  this  is  to  be  done,  confi.lent 
with  tiie  Truft  repofed  in  us ;  confiftent  with  tliat  Frugality 
which  this  Houfe  is  bound  to  ufe,  whenever  the  Crown  is  plea- 
fed  to  call  upon  it,  to  exercife  itsgreat  Power  of  giving  Money. 
'  Now,  notwithftanding  what  has  been  urged,  I  think,  we 
Ihall  fj  fir  depart  from  this  Rule  of  Frugality,  as  we  exceed 
the  Revenue  granted  to  his  late  Majefty,  whether  that  Ex- 
ceeding (hall  amount  yearly  to  93,000  1.  as  computed  at  the 
highcft  by  that  honourable  Member,  or  to  above  1 30,000  1.  as  I 
h.ave  feen  it  more  truly  computed  by  another.  For  I  re- 
member very  well,  that  the  yearly  Sum  of  700,000 1,  tho' 
now  thought  too  little,  was  not  obtained  for  his  late  Majefty, 
without  a  long  andfolcnn  Debate  ;  \See  Vol.  I.  p.  21.]  and 
it  v.as  allow'd  by  every  one  that  contended  for  it,  to  be  an 
ample  Royal  Revenue.  Nor  was  it  ask'd  inconfiderately, 
and  on  a  fudden  ;  it  was  ask'd  on  mature  Deliberation, 
after  the  Queen's  Civil  Lift  Branches  were  found  deficient ; 
it  was  ask'd  after  many  Computations  had  been  made  of 
every  Charge  requifite  to  fupport  the  Honour  and  Dignity 
of  the  Crown,  and  to  maintain  the  prefent  Royal  Family  ; 
\\  .as  ask'd,  after  duly  weighing  what  Provifion  would 
be  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
Occahons  of  the  Civil  Government ;  what  would  be  fuffici- 
ent to  anfwer  all  proper  Augmentations  of  Salaries,  all  rea- 

fonable 
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fonable  and  cliarltable  Penfions,  all  fecret  Services  at  Home    *""<» '-^Cso-  «• 

and  Abroad,  neceffary  to  carry  on  ajuft  and  v\  ife  Adminiftra- 

tion  :  It  was  ask'd  by  that  honourable  Member  himfelf  and 

others,  who  were  entring  into  great  Employments,  who  were 

going  to  tafte  of  the  Royal  Bounty,  and  who  therefore  could 

not  poffibly  be  fufpefted  to  have  any  Defign  of  cramping  his 

Majefty,  by  a  too  contracted  and  narrow  Revenue. 

'  Nor  does  the  late  Alteration  in  the  Royal  Family  call  for 
any  Increafe  ofExpence.  For  if  the  Eilablilhment  for  the 
Queen  Ihoild  be  enlarged,  whofe  diftinguiihed  Charafter 
and  many  Princely  Virtues,  taken  Notice  of  in  your  Addrels, 
.  intitle  her  to  all  Degrees  of  Grandeur,  which  any  former 
Queen  Confor*.  ever  enjoy 'd  ;  I  fay,  if  her  IVIajefty's  Efta- 
blilhment  Ihouid  be  enlarg'd,  I  prefume  the  Eftablilhment 
for  Prince  Frederick  will  be  much  inferior  to  that  fettled  on 
his  prefent  Majefty  when  Prince  of  Wales.  Beiides,  our  ar- 
dent Wilhes  for  his  Majefty's  conftant  Refidence  in  thefe 
Kingdoms,  and  his  Royal  Intentions  of  making  us  a  great  and 
happy  People,  give  us  Hopes,  that  many  perfonal,  many  par- 
ticular Expences  in  the  late  Reign,  efpecially  thofe  for  frequent 
Journies  to  Hanover,  will  be  difcontinu'd,  and  entirely  ceafe. 

'  Nor  is  it  any  Objeftion  to  the  Reafoning  of  that  Time, 
when  the  700,000  1.  was  granted  to  the  late  King,  or  to  the 
Computations  then  made,  that  this  Sum  is  faid  to  have  been 
found  by  the  Experience  of  paft  Times,  to  be  not  anfwer- 
able  to  the  Neceffities  of  the  Civil  Government. 

*  For  this  Experience  could  not  be  found  in  the  Queen's 
Reign,  becaufe  her  Civil  LilV  Branches  feldom  amounted  to 
600,000  1.  commonly  to  about  550,000!.  and  fometimes  to 
very  little  above  500,000  1.  as  appears  by  Accounts  former- 
ly laid  before  this  Houfe  ;  and  I  will  not  fuppofe  thofe  Ac- 
counts which  were  brought  from  the  Treafury  to  be  other- 
wife  than  true,  in  regard  to   my  honourable   Friend 1 

ask  Pardon,  I  fhould  have  faid,  the  honourable  Member,  for 
there  is  no  Friendship  betwixt  us.  But  he  muft  give  me 
Leave  to  obferve.  That  when  he  afferts  her  Civil  Lift 
Branches  amounted  to  above  700,000  1.  yearly,  he  can  only 
mean  the  grofs,  and  not  the  neat  Produce,  which  is  a  very 
uncandid  and  fallacious  Way  of  Arguing. 

'  Tho'  her  Revenues  were  fo  low,  yet  Ihe  called  upon  her 
Parliament  but  once  in  a  Reign  of  above  thirteen  Years,  to 
pay  the  Debts  contradted  in  her  Civil  Government ;  and  it  is 
a  Juftice  due  to  the  Memory  of  that  excellent  Princefs,  to 
remind  Gentlemen  of  the  unparalell'd  Inftances  of  her  Piety 
and  Generofity,  which  occafion'd  thofe  Debts,  She  gave 
the  Firft  Fruits  and  Tenths,  arifing  now,  as  the  honourable 
Member,  who  made  this  Motion,  fays,  to  19,0001.  a  Year,  for 
the  Augmentation  of  the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor  Clergy :  She 

gave 
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Aonoi.  Geo.  II.  gavc  5000  I.  a  Year  out  of  the  Poll-Office  to  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough :  She  fuifer'd  700 1,  a  Week  to  be  likewife 
charged  on  the  Poll-Office  for  the  publick  Service,  and  by 
that  Conceffion  lofl  a  vatl  Sum,  the  addicional  Duty  then 
producing  only  8000  I.  a  Year  :  She  gave  feveral  hundred 
thoufand  Founds  for  building  the  Cafile  of  Blenheim  :  She  al- 
low'd  Prince  Charles  of  Denmark  4000 1,  a  Year :  She  fullain- 
ed  great  Lofies  by  the  Tin  Contract:  She  f  pported  the  poor 
Palatines:  She  gave  1 00,000 1.  to  the  Ufes  of  the  War. 
Thefe,  with  many  other  Royal  Bounties  which  efcape  my 
prefent  Remembrance,  were  the  Reafons  that  brought  her 
vxnder  a  Neceffity  of  asking  for  500,000!.  Bat  fhe  was  fo  fen- 
fibleofthe  Inconvenience,  and  fo  de'Lermin'd  never  to  apply 
to  her  Parliament  again  in  the  like  Manner,  that  Ihe  order'd 
a  conliderable  Redudlion  to  be  made  of  her  Civil  Govern- 
ment Evpences.  I  have  feen  a  Scheme  of  this  Reduction, 
as  it  was  a(EluaIly  fettled  a  little  before  her  Death,  and  in- 
tended to  commence  t!ie  Lady-Day  fallowing.  'Twould  be 
tedious  to  go  through  all  the  particular  Articles  of  it,  and  I 
will  only  name  three  or  four.  The  Cofferer' s-Office  Pay- 
ments were  reduced  from  85,000!.  to  75,000!.  The  Al- 
lowances for  Foreign  Minillers,  from  75,000!,  to  30,000  1. 
Penfions  and  Bounties  from  upwards  of  87,490!.  to  60,000 1. 
Secret  Services  from  27,000  1.  to  20,000 1.  a  Sum  furprizing- 
ly  fmall,  when  con)par''d  with  the  late  Disburfements  on  that 
Head.  In  ihort,  the  whole  yearly  Expences  were  defigned 
to  be  reduc'd  to  459,941  !.  and  that  would  have  been  done 
without  Eclipfmg  the  Glory  of  t!^,e  Crown,  which,  fome  Gen- 
tlemen fo  roundly  affirm,  cannot  now  be  maintain'd  under  al- 
moil  a  double  Appointment. 

'  From  hence  it  appears  plainly,  that  this  Argument  of  the 
Experience  of  pad  Times  can  have  no  Reference  to  the 
Queen's  Reign.  It  mult  therefore  be  apply'd,  tho'  put  in 
the  Plural  Number,  to  the  late  Adminiftration  only  ;  and 
I  confefs,  if  the  fame  Management  was  to  be  continu'd,  if 
the  fame  Minillers  were  to  be  again  employ'd,  a  Million  a 
Year  would  not  be  fufficient  to  carry  on  the  exorbitant  E.v-. 
pences,  fo  often,  and  fojullly  complain'd  of  in  this  Houfe. 
For  it  is  notorious,  it  is  frefh  in  all  our  Memories,  that  befidea 
the  yearly  700,000  1.  there  have  been  many  occafional  Taxes, 
many  exceffivc  Sums  railed,  and  they  have  been  all  funk  in 
that  bottomlefs  Gulf  of  Secret  Sen'ice.  Firll,  the  memorable 
250,000!.  was  rais'd,  in  Defiance  of  the  ancient  Parliamen- 
tary Methods,  to  fecure  us  from  the  Apprehenfions  of  2 
Svv edifh  Invafion,  [5^^  Vol.  I.  p.  116]  Then  the  two  In- 
furance-Offices  were  erefted  in  as  irregular  a  Manner,  by  a 
Bill  brought  into  this  Houfe,  at  the  latter  End  of  a  Seffion, 
wid  after  the  Committee  of  Supply  had  been  clofed,  upon  the 

honourable 
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honourable  Member's  Return  into  Power  i  and  thofe  Bub-  Anno  i.  nee.  u. 
b!es  paid  near  300,000 1.  for  their  Charters;  [See  Voh.  i. 
p.  215.]  Then  a  new  Scene  of  AfEiirs  opening  in  Sweden 
chang'd  our  Enmity  into  an  Alliance,  and  there  was  a  Sublidy 
of  72,000!.  implicitly  granted  to  make  good  fome  fecret 
Bargain  and  Engagement  with  that  Crown  ;  \$ee  Vol.  I. 
p.  253.]  At  the  lame  Time  near  24,000!.  were  given  for 
burning  two  Merchant-Ships  arrived  from  infedled  Places  ; 
\See  Vol.  I.  p.  255.]  but  tho'  the  Goods,  as  well  as  the  Ships 
were  paid  for  by  this  Houfe,  that  they  might,  withoiat  In- 
jury to  the  Owners,  be  deliroy'd  for  the  publick  Safety,  yet 
molt  of  tliem  were  privately  convey'd  into  Counties  adjacent 
to  the  Port  where  the  Ships  lay,  and  fold  there.  Then  foon 
after  a  Sum  of  500,000 1.  was  demanded  and  granted  for 
the  Payment  of  the  Civil  Lift  Debts ;  on  which  Occafion  his 
late  Majefty  declared  in  his  Meffage,  '  That  He  was  relolved 

*  tocaufe  a  Retrenchment  to  be  made  of  his  Expences  for  the 

*  future  : '  {See  Vol.  I.  p.  257.]  But  notwithftanding  that  Re- 
folution,  in  lefs  than  four  Years,  the  Neceffities  of  the  Go- 
vernment having  render'd  the  promifed  Retrenchment  im- 
prafticable,  there  was  a  new  Demancl,  and  a  new  Grant  of 
500,000!.  more,  to  difcharge new  Incumbrances,  \See  Vol.  I. 
/•  339-]  I  might  mention  too  the  Spanilh  Ships  which  were 
taken  in  the  famous  Mediterranean  Sea-fight,  and,  as  we  have 
Reafon  to  believe,  fold  for  a  confider?b!e  Sum  of  Money. 
Nor  is  it  poffible  to  forget  the  125,000!.  \SeeNo\..  1.^.385.] 
which  we  could  only  be  told,  the  lall  Seffion,  in  a  general 
unexplained  Article,  was  fecretly  difpos'd  of,  for  the  publick 
Utility,  for  the  Confervation  of  the  Peace  of  Europe,  ard 
for  the  Security  of  the  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  Great 
Britain. 

'  After  all  thefe  and  other  extraordinary  Supplies,  I  am  in- 
formed there  yet  remains  a  Debt  in  the  Civil  Government  of 
above  600,000 1.  If  fo,  fuiely  there  muftbave  been  a  mofi  egre- 
gious Negleft  of  Duty,  to  fay  no  v/orfe ;  there  mull  have  been  a 
Itrange  Spirit  of  Extravagimce  lomewhcre,  or  fuch  immenfe 
Sums  could  never  have  been  {o  foon,  fo  infenf  bly,  fquander'd 
away.  And  it  is  am.azinT,  tliat  this  Extravagance  ihould  happen 
under  the  Conduft  of  Perfons  prctcnclir.g  to  furpafs  al!  tl'.eir 
Predeceflbrs,  in  the  ICnov.  ledge  and  Care  of  the  Publick  E.e- 
venue :  Bat  we  are  not  to  wonder  that  the  World  h?s  been 
free  in  its  Cenfure-s,  hncc  none  of  thefe  Sums  have  been  ac- 
counted for,  fince  t'ley  hr.ve  been  cmpk)yM  in  Ser\'iceo  not  fit 
tobeown'd.  None  but  thofe  who  were  in  the  Secret,  and  who 
had  the  Difporal  of  them,  cxi\  refute  the  Reflexions  that  lire 
made  without  Doors,  not  only  on  the  Minifrry,  but  even  on 

both   Houfes  of  Parliament, 1  mull:   fay  no  more But 

J  heartily  v.illi,  that    Time,   the  <n-eat  Difcoverer  of  hidden 
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^■^'°  Ij^j'"'  "■  Truths  and  concealed  Iniquities,  may  produce  a  Lift  of  all 
fuch,  if  any  fiich  there  were,  who  have  been  perverted  from 
their  publick  Duty  by  private  Penfions ;  who  have  been  the 
hired  Slaves,  and  the  corrupt  Inftruments  of  a  profufe  and 
vain-glorious  Adminillration.  If  there  have  been  none  fuch, 
then  the  whole  Weight,  then  the  whole  Guilt  of  the  late 
Mifmanagement  lies  on  the  Minifters  themfelves. 

'  But  it  feems  to  be  Matter  of  univerfal  Joy  to  the  Nation, 
that  the  Cafe  is  like  to  be  alter'd  :  We  hope  we  are  arrived 
at  a  Day  of  better  OEconomy  :  We  hope  fuch  Praftices  will 
be  fo  far  from  being  imitated,  that  they  will  be  detefted 
and  abhorr'd  ;  nor  can  any  one  entertain  the  leaft  Doubt  of 
this,  when  he  confiders  that  a  Prince  is  afcending  the  Throne, 
who  will  choofe  a  knowing,  faithful,  and  frugal  Miniftry  ; 
who  will  not  permit  his  Domeffick  or  Foreign  Affairs  to  be 
negotiated  by  Bribery  and  Corruption,  for  want  of  Suffi- 
ciency and  Skill  in  Politicks ;  whofe  Wifdom  will  enable 
iiim,  and  whofe  Goodnefs  will  incline  him,  not  only  to  in- 
fpeft  the*^  Management  of  the  Civil  Lift  Branches,  but  in 
Jaftice  to  his  Parliaments,  and  in  Compaffion  to  his  People, 
to  diredl  and  require  a  due  and  exadl  Difpofition  of  all  the 
other  publick  Funds,  according  to  their  refpeftive  Appro- 
priations. 

'  Now,  in  Confequence  of  this  moftjuft  Notion  of  hisMa- 
jc-fty's  Frugality,  which,  amongft  other  his  innumerable  Vir- 
tues, endears  him  fo  much  to  his  Subjefts,  I  hope  I  may, 
without  Offence,  propofe  the  Addition  of  fome  Words  to 
your  Queftion,  that  may  reftrain  it  to  700,000  1 :  And  in  this 
I  as  much  confult  the  Service  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  the  Crowu,  as  thofe  who  are  for  granting 
the  Funds  without  any  Reftri>5lion.  For,  in  my  humble  Opi- 
nion, the  Voting  a  greater  Sum  than  was  fettled  on  his  late 
Majefty,  is  only  voting  an  Indemnity,  is  voting  at  leaft  in 
Favour  of  Minifters  whofe  Condudl,  as  I  have  already  hinted, 
if  laid  before  you,  and  duly  examined,  would  perhaps  rather 
(leCcrve  your  Cenfure  than  Approbation. 

'  Befides,  the  Surplus  of  thcfe  Branches  is  appropriated  to 
tiie  Sinking  Fund  ;  and,  that,  I  thought  had  been  a  Sacred 
Depofitum,  referved  for  the  gradual  Difcharge  of  the  Natio- 
nal Debt :  I  thought  it  would  have  been  look'd  upon  as  a 
Sort  of  Sacrilege,  to  have  diverted  the  leaft  Part  of  it,  on 
any  Pretence  whatfoever,  from  its  original  Ufes  ;  and  it  is  as 
furprizing  to  me,  that  the  honourable  Perfon  fhould  be  for 
deitroying  his  own  Darling  Projeft,  and  that  he  fhould  be 
for  pulling  down  the  boafted  Monument  of  his  Glory  ;  as  it 
may  be  to  otiiers,  that  I  am  lor  fupporting  any  Scheme  of 
his,  which  might  have  truufmiUed  lus  Name  with  Advantage 
to  Poilej-ity. 

'  If 
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*  If  his  Majerty  was  rightly  appriz'd  of  thefe  Circumftances,  Anno  i.  Geo.  ii. 
he  would  doubtlefs  rather  be  content  with  a  clear  annual  Re-  \  .-^-1.  i 
venue  of  700,000  1.  than  fufFer  his  firil  Demand  of  Money, 

by  any  precipitate  Proof  of  our  Zeal,  to  carry  the  lealt  Ap- 
pearance of  being  burthenfome  to  his  People,  who  have  long 
laboured  under  the  PrefTure  of  grievous  and  exorbitant  Taxes ; 
for  he  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fignify  from  the  Throne 
his  fix'd  Refolution,  [5^^  P-  ^Ji  "By  all  pofiible  Means  to 
"  merit  their  Love  and  Affedtion,  which  he  fhall  always 
*'  look  upon  as  the  beft  Support  and  Security  of  his  Crown." 

*  I  will  detain  you.  Sir,  no  longer,  but  defire  you  would 
conclude  your  Queftion  with  thefe  Words, 

'  In  like  Manner  as  they  were  granted  and  continu'd  to 
'  his  late  Majelly,  which  make  up  the  clear  yearly  Sum  of 
*  700,000  1.' 

To  this  Speech  no  Reply  was  made,  but  the  Queftion 
being  put,  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  Motion  was  agreed  to  with- 
out  any  farther  Oppofuion.  _  fi^^^^fl, 

yuly  ^.  The  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  in  Purfuance  andaBiiiorder'd 
of  the  above  Motion,  was  reported  and  agreed  to,  and  a  Bill 
order'd  to  be  brought  in  thereupon. 

July  5 .  The  Bill,  For  the  better  Support  of  his  Majefiys 
Houjhold,  &c.  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  read  the  iirll 
Time,  and  order'd  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

July  6.  The  faid  Bill  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Grand  Committee  ;  and  then  Sir  Paul  Mcthuea 
delivered  to  the  Houfe  a  Meffage,  fign'd  by  his  Majelly, 
which  was  read,  as  follows,  viz. 

GEORGE    R. 
"  T  T  I  S  Majefty  confidering  that  the  Provifion  made  for  Ki-o^sMeiragefot 
"  XX  ^^^  Queen  his  Confort,  in  Cafe  fhe  fliould  furvive  his  on't'iii^^Mn!"'' 
"  Majefty,  is  very  infufficient  to  fupport  her  Royal  Dignity  , 
"  and  that  his  Majefty  is  reflrained,  by  the  LaAvs  now  m  be- 
"  ing,   from  increafing  the  fame,  thinks  it  neceffary  to  re- 
"  commend  the  making  farther  Provifion  for  the  Queen  to 
*'  your  Confideration." 

Hereupon  it  was  unanimoufly  refolv'd  to  take  the  faid 
Meffage  into  Confideration  the  next  Day,  in  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe. 

July  7.  The  Commons,  in  a  Grand  Committee,  took  into 
Confideration  his  Majelly's  MefTage,  and  refolvM,    I.  That 
a  Provifion  be  made  for  the  Queen,  in  Cafe  flie  fliall  furvive 
his  Majefty,  of  1 00,000  1.  per  Jnnum  during  her  Life,  with  ru,r.,  voted  for  ' 
his  Majefty's  Palace  of  Somerfet-Houfe,  and  Richmond  Old-  '^'''^^'^'''' 
Park.     IL  That  his  Majefty  be  enabled  to  cliarge  the  faid 

B  2  1 00,000  L 
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Anno  I.  Geoji.    1 00,000 1.  per  Annum  on   all,  or  any  of  the  Duties  or  Reve- 
y_^.^..im.^  nues,  fettled  for  the  better  Support  of  his  Majelly's  lioufhold, 
and  the   Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,    which  fhall 
fubfiil  after  his  Msjeily's  Dtinife. 

Jul)  8.  Mr  Fairer  reported  the  preceding  Day's  Refolu- 
tions  for  a  Provifion  for  her  Majelly,  which  being  agreed  to, 
Nem.  Con.  a  Bill  was  order'd  to  be  brought  in,  purfuant  to 
the  faid  Refolurions. 

July  ro.  The  Civil  Lift  Bill  was  read  the  third  Time,  paf- 
fcd,  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords  ?  then  Sir  Robert  Walpole  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe  a  Bill,  To  etmble  his  Majrjiy  to  fettle  a 
Re-oenue  for  fupporting  the  Royal  Dignity  of  the  S^een,  &C. 
which  was  read  the  firll  Time,  and  unanimoufly  order'd  to  be 
read  a  fecond  Time. 

July  1 1 .  The  faid  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  com^ 
micted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

July  14.  The  faid  Bill  was  read  the  third  Time,  pafied, 
and  fent  up  to  the  Lords. 

July  17.  The  King  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  with 
the  ufual  Solemnity,  and  the  Commons  attending,  his  Ma- 
jefly  gave  the  Royal  Afient  to  an  Adi,  For  the  better  Support 
of  his  Majefiy^s  Houfholdy.  and  of  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 
the  Cronvn  of  Great  Britain  ;  alfo  to  an  Aft,  For  enabling 
his  Majejly  to  fettle  a  Re--ve)me  for  fupporting  the  Royal  Dig- 
nity of  the  ^cen,  in  Cafe  fhe  Jhall  far'viue  his  Majefty  ; 
and  to  three  other  Bills. 

After  which  his  Majefty  made  tlie  following  Speech  to 
both  Hcufes  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
fu"ln-in^Ei!dfo    "  T  Cannot  but  exprefs  the  greateft  Satisfaftion  in  the  con- 
the  r-uiiament.      "  J|[_  vincing  Proofs  you  have  given  me,  in  this  Seffion,  of 
"  your  Duty  and  AfFeftion  to  my  Perlovi,  and  Zeal  for  my 
"  Government. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of'  Commons, 
*'  I  muft  particularly  thank  you  for  yOur  L'^nanimity  and 
*'  Diipatch,  in  granting  me  the  Revenues  neceftiiry  for  the 
"  Support  cf  my  Family,  and  the  Occafions  of  my  Civil 
"  Government ;  which  you  have  done  in  a  Manner  fo  very 
"  agreenble,  and  with  fuch  a  due  Regnrd  to  the  Honour 
"  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  that  if  any  Thing  could  add 
"  to  my  own  Inclinations  of  making  t!:e  Happinefs  of  my 
"  Sabjefts  my  principal  Care  and  Study,  this  Inftance  of 
■'  your  particular  Confidence  in  me  would  engage  me  more 
<'  iirongly  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Power,  which  \ou  have  given 
•'  me  of  doing  Goodj  in  promotirig  the  Honour  and  Intereft 
"  cf  my  People. 

*<  The 
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*'  The  ample  Provifion  you  have  made  for  the  Queen  is  Anno  i.  Geo.  ii. 
"  another  Inftance  of  your  Regard   for  me,  which  I  am 
"  confident   She  will  very  well  deferve,  and  I  Ihall  always 
"  acknowledge. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  It  is  a  great  Happinefs  to  me  to  fee  the  Nation  in  fo 
"  profperous  and  flourilhing  a  Condition,  at  the  higheft  Pitch 
"  of  Glory  nuc  Reputation,  of  great  Weight  in  holding  the 
*'  Balance  of  Europe,  defending  themfelves  in  their  jull  Pri- 
*'  \ileges  and  Pofleffions,  and  vindicating  the  Honour  of  the 
*'  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

*'  At  Home  I  find,  among  my  Proteftant  Subjefts,  fuch 
"  mutual  Charity  and  Forbeamnce  difFufed  throughout  the 
*'  Kingdom,  that  the  National  Church  repines  not  at  the 
"  Indulgence  given  to  fcrupulous  Confciences ;  and  thofe,  that 
"  receive  the  Benefits  of  the  Toleration,  envy  not  the  Eita- 
"  blilh'd  Church  the  Rights  and  Privileges  which  they  by 
"  Law  enjoy. 

"  From  thefe  happy  Caufes  and  favourable  Conjunftures 
"  has  flowed  that  general  Tranquility,  that  Rife  of  Publick 
"  Credit,  and  that  Improvement  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 
*'  which  have  greatly  increafed  our  Wealth  and  Power, 
"  and  given  us  that  Refpedl  and  Influence  Abroad,  which 
"  has  fo  much  advanced  the  Glory  and  Happinefs  of  this 
*'  Nation. 

"  But  all  thefe  Bleflings,  great  and  valuable  as  they  are, 
"  had  not  been  fecured  and  tranfmitted  to  us,  without  your 
"  having  carefully  avoided  all  Occafions  of  Strife  and  Divi- 
"  fion  ;  without  a  ftrid  Regard  to  Publick  Faith,  a  conllant 
"  Care  and  Attention  towards  difcharging  the  National 
"  Debt,  and  without  that  Angular  Steadinefs  and  Refclation, 
"  which  vhis  Parliament  has  fliewed  upon  all  proper  and  ne- 
*'  ccfl-iry  Occafions. 

"  I  can  therefore  make  no  doubt,  but  that  your  Beha- 
"  viour,  and  the  "J'emper  you  have  fliewn,  will  fufHciently 
"  recommend  this  Parliament  to  the  Efteem  and  good  Opi- 
"  nion  of  their  Country  ;  who,  from  the  fame  Condud-, 
"  and  by  purfuing  the  fame  Meafures,  may  promife  them- 
*'  felves  all  future  Profperity. 

*'  The  Expire; tion  of  this  Parliament  now  drawing  near, 
"  I  win  give  Orders  for  ifluing  the  Writs  for  calling  and 
"  elefting  a  new  Parliament,  as  foon  it  can  conveniently  be 
"  done  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  general  Conteft  and 
"  Emulation  in  Expreflions  of  Duty  and  Afieftion  to  me, 
**  which,  to  my  great  Satisfaction,  I  have  univerfally  met 
"  with,  will  be  farther  demonftrated  by  the  Choice  of  a 
*'  Parliament,  zealoufly  afiedled  to  our  prefent  happy  Eihi- 
♦*  bliihment  in  the  Proteltant  Succefiion  ;  and  in   Return, 

"  nothing 
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Anno  I.  Geo.  II.  «  nothing  fliall  be  wanting  on  my  Part,  that  can  contribute 
"  towards  improving  a  good  Correfpondence  and  Harmony 
"  between  me  and  my  People,  and  that  can  tend  to  perfeft 
"  and  perpetuate  the  Happinefs  of  Great  Britain.  " 

The  Parikment        Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the  Parliament  to 
diffoivd.  ^^^  ^^^.j^  ^^  Auguft  ;  but  on  the  7th  of  the  fame  Month  a 

Proclamation  was  ifTued  for  diflblving  this  Parliament,  and 

Calling  of  another. 


The  End  of  the  lajl  SeJJion  of  the  Sixth  Parliament  of 
Great-Britain. 
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Ftrfl  Seffion  of  the  First  Parliament 

O   F 

King  George    IL 

And  Seventh  Parliament  of  Great^Bntain. 


ON  the  23d  of  January,  the  Parliament  being  met  Anno  i.  Geo.  n. 
at  Weftminfter,    the  King  went  to  the  Houfe  of       K^-i--^-^- 
Peers,   with  the  ufual  State  and  Solemnity ;  and  ThTparUinient 
the    Commons   being  come   thither,    his    Majeiiy  ni.-ct. 
fignify'd  his  Pleafure  to  them  by  the  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
that  they   ftiould   return    to  their  Houfe    and  choofe    their 
Speaker,  and  prefent  him  to  his  Majefty  on  the  27th. 

T'he  Commons  being  returned  accordingly,    unanimoufly  Mr  oniow  chofca 
cliofe  Arthur  Onflow,  Efcj;  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Surrey,  ^'a'^'^'^^' 
to  be  their  Speaker. 

'Ja7iuary  27.  The  King  being  come  again  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  fent  for  up  and  attending, 
they  prefented  their  Speaker  for  his  Majefty's  Approbation, 
and  the  King  approved  their  Choice  :  After  which,  his  Ma- 
jelly  made  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houfes,  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is   a   great  Satisfaction  to   me,  that  at  my  Meeting  xheKinj's speeds 
the  Firft  Parliament  fummoned  and  convened   by   njy  j.L\fs '',',"  "■'- 
Authority,  I  am  able    to   give    yoii   Hopes  of  feeing  the 
Publick   Peace  and   Tranquility    very    foon    refrored.      I 
very  much  wiflied  that  the  firll  Period  of  my  Reign  might 
have  been  dillinguilhgd,.  by  putting  :;a  irampdiiite  End  to 

*'  tlie 
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"  the  Troubles  and  Diforders  of  Europe,  by  a  Redu^on  of 
'*  fome  Part  of  my  Forces,  a  Diminution  of  Taxes,  and 
"  all  the  happy  Confequences  of  an  honourable  and  eltablifh- 
"  ed  Peace  ;  to  which  my  Endeavours  have  in  no  iVIanner 
*'  been  wanting,  as  far  as  was  confiftent  with  maintaining 
"  the  Pofleffions,  Rights,  and  Privileges  of  my  Kingdom, 
*'  and,  I  promife  myfeif,  not  without  great  Probability  of 
**  Succefs. 

"  I  am  very  fenfible  of  the  difagreeable  and  uneafy  Si- 
*'  tuation  in  which  our  Affairs  have  been  for  fome  Time, 
*'  and  have  been  extreamly  concerned  to  fee  many  of  the 
*'  Inconveniencies  of  a  War  attending  us,  without  any  Op- 
"  portunity  of  refenting  the  Injuries  we  fuftained,  or  galn- 
"  ing  any  of  thofe  Advantages  in  Return,  which  the  vigor- 
*'  ous  Profecution  of  fo  juft  a  Caufe,  and  the  Succefs  of  our 
*'  Arms,  might  probably  have  fecured  to  us. 

"  But  you  are  fufficiently  apprized,  that  Preliminary  Ar- 
"  tides  for  a  general  Pacification  were  fome  Time  ago  figned 
*'  and  accepted,  by  the  contracting  Parties  on  botli  Sides  j 
**  and  although  the  Ratifications  of  them  h;  d  been  exchanged 
*'  by  me  and  my  Allies,  with  his  Imperial  Majcity  ;  the 
*'  good  EfFefts,  expefted  from  them,  were  retarded  by  the 
"  Refufal  on  the  Part  of  Spain,  to  execute  fome  of  the  moll 
*'  material  Points  contained  in  them  ;  and  by  Endeavours  to 
"  alter  and  explain  fome  Articles,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  im- 
"  mediately  aifefted  the  PofTeffions  and  the  juil:  Right  of  my 
*'  Kingdoms.  1  therefore,  jointly  with  my  Allies,  declined 
*'  exchanging  the  Ratifications  of  the  Preliminaries  with  the 
*'  Court  of  Spain  ;  and  rejected  all  fuch  Propofitions,  as  were 
"  detrimental  and  injurious  to  my  Honour,  and  the  Intereft 
*"'  of  my  People. 

"  By  thefe  Means,  the  Negociations  were  unavoidably 
"  carried  into  a  tedious  Lengtii,  which  I  endured  with  the 
*'  greater  Patience,  frcm  an  earneft  Defire  to  procure  to  my 
"  Subje6ts  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace,  and  to  fee  the  Tran- 
*'  quiiity  of  Europe  preferved  and  fettled  upon  a  foiid  and 
"  kiting  Foundation  ;  during  vshich  Time,  I  received  from 
•'  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  and  the  States  General,  the 
"  greateft  Proofs  of  their  Sincerity,  and  a  Renewal  of  the 
"  flrongefi:  AfTurances  imaginable,  that  they  would  etreftually 
*'  make  good  all  their  Engagements  in  Support  of  the  Com- 
*'  mon  Caufe,  and  of  our  mutual  Interefts :  And  I  am  very 
"  C^lad,  that  I  can  acquanit  you,  th:;t  our  joint  Endeavours 
*'  have  had  fo  good  an  ElFudl,  that  by  the  laft  Advices  from 
*'  Abroad,  I  have  great  Reafon  to  hope,  that  the  Dilficul- 
*'  ties,  which  have  hitherto  retarded  the  Execution  of  the 
*'  Preliminaries,  and  the  Opening  of  the  Congref^,  will  foon 
*'  be  entirely  removed. 

"  However, 
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*'  However,  it  will  in  the  meantime  be  abfolutely  ne-  Annoi.ceo.  n- 
**  cellary  to  continue,  as  our  Allies  have  already  refolved  to 
*'  do,  the  Preparations  which  have  hitherto  been  our  Secu- 
*•  rity,  and  prevented  an  open  Rupture  in  Europe  ;  that  we 
*'  may  not  at  once  lofe  all  the  Advantages^  which  our  former 
**  Expences  and  Vigour  have  fo  nearly  procured,  by  not  be- 
**  ing  in  a  Condition,  if  that  Neceffity  fhould  unexpedtedly 
"  be  brought  upon  us,  to  vindicate  our  Honour,  and  alTert 
*'  our  Rights.  And  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  my  firft 
**  Care  fhall  be  to  reduce,  from  Time  to  Time,  the  Expence 
*'  of  the  Publick,  as  often,  and  as  foon  as  the  Interell  and 
*'  Safety  of  my  People  will  permit  it. 

"  The  Preliminary  Articles  and  fuch  other  Treaties  and 
**  Conventions,  as  have  not  yet  been  communicated  to  Par- 
*'  liament,  and  which  may,  without  manifeft  Prejudice,  be 
**  expofed  to  publick  View,  Ihal!  be  laid  before  you. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Koufe  of  Commons, 
**  I  have  given  Orders  to  the  proper  Officers  to  prepare 
*•  and  lay  before  you  Eftimates  of  the  Expences  for  the  Ser- 
**  vice  of  the  current  Year ;  and  you  may  be  affured,  that 
"  the  Supplies  which  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  demand  of 
"  you,  Ihall,  as  certainly  as  they  do  exceed  my  Wiilies  and 
*'  Inclinations,  be  employed  folely  for  the  Intereft  and  Secu- 
"  rity  of  the  Nation.  And  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  if 
**  any  Method  can  be  found  out  for  raifing  the  neceflary 
*'  Supplies,  lefs  grievous  to  my  People  than  another.  That 
**  v>/ill  have  the  Preference  in  all  your  Deliberations. 

"  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  recommend  to  you  a  Confide- 
*'  ration  of  the  greateft  Importance,  and  I  fiiould  look  upon 
"  it  as  a  great  Happinefs,  if,  at  the  Beginning  of  my  Reign, 
**  I  could  fee  the  Foundation  laid  of  lb  great  and  neceflary  a 
**  Work,  as  the  Increafe  and  Encouragement  of  our  Seamen 
*'  in  general  ;  that  they  may  be  invited,  rather  than  com- 
*'  pelled  by  Force  and  Violence,  to  enter  into  the  Service  of 
"  their  Country,  as  often  as  Occafion  fhall  require  it :  A 
*'  Confideration  worthy  of  the  Reprefentative  of  a  People 
"  great  and  flourilhing  in  Trade  and  Navigation. 

"  This  leads  me  to  mention  to  you  the  Cafe  of  Greenwich- 

*'  Hofpital,  that  Care  may  be  taken,  by  fome  Addition  to 

"  that  Fund,  to  render  comfortable  and  efFeftual  that  charita- 

"  ble  Provilion  for   the   Support   and  Maintenance  of  our 

"  Seamen,  worn  out  and  become  decrepit  by  Age  and  Infir- 

"  mities,  in  the  Service  of  their  Country. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  As  I  have  great  Hopes  that  a  general  Pacification  will 

"  be  now  obtained  by  a  fpeedy  Execution  of  tlie  Prelimina- 

"  rie?,  1  am  fati:;fied,  that  nothing  will  more  effeftually  con- 

"  tribute  to,   and   iecure  this  definable  End,  than  fuch  an. 
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Anno  I.  Geo.  II.  "  Unanimity,  Zeal,  and  Difpatch  of  the  publick  Bufinefs  in 
'7^7-1  •  a  j|^-g  Parliament,  as  may  convince  the  World,  that  none 
'  among  you  are  capable,  out  of  any  Views  or  Confidera- 
'  tions  whatfoever,  to  wifh  the  Diftrefs  of  their  Country  ; 
*'  or  to  give  an  Occafion,  from  the  Profpeft  of  Difficulties 
*'  that  may  arife  and  be  fomented  here  at  Home,  to  inter- 
*'  rupt  or  difappoint  our  prefentpromifmgExpeftations  :  This 
"  it  is  in  your  Power  to  defeat,  and  this  I  depend  upon  from 
"  your  known  Zeal  and  Affeftion  to  my  Perfon  and  Govern- 
"  ment,  and  your  hearty  Concern  for  the  Intereft  and  Wei- 
**  fare  of  my  People." 

jFan.  31.  The  five  Grand  Committees  for  Religion, 
Grievances,  Courts  of  Juftice,  Trade,  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, having  been  appointed,  l\^r  Speaker  reported  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Speech  to  both  Houfes  ;  upon  which  the  Lord  *  Her- 
vey.  Member  for  Bury,  movM  for  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks 
to  his  Majefty,  which  being  feconded,  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majelly  upon  the  faid 
Refolution. 

February  i .  The  Lord  Hervey  reported  the  faid  Addrefs, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Feb.  2.  The  lame  was  prefented  by  the  whole  Houfe  tQ 
his  Majelly,  as  follows  : 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
The  Commons  Ad-  '  TT  ZE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful   and  loyal  Subjefts, 
dfdsofnui,k3.     ,    yy    jj^^   Commons   of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  af- 
'  fembled,  beg   Leave  to  return  our  humbleft  Thanks  for 

*  your  Majelly's  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  and 

*  to  acknov.'Jedge,  in  the  moft  dutiful  and  grateful  Manner, 

*  the  tender  and  afFedionate  Concern  your  Majefty  has  been 

*  pleafed  to  exprefs,  for  the  many  Inconveniences,  that  have 

*  arifen  from  the  late  difagreeable  and  unfettled  State  of  the 

*  Affairs  of  Europe. 

'  We  are  fenfible   of  the    unwearied   and    uninterrupted 

*  Care  with  which  your  Majefty,  ever  fmce  we  have  enjoyed 

*  the  BlefTings  of  your   Reign,  has  laboured  to  put    an  End 

*  to  the  Dilputes,  and   reftore  the  Tranquility  of  Europe  ; 

*  of  the  Defire  you  have  had  to  free  your  People  from  all  the 

*  Burthens  occaiioned  by  impending  War,  and  to  procure  to 

*  them   all  the  happy  Conicquences    of  a   fafe,  honourable, 
'  and  eftablifhcd  Peace  ;  and  we  think  it  as  impofhble  that 

*  any  Difficulties  fliould  arife,   to  prevent  us  feeling  the  good 

*  EfFcds  ta  be  expcdeu  from  your  Prudence,  as  it  is  for  any 

•  Event 
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Event  to  make  us  forget  the  Marks  we  have  already  re-  ■'^"""^'^...^g''-  "• 
ceived  of  your  AfFe6lion. 

*  The  Firmnefs  your  MajeHy  has  fhewn  in  abfolutely  re- 
fufing  to  admit  of  any  Explanations  of  Preliminaries,  dero- 
gatory to  the  Honour,  or  prejudicial  to  the  Intereft  of  this 
Nation,  we  feel  more  fenfibly  ;  as  we  think  'tis  equally 
for  your  Majefty's  Glory  and  our  Happinefs  to  have  it 
appear  to  the  whole  World,  that  the  Care  of  your  People 
is  a  Confideration  fo  much  fuperior  to  every  other,  in 
fixing  your  Majefty's  Refolutions,  that  not  even  One  fo 
important  as  the  Peace  of  all  Europe  could  induce  you  to 
fubmit  to  the  Demands  of  others,  or  recede  from  your  own 
in  any  Point,  where  our  PofTeffions  were  invaded,  our  In-, 
tereft  ftruck  at,  or  our  Privileges  difputed. 
'  And  fmce  this  Stand,  which  your  Majefty,  in  Jullice  to 

yourfelf  and  Regard  to  your  People,  thought  fit  to  make, , 
has  not  broke  off  the  Accommodation,  but  only  retarded 
it  for  our  Advantage  ;  we  beg  Leave  to  congratulate  your 
Majefty  upon  the  near  Profpedt  of  that  Succefs  in  your  Ne- 
gotiations, which  cannot  more. c-fFedtu ally  fulfil  our  Wifhes, 
as  the  Earneft  of  our  Profperity,  than  it  anfwers  our  Ex- 
peftations  in  demonftrating  your  Wifdom. 
'  But  in  cafe  your  Majefty's  Expedations,  of  feeing  the 
publick  Peace  and  Tranquility  foon  feftor'd,  fhould  ftill  be 
difappointed  ;  that  your  People  may  no  longer  continue  in 
that  Uncertainty,  in  which  the  Policy  of  others  may  en- 
deavour to  keep  us ;  and  that  we  may  be  in  a  Condition 
to  do  ourfelves  Juftice,  ftiould  that  Neceffity  unexpeftedly 
be  brought  upon  us,  we  are  determined,  out  of  Regard  to 
our  own  Intereft,  as  well  as  that  we  ftiall  ever  pay  to  your 
Majefty's  Honour,  moft  efFedually  to  enable  you  to  do 
yourfelf  Right,  and  to  aflert  and  to  maintain  all  the  Pof- 
feiTions,  Advantages,  and  Privileges  of  your  People. 

*  Whatever  Supplies  therefore  may  be  wanted  for  the 
Service  of  the  current  Year,  your  Commons  will,  with 
the  utmoft  Chearfulnefs  and  Unanimity  grant ;  being  af- 
fured  no  Aid  will  ever  be  demanded  by  your  Majefty  of 
your  Subjefts,  but  what  you  judge  abfolutely  neceftary  for 
their  own  Intereft  and  Security.  And  as  we  are  deter- 
mined, in  whatever  Supplies  we  raife,  to  have  Regard  to 
fuch  Methods  as  ftiall  be  leaft  grievous  to  your  People  ;  fo 
we  have  the  greateft  Sati^fadlion  in  thinking  we  may  en- 
tirely depend  on  your  Majefty's  Juftice  and  Wifdom,  that 
whatever  we  do  grant,  will  be  conftantly  apply'd  in  the 
Manner  that  will  be  moft  beneficial  to  them.  Neither  had 
we  the  leaft  Doubt,  before  we  received  your  Majefty's 
moft  gracious  Promife,  but  that  your  Majefty,  from  your 
paternal  Goodnefs  to  your  People,  would,  from  Time  to 
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Time,  take  every  Opportunity  to  make  all  fuch  Redufllons 
of  the  publick  Expences,  as  fhould  be  for  our  prefent  Eafe, 
without  endangering  our  future  Safety. 

*  The  Affurances  your  Majefty  has  given  us  of  the  Sin- 
cerity and  Steadinefs,  with  which  you  are  fatisfy'd  all  your 
Allies  are  determined,  in  all  Events  to  adhere  to  their  En- 
gagements, and  efpoufe  the  Common  Caufe,  gave  us  the 
greateft  Satisfadion  ;  and  let  the  future  Dangers  and  Diffi- 
culties that  may  yet  arife,  impoffible  to  be  forefeen,  be 
ever  fo  formidable  or  ever  fo  numerous,  we  do  not  imagine 
there  can  be  any  which  your  Majefty's  Prudence,  Caution, 
Abilities  and  Experience,  join'd  to  the  Afliftance  of  your 
Parliament,  the  Firmnefs  of  your  Allies,  and  the  Bravery 
of  your  People,  will  not  eafily  difpel. 

*  It  is  an  indifpenfible  Duty  of  thofe,  who  ha^^e  a  juft 
Senfe  of  the  great  Importance  of  the  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion of  this  Kingdom,  to  provide  proper  Encouragements 
for  our  Seamen  ;  and  common  Juftice  requires  that  we 
Ihould  take  a  compaffionate  Care  of  thofe,  who  by  Mis- 
fortunes in  their  brave  and  faithful  Services  to  their  Coun- 
try, are  become  equally  incapable  of  continuing  thofe  Ser- 
vices, or  providing  for  themfelves  5  We  beg  Leave  there- 
fore to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  take  this  Matter 
into  our  Confideration,  and  on  this,  as  well  as  every  other 
Occafion,  pay  the  Deference  and  Regard  due  to  your  Ma- 
jelly''s  moft  gracious  Recommendation. 

'  if  there  are  any  fo  ill  informed  of  the  fleady  AfFeftion 
of  your  Commons,  as  vainly  to  place  their  Hopes  on  any 
Difputes  or  Differences  that  might  arife  amongft  us,  we 
are  determined,  by  a  hearty,  zealous  and  general  Concur- 
rence in  all  our  Deliberations,  for  your  Majefty's  Interefl: 
and  the  Publick  Welfare,  efFeftually  to  difappoint  fuch  ill- 
grounded  Expeftations ;  and  we  are  fatisfy'd  we  cannot 
give  better  Evidence  of  our  Love  to  our  Country,  than  by 
conftant  Demonftrations  of  our  Duty  to  the  beft  of  Kings  : 
And  as  your  Majefty's  Endeavours  have  been,  and,  we 
are  perfuaded,  ever  will  be,  to  preferve  us  a  free,  and 
eJlablilh  us  a  happy  People,  fo  we  Ihould  think  our 
felves  urideferving  all  the  Benefits  and  Bleflings  of  your 
Reign,  were  it  poffible  we  could  ever  be  wanting  in  the 
leaft  Point,  on  our  part,  to  make  it  as  great,  happy  and 
gloriou?,  as  tliat  of  any  of  your  Royal  PredecefTors.' 

-  To  this  his  r\Iajefty  return'd  the  following  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

Give  you  my  Thanks  for  this  ver}'  loyal   and  affedio- 
nate  Addref^.     Such  Returns  of  Duty  and  Gratitude 
from  my  faithful  Commons  would  add,  if  any  Thing  pof- 
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■**  fibly  could,  to  my  Refolutions  of  promoting  and  confult-  Anno  i.  Geo.  ii. 
*'  iftg  upon  all  Occafions  the  Welfare  and  Profperity  of  my  y_  * -m— '  „_t 
*'  People.  The  entire  Confidence  you  place  in  ma  will 
**  engage  me  more  ftriftly  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Power  and 
"  Truft  you  fliall  repofe  in  me,  for  your  Intereft,  and  to  your 
**  Satisfaftion  ;  and  you  fhall  always  find  my  Readinefs  to 
**  eafe  and  reduce  the  Expences  of  the  Publick  to  your 
**  Expeftations." 

Feh.  6.  Mr  Henry  Pelham  prefented  to  the  Houfe  feveral 
Eftimates  which  had  been  call'd  for. 

Fel>.  9.  The  Commons,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  Supply,  confidered  of  the  Eftimate  of  the  Debate  on  tho 
Charge  of  the  Guards,  Garrifpns,  and  other  his  Majefty's  Forc^Vof  a^' 
Land  Forces  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  Year  1728  ;  and  a  "^^^"^  *?**♦ 
Motion  being  made,  that  the  Number  of  efFeftive  Men,  be 
22,955  '  ^^^  ^^"^^  ^^^  ^^^'^  Oppofition,  fome  Member*  in- 
filling, that  the  8000,  Augmentation-Troops,  raifed  lafl 
Year,  [See  Vol.  \.  P.  383.]  Ihould  be  entirely  reduced: 
But  being  apprehenfive  that  the  Majority  of  the  Committee 
were'  for  the  Motion,  they  endeavoured  to  put  off  the  De- 
bate, by  moving,  '  That  Mr  Speaker  Ihould  refume  the 
Chair;'  which  being  carried  in  the  Negative,  by  290 
Votes  againft  84,  the  Committee  came  afterwards  to  the 
following  Refolutions.  I.  That  the  Number  of  efFedive 
Men  to  be  provided  for  Guards  and  Garrifons  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  for  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  for  the  Year  1728, 
including  1850  Invalids  and  555  Men  for  the  fix  Indepen- 
dent Companies  for  the  Service  of  the  Highlands,  be  22,955 
Men,  CommifTion  and  Non-CommilTion  Officers  included. 
II.  That  the  Sum  of  786,974!.  2  s.  9  d.  be  granted  for 
defraying  the  Charge  of  the  faid  22,955  efFedive  Men. 
Thefe  Refolutions,  beipg  the  next  Day  reported,  were  a- 
greed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Feb.  12.  Sir  Paul  Methuen,  by  his  Majefty's  Command, 
laid  before  the  Houfe  Copies  of  feveral  Treaties  and  Allian- 
ces, and  other  Papers,  which  were  order'd  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

Feb.  1 4.  The  Houfe,  in  a  grand  Committee  on  the  Supply, 
confider'd  of  the  Eftimate  of  the  Charge  of  2224  Horfe,  1836 
Dragoons,  and  8034  Foot  of  the  Troops  of  the  Landgrave  of 
HefTe-Caflel,  for  the  Year  1 728.  Then  a  Motion  being  made, 
that  the  Sum  of  230,923  1.  i  /  s.  8  d.  be  granted  for  the  faid 
Charge,  the  fame  occafion'd  a  great  Debate.     Mr  Horatio  ^^  ^ ,   ,  ,.„ 
Walpole  hereupon  fet  forth  the  State  of  Affairs  in  Europe  for  tio"  for  kecpaig 
fome  Years  palt,  and  endeavcTur'd  to  Ihew  the  abfolute  Necef-  For^'s^forUicYcar 
fity  of  keeping  v!p  all  our  forces  'till  tJie  End  of  the  prefent  *^*^' 
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Negotiations,  particularly  the  1 2,000  Men,  which,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Hanover,  Great  Britain  ftood  engaged  to  furnifh. 
He  was  anfwer'd  by  Mr  Daniel  Pulteney,  Mr  W.  Pulteney, 
Sir  William  Wyndham,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawfon,  and  Mr 
t^w.  wynSham.  Bramfton,  Member  for  Maiden,  who  objeaed,  '  That  by  the 
lix  Bramftott^"*  ^^^^  Treaty,  the  contrafting  Parties  were  Dot  obliged  to  furnifh 
the  Succours  ftipulated  therein,  but  within  two  Months  after 
Requifition  ;  and  that,  even  in  fuch  a  cafe,  Great-Britain 
was  only  to  furnifh  Men  of  War,  or  Tranfport-Siiips,  or  even 
Subfidies  of  Money,  at  the  Choice  of  the  Party  requiring  the 
•fc  H.  Waipole.  f^id  Succours.'  To  this  Mr  Walpole  replyed,  '  That  the 
late  King,  in  his  great  VVifdom,  had  thought  fit  to  provide 
betimes  the  faid  Body  of  1 2,000  Men,  ia  order  to  ob:ain  the 
Ends  of  the  Treaty  of  Hanover  :  That  with  this  View  a  Con- 
vention was  made  with  the  Landgrave  of  He  ire-CafTcl,  whofe 
droops  were  the  moft  ready  at  Hand  for  that  Purpofe,  and 
much  cheaper  than  the  railing  and  mantaming  National 
Troops  :  That  the  Necefilty  of  making  this  Convention  was  the 
greater,  by  reafon  of  an  uiiforefeen  Difiippointaient  from  one 
of  the contradling  Parties  in  the  foremention'd  Alliance  :  That 
Time  had  fhewn,  that  the  taking  the  faid  i  2,000  Men  into 
his  Majelly's  Service  was  a  wife  and  necelFary  Precaution, 
fince  they  had  hitherto  prevented  the  Kindling  of  a  War  in 
Germany  ;  and  that  as  the  fame  Reafons,  for  wiiich  they 
were  taken  into  Pay,  ftill  fubflilcd,  it  was  Prudence  and  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  to  continue  that  Expence  till  the  intended 
Congrefs  at  Cambray  was  over.''  Then  the  Queftion  being 
put  upon  the  Motion  above-mentioned,  it  was  carried  in  the 
Affirmative  by  280  Votes  qgainil  84. 

Feb.  15.  Sir  Charles  Turner  reported  the  faid  Refolution, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Feb.  16.  Mr  Chocke,  from  the  Exchequer,  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  an  Account  of  the  Monies  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
arifen  upon  the  Duties  on  Coals  and  Culm,  from  September 
29th,  1720,  to  September  29th,  1727,  dillinguifhing  each 
Year  ;  and  alfo  an  Account  of  the  preient  annual  and  other 
Charges  thereupon. 

Feb.  ig.  It  was  rcfolved  to  addrefs  his  Majefly  for  a  parti- 
cular and  diftinft  Account  of  the  Dillribution  of  the  Sum  of 
250,000  1.  which,  in  an  Account  laid  before  this  Houfe, 
fhevving  how  the  Money  given  for  the  Year  1727  has  been 
difpofed  of,  is  charged  to  have  been  ifTued  for  other  Expences 
and  Engagements,  over  and  above  fuch  as  are  therein  parti- 
cularly fpecihed,  for  fecuring  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  this 
Kingdom,  and  preferving  and  reHoring  the  Peace  of  Europe  ; 
and  of  the  Time  or  Times  when  the  laid  Sum  of  250,000  1. 
was  iffued  and  diftributed. 
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Teh.  23.  The  Commons,  in  a  Committee  on  the  Supply,   Anroi.  gm.  n. 
came,  inter  alia,  to  the  following  Refolution,    viz.  *  That  \_i '— ^"- '  _| 
1,750,000  1.  be  railed  by  Grant  or  Sale  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, of  Annuities  not  exceeding  70,000  1.  per  Annum,  being  Japp§"^ei^i!'ft^ 
after  the  Rate  of  4.  1.   per  Cent,  per  An7ium,  redeemable  by  raiie  £,750,0001. 

_     ,.  r  \  1        rt  r.  1    on  the  Coal  Duty. 

Parliament,  to  commence  from  the  24th  or  June  1728,  and 
to  be  charged  on  the  Duties  on  Coals  and  Culm.'     Hereupon  ^''^'^  ihcreon. 
Mr  William  Pulteney  obferv'd,  *  That  the  Shifting  of  Funds  Mr  w.  Puitcncy. 
was  but  perpetuating  Taxes,  and  putting  off  the  evil  Day  ; 
and  that  notwithftanding  the  great  Merit  that  fome  had  built 
on  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  appear'd  that  the  National  Debt  had 
been  incieafed  fmce  the  fetting  up  of  that  pompous  Projeft.' 
Upon  which  Sir  Nathaniel  Gould,  an  eminent  Merchant,  faid,  skNatkCona, 
*  He  apprehended  that   Gentleman  had  his  Notions  out  of  a 
Treatife,  intitled,  A  State  of  the  National  Debt,  Sec.  fuppofed 
to  be  written  by  that  very  Gentleman  ;  but  that  if  heunderllood. 
any  Thing,  it  was  Numbers,  and  he  durfl:  pawn  his  Credit 
and  Reputation  to  prove  that  Author's  Calculations  and  Infe- 
rences to  be  falfe  and  erroneous.'     To  this  Mr  Pulteney  re-  Mr  Vi^  Puitenef. 
ply'd,  '  That  he  took  them  to  be  right ;  and  he  would  like- 
wife  pawn  his  Credit  and  Reputation  to  make  good  his  Affcr- 
tion.'  Upon  this  Sir  Robert  Walpole  took  up  the  Cudgels,  and  sir  R.  Wa:pole. 
faid,  '  He  would  maintain  what  Sir  Nathaniel  Gould  nad  ad- 
vanced.'    Several  warm  Expreffions  having  pafs'd  on  both 
Sides,  Mr  Hungerford  interpofed,  in  a  jocular  Speech,  tliat  i^f  ^^ungerfoM. 
put  the  Houfe  in  good  Humour,  and  fo  the  Difpute  ended. 

Feb.  26.  A  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Petition  of  tiic 
Commons  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Council  ailem-  Reii'ef'wi?h"l^I" 
bled,  was  prefented  to  tlie  Houfe,  fetting  forth,  '  That  the  to  the  Coai-Diiiy. 
Duties  alreadylaid  uponCoals  and  Culm  imported  into  the  Port 
of  London  affeft  their  Trade  only  ;  and  that  the  Inequality  of 
the  Burthen  thereof  is  a  great  Difcouragement  to  the  Manu- 
fadlures,  as  well  as  an  Hardfhip  upon  tne  whole  trading  Peo- 
ple in  and  about  the  City  of  London  ;  and  praying  the  Confi- 
deration  of  the  Houfe,  and  fuch  Relief  as  to  the  Houfe  fhall 
feem  meet.'    But  a  Motion  being  mad'',  and  theQueftion  put, 
that  the  faid  Petition  be  rejeded,  it  was  carry'd  in  the  Affir-  vvhich  i;: rejcftwJ, 
mative,  by  214  Voices  Egainil  92. 

Then  Sir  Charles  Turner  reported  the  above  Refolution, 
which  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  a  Motion  being  made 
and  the  Quellion  put,  that  the  faid  Refolution  be  recommitted, 
it  pafled  in  the  Negative  :  After  which  the  faid  Refolution 
was,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Feb.  29.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  reported  to  the  Houfe,  '  Thr.t 
their  Addrcfs  for  a  particular  and  dillincl  Account  cf  the 
Sum  of  250,000 1.  ocC.  had  been  prefented  to  his  Majcli:}-, 
and  tiiUt  his  Majelly   had  commanded  him  to   acquaint  the 

liov.U. 


The  Kine's  An- 
fwer  to  the  Com- 
mons Addrefs  for 
an  Account  of 
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(       24       ) 

Houfe,  "  That  the  late  King,  his  Majefly's  Royal  Father, 
"  having  the  like  Occafion,  received  from  the  laft  Parliament 
"  the  moil  dutiful  Acknowledgments  of  his  great  Care  and 
"  Wifdom,  in  taking  fuch  Steps,  and  entering  into  fuch  En- 
"  gagements,  as  he  tiiought  would  beft  conduce  to  the  Secu- 
"  rity  of  this  Kingdom,  and  the  Prefervation  of  the  Peace 
*'  of  Europe  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  ftrongeft  Aflurances 
**  of  their  future  Support,,  in  all  fuch  farther  Meafures,  as  he 
*'  Jhould  find  neceflary  and  expedient,  for  preventing  a  Rup- 
"  ture,  and  for  the  Honour  and  Advantage  of  thefe  King- 
*'  doms :  And  a  Power  being  accordingly  given  by  Parlia- 
*'  ment  to  his  late  Majefty,  for  ifluing  and  applying  fuch 
*'  Sums  of  Money  as  he  fhould  find  neceflary,  for  anfwering 
*'  and  defraying  fuch  Expences  and  Engagements,  as  had 
*'  been  or  {hould  be  made  for  thefq  great  and  neceflary  Pur- 
*'  pofes ;  fome  Part  of  the  Money,  mentioned  in  this  Ad- 
*'  drefs,  had  been  iflTued  and  difljurfed  by  his  late  Majefty  ;  and 
*'  the  remaining  Part  had  been  applied  by  his  prefent  Majefty, 
*'  for  carrying  on  the  fame  neceflary  Services  ;  for  ftrength- 
*'  ning  his  Alliances ;  and  in  fulfilling  Engagements  of  the 
*'  utmoft  Importance  to  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  to  the  general 
*'  Tranquility  of  Europe,  and  which  require  the  greateft 
**  Secrecy.  His  Majefty  therefore  hopes,  That  this  Houfe 
*'  will  repofe  the  fame  Confidence  in  him ;  and  be  afliured,  that 
*'  the  Money  has  been  neceflarily  expended,  purfuant  to  the 
*'  Power  given  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  and  for  the  Ufes  and 
*'  Purpofes  thereby  direfted  ;  and  that  a  particular  and  diftinft 
*'  Account  thereof  cannot  be  given  without  manifeft  Preju- 
"  dice  to  the  Publick." 

Upon  this  Mr  Pulteney  raifed  feveral  weighty  Objections 
■  againft  fuch  a  vague  and  general  Way  of  Accounting  for 
publick  Money,  as  tending  to  render  Parliaments  altogether 
infignificant  and  ufelefs  ;  to  cover  Imbezzlements  ;  and  to 
fcreen  corrupt  and  rapacious  Minifters;  Urging  the  Increafe  of 
the  National  Debt,  notwithftanding  the  fo  much  boafted 
Sinking  Fund,  and  infilling  on  having  that  important  Affair 
immediately  debated  in  a  Grand  Committee.  But  the  Court- 
Party  waved  it,  by  moving  to  adjourn  the  Houfe  to  the 
4th  of  March  ;  which,  after  fome  Debate,  was  carried  in 
the  Affirmative  by  202  Votes  againft  66. 

March  4.  The  Commons,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  confider'd  of  the  State  of  the  National  Debt,  and 
the  proper  Officers  v/ere  examin'd  as  to  the  following  Ac- 
<-ounts,  viz.  1.  An  Account  of  fuch  National  Debts,  in- 
ii;ned  before  December  25,  1716,  as  are  redeemable  by 
Piiiliament,  with  the  Intercft  attending  the  fame,  and  when 
the  fame  are  redeemable,  II.  An  Account  of  the  Money 
puiJ  incu  the  E.wlii'queronthv  Duties  on  Coals aijd  Culm,  from 

the 
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the  29th  of  September  1 720,  to  the  29th  of  September  1 727*   Anno  i.  g&,.  n. 
diftinguifhing  each  Year ;  and  alfo  the  Account  of  the  pre-  \_  '— ^-■"  j 
fent  annual   and  other  Charges  thereupon.      III.  An  Ac' 
count  Ihewing  how  the  Money  given  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1727  hath  been  difpofed  of,   diftinguilh'd  under    the 
feveral  Heads,  until  the  15th  of  February,   1727,   with  the 
Deficiency  thereupon.     IV.  An  Account  of  the  Eftimate  of 
the  Debt  of  his  Maj^fty's  Navy,  as  it  Hood  on  the  31ft  of 
December,   1727-     Then  a  Motion  was  made  by  the  Cour- 
tiers, *  That  it  appears,  That  the  Monies  already  iffued  and 
applied    towards  difcharging  the  National  Debts,  incurred 
before  Chriftmas  1 7 1 6,  together  with  the  Sum  of  220,435  1. 
16  s.  4  d.  Iq.  which  will  be  ifTued  at  Lady-Day  1728,  to- 
wards riifcharging    the    faid  Debts,   amount    to   6,648,7621.   Debate  thereon. 
5  s.   I  d.  4r  q.     Hereupon  there   arofe  a  very  warm  Debate, 
and  Mr  Daniel  Pulteney  endeavour'd  to  fhew  the  fallacious  MrOan.Puitcney. 
Tendency  of  that  Motion  ;  and  was  feconded  by  Mr  William  m,  w.  Pviwr^y. 
Pukeney,  and  fupported  by  Lord  Morpeth,  Mr  Shippen,  and  ^"'*s,^^''^T.^" 
Sir  William  Wyndham.    They  faggefted  in  general,   '  That  sir  w.  vvyndbim. 
notwithftanding  the  Supplies  that  were  annually  raifed  in  the 
laft  Reign  ;  notwithilanding  the  great  Sums  of  Money  given 
from  Time  to  Time,   for  extraordinary  Expences  and  Secret 
Service  ;   notwithftanding  the  Produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  ; 
yet  the  Fublick  Debts,   for  the  gradual  Difcharge  of  which 
that  famous   Projeft  was  faid  to  be  contrived,   were  ratiier 
increafed  than  leflened  ;  and  this  in  a  Time  of  almoft  unin- 
terrupted Peace  and  Tranquility,   which  muft  be  owing  to  a 
very    profufe  Management   of  the   publick  Treafare  ;   and 
yielded  but  a  very  melancholy  Profped ;   fince  at  this  Rate 
our  Debts  muft  ftill  grow  faftcr  in  cafe  of  a  War  or  pub- 
lick  Troubles  ;  fo  that  the  heavy  and  numerous  Taxes  that 
now  lay  upon  the  Nation,    muft  be  perpetuated  to  the  latcft 
Pofterity.'     Then,  entering  upon  Particulars,  they  took  No- 
tice of  the  Artifice  with  which  the  Accounts  that  lay  be- 
fore them,  were   drawn  up  ;  That  in   order  to  fwell  that 
of  the  Sums  faid  to  have   been  ilTued  and  applied  towards 
the     Difcharge    of     the    publick    Debts,    incurred    before 
Chriftmas  1716,  there  were  added  to  it  above  three  Mil- 
lions,   for    the  advanced    Price  given   in    the  Year    1720, 
in  order  to  make  the  Ir redeem ables  redeemable,  which  could 
not  properly  be  call'd  a  Payment  of  thole  Debts ;    whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,    in  the  Account  of  the  prcfent  National 
Debt,  or  of  the  Increafe  of  that  Debt  fince  Chriftmas  1716, 
feveral  large  Sums  were  omitted,  particularly  One  Million,      * 
raifed  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Civil  Lift,  and  feveral  Dencien-' 
cies  on  the  Land  Tax,  Malt,  and  other  Funds,  which  certain- 
ly ftill  remained  a  publick  Debt.'    Hereupon  Sir  Robert  W-jl- 
pole,  having  ftiew'd  the  Nature  and  State  of  the  publick  Debts, 
\  0  L.  II.  D  aud 
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Aiii.oi.G.'.o.n.  and  the  Operation  and  Efficacy  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  ftrenu- 
1717-28.         ouily  maintain'd  the  Aflertion  contained  in  the  Motion.    The 

^"""^  oppofite  Party  perceiving  that  the  Majority  of  the  Committee 

were  for  the  Motion,  moved  that  Mr  Speaker  fhould  refume 
the  Chair ;  but,  after  fome  Debate,  the  QuelHon  being  put 
upon  this  fecond  Motion,  it  was  tarried  in  the  Negative 
by  .250  Voices  againft  97.  I'hen  the  Quellion  being  put 
upon  the  firll  Motion,  it  Vvas  carried  without  dividing  ;  and 
the  farther  Confideration  of  the  State  of  the  Nation,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  National  Debt,  vvas  put  off  to  the  8th. 

The  Rdoiutioiii  of      March  8.  The   Commons,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 

liKitu'iiw""""  Houfe,  refumed  the  Confideration  of  the  National  Debt,  and 
after  a  long  Debate  came  to  the  following  Refolutions,  which, 
together  with  the  Refolution  of  the  4th  Inftant,  are  as  follow : 
viz.  I.  That  the  Monies  already  iilued  and  applied  towards 
difcharging  the  National  Debts  incurred  before  Chriftmas 
1716,  together  vv'ith  the  Sum  of  220,435  '•  '^  ^-  4  '^^  i  ^• 
which  will  be  ifTued  at  Ladyday  1728,  towards  difcharg- 
ing the  faid  Debts,    amount  to  6,648,762  1.   5  s.   i  d.  4  q- 

II.  That  the  feveral  National  Debts,  including  the  Debt 
of  the  Navy  as  it  ftood  December  31,  1727,  contrafted 
.and  incurred  fmce  December  25,  171 6,  for  anfwering  and 
defraying  the  annual  Charges  and  Kxpences  of  the  Publick, 
for  the  current  Service  of  the  feveral  Years  fmce  the  faid 
25th  of  December,  1716,  amounted  on  the  8th  Day  of 
March,    1727,    to  the  Sum  of  2,605,545  1.   "^s.    o  d.   fq. 

III.  That  the  National  Debt  contracted  fmce  the  25th 
of  December,  1 7 1 6,  for  or  in  refpeft  of  the  Sum  advanced 
by  the  South-Sea  Company,  purfuant  to  an  Aft  of  the 
5th  Year  of  King  George  I.  for  the  Liberty  of  increafmg 
their  Capital  Stock,  being  fo  much  thereof  as  was  apply'd  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  doth  amount  to  the  Sum  of  328,673  I. 
4  s.  10  d.  5;  q.  IV.  That  the  National  Debt  contrafted 
fmce  the  25  th  of  December  1716,  for  making  good  the 
yearly  Deficiencies  of  the  General  Fund,  from  the  Efta- 
bliihment  thereof  to  and  for  the  Year  ending  at  Michael- 
mas, 1726,  the  Surplus  whereof  is  applicable  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  amounts  to  the  Sum  of  703,740  1.    6  s.  2  d.  ^  q. 

wi.ich,  heire  re-        March  12.  Sir  Charles  Turner  having  reported  the  above- 

occarlorra^'c"uha'''iiienlioned  four  Refolutions,  the  fame  occafioned  a  long  De- 

Dcbuit.  bate,  which  was  chiefly  managed  by    Mr  William    Pulteney 

Mrw.puitcncy.   qj^  j.}jg  one  fide,  and  Sir  Robert  Vv'^alpolc  on  thc  Other.   Upon, 

**i)oi,.      ^j^^  whole,  the  Firft  of  the  faid  Refolutions   being   read  a 

fecond  Time,  and   a  Motion   made,  and  the  Queftion  being 

put.  That  the  faid  Refolution  be   re-committed,   it  paffed  in 

the  Negative  :  After  which  the  f:ud  Refolution  was  agreed  to 

by  the  Houfe.     The  Second  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond 

Time,  and  a  Motiofl  being  made,  and  the    Quellion   being 

put. 
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■put.   That  the  fald  Refolution  be  re-committed,  it  pafTed  in  Anno  i.  hjo.it. 
the  Negative  :  Then  the  faid  Refolution  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe.     The  Third  Refolution,    being  read  a   fecond 
Time,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.     The  Fourth  Refolution 
being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was,  with  an  Amendment,  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz.  Refolved,  That  the  tu'c  commiiteL-' " 
National  Debt  contrafted  fincetiie  25th  of  December,  171 6,  nJufc^;"' ''^""'' 
for  making  good  the  yearly  Deficiencies  of  the  General  Fund, 
from  the  Eltabliniment   thereof,  to  and   for  the  Year  ending 
at  Michaelmas,  1726,  the  Surplus  whereof  is  applicable  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  amounts  to  the  Sum  of  703,740  1.  6  s.  2  d.  {  q. 
and  that   by  Virtue  of  two  Ads  of  Parliament  of  the  5th 
Year  of  King  George  I.  farther  Additions  have  been  made 
to  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  for  making 
good    feveral   Deficiencies   of  the    original   and    additional 
Funds  of  the  faid  Company,  fettled  and  eftablifhed  before  the 
25  th  December,    1716,    amounting  together  to  the  Sum  of 
290,028  1.   19  s.   1 1  d.  J;  q. 

The  Courtiers   having  carried    their   Point  fo  far.  It  was 
moved,  and  refolved,    Nem.    Con.  That  an  humble  Repre-  Anrfs  Committee 
fentation  be  made  to  his  Majelly  upon  the  faid  Reiblutions,  up  a  Reprefemar 
and  upon  the  Debate   of  the  Houfe,  laying  before  his  Ma-  |,'f"?h°*^Na'tionar 
jefty  a  particular  Account  of  the  National  Debts  difcharged  ^^^J^Jj-  '3^/',;^'"' 
and  incurred  fmce  the  25  th  Day  of  December,   1716,  dif-  Pubiick  credit. 
tinguifhed   under  their  proper    Heads  and  Services  ;    with  a 
State  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  '.f  the  Pubiick   Credit ;  and 
a  Committee  was  appointed  to  diaw   up  the   faid  Reprefen- 
tation. 

Jpril  5,    The  Houfe  was    informed,  that  an  Article  re- 
lating  to  the  Duty  upon   Wrought-Plate,  which  amounted 
to  300,000  1.  was   omitted  to  be  inferted  in  the  Account  of 
all  the  Pubiick  Debts,  at  the    Receipt  of  his   Majelly's   Ex-  Dcbr^teconcernim; 
chequer,  Handing  out  at  Chriftmas,    1727,  with  the  annual  tji^'^^omiffion  cf  :m 
Intereft  paid  for  the  fame  :  Hereupon  it  was  ordered,  That  in  the  Acccum  rf' 
Mr   Chocke  have  Leave   to  withdraw  the  faid  Account;  ^■''=  i^"^''^^^ i^-^''- 
and  that  he  do  prefent  to  the  Houfe  a  perfeft  Account   of 
all  the  pubiick  Debts,    at  the  Receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Ex- 
chequer, ftanding  out  at  Chrlilmas    1727,   with   the  annual 
Interell:  paid  for   the  fame.    This  moll  extraordinary   Omif- 
fion,   however,   occafioned  a  great  Complaint  and   Debate, 
wherein   fevere   Refledtions   were  made  on  the  Negledl  and 
Careleflhefs,  with   vvhich  the  Pubiick  Accounts,  laid  before 
the   Houfe,  were   drawn  up ;  and  thereupon  it  was  moved. 
That,    in    order    to  prevent  the  fame  for  the   future,  all 
Accounts,  to  be  delivered  to  this  Houfe  from  the  Exchequer, 
be  figned  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  the  Clerk  of 
the  PelU,  or  by  their  lawful  Deputies,  or  chief  Clerks,  or 
D  2  one 
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one  of  them ;  But  the  Queftion  being  put  upon  the  faid  Mo- 
tion, it  was  carried  in  the  Negative. 

The  fame  Day  Mr  Chocke  prefented  to  the  Houfe  an 
Account  of  all  Money  that  has  in  any  manner  been  paid,  or 
any  Exchequer-Bills  which  have  been  made  out  for  Intereft, 
Circulation  and  Charges  of  Management  of  the  4,561,025  1. 
principal  Exchequer-Bills  flanding  out  at  Chriftmas  1716, 
with  the  like  Payments  for  the  three  Millions  in  Ex- 
chequer-Bills, made  out  purfuant  to  the  A£ls  of  the  6th, 
8th  and  9th  Years  of  King  George  I.  diftindl  from  any 
Payments  relating  to  any  other  Exchequer-Bills  ;  with  an 
Account  of  what  Money  on  the  fame  has  been  fatislied,  and 
which  of  the  faid  Principal  Sums  in  Exchequer-Bills  have 
been  paid  off.     After  this  tlie  Houfe  adjoum'd  to  the  8th. 

Jpril  8.  Mr  Chocke  from  the  Exchequer  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  an  Account  of  all  the  publick  Debts  at  the  Receipt 
of  his  Majelly's  Exchequer,  due  or  Handing  out  at  Chriftmas 
1 727,  vvith  the  annual  Intereft  paid  for  the  fame.  Then  the 
proper  Officers  were  order'd  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  I.  An 
Account  of  the  Money  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  arifen  upon 
the  Duty  on  Coals  and  Culm  from  March  25,  1 7 1 9,  to  March 
25,  1728,  and  alfo  an  Account  how  the  fame  has  been  ap- 
plied, diftinguifhing  each  Year.  II.  An  Account  of  what 
Arrears  of  Land-Taxes  were  Handing  out  at  Michaelmas 
1727.  III.  An  Account  of  what  Arrears  of  Window-Taxes 
were  Handing  out  at  Michaelmas,  1727. 

Then  Sir  William  Yonge  reported  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  Reprcfentation  to  be  made  to  his 
Majefty,  upon  the  Reiblutions  of  the  Houfe,  of  trie  12th  of 
March,  and  upon  the  Debate  of  the  Houfe,  laying  before 
his  Majefty  a  particular  Account  of  the  National  Debts  dif- 
charged  and  incurred  fmce  the  25th  of  December  1716, 
with  a  State  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  of  the  Publick  Cre- 
dit, that  they  had  drawn  up  the  faid  Reprcfentation,  which 
he  reported  to  the  Houfe,  and  being  twice  read,  the  fame  was, 
after  fome  Debate,  vvith  fome  Amendments,  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe  ;  and  it  was  refolved.  That  the  faid  Reprefenta- 
tion  be  prefented  to  his  Majelly  by  the  whole  Houfe. 

April  10.  The  Houfe  prefented  to  the  King  the  faid  Re- 
prefentation,  the  Subllance  wliereof  being  already  fct  forth 
in  the  Refolutions  of  the  Houfe  thereupon,  \_See  />.  26.] 
We  think  it  needkfs  to  fwdi  this  Work  with  the  Particu- 
lars, at  large. 

April  1 1.  Mr  Speaker  reported  to  the  Hoafe  his  Majefly's 
Anfwcr  to  their  Repreil'iiUition  about  the  National  Debt, 
as  follows. 


Gentlemen, 
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Annoi,  Ceo.  R. 

Gentlemen,  U—^v-*— ' 

«*  T  Cannot  but  be  very  well  pleafed  with  this  Reprefcnta-  The  Kina's  Anfwcr 
*'  X  tion,  which  muft  give  general  Satisfaftion  to  all  my  fc^^tjon"^  ^^^'*" 
*'  People,  by  removing  thofe  groundlefs  Jealoufies  and  Ap- 
"  prehenfions,   which  have  been  propagated  and  difperfed 
**  throughout  the  Kingdom. 

"  The  happy  EfFeds  of  the  flourifhing  State  of  the  Pub- 
**  lici<  Credit  are  too  fenfibly  felt  and  feen,  not  to  be  con- 
*•  fefled  and  acknowledged  by  every  Body. 

*'  The  Provifion  made  for  gradually  difcharging  the 
**  National  Debt  is  now  become  fo  certain  and  considerable, 
*'  tliat  nothing,  but  feme  unforefeen  Event,  can  alter  or 
*'  diminifh  it ;  which  gives  us  the  faireft  Proipedl  of  feeing 
*'  the  Old  Debts  difcharged,  without  any  Neceflity  of  in- 
*'  curring  New. 

"  And  you  may  be  aflured,  That  it  ftiall  be  my  particular 
**  Care  and  Study  to  maintain  and  preferve  the  Publick 
**  Credit ;  to  improve  the  Sinking  Fund  ;  and  to  avoid  all 
**  Occafions  of  laying  any  new  Burthens  upon  my  People." 

May  6.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  delivered  to  the  Houfe  a  Mef- 
fage  fign'd  by  his  Majefty,  which  was  read  by  Mr  Speaker, 
as  follows,  viz. 

GEORGE   R. 

I  S  Majefty  beinn;  under  fome  Enffasrements,  entered  The  King's  wef- 


H 


into,  and  concerted  with  the  Advice  and  Concur-  Credit, 
"  rence  of  the  laft  Parliament,  for  fecuring  the  Trade  and 
*'  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom,  and  for  reftoring  and  pre- 
*•  ferving  the  Peace  of  Europe  ;  and  having  been  enabled  to 
*•  anfwer  and  defray  the  Charges  and  Expences  thereof,  as 
*'  far  as  they  have  hitherto  become  due  and  payable,  and 
*'  there  being  ftill  wanting  a  Sum  not  very  conliderable,  to 
*'  pcrfeft  and  fulfil  thefe  Obligations,  relying  upon  the  Duty 
•*  and  Affcclion  of  his  Commons,  hopes  they  will  enable  him 
"  to  difcharge  fuch  Engagements,  as  ftill  remain  unfatisfied 
*'  upon  this  liead  of  Service." 

The  Confideration  of  this  MelTage  was  put  off  to  the  next 
Day. 

May  7.  The  Houfe  took  into  Confideration  his  Majefly's 
Meffage,  and  after  fome  Debate,    it  was  at  laft  refolved.  Debate  thereon. 
by  237  Voices  againft  101,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  a  vote nf  Credi; 
pre'entcd  to  liis  Majefty,  to  declare  the  Duty  and  P'idelity  A^Jarefs "Jn'^hit'''' 
of  this   Houfe  to  liio  Majefty,  and  the  entire  Confidence  occutioa. 
which  they  repofe  in  hiis  Royal  Care  of,  and  Goodnefs  to,  his 
People  i   and  to  ii'A\nc  hii  Majefty,  that  this  iioufe  will 

enaiilc 
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Anno  I.  Geo.  11.  enable  his  Majefty  to  anfwer  and  defray  tne  Charges  and 
^    -  -    J  Expences,  that  ftilJ  remain  unfatisfied,  of  the  Engagements 
entred  into  and  concerted,  for  fecuring  the  Trade  and  Navi- 
gation of  this  Kingdom,  and  for  reftoring  and  preferving  the 
Peace  of  Europe. 

May  8.  The  Commons  prefented  the  faid  Addrefs  to  his 
Majelty,  who  return'd  the  following  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
^I're't"  ^'^^^'"      "  T  Return  you  my  Thanks  for  this  \er/  dutiful  and  af- 
"  A  feftionate  Addrefs ;  and  you  may  be  affiired  that  the 
"  Confidence,  you  repofe  in  me,  fhall  be  empIoyM  for  the 
*'  Publick  Good,  and  Support  of  the  Common  Caufe." 

May  1 7.  A  Motion  being  made,  *  That  an  humble  Ad- 
drefs be  prefented  to  his  Majefly,  that  he  would  be  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  give  Diredlions,  that  the  proper  Ofiicer  do 
lay  before  this  Houfe  an  Account  of  the  Sale  of  Wooas, 
and  Grants  of  the  Falls  of  Woods,  by  his  late  IVIajelly,  fiom 
Chriftmas,  1715,  to  June  i,  1727,  and  how  the  fame  have 
been  accounted  for  : '  Jt  occafion'd  a  warm  Debate,"  whereir* 
^Jr  vv.  ruiteneyv  Mr  William  Pulteney  urg'd,  *  That  through  the  Connivance 
^unt^oforantfof  of  fome  Men  in  Favour  with  our  late  mofl  gracious  King, 
Crown!  ^™'"  ""=  his  Majefly's  Goodnefs  had  been  abufed  in  feveral  Grants  of 
confiderable  Falls  of  Woods,  to  the  great  Detriment  and 
Walle  of  the  Royal  Forefts,  at  a  Time  when  the  Nation 
flood  in  fo  great  need  of  Timber,  for  the  Repairing  and 
Building  of  Ships  ;  and  therefore  he  thought  it  verj-  proper 
for  the  Houfe  to  inquire  by  what  Means  the  faid  Grants 
came  to  be  obtained.'  He  was  anfwered  by  Sir  Pvobert 
Sir  R.  w.i;poic.  Walpole,  who  reprefented,  '  That  fuch  an  Inquiiy  might  be 
injurious  to  the  Memory  of  fome  Dead,  and  after  all,  prove 
altogether  unprofitable  to  the  Living.'  Then  the  previous 
Queilion  being  put,  that  the  Queition  be  now  put,  it  pafled 
in  the  Negative. 

May  28.  The  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  the 
Commons  attending,  his  Majefty  made  the  following  Speech 
to  both  Houfes  : 


K'nn's  Sp<'(>':;i  at 
piiiri'itr  an  ) 
tfcc  Firft  Sc 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  Difpatch  you  have  given  to  the  Publick  Biifi- 
nefs,  and  the  advanced  Seafon  of  the  Year,  m:\ke 
*'  it  proper  for  me  to  put  an  End  to  this  Scflion  of  Pailia- 
"  ment. 

*'  The  Zeal  and  Unanimity  which  you  have  fhewn  in  all 
"  your  Proceedings,  in  regard  to  tht:  true  fntcrell  of  your 
*'  Country,  and  in  Support  of  the  Common  Caufe,  have  ful- 
*'  ly  anfwered  my  Expedations,  and  will,  1  am  pcrfuadcd, 

"  eive 
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"  give  general  Satisfaction  here  at  Home,  and  cannot  fail  of  Anno  i.  cee.u. 
"  having  their  due  Weight  and  Influence  Abroad.  .      ■-^-    j 

"  I  expeft  very  foon  to  hear  that  the  Congrefs  is  opened. 
**  The  Preliminary  Articles  having  laid  fo  good  a  Foundation 
*'  for  a  general  Pacification,  I  hope  all  Parties  will  bring  with. 
"  them  fuch  favourable  Difpofitions  for  finifhing  and  perfe6t- 
**  ing  this  defirable  Work,  that  we  fhall  foon  fee  a  happy 
"  Conclufion  of  this  important  Tranfaftion,  with  that  Satif- 
"  fadlion  to  Me  and  my  Allies,  which  may  reafonably  be  ex- 
*'  pefted  from  the  Jullice  of  our  Caufe,  and  the  mutual  Con- 
"  fidence  which  is  eftabliihed  among  us. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

•"  I  return  you  my  Thanks  for  the  efFedual  Supplies  you 
"  have  raifed  for  the  Service  of  the  Year.  The  prudent  Ap- 
"  plication  you  have  made  of  the  Produce  of  the  Sinking 
*'  Fund  will  contribute  to  the  Support  of  the  publick  Credit ; 
*'  and  the  Power  you  have  given  me  of  borrowing  500,000  1. 
"  for  the  Difcharge  of  the  Seamen's  Wages,  will  meet  with 
"  univerfal  Approbation. 
-     ■   My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  It  is  unneceiTary  for  me  to  recommend,  in  any  particular 
*'  Manner,  to  your  Care,  the  Prefervation  of  the  Publick 
"  Peace  in  your  feveral  Stations  and  Countries:  Your  own 
*'  Inclinations  will  naturally  lead  you,  by  a  due  Execution  of 
"  the  Laws,  and  a  faithful  Adminillration  of  Juflice,  to  pro- 
"  mote  upon  all  Occafions  the  Welfare  and  Profperity  of 
"  my  People. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the  The  Pariiaaijnt 
8th  of  Augult  :  They  were  afterwards  farther  prorogued  to  ^•'''^-^'■'•' 
the  2 1  ft  of  January. 

^^.  %  .*.  *  .%  ■%  .%  t- .%  .*■ .%  .%  •%  *  *  *  .%  .%  *  *  .% 

STEECHES  and  DEBATES 

In  the  Seco.md  Sessio.m   of  the 

Firfl  Parliament  of  King  George  II. 

ON  the  2iftof  January   the  Parliament  being  met  at  ai^'T  i- f;-"  Jt. 
Weftmlnller,  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,        ''-*"^' 
and  the  Commons  being  alto  corac  thither,  his  Ma- 
jelly  made  the  foUowiiig  Speech. 


Ms 
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taHo-t.  Ceo.  It. 

jn^^-  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  King's  spcKh  *'  T  -^"^  fcnfible  you  are  met  together  in  Expectation  of  be- 
at  °P|"j"£  t^c  se-  *•  j[  "'g  informed  of  the  prefent  Situation  of  publick  Affairs ; 
**  and  of  receiving  that  Satisfaction  which  the  Expences  alrea- 
*'  dy  made,  and  the  Apprehenfion  of  their  being  continued 
**  for  fome  longer  Time,  make  it  juft  and  reafonable  for  you 
♦*  to  defire. 

*'  The  Execution  of  the  Preliminary  Articles,  and  the 
*'  Opening  of  the  Congrefs  at  SoifTons,  laid  a  Foundation  for 
*'  you  to  entertain  Hopes  of  feeing,  very  foon,  the  happy 
*'  Fruits  and  Effedls  of  a  general  Pacification. 

"  But  the  various  and  cxtenfive  Views,  which  fell  under 
**  Confideration,  in  fettling  and  reconciling  the  different  In- 
"  terefts  and  Pretenfions  of  fo  many  different  Powers,  ap- 
**  peared  to  be  a  Work  of  fo  much  Time  and  Difficulty,  that 
**  the  Projeft  of  a  Provifional  Treaty  was  thought  of  as  a 
*'  proper  Expedient  ;  which  being  concerted  and  negotiated 
*'  among  the  Minifters  of  the  principal  Powers,  Parties  to  the 
"  Treaties  of  Hanover  and  Vienna,  was  approved  of  by  me 
"  and  my  Allies,  not  without  reafonable  Hopes  of  the  Con- 
**  currence  of  the  Imperial  Court  and  the  Court  of  Madrid. 

*'  But  no  definitive  Anfwer  being  yet  returned  by  either  of 
*'  them,  nor  the  Projefl  of  the  Provifional  Treaty  either  ac- 
*'  cepted,  or  rejefted,  the  Fate  of  Europe  is  flill  held  in  Suf- 
**  pence,  labouring  under  Difficulties  that  unavoidably  attend 
*'  fuch  a  doubtful  and  undetermined  Condition. 

"  It  is  with  no  fmall  Concern,  that  I  am  again  obliged  to 
•*  fpeak  to  my  Parliament  in  this  State  of  Uncertainty  ;  nor 
*'  am  I  infenfible  of  the  Burthens  which  my  Subjefts  bear,  and 
*'  that  in  our  prefent  Circumllances  fome  may  be  induced  to 
"  think,  that  an  adual  War  is  preferable  to  fuch  a  doubtful 
*'  and  imperfect  Peace.  But  as  the  Exchange  is  very  eafy 
*'  to  be  made  at  any  Time  ;  and  as  I  am  confident  I  fhall 
"  not  be  thought  backward  in  doing  myfelf  and  the  Nation 
*'  Judice,  when  a  proper  Occafion  calls  upon  me  for  it,  I 
*•  hope  you  will  believe,  that  a  juft  Regard  for  the  Eafe  and 
**  Interell  of  my  People  alone  prevailed  upon  me,  rather  to 
*'  fuffer  fome  temporary  Inconveniencies,  with  the  daily  Pro- 
"  fpeft  of  obtaining  a  fafe  and  lionourable  Peace  ;  than  too 
"  precipitately  to  kindle  a  War  in  Europe,  and  to  plunge 
*'  the  Nation  into  flill  greater  and  unknown  Expences.  But 
*'  how  diiagre;able  foever  thefc  Delays  may  be,  nothing  is 
**  more  unjuft  than  to  impute  them  to  the  Condud  of  me,  or 
"  my  Allies.  No  Endeavours  indeed  have  been  wanting  to 
"  feparate  and  difTolve  the  happy  Union  that  is  cllablifhed 
"  among  us  ;  but  long  Experience,  and  repeated  Proofs  of 
"  mutual  Fidelity,  have  fo  ftrengthened  and  cemented  thij 

*'  Alliance, 
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**  Alliance,  founded  upon,  and  united  by  common  Interefl,  /snno  2.  Geo.  11. 
"  that  all  Attempts  to  weaken  it,  or  to  create  Jealoufies  and  ^^t^-^9- 
*'  Diffidence  among  us,  have  prov^ed  as  vain  and  fruitlefs,  as 
"  the  Infinuations  to  the  contrary  are  falfe  and  groundlefs. 

'*  It  will  neverthelefs  be  incumbent  upon  us  to  bring  this 
**  important  Franfaftion  to  a  fpeedy  and  certain  Decifion, 
*'  that  if  a  Conclufion  can  be  put  to  itj  confiitent  with  the 
"  Security  and  Preiervation  of  the  Rights,  Privileges,  and 
**  Pofleihons  of  Great  Britain  and  my  Aihes,  the  BlelTmgs  of 
•*  Peace  may  be  difFufed  throughout  Europe,  and  my  King- 
*'  doms  again  enjoy  the  happy  Effects  of  a  fettled  '1  ranquility ; 
**  or,  if  this  cannot  be  had,  that  the  Allies  may  unite  with 
"  Vigour  and  Refolution,  and  exert  themfclves  in  procuring 
*'  that  Jullice  and  Saiisfadion  which  has  been  fo  long  de- 
*'  layed.  If  this  fhould  unavoidably  be  the  Cafe,  I  depend 
**  upon  the  Zeal  and  Affection  of  this  Parliament,  that  they 
**  will  chearfully  and  effeftually  fupport  me  in  carrj'ing  on  a 
**  juft  and  necffary  War. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

**  I  wifh'd  and  truly  hop'd  to  have  feen  the  publick  Ex- 
**  pences  leffent  d  before  this  Time,  but  the  prefent  Circum- 
*'  fiances  of  Affiirs  oblige  me  to  ask  of  you  f'uch  Supplies  as 
**  fhall  be  necelfary  for  anfwering  and  defraying  the  Charge 
"  and  Services  of  the  enfuing  Year,  and  for  enabling  me,  as 
*'  Events  may  require,  to  acl  with  Vigour,  and  in  Concert 
*'  with  my  Allies,  who  have  reioived  to  make  the  fame  Pre- 
*'  parations,  and  to  keep  on  Foot  all  their  extraor  linary  For- 
*'  ces :  I  will  order  the  proper  Eltimates  to  be  immediiuely 
*'  prepared  and  laid  before  you.  And  as  the  Produce  of  the 
*'  Sinking  Fund  has  exceeded  our  Expeftations,  I  mull  re- 
*'  commend  it  to  your  Care  to  make  a  farther  Application  of 
*'  it  to  its  proper  Ufes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  It  cannot  be  expeded  that  I  fhould  enter  into  the  feveral 
■*'  Caufes  and  Motives,  which  m.ay  have  occafioned  the  pre- 
*'  fent  Delays  in  the  Couris  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  ;  but  if, 
"  among  other  Reafons,  Hopes  given  from  hence  of  creating 
*'  Difcontents  and  Dlvifions  among  my  Subjects,  and  a  Pro- 
"  fpedl  of  feeing  Difficulties  arife  at  Home,  have  greatly  en- 
*'  couraged  them  in  their  dilatory  Proceedings  :  I  am  per- 
*'  fuaded,  that  your  known  AfFedlicn  to  me,  and  a  juft  Re- 
"  gard  for  your  own  Honour  and  the  Interell  and  Security 
"  of  the  Nation,  will  determine  you  efredually  to  difcour.ige 
"  the  unnatural  and  injurious  Practices  of  fome  Fev/,  wiio 
**  fuggeft  the  Means  of  dillrefTing  their  Country,  ar;!  aftcr- 
"  wards  clamour  at  the  Inconvt-niencies  which  tuey  them- 
"  felves  have  occafioned.  It  is  more  than  probable,  tl;;t 
*'  Foreign  Courts  will  v/ait  now  fo:  the  Keful;  of  your  Dcli- 

YoL.  IT,  E  '     '=  Ixra- 


Sir  G.  Oxcndcn'3 
Motign  for  an  Ad- 
ilrcli  of  Thanks. 


Debate  thereon. 

Sir  G.  Cxciiden. 
Mr  W.  Chelwynd, 
Mr  E.  Thonipfoii. 
tor  \V.  Yonge. 


ITr  Dcxitiir.jtcn. 
^Ir  H.  Wiipote. 
Lord  FJn^-h. 
l,r,.(i  Mabas. 
Mr  Ta'l'Pt- 
Sir  W.  Strickland. 
Sir  P.  Meth'.ien. 
Pir  R.  Wa'polc. 
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"  beratlons  ;  and  as  you  may  depend  upon  my  Conflancy  and 
"  Steadkiefs,  that  no  wicked  and  groundlefs  Suggeftions  or 
*'  Infinuations  Ihall  make  me  depart  from  my  prefent  Pur- 
"  pofes,  fo  I  entirely  rely  upon  your  Wifdom  and  Unanj- 
"mity,  to  convince  the  World,  that  fuch  pernicious  Defigns 
"  and  Intrigues  fhall  not  alter  that  AfFeftion,  Harmony,  and 
*'  good  Underftanding,  which  has  hitherto  fubfifted,  and  I 
"  hope  will  always  fubfilt,  between  me  and  my  Parliament., 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  Houfe,  and  the 
Speaker  having  reported  his  Majefty's  Speech,  Sir  George 
Oxenden  *  mov'd  for  an  Addrefs  to  return  his  Majefty  the 
Thanks  of  the  Houfe,  for  his  moil  gracious  Speech  ;  to  con- 
gratulate his  Majefty  upon  the  Arrival  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales ;  to  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  Goodnefs  and  Wifdom, 
in  avoiding  all  Difficulties  and  Delays,  by  concerting  the 
mort  expeditious  Methods  of  concluding,  with  Honour  and 
Juftice,  the  Negotiations  depending  at  SoilTons :  To  exprefs 
their  grateful  Senfe  of  his  Majefty's  tender  Regard  for  the 
Eafe  and  Intereft  of  his  People,  in  declining  to  plunge  the 
Nation  into  greater  and  unknown  Expences,  as  long  as  there 
is  a  Profpedl  of  obtaining  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace  :  To 
affure  his  Majefty,  that  this  Houfe,  fully  convinc'd,  that  his 
Majefty's  own  Honour,  and  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,  are, 
above  all  Things,  dear  and  precious  to  him,  entirely  relies 
upon  his  Majefty  to  do  himfelf  and  the  Nation  Juftice,  as 
foon  as  any  proper  Occafion  fliall  call  upon  hinv  for  it,  and 
to  fecure  the  Conunerce  of  this  Kingdom  :  Sir  George  Ox- 
enden was  feconded  by  Mr  Walter  Chetwynd,  Member  for 
Lichfield,  and  fupported  by  Mr  Edward  Thompfon,  and 
Sir  William  Yonge.  Some  Members  hereupon  took  Excep- 
tion at  the  Words  to  Secure  the  Co?nmerce,  inftcad  of  which 
they  thought  it  more  proper  to  fay,  Rejiore  the  Commerce  : 
And  to  fupport  their  Opinion,  took  Notice  of  the  many  and 
great  Lofles  fuftain'd  by  the  Britifti  Merchants,  by  the  De- 
predations of  the  Spaniards,  both  in  Europe  and  the  Weft- 
Indies  ;  not  without  refledling  on  fome  Perfons,  for  not  giv- 
ing proper  Orders  to  fecure  our  Trade,  to  reprefs  thofe  In- 
fults,  and  to  make  Reprifals,  according  to  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions. This  occafion'd  a  Debate,  upon  the  Queltion,  whe- 
tlier  the  Word  Secure  (liould  ftand,  or  whetiier  Rcjforc  fhould 
be  inferted  inftead  of  it ;  but  Sir  George  Oxenden,  Mr  Wal- 
ter Chetwynd,  Mr  Edward  Thompfon,  Sir  Williaiu  Yonge, 
Mr  Doddington,  Mr  Horatio  Walpole,  Lord  Finch,  Lord 
Malpas  *,  Mr  Talbot  f.  Sir  William  Strickland,  Sir  Paul  Me- 
tliuen,  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole  infifted  on  the  former  j  and 

on 

**  A  CoymAjlnr.  v  rj  tie  AJ,mh:'1ty. 
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•n  the  other  Hand,  Sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr  William  Ann©  i. 
Palteney,  Capt.  Vernon,  Mr  Shippen,  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  Mr 
Lutwyche,  Mr  Sandys,  and  Mr  Winnington,  were  as  ftre-  sirw.wyndham. 
nuous  for  the  latter  ;  and  an  eminent  Courtier  having  offer'd  5?'  w.  Puiicney. 

J  T«  11         rr      -  1     t    r>t  /•  •  1     /^  Capt.  Vetnon. 

to  produce  a  Pamphlet,  [Intitled,  Obfer'vations  on  the  ConduSi  Mr  shippen. 
»f  Great  Britain,  nuith  regard  to  the  Negotiations  and  other  Mr  i,ut«TrcL.' 
Tranfaaions  abroad,  1729.]  to  juftify  the  Conduft  of  Great  MrWi^ngton. 
Britain,  with  relation  to  the  fuppofed  Inaftivity  of  our  Squa- 
drons, and  the  Depredations  committed  by  the  Spaniards ; 
and,  with  that  View,  containing  Abftrafts  of  the  Inftruftions 
given  to  Admiral  Hofier,  and  the  other  Commanders  of  the  > 

Britifh  Squadrons ;  Mr  William  Pulteney  animadverted  upon, 
and  exploded  that  Pamphlet,  as  made  up  of  glaring  Mifre- 
prefentations  of  Fadls,  Inconfiftencies,  and  Contradiftions. 
He  urg'd,  '  That  tho'  the  Author,  by  his  bold  launching  into 
Politicks,  his  pretending  to  be  let  into  the  deepSft  Mylleries 
of  State,  and  his  publifhing  Part  of  the  Inftruftions  given  to 
our  Admirals,  would  be  thought  to  write  with  Authority  ; 
yet  it  feem'd  very  extraordinary,  and  highly  improbable, 
that  an  obfcure  and  namelefs  Pamphleteer  fhould  be  favour'd 
with  Papers  of  fuch  Importance  and  private  Nature :  That 
therefore  it  was  more  reafonable  to  believe,  that  this  Scribler 
had  furreptitioufly  procured  thefe  imperfedl  Lights  and  lame 
Abftra£ls  from  fomc  of  the  Under-Clerks,  which  he  printed 
with  his  crude  and  indigefted  Obfervations,  in  order  to  curry 
Favour  j  for  tliat  it  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that  Men  of 
io  great  Abilities,  as  they  who  are  at  the  Head  oi  our  Af- 
fairs, ftiould  not  know  the  Difference  between  the  Flotilla  and 
Galleons,  or  that  they  fail'd  from  two  Ports,  at  a  very  great 
Diftance  from  each  other.  Mr  Pulteney  was  back'd  by  Capt. 
Vernon,  Member  for  Penryn,  who  faid,  '  That  he  would 
not  pretend  to  determine,  whether  thofe  Scraps  of  Inftruftions 
publilh'd  in  the  Pamphlet  in  Queftion,  were  genuine  or  for- 
ged ;  but  this  he  would  venture  to  averr,  that  there  were 
in  them  feme  Things  fo  very  odd  and  inconfiftent,  as  gave 
them  a  very  fufpicious  Afpeft  ;  or,  if  genuine,  rendered  them 
imprafticable. '  Hereupon  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  faid,  •  That 
ftnce  the  Courtiers  fo  ftrenuouily  infilled  on  the  Word  Secure, 
he  would  readily  comply  with  them,  provided  a  fmall  Ad-- 
dition  was  made  to  the  Addrefs,  to  put  them  in  Mind  of  fe- 
curing  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People.  At  laft  the 
Queftion  being  call'd  for,  and  put,  Whether  the  Word  Se- 
cure (hould  Hand  >  It  was  carry'd  in  the  Affirmative,  by  249 
Votes  againlt  87  ;  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw 
up  the  faid  Addrefs, 

January  22.  Sir   George  Oxenden  reported  the  Addrefs  An  Addrcf? rcMv'i 
drawn  up  by  the  Committee,  which  was  agreed  to.  on  ana  prckmcd. 

Jan.  23.  The  Houfe  prefented  the  fame  to  the  King. 

E  2  Moa 


Anno  2   Geo.  11. 
1728-29. 


The  Addrelj. 
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Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE  your  Majelly's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subje6b, 
the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  beg  Leave  humbly  to  return  our  fincere  and  un- 
feigned Thanks  /or  your  Majelly's  moft  gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne. 

*  We  congratulate  your  Majefty  upon  the  fafe  Arrival  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wale?,  fo  much  to  the 
Joy  and  Satisfaftion  of  your  Majefty  and  all  your  People. 

*  We  are  not  infenfible  of  the  various  and  extenfive  Views, 
which  muft  naturally  ariie  in  fettling  and  reconciling  the 
different  Interefts  and  Pretenficns  of  fo  many  different  Powers, 
Parties  to  the  Treaties  of  Hanover  and  Vienna  ;  and  we 
acknowledge,  with  the  utmoil  Gratitude,  your  Majefty's 
great  Wifdom  and  Prudence,  in  avoiding,  as  far  as  was  pof- 
ffible,  all  Occafions  of  Difficulties  and  Delays,  by  concerting 
the  moft  expeditious  Methods  of  concluding,  with  Honour 
and  Juftice,  the  Negotiations  depending  at  SoifTons. 

*  We  have  the  Happinefs  to  fee  your  Majelty  indefatigable 
in  the  Purfuits  of  the  Interefts  of  your  People  ;  accommo- 
dating and  compofmg  the  publick  Differences,  declining  the 
Temptation  of  Military  Glory,  and  chufmg  rather  to  fe- 
cure  to  your  Subjeds  their  juft  Rights  and  Poffeffions,  by 
the  milder  Arts  of  Moderation  and  Forbearance,  than  to 
plunge  the  Nation  unneceiTarily  into  infinite  and  uixknown 
Expences. 

*  But  your  faithful  Commons  are  fo  fully  convinced,  that 
your  own  Honour,  and  the  Honour  of  your  Kingdoms, 
are  Confiderations  fo  dear  to  your  Majefty,  and  fo  infepa- 
rable  from  your  Royal  Mind,  that  we  can,  with  the  great- 
eft  Confidence  imaginable,  entirely  rely  upon  your  M.jefty's 
undoubted  Valour  and  Refolution  to  do  yourfelf  and  the 
Nation  Juftice,  whenever  a  proper  Occafion  calls  upon  you 
for  it ;  and  we  cannot  in  the  leaft  doubt,  from  your  Ma- 
jefty's  conftant  and  due  Regard  to  the  Rights,  Privileges, 
and  Interefts  of  your  People,  but  that  your  Princely  Care 
will  equally  extend  itfelf  to  the  Securing  our  Commerce, 
and  obtaining  a  juft  Satis Faftion  for  the  many  and  great 
LofTes  fuftain'd  by  your  trading  Si'bjefts. 

'  The  mutual  Harmony  and  Fidelity,  fo  firmly  eftablifhed 
and  fabfifiing  between  your  Majefty  and  your  Allies,  can- 
not fall  to  create  in  your  Comnons  the  higheft  Satisfaftion  ; 
and  it  is  with  Pleafure  we  obftr\'e,  that  all  Endeavours  and 
Attempts  to  feparate  and  dilToIve  this  happy  Union,  of  fuch 
Confeqaence  to  your  Kingdoms,  and  fo  effertial  to  the  pre- 
ferving  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  Europe,  have  proved 
vain  and  unfaccefsful. 

«  We 
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*  We  beg  Leave  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will,  with  Anno  t.  Oto.  n. 

*  the  greatell  Chearfulnefs,  raife   the  Supplies  neceffary   for  .     'I!;^"3?'     i 

*  anfwering  and  defraying  the  Charges  and  Expences  of  the  ^^^'^"^ 

*  enfuing  Year,  and  will  not  fail  to  make  the  proper  Difpo- 

*  fition  of  the  growing  Produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund.     And 

*  if,  after  all  your  Majefty's  unwearied  Endeavours  to  pro- 

*  cure  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace,    a   Rupture  fhould  be- 

*  come  unavoidable,    your  Majefty  may  depend   upon   the 

*  Zeal  and  Affedlion  of  this  Houle,   efFeftually  to  fupport 

*  your  Majefty,  in  carrying  on  a  juft  and  neceffary  War,  and 

*  enable  you   to  aft  with  Vigour  in  Conjunftion  with  your 

*  Allies,  as  future  Events  and  the  Circumilances  of  Publick 

*  Affairs  may  require. 

*  And  as  nothing  can  be  more  injurious  to  your  Majefty's 

*  Honour,  and   the   Intereft  and  Reputation  of  your  People, 

*  than  the  vile  and  deteftable  Practices  of  thofe,  who  by 

*  giving   Hopes  of    Difcontents,    Divifions  and  Difficulties 

*  arifing  here  at  Home,  encourage  the  dilatory  Proceedings 
^  that  have  hitherto  retarded  the  Conclufion  of  this  impor- 

*  tant  Tranfaftion  :    We  look  with  the  utmoft  Abhorrence 

*  upon  the  Authors  and  Contrivers  of  fuch  bafe  and  unnatural 

*  Artifices,  who  fuggeft  the  Means  of  diftreffing  their  Coun- 

*  try,  and  clamour  at  the  Inconveniencies  which  they  them- 

*  felves  have  occafioned.     This  makes  it  highly  incumbent 

*  upon  us  to  give  your  Majefty  the  moft  unfeigned  Affurance, 

*  that  this  Houfe  will,  by  an  unftiaken  Duty  and  Affeftion  to 
^  your  Majefty,  and  by  a  fteady  Perfeverance  in  Support  of 

*  your  Government,  convince  the  World,   that  no  falfe  and 

*  groundlefs  Infinuations,  no  wicked  Defigns  and  Intrigues 

*  whatfoever,  ftiall  be  able  to  alter  or  diminifti  that  Harmo- 

*  ny  and  good  Underftanding  between  your  Majefty  and  your 

*  Parliament,  which  our  Inclination,   Duty,  and  Intereft  call 

*  upon  us  inviolably  to  preferve.'' 

To  this  Addrefs  the  King  retum'd  the  following  Anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 
f*  T  Thank  you  for  this  very  dutiful  and  affeftionate  Ad-  H's  Majefty's Aa- 
"  X  drefs,  and  for  the  Aft'urances  you  have  given  me  of  ^^^   ^'^^'°' 
*'  youf  Concurrence  and  Support  in  my  prefent  Engagements: 
*'  You  may  depend  upon  it,  that  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of 
**  my  People  ftiall  be  my  principal  Care  and  Concern,  in 
"  all  Events." 

Jan.  23.  Sir  Charles  Turner  made  a  Motion  for  a  Supply,  a  Supply  voted. 
which  was  unanimoufly  refolv'd  on.     This  Rcfolution  was, 
on  the  zjtfa,  reported  and  agreed  to. 

Jan. 


Eftimate  of  the 
Heffian  Foice*  for 
the  Year  17x9, 
pre/entcd. 

Pcbate  concerning 
the  Number  of 
land-Forces  for 
tiie  Year  1729. 


Mr  VV.  Pulteney. 
Mr  Shippen. 
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yan.  31.  Mr  Henry  Pelham  prefented  to  the  Houfe  ai5 
Eftimate  of  the  Charge  of  2224  Horfe,  1836  Dragoons, 
and  8034  Foot,  the  Troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  rieffe- 
Caffel,  for  the  Year  1729  ;  which  Eftimate  being  read,  was 
order'd  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Then  the  Commons  being  in  a  Grand  Committee  on  the 
Supply,  a  Motion  was  made  for  continuing  the  fame  Number 
of  Mien  for  Guards  and  Garrifons  in  Great-Britain,  as  were 
provided  for  the  Year  1728,  amounting  jo  22,955  Men. 
Tliis  was  ftrongly  oppofed  by  Mr  William  Pulteney,  and 
Mr  Shippen,  who  urged,  *  That  a  Standing  Army  was  alto- 
gether inconfiftent  with  our  Laws  and  Conftitution  :  That; 
there  is  no  Inftance  of  any  regular  Force  kept  in  England  in 
Time  of  Peace,  before  the  unfortunate  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.  That  the  Armies  that  were  raifed  in  former 
Days,  either  to  fupprefs  intefline  Commotions,  or  for  foreign. 
Service,  were  always  difbanded  immediately  after  thofe  Oc- 
cafions  were  over  :  That  the  Army  in  the  Time  of  King 
Charles  I.  prov'd  no  lefs  fatal  and  oppreffive  to  the  Parliament, 
that  rais'd  it,  than  to  the  King  himfelf  whofe  Head  they 
cut  off ;  for  tho"'  they  were  raifed  in  Defence  of  Liberty^ 
yet  they  ferved  at  laft  to  fupport  an  Ufurper,  and  to  ella- 
blifh  an  arbitrary  military  Government  :  That  the  Army 
King  James  11.  raifed  was  the  primary  Caufe  of  his  Mif- 
fortunes,  as  it  rouzed  the  true  Englifh  Spirit,  and  created 
thofe  Fears  and  Jealoufies,  which  his  fubfequent  Adls  of 
Power  and  Bigotry  made  afterwards  appear  to  be  but  too 
well  grounded  :  That  the  Nation  were  fo  fenfible  of  the 
Dangers  they  had  efcaped,  by  the  feafonable  coming  over 
of  a  Deliverer,  that  one  Fundamental  Article  for  the  Efta- 
blifnment  of  our  Liberties,  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  is.  That 
the  keeping  up  a  ftanding  Army  in  I'ime  of  Peace,  is  con- 
trary to  Law  :  Tliat,  accordingly,  after  the  Peace  of  Ryf- 
wick,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Army  was  dilbanded  •,  and 
though,  upon  the  ju!*:  Fear  of  a  new  War,  the  Parliament 
complemented  King  William  with  an  Efrablifhment  of  10,000 
Men,  yet  the  fame  was  not  obtained  without  Oppofition  ; 
many  honeft  and  fober  Men,  among  the  warmeft  Sticklers 
for  the  Revolution,  looking  upon  it  as  an  Encroachment  on 
our  Liberties,  and  being  julUy  apprehenfive  it  would  prove  a 
dangerous  Precedent  :  That  during  the  late  War,  cur  Land- 
Forces,  together  with  thofe  in  our  Pay,  amounted  to  above 
200,000  Men,  the  Load  of  v/hich  Hill  lies  heavy  upon  us ; 
but  after  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,  there  was  a  general  Reduc- 
tion, except  about  12,000  Men  :  That  upon  the  late  King's 
AcctfTion,  when  the  RebtlHon  broke  out  in  Scotland  and 
England,  the  Army  was,  iridecd,  augmented  with  feveral 
Regiments,    and  other  additional  Troops  ;   but  thefe  were 

again 
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again  reduced  not  long  after  :  That  in  the  Year  1727,  upon  amo  z.  ceo.  u. 
the  Profpedt  of  the  great  Dangers  that  were  apprehended  i^_^J^'^^'^  ]  _j 
from  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  an  Augmentation  of  about  8000 
Men  was  moved  for  in  this  Houfe  ;  [5^^  Vol.  I.  p.  383.]  but 
the  fame  was  warmly  oppofed  ;  nor  was  it  granted  but  upon 
AfTurance  that  this  Expence  fhould  ceafe,  as  foon  as  the  ex- 
traordinary Occafion  that  call'd  for  it  was  over  :  That  the 
Event  has  fhewn,  that  moll  of  thefe  Dangers  were  ill  ground- 
ed and  chimerical,  the  Court  of  Vienna  having  readily 
agreed  to  Preliminaries,  that  have  been  look'd  upon  as  a 
fufficient  Foundation  for  a  general  Pacification.  That,  at 
the  Sollicitations  both  of  the  Emperor  and  King  of  France, 
the  King  of  Spain  being  prevaifd  upon  to  come  into  the  fame 
Meafures,  the  Congrefs  of  SoiiTons  was  form'd,  in  which,  it 
feems,  a  Provilional  Treaty  has  been  negotiated,  among  the 
Minifters  of  the  principal  Powers,  Parties  to  the  Treaties  of 
Hanover  and  Vienna,  which  has  been  approved  of  by  his 
Majelly,  and  his  Allies,  not  without  reafonable  Hopes  of  the 
Concurrence  of  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  -  That 
therefore  this  feem'd  a  moft  proper  Time  to  retrench  our 
annual  Expences,  and  by  ufmg  the  moft  cxaft  OEconomy, 
to  Ihew  they  were  willing  toeafe  the  Nation  of  the  immenfe 
Load  of  Debt  that  lies  upon  it  :  That  befides  the  prefent 
Eftablilhment  of  Guards  and  Garrifons  in  Great  Britain,  the 
Forces  in  Minorca,  Gibraltar,  and  the  Weft-Indies,  we  pay 
for  I  2000  Heflian  Auxiliaries  and  Subfidies  to  the  Kirg  of 
Sweden,  and  the  Duke  of  Wolfcmbuttle  :  And  fince,  by  the 
Situation  of  the  Publick  Affairs,  it  was  apparent,  that  tliofe 
extraordinary  Expences  might  with  Safety  be  leflen'd,  they 
ought  to  begin  with  reducing,  if  not  All,  at  leaft  Part  of  the 
Additional  Forces  that  were  raifed  two  Years  before  :  That 
his  Majefty  was  entirely  poffefs'd  of  the  Hearts  of  his  Peo- 
ple, wherein  his  beft  Security  is  ;  but  if  any  Thing  could 
leffen  their  Affeftions  to  the  prefent  happy  Settlement,  and 
make  the  Nation  jealous  and  apprehenfive  of  Dangers  to 
our  excellent  Conftitution,  it  would  be  to  fee  fuch  numerous 
Forces  kept  up,  while  there  was  no  manner  of  Bufmefs  for 
them,  either  at  Home  or  Abroad.'  To  this  Mr  Walpole  and  Mr  waipov. 
Mr  Doddington  anfwer'd,  '  That  Arguments  againft  Stan-  ""^  Dod-iim.  «- 
ding  Armies,  drawn  from  antient  Times,  were  foreign  and 
inconclnfive,  fmce,  in  thofe  Days,  there  were  no  regular 
Forces  kept  up  in  any  Part  of  Europe  ;  whereas,  at  prefent, 
there  is  no  Kingdom  nor  State  without  them  :  That  the 
fuppofed  Inconveniencies  and  Dangers  fiom  Standing  Armies 
ought  not  to  be  of  any  Weight,  fince  more  Inftances  miglu- 
be  produc'd  of  their  being  beneficial  than  of  their  berno- 
hurtful ;  for  many  States,  and,  in  particular,  the  Republicic 
of  Holland,  owe  the  Prefervation  of  their  Liberties  to  their 

rci^ulat 
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AnM^-CeoAL  regular  Troops;  and  others  have  been  enflaved  by  encroach^ 
|_ji,rni  -,'ii  ^  ing  ambitious  Neighbours  for  want  of  them  :  That  the  Body 
^  "'  ~  of  Forces  now  on  the  Eftabliihment,  though  larger  than  in 
former  Times,  could  give  no  Jealoufy  or  Umbrage  to  any 
reafonable  Englilhman  ;  for,  if  it  deferves  the  Name  of  an 
Army,  it  is  but  an  Annual  and  Parliamentary  Army,  under 
the  fevereft  and  ftrifteft  Difcipline,  and  not  only  dependent 
upon,  but  fubfervient  and  ufeful  to  the  CivU  Power  j  and 
therefore  it  was  no  lefs  unjuft  than  abfurd,  to  entertain  and 
infufe  Apprehenfions  from  fuch  an  Army  :  That  as  long  as 
the  main  Reafons,  for  which  our  National  Forces  were  en- 
creafed,  fubfifted,  fo  long,  in  Prudence,  ought  that  Addition 
to  be  kept  up.  That  the  publick  Affairs  have  now,  indeed, 
a  fairer  Afpedl  than  fome  Years  ago,  yet  no  reafonable  Man 
would  have  the  Army  reduced  before  a  Peace  is  fully  con- 
cluded :  That  a  provifional  Treaty  for  that  Purpofe  had  been 
concerted  at  Soiffons,  and  approved  of  by  his  Majefty  and 
his  Allies  J  but  as  this  Proj eft  was  not  yet  accepted,  cither 
by  the  Court  of  Vienna  or  that  of  Madrid,  the  Fate  of  Eu- 
rope was  IHII  undetermin'd ;  and  therefore  to  reduce  our 
Forces  in  fuch  a  State  of  Uncertainty,  which,  of  courfe^ 
implies  Danger,  would  be  the  higheft  Piece  of  Folly,  and 
expofe  the  Nation  to  frefh  Infults  and  Depredations  from 
the  Spaniards.'  Then  the  Quellion  being  put  upon  the  Mo- 
tion, the  following  Refolutions  were  carried  without  dividing. 
I.  That  the  Number  of  efF'ftive  Men  to  be  provided  for 
Guards  and  Garrifons  in  Great  Britain,  and  for  Guernfey 
and  Jerfey,  for  the  Year  1729,  be  including  2815;  Invalids, 
and  535  Men,  which  the  Six  Independent  Companies  confift 
of,  for  the  Service  of  the  Highlands,  22955  Men,  Com- 
miffion  and  Non-Commifllon  Officers  included.  II.  That  the 
Sura  of  784,983  1.  12  s.  lod.  be  granted  to  his  Mnjefty  for 
defraying  the  Charge  of  the  faid  22955  efFeftivc  Men,  for 
Guards,  Garrilons,  and  other  his  iVIajeity's  Land  Forces  in 
Great  Britain,  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  for  tlie  Year  1729. 

Feb.  3.  The  above  Refolutions  being  reported  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  fime  Day,  Sir  George  Oxenden,  from  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Navy,  laid  before  the  Houfe,  an  Account  of 
the  Amount  of  the  Intereil-Money  which  had  been  paid  for 
Navy  and  Viftualling  Bills,  from  the  25th  of  December, 
1 72 1,  to  the  25th  of  December,  1728.  This  Account 
Mr  Puiteney's  Ob-  S"^^  Occafiou  to  Mr  Pultcney  to  talcc  Notice,  '  That  not- 
fcrvation,  on  the  withftandiug  tlic  gcoJ  OEconomv  that  was  faid  to  be  efta- 
blifh'd  in  the  Management  of  the  Revenues,  the  publick 
Debts  ftill  increafed  every  Year; '  to  which  the  Courtiers  an- 
fwer'd,  That  tlie  contrary  plainly  appear'd,  from  the  Pro- 
duce of  the  Sinking  Fund,  by  Meaias  whereof,  the  Supplies 

..  for 
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for  this  Year  would  be  raifed,  without  laying  any  new  Taxes ;'    Ann*  ?  «««.  ii. 
Hereupon  it  was  moved,  '  That  this  Houfe  will  raife  the        'Z?^'l^     i 
Supplies  neceflary  for  the  current  Service  of  this  Year,  with- 
out creating  any  new  Debt  upon  any  Fund  whatfoever  :  But 
the  Queftion  being  put  thereupon,  it  pafs'd  in  the  Negative. 
Feb.  5 .  Mr  Pelham  prefented  to  the  Commons  an  Account 
of  Subfidies  payable  by  his  Majefty  to  the  King  of  Sweden, 
and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  Lunenburg  Wolfenbuttle  ;  Then  a  Motion  for  an  Ad- 

•»/T      •  1  1     1       »^        rt  •  rr-ii  1  1  1      A   1       orefs  to  his  Maje- 

Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queltion  put,  1  hat  an  humble  Ad-  ity  to  know  what 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  defire  that  this  Koufe  demanded  from^hij 
may  be  informed  what  Demands  were  made  in  Behalf  of  the  ^ie  HoftHitiS/*^" 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  to  his  Majefty's  Allies,  for  Succours 
of  Troops,  Ships,  or  Money,  which  they  were  obliged  to  fur- 
pifli,  in   Purfuance  of  Treaties,  during  the  late  Holtilities, 
and  Siege  of  Gibraltar,  and   in  what  Manner  the   faid  De- 
mands were  comply'd  with ;  or  whether  any  Meafures  were 
fettled  and  concerted  between  the  Crowif  of  Great  Britain 
and  its  Allies,  in  order  to  carry  on  a  general  and  vigorous 
War,  in  cafe  the  Projeftof  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace, 
under  Confideration  during  the  Siege  of  Gibraltar,  had  not 
been  accepted  :  But  the  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carry'd  in 
the  Negative. 

Feb.  7.  Mr  Pelham  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Copy  of  the  Debate  on  the  Hef. 
Eftablifhment  of  theHefGan  Forces  for  the  Year  1729  ;  and  fi*"  Troops. 
then,  in  a  grand  Committee,  the  Commons  confider'd   the 
Subfidies  payable  to  Foreign  Princes.     Mr  Pelham,  Sir  Wil-  ^l}Ji}^4^^^^: 
liam   Yonge.  and  fome  other  Members,    having  fhevvn  the 
Neceffity  of  making  good  his  Majefty 's  Engagements,  which 
the  Commons  had  made  their  own,  by  approving  them  1  Mr 
William  Pulteney  faid  thereupon,    '  He  had  fo  great  Regard  MrW.Pulteaey. 
for  the  King's  Honour,  that  he  would  readily,  at  any  Time, 
give  his  Vote   to  enable  his  Majefty  to  anfwer  and  difcharge 
his  Engagements  ;  but  that,  at  the  fame  Time,  out  of  Re- 
gard to  their  Country  whom  they  reprefented,  and  who  la- 
bour'd  under  a  heavy  Load  of  Debts  and  Taxes,  i.e  thought 
it  a  Duty  incumbent  on  them,  to  retrench  all  fuperfluous  Ex- 
pences  :    That  in  Relation  to  the  Demand  now  before  them, 
he  would  not  enter  upon  the  Inquiry,  whether  fuch  a  large 
Body  of  Heffian  Auxiliaries  was  neceffary  at  a  Time  of  per- 
fed  Tranquility,  at  leaft,  of  Inaftion  :  But  he  begg'd  Leave 
to  obferve,  that  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle-Caflel  ufed  to  keep 
7000  Men  conftantly  in  his  Pay  ;  and  as  he  had  only  added 
5000  Men,  to  mike  up  the  i  2,000,  which  he  was  to  furnilli 
to  tlie  Allies  of  Hanover,  it  feem'd  but  reafonable  that  Great- 
Britain  Ihould  pay  for  no  more  than  thefe  5000  Additional 
Troops  ;    adding.  That  the  fame  might  be  faid,  with  refpett 
to  the  Duke  of  Wolfenbuttle,  who,  notwithftandlng  the  Sub- 
f:dy  he  received  from  Great  Britain,    maintained  no  more 
.YQfc.  XL  F  Trc(^s 
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Anno 2.  G-o.  n.  Troops  than  he  did  before.'     Hereupon  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
'^^  "^'^  J  endeavoured  to  juftify  the  Meafures  that  had  been  taken,  in 
Confequence  of  the  Hanover  Alliance  ;  and  in  particular  to 
sirR.  Walpole.     fhew  how  ufeful  this  Body  of  12,000  Heffians  had   been,  to- 
wards preventing  the  kindling  of  a  War,  for  which  the  Court 
of  Vienna,    with    the  Affillance    of  Spanifli   Subfidies,   had 
made  great  Preparations,  and,  in  order  thereto,  had  retain'd 
Troops   of  three  Ele£lors,  befides  the  Augmentation  of  its 
own.     Adding,  That  for  his  Part,  he  was    fully  convinced, 
that  had  it  not  beisn  for  the    Heffians,   the  Emperor  would 
not  have  come   into  the  Preliminaries,   and  other  Paci.^ick 
^  Meafures  ;  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to  grudge  an  Ex- 
pence,  which  had  already  prov'd   fo  beneficial  to  the  Tran- 
Mr^LuJche       'I^^^'^)'  °^ Europe.     To  this.  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  and  Mr  Lut- 
uw>c  e.  .   ^^,y^|,p^  reply'd,   '  That  whatever  Glofs  might  be  put  upon 
fuch  Meafures,  yet,  in  their  Opinion,  they   were  repugnant 
to  the  conftant  Maxims,  by  which  England,  in  former  Times, 
lleer'd  and  fquar'd  its  Condaft,  with   relation  to  its  Intereft 
Abroad  :  That  when  our  glorious  Ancellors  had  any  Quarrels 
with  their  Neighbours,  they  bravely  fought  them  'till  they 
either  beat  them  into   Peace,  or  forc'd  them  to  buy  it ;  of 
which  there  were  many  Inftances  in  our  Hiftory  :   That  our 
Navv  is  our   natural  Strength;   and,   if  well  managed,  our 
beil  Defence  and  Security  :  But  if,  in  order  to  avoid  a  War, 
we  afe  fo  condefcending  and  fo   free-hearted  as  to  buy  and 
maintain  the  Forces  of  Foreign   Princes,  we  are  never  like 
to  fee  an  End  of  fuch  extravagant  Expences.'   Thev  were  re- 
Mr  Taibof '■      P'^^'^  ^°  ^y  ^^^  ^^'^^P  ^'^^^^  ^"'^  ^^  ^^^^^  '  ^"^  ^^  ^^^^'  ^y 
a  Majority  of  256  Voices  againft  91,  the  following  Refoluti- 

ons  were   carry'd,  viz.     I.  That    the   Sum    of  241,259!. 

I  s.  3  d.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  Expence 

of  1 2,000  Heffians,  taken   into  his   Majelly's   Pay,  for  the 

Year   1729.     II.   The  Sum    of  50,0001.   for    one   Year's 

Subfidy    to  the    King    of   Sweden,   purfuant   to  a  Treaty 

dated  the     14th    of  March,    1726-7.     III.    The  Sum   of 

25it)ool.  for  one  Year's  Subfidy  to  the  Duke  of  Wolfen- 

buttle,  purfuant  to  a  Treaty  dated  the  25th  of  Nov.  1727. 

FcL  10.  Thefe   Refolutions   beino;  reported  were  agreed 

the  Kordpn  to  by  the  i-ioule,   without  aivuiing  :    But  it  was  refolved  to 

rirmV^MSio.t  nddrefs    his   Majeily,  'I'hat  whenever  it  Hiall  be  neceffiiry  to 

f.i  with  Eritiiii     take  any  Foreign  IVoops  into  his  Service,    he  will  be  graci- 

oufly   pleafed   to  ufe    his    Endeavours,  that   they  be  clothed 

with  the  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

Feb.  iS.  A  Motion  was  made,   that  the  Court  of  Diredors 


M.t;..nfor,nAc-  ^j.  ^j^^    g^^j,^  g^^   Company  do   lay  before   the    Houfe  an 


"irit  of  wliat 


Irrc"  vn'^>v'  •'■'"    Account  of  all  Demands,  with  the  \'alue  thereof,  which  the 

Ki»i  !«ift^in-,!t./    Company  has  f"ice  the  Year  171 7,  had  upon   the  Spaniards, 

-.  ^Msur.^       for  Seizures  made  bv  them  of  Ships,  or  other  Effects  of  the 

faid 
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faid  Company,  together  with  an  Account  of  what  Satisfaftion   Aniu>±.  Geo.  ii. 
has  been  made  to  the  Company  for  the  faid  Loffes,  and  ho\v  t^jZ^"!^'     , 
much  of  the  fame  ftill  remains  unfatisfy'd  :  But  the  Queflion 
being  put  thereupon,  it  was  carry 'd  in  the  Negative. 

Feb.  2 1 .  A  Petition  of  the  Merchants  trading  to,  and  inte-  PetjtiJn  of  the 
relied  in  the  Britifh  Plantations  in  America,  in  Behalf  of  them-  American  Mer- 
fefves  and  many  others,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,   the'nepr'cdVti.fns 
complaining  of  great  Interruptions,  for  feveral  Years  paft,  of  "^'^^e  spamaids. 
the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom  to  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  Ame* 
fica,  by  the  Spaniards,  whofe  Depredations  in  thofe  Seas  en- 
danger the  entire  Lofs  of  that  valuable  Trade  j  and  that  the 
Petitioners   are  without  Remedy,  for  want  of  proper  Powers 
for  the  Recovery  of  their  LolTes  j  and  that  the  Spaniards  treat  which  are  referred 
fuch  of  his  Majeily's  Subjefls,  as  have  fallen  into  their  Hands,  inicid-. """ 
in  a  very  barbarous  and  cruel  Manner  ;  and  praying  the  Con- 
fideration  of  the    Houfe,   and  fuch  timely  Remedy  as  the 
Houfe  Ihall  think  fit :  This  Petition,  after  feme  Debate,  was  - 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Feb.  24..  The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  going  into  Motion  for  taking 
a  Grand  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  a  Motion  was  made,  soap andcludici. 
and  the  QuelHon  was  propos'd.  That  it  be  an  Inftruclion 
to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  do  confider  of  proper  Means 
to  take  off  the  Duties  upon  Soap  and  Candles,  granted  and 
made  a  Security  for  feveral  large  Sums  of  Money,  advanced 
for  the  Service  of  the  Publick  upon  Parliamentary  Credit, 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Surplufles  whereof  belong  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  appropriated  to  the  difcharging  the  Nation..! 
Debt,  incurred  before  the  25th  of  December,  171 6:  But  ti  ; 
previous  Queflion  being  put,  that  the  Queftion  be  now  po:, 
it  palTed  in  the  Negative,  by  a  Majority  of  21  7  Voices  ^- 
gainft  79. 

March  1 1 .  A  Motion  was  made,   '  That  an  humb'e  P\^-  j^„,;„„  r^,  ^^  Aa- 
drefs   be  prefented  to  his  Majelly,  that  he  would  diixd   the  <-ou).tof6o,oooi. 
proper  Officers  to  lay  before  the  Houie  a  particular  and  dif-  scrvico. 
tindAccount  of  the  Diibibution  of  the  Sum  of  60,000  1.  which 
in  an  Account  laid  before  this  Houfe,  fliewinghow  the  Money 
given    for  the  Service  of  the  Year    1728,  has  been  difpofed 
of,  is  charged  to  have  been  ilTued  to  perfeft  and  fulfil  the  Ob- 
ligations his  Majelly  is  under,    on    account  of  Engagements 
enter'd  into  and  concerted,    for  fecuring  the  Trade  and  Na- 
vigation of  this    Kingdom,   and  for  relloring  and  preferving 
the  Peace  of  Europe. 

March  13.  A  Bill  was  ordcr'd  to  be  brought  in,  Tor  the  fj,fti!J;|t'E?ctU- 
more  effeSlual  pre-oenting  Bribery  and  Cormptiofi  in  the  Elcc-  "'■»  "f'i_'^=:''^  ■«  "•= 
tiorrs  of  Members  to  fer'uc  in  Parliamc?it. 

The  fame    Day  Petitions  of  divers  Merchants   trading  to 

Portugal,  Spain,  and  Italy,  &-c.  were  preicntcd  to  che  Home 

F   2  aii<^ 
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Petition  of  the 
Portuguefc,  Spa- 
nifh  and  Italian 
Merchants  relat- 
ing to  the  Depre- 
dations of  the 
Spaniards. 


Which  is  referr'd 
to  the  Granii 
Coraniiitee. 


Refolutinnof  the 
Houfc  relating  to 
t.'ie  rtmcrican 
Traders  Petitions. 


(ini  an  Addrefs 
tiicreon  preiented 
to  the  King. 
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and  read,  complaining  of  great  Loffes  for  feveral  Years  paft, 
by  their  SLips  and  Effedts  having  been  feiz'd  in  the  Har- 
bours of  Spain,  and  taken  at  Sea  by  Spanifti  Men  of  War 
and  Privateers,  and  confifcated  j  and  tho'  regular  Application 
had  been  made  for  Redrefs,  and  Proofs  given  of  the  Loffes  ; 
and  Satisfaftion  might  have  been  demanded  at  the  Court  pf 
Madrid,  yet  no  Benefit  had  been  receiv'd  thereby  ;  and  there- 
fore praying  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  fuch  Re- 
lief as  to  the  Houfe  fhall  feem  fit.  Thefe  Petitions  were  re- 
ferr'd  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Then  the  Houfe,  having  refolv'd  it  felf  into  the  faid  Com- 
mittee, confider'd  farther  of  the  Petitions  of  divers  Mer- 
chants and  others,  interefted  in  the  Britilh  Plantations  in 
America  ;  proceeded  in  the  farther  hearing  of  the  Petitio- 
ners ;  went  thro'  the  Evidence ;  and,  at  laft,  after  fome 
Debate,  put  off  the  farther  Confideration  of  that  Affair 
to  the  20th,  but  came  to  the  following  Refolution,  viz. 
*  That  from  the  Peace  concluded  at  Utrecht,  in  the  Year 
1 71 3,  to  this  Time,  the  Britilh  Trade  and  Navigation  to 
and  from  the  feveral  Britifli  Colonies  in  America,  has  been 
greatly  interrupted  by  the  continual  Depredations  of  the  Spa- 
niards, who  have  feiz'd  very  valuable  Effefts,  and  have  un- 
juftly  taken  and  made  Prize  of  great  Numbers  of  Britifh 
Ships  and  Veffels  in  thofe  Parts,  to  the  great  Lofs  and  Dam- 
age of  the  Subjedb  of  this  Kingdom,  and  in  manifeft  Vio- 
lation of  the  Treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two  Crowns.' 
Then  Mr  Winnington,  by  Direftion  from  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee, mov'd,  and  it  was  accordingly  refolv'd  Nem.  Con. 
That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  King,  to  defire 
his  Majefty  will  ufe  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  prevent  fuch 
Depredations  ;  to  procure  juft  and  reafonable  Satisfaftion  for 
the  Loffes  fuftain'd  ;  and  to  fecure  to  his  Subjeds  the  free 
Exercife  of  Commerce  and  Navigation  to  and  from  the 
Britifti  Colonies  in  America. 

March  1 4.  Mr  Winnington  reported  the  faid  Refolution, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

March  17.  The  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  having 
attended  the  King  with  this  Addrefs,  his  Majeity  return'd 
the  following  Anfwer. 


Hif  M.'iefly's  Aft- 
f'.vct  thereto. 


Gentlemen, 

Have  always  had  the  greateft  Regard  and  Concern  for 
tlie  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  my  Kingdoms  ;  I 
am  fenfib.'V  affefted  with  the  Loffes  fuftain'd  by  my  Trading 
Subjects  ;  I  have  upon  ail  proper  Applications  given  the 
ftriftcil  Oiders  for  procuring  juft  and  reafonable  Satisfac- 
tion i  and  you  may  be  affpred,  that  I  will  ufe  my  beft 

"  Endeavours 
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•*  Endeavours  to  anfwer  the  Defires  and  Expeftations  of  piy  *'^"°*g^°"' 
**  People,  upon  an  Affair  of  fo  much  Importance."  \ ^  -  j 

March  ig.  The  Lords  fent  a  Meflkge  to  the  Commons,  The  Lords,  at  a 
defiring  a  prefent  Conference,    relating  to  Gibraltar  and  Mi-  fh°' cJm"ont'5,- 
norca  ;   which  being  agreed  to,  the  Managers  for  the  Lords  ^Vnce^'with  ^  r"" 
communicated  to  thofe  of  the  Commons  a  Refolution  which  lomtion  rciatinj 
the  Lords  had  come  to,  as  follows  :  viz.     '  Kefolv'd  by  the  Llin'orca."' 

*  Loxds  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  affembled,  that 

*  they  do  entirely  rely  upon  his  Majeliy,  That  he  will,   for 

*  the  maintaining  the  Honour,  and  fecuring  the  Trade  of 

*  this  Kingdom,  take  effedual  Care  in  the  prefent  Treaty, 

*  to  preferve  his  undoubted  Right  to  Gibraltar  and  the  Ifland 

*  of  Minorca.' 

The  Lord  MalpaSj  one  of  the  Managers  for  the  Commons, 
having  reported  the  Conference  to  the  Houfc,  it  was  refolv'd  An  Addrefs  for  a 
to  addrefs  liis  Majeliy  for  a  Copy   of  the  Letter  written  by  '^'^p"  °f  ^  ^="er 
lus  late  Majefty  to  the  King  of  Spain,  in  1721,  relating  to  i'.°™the"K!n|"P 
Gibraltar.     This  may  be  found  in  the  JP  P  E  ND  IX.       ^^^^^^ 

March  2 1 .  The  faid  Letter  being  laid  before  the  Houfe,  i^JoPe 'the  H<Lfc'^ 
the  fame  was  taken  into  Confideration,  together  with  the 
Lords  Refolution  above-mentioned  ;  upon  which,  there  was 
a  warm  Debate.  Many  fever e  Reflexions  were  made  on 
thofe  who  firft  advifed  his  late  Majefty  to  write  fuch  a  Letter, 
as  either  implied,  or  at  leaft  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards, 
as  a  pofitive  Promife  of  giving  up  Gibraltar  ;  and  there- 
fore might  be  look'd  upon  as  the  main  Source  and  Occafion 
both  of  the  fubfequent  Meafures  that  have  been  purfu'd  to 
recover  that  falfe  Step,  and  of  the  LifficuUies  we  at  prefent 
labour  under.'  The  Courtiers  endeavour'd  to  juftify  thofe 
Meafures,  and  affur'd  the  Houfe,  *  That  effeftual  Care  had 
been  taken  in  the  prefent  Negociation,  to  fecure  the  Poffef- 
fion  of  Gibraltar  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  : '  But  the 
Country-Party  anfwer'd,  '  That  the  fame  did  not  plainly  ap- 
pear by  the  Tenor  of  the  Provifional  Trea*-y  ;  and  therefore 
mov'd.  That  to  the  Lords  Refolution,  now  under  Confidera- 
tion, the  following  Words  might  be  added,  viz.     *  And  that  oebau  thercoi.. 

*  all  Pretenfions  on  the  Part  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  the 

*  faid  Places  be  fpecifically  given  up.'  But  after  feme  farther 
Debate,  the  Queftion  being  put  upon  the  faid  Motion,  it 
was  carried  in  the  Negative,  by   267  Voices  againll    iii. 

After  this,    the   Queftion  being  put.    That  this  Houfe  does  l^^lftoT^^L 
agree  with  the  Lords  in   the  faid  Refolution,  it  was  carried  ^'j^iuticnof  the 
in  the  Affirmative  without  dividing. 

The  fame  Day,  a   Bill,   For  the  more  efeSfunl  prevznting-  ^,    „  .,       „.,, 
Uribery  and  L.orriiption  in  the  tleaton  of  Mevibers  to   feyve  t^i.^iiui;, 
in  Parliament y  was  read  the  firii,  and  orde;-  d  to  be  read  a 
lecond  Time, 

March 


)2V9 


Annoi.  Cjo.  il. 
1719. 


And  committed. 
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March  24.  The  faid  Bill  having  been  read  a  fecond  TimCj 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

March  25.  The  above  Refolution  having  been  form'd  into 
an  Addrefs,  both  Houfes  prefented  the  fame  to  his  Majelly, 
who  return'd  the  following  Anfwer  : 


His  Majefty's  An-  a 
fwer  to  the  above 

Refolution  of  both  " 

Houles.  ,, 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  Thank  you  for  the  Confidence  you  repofe  in  me,  I 
will  take  efFeftual  Care,  as  I  have  hitherto  done,  to 
fecure  my  undoubted  Right  to  Gibraltar,  and  the  Ifland 
"  of  Minorca. 


The  Kina'S  An- 
fwer to  the  Ad- 
drefs for  an  Ac- 
count of  6o,oool. 
charg'd  for  Secret 
Service. 


The-  Brib.'ry-Biil 
pa;sM,  and  iciU  up 
10  ihc  LgrJs. 


Refolutions  of  the 
Houfe  relating  to 
the  I'oitugucic, 
Spanilh,  and  l;a- 
lian  Merchants 
Pititions. 


The  fame  Day,  Sir  ?aul  Methuen  ddiver'd  to  the  Com- 
mons  the  following  Anfwer  to  their  Addrefs  of  the  1 1  th 
Inftant,  viz.  "  That  the  Sum  of  60,000 1.  mentioned  in 
"  that  Addrefs,  had  been  ifiued  and  difburfed,  purfuant  to 
"  the  Power  given  to  his  Majefty  by  Parliament,  for  necef- 
"  fary  Services  anti  Engagements  enter'd  into  for  reftoring 
"  and  pt-eferving  the  Peace  of  Europe,  and  which  require  the 
"  greateit  Secrecy ;  and  therefore,  a  particular  and  diilinft 
"  Account  of  the  Diftribution  of  it,  could  not  poffibly  be 
"  given,  without  a  manifell  Prejudice  to  the  Publick." 

March  27.  The  Commons,  in  a  Grand  Committee,  con- 
fider'd  farther  of  the  Petition  of  fevefal  Merchants  relating 
to  the  Spanifh  Depredations ;  heard  feme  of  the  Petitioners ; 
examin'd  Witnefles ;  and  after  a  warm  Debate,  put  off  the 
farther  Confideration  of  that  Matter  to  the  2d  of  April. 

April  I .  The  Bill,  For  the  more  effecJual  preventing  Bri- 
bery and  Corruption,  in  Eletfions  was  read  the  third  Time, 
pafs'd,  and  fent  to  the  Lords  by  Mr  Watkin  Williams 
Wynne,  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Denbigh. 

Jpril  2.  Several  Papers  from  the  Admiralty-Office  were 
laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  all  of  them  referred  to  the  Grand 
Committee,  who  made  fome  farther  Progrefs  in  the  Confide- 
ration of  the  fevcral  Petitions,  complaining  of  the  Spanifh 
Depredations ;  and  then  this  Affair  was  again  adjourn'd  to 
the  3d  of  April ;  when,  after  a  Debate,  the  Committee  came 
to  the  following  Refolutions,  viz.  I.  That  fcveral  Ships, 
Merchandizes,  and  EfFeds,  belonging  to  the  Merchants  of 
this  Kingdo.m  trading  to  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Italy,  have 
been  taken  and  feiz'd  by  the  Spaniards,  in  manifeft  Violation 
of  the  Treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two  Crowns,  for 
which  no  Rellitution  has  yet  been  made  ;  and  that  the  Ma- 
ilers and  Crews  of  feveral  of  the  faid  Ships  have  been  bar- 
baroiifiy  and  inhumanly  treated.  II.  That  in  order  to  take 
the  neceflary  Care  of  the  Intcrefts  and  Properties  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Subjtib,  and  thofe  of  his  Allies,  voy  much  concern'd 

in 
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in  the  Cargo  and  Effects  belonging  to  the  Flota  and  Galleon*,  ^""".^^i;"-  "' 
and  that  all  poffible  Juftice  might  be  done  to  all  Parties  in-  \_,i— ^—    ,; 
terefted  therein  ;    and  to  the  End  that  the  faid  Treafure 
Ihould  not  be  employ'd  in  carrying  on  and  fupporting  danger- 
.ous  Meafures  and  Engagements,  againft  his  JVIajefty  and  his 
Allies,  the  Orders  and  Inflruftions  given  to  Vice-Admiral 
Hofier  to  block  up  the  Flota  and  Galleons ;  and  to  endeavour 
to  fecure  and  detain  them^  without  any  Embezzlement,  until 
Juflice  and  Satisfadlion  fhould  be  given  to  his  Majefly  and 
his  Allies,  were  juft,  prudent,    and  necefTary,    tending  very 
much  to  prevent  an  open  Rupture,  and  to  preferve  the  Peace 
and  Tranquility  of  Europe. 

Jpril  4.  The  above  Refolutions  being  reported  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  ;  and  then,  it  was  farther  refolv'd, 
*  That  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  King  thereun. 
ufe  his  bell:  Endeavours  to  obtain  all  juft  and  reafonable  Sa- 
tisfaction for  the  Lofies  and  Damages,  which  the  Merchants 
of  this  Kingdom  trading  to  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Italy, 
have  fuftain'd  by  the  Spaniards  taking  and  feizing  feveral  of 
their  Ships,  Merchandizes,  and  EfFeiJls,  in  manifell:  Violation 
of  the  Treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two  Crowns.'  The 
Houfe  alfo  order'd.  That  the  above-mention'd  Refolutions 
be  laid  before  his  Majefty,  at  the  fame  Time  with  the  faid 
Addrefs,  by  fuch  Memliers  as  were  of  the  Privy-Council. 

Jpril  9.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  acquainted  the  Houfe,  *  That 
the  faid  Addrefs  and  Refolutions  having  been  laid  before  the 
King,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  command  him  to  acquaint 
the  Houfe,'  "  That  his  Majefty  was  always  extremely  con-  iJertSreto? 
**  cern'd  when  he  heard  of  the  Loffes  and  Sufterings  of  his 
"  Subjefts ;  and  would  continue  to  ufe  his  bert  Endeavours, 
"  as  he  had  hitherto  done,  upon  all  Occafions,  to  obtain  for 
"  them  juft  and  reafonable  Satisfaftion." 

Jpril  II.  Upon  a  Motion  of  Mr  *  Scrope,    Member  for  Aemunts « '^'iig 

.    ^ ,      .  ^-,,,  iiri-iv^'i<-  A  to  tlie  Civil  L:it 

Bnltol,  It  was  reiolv  d  to  addrels  his  Majefty  for  an  Account  Rcveime iiid  bc- 
of  the  Produce  of  the  Civil  Lift  Revenues,  within  the  Year,  ^"'-^ ''^'^  """'*=• 
from  Micifummer  1727  to  Midfummer  1728,  over  and 
above  the  annual,  weekly,  or  other  Payments  and  Incum- 
brances thereon,  and  over  and  above  all  Grants  made  by 
any  of  his  Majefty's  Predeceftbrs  :  "And  fome  other  Papers  re- 
lating to  the  particular  Receipts  of  the  faid  Revenues,  were 
call'd  for,  and  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Jpyil  22.  Several  Papers  relating  to   the   Civil  Lift  Reve- 
nues, were  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

April z'ly.  The  Commons  went  into  a  Grand   Committee 
on  the  Supply  ;  and  after  Examination  of  tlie  Cominiffioners 

of 

•  Sc:-!iivy  to  the  T/c^fu-fy., 


li5>oooI.  on 
count  of  Arrears 
in  the  Civil  Lift 
Revenues. 

Debate  thereon. 

Mr  Scrape. 
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Anroi.  Gw.ir.   of  the  Cuftoms  and  Excife,  the  Poft-Maller  General,  and 
^_,^J  -   __!  Other  Officers    concern'd  in  the   Civil  Lift  Revenue?,  the 
Motion  for  grant-  Courticrs  cndeavour'd  to  prove, '  That  there  were  fo  great  Ar- 
mjto  t  e    jng^^  rears  ftanding  out  on  the  feveral  Branches  of  tiiofe  Revenues, 
that  they  fell  fhort  of  producing  within  the  Year,  the  clear 
Sum  of  800,000 1.   which  was  fettled  for  his  Majeity's  Civil 
Lift  ;  and  hereupon  Mr  Scrope  mov'd,    '  That  the  Sum  of 
1 15,000!.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,   upon  account  of  the 
Arrears  of  his  Civil  Lift  Revenues,  ^  be  replaced  and  re- 
funded, for  the  Ufe  and  Benefit  of  the  Publick,  out  of  fuch 
Arrears  of  the  faid  Revenues,  as  fhall  be  ftanding  out  at  his 
Majetty's    Demife,    and    together    with  the    faid  Sum  of 
1 15,000  1.  fhall  be  more  than  {ufiicient  to  make  up  the  Pro- 
duce of  the  faid  Revenues  800,000 1.  per  Annum,  during  his 
Majefty's   Life,   to  be   computed   from  the  25th  .of  June 
1727.     Though  the  Defign  of  this  Motion  was  eafily  appre- 
hended, yet  many  Members  exprefs'd  their  Surprize,  that  it 
Ihould  be  made  fo  late  in  the   Seffion,  and  after  tlie  Recefs 
of  Eafter,  and  when  it  was  generally  underftood  that  there 
was  no  farther  Demand  of  Money   to  be  made  ;  fmce  it  re- 
lated to  an  Account,   faid  by   the  Member  who  made  the 
Motion,    to  have  been  clofed  at  Midfummer    1728,    and 
confequently  proper  in   every   Refpeft,   if  at   all,  to  have 
been  brought  in  very  early  in  the  Seffion,  and  to  have  been 
conndered  in  a  full  Houfe  ;  and   this   Motion  appeared   to 
them  the  more  extraordinary,  becaufe,  in  the  former  Seffion, 
the  feveral  Duties  and  Revenues  granted  by  the  Ad  for  the 
better  Support  of  his  Majefty's  Houfhold,  and  of  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  were  underftood,  and  appear'd  by 
the  Accounts  then  before  the  Houfe,  to  produce  yearly  much 
above  the  Sum  4)f  800,000  I.  for  which  they  were  given ;  and 
therefore  the   faid   Motion  was  vigoroufly  oppos'd  by  Mr 
Mr  w.  PuUeney.    William  Pulteney,   and  other  Members,  who  mov'd,   '  That 
thefe  Accounts  and  Papers  fhould  be  referr'd  to   a  Seledl 
Committee,  with    Power   to   fend  for  fuch  other  Accounts, 
and  to  call  before  them  and  examine  fuch  Officers  of  the  Re- 
venue as  they  judg'd  necpifary,  and  then  to   report  to  the 
Houfe  a  true  State  of  the   Fadt,  and  whether  it  did  appear 
to  them  that  there  really  was  fuch  a  Deficiency  in  the  Pro- 
duce of  the   Civil  Lift  Revenues.'     But  this  was  ODpos'd  by 
sir  R.  Waipoie.      Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  Mr  Scrope  who  had  delivered  in 
thefe  Accounts  ;   and  the  Queftion  being  put  upon  Mr  Pul- 
teney's   Motion,  it  pafted  in   the   Negative.     Then  it   was 
-     moved  by  the  Country  Party,  *  That  this  Affair  might  be  con- 
fidered  in  a  full  Houfe,  and  that  for  that  Purpofe  all  Leaves 
of  Abfence  might  be  revoked,  and  the  Members  fummon'd 
to   attend  ;  which  having  alfo  paffed  in  the  Negative,   the 

Qucftioq 
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Quelllon  was  pat  upon  Mr  Scrope's  Motion,  which  was  carry 'd  *""**  ,"-19!°  ''" 
in  the  Affirmative,  by  241  Voices  againft  1x5.    The  Reader  v..— -y— — J 
Vvill  find  a  Lift  of  the  Members  who  voted  Pro  and  Con  on 
this  remarkable  Occafion  in  the  APPENDIX. 

April  24.  The  Rcfolution  above,  being  reported,  was  a- 
greed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

April  30.  The  Commons,   in  a  Grand  Committee,  con- 
fider'd  of  a  Bill  for  fettling  the  Price  of  Corn  and  Grain  im-  J^''J°^!'^^t''''J^'y'''" 
ported,  &c.  and  after  fome  Debate,  the  Refolution  for  grant-  Home. 
ing  to  his  Majefty  the  Sum  of  1 1 5,000  1.  on   account  of  Ar- 
rears due  on  the  Civil-Lift  Revenues,  were  made  Part  of 
that  Bill,  which  afterwards  pafs'd  into  an  A£l. 

May  6.  The  Lords  fent  back"  to  the  Commons  tlie  Bill,  For 
the  mare  effeSittal  prt^centing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the 
Eledion  of  Members  ;  with  fome  Amendments  to  enforce 
that  Law,  by  increafing  the  Penalty  of  50  1.  to  500  1.  and 
adding  other  Claufes. 

May  7.  The  Commons   having  taken  thefe  Amendments  Debat? concerning 
into  Confideration,  fome  of  the  Courtiers  reprcfentcd,    '  That  p"!do  S'^tM'Brit 
the  Lords  making  Alterations  in  a  Bill  of  this  Nature  was  '^'j^;^'"  ^^  '"* 
an  Encroachment  upon   the  Rights   and  Privileges  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  who  were  the  fole  Judges  of  the  Merits 
of  the  Eledlions  of  their  own  Members.'     To  this  A'lr  Wil- 
liam Pulteney  anfwer'd,  '  That  the  Freedom   of  Parliament  '*''■  ^''  ■  '"■'•■«"'=}'• 
is  effentially  neceflary  to  the  Prefervarion  of  our  cncient 
Conftitution  :  And   the  Freedom  of  Parliamentary  Eledicns 
the  moft  valuable  Branch  of  the   Rigiits  and  Liberties  of 
Englifhmen,  of  which,  the  Lords  arc  the  proper  Guardians, 
as  well  as  the  Commons,  both  as  a  Part  cf  the  Lc^jillature, 
and  as  the  fupreme  Court  of  the  Kingdom  :    That  the  Free- 
dom of  Eleftions,  and  confequently  of  Parliaments,  is  the 
great  Bulwark  of  Popular  Liberty  againft  the  Encioach merits 
and  Opprefhons   of  arbitrary   Power  and   v/ickcd  Minillcrs: 
That  if  ever  this  Bulwark  Ihould  be  thrown  down  by  Force, 
or  undermin'd  by  Corruption,  the  very  EfTence  of  our  ex- 
cellent Conftitution  would  be  loft,  and  we  ftiouid  no  longer 
be  a  free    People :    And   therefore  no   Man,  who  had  any 
Senfe  of,  or  Value  for  Liberty,  could  either  think  the  Pe- 
nalties againft  Corruption   too  fovere,  or  grudge  the  Lords 
the  Honour  of  having  made  the  Frovifions  of  tnis  neccflary 
Law  more  efiicacious.     Then  the  Qiicftioa  being  put   for  vv>.i  ^-r-i-r.-cciia, 
agreeing  to  the  Amendment  made  bv  the  Lord-,    it  was  car-  "'"^  ^^-^^  ^-i- i-a-^''^- 
ried  in  the  Affirmative,  by  two  Voices  only,  x-i:^.  91  to  8n. 

May  14.  The  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  I.oids  with 
the  ufunl  State,  and  the  Commons  attendaig,  iiis  M:;j(,fty 
gave  the  Royal  Affent  to  fcveral  publick  and  private  Bills, 
and  then  made  a  Speech  to  both  Hot'-lVs  of  Purliament,  as 
follows. 

Vol.  IL  G  Mv 
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Anno  2.  Geo.  U. 

i^^^'-    _'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

King's  Speech  at  "  '  |  **  H  E  Scafon  of  the  Year,  and  the  Dlfpatch  you  have 
^"seSieffiwi.  "  A  g^^^"  ^°  *^^  publick  Bufinefs,  make  it  proper  for 
*'  me  to  put  an  End  to  this  Seffion  of  Parliament ;  which 
*'  I  cannot  do  without  expreffing  my  Satisfaftion  at  the  juft 
*'  Regard  you  have  Ihewn  upon  all  Occafions,  to  my  Honour, 
*'  and  to  the  true  Intereft  of  my  People. 

"  The  Prudence  and  Temper,  with  which  you  have  pro- 

*'  ceeded  at  this  critical  Conjunfture,  have  been  very  ac- 

*'  ceptable  to  me,  and  cannot  fail  of  meeting  with  general 

*'  Approbation  :  Your  feveral  Determinations,  upon  Matters 

**  of  the  greateft  Nicety  and  Importance,  have  fhewn  you 

*'  not  infenfible  of  the  Difficulties  we  labour  under,  without 

*'  fuffering  yourfelves  to  be  tranfported,  and  carried  into  any 

*'  unreafonable  Warmths  and  Animofities.    You  have  con- 

*'  fider'd  the  Lofles  of  our  Merchants,  with  a  becoming 

*'  Compaffion  and  Concern  ;  and  received  their  Complaints 

*'  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  will  bell  conduce  to  the  obtaining 

*'  them  Juftice  and  Satisfaftion  ;  and  you  may  be  afTurM, 

*'  no  Endeavours  (hall  be  wanting,  on  my  part,  to  anfwer 

*'  the  Expeftations  and  Wiflies  of  my  People. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  The  Supplies  which  you  have  granted  me,  and  fo  ef- 

*'  feftually  raifed,  in  a    Manner   the  leaft  burthenfome   to 

"  my  Subjefts,  are  a  new  Proof  of  your  Zeal,  Affedion, 

*'  and  Readinefs  to  fupport  me  in  the  Defence  and  Protec- 

*'  tion  of  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  my  Kingdom.     It  is 

*'  a  gredt  Satisfaftion  to  me  to  obferve,  that  yoa  have  been 

"  thus  able  to  fupply  the  neceflary  Charges  and  Expences 

*'  that  have  been  unavoidably  brought  and  continu'd  upon 

*'  us,  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  make  a  farther  Progrefs  i'o. 

*'  lefTening  and  reducing  the  National  Debt. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

♦*  I  have  already  acquainted  you,  that  it  being  neceflary 

*'  for  me  to  vifit  my  German  Dominions  this  Year,  I  have 

*'  determin'd  to  make  the  Queen  Regent  here,  during  my 

*'  Abfence  ;  and  I  inuft,  in  a  particular  Manner,  recommend 

*'  it  to  you  all,  to  make  her  Adminiilration  as  eafy  as  pof- 

"  fible,  by  preferving  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  the  Kingdom, 

*'  in  your  feveral  Stations  and   Countries ;  and   by  endea- 

*'  vouring  to  difcountenance  and  reftrain   the  vile  and  fedi- 

"  tious  Prafticcs  of  raifing  unjult  Clamours,  and  creating 

"  Diicontents  in  the  Minds  of  my  People." 

The  Parliament         Then  the   Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the  Parliament  to,- 
r:trui;ued.  j.j^g  2 2d  of  July.     TJiey  were  afterwards  prorogued  to  tlie 

13th  of  January. 
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HE  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  on  the  13th   Anno  3.  Geo.  ir. 

of  January,  and  the  Commons  attending,  his  Ma-        ' 

jelly  made  the  following  Speech  : 


7i9-?o. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  TT  T  is  with  great  Satisfadlion  I  acquaint  you,  that  we  King's  speech  at 
*'  X  have  at  length  extricated  ourfelves   from  the  many  scffionf'  * 
*'  Difficulties  and  Inconveniences  that  attended  the  uncer- 
*'  tain  State  of  Affairs  in  Europe,  by  having  concluded  an 
*'  abfolute  Peace  with  the  Crown  of  Spain. 

"  This  Negotiation  hath  been  carry'd  on,  and  finiih'd, 
*'  with  a  perfeft  Union,  Harmony,  and  Fidelity,  between 
*'  me  and  my  Allies,  with  no  other  View  but  to  prevent  the 
*'  Miferies  and  Confufion  of  a  War,  which  if  once  kindled 
•*  in  Europe,  it  had  been  as  hard  to  know  the  End,  as  to 
*'  determine  the  Succefs  of  fuch  a  fatal  Event. 

"  As  this  Alliance  is  built  upon  the  Foundation,  and  is 
*'  agreeable  to  the  Purport  and  Intentions,  of  former  Trea- 
*'  ties,  without  any  Alterations  in  the  principal  Articles,  but 
*'  fuch  as  tend  to  render  more  effectual,  what  the  contrad- 
*'  ing  Powers  in  the  Quadruple  Alliance  were  before  engaged 
"  to  fee  perform'd,  it  is  very  juftly  to  be  prefum'd,  that 
*'  from  this  happy  Beginning,  the  great  Work,  of  a  general 
"  Pacification,  will  foon  be  perfeft  and  compleat. 

"  But  if,  contrary  to  Expedtation,  and  in  Refentment  of 
*'  the  prefent  Engagements,  any  new  Troubles,  altho'  with 
*'  little  Profpeft  of  Succefs,  fhould  be  raifed  in  Europe,  to 
*'  oppofe  or  difappoint  the  Execution  of  them,  I  am  confi- 
*'  dent  I  Ihall  not  want  the  Support  and  Affiftance  of  my 
*'  Parliament  in  fo  jull  a  Caufe,  which  hath  the  joint  Con- 
*'  currence  of  fo  many  confiderable  Powers,  for  the  Honour 
*'  and  Credit  of  the  prefent  Meafures,  and  their  united 
*'  Strength,  in  Maintenance  of  our  mutual  Stipulations. 

"  In  the  mean  Time,  I  can  aflure  you  that  I  have  made 
*'  it  my  firft  Care  to  confult  the  immediate  Interefls  of  thefe 
*'-  my  Kingdoms,  preferal^Ie  to  any  other  Confideration,  and 
"  at  the  Hazard  of  all  other  Events. 

"  All  former  Treaties  and  Conventions  made  with  Spain, 
•'  in  favour  of  our  Trade  and  Navigation,  arc  renewed  and 
*■'•  confirmed  i  not  only  a  free  and  uninterrupted  Exercife  of 

G  2  *'  ouy 
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Anno  i.  ccfl.ii.   "  our  Commerce,  for  the  future,  is  reftored  ;  but  juft  and 
'^^9Mo-      ^  ft  ample  RelHtution  and  Reparation,  for  unlawful  Seizures 

and  Depredations,  are  exprefly  ftipulated  and  agreed  to  : 
"  In  general,  all  Rights,  Privileges,  and  Pofleflions,  in  any 
*'  Manner  belonging  to  me  and  my  Allies,  are  folemnly  re- 
"  eftabliflied,  confirmed  and  guarantuyed,  and  not  one  Con- 
*'  cefiion  is  made  to  the  Prejudice  of  me  or  my  Subjefts. 

"  By  this  Means,  a  Foundation  is  laid  for  removing  all 
*'  former  Aniniofities  and  Mifunderftandings  between  the 
"  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain  :  And  it  is  not  at  all 
"  to  be  doubted,  but  that,  by  a  faithful  Execution  of  our 
"  reciprocal  Engagements,  a  perfeft  Friendfhip  betwixt  the 
*'  two  Nations,  united  by  the  common  Ties  of  mutual  la^ 
"  tereft,  may  be  more  ftrongly  eftablilhcd  and  cemented  than 
*'  ever. 

"  And  that  my  Subjeds  might  reap  the  earliefl  Fruits  of 
*'  this  advantageous  Peace,  I  gave  Orders  for  the  immediate 
"  Reduftion  of  a  great  Number  of  my  Land-Forces,  and  for 
*'  laying  up  and  difcharging  a  great  Part  of  my  Fleet. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  This  will  make  a  confiderable  Saving  in  the  Expence 
*'  of  the  current  Year,  and  I  hope  it  will  give  a  general 
"  Satisfadion  to  my  People,  as  it  is  a  moft  fenfible  Pleafure 
*'  to  me.  The  proper  Eftimates  fhall  be  laid  before  you, 
*'  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  grant  me  the  neceflary 
"  Supplies,  and  enable  me  to  make  good  my  Engagements 
"  with  my  Allies,  in  fuch  Manner  as  fhall  be  moit  tffjdtual 
*'  for  the  publick  Service,  and  moll:  eafy  to  }-our  F'ellovv 
*'  Subjefts. 

"  You  will  fee,  by  the  Accounts  that  will  be  laid  before 
*'  you,  the  State,  Produce,  and  Application  of  the  Sinking 
*'  Fund,  as  far  as  hath  been  hitherto  diredied  by  Aft  of 
*'  Parliament  ;  and  you  will  not  fail  to  take  into  your  Con- 
"  fideration  the  farther  Difpofition  of  the  grovi/ing  Produce  : 
*'  You  are  the  bell  Judges,  whether  the  Circumftances  of  the 
"  Sinking  Fund,  and  of  the  National  Debt,  will  as  yet  ad- 
"  mit  of  giving  Eafe,'  where  the  Duties  are  moll  grievous. 
**  1  have  the  greateil  Regard  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
"  look  with  Companion  upon  the  Hardfliips  of  the  poor  Ar- 
"  tiliccrs  and  ManufiLclurers.  1  leave  it  to  your  Determi- 
"  nation,  what  may  rcafonably  and  with  due  Caution  be 
*'  done  upon  this  critical  Confideration. 
My  Lorcis  and  Gentlemen, 

"  Tiiat  we  may  receive  the  tvatural  Advantages  of  our 
•'  prefciit  Situation,  I  mufl  in  the  Urongeil  Manner  recom- 
"  mend  to  you  a  perfect  Unanimity  among  yourfelves  ;  fuch 
•'  a;,  niry  entirely  defeat  the  Hopes  of  our  Enemies  both  at 
"  Honi'j  and  i\broad  :  I'he  groundlefs  Infinuatioas,   Cavil?, 

"  and 
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"  and  Clamours  of  feme  few  ill  defigning  Perfons,  to  fliake  Anno  j.  Geo.  n. 
**  the  Steadinefs  of  thofe  Powers  who  are  already  my  Allies,    .    ^'Z!^— ' ,    i 
*'  or  to  hinder  others   from   becoming  fo,    will,   by   your 
*♦  Unanimity,  be  render'd  ineffeftual  ;   and  I  defire  that  the 
*'  Affedlions  of  my  People  may  be  the  Strength  of  my  Go- 
*'  vernment,  as  their  Jntereil  has  always  been  the  Rule  of 
"  my  Aftions  and  the  Objedt  of  my  Wilhes." 

Mr  Speaker  having  reported  his  Majetty's  Speech,  a  Mo- 
tion was  made  for  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks,  which  was  agreed 
to  ;  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  fame. 

January  15.  The  Houfe  prefented  their  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  as  follows : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

*  TT7E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjeds,  J,'^Js^°™^°^** 

*  V V     the   Commons  of  Great-Britain  in  Parliament  af- 

*  fembled,  retarn  your  Majcfcy   our   moft  humble  Thanks 

*  for  your  moit  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

'  We  cannot  omit  taking  this  firll  Opportunity  to  congra- 

*  tulate  your  Majelly  upon  your  happy  Return  into  thefe 
'  Kingdoms :    The  juft  and  prudent  Adminillration  of  the 

*  Government  during  your  Majelty's  Abfence  by  the  Queen 

*  your  Royal   Conforc,  ruling   by  your  Authority,  and  go- 

*  verning  by  your  Example,  could  alone  compenfate  for  the 

*  want  of  your   Royal    Prefence   and   aufpicious  Influence 

*  among  us. 

*  The  welcome  News  of  your  Majefty's  having  concluded 

*  an  abfolute  Peace  with  the  Crown  of  Spain,  effefted  by  a 

*  perfeft  Union,  Harmony  and  Fidelity  between   your  Ma- 

*  jelly  and  your  Allies,  fiU'd   the  Hearts  of  all   your  good 

*  People  with  inexpreffible   Joy    and    Satisfaftion  ;    and  we 

*  fhould  be  wanting  in  Duty  to  your  Majefty,  in  Juftice  to 

*  ouifelves,  and  not  anfwer  the   Expeftations  of  thofe  we 

*  reprefent,  if  we  did  not  approach  your  Majefty  upon  this 

*  happy  Occafion  with  Hearts  full  of  Duty  and  Gratitude, 
'  and  with  the  ftrongeft  Acknowledgments  of  your  Majefty's 

*  Goodnefs,  Wifdom,  and  Refolution  ;    your  Wifdom  and 

*  Refolution,  in  not  fuffvring  yourfelf  to  be  diverted  by  any 

*  filfe  and  malicious  Clamours  and  Inftnuations,  from  fteadily 

*  purfuing  the  great  and  defirablc  Work  of  giving  Peace  to 

*  your  People ;  your  Goodnefs  in  confulting  the  immediate 

*  Interefls  of  thefe  your  Kingdoms,  preferable  to  all  other 

*  Confiderations,  and  at  the  Hazard  of  all  other  Events. 

*  This  mull  convince   the  World    of  your  Majefty's  pa- 

*  ternal  Care  and  tender  Regard  for  your  Britifti  Dominions, 
'  when  we  fee  all  former  Treaties   made  in   Favour  of  our 

*  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  for  the  Security  of  the  Rights, 

*'  rii\ilcsci. 
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*  Privileges,  and  Poflefllons  belonging  to  your  Majefly  re« 

*  new'd  and  coniinn'd ;  when  we  fee  the  Crown  of  Spain 

*  under  new  and  freih  Obligations  to  your  Majefly,  not  only 
'  to  permit  to  your  Subjects  a  free  and  uninterrupted  Exer- 
'  cife  of  their  Trade  and  Comnierce  for  the  future,  but  to 

*  make  juft  and  ample  Reftitution  and  Reparation  for  ull  for- 

*  mer  unlawful  Seizures  and  Depredations. 

*  The  Extenfion  of  former  Engagements,  without  any  ma- 

*  terial  Alterations  in  the  principal  Articles  from  the  Pur- 

*  port  and  Intentions  of  former  Treaties,  in  order  to  obtain 

*  thefe  great  and  truly  valuable  Advantages,    without  one 

*  Conceffion  made  to  the  Prejudice  of  your    Majefty  or  your 

*  Subjefts,  is  a  Confideration,  that  to  rejed,  had  been  lohng 
'  the  faireft  Opportunity  to  recover  the  ancient  Freedom  and 

*  Liberty  of  Trade  and  Commerce  to  thefe  Kingdom^) ;  and 
'  not  faithfully  to  fulfil  and  execute  what  is  Itipulated  on 
'  your  Majefty's  part  to  fecure  a  reciprocal  Perfonnance  from 
'  your  Majefty's  Allies,  of  the  Engagements  they  have  en- 
'  ter'd  into,  would  be  abandoning  the  particular  Intereils  and 
'  Properties  of  your  Majefty's  trading  Subjects  ;  and  to  ex- 
'  pofe  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this  Nation  to  all  the 
'  Hazards  and  Uncertainties,  which  they  have  fo  long  labour 'd 

*  under. 

*  Thefe  BlefTmgs,  fecured  to  us,  will  fufficiently  compen- 

*  fate  all  Tnconveniencies  that  can  attend  the  Performance 
'  of  your  Majefty's  Engagements  :  And  as  it  is  juftly  to  be 
'  preiumed,  that  a  general  Pacification  and  Tranquility   in 

*  Europe  v/iU  be  the  Confequence  of  the  prefent  Treaty, 
'  the   Profpeft  of  feeing  this  foon  compleat  and  perfected 

*  adds  greatly  to  our  Satisfadlion. 

*  But  if,  conti-ary  to  Expeftation,   and  in    Refentment  to 
■  your  Majefty's  juft  and  prudent  Meafures,  any  new  Troubles 

ihould  be  raifed  in  Europe,  to  oppofe  or  difappoint  the 
Execution  of  the  prefent  Engagements,  we  thinic  ourfelves 
'  obliged  by  the  Itrongefi  Ties  of  Duty,  Affection,  and  Gra- 
titude, to  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  fland  by  and 
fupport  your  Majefty  againft  all  Infults  and  Indignities  that 
fhail  be  ofFer'd  to  your  Majefty,  and  that  we  will  enable 
you  to  make  good  your  Engagements  with  your  Allies. 

*  The  immediate  Reduction  of  fo  confiderab'e  a  Part  of 
your  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land,  upon  the  firft  Notice  of  the 
Confirmation  of  the  Peace,  is  another  Inftaiice  of  your 
Majefty's  Care  and  Attention  to  the  Eafe  and  Welfare  of 
your  People  ;  and  the  recommending  to  our  Confideration 
the  State  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  fo  gracious  and  conde- 
fcending  a  Manner,  obliges  us  to  proceed  with  all  poflible 
Caution  and  Prudence  in  an  Affair  of  that  Nicety  and 
Importance,  where  the  earlieft  Dilcharge  of  the  National 

'  Debt 
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'  Debt  on  one  Hand,  and  the  Hardfliips  of  the  poor  ArtI-  Anno  ?.  cea.  ir, 

*  ficers  and  Manufadurers  on  the  other,  require  the  greateft  \_^^^--  ^,_i 
'  Regard,  and  deferve  the  moft  mature  Deliberation.  *         - 

*  From  a  due  Senfe  of  thefe  many  Proofs  of  your  Maje- 

*  fly's  unwearied  Endeavours  to   confult  the  Happinefs  of 

*  your  People,  we  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  aflure  your  Ma- 

*  jelly,  that  this  Houle  will,  by  the  bell  and  moil  eafy  Me- 

*  thods,  effedlaally  raife  the  neceffary  Supplies  for  tiie  Service 

*  of  the  current  Year  ;  and  by  ff  proper  Zeal  and  Concern 

*  for  the  Honour  of  your  Majefty,  the  publick  Tranquility, 

*  and  the  Good  of  your  People,  defeat  the  vain  Expeftations 

*  of  fuch  ill-defigning  Perfons,  who  may  flatter  themfelvea 

*  with  the  Hopes  of  being  able,  by  groundlefs  Infmuations, 

*  Cavils,   and  Clamours,    to  Ihake  the  Steadinefs  of  thofe 

*  Powers  who  are  already  Allies  to  your  Majefty,  or  to  hin- 

*  der  others  from  becoming  fo.' 

To  the  above  Addrefs,  his  Majefty  gave  this  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
"  T  Return  you  my  Thanks  for  this  very  affeftionate  and 
*'  X  W^^   Addrefs.     The  Affurances  you  have  given  me,  Ths  Kind's  Anftm 
*'  and  the  Support  of  my  Parliament  in  enabling  me  to  make  I'ltreto." 
"  good  my   Engagements  with  my  Allies,  will,  I  promife 
*'  myfelf,  greatly  contribute  towards  fettling  the  general  Pa- 
*•  cification  of  Europe. 

**  You  may  be  affured,  that  the  Confidence  you  repofe  in 
*'  me  fhall  never  be  made  ufe  of,  but  for  preferving  the  pub- 
"  lick  Tranquility,  for  maintaining  the  Rights  and  Interells 
"  of  my  People,  and  in  Vindication  of  my  Honour  and 
"  Dignity." 

Jan.  28.  The  Commons,  in  a  Grand  Committee  on  the 
Supply,  took  into  Confideration  the  Charge   of  the  Land-  Debate concernint 
Forces   for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1730,  and  Mr  Henry  the  Number  of 
Pelham  *  mov'd.  That  the   Number  of  effeclive  Men  for 
Guards  and  Garrifons  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey  and  Gaernfey,  ^'  "'  ^'^^^'^^ 
with  1850  Invalids  and  555  Men,   for  the  fix  Independent 
Companies  in  the  Highland?,  be  17,709  Men,  Commif]ion 
and   Non-Commiflion  Officers  included.     This  Motion  was 
feconded  by  Sir  William  Yonge,  but  was  oppo^'d  by  Mr  Pul- 
teney,  and  Lord  Morpeth,  who  were  for  reducing  the  Num-  ^'"^  ^'   °"^*' 
ber  'to   12,000  Men,  Mr  Pelhnm  in  Support  of  his  Motion,  lJJVcSu"' 
having  urg'd,  '  That  every  Reduction,  which  hath  ben  made 
within  thefe  fixteen  Years,  hn:>  been  atterded  with   foaie  ill 
Confequence  or  other,    v/hicii  loon  after  forc'd  us  upon  a 

*    Secretary  at  IJli", 
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more  confiderable  Expcncc  ;  and  that  it  would  be  neceffary 

to  continue  that  Number,  if  they  confulted  the  Prefervation 

of  the  Government  itfelf  j  Mr  Shippen  hereupon  Hood  up, 

Mr  shipp«s.,        and  fpoke  as  follows  ; 

Mr  Speaker, 

*  After  the  Debates  we  have  had  on  this  Subjeft  for  many 
Years  fucceflively,  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  offer  any  Thing 
new  J  and  Repetition,  if  I  may  judge  by  myfelf,  is  as  dif- 
agreeable  to  thofe  that  fpeak,  as  it  can  be  to  thofe  that 
hear.  However,  a  total  Silence  at  this  time  would  mif- 
become  me,  who  too  often  trouble  you  on  Occafions  of 
lefs  Importance,  when  you  are  going  to  put  a  Queftion, 
that  tends  direftly  towards  the  Eftablifhment  of  an  Army 
in  Great  Britain,  which  I  hope  will  never  be  fo  far  Ger- 
manized, as  tamely  to  fubmit  to  a  Military  Government. 

*  I  will  not  infmuate,  that  the  honourable  Perfon,  wha 
made  the  Motion,  did  it  rather  to  comply  with  the  Obli- 
gations of  his  Office,  from  whence  the  Army-Eftimates 
are  brought  into  the  Houfe,  than  out  of  any  Convidlion 
that  the  Troops  demanded  are  neceffary  for  the  Service  of 
the  Year,  becaufe  he  declares  otherwife :  And  as  we  are 
all  fuppofed  to  aft  here  without  Influence,  fo  we  muft  not 
fufpeft,  that  he  ever  countenanced  thofe  almoil  irrefiilible 
Jobbs,  which  my  new  Ally  on  the  Floor  [Mr  W.  P.  *} 
owns  attended  the  War-Office  in  his  Time,  and  which  he 
believes  now  attend  all  Offices  concerned  in  the  Publick 
Expences,  But  I  will  infifc,  that  this  Motion  is  a  flat  Ne- 
gative to  the  Addrefs,  for  which  he  voted  the  firft  Day 
of  the  Seffion  ;  and  it  plainly  implies  a  Diftruft  of  the  Vali- 
dity of  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  which  he  then  affured  us 
Would  immediately  produce  all  the  Bleffings  of  an  abfolute 
Peace,  and  deliver  us  not  only  from  the  Apprchenfions, 
but  from  the  Inconveniencies,  of  a  War.  Now  he  is  pleafed 
to  change  his  Language,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade  us, 
that  we  ought  not  to  make  any  Reduftion  of  our  Land 
Forces  ;  becaufe  our  Circumllances  Live  been  fuch  for 
iixteen  Years  palt,  that,  whenever  any  Reduftion  has  been 
made,  fomething  happened  vvhich  foon  occafloned  an  In- 
crease of  Troops  and  Expences. 

'  If  we  v/ere  to  allow  him  this  lall  Sort  of  Rcafoning,  in 
oppofltion  to  his  former,  it  would  prove  too  much  ;  it 
would  prove,  that  we  have  r.o  otlier  Caufe  to  rejoice  at 
the  late  Redudtion,  for  wliich  we  have  hunibly  thank'd 
his  Majcfty,  than  that  it  was  fo  fmall  ;  it  would  prove, 
that,  notwithftanding  our  famous  and  fucccfsful  Negotia- 
tiorjs,  we   are  like   to  remain    in  the   fame  Condition,  and 

under 

*  ^lcrii,x,-y  *i  TiJ.r  fntn  St-^t.  27,  I?!-}?  io  -'ip'i^  i'^)  ^7^7- 
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under  the  fame  Difficulties,  we  have  been  for  fixteen  Years  Ann6  5.  Geo.  11. 
together.  But  to  pafs  over  thefe  Remarks,  the  late  Re- 
duftion  was  very  fallacious,  and  looked  as  if  thofe,  who 
had  the  Direftion  of  it,  were  not  heartily  inclined  to  get 
rid  of  our  growing  military  Power,  or  to  return  to  the 
free  Exercife  of  our  Civil  Government.  Nay,  we  have 
juft  heard  it  kid  down  for  Dodrine,  that  tho'  our  Go- 
vernment is  not  military,  tho'  an  Army  is  not  Part  of  our 
Conftitution,  yet  it  will  be  neceffary  to  continue  our  pre- 
fent  Army  of  near  1 8,000  Men  for  many  Years  longer,  on 
account  of  the  Government's  conlulting  its  own  Prefer- 
vation. 

*  Sir,  the  Principle  of  Self-Prefervation  will  laft  as  long  as 
Perfons  and  Governments  themfclves  fubfift,  and  is  an  Ar- 
gument that  may  be  conftantly renewed;  that  may  be  urged 
ad  injjnitum.  But  I  am  fo  far  from  admitting  this  Argu- 
ment in  its  full  Extent,  that  I  cannot  admit  it  in  any  De- 
gree, as  applied  to  the  prefent  Queftion.  For  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me,  that  we  can  have  Occafion,  even  this  Year,  for 
all  the  Troops  demanded,  confidering  the  glorious  Scene  of 
Affairs,  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  fays  is  opened  to 
us,  and  to  all  Europe  :  They  are  not  neceffary,  1  fuppofe, 
to  awe  Spain  into  a  firm  Adherence  to  its  own  Treaty  : 
They  are  not  neceffary,  to  force  the  Emperor  into  an  im- 
mediate Acceffion  :  Nor  are  they,  in  any  fort,  neceffary, 
for  the  Safety  of  his  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Government. 

*  Force  and  Violence  are  the  Refer t  of  Ufurpers  and  Ty- 
rants only.- 1  perceive  fome  Gentlemen  take  Offence  at 

my  Words,  and  therefore,  that  they  m.ay  not  be  mifcon- 
ftrued,  I  will  repeat  them. I  affert  then,  it  is  a  ground- 
ed Maxim  in  Civil  Science,  that  Force  and  Violence  are 
the  Reiort  of  Ufurpers  and  Tyrants  only  ,•  becaufe  they 
are,  with  good  Reafon,  diftruftful  of  the  People,  whom 
they  opprefs  ;  and  becaufe  they  have  no  other  Security 
for  tlie  Continuance  of  their  unlawful  and  unnatural  Do- 
minion, than  what  depends  entirely  on  the  Strength  of  their 
Armies. 

*  But  it  is  the  peculiar  Happinefs  and  Glory  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  blefs'd  with  a  Prince,  v.'ho  wanes  no  fuch 
Support  ;  who  reigns  abfolute  in  the  Hearts  of  his  Subjefls  ; 
who  prefers  their  Eafe  and  Intereft  to  the  Luilre  and  Gran- 
deur of  his  Crown  ;  who  fets  them  a  Pattern  of  Prudence 
and  Wifdom  ;  whole  Royal  Goodncfs  would  be  offended 
yyith  continuing  any  Tax,  or  any  Burthen  upon  them,  but 
what  is  requifite  to  fupply  the  immcdi.ite  Occ:iuons  and 
Neceffities  of  his  Government. 

'  For  thcle  Reafons,   Sir,   I  cannot  affent  to  the  Oueflion. 

But,  before   I  conclude,  give  me  leave  to   fay,  therj  is  an 

Vot.  II.  H  '  Article 
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Anno ;.  Geo.  11.  Article  In  the  Eilimate,  under  your  Confide  ration,  which 
^_^^^^-°\_f  I  readily  allow,  in  the  midft  of  all  my  Frugality  ;  tho'  I 
muft  at  the  fame  Time  own,  with  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
difpute  it,  that  it  is  a  new  Item,  and  an  additional  Article 
to  the  Eilimate  of  the  laft  Year,  I  mean  the  Salary  of 
200 1.  for  the  Phyfician  of  the  Tower  :  For  no  Perfon, 
who  fhall  hereafter  have  the  Misfortune  to  be  confined  there, 
on  any  Account  whatfoever,  fhould  want  proper  Affiftance  in 
cafe  of  Sicknefs.  Members  of  this  Houfe  have  been  fre- 
quently fent  thither,  and  for  very  different  Reafons.  Some 
for  fpeaking  freely,  {See  Vol.  I.  p.  i6i.j  others  for  afting 
corruptly.  Now,  as  it  is  uncertain  of  what  Denomination 
the  Member,  or  any  other  Gentleman  may  be,  who  Ihall 
next  be  committed  to  that  State- Prifon,  let  us  give  an  In- 
llance  of  our  general  Compafiion,  and  not  grudge  fo  trifling 
a  Sum  for  fo  charitable  a  Purpofe.' 

After  this  the  Quellion  being  put  on  Mr  Pelham's  Motion, 

it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  ;  and  it  was  farther  rcfolvM, 

That  the  Sum  of  723,032  I.  be  granted  for  the  Charge  of  the 

faid  17,709  Men. 

Debate  concerning       iv^.   24.   A   Bill.  To   pre'vetit  any  'Ferfotts,  his    Majefty's 

a  Bill  to  prohibit      ^    ,.    ^        '  r  i-  ■   i-         ;•      i/--       1  >  J  J -> 

an)  Periuns  in  ouDjccis,  or  rejiaiug  -ixitbtn  this  Kingdom  ;  to  ad'vance  any 
kndinf\i^n"y™a'  ^^^'■^  °f  ^^°"0'  ^^  ^"J  foreign  Prince,  State,  or  Potentate, 
Any  (oT<:\inPriazc, ciinthout  ha<ving  obtained  Licence  from  his  Majefly,  under  his 

•without  Licence        r\    •  c^       1  r  /»    ';       •  j  j  ^ 

from  the  King.       rri-vy  Seal,  or  Jome  greater  Autnority,  was   read   a    iecond 
Time,  in  which,   inter  alia,   was  the  following  Claufe,  viz. 

*  That  the  King  be  empower'd  by  Proclamation,  which  fhall 
'  take    Place   within  a  limited  Time,  to  prohibit  all  fuch 

*  Loans  of  Money,  Jewels  or  Bullion  ;  and  this  Prohibition 

*  to  continue  a  limited  Time,    under  limited  Forfeitures  and 

*  Penalties,  uuiefs  difpens'd  with   by  the  Crown  ;   that  tJie 

*  Attorney  General  be  empower'd  by  Englifli  Bill  in  the 
'  Court  of  Exchequer,  to  compel  the  tfFcftual  Difcovery  on 
'  Oath  of  any  fuch  Loans,  and  that  in  Default  of  an  Anfvver 

*  to   any  fuch  Bill,  the  Court  fliall  decree  a  limited  Sum 

*  againlt  the    Defendent,    refufii:ig  to  anfwer.     ^^VO-iiDCD 

*  that  this  Aft  do  not  extend  to   prohibit  any  Subfcriptions 

*  to  the  Publick  Funds  or  Trading   Companies  of  Foreign 

*  Kingdoms.' 

„.  „  ,„  ,   ,  Hereupon  Sir  Robert  Walpole  flood  up,  and  endeavoured 

$;rR.Wdpo;e.  1         r     t.        ti-i  1  •    i      ^     1  rr  1 

to  Ihew  that  luch  a  Bill  was  always  right  and  neceflary  ;  that 
all  poflible  Care  had  been  taken  in  drawing  this  Bill  to 
obviate  every  Objeftion,  to  avoid  every  Inconvenience  ;  that 
as  to  any  Exception  which  Gentiem.en  poflibly  might  make 
to  the  Frame  of  it  as  it  now  ftands,  he  conceived  they  would 
properly  ccme  under  Confideration  when  the  Bill  was  com- 
mitted ;  tiiiii  any  reafonable  AiteraUons  mlglu  be  regularly 

oftered 
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offered  and  agreed  to  in  fuch  a  Committee  ;  and  therefore  •'^"","  j'- ^"*  ^^' 
he  mov'd,  '  That  the   Bill  might  be  committed   to  a  Com-  ^..^^J--^'^  wj 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  4th  of  March.'     But  this 
was  oppos'd  by  Mr  Daniel  Pulteney,   who  declar'd,  'That  Mr d. Puiteney; 
this  being  the  fecond  Time  of  reading  this  Bill,  he  thought 
it  was  proper  to  give  his  Opinion  ;  and  that  after  having 
confider'd  it  fully,  he  neither  approved  it  on  the  whole  or 
in  any  part,   for  it  would  entirely  prove  inefFedual  to  all  the 
Purpofes  propofed  ;  it  could  not  pofTibly  anfwer  good  Ends, 
and  it  would  certainly  produce  very  bad  ones ;  he  thought 
it  would  be  a  Reftraint  upon  Commerce,  a  Reftraint  of  a 
dangerous  Nature  ;  he  had  heard  all  the  Merchants  in  gene- 
ral complain  of  its  Tendency,  and  he  wifh'd  they  might  not 
feel  it  in  a  very  grievous  Manner :   That  by  denying  this 
Liberty  to  all  the  People  of  England,  by  retraining  all  Loans 
or  Affiftance  of  Money  to  Princes  and  Powers  abroad,  vvc 
made  Holland  the  Market  of  Europe  and  the  Mart  of  Money 
to  the  Nations  of  the  Continent :    That  this  was  unjuft  and 
imprudent  in  us,  when   our  Subjeds  had   Money  to  trade 
with  as  well  as  their  Neighbours  ;   when  his  Majefty's  Sub- 
jefts  might  make  an  Advantage  even  of  his  very  Enemies, 
were  it  not  for  this  ill  judged  Prohibition  :  That  our  Neigh- 
bours the  Dutch  would  rejoice  at  fuch  a  Procedure  5  they 
would  certainly  make  this    moft  fortunate  Accident  as  bene- 
ficial as  it  could  be  to  their  People  :  That  the  contrary  could 
not  be  expeded,  for  not  only  the  late  Wars  of  Europe  evince 
that  the  greateft  of  Dangers,  the  moft  formidable  Enemies, 
could  not  be  fo  terrifying  as  to  prevent  them  from  lending 
their  Money  to  their  private  Advantage  ;  but  that  even  in 
their  ancient  War  with  Spain,  a  War  wherein  they  were 
treated  not  only  as  Enemies  but  Rebels,  and  had  they  been 
conquer'd,  they  muft  have  been  Slaves  to  the  Viftor,  they 
muft  have  fubmitted  to  Popery  and  Chains  ;  yet  their  Mer- 
chants affifted  the  Spaniards,  even  in  that  moft  hazardous 
Junfture,  with  Money,   with  Arms  and  Ammunition  ;   nor 
could  we  fuppofe  they  would  fcruple  to  furnifh  the  Emperor 
alfo  with  the  very  fame  Afliftance,  whenever  he  ask'd  it, 
as  had  always  been  praftis'd  fince  the  firtt  Foundation  of  that 
wife  Republick,'     He  added,  '  That  this  Bill  was  a  general 
Prohibition,  extending  to  all  Princes,  States,   or  Potentates 
whatever  :  That  thus  we  were  wholly  difabled  to  aiTift  the 
beft  Allies,  the  trueft  Friends,  and  thofe  who  really  well  de- 
ferved  our  Aid:  That  he  was  credibly  informed,  that  the  King 
of  Portugal,  to  whom  we  could  have  no  Exception,  very  fre- 
quently   borrow'd  Money  of  our  Merchants  refiding  within 
his  Dominions  ;  and  that  it  could  not  be  denied  him,  without 
dilobliging  a  Prince  on  whofe  Favour  our  Commerce  depend:, 
nay,  expofing  it  to  his  fevereft  Difpleafure  :  That  fhould  a 
ii  2  Proclamation 
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Proclamation  Iffue  here,  the  Britifh  Subje£ls  who  refide  in 
Portugal,  or  more  remote  Dominions,  may  contradt  for  Loans, 
tho'  liable  to  Penalties,  of  which  they  may  be  wholly  un- 
apprized  :  That  he  had  therefore  the  moft  powerful  Motives 
to  throw  out  the  Bill,  becaufe  it  prevented  the  People  of 
England  from  aiding  their  Friends  and  Allies  ;  but  what 
was  more  it  might  involve  many  innocent  Perfons  in  un- 
avoidable Guilt,  and  expofe  them  to  the  heavy  Pains  of 
unknown  Crimes.  But  his  principal  Objeclion  to  this  Bill 
was  the  Power  of  Licenfing  referved  thereby  to  the  Crown  : 
That  he  believed  it  a  Power  the  King  would  apply  to 
the  Welfare  and  Advantage  of  the  People,  therefore  he 
was  not  againft  it,  as  a  Power  in  the  fiands  of  the  King  ; 
but  he  knew  it  would  be  influenced  by  an  Adminiftration  ; 
that  whenever  thefe  Licences  iffued,  it  mull  be  thro'  the 
Hands  of  the  Minifters  ;  and  whillt  fuch  a  Prohibition  con- 
tinued, he  knew  not  but  the  Licenfing-Trade  might  become  a 
new  Branch  of  their  Bufinefs,  and  a  managing  Minifter  might 
make  it,  by  tolerable  Husbandry,  an  Article  of  20,  30,  or 
40,000 1.  a  Year  ;  and  that  therefore  they  might  eafily  fee 
it  was  not  for  the  Honour  of  the  King,  or  the  Intercft  of 
his  Subjefts,  that  any  fuch  Bill  was  contriv'd,  but  that  it  was 
wholly  defign'd  for  creating  of  profitable  Jobbs,  and  making 
a  Market  of  the  Merchants.  That  he  oppofed  this  Bill, 
becaufe  it  made  the  Court  of  Exchequer  a  Court  of  Inqui- 
fition  :  That  it  gave  new,  great,  and  extraordinary  Powers  to 
the  Crown,  already  arm'd,  in  his  Opinion,  with  weighty  and 
terrible  Authority  :  That  whilft  it  reftrained  our  Merchants 
from  affifting  the  Princes  and  Powers  of  Europe,  it  permitted 
our  Stock-jobbers  to  trade  in  their  Funds  without  any  In- 
terruption :  That  he  knew  for  whofe  Benefit,  this  Com- 
plaifance  was  defign'd,  but  that  Jobbing  Abroad,  in  the  Stocks 
of  Foreign  Nations,  was  what  we  fhould  leall  encourage, 
and  what  we  ought  moft  to  prohibit ;  for  we  have  fuiFer'd 
feverely  by  that  Means  already,  and  our  Miniftry  would 
never  give  us  Relief  or  Affiaance  ;  and  thus  our  People,  when 
they  trufced  their  Money  with  our  faithful  Allies  the  French, 
in  the  Affair  of  the  MilTiflipi,  were  ruin'd  and  betray'd  by 
their  Edi&  of  State,  and  had  notliing  but  Paper  for  Specie; 
That  notwithflanding  this  moft  fliameful  Treachery,  this 
great  Injuflice  and  Violation  of  the  Laws  of  Nations,  the 
Miniftry  never  interpofed  with  the  leaft  good  Office  for  their 
fuffering  Fellow-Subjects,  who  have  irrecoverably  loft  the 
Money  they  unhappily  advanced  in  thofe  fatal,  thofe  faithlefs 
Schemes. 
3Jt  R.  wa'.poie.  l^f  Pultency  having  done  fpeakiiig,  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
replied,  '  That  he  thought  thofe  Objections  more  proper  for 
the  Confideration  of  the  Houle,    in  a   Committee  of  the 

whole 
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whole  Houfe,  where  every  Paragraph  would  be  debated  ;  Anno  j.  Geo.  11. 
where  every  Member  might  reply  as  often  as  Occaiion  requir- 
ed, and  fully  purfue  the  Inquiry  :  That  he  did  not  defira 
this  Bill  for  any  Advantage  to  himfelf,  for  any  Acceffion  of 
extraordinary  Powers  to  the  Crown,  or  for  any  Thing  elfe, 
but  the  preffing  Occafion,  the  apparent  Neceffity  of  thas  im- 
portant Conjundure :  That  if  this  Bill  was  committed,  he 
would  heartily  concur  in  every  Amendment  that  could  be 
with  Reafon  propos'd  :  That  he  would  freely  confent  the 
Committee  fliould  make  it  a  temporary  Law,  fhould  enatS  it 
for  a  Ihort  Duration,  and  limit  the  Continuance  for  a  very 
fmall  Space  of  Time  :  That  the  honourable  Member,  who 
fpoke  lalt,  had  departed  from  the  QuelHon  before  them  ;  had 
opened  a  Charge  againft  France,  and  had  brought  in  the  old 
MiflifTipi  Affair,  in  deba:ing  a  particular  Bill  011  an  Argument 
about  lendmg  Money  :  That  he  thought  it  a  weak  Reafoning, 
that  we  fhould  not  do  ourfelvesjuftice  in  this  Point,  becaufe  that 
our  Neighbours  had  treated  us  ill  in  another  ;  and  becaufe 
that  the  French  had  not  yielded  us  all  wc  could  wifli  for, 
that  therefore  the  Parliament  fhould  not  in  this  Cafe  do  all 
that  they  ought.'  He  added,  *  Why  was  not  this  Matter  laid 
open  in  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  but  that 
this  was  an  Objeclion  indeed  to  the  French,  like  all  other 
Complaints  againft  France  ;  it  was  raifed  on  occafion  of  pro- 
per Precautions  to  prevent  a  War  with  the  Emperor :  That 
he  was  fully  convinc'd,  this  Bill  was  a  Matter  of  great  Im- 
portance and  NecelTity  :  That  he  had  been  fo  tender  in  this 
Argument,  that  he  had  not  even  faid  what  he  was  authoriz'd 
to  fay  ;  he  had  meant  no  Afperfions  or  Relleftions  on  any 
Gentlemen  ;  he  was  willing  that  this  and  all  other  Debates 
fnould  be  manag'd  with  Decency  and  Candour  :  But  ilnce 
that  thefe  Things  had  thus  paffed,  he  was  thereby  provok'd 
to  declare,  what  he  knew,  what  he  had  the  King's  Leave  to 
declare,  and  what  would  effeftually  filence  the  Debate  ;  that 
he  was  very  much  inclin'd  to  fay  it,  he  would  fay  it,  if  the 
Gentlemen  required  it;  \Here  fe'veral  Mernbcrs  caltd  out  for 
this  Affair^  he  would  fay  it  before  he  fat  down  :  This  Bill 
was  not  drawn  or  promoted  from  any  other  View  than  its 
great  Neceffity,  its  being  now  abfolutely  expedient  to  the 
Peace  of  Europe,  and  the  general  I-lepore  of  Mankind  ;  for  he 
could  fay  it,  he  had  the  King's  Leave  to  declare  it ;  viz.  That 
there  was  at  this  Time  aSublcription  tranfaftcd  for  the  Service 
of  the  Emperor, and  Money  was  raifing  for  his  Ufe,  no  lefs  than 
the  Sum  of  400,000  I.'  He  added,  '  That  tlus  Bill  could  not 
poffibly  be  a  Reftraint  upon  Trade,  or  a  Grievance  to  the 
Merchants  in  any  one  lawful  Point  of  Commerce  :  Thac  the 
View  of  this  Bill  having  been  to  prohihit  I'ach  Loans  and 
Affiflance  to  the  Emperor,  who  could  not  iiaiith  hi;  .-linJes, 

or 
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or  cloath  his  Troops  without  Supplies  of  Money,  it  was  not 
juft  or  reafonable,  he  fhould  have  Affiftance  from  us ;  from 
that  Nation  againfl:  which  he  was  forming  a  War,  and  pro- 
jefting  future  Diiturbances  ;  could  the  Emperor  maintain  the 
Soldiers  he  had  in  his  Troops,  and  the  numerous  Forces  he 
quartered  upon  his  own  People;  or  could  he  bring  them  into  the 
Field,  without  Treafure  to  pay  the  Expence  ;  and  now  when, 
by  Treaties  with  Spain,  that  Prince  was  deprived  of  thofe 
Subfidies  and  that  Afliftance,  which  once  made  him  danger- 
ous to  us  ;  when  thus  he  is  happily  cut  off  from  all  Commu- 
nications with  thofe  Countries,  from  whence  his  Treafure 
ufed  to  flow,  fhall  the  People  of  England  affill  him  themfelves 
with  Supplies  ?  Shall  they  arm  an  Enemy  with  Strength, 
which  his  belt  Ally  denies  ?  And  the  Britifli  Merchants  lend 
their  Money  to  a  Prince  againft  the  Britilh  Nation  ?  If  this 
fhould  be  done  in  the  Time  of  Hoftilities,  and  after  the  Com- 
mencement of  a  War,  it  would  be  High  Treafon  by  Law  ; 
for  to  aid,  abet,  or  afftft  a  Foreign  Power  at  War  with  the 
King,  is  exprelly  declared  in  the  Statute  of  High  Treafon  : 
And  Ihall  the  Merchants  be  allowed  to  enable  a  Prince  to  be- 
come our  Enemy,  whom  it  is  even  High  Treafon  to  aid 
when  an  Enemy  ?  Ihall  it  be  allow'd  with  Impunity  to  aid  the 
Emperor  to  march  his  Troops  and  yet  open  Rebellion  to 
affift  the  Emperor  whilft  thofe  Troops  were  marching  ? 
Muft  the  Quiet  of  the  whole  World  be  a  Viftim  to  the  Ava- 
rice of  Men,  who  would  make  an  inglorious  Advantage  of 
their  Money  ?  Muft  Men  be  indulged  in  thofe  Dealings 
which  bear  fuch  Analogy  even  to  High  Treafon,  only  for 
the  Sake  of  Self-Interell  ?'  He  added,  '  ItwasCompaffion  and 
Humanity,  to  ignorant  unwary  Men,  which  led  him  to  bring 
in  this  Bill  ;  for  in  cafe  of  a  War  with  the  Emperor,  Mer- 
chants might  tranfaft  with  his  Imperial  Majelly  for  Loans 
before  it  broke  out,  and  when  their  Second  Payments  became 
due,  it  would  be  within  the  Statute  fhould  they  make  them 
good  ;  fo  that  fuch  a  Proclamation  would  warn  them  of  ap- 
proaching Dangers  :  It  would  give  them  due  Notice  of  a  Rup- 
ture, and  prevent  them  incurring  the  unforeseen  Pains  of  Ca- 
pital Crimes,  by  coveting  fuch  a  Premium  and  Intereft.'  He 
own'd,  '  That  many  Difficulties  had  occurred  to  him,  and 
the  Gentlemen  order'd  to  bring  in  this  Bill :  That  he  was 
forry  to  he  fenfiblc,  that  it  could  not  be  (o  effectual  as  many 
might  wifh,  and  himfelf  had  moft  heartily  defired  ;  but  was 
thi?  an  Argument  to  a  Houfe  of  Commons  againft  a  Bill 
for  fuch  important  Ends,  that  becaufe  they  could  not  do  all  that 
they  would,  therefore  they  muft  not  do  all  that  they  could  » 
if  their  Power  could  not  wholly  prevent  thofe  Pradices,  muft 
they  not  exert  the  utmoft  of  their  Power  ?    if  they  had  not 

an 
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an  abfolute  Redrefs  for  the  Evil,  mull  they  not  find  out  all  *""°  5- c*"- "' 
poflible  Redrefs  ?  and  becaufe  they  could  not  Ihut  up  all  the 
Avenues  of  Aififtance,  therefore  mult  they  leave  all  open  ?* 
He  added,  '  That  it  was  no  Objeftion  to  the  Bill  before  them, 
that  any  Rrince,  State,  or  Potentate,  was  equally  intended  with 
the  Emperor  ;  for  that  the  End  of  it  was  to  prevent  a  War 
with  that  Prince,  and  to  name  him  in  this  Cafe  diftind  from 
all  others  would  amount  to  a  full  Declaration  of  Wax  ;  be- 
iides,  one  Prince  might  borrow  Money  for  another,  and  elude 
the  Import  of  the  Law  :  That  as  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  or 
any  other  Prince  in  Alliance  with  the  Crown  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, his  Majefly  would  readily  grant  his  Allowance  for 
Loans  to  fo  good  an  Ally  :  That  however,  this  Law  would  not 
have  an  EfFeft,  but  in  cafe  of  apparent  Neceffity  ;  if  the 
Emperor  gave  his  Majefty  Reafon  to  oppofe  his  Intentions,  it 
Blight  produce  a  future  Proclamation  ;  yet  this  was  eventual, 
it  might  be,  or  it  might  not  be  :  And  if  it  ever  Ihould  hap- 
pen, no  Subjects  of  Britain,  no  Merchants  Abroad  could  of- 
fend through  Ignorance  of  fuch  a  Proclamation  ;  for  the  Bill 
was  drawn  with  a  Blank,  to  be  fill'd  with  a  proper  Limitation 
of  Time,  before  the  Law  ftiould  take  Place,  or  the  Prohibi- 
tion hold  good  ;  and  the  Limitation  might  be  very  large  and 
extenfive,  that  Merchants  Abroad  might  be  duly  informed  of 
the  Terms  which  the  Law  had  enjoin'd.'  He  faid,  '  That 
it  was  the  proper  Policy  tif  Nations,  the  reafonable  Autho- 
rity  veiled  in  the  Councils  of  a  Country,  to  ufe  fuch  Precau- 
tions and  lay  fuch  Prohibitions,  on  an  Appearance  of  Danger, 
although  not  difcernM  by  the  People  :  That  the  Reafon  of 
this  was,  becaufe  they  had  early  and  fecret  Intelligence  not 
proper  for  the  Publick  View  when  immediatly  receiv'd,  yet 
highly  expedient  to  be  obferv'd  :  That  as  to  the  Indulgence 
allow'd  to  thofe  Perfons  who  traded  in  the  Funds  Abroad,  or 
trufted  their  Money  in  Foreign  Companies,  it  was  reafonable 
and  proper,  becaufe  many  Perfons  thought  thofe  a  good  Secu- 
rity for  their  Fortunes ;  That  many  of  theBritiih  Merchants  in 
other  Countries  had  no  better  Employment  for  Cafh  in  their 
Hands ;  and  it  would  occafion  great  Confufion  to  include  thofe 
Cafes  in  tliis  Prohibition,  neither  indeed  did  they  any  Vv'aj'S 
relate  to  this  Cafe  ;  for  tho'  Money  might  be  lent  to  the  Em- 
peror by  private  Perfons,  he  would  never  have  Aids  from  the 
Publick  Companies  Abroad.'  He  own'd,  '  That  he  was  not 
fo  converfant  in  the  Laws  as  fome  Gentlemen  were,  who 
could  jullly  fupport  this  Bill  in  its  Provihon  for  a  proper 
Difcovery  of  Evidence  by  Precedents  j  he  was  a  Stranger  to 
that ;  but  he  himfelf  rcmember'd  the  Aft  to  prevent  the  Sab- 
je£ls  of  Great-Britain  from  trading  in  the  Ollend  Company,  and 
that  there  the  fame  Method  of  Difcovery  was  provided  ;  and 
iliould  not  the  Publick  deted  fuch  s.  cni;mid  Comir.ercc  witli 
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Anno  5.  Geo.  11.  a  powcrful  and  national  Enemy,  when  they  were   allow'd  it 

1^  '— ^— ',  J  againft  a  little  interloping  Company  ?  It  was  far  from  fetting 
up  a  Court  of  Inquifition,  it  was  far  from  laying  Hardftiips 
or  Severities  on  any  Man  ;  but  it  was  for  the  Prevention  of 
fraudulent  Dealings  and  conceal'd  Tranfaftions ;  and  it  involv'd 
the  Party  in  no  other  Penalty  than  one,  which  he  could  not 
incur  but  thro'  confcious  Guilt,  which  he  might  eafily  avoid 
by  purging  himfelf  of  the  Crime  ;  and  that  this  Penalty  was 
ftill  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Houfe  to  be  limited  by  their 
Authority,  having  no  other  End  than  to  be  fuch  a  Tax  upon 
Loans,  as  might  make  it  unprofitable  to  advance  them  for  the 
highell  Premiums  or  Intereft.'  He  alfo  obferv'd,  *  That  the 
Proclamation  provided  in  the  Bill,  was  the  fame  as  by  Law 
had  been  ufual  in  the  cafe  of  Quarentine  in  the  Apprehen- 
lions  of  a  Peililence,  and  as  a  Prevention  of  any  contagious 
Diftempers  ;  he  thought  it  a  reafonable  Remedy  on  all  fuch 
Appearances  of  Danger ;  it  would  not  be  made  ufe  of  unlefs 
fuch  Grievances  happen'd  ;  and  if  they  did  happen,  he 
thought  they  deferv'd  a  Redrefs :  He  therefore  infilled  on 
committing  this  Bill,  as  highly  expedient  and  neceffary.' 

Mr  wortiey  MoR-       Sir  Robert  Walpole  having  ended,  Mr  Wortley  Montague 
•^^"^  faid,  '  7"hat  he   had  a  Point  of  Order  to  debate  :  That  that 

honourable  Member  had  brought  in  the  Name  of  the  King 
to  influence  their  Confiderations  contrary  to  a  ftanding  Rule 
of  the  Houfe:  And  that  it  was  never  allowed  that  the  Name  of 
the  King  fhould  ever  be  ufed  upon  any  Occafion  to  awe  their 
Proceedings,  or  to  over-bear  their  Debates :  That  if  that 
honourable  Member  had  been  properly  careful  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Honour,  he  would  not  have  mention'd  his  Name  at 
that  Rate  ;  he  would  have  inform'd  them  of  the  Evidence 
they  had,  and  regularly  brought  it  before  them  in  the  prei'ent 
Inquiry :  That  whatever  that  Evidence  might  be,  he  fup- 
pos'd  it  muil  come  from  Foreign  Minillers,  and  he  thought 
the  Houfe  ought  to  have  it  open'd  in  a  proper  Parliamentary 
Way.'  He  added,  '  That  his  Opinion  was  againft  the  Bill, 
for  he  thought  it  reflrain'd  our  Commerce,  and  we  might  as 

Sir R.  WaJpoic.  ^^'"^'^  prohibit  rJl  Commerce.'  To  this  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
replied,  '  That  the  Manner  of  his  Declaration  had  been  very 
much  niiilaken,  in  afierting  that  what  he  had  faid  was  Unpar- 
liamentary, for  he  well  knew  and  duly  obferv'd  the  Orders  of 
the  Houfe  :  That  he  had  not  brought  in  the  Name  of  the 
King  to  influence  Gentlemen,  or  to  over-bear  the  Debates: 
That  he  had  mention'd  the  pofitive  AiTarances  which  were 
receiv'd,  not  as  a  MeflTage  from  the  King,  but  by  his  Ma- 
jeily's  Leave ;  not  by  his  Command,  but  only  by  his  Pcr- 
miffion;  that  the  Station  he  was  in  obliged  him  to  ask  that 
Permiflion,  becaufe  that  by  his  Oath  he  was  oblig'd  to  keep 
the  Kij.)g's  Council  fecret,  and  thercfoiC  he  ask'd  this  Allow- 
ance 
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ance  from  his  Majefty  Yefterday  Morning,  apprehending  the  Annoj.  g«o.  w 
Debate  of  this  Day  would  require  him  to  mention  it,  and  he  .     '7^9-|^- 
had  ofFer'd  it  to  prove  the  Importance  of  the  Bill  now  before 
them. 

Mr  Gould  faid,  *He  was  a  Merchant  himfelf;  that  he  could  ^'  co\iidf 
make  it  appear  to  the  Houfe,  the  Emperor's  Agents  had  been 
in  Change- Alley ;  that  he   knew  a  particular  Jew,  who  had 
been  apply 'd  to  for  30,000  1.  and  others  for  very  large  Sums, 
but  refufed  to  advance  them,   M  fearing  it  would  draw  the 
Di/pleafure  of  the  Government  upon  them  :  That  he  thought 
the  Bill  a  good  Bill,  and   all  reafonable  Licences  might  be 
obtain'd,  whenever  they  might  anfwer  an  innocent  Purpofe  ; 
nay,  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  granted  when  apply'd  for, 
without  any  Charge  to  the  Merchants ;'    which  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  agreed  to.  Hereupon  Mr.  Walter  Plomer  faid,  ♦  That  ^'  ^-  ^^"^ 
he  would  not  oppofe  the  Defign  of  this  Bill ;  he  would  never 
oppofe  whatever  might  ftrengthen  his  Majefty's  Hands,  he 
never  did  nor  ever  would  appear  in  any  fuch  Caufe:  But  if 
this  muft  be  done,  why  was  it  to  be  effedled  by  a  Proclama- 
tion ?  why  were  the  Miniftry  to  be  Judges  in  this  Cafe  ?  let 
the  Houfe  determine  the  Fitnefs  of  the  Affair,  let  them  enaft 
the  Prohibition,  let  them  alone  have  the  abfolute   Diredlion, 
and  then  he  had  nothing  to  oiFer  againft  fuch  a  Bill.'  To  this 
Mr  Henry  Pelham  reply'd,  '  That  that  Gentleman  mifunder-  Mr  h.  Peiham. 
flood  them,  if  he  imagin'd  that  he  or  the  Perfons  employ 'd 
to  prepare   and  bring  in   that  Bill,   intended  to  make   any 
Minifters   Judges   where  the  Houfe   might  much  better  de- 
cide ;  but  it  was  a  Tendernefs  to  the  People,  that  made  them 
provide  a  Proclamation  ;  they  hoped  this  Affair  might  even 
yet  be  adjulted  without  a  Prohibition  ;  but  if  the  Houfe 
would  not  have  it  eventual,  if  they  would  have  it  immediate- 
ly, he  fhould  not  ftand  in  Oppofition  to  any  fuch  Demand.' 
Then  Mr  Barnard  declared  himfelf  againfl  the  Bill.  He  faid,  Mr  Barnard. 
*  That  he  thought  it  a  Reftraint  upon  Commerce,  that  could 
not  be  juilify'd,  and  fuch  Reftraints  had  ever   been  prejudi- 
cial to  ourfelves  ;    That  he  remember'd  a  Bill  of  this  Sort 
againft  Sweden,  to  prohibit  all   Commerce  with  that  King- 
dom, [See  Vol.  I. p.  179]  yet  the  Confequence was,  that  we 
were  forced  to  enable  our  Merchants  to  carry  it  on  in  Dutch 
Bottoms,  which  render'd  the  Prohibition  ufelefs,  as  well  as 
burthenfome,  before  we  took  it  off:    That  he  thought  if  the 
Dutch  could  afhft  their  Enemies  the  Spaniards  in  a  War, 
where  Rebellion  was  the  Quarrel,  and  the  Crown  of  Spain 
claimed  all   the  People  as   its  natural   bom   Subjedls,  they 
would  furely  lend  Money  to  the  Emperor  when  he  apply'd 
for  Affiftance.     He  added,  '  That  the  Argument  ufed  about 
Merchants    incurring   High  Treafon  for   their  Second  Pay- 
ments was  very  abfurd,   for  no   Men   in  the  World  would 
Vo  L.  II.  I  contraft 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  ir,  contra£l  for  Loans  on  fuch  Terms  or  make  them  good.  'He 
V_jr-^!~i  J  infilled,'  That  they  fhould  name  the  Emperor  exprefly,  and 
not  make  a  great  Prohibition  to  alFe£l  the  whole  World 
as  if  we  were  at  War  with  all.  He  faid,  '  That  however  tlie; 
Praftice  might  obtain  of  Licenfing  Loans  to  his  iVIajefty  of 
Portugal,  ox  to  any  of  our  good  Allies,  that  this  would  be  of 
no  Service  to  our  Merchants,  who  would  lofe.  the  Advantage 
of  lending  their  Money,  becaufe  other  Nations  could  furnilh 
fiich  Loans  with  more  Readinefs  ;  and  whilil  ours  were  ap- 
plying for  Permiffions  to  the  Crown,  the  others  would  ad- 
vance fuch  Afliftances  in  the  mean  Time,  and  fupplant  our 
People  in  all  their  Money-Dealings.  He  likewife  declared 
agaimt  making  the  Court  of  Exchequer  a  Court  of  Inquili- 
tion  ;  he  conceived  it  unknown  to  the  Laws  ;  nay,  odious  to 
the  Conftitution,  that  Men  fhould  be  obliged  to  accufe  them-- 
felves,  and  thereby  incur  the  worft  of  Penalties ;  he  knew 
not  what  Precedents  might  be  furnilli'd  ;  he  bejiev'd  that  they 
could  eafilyfind  Precedents  for  any  Tiling  :  But  he  thought  the; 
Liberties  of  his  Country  much  more  weighty  with  him  than 
any  Precedents  whatever  ;  and  he  would  never  confent  to  a 
Bill,  which  he  thought  a  Violation  of  our  Fundamental  Laws, 
a  Breach  of  our  deareft  Liberties,  and  a  very  terrible  Hard- 
Sii  P.  yorkc.i  fhip  on  Mankind.'  To  this  Sir  Philip  Yorke  fiid,  *  That  him- 
felfand  the  Gentlemen  honoured  by  the  Houfe  with  their 
Commands  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  had  confidered  the  Dutch 
and  the  Englifli  Merchants  as  two  different  Reforts,  where 
the  Emperor  might  apply  for  Affiftance ;  that  if  one  Shop 
was  fhut  up,  he  had  one  the  lefs  to  make  ufe  of;  and  even 
the  other,  if  our  true  and  faithful  Ally,  and  governed  by 
Reafon  and  right  Policy,  not  under  extraordinary  Influence, 
might  alfo  be  prevailed  on  to  flop  this  Afllllance  of  Money, 
and  yield  a  private  Interell  to  the  common  Caufe  of 
Europe;  he  thought  they  were  very  well  juftify'd  in  draw- 
ing this  Bill,  not  only  from  Rciifon  and  the  Fitnefs  of  Things, 
but  from  the  Common  Law  of  the  Kingdom ;  That  tlie 
King  had  a  lav/ful  Prerogative  to  recall  his  Subjeds  by  Pro- 
clamation from  the  Service  of  Foreign  States,  and  fhould  he 
not  alfo  have  Power  to  prohibit  them  from  lending  their 
Money,  which  might  be  more  ufeful  and  dangerous  than  even 
the  Service  of  their  Perfons :  That  in  Ireland  the  Parliament 
had  made  it  High  Trcafon,  to  euliil  Men  for  Foreign  Ser- 
vice without  Licence  obtained  from  the  Crown  j  and  furcly 
a  Refcraint  upon  Money,  tlie  Sinews  of  War,  was  highly  ex- 
pedient any  where  ;  I'hat  this  Law  was  intended  only  as  a 
temporary  Reitraint,  a  prefent  Remedy  apply 'd  to  an  ap- 
proaching Evil,  and  not  to  be  eftablilh'd  in  Perpetuity.'  He 
obferved,  '  That  the  Claufe  for  difcovering  Evidence,  by 
Engiifh  Bill  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  was  the  only  Me- 
thod 
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tKod  to  make  this  Law  efFeftual ;  for  fuch  a  Tranfaflion,  as   Anno  ?.  Geo.  ir. 
lending  of  Money  .in  this  Manner,  would  always  be  done  in  a  .    ,'— ^  -°  ,    i 
very  concealed,  a  very  clandeftine  Way  :  Tliat  if  they  did 
notpaft  this  Claufe,  they  might  juftly  throw  out  the  whole 
Bill,  for  there  would  be  no  Evidence  ever  to  fupport  its  De- 
iign  :    That  many  fuch  Laws  had  provided  fuch  Methods  of 
Difcoveryj  that  memorable  Law,  among  others,  which  punifh'd 
the  South-Sea  Direftors,  made  it  Felony  to  refufe  anfwering 
or  to  demur  to  a  Bill  for  Difcovery  of  Concealments ;  and  yec 
if  they  did  difcover  a   Concealment,  the  very  Aniwer  was 
good  in  Evidence  againft  them,  and  the  Concealment  was  Fe- 
lony ;  but  here  was  a  limited   Sum,   and  no  other  Penalty 
could  be  the  Confequence,  attending  confcious  Guilt  upon 
fuch  a  Bill  of  Difcovery :  That  by  the  Conibudtion   of  a 
Court  of  Equity,  fuch  a  Bill  of  Difcovery  would  have  been 
allow'd,  if  this  Claufe  had  not  been  inferted  :  That  the  Barons 
of  the  Exchequer  had  maintain'd  the  Legality  of  Suits,  to 
difcover  Frauds  and  Mifdemeanors    relating  to  the  Revenue; 
nor  could  they  deny  that  this  was  as  jull:  by  Parity  of  Reafon- 
ing  ;  tho'  if  the  Houfe  Ihould  throw  out  this  Claufe,  it  might 
make  the  Judges  unwilling  to  fupply  it  by  fuch  a  Conltruclion ; 
and  therefore  he  hoped  they   would  not  throw  it  out.    Here- 
upon Sir  William  Wyndham  faid,  '  That  he  hoped  when  this  g-^  ^y  wyajham. 
Bill  was   committed   they  would  make  it  a  reafonable  Bill  : 
That  the  honourable  Member,  who  fpoke  lall,  had  meritioncd 
a  poffible  Cafe,   that   the  Dutch  would  fliut  up  their  Shop   to 
the  Emperor  ;  and  fuch  a  bare  Pollibility  it  was,  that  no  Man 
could  think  it  a  common  Probability  :   That  in  the  late  Wars 
with  France,  we  drew  them  into  a  Bargain,  and  paid  them  a 
Price  to  difcontinue  their  Trade  with  the    French,   which 
they  did  for  one  Year  only,  but  took  our  Money  for  two  or 
three  more,  and  when  required  to  follow  the  Tenor  of  their 
Contraft,  they  declared  they  neitlier  could  nor  would  do  ary 
fuch  Thing  :  That  therefore  we  could  not  imagine  the  Dutch 
v.ould  refufe  to  lend  their  Money  to  the  Emperor  now,  iir.v 
more  than  to  trade  with   the  French   in  the   (^Hieen's.Vvar : 
That  he  looked  on  all  thefe  Reftraints  upon  Liberty,  as  un- 
juJlifiable  Powers  in   the  Hands  of  a  Miniltry  :   And  that  to 
argue  from  any  Sufpenlion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  to  the 
Sufpenfion  of  Trade,  was  to  argue  from  one  Evil  to  another  : 
That  he  wasaifo  acrainft  the  Practice  of  an  Eniliih  Bill  in  the 
Exchequer,  to  difcover  Evidence  ;  That  he  had  heard  the 
South-Sea  Aft  mention'd,  but  tho'  it  was  a  Law,   and  there- 
fore to  be  tenderly  us'd,    he  was   no   more  con\inG'd  of  the 
Juftice  of  that  than  he  was  of  this :  And  that  he    found  from 
feme   Pafll'.gcs    in  this  Debate,   that    becaufe    v.e    flood    in 
fear  of  a  War  with  the  Emperor,  thi;retorc    rhc  Nation  mult 
bear  whuuvcv  the  French  fliould  iinpofc. 

1      3  Ml' 


Anno  3.  Geo.  U, 
I7JO. 


Mr  Danrers. 


Mf  Fane. 
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Mr  Danvers  faid,  *  That  this  was  a  Bill  of  Terrors ;  and 
that  tho'  a  temporal  Aft,  it  would  be  an  eternal  Yoke  on 
them  and  their  Fellow  Subjefts :  That  fince  the  honourable 
Member  in  the  Adminiftration  had  open'd  fecret  Intelligence, 
they  Ihould  alfo  know  what  he  knew  of  this  Matter  :  That 
the  Emperor  had  depofited  Jewels  in  Holland,  as  a  Security 
for  the  Sum  of  400,000  1.  and  that  he  himfelf  had  Money  to 
lend,  and  he  did  not  know  any  Caufe  why  he  and  other 
People  might  not  make  an  advantageous  Bargain,  as  well  as 
their  Neighbours  the  Dutch.'  To  this  Mr  Fane  *  Member 
for  Taunton,  reply'd,  *  That  indeed  it  was  a  Bill  of  Terrors, 
and  he  hop'd  it  would  prove  fo  to  all  the  King's  Enemies,  the 
Foes  to  the  Peace  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  that  the  Terror  of 
our  Enemies  would  be  the  Delight  of  our  Friends ;'  and 
added,  /  That  that  Gentleman  was  mifinform'd,  for  the  Em- 
peror had  no  Jewels  to  mortgage,  but  the  Revenues  of  his 
Hereditary  Countries. 

Then  the  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carry'd  without  any 
Divifion,  that  the  faid  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  :  It  afterwards  pafs'd  into  a  Law. 

May.  1 5.  The  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the 
Commons  attending,  his  Majefty  made  the  following  Speech 
to  both  Houfes. 


King's  Speech  at 
putting  an  End 
■to  the  Third 
$effiuD. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
*'  ^  I  ''HE  Seafon  of  the  Year^  and  the  Difpatch  you  have 
**  X  given  to  the  Publick  Bufinefs,  make  it  proper  for  me 
"  to  put  an  End  to  this  Seflion  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt,  but 
*'  the  Conduct  and  Behaviour  of  this  Parliament,  as  it  has 
"  anfwer'd  my  Expeftations,  will  be  equally  fatisfadlory  to 
"  all  my  good  and  faithful  Subjefts. 

"  The  Support  you  have  given  me,  in  enabling  me  fb 
*'  eiFeftually  to  make  good  my  Engagements  with  my  AI- 
**  lies,  will,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  have  the  delired  Effeft  ;  and 
*'  when  it  fhall  be  feen,  that  the  Allies  of  the  Treaty  of  Se- 
"  ville  are  not  only  determined,  but  in  a  Readinefs,  to  execute 
**  tlieir  mutual  Engagements,  it  is  very  much  to  be  hoped, 
"  that  a  general  Pacification  will  be  the  happy  Confequence 
"  of  this  juft  and  powerful  Alliance. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  I  give  you  my  Thanks  in  particular  for  the  Supplies 
**  you  have  raifed  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Year.  It 
"  is  a  great  Satisfaftion  to  me,  that  you  have  had  fuch  a  due 
"  Regard  for  the  Eafe  of  your  Fellow-Subjefts,  whofe  Wel- 
"  fare  and  Profperity  it  fhall  always  be  my  principal  Care  and 
*'  Study  to  advance  and  promote. 

My 

•  King^i  Comcil}  and  Solicitor  General  to  the  Q««», 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

•♦  I  am  very  glad,  that,  for  the  general  SatIsfa£Uon,'  yoa 
**  entered  into  a  particular  Confideration  of  the  State  of  the 
•'  Nation  ;  and  it  is  a  great  Happinefs  to  fee,  after  fo  many 
*'  unjufland  unreafonable  Clamours  raifed  with  all  poffible 
*'  Art,  Induftry,  and  Malice,  that,  upon  mature  Deliberation 
"  and  the  moft  folemn  Debates,  you  were  fo  far  from  find- 
**  ing  any  Thing  worthy  of  Blame  or  Cenfure,  that  all  Mat- 
**  ters  which  came  under  your  Confideration,  met  with  your 
•'  Approbation, 

"  This  muft  give  all  Mankind  a  juft  Deteftation  of  thofe 
**  Incendiaries,  who,  from  a  Spirit  of  Envy  and  Difcontent, 
*•  continually  labour,  by  fcandalous  Libels,  to  alienate  the 
**  AfFeftions  of  my  People,  and  to  fill  their  Minds  with 
**  groundlefs  Jealoufies  and  unjuil  Complaints,  in  Dilhonour 
**  of  me  and  my  Government,  and  Defiance  of  theSenfe  of 
•*  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

*'  But  I  muft  rely  upon  your  Prudence,  and  your  Concern 
**  for  the  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  your  Country,  to  difcounte- 
•*  nance  all  fuch  feditious  Praftices,  and  to  make  my  People 
"  fenfible,  that  thefe  wicked  Proceedings  can  have  no  other 
*'  View  or  End,  but  to  create  Confufion  and  Difira£tion 
**  among  us. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefty's  Command,  ^^^  Par'iamaft" 
prorogued  the  Parliament  to  the   1 4th  of  July  :  They  were  prorogueii, 
afterwards  farther  prorogued  to  the  2 1  ft  of  January. 

STEECHES  and  DEBATES 

In  the  Fourth  Session  of  the 

Ftrfl  Parliament  of  King  George  IT. 


o 


N  the  2 1  ft  of  January  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe  Anno  ^.  Geo.  ij, 
of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  attending,  his  Majefty        *'5o-ji. 
made  the  following  Speech. 


Y 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

OU  cannot  but  be  fenfible,  that  the  Meafures  for-  Ki;ig;s  speech  at 


merly  taken,  and  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  °semonf '  ^ 


Seville,  have  prevented  and  difappointed  the  dangerous 
Confequences  that  were  fo  juftly  apprehended  from  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna ;  and  we  do  not  only  fee  that  Union 
diffolv'd,  which  had  alarm'd  all  Europe,  but  the  Allies  of 

"  the 
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Anno  4.  Geo.  II.  «  thfi  Treaty  of  Hanover  ftrengthned  by  the  additional  Power 
*'  of  the  Crown  of  Spain. 

"  'I'liis  Situation  of  Affairs  gave  us  a  reafonable  Profpe£l 
*'  of  a  general  Pacification,  and  juft  Hopes  of  feeing  tlie 
*'  Conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville  comply'd  with,  with- 
**  out  the  Necefllty  of  coming  to  Extremities  j  and  no  En- 
"  deavours  have  been  wanting,  conformable  to  my  Eagage- 
**  ments  with  my  Allies,  to  obtain  that  happy  End.  But 
"  this  defirable  Event  liaving  been  hitherto  delay'd,  the 
*'  Treaty  of  Seville  lays  an  indifpenfible  Obligation  upon 
*'  all  the  contrading  Parties  to  prepare  for  the  Execution  of 
*'  it  J  and  we  muft  be  in  a  Readinefs  to  perform  our  Part, 
**  and,  by  continuing  to  purfue  the  proper  Meafures,  con- 
*'  vince  our  Allies,  that  we  will  faithfuiiy  fulfil  our  En- 
"  gagements,  and,  as  far  as  fliall  depend  upon  us,  procure 
*'  the  Satisfaction  due  to  them,  either  by  fucli  Means  as  fnall 
*'  be  moft  eligible,  or  by  fucli  as  fliall  be  found  abfolutely 
"  necelfary. 

"  The  prefent  critical  Conjuncture  feems  in  a  very  par- 
**  ticular  Manner  to  deferve  your  Attention  ;  and  you  need 
*'  not  be  told,  with  what  Impatience  the  Refolutions  of  this 
*'  Parliament  are  every  where  waited  for  and  expefted. 

"  I  am  incapable  of  attempting  to  influence  your  Pro- 
**  ceedings  by  groundlefs  Fears  and  Apprehenfions,  and 
*'  as  incapable  of  amufing  you  with  vain  Hopes  and  Expec- 
**  cations  ;  but  as  the  Tranfadlions,  now  depending  in  the 
*'  feveral  Courts  of  Europe,  are  upon  the  Point  of  being 
*'  determined,  the  great  Event  of  Peace  or  War  may  be  very 
*'  much  aflefted  by  your  firit  Refolutions.  The  Continuance 
*'  of  that  Zeal  and  Vigour,  which  you  have  hitherto  fliswn, 
*'  in  Support  of  me  and  my  Engagements,  muff,  at  this  Time, 
*'  be  of  the  greatell  Weight  and  Importance,  both  with  Re- 
"  gard  to  my  Allies,  who  cannot  think  their  Intereft  and 
*'  the  Common  Caufe  neglected,  before  the  Conditions  of 
*'  their  Treaties  are  accomplilh'd  ;  and  with  Regard  to  thofe, 
*'  who  may  be  difpofed,  before  the  Seafon"  of  Aftion  is 
*'  come,  to  prevent,  by  an  Accommodation,  the  fital  Con- 
*'  fequences  of  a  general  Rupture,  which  they  will  have 
"  little  Rcafon  to  apprehend,  if  they  find  the  Allies  of  Se- 
"  ville  not  prepared  to  do  themfclves  Jufiiicc. 

"  The  Plan  of  Operations  for  tiie  Execution  of  the  Treaty 
**  of  Seville  by  Force,  in  cafe  we  fhall  be  driven  to  that 
*'  Necefllty,  is  now  under  Confideration ;  and  until  the  Pro- 
*'  portions  of  the  Confederate  Forces,  and  tlie  proper  Dif- 
*•  pofitions  for  employing  them,  fliall  be  finally  adjulfcd  and 
"  agreed  upon,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  determine  how  far  the 
*'  E.xpences,  neceffary  for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year, 

*'  may 
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*'  may,  or  may  not,  exceed  the   Provifions  made  for  the  ^"""io.*?!"" "' 
**  Service  of  the  laft  Year.  \_i,— ^-m  J 

*'  In  the  mean  Tune,  I  am  perfuaded,  you  will  go  on  ■'- 
*'  to  give  all  poirib^e  Difpatch  to  the  publick  Bufinefs ;  and 
"  if  it  ftiall  be  neceiiary,  I  {hall  not  fail  to  alk  the  farther 
*'  Advice  and  Alliilance  of  my  Parliament,  according  to  the 
*'  Circumltances  of  publick  Affairs,  and  as  foon  as  any  pro- 
*'  per  Occiifion  fhall  require  it. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*'  I  will  order  the  proper  Eftimates  to  be  prepared  and 
*'  laid  before  you  ;  and  I  can  make  no  doubt,  but  that 
"  dutiful  Regard  which  you  have  always  fhewn  to  me  and 
*'  my  Honour,  and  your  jufl  Concern  for  the  true  Intereft 
*'  of  your  Country,  will  induce  you  to  grant  me  the  neccf- 
*•'  fary  Supplies,  and  enable  me  to  make  good  my  Engage- 
"  ments  with  my  Allies,  with  that  Chearfulnefs  and  Affec- 
**  tion,  which  becomes  a  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  tender 
"  and  jealous  of  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  careful  and 
*'  folicitous  tor  the  Glory  and  Prolperity  of  the  Kingdom. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  The  Time  draws  ner.r,  which  will  admit  of  no  farther 
**  Delays.  If  the  Tranquility  of  Europe  can  be  fettled 
"  without  the  Effijfion  of  Blood,  or  the  Expence  of  publick 
"  Treafure,  that  Situation  will  certainly  be  molt  happy  aad 
*'  dehrable  :  But  if  that  Blefiing  cannot  be  obtain'd.  Honour, 
•'  Juftice,  and  the  facred  Faith  due  to  folemn  Treaties, 
**  will  call  upon  us  to  exert  ourfelves,  in  procuring  by  Force 
*'  what  cannot  be  had  upon  jull  and  reafonable  I'erms." 

The  Commons  being  return'd  to  their  Houfe,  Mr  Speaker 
reported  his  Maj'lty's  Speech,  and  thereupon  a  Motion  was  d^^jfo'f  Than!^''" 
made  f_jr  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks ;  and  to  acknowledge  his 
Majelly's  Goodnefs  in  endeavouring  to  have  the  Conditions 
of  the  Treaty  of  Seville  fulfilled  and  executed,  in  fuch  Man- 
ner as  might  bell  fecure  a  general  Pacification,  and  be  con- 
formable to  his  Engagements  with  his  Allies  ,•  to  declare 
their  entire  Confidence  in  his  Majefty's  Care  and  Concern 
for  the  Honour  and  Interefts  of  his  People  ;  and  their  perfedl 
Reliance  upon  his  Wifdom  and  Juilice,  in  doing  every  Thing 
that  fliall  depend  upon  him,  to  procure  the  Satisfafiion  to  his 
Allies,  by  fuch  A'leans  as  fhall  be  mofl  defirable,  or  abfo- 
lutely  ncceffary  ;  to  exprefs  their  firm  Refolution  to  continue 
their  utnioii  Zeal  and  Vigour,  in  Support  of  his  Majcily  and 
his  Eng.gements ;  and  to  affure  his  Majefty,  that  they  would 
give  all  poiTible  Difpatch  to  tlie  Publick  Bufmefs,  as  it  fhould 
irom  Time  to  Time  be  brought  before  them  ;  and  that  froiii 
a  dutiful  Regard  to  his  Majeity's  Honour  and  Dignity,  and 
9.  jull  Concern  ftn"  the  true  Intereft  of  their  Country,  which 

they. 
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Debate  therewi. 

Mr  D.  P\ilteney. 
Mr  W.  Pultency. 
Sir  W.  Wyndham 
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they  fliould  always  look  upon  as  indifpenfible  and  infepara&Ie 
Obligations,  they  would  grant  to  his  Majefty  fuch  Supplies 
as  Ihould  be  neceflary  for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year  ; 
and  efFeftually  enable  his  Majefty  to  make  good  his  Engage- 
ments with  his  Allies :  And  in  Return  to  his  Majefty's  Good- 
jiefs,  in  avoiding  to  bring  any  unneceffary  Burthens  upon 
his  People,  to  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  in  cafe  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  Affairs  Ihould  oblige  his  Majefty  to  aflc  the  farther 
Advice  and  Affiftance  of  that  Houfe,  they  would,  upon  every 
Occafion,  difcharge  their  Duty  to  his  Majefty  and  thofe  they 
reprefent,  with  that  Chearfulnefs  and  AfFeftion  which  be- 
came a  Britiih  Houfe  of  Commons,  tender  and  jealous  of 
the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  and  careful  and  felicitous  for  the 
Glory  of  the  Kingdom.' 

This  Motion  was  oppos'd  by  Mr  Daniel  Pulteney,  Mr 
William  Pulteney,  and  Sir  William  Wyndham,  who  were 
for  leaving  out  moft  Part  of  the  Motion  in  order  to  make 
the  Addrefs  general  ;  and  for  defiring  his  Majefty  to  take 
Care,  that  no  War  ftiould  be  carry'd  on  in  Flanders  or  upon 
the  Rhine.     The  Arguments  they  ofi^er'd  in  Support  of  this 
Amendment  were,  *  That  according  to  the  ancient  Parliamen- 
tary Method,  all  Addreffes  were  general :  That  our  Anceftors 
never  were  fo  complaifant  as  to  declare  their  Senfe  of  Things, 
'till  the  Particulars  came  regularly  before  them :  That  the 
making  of  an  Addrefs,  in  Terms  fo  particular  as  thofe  now 
propofed,  look'd  like  an  immediate  Determination  of  all  the 
Points  likely  to  come  before  them,  which  was  in  Effed  bring- 
ing the  Bufinefs  of  the  whole  Seflion  into  the  Refolves  of  one 
Day,  and  proceeding  to  determine  without  either  Proofs  or 
Reafons  for  fuch  Determinations  :    That  the  promifing  now 
to  fupport  his  Majefty  in  all  his  Engagements,  without  know- 
ing what  thofe  Engagements  were,  feem'd  to  be  determin- 
ing, that  they  would  fupport  him  before  any  Reafon  could 
be  ofFer'd  for  fuch  a  Determination  ;   for  no  other  Reafon 
could  be  ofFer'd,  than  that  they  were  all  juft  and  reafonable, 
which  no   Man  could  fay  before  he  knew  what  they  were  : 
That  every  Gentleman  in  that  Houfe  muft  remember  very 
well  the  great  Expence  of  Blood  and  Treafure,  which  it  had 
coft  this  Nation  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  Power  of  France, 
which  by  the  impolitick  Meafures  of  former  Times  had  been 
allowed   to  rife  to  fuch  a  Height,  that  it  began  to  threaten 
the  Liberties  of  all  Europe:  That  our  joining  with  France, 
and  attacking  the  Emperor  in  Flanders,  or  upon  the  Rhine, 
would  naturally  throw  Flanders,  and  perhaps  a  Part  of  Ger- 
many, into  the  Hands  of  the  French  ;  by  which  that  Mon- 
archy would  again  become  terrible  to  Europe  :  That  French 
Alliance?,  thro'  the  Unfaithfulnefs  of  that  People,  and  their 
inveterate  Malice  to  U3,  had  always  proved  deftruftive  to  the 

Intereft 
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Intereft  and  Trade  of  this  Nation  ;  and  the  Ufe  they  had  *"""/jof|"'  "* 
always  made  of  a  Correlpondence  with  us,  was  to  encourage  \_ii— ^-  i  _/ 
arbitrary  Defigns  in  our  Princes,  and  that  therefore  it  had 
generally  proved  fatal  for  any  King,  or  Miniftry  of  England, 
to  enter  cordially  into  any  Friendfhip  or  Correfpondence  with 
them :  That  we  might  learn,  from  the  Hiftories  of  former 
Times,  what  Faith  could  be  given  to  French  Promifes  or 
French  Engagements  :  That  even  at  prefent  we  may  fee,  that 
they  have  taken  Advantage  of  the  late  precarious  Situation  of 
the  Affairs  of  Europe,  and  of  the  Confidence  we  have  r'epofed 
in  them,  and  from  thence  have  prefumed  to  clear  and  reflore 
the  Harbour  of  Dunkirk,  and  to  incroach  upon  our  Settle- 
ments in  the  Weft-Indies  :  That  from  their  prefent  Manage- 
ment we  may  judge,  how  much  their  Friendfhip  is  to  be 
depended  on ;  we  may  lee  that  we  muil  pay  dear  for  any 
fuperficial  Favours  they  are  pleafed  to  vouchfafe  to  us,  or  to 
any  of  our  Allies :  That  profecuting  a  War  either  in  Flanders 
or  upon  the  Rhine,  in  Conjunftion  with  the  French,  could 
tend  to  nothing  but  the  Ruin  of  that  Balance  of  Power  in 
Europe,  which  with  Difficulty  we  had  at  laft  efiablifli'd, 
after  a  ten  Years  bloody  and  expenfive  War,  crown'd  with 
many  glorious  Viftories,  and  attended  v.'ith  a  moll  furprizing 
Succefs  :  That  in  the  prefent  Conjundure  of  the  Affairs  of 
Europe,  the  Balance  of  Power  by  our  being  beaten  might 
fufFer  ;  by  our  being  vidorious,  it  would  be  entirely  deftroy'd 
and  lofl  perhaps  for  ever.' 

In  Anfwer  to  this.  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Mr  Horatio  Wal-  str  R-  \'^^p°'«' 
pole.  Lord  Her\-ey,  and  Sir  William  Yonge,  urg'd,  '  That  lWu  kt:v,.y. 
the  making  of  the  Addrefs  in  Terms  fo  very  general,  feem'd  ^"■^"^•'^°"6^' 
to  be  (hewing  a  Sort  of  Diffidence  in  his  Majefty's  Conduct 
and  Management :  That  his  Majefty,  ever  fmce  he  came  to 
the  Throne,  had  always  been  fo  careful  of  the  Interefts 
of  the  Nation,  that  no  Member  of  the  Houfe  had  any  Rea- 
fon  to  harbour  the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  his  Majefty's  Meafures : 
That  as  to  the  other  Part  of  the  Amendment  relating  to  the 
War  in  Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine,  they  agreed,  that  it 
was  not  for  the  Intereit  of  Europe,  that  any  Part  of  thofe 
Countries  fhould  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  French  :  That 
his  Majefty  would  without  doubt,  according  to  his  wonted 
Prudence,  take  all  proper  Care  to  prevent  any  fuch  Confe- 
quence  :  And  that  the  putting  fuch  Words  into  the  Addrefs 
would  look  like  an  Encroachment  upon  tlie  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  and  a  Direfting  of  the  Operations  of  the  future  War, 
if  any  fhould  happen,  which  they  hoped  would  not ;  for  that 
they  had  good  Reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Meafures  already 
concerted  would  produce  a  Pacification  :  That  the  principal 
Defign  of  the  great  Alliance  form'd  againft  the  Emperor  v/as 
to  convince  him,  that  if  he  did  not  come  into  the  peaceable 
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Anno.  4.  Geo.  II.  Mcafufcs  propofed,  he  would  be  fo  powerfully  attacked  upon 

^_„  — ° -"i.j  all  Sides,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  refift  ;  which 
Defign  would  be  entirely  fruftrated,  if  they  fhould  declare 
at  the  Beginning,  that  he  was  not  to  be  attack'd  in  Flanders 
or  upon  the  Rhine,  thefe  being  the  only  two  Places  in  which 
he  wis  vulnerable  ;  for  that  in  Italy  he  could  make  himfelf 
fuperior  to  the  whole  Alliance,  fince  he  was  already  in  Pof- 
feffion  of  that  Country,  and  could  pour  in  what  Troops  he 
pleafed  by  unexpenfive  Land  Marches,  whereby  he  might  fill 
the  whole  Country  with  his  numerous  Body  of  Horfe ;  which, 
being  Mafter  of  the  open  Country  as  well  as  of  all  the  for- 
tify'd  Places,  he  might  eafily  fubfill,  whilft  the  Troops  fent 
by  the  Allies  to  attack  him  in  Italy,  in  order  to  force  him 
to  a  Compliance  with  the  Terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville, 
mufl  be  both  tranfported,  and  fupported  by  Sea  ;  it  being 
well  known  to  all  who  underftand  any  Thing  of  the  Geo- 
graphy of  Italy,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  force  a  Paflage  by 
Land  into  that  Country,  when  it  is  provided  with  a  powers 
ful  and  well  difciplin'd  Army  to  oppofe  the  Entry  of  an 
Enemy  :  That  therefore  it  would  be  very  impolitick  to  put 
any  fuch  Words  into  their  Addrefs,  becaufe  it  would  perfuade 
the  Emperor,  that  the  Allies  had  come  to  a  Refolution  not 
to  attack  him  in  Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine,  which,  by 
taking  away  all  Ground:  of  Fear  from  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
would  make  them  perlevere  in  refuling  to  enter  into  any 
peaceable  Meafures ;  whereby  thofe  Alliances,  which  had 
been  procured  with  fo  much  Expence  and  Labour,  would 
be  render'd  fruitlefs  and  of  no  Elfeft,  and  confequently  a 
Pacification  wouid  become  altogether  imprafticable.' 

MrWyndhim.  Then  another  Amendment  was  ofFer'd  by  Mr  Wyndham, 

Member  for  Sudbury,  viz.  That  they  would  fupport  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Engagements,  fo  far  as  they  related  to  the  Intereft  of 

MrPu!««ney.  Great-Britain.  This  Motion  was  feconded  by  Mr  Pulteney 
'  and  thofe  Gentlemen  who  were  for  the  firil  Amendment : 
In  Support  thereof  it  was  alledg'd,  •  That  this  was  agree- 
able to  the  Aft  of  Settlement,  whereby  it  is  exprefly  pro- 
vided ;  '  That  tliis  Nation  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  enter  into 
'  a  War  for  the  Defence  of  any  Dominions  not  belonging  to 
*  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  : '  *  That  by  Virtue  of  this 
Acl  his  Majefty  held  the  Crown  of  thefe  Realms ;  and  that 
therefore  every  Ciaufe  and  Provifo  thereof  was  to  be  exactly 
obferv'd,  except  in  fo  £ir  as  they  had  been  or  fhould  be  al- 
ter'd  by  Parliament ;  and  that  therefore  the  Houfe  could  not 
well,  by  way  of  Addrefs,  go  any  farther  than  to  fay,  that 
they  would  fupport  liis  Majeily's  Engagements,  in  fo  far  as 
tlicy  related  to  the  Intereft  of  Great-Britain.' 

-''  o'^M'-'T'^r  '^^  ^^'^  ^^  ^^''•^  replied  by  Lord  Hervey,  Sir  Robert  Wal- 

' '"  '     pole,  aiid  thofe  other  Ucmbers,  who  were  for  the  Motion 

as 
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as  at  firft  proposM,    *  That  fuch  an  Expreffion  in  tlieir  Ad- 
drefs  would  feem  to  infinuate,  that  his  Majefty  had  enter'd 
into  Engagements   that   did  not  relate  to   the  Interefts  of 
Great-Britain,  which  would  be  the  greateft  Ingratitude  that 
could  be  imagin'd  towards  his  Majelty,  who  in  all  his  Mea- 
fures  had  never  Ihew'd  the  leall  Regard  to  any  Thing  but 
the  Intereft  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  Eafe  and  Security  of 
the  People  thereof,  as  all  thofe  who  had  the  Honour  to  ferve 
him  could  tettify,    and  upon  their   Honour  declare  :    That 
they  hoped  every  Member  of  that  Houfe   was   convinced, 
that  his  Majeily  never  would  enter    into  any  Engagement 
that  was  not  abfolutely  neceflary  for  procuring  the  Happi- 
nefs  and  infuring  the  Safety  of  his  People,  and  therefore  it 
was  quite  unneceffary  to  confine  the  Words   of  their  Addrefs 
to  fuch  Engagements  as  related  to  the  Intereft   of    Great- 
Britain.'     Upon  this  Occafion,  Mr  Heathcote,  Member  for  MrHeathcdt* 
Hindon,  faid,    '  That  with  Refpeft  to  the  Prerogative,  he 
did  not  think,    that  the  giving  of  Advice  to  his  Majelty 
could  ever  be  call'd  an  interfering  with  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  fince  it  was  the  proper  Bufinefs  of  Parliament,  which 
was  the  King's   great  Council,  to  advife  the  Crown  in  all 
Matters  of  Importance  j  and  it  was  what  many  Parliaments 
had  done,  and  what  they  were  always  obliged  to  do  :    That 
the  adling  againft  the  Emperor,  in    Flanders  or  upon    the 
Rhine,   was  abfolutely  deftruftive  to  the  Intereit  of  England, 
and  inconfiftent  with  that  Political  Maxim  of  maintairing  a 
Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,  as  had  been  acknowledg'd  by 
all  the  Gentlemen  who  had  fpoke  in  the  Debate  ;  therefore 
he  thought  he  had  good  Reafon   to  believe,  that  no  Minilter 
would  dare  to  advife   his  Majefty  to  concur  in  fuch  a  Mea- 
fure  ;  for  which  Reafon  there  was  no  need  of  advifing  his 
Majefty  againft  a  Meafure,  which  it  could  not  be  fuppoled  he 
would  take :    That  in  order  to   procure  the  long  vvifh'd-for 
Peace,  it  was  neceifary  to  convince  the   World,  that  they 
would  join  heartily  v/ith  his  Majelty  in  all  proper  Meafures 
for  that  End,  which  they  could  not  more  effeftually  do,  than 
by  (hewing  an  Unanimity  in  their  Refolvcs  at  the  Beginning 
of  the  Seffion  of  Parliament :  That  fuch  ^n  Unanimity  would 
certainly  have  its  Weight  Abroad,  it  would  encourage  our  Al- 
lies, it  would  terrify  our  Enemies,  and  make  both  attentive 
to  fuch  Propofals  as   his  Majefty  Ihould  think  proper  to  make 
to  them  ;  and  it  would   teltify  to   the  World  their  Zeal  for 
the  Support  of  the  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment :  That  for 
his  Part,  he  look'd  upon  all   AddrelTes   to   be  in  their  own 
Nature  general,  and  that  no  Words  which  could  be  put  into 
an  Addrefs  could  any  Ways  influence  the  future  Rtiolutions 
of  Parliament  :    He  look'd  upon  them  only   as  Words   of 
Courfe,  and  no  more  Obligatory  than  the  penal  Words  of  a 
K  a  Ilotidj, 
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Anno  4.  Geo.  11.  Bond,  which  cvcry  one  knows  obliges  the  Debtor  to  the  Pay- 
^  1730-31-^^^^  ment  of  nothing  more  than  the  principal  Sum  borrow'd^ 
with  Intereft  and  Cofts  of  Suit :  That  the  declaring  in  the 
AddrefSj  that  they  would  fupport  the  Kmg's  Engagements, 
neceffarily  implies  that  fuch  Engagements  do  relate  to  the 
Intereft  of  England;  and  if  afterwards  it  fhould  appear, 
that  any  one  of"  them  did  noc,  he  would  not  at  all  think 
himfelf  obliged  by  the  general  Words  of  the  Addrefs  to  ap- 
prove of,  or  fupport  any  fuch  Engagement :  That  he  be- 
liev'd  he  fhould  vote  for  an  Addrefs  in  the  Terms  as  at  firft 
propofed,  but  that  his  Voting  in  that  way  might  not  be  con- 
ilrued  {o  as  to  anticipate  his  Aflent  to  any  Thing  thereafter 
propofed,  he  thought  it  proper  to  declare.  That  by  fupport- 
ing  his  Majelly's  Engagements,  he  neither  meant  to  agree  to 
the  continuing  of  the  Heffians  in  the  Pay  of  Great-Britain  ; 
nor  to  approve  of  fubmitting  tamely  to  the  Depredations  of 
the  Spaniards,  nor  of  allowing  them  to  blockade  Gibraltar  ; 
nor  did  he  approve  of  fubmitting  paihvely  to  the  Incroach- 
inents  of  the  French  in  the  Well-Indies ;  or  to  the  Open- 
ing the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  ;  nor  would  he  from 
thence  think  himfelf  obliged  to  approve  of  any  Meafure, 
which  he  flioald  not  at  the  Time  of  propoiing  think  expe- 
dient, and  confiftent  with  the  real  and  true  Intereft  of  Great- 
Britain  :  That  by  affuring  his  Majefty,  that  the  Houfe  would 
fupport  his  Engagements,  he  meant  to  fupport  no  other  En- 
gagements, than  fuch  as  the  Houfe  fnould  judge  to  be  for 
the  Advantage  of  the  Nation  :  That  for  his  Part,  he  was  very 
fure  that  Lis  Vlajefty  would  enter  into  none  but  iuch  as  were 
fo  ;  and  if  it  fiiould  appear  that  any  other  Sort  of  Engage- 
ment had  been  enter'd  inlo,  he  would  take  it  to  be  an  En- 
gagement of  the  Minifter's,  and  not  an  Engagement  of  the 
King's ;  ;,!id  confequently  that  the  Words  of  the  Addrefs 
did  not  oblige  tiie  Houfe,  or  any  Member  of  the  Eloufe, 
to  fupport  the  fanie  in  any  Manner  of  Way.  For  thefe 
Reafons,  he  was  of  Opinion,  That  the  Addrefs  ought  to  be  in 
air  J.  Jekyil,  the  Terms  firft  propofed.'  Sir  Jofeph  Jckyll  and  feveral  other 
Members  declaring  that  they  underftood  Addrefies  in  the 
fame  Manner,  the  Qucftion  was  put,  and  it  pafted  without 
a  Div'iilon,  to  a.larefs  his  Majefty  in  the  Terms  firft  propofed 
without  any  Amendment. 
An  Ad  irefs  re-  Hereupon   a  Committee  was  appointed   to   draw  up   an 

feitcJ.""' ^'"^ '^^^'^'  Addre^'s  according]/,  and  the  fame  being  drawn  up,  and  re- 
ported :.eyc  Day  to  the  Houfe,  was  agreed  to,  and  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty  by  the  whole  Houfe  as  follows  : 

Moil  gracious  Sovereign, 
Tbc  A  Mrsfl-.         '  T  T  7E  your  M.^jefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjefts,  the 
*    yy    Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aft'em- 

bled, 
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bled,  beg  Leave  to  return  our  fincere  TJianks  for  your  Ma-  Anno  4.  Oeo.  % 
jefty's  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

*  We  cannot  but  in  Gratitude  acknowledge  your  Majefty's 
Goodnefs,  in  endeavouring  to  have  the  Conditions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Seville  fulfilled  and  executed  in  iuch  Manner  as 
might  belt  fecure  a  general  Pacification,  and  be  conformaible 
to  your  Engagements  with  your  Allies. 

*  And  out  of  a  juft  Senfe  of  the  Bleflings  we  enjoy,  we 
think  it  our  Duty  to  declare  our  entire  Confidence  in  your 
Royal  Care  and  Concern  for  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of 
your  People,  and  our  perfeft  Reliance  upon  your  Majefty's 
Wifdom  and  Juftice,  in  doing  every  Thing  that  fhall  de- 
pend upon  you  to  procure  tlie  Satisfadlion  due  to  your  Al- 
lies, by  fuch  Means  as  Ihrll  be  the  moft  defirable  ;  or,  if  they 
prove  inefFeftual,  by  fuch  as  fliall  be  abfolucely  neceifary. 

*  We  are  firmly  refolved  to  continue  our  utmoft  Zeal  and 
Vigour  in  Support  of  your  Majelly  and  your  Engagements  5 
efteeming  this  the  leaft  Fart  of  our  Duty,  when  we  con- 
fider,  that  thofe  Engagements  pre  the  EiFeft  of  your  Vigi- 
lance for  the  Welfare  of  yOur  Subjedts. 

*  We  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  give  all  pofiible 
Difpatch  to  the  Publick  Bufinefs  as  it  fhall  from  Tim.e  to 
Time  be  brought  before  us :  That  as  your  People  feel  the 
Happinefs  of  your  Reign,  fo  your  Majefty  may  feel  the 
Eafe  of  it.  And  from  a  dutiful  Regard  to  your  Honour 
and  Dignity,  and  a  juft  Concern  for  the  true  Intereft  of  our 
Country,  which  we  fhall  always  look  upon  as  indifpenfible 
and  inieparable  Obligations,  we  have  the  greateft  Satis- 
faftion  in  afTuring  your  Majefty,  that  we  will,  with  all 
Chearialnefs,  grant  fuch  Supplies  as  fhall  be  necellkry  for 
the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year ;  and  efFcttuaHy  enable  your 
Majefty  to  make  good  your  Engagements  with  ycur  Allies. 

*  Your  Majefty's  Goodnefs  to  your  People  is  very  appa- 
rent in  your  avoiding  to  bring  any  unneceffary  Burthens 
upon  them  :  And  it  is  the  leaft  Return  we  can  make  for  it, 
to  affure  your  Majefty,  '1  hat  in  cale  the  Circumftances  of 
Publick  Affairs  fhall  oblige  you  to  ask  the  farther  Advice 
and  Affiftance  of  your  faithful  Commons,  we  will,  upon 
every  Occafion,  dilcharge  our  Duty  to  your  Majefty  and 
thofe  we  reprefent,  witii  that  Chearfulnefs  and  Afteftion 
which  become  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  tender  and 
jealous  for  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  careful  and  felicitous 
for  the  Glory  and  Prosperity  of  the  Kingdom. 


I 


To  this  his  Majefty  return'd  the  following  Anfvver. 

Gentlemen, 

Return   you   my  heartv  Thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  The  kuij-sa 
loyal  Addrefs.     The  Zeal  and  Aifcdion  you  exprefs  '''''  "^''^■-"' 

"  for 
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Anno  4.  Geo.  11.  "  for  mC,  and  the  Affurances  you  have  given  me  of  enabling 
^  '7?o-?_'-  ^  ti  jjjg  tQ  make  good  my  Engagements  with  my  Allies,  will, 
*'  I  am  perfuaded,  have  a  very  good  EfFed  at  this  critical  and 
**  important  Conjunflure. 

February  i .  The  Houfe  order'd,  *  That  Leave  be  given  to 

A  Bm  brought  in  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for  making  more  efFeftual  the  Laws  in  Being 

?rom  "suun^L""'  for  difabling  Perfons,  from  being  chofen  Members  of,  or  fit- 

the  Houfe  ofCom-  (jj^g  qj.  voting   in   the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  any 

Penlion  during  Pleafure,  or  for  any  Number  of  Years,  or  any 

Office  held  in  Truft  for  them. 

Felf.  2.  In  purfuance  of  the  above  Order  a  Bill  was  accord- 
ingly brought  in,  which  was  read  the  firft  Time,  and  order'd 
to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Feh.  3.  The  Houfe,  in  a  Grand  Committee  on  the  Supply, 
confider'd  of  the  ElUmate  of  the  Charge  of  the  Heffian  Troops  5 
^^he  contSS'n  "P°"  which  there  enfued  a  warm  Debate.  The  Country- Party 
11,000  Heffian  were  againfl:  continuing  thofe  Troops  in  our  Pay,  becaufe 
^rces  m  n  ^^^^  apprehended  that  they  could  not  be  of  any  Service  to  Great 
Britain,  for  as  we  were  furrounded  by  the  Sea,  our  Fleet  was 
our  only  real  and  proper  Security  ;  and  therefore  we  had  no 
Ufe  for  the  maintaining  of  Standing  Armies  either  at  Home 
or  Abroad,  more  particularly  at  a  Time  of  perfect  Tran- 
quility :  They  alledg'd,  *  That  if  the  Apprehenfion  of  a  Wai* 
being  fpeedily  to  break  out  Ihould  be  made  an  Argument  for 
keeping  Foreign  Troops  in  our  Pay,  we  could  never  be  with- 
out them  i  for  Europe  never  was,  nor  ever  could  be  in  fuch 
Circumftances,  as  that  it  could  be  faid,  there  was  no  Reafon 
for  having  any  Apprehenfion  of  a  War  :  That  many  Wars 
might  happen  upon  the  Continent  with  which  we  had  no- 
thing to  do  ;  and  if  we  fhould  at  any  Time  have  the  Misfortune 
of  being  involved  in  any  War,  it  was  then  time  enough  to 
take  Foreign  Troops  into  our  Pay,  but  'till  then  there  was  no 
Neceffity  for  it,  for  we  fhould  always  find  Troops  enough  in 
Europe  to  hire,  whenever  we  had  Occafion  for  them  :  That 
therefore  the  keeping  of  fuch  Troops  in  Pay  at  prefent,  when 
we  had  no  Occafion  for  them,  was  a  Wafting  of  the  publick 
Money,  which  every  Man,  who  has  any  Regard  to  the  Inte- 
reft  and  Welfare  of  his  Native  Country,  ought  to  prevent  as 
far  as  lies  in  his  Power.'  To  this  it  was  anfwer'd  by  the 
Courtiers,  *  That  tho'  we  were  disjoin'd  by  the  Sea  from  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  yet  as  long  as  we  had  any  Trade  or 
Communication  with  any  of  the  Countries  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, we  could  not  hc-lp  being  involv'd  in  fome  of  their 
Quarrels,  as  well  as  having  Quarrels  of  our  own  with  fome 
of  them  :  That  by  Means  of  our  Influence  upon  the  Affairs 
of  the  Continent  we  had  got  a  great  many  Advantages  in 
'J'r^de,  and  in  oidcr  to  maintain  thofe  Advanges  we  had  got, 

vve 
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we  were  obliged  from  Time  to  Time  to  interfere  in  the  Quar-  Anno  4-  ce*.  lU 
rels  among  Foreign  Princes :  TJiat  fome  of  the  Countries  of  ^ ,'— ^-'  J 
Europe  had  fo  little  Communication  with  the  Sea,  that  they 
were  entirely  out  of  the  Reach  of  our  Fleet,  and  therefore, 
in  cafe  they  laid  the  Trade  of  our  Subjeds  in  their  Domini- 
ons under  any  Hardfhips  or  Inconveniencies,  or  ofFer'd  us 
any  other  Injury  or  Indignity,  we  had  no  other  way  of  Righting 
or  Revenging  ourfelves,  but  by  getting  fome  of  their  powerful 
Neighbours  and  Rivals  upon  the  Continent  to  engage  in  our 
Quarrel,  which  we  could  never  procure  without  engaging  in 
fome  of  theirs  :  That  this  Confideration  firft  brought  on  the 
Treaty  of  Hanover,  and  obliged  us  to  take  the  Heffian  Troops 
into  our  Pay  :  That  fuch  Meafures  prevented  the  fatal  EfFedls 
of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  between  the  Emperor  and  Spain, 
and  at  laft  brought  about  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  by  which 
Spain  was  effeftually  difunited  from  the  Emperor  ;  but  that 
in  order  to  do  this,  we  were  obliged  to  enter  into  fome  new 
Engagements  with  Spain,  by  which  we  had  bound  ourfelves 
to  fee  6000  Spanifh  Troops  introduc'o  into  Italy,  to  fecure 
the  eventual  Succeffion  of  the  Infante  Don  Carlos  to  the 
Dutchies  of  Tufcany,  Parma  and  Placentia :  That  the  Em- 
peror not  only  refufed  to  confent  amicably  to  the  Introdudlion 
of  thofe  Spanifh  Troops,  but  had  fiU'd  Italy  with  his  Troops, 
in  order  to  repel  the  Spaniards  by  Force,  in  cafe  we  and  our 
Allies  ofFer'd  to  introduce  them  without  his  Confent :  That 
we  had  already  feen  the  good  EfFefts  of  having  thofe  Heflian 
Troops  in  our  Pay ;  and  the  Continuance  of  them  might  pro- 
bably have  fuch  an  Influence  upon  the  Emperor,  as  at  lall:  to 
induce  him  to  agree  to  reafonable  Terms ;  whereas,  if  we 
ihould  now  difmifs  them,  it  would  free  the  Emperor  from  all 
Fears  of  being  attack'd  upon  that  Side  :  That  thereupon  he 
would  become  more  obftinate,  and  his  Obftinacy  would  certain- 
ly involve  Europe  in  a  general  War,  which  would  coll  us  a 
great  many  Millions  ;  fo  that  they  could  not  but  look  upon 
difmiffing  the  Heffian  Troops,  at  this  Time,  as  a  very  unrea- 
fonable  and  foolifh  Piece  of  Thrift,  becaufe  we  thereby  run 
the  great  Risk  of  lofing  Millions,  for  the  Sake  of  faving  a 
Year's  Subfidy  to  thofe  Troops.'  Then  theQueftion  being  put, 
it  was  refolv'd.  That  241,259!.  is.  3d.  be  granted  to  his 
Majcfly,  for  defraying  the  Expence  of  i  2,000  Hcffians  taken 
into  his  Majefly's  Pay,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1 73 1 . 

Feb.  6.  A  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and  other  Traders  A  Petition  from 
of  the  City  of  Briilol,  trading  to  his  Majefly's  Colonies  in  Mcrufan^JuHding 
America,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  complaining  of  the  '■"  Anicrica,  com- 

T  •  r      1      •      r-t        1  ,         r   ■  1    /->    1        •  1     Plaini,:g    of    the 

great  Interruptions  or  tiieir  i  rade  to  the  faid  Coiomes,  and  spaniih  ocprcda- 
the   Depredations   of  the    Spaniards  for  feveral  Years  paft  ;  ^^""^' 
who,     notwithilanding    the     Refolutions    of     that   Houfe, 
ISee  P^ge /\^.]  and  his  Majeft}''s  Endeavours  to  obtain  for 

his 


Anne  4.  Geo,  I(. 
i7?o-;i. 


Which  is  rererr'd 
to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Huule. 

Debate  concerning 
the  Subfidy  to  the 
D.  of  Woifen- 
taiKel. 


Petitions  aeainit 
the  Proceedings 
at  I>HW  being  in 
I/tttinj 
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his  Subjefls  jull  and  reafonable  Satisfaction,  ftill  continued 
their  Depredations,  and  had  lately  taken  and  plunder'd  feve- 
ral  Siiips  and  Veffels  belonging  to  Briftol  and  other  Britifti 
Ports,  and  had  treated  fuch  as  had  fallen  into  their  Hands 
in  a  very  barbarous  and  cruel  Manner,  and  therefore  praying 
the  Coniideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  fuch  timely  and  adequate 
Remedy  as  to  the  Houfe  (hould  feem  fit. 

This  Petition  was  refcrr'd  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe. 

Feb.  10.  The  Houfe  refolv'd  itfelf  again  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  the  Supply- 
granted  to  his  Majelly,  when  a  Debate  arofe  about  the  Subfi- 
dy payable  to  the  Duke  of  Wolfenbuttel.  The  Countvy-"  arty 
infilled  that  all  thofe  Subfidies  were  of  no  Service  to 
Great  Britain  ;  and  that  they  were  paid  only  for  the  fake 
of  protefting  his  Majefly"s  Foreign  Dominions,  which  was 
contrary  to  the  following  Claufe  in  the  Aft  of  Setdement ; 
viz.  *  That  in  cafe  the  Crown  fhall  come  to  any  Perfon  not 

*  a  Native  of  England,  this  Nation  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  a 

*  War  in  Defence  of  Dominions  not  belonging  to  this  Crown.' 
To  this  the  Courtiers  anfwer'd,  '  That  ali  the  Quarrel  we 
had  with  the  Emperor  was  upon  account  of  the  Intereft 
and  Trade  of  England,  and  not  at  all  on  account  of  any  of  his 
Majefty's  Foreign  Dominions ;  fo  that  if  they  fhould  be  in- 
volv'd  in  a  War,  it  would  be  fo  far  from  involving  Great 
Britain  in  any  War  upon  account  of  them,  that  the  Cafe 
would  be  diredly  the  contrary  ;  they  v/ould  be  involved  in 
a  War  for  Defi;nce  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  G  reat- 
Britain  :  That  fmce  we  had  a  Quarrel  with  the  Emperor, 
who  was  a  very  powerful  Prince  upon  the  Continent,  we  had 
no  Way  of  Revenging  this  Quarrel,  but  by  engaging  as  many- 
Princes  upon  the  Continent  as  we  could  on  our  Side  ;  and  that 
therefore  it  was  neceffary  to  continue  thofe  Subfidies  'till  we 
could  bring  the  Emperor  to  our  Terms.*  Then  the  Queilion 
being  put,  the  Committee  likewife  agreed  to  the  continuing 
of  this  Subfidy,  and  refolv'd,  that  the  Sum  of  25,000  ].  be 
granted  to  his  Majcfly,  for  one  Year's  Subfidy  to  the  Duke 
of  Brunfvvick  Lunenburgh  Wolfrnbuttel. 

Feb.  1 1 .  Two  Petitions  were  prcicnted  to  the  Houfe, 
from  the  Quarter-SefTions  of  the  Peace  held  for  the  Eaft  and 
North  Ridings  of  Yorkfhire,  complaining,  *  That  the  oblig- 
ing Grand-Jury-Men,  at  tlie  Seffions  of  the  Peace,  to  make 
their  Prefcntments  in  a  Language,  which  few  of  them  un- 
derftood  ;  and  the  fufrering  in  any  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Courts  of  Juftice,  or  in  any  of  the  Tranfadlions  of  the  Law, 
whereby  the  Perfon  or  Property  of  the  Subjed  may  be  aifeft- 
ed,  the  L'fe  of  a  Language  not  intelligible  and  of  a  Cha- 


nicter  not  legible,  but  by  the  Learned  in  the 


Law,  were 
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great  Occafions  of  the  Delay  of  Juftice,  and  gave  Room  to 
mofl  dangerous  Frauds :  That  Special  Pleadings,  by  their  In- 
tricacy and  Dilatorinefs,  render'd  the  Profecution  of  the 
Rights  of  the  Subjedl  difficult  and  expenlive :  That  the 
Recovery  of  fmall  Debts,  as  the  Law  then  flood,  was  im- 
prafticable,  and  the  Number  of  Attornies  exceffive ;  and 
praying  the  Houfe  to  take  thefe  Grievances  into  Confidera- 
tion,  and  to  give  fuch  Remedy  as  to  the  Houfe  Ihall  feem 
meet.'  Thefe  Petitions  were  order'd  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Feb.  1 7.  The  Penfion-Bill  was  read  the  third  Time  and 
pafs'd  ;  and  Mr  Sandys  was  order'd  to  carry  it  to  the  Lords 
and  defire  their  Concurrence :  But  their  Lordfhips  rejefted 
it  on  the  fecond  Reading. 

Teb.  23.  A  Petition  of  feveral  Merchants,  Planters  and 
others,  trading  to  and  interefted  in  his  Majefty's  Sugar  Colo- 
nies in  America,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  in  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  many  others,  complaining.  That  divers  of  his 
Majefty's  Subjedls,  refiding  within  his  Dominions  in  America, 
and  elfewhere,  had  of  late  Years  carried  on  a  Trade  to  the 
Foreign  Sugar-Colonies  in  America,  from  whence  they  were 
fupplied  with  Sugar,  Rum,  Mololles,  and  their  other  Pro- 
d  unions,  inftead  of  thefe  from  our  own  Colonies,  as  well  as 
with  Foreign  European  Goods  and  Manufactures,  contrary 
to  the  Intention  of  the  Laws  in  Being,  and  the  Treaty  made 
with  France  in  1 686  ;  and  as  that  new  Method  of  Trade 
encreafed  and  enriched  the  Colonies  of  other  Nations,  fo  it 
was  injurious  to  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom,  and  greatly 
impoverifhed  the  Britilh  Sugar-Colonies;  and  therefore  the 
Petitioners  prayed  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  fuch 
Relief  as  the  Houfe  fhould  think  fit.  This  Pstition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee. 

Feb.  25.  A  Petition  of  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool,  and 
alfo  of  the  Merchants  trading  from  that  Port  to  his  Maje- 
fty's Colonies  in  the  Weft-Indies,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read  ;  complaining  of  their  Sufferings  by  the  continued 
Depredations  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  treated  fuch  as  had 
fallen  into  their  Hands  in  a  very  barbarous  and  cruel  Man- 
ner, and  praying  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  fuch 
Redrefs  as  the  Houfe  fhould  think  fit :  This  Petition  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

March  3.  The  Penfion-Bill  having  been,  on  the  Day  be- 
fore, rejedted  by  the  Lords  on  the  fecond  Reading  thereof, 
a  Motion  was  made  by  Mr  Sandys,  That  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  liad 
diredtly  or  indireftly  ^ny  Penfions  during  Pleafure,  or  for 
any  Number  of  Years,  or  any  Offices  from  the  Crov.  n  holdcn 
in  Trull  for  them,   in  part  or  in  the  wLole.      Tlio'   the 
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Peniion-BIII  had  met  with  no  OppoHtion  in  tKc  Houfe  of 
Commons,  yet  this  Motion  was  vigoroufly  opposM  by  the 
Courtiers  ;  and  the  Queftion  being  put  on  Mr  Sandys's  Mov 
tion,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  206  agair.lt  143. 

March  4.  A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Quellion  put^ 
That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  To  pre'vent  the  Travf-w 
tion  of  Bijkops  ;  which  occafion'd  a  Debate.  In  Support  of 
the  Motion  it  was  urg'd,  *  That  fuch  a  Bill  was  neceffary  to 
prevent  a  too  great  Dependencecf  that  Part  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  upon  the  Crown.'  To  this  the  Courtiers  anfwer'd, 
*  That  fuch  a  Law  would  be  a  great  Incroachment  u:.on  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  an  Injury  to  the  Rigi.ts  of 
the  Clergy. '  Then  the  Queftion  being  put  on  the  Motion, 
it  paffed  in  the  Negative.  This  Motion  was  generally  fup- 
pos'd  to  be  owing  to  a  remarkable  Speech  having  been  made, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  againit  the  Penfion-Bill,  by  Dr  S— — 

Bifliop  of  B r,  the  Day  before,    and  to  the  Unanimity 

which  appeared  in  the  reverend  Bench  in  their  Oppofition 
to  that  Bill. 

The  fame  Day  Sir  George  Saville,  Bart.  Member  for 
Yorklhire,  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  a  Bill  to  enaft,  Tliat  all 
Proceedings  in  Courts  of  Juftice  ftiould  be  in  Englifti,  which 
vas  read  the  firft  Time,  and  order'd  to  be  read  a  fecond 
Time,  and  likewife  to  be  printed. 

While  this  Bill  was  depending  in  the  Houfe,  great  Oppo- 
fition was  made  to  it,  and  the  principcd  Arguments  infilled 
on  were,  '  That  if  the  Language  and  Writing  of  the  Law 
fhould  be  alter 'd,  and  made  accojding  to  the  modern  Way 
of  Speaking  and  Writing,  no  one  would  ever  be  at  the 
pains  to  ftudy  that  ancient  Language  and  Writing,  which 
moft  of  our  old  valuable  Records  are  wrote  in,  fo  that  the 
Ufe  of  them  would  in  a  few  Years  be  entirely  loft  :  That 
the  Method  of  diftributing  Juftice  was  now  eftablifhed  ac- 
cording  to  a  moft  concife  and  regular  Form,  which  muft 
be  entirely  alter'd,  if  the  Language  and  Methods  of  Pleading 
fliould  be  chang'd  :  That  this  would  necefTarily  produce  fuch 
a  Confufion,  that  it  would  coft  many  Years  painful  and 
troublefome  Application,  before  tlie  new  Forms  could  be 
fettled  in  a  certain  and  regular  Courfe  of  Proceedings ;  fo 
that  the  ma!;ir.g  of  thofe  Alterations  v/ould  occafion  greater 
Delay  of  Juftice  ;  give  more  Room  to  dangerous  Frauds  | 
render  the  Profecution  of  the  Rights  of  the  Si.bjc6t  more 
difficult  and  expenfive  ;  the  Recovery  of  fmall  Debts  more 
impradicable  ;  and  the  Number  of  Attoriiies  more  excefiive 
than  heretofore.'  Fo  tlicfc  Objections  it  was  anfvver'd  by  the 
Advocates  for  the  Bill,  '  1'hat  tho'  both  the  Language  and 
Writing  of  the  Law  fnould  be  alter'd,  there  would  be  no  Dan- 
ger of  Icfmg  the  \1{q  of  our  anqicnt;  Records ;  becaufe,  as  long 

as 
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lis  we  have  any  fuch,  there  always  will  be  fome  Men,  who  either 
out  of  Curiofity,  or  for  the  fake  of  Gain,  will  make  it  their 
Bufmefs  to  underftand  both  the  Language  and  Character  in 
which  they  are  wrote,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  we  find  among 
us  now  feveral  Gentlemen,  who  make  it  their  Bulinefs  to  learn 
to  underftand  the  Language  and  Charafter  of  Manufcripts, 
much  ancienter  than  any  of  our  Records  :  That  a  very  few 
of  fuch  Law-Antiquarians  will  fuffice,  confidering  the  little 
Occafion  we  have  in  any  Law  Proceedings  to  have  Recourfe 
to  any  very  ancient  Records  ;  and  that  when  they  are  made 
life  of,  they  often  do  more  Harm  than  Good  ;  it  being  ne- 
ceflary  for  every  Nation  to  have  private  Property  determined 
and  afcertained  by  a  continued  PolTeffion  for  a  moderate 
Term  of  Years.'  And  as  to  the  Set-Forms  of  the  Law,  it 
was  alledg'd,  *  That  we  had  already  too  many  of  them,  and 
that  they  were  of  Opinion  that  notnii.g  lo  much  perplex'd 
and  retarded  the  Proceedings  of  the  Courts  of  Jultice,  as  a 
too  nice  Obfervance  of  the  ellabliih'd  Forms :  That  fuch 
Forms  are  generally  brought,  for  the  iake  of  new  Fees,  to 
fuch  a  Bulk  by  the  Lawyers  of  all  Countries,  that  every 
Country  have  found  it  neceflary  from  Time  to  Time  to  cur- 
tail and  abridge  them  :  That  Juftice  was  generally  the 
moft  fpeedily,  and  the  moft  impartially,  diftributed  in  thofe 
Placts  where  the  feweft  Forms  were  obferv'd :  That  there- 
fore they  thought  the  Deftruftion  of  our  Law-Forms  was  a 
good  Argument  for  the  Bill,  inllead  of  being  one  againft 
it ;  becaufe  it  would  take  up  a  confiderable  Time,  before 
the  Lawyers  could  again  perplex  the  Courfe  of  Jullicc,  with 
a  Number  of  ufelefs  Forms  and  Ceremonies.' 

This  Bill  afterwards  pafs'd  both  Houfes,  and  obtain'd  tlie  An j  paffe^  into  a 
Royal  AlTent,  notwithftanding  the  Oppofition  of  the  whole 
Body  of  the  Lawyers. 

March  5.  The  Houfe,  in  a  Grand  Committee,   confider'd  The  Commons,  in 
of  the  Petitions  of  the  Merchants  of  Briftol  and  Liverpool,  tet^  comider  of " 
relating  to  the  Depredations  of  the  Spaniards:  And  after  thcBniloUrd 
hearing  Council  for  the  Petitioners,  and  examinino;  feveral  Lh-erpoo!  Mor- 

«->•  1/-^  rni-  1  1  r  chants  iciatiiijita 

Captanis  and  Owners  or   Ships,  who  gave  an  Account  of  a  thcSpnnimD*- 
very  great  Number  of  Britiili  Ships,  taken  or  plundered  by  ^"^ 
the  Spaniards,  without  any  jull:  Pretence  of  their  having  been 
carrying  on   any  contraband  Trade  with  any  of  the  Spa- 
jiiih   D  minions,    came  to    the  following  Refolutions,    viz. 
I.  That   the    Petitioners  had  fully  proved  and    made  good 
the  Allegations  of  their  Petition.     IL  That  an  humble  Ad-  AndrcfciretoaJ 
drefs   be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  woi'ld  be  graci-  onlhar ar'!!'^'' 
CJlly  pleafed  to  continue  his  Endeavours  to  prcvx'Ut  the  De- 
prcdacions  of  the  Spaniards   for  the  future  ;   to  proci  re  full 
Satisf.ftion  for  the  Damages  then  fuitain  d ;  and  to  lecure  to 
tiie  Britifh  Subjects  the  full  and  uninterrupted  Exeicife  of 
L  z  tlieir 
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their  Trade  and  Navigation  to  and  from  the  Britlfli  Colonies 
in  America.  Thefe  Refolutions  being  reported  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 

Then  a  Motion  was  made  for  the  following  Amendment 
to  the  above  Addrefs,  viz.  j^nd  to  procure  a  full,  prompt 
and  fpeedy  Satisfadion  ;  on  which  there  was  a  long  Debate. 
Thofe  who  were  for  the  Motion  infifted,  '  That  it  was 
the  Bufmefs  of  Parliament  to  proteft,  or  take  Care  that  the 
Subjedls  fliould  be  protected  from  all  Injuries  and  Wrongs 
both  at  Home  and  Abroad  ;  and  that  the  Cafe  before  theni' 
was  an  Injury  of  fo  high  a  Nature,  that  it  required  not  only 
a  full,  but  a  prompt  and  fpeedy,  Redrefs.  The  Courtiers 
hereupon  endeavoured  to  fhew,  '  That  the  Adding  thofe 
Words  would  look  as  if  the  Houfe  had  a  Diffidence  in  his 
Majefty's  Conduft  and  Concern  for  the  Good  of  his  Sub- 
jefts :  At  laft  the  Queftion  being  put  it  was  carried  againll 
Adding  thofe  Words,  by  207  againft  135. 

March  zz.  Upon  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  to  whom 
the  Petition  of  the  Merchants  trading  to,  and  interefted  in, 
his  Majefty's  Sugar-Colonies  in  America  had  been  referred, 
a  Bill  was  order'd  to  be  brought  in  for  better  fecuring  and 
encouraging  the  Trade  of  thofe  Colonies. 

March  26.  The  faid  Bill  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by 
Sir  John  Rufhout,  Bart.  Member  for  Evefham,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

April  2.  A  Petition  of  Francis  Wilks,  Agent  for  Mafla- 
chulet's-Bay,  and  for  Connefticut  in  New-England,  againft 
the  faid  Bill,  was  prefented  and  read,  and  referred  to  the 
above  Committee. 

April  1 4.  The  Sugar-Colony  Bill  was  read  the  third  Time 
and  pafs'd  :  But  was  afterwards  dropt  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

April  30.  A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  put. 
That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  defue  his  Ma- 
jefty.  That  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  for  the  Eafe  of  his 
Subjedls  of  this  Kingdom,  to  give  Orders  for  difcharging  the 
12,000  Men  of  the  Troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe- 
Caffel,  then  in  the  Pay  of  his  Majefty  as  King  of  Great 
Britain  :  But  after  fome  Debate,  it  pafled  in  the  Negative. 

May  5.  It  was  refolv'd,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
fented to  his  Majefty,  Tiiat  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
give  Diredions  to  the  Commiilioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tion?, to  prepare  a  Reprefentation  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe,  in  the  next  Seflion  of  Parliament,  cf  the  State  of  his 
Majefty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  with  reipedl 
to  any  Laws  made.  Manufactures  fet  up,  and  Trade  carried 
on  tliere,  which  may  aftccl  the  Trade,  Navigation  and  Ma- 
nufad^ures  of  this  Kingdom. 

Thert 
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Then  a  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Qucftion  put.  That  Anno  4.  Geo.  w 
an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  That  he  \_^-^^~    j 
will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  fuch  Orders  and  Inftruc-  Motion  f...  a  far- 
tions  to  the  feveral  Governors  of  his  Colonies  and  Plantations  ',i^^ub!^°* 
in  America,  as  his  Majefty  fhall  think  moft  proper,  to  pre- 
vent the  fetting  up,  or   to  difcourage  the  Improvement  in, 
any  of  the  faid  Colonies,  of  Woolen,    Linnen,  Iron,  and 
other  Manufactures,  which  may  interfere  with,  and  be  pre- 
judicial to  the  Manufadlures  of  this  Kingdom  :   But  it  pafs'd 
in  the  Negative. 

May  6.  The  above  Addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  King ;  The  King's  av 
-to  which  his  Majefty  retum'd  for  Anfwer,  "  That  he  would  Addrefs.  "  *'""* 
*•  give  Direftions  accordingly." 

May  7.  A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  put,  That  5Je&Teia°^if"to''* 
an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  That  he  the  Exports  aiid 
will  be  pleafed  to  give  Orders,  that  the  proper  Officers  do  A^muR  Coi*. 
prepare  an  Account  to  be  laid  before  that  Houfe,  in  the  "'"* 
next  Seffion  of  Parliament,  of  the  Value  of  the  Exports  and 
Imports  between  this  Kingdom  and  his  Majefty's  Plantations 
in  America,  and  all  foreign  Countries,  from  Chriftmas  1720 
to  Chriftraas  1730,  diftinguiftiing  each  Year,  in  each  Plan- 
tation or  foreign  Country  t  But  the  Queftion  being  put,  it 
paffed  in  the  Negative. 

The  fame  Day  the  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
the  Commons  being  come  thither,  his  Majefty  made  the  fol- 
lowing Speech : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  J  T  is  a  great  Pleafure  to  me,  that,  at  the  Qofe  of  this  J^'f^^gSdfa 
"  X.  Seflion  of  Parliament,  I  am  able  to  acquaint  you,  that  ii»FwftiiSeffi«a. 
•'  the  Hopes  I  had  conceived  and  given  you,  of  feeing  very 
**  fuddenly  a  happy  Period  put  to  the  Troubles  and  Dif- 
•'  orders  which  had   been  fo  long  apprehended,  are  now, 
*'  by  the  Treaty  figned  at  Vienna,  anfwer'd  and  accom- 
"  plifh'd. 

*'  A  Projeft  of  a  Convention  betwixt  the  Emperor  and, 
*'  the  Maritime  Powers,  for  accommodating  the  Differences 
**  and  Difputes  that  were  fubfifting,  having  been  formed, 
"  tlie  Treaty  is  concluded  and  figned  by  me  and  the  Em-i 
**  peror  ;  and  is  now  under  the  Confideration  of  the  States 
*'  General,  the  Forms  of  that  Government  not  admitting  a 
"  previous  Concert  in  a  Negotiation  of  this  Nature :  And, 
*'  as  this  Treaty  principally  regards  the  Execution  of  the 
*•  Treaty  of  Seville,  it  is  Ijkewife  communicated  to  theCourtsi 
*'  of  France  and  Spain,  as  Parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Seville  : 
*•  And  I  have  juft  received  Advice,  that  the  Ratifications 
*'  between  me  and  the  Emperor  are  exchang'd. 

^'  The  Conditions  and  Engagements,  v,hicii  I  have  enter'd 

"  into 
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Into  upon  this  Occafion,  are  agreeable  to  that  heceflkiy 
**  Concern,  which  this  Nation  muft  always  have  for  the  Se- 
"  curity  and  Prefervation  of  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe: 
*'  And  as  the  uncertain  and  violent  State  of  Affair^,  to  which 
*'  Europe  was  reduced,  and  the  Mifchiefs  of  an  immediate 
*•  general  War,  which  began  to  be  thought  unavoidable, 
•*  are  now  removed ;  this  happy  Turn  duly  improved,  with 
♦♦  a  juft  Regard  to  our  former  Alliances  which  it  fhall  bo 
*'  my  Care  to  preferve,  gives  us  a  favourable  Profpeft  of 
*'  feeing  the  Publick  Tranquility  re-eftabli(hed. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*'  I  return  you  my  Thanks  for  the  efFtdual  Supplies,  which 
•*  you  have  granted  me  for  the  Service  of  the  prefent  Year, 
*'  and  for  the  proper  Difpofition  you  have  made  of  the  Pub- 
•*  lick  Funds,  towards  lefTening  and  difcharging  the  National 
•'  Debt :  The  remarkable  Difpatch  and  Unanimity  which 
•'  you  have  fhewn,  at  this  critical  Conjunfture,  has  added 
*•  very  much  to  the  Credit  and  Weight  of  your  Proceedings  ; 
*'  and  you  Ihall  find  as  great  a  Readinefs  on  my  part  to  eafe 
*•  the  Burthens  of  my  People,  as  foon  as  the  Circumftances 
**  and  Situation  of  Affairs  will  admit  of  it,  as  you  have 
"  fhewn  to  raife  the  Supplies  neceffary  for  the  Service  of  the 
«  Publick. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
•  *'  I  hope  at  your  Return  into  the  Country,  you  will  find 
"  all  Attempts  to  raife  a  Spirit  of  Difcontent  among  my  Peo- 
*'  pie,  by  unjuft  Clamours  and  Mifreprefentations,  vain  and 
*'  inefFeftual.  All  malicious  Infinuations  to  the  Prejudice  of 
**  my  Meafures  muft  furely  vanifh,  when  it  fhall  appear 
•'  that  my  firft  and  principal  Care  has  been  for  the  Intereft 
**  and  Honour  of  this  Kingdom.  Let  it  be  your  Endeavour 
*'  to  remove  all  groundlefs  Jealoufies  and  Apprehenfions, 
*'  that  the  Satisfaftion  of  this  Nation  may  be  as  general,  as 
*'  it  is  my  eameft  Defire  thnt  their  Happinefs  may  be  ;  let 
**  all  my  People,  let  all  Orders  of  Men  enjoy,  quietly  and 
**  unenvied,  the  Rights,  Privileges,  and  indulgences, 
*'  which  by  Law  they  are  intitled  to ;  let  no  Innovations 
**  difturb  any  Part  of  my  Subjefts  in  the  PofTefTion  of  their 
*'  legal  Property  ;  let  all  tliat  are  zealous  in  the  Support  of 
*'  me  and  my  Government  partake  in  common  the  Benefits 
*'  of  the  prefent  happy  Eftablilhment ;  and  let  your  Good- 
•*  Will  to  one  another  be  as  extenfive  as  my  Protedlion,  which 
"  all  my  gocxl  an.d  faithful  Subjefts  have  an  equal  Right  to, 
"  and  may  equally  depend  upon." 

JoroS''™'^'  Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the  Parliament  to 
the  27th  of  July  :  They  wcr&  afterwards  farther  prorogued 
to  the  13  th  of  January. 
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In  the  Fifth  Session  of  the 

Pfrfi  Tarllament  of  King  George  IL 

ON  the  13th  of  January,  the  Parliament  being  met  Anno  j.  Geo.  n. 
in  purfuance  of  their  laft  Prorogation,  his  Majelly  y^^  — 'i!'  ^ 
made  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
**  ▼  T  is  a  great  Pleafure  to  me,  that  I  am  able  to  acquaint  Kingv  speech  at 
*'  X  y°"»  ^^^'  '^^  Expeftations  which  I  have  from  Time  geffionf 
**  to  Time  given  you,   of  feeing  the  general  Tranquility  of 
•*  Europe  rcftored  and  eftablilhed,  are  now  fully  anfwer'd. 

**  The  Share  of  Credit  and  Influence,  which  the  Crown  of 
*'  Great-Britain  has  had  in  bringing  about  this  difficult  and 
**  defirable  Work,  and  which  redounds  fo  much  to  the  Ho- 
♦'  nour  and  Intereft  of  this  Nation  ;  as  it  is  univerfally  con ' 
*'  fefled  Abroad,  will,  I  am  confident,  be  agreeable  to  my 
*'•  People,  and  acknowledged  with  Gratitude  by  you. 

"  It  is  well  known,  that  from  the  Time  of  concluding 
*'  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  the  feveral  Courts  of  Europe 
•'  have  been  employed  in  finding  Means  to  execute  what 
*'  the  principal  Powers  had  agreed  «.o,  for  the  Succeffion  of 
**  Tufcany  and  Parma,  in  favour  of  an  Infant  of  Spain  ; 
**  but  the  various  jarring  and  contending  Interefls,  hard  to 
**  be  reconciled  and  united  in  effeftuating  a  Point  of  fo  much 
•*  Importance  ;  the  extended  Views  and  Hopes  of  obtaining 
**  on  every  Side  farther  Advantages ;  and  the  natural  Jea- 
**  loufies  and  Diftrufts  arifmg  among  the  feveral  Powers  con- 
**  cerned,  from  fuch  oppofite  Principles  and  Purpofes,  had 
*'  kept  in  Sufpence  and  unexecuted,  what  the  Court  of 
**  Spain  had  very  much  at  Heart ;  and  occafioned  fuch 
**  Troubles  and  Difturbances,  as  embarrafTed  the  Affairs  of 
**  Europe  for  many  Years,  and  particularly  affefted  the  In- 
**  terefls  of  this  Nation. 

*•  You  have  from  Time  to  Time  been  informed  of  the 
**  diiferent  Meafures  and  Negotiations,  that  have  on  all 
**  Sides  been  carrying  on  during  this  long  unfettled  State  of 
*'  Affairs ;  and  you  have  enabled  me  to  perfevere  in  main- 
*'  taining  the  Rights  and  PofTeflions  of  this  Kingdom,  and 
*'  in  preferving  the  Peace  and  Balance  of  Europe. 

"  The  Preliminary  Articles  and  the  fubfequent  Tranfac- 
*'  tions  thereupon  not  anfv/ering  the  Expeftations  of  the 
"  Court  of  Spain,  and  creating  a  Coolncfs  and  DilTatisfadion 
*'  among  the  contrading  Parties  of  the  firil  Treaty  of  Vien- 

*'  na. 
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Annej.  Geo.  n.  "  na,  laid  the  Foundation  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  and 
"  thereby  diffolved  that  Union,  which  had  raifed  fo  raanj 
•*  Apprehenfions,  and  fo  long  alarmed  the  World. 

•'  The  Execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville  was  the  great 
*•  Difficulty  that  ftill  remained  ;  and  this,  unfurmountable 
*'  as  it  was  thought,  I  have  by  your  Support,  and  by  the 
**  Confidence  you  repofed  in  me,  been  able  to  overcome  by 
"  juft  and  honourable  Treaties,  without  coming  to  Extremi- 
**  ties,  and  without  the  Hazard  and  Expence  of  a  general 
**  Rupture,  or  kindling  a  War  in  any  Part  of  Europe. 

**  Parma  and  Placentia  are  now  in  the  aftual  Poffeffion  of 
*•  the  Infant  Don  Carlos  ;  the  fix  thoufand  Spaniards  are 
**  quietly  admitted  and  quartered  in  the  Dutchy  of  Tuscany, 
**  to  fecure,  by  the  exprefs  Confent  and  Agreement  of  the 
*'  Great  Duke,  the  Reverfion  of  his  Dominions;  and  a  Fa- 
*'  mily-Convention  is  made  between  the  Courts  of  Spain  and 
**  Tufcany,  for  preferving  Peace  and  Friendihip  between 
*'  thofe  two  Houfes,  during  the  Life  of  the  Great  Duke. 

*'  For  perfefting  and  finilhing  this  tedious  Work,  con- 
"  duftcd  through  a  Series  of  infinite  Changes  and  Viciffi- 
•*  tudes,  and  incumbered  with  all  the  different  Views  of  In- 
**  tereft  and  Ambition,  I  concluded  the  late  Treaty  of  Vi- 
"  enna;  wherein  I  have  entered  into  no  Engagements  contra- 
*'  ry  to  former  Treaties,  or  tending  either  to  aggrandise  or 
*'  reduce  the  Power  or  Weight  of  any  Potentate,  calculated 
"  purely  for  preferving  a  due  Balance,  and  to  avoid  fuch 
*'  Confulion,  as  new  Changes  and  Conyullions  upon  future 
*'  Events  would  unavoidably  create,  and  wherein  Great- 
*'  Britain  could  never  Hand  by,  and  be  an  idle  Spedlator. 

*'  When  this  fhall  be  duly  confidered,  and  it  fhall  be  feen 
*'  that  the  Wounds  which  have  been  long  bleeding  are  in- 
*•  tirely  healed,  groundlefs  Jealoufies  will  ceafe,  ill  Humours 
*'  will  fubiide,  and  Peace  and  good  Harmony  return  toge- 
*'  ther  ;  all  Difndence  and  Diftrull,  the  natural  Effeft  of  re- 
"  peated  Delays,  artfully  initilled  and  indullrioufly  improv- 
*'  ed  and  aggravated,  will  be  removed  ;  and  mutual  Satisfac- 
**  tion  be  the  Confequence  of  the  punftual  and  effeftual  Per- 
*•'  formance  of  all  Engagements  on  our  Side,  which  will  ever 
"  be  remembered  with  great  Regard  and  Honour  to  this 
"  Crown  and  Nation,  and  leave  an  indifpenfible  Obligation 
*'  upon  thofe  tiiat  are  immediately  concerned,  to  make  fuclx 
"  Returns  as  Honour  and  Juftice  call  for  and  demand. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*'  l"he  Eilimates  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Year  fhall 
*■'  be  prepar"d  and  laid  before  you,  which  you  will  obferve 
"  to  be  confiderably  lefs  than  tiiofe  of  former  Years  :  It  is 
"  a  Plcafure  to  me  to  give  Eafe  to  my  Subjefls,  whenever 
■■'<  the  Welfare  of  th«  i'ubiick  will  admit  of  it.     You  have 

'*  feen 
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*'  feen  the  happy  EiFe£ls  of  your  former  Zeal  and  Refotu- 
**  tion  ;  Succefs  has  attended  my  Meafures,  and  you  reap  the 
*'  Fruit  of  my  Endeavours  and  of  your  Confidence  in  me  ; 
"  and  it  mull  be  a  Satisfaftion  to  you  to  refleft,  that  all  the 
*'  Expences,  which  you  have  lately  made,  are  amply  recom- 
**  penfed  by  preventing  and  avoiding  far  greater^ 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  ' 

**  This  happy  Situation  of  Affairs,  I  pf-omife  myfelf,  will 
"  infpire  you  all  with  fuch  Temper  and  Unanimity,  and  fuch 
**  a  feafonable  Zeal  for  the  Publick  Good,  as  becomes  a 
**  Parliament  fenfible  of  the  great  Bleffings  they  enjoy  :  The 
*'  Duty  and  AfFedlions  of  my  Subjeds  are  all  the  Return  I 
"  defire  for  my  paternal  Love  and  Concern  for  them.  My  Go- 
*'  vernment  has  no  Security,  but  what  is  equally  conducive 
*'  to  your  Happinefs  and  to  the  Proteftion  of  my  People  ; 
*'  and  your  Profperity  has  no  Foundation,  but  in  the  Dc- 
*'  fence  and  Support  of  my  Government :  Our  Safety  is 
**  mutual,  our  Interefts  are  infeparable." 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  Houfe,  Mr  Speaker  Hem!^ 'fM^tion'** 
Reported  his  Majefty's  Speech,  and  thereupon  the  Lord  *  Her-  <or  an  Addrcft  of 
vey  rofe  up,  and  after    having  enumerated  the  many  DifH- 
culties  this  Nation  was  brought  under  by  the  Intrigues  of 
our  Enemies  Abroad,   and  the  many  Dangers  and  Expences 
we  fhould  have  been  inevitably  involv'd  in,  if  the  War  with 
which  Europe  was  threaten'd,  had  not  been  prevented  by  his 
Majefty's  great  Forefight  and  wife  Meafures ;  by  the  good 
Succefs  of  which  the  Tranquility  of  Europe  was  fettled  and 
feftabli{h''d  upon  a  firm  and  lafting  Foundation }    his  Lord- 
ihip  mov'd,  *  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented   to  his 
Majelly,  to  return  his  Majelly  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  for 
his  moit  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  to  declare  our 
higheft  Satisfadlion  in  feeing  the  general  Tranquility  of  Eu- 
rope reftor'd  and  eftabliih'd  by  his  Majeily's  Credit  and  In- 
fluence,  with  fo  much  Glory  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
and  Honour  to  this  Nation  ;  to  acknowledge  with  Gratitude 
his  Majefty's  unweary'd  Endeavours  for  the  Happinefs  of  his 
People,  and  his  Goodnefs  in  purfuing  with  Steadinefs  and 
Conftancy  fuch  Meafures,  as  beft  conduced  to  the  prefcrving 
the  Rights  and  PoffefTions  of  thefe  Kingdoms ;    to   exprefs 
our  juft  Senfe  of  his  Majefty's  great  Wildom,  in  being  able 
to  furmount  the  various  Difficulties   tliiu  fo  long  embrirafs'd 
the  Affairs  of  Europe,  and  particularly  affedted  the  Interefts 
t)f  Great  Britain ;  and  by  pacifick  Meafures  and  Negotia- 
tions to  bring  to  a  happy  Conclufion  the  Difputes,   that  for 
iliany  Years  had  been  fubfifting  and  depending  }  and  by  juft 
Vol.  IL  M  'and 

•  A(ipi»ted  Vice-C}?amhrlaw  of  hu  Majefiy^s  Ui^P.-oId,  M.'y  7,  173?,! 
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*"''1-^i?2°'  "   ^^^  honourable  Treaties  to  fettle  and  re-eilablilh  the  Publick 

(,^  ^  -  !■  _/  Tranquility,  without  the  Hazard  and  Expence  of  a  general 
Rupture,  or  kindling  a  War  in  any  Part  of  Europe  ;  to 
aflure  his  Majefty  that  this  Houfe,  fenfible  of  the  happy 
EfFefts  of  the  Confidence  fo  juflly  repofed  in  his  Majefty, 
and  the  Bleflings  we  enjoy  under  his  Government,  will  with 
Chearfulnefs  grant  the  Supplies  neceflary  for  the  Service  of 
the  current  Year,  for  the  Defence  and  Support  of  his  Ma- 
jufty's  Government,  and  for  the  Security  and  Proteftion  of 

l/lt  cfutterbuck.  his  People.'  His  Lordfhip  was  feconded  by  Mr  Ciutterbuck*, 
who  explained  the  feveral  jarring  Interefts  of  Europe,  which 
had  all  been  happily  reconcil'd  by  his  Majefty's  Wifdom 
and  good  Conduft  ;  and  added,  *  That  as  our  Security  de- 
pends upon  the  Prefervation  of  the  Bak»ice  of  Power  in 
Europe,  we  could  not  in  common  Prudence  have  fat  uncon- 
cerned, and  feen  any  one  of  the  Powers  of  Europe  fwallow'd 
up  by  another :  That  if  any  War  had  broke  out,  we  muft  necef- 
farily  have  been  concerned,  and  every  Man  was  fenfible  of 
the  fatal  EiFe£ls  fuch  a  War  might  have  been  attended  with  : 
That  we  were  now  free  from  all  fuch  Apprehenfions  ;  and  as 
the  prefent  Happinefs  and  Tranquility  not  only  of  this  Na- 
tion, but  of  Europe  in  general,  was  owing  to  the  prudent 
and  pacifick  Meafures  purfu'd  by  his  Majefty,  he  could  not 
but  approve  of  the  Terms  of  Addreffing  propofed,  and  there- 
fore he  feconded  the  Motion.' 

Sir  wiif. Lav.fon.  Then  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawfon  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows  : 
Mr  Speaker, 
*  I  {hall  join  with  all  my  Heart  in  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks 
to  his  Majefty,  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ; 
but  I  cannot  agree  with  defcending  fo  far  into  Particulars, 
as  are  contain'd  in  the  Motion  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  fpoke  firft,  and  feconded  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  The  Treaties,  upon  which  it  is 
pretended,  that  the  Tranquility  of  Europe  and  the  Happinefs 
of  this  Nation  are  fo  firmly  and  laftingly  eftablifh'd,  are  not 
now  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  therefore,  from  my  own  Know- 
ledge, I  can  fay  nothing  about  them,  nor  can  I  form  a  Judg- 
ment of  the  Honour  or  Advantage  which  will  from  thence 
accrue  to  this  Kingdom  :  But  if  I  judge  from  what  I  hear 
or  fee  abroad  in  the  World,  I  muft  be  of  Opinion,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  great  Things  we  have  done  for  the  Crowri 
of  Spain,  and  the  Favours  we  have  procured  for  the  royal 
Family  of  that  Kingdom,  we  have  as  yet  received  very  little 
Satisfaftion  for  the  Injuries  done  by  them  to  this  Nation. 
I  have  feen  publifti'd,  in  our  News-Papers,  an  Order  of  In- 
ftruftions  from  his  Catholick  Majefty  to  the  Governors  of  his 

Ports 
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Ports  In  the  Indies,  relating  to  the  Depredations  committed  Anno  j.  Geo.  ii; 
by  the  Spaniards  upon  our  Merchants  trading  to  thofe  Seas,  ^?'2^-  . 
but  I  cannot  look  upon  this  Order  as  any  Satisfadlion  for  ' 

the  Depredations  already  committed ;  neither  can  I  look  upon 
it  as  a  fufficient  Check  againft  the  committing  of  any  in 
Time  to  come  :  There  are  lb  many  Conditions  in  this  Order, 
fo  many  I/s  and  Ancfs,  that  it  affords  a  large  Scope  to  the 
Spaniards  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  to  go  on  in  the  taking 
or  plundering  of  our  Merchants  Ships,  under  the  Pretence  of 
their  being  concerned  in  fome  illicit  Commerce,  or  of  their 
being  found  navigating  in  thofe  Latitudes,  where  the  Spani- 
ards may  fay  they  ought  not  to  navigate.  Thefe  Orders  are 
fo  general,  that  the  Captains  of  the  Spanifh  Guarda-Colla's 
and  the  Governors,  who  are  generally  Partners  with  the  Cap- 
tains, may  put  any  CorJlruftion  they  pleafe  upon  them  ;  and 
we  may  expedt,  that  the  Conftruftion  to  be  put  upon  them 
will  be  moll  unfavourable  for  the  Subjefts  of  this  Nation. 
I  ihall  not.  Sir,  at  prefent  make  any  Motion,  but  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  Houfe,  I  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  de- 
clare my  Sentiments  in  an  Affair,  in  which  the  Honour  of 
this  Houfe  and  the  Intereit  of  the  Nation  are  fo  much  con- 
cerned. 

Mr  Shippen  fpoke  next.  Mt  shippea. 

Mr  Speaker, 

*  I  rife  not  only  to  offer  my  Sentiments  againft  the  Terms 
of  the  Addrefs  propofed,  but  likewife  to  make  a  Motion. 
It  has.  Sir,  upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  been  the  ancient  Cullom 
of  this  Houfe,  to  prefent  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne,  but 
fuch  Addreffes  were  in  former  Days  always  in  general  Terms ; 
there  were  in  them  no  ilattering  Paragraphs,  no  long  Com- 
pliments made  to  the  Throne,  for  Tranfaftions  and  Succeffes 
which  had  never  been  laid  before  the'Houfe,  and  of  which, 
by  a  neceffary  Confequence,  the  Houfe  muft  liave  been  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  entirely  ignorant ;  It  is  true.  Sir,  we 
have  of  late  Years  fallen  into  a  Cuilom  of  Complimenting 
the  Throne  upon  every  fuch  Occafion  with  long  Addreffes, 
and  this  Cuftom  has  been  foUow'd  fo  long,  that  I  am  afraid 
it  may  at  lait  become  a  Vote  of  courfe,  to  vote  an  Addrefs  to 
his  Majefty,  in  fuch  Terms  as  fnall  be  concerted  by  thofe 
very  Men,  whofe  Meafures  are  approv'd  of  by  the  Compli- 
ment made  to  the  Throne.  I  confcfs,  Sir,  that  1  am  Co 
little  of  a  Courtier,  that  I  cannot  return  Thanks  for  what 
I  know  nothing  of;  nor  can  I  applaud  before  I  know  a  Rea- 
fon  for  fuch  Applaufe.  I  am  not  at  all  againft  an  Addrefs  of 
Thanks  in  the  ancient  ufual  Style  ;  but  tho'  I  fliould  happen 
to  be  fmgle  and  alone  in  my  Oppofitlon,  which  I  hope  1 
ihall  not,  yet  I  am  refolv'd  to  oppofe  Addrelling  in  the't  enn? 
M  2  moved 
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Anno  $.  Geo.  n.  jnoved  for,  if  it  were  for  no  other  Reafon  but  this,  tha^ 
\_.  i--^!"-^^_;  f"*^^  ^  Motion  may  not  fland  upon  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe, 
as  agreed  to  Nem.  Con :  For  if  not  taken  Notice  of  in  Time, 
fuch  humble  Addreffes  to  the  Throne  may  at  laft  come  to 
pafs  as  a  Matter  of  courfe ;  and  be  as  little  regarded  or 
oppofed,  as  fome  Affairs  now  are,  which  at  firft  flood  a  long 
Contelt  before  tbey  could  be  introduced. 

Sir,  It  is  no  new  Thing  in  me  to  oppofe  fuch  Addreffes  j 
I  have  always  oppofed  them ;  and  though  I  do  not  thereby 
appear  to  be  a  good  Courtier,  yet  it  Ihews  that  I  have  fome: 
Kefpedl  for  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  this  Houfe  ;  befides, 
Sir,  when  fuch  Addreffes  have  been  propofed,  it  has  beeri 
promifed,  and  we  have  been  affured,  that  no  Advantage 
fhould  afterwards  be  taken  of  any  Words  contain'd  in  the 
complimenting  Part  of  fuch  Addrefs  ;  but  every  Member  in 
this  Houfe  knows,  that  when  the  Houfe  had  an  Opportunity 
of  examining  Things  more  particularly,  and  Debates  enfued 
thereupon,  they  have  then  been  told  that  they  could  not  cenfure 
any  of  the  pail  Tranfaftions,  becaufe  they  had  approved  of 
them  all  by  their  Addrefs  of  Thanks  tp  his  Majelly  for  his 
moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  I  hope.  Sir,  for 
the  fake  of  my  Country,  that  all  Things  are  well,  that  pur 
Affairs  both  Abroad  and  at  Home  are  in  that  profperous 
Condition,  in  which  they  have  been  reprcfented  to  us ;  but 
as  we  cannot  as  yet  judge  from  the  Effefts,  and  as  the  Trea- 
ties, fropi  which  this  great  Profperity  and  lafting  Tranquility 
is  to  arife,  have  not  yet  been  laid  before  us ;  I  can  not  but 
look  upon  it  as  an  Anticipation  of  the  Refolutions  of  this 
Houfe  to  thank  his  Majefty  for  thofe  Treaties,  which  we 
Jiave  not  as  yet  had  any  Opportunity  either  to  perufe  or 
confider ;  and  therefore  I  move.  That  the  firlt  Part  only  of 
the  Motion  already  made  fhould  Hand,  and  that  all  the  oche;' 
complimenting  Paragraphs  ihould  be  left  out. 
Mr  w,  Pdtcney.  Then  Mr  William  Pulteney  f  fpoke  as  follows : 
Mr  Speaker, 
*  I  am  very  willing  that  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  be  pre? 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne ;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  an  Addrefs  in  the  Terms  pro- 
pofed by  the  noble  Lord   who  made  the   Motion,  becaufe 

they 

f  Tt:e  fnJlAving  Artiole  appeared  in  tie  Gaxett^,  viz.  July  1,1731.'  T^/s 

*  Duy  his  ly'.'.jf.lty  in  Council  cjtlkil  for  the  Council-Bonk,  and  wtih  his  own 
<  HmiJ llritcli.  the  Nairn  rf  WiUiim  Ftdteriey,  Elf,  n;;t  if  the  Liji  of  Frivy- 
'  Counfellon  ,-  liii  Alajrjiy  farther  ordered  the  faid  William  Fnlienev  to  be 
'  pat   out  rf   ah   the  CoremiJJiohs  nf  the  Peace  i   and  that  the  federal  Lord- 

*  Lie^itcnciiti^    zvho  have  given  him  DeputationSy   do  revoke  the  fame :   And 

*  the  Plight  Jfun.  the  Lnrj  High  ChuncelLr  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  Ma- 
'  j<fiy'^  pnncipal  Secretaries   'j  State,  wae  direiUd  to  give  tbe  mxejln^ 

*  OiJtrj  il:ei-ein.' 
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ihey  feem  to  Imply  an  Approbation  of  all  that  has  been  tranf-  *"""  S-  ^fo-  "• 
afted  or  negotiated  by  his  Majefty's  Minifters  ;  I  am  the 
more  obliged  upon  this  Occafion  to  declare  my  Opinion,  be- 
caufe  of  the  Motion's  luving  been  made  by  that  noble 
Member,  left  fome  of  my  Friends  fhould  be  thereby  miiled, 
and  made  to  believe  that  I  am  for  the  Motion  in  its  full  Ex- 
tent. We  ought  to  thank  his  Majefty  for  his  moft  gracious 
Speech,  but  I  cannot  fee  any  Reafon  we  have  to  thank  him 
for  our  Liberties  and  Properties  :  They  are  fecured  to  us  by 
our  Conftitution  ;  and  as  Subjects  of  Great  Britain  we  have  a 
natural  Right  to  them,  and  his  Majefty  is  far  from  having  the 
Icaft  Thought  of  making  any  Incroachments  upon  them :  But 
as  for  the  Treaties  and  Negotiations  abroad,  and  the  Honours 
and  Advantages  we  have  by  them  acquired,  I  do  not  think 
that  we  can  take  Notice  6f  them,  for  'till  they  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  we  muft  be  prefumed  to  be  ignorant  of  them.  For 
my  own  part  I  lliall  be  glad  to  know  that  we  are  now  at  laft: 
got  into  a  right  Way ;  but  fuppofmg  that  all  is  now  right  with 
us,  I  am  certain  there  was  a  Time  fome  Years  ago,  when 
we  might  have  been  as  right  as  we  are  now,  and  upon  the 
fame  Conditions.  If  we  had  embraced  that  Opportunity,  a 
great  deal  of  Money  would  have  been  faved  to  the  Nation  ; 
but  in  thofe  Days,  the  Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick-Sanftion 
was  looked  on  as  inconfiftent  with  the  Intereft  and  Happinels 
of  this  Nation,  and  was  reprefented  as  fuch  even  by  thofe 
who  have  now  agreed  to  it ;  what  were  their  Reafons  for  re~ 
prefenting  it  in  fuch  a  hideous  Shape  at  that  Time,  and  for 
placing  it  now  in  fo  amiable  a  View,  I  cannot  compreherd : 
For  my  own  Part,  Sir,  I  do  not  fee  any  Neceffity  we  were 
under  of  agreeing  to  it,  even  at  this  prefent  Time  ;  for  by  our 
agreeing  to  that  Guaranty,  we  lay  ourfelves  under  an  Obli- 
gation of  afiifting  the  Auftrian  Family,  whenever  they  ilull  be 
attacked  by  any  Potentate  whatever,  except  the  Grand  Sig- 
rior  ;  they  may  happen  to  be  attacked,  when  it  will  be  much 
againft  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation,  to  engage  itfelfin  a  War 
upon  any  foreign  Account ;  and  if  they  ihould  ncquire  many 
more  Territories,  it  may  be  for  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation 
even  to  join  in  the  Attack,  in  order  to  prefcive  the  Balance 
of  Europe,  the  Eftablifhing  of  which  has  already  coft  us  fuch 
immenfe  Sums  of  Money :  Thus  we  maybe  obliged,  either 
to  engage  in  a  War  contrary  to  the  Intereft  and  Well-bf  ing 
of  our  Country,  or  otherwifc  be  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  Faith, 
to  the  eternal  Diftionour  of  the  Nation  :  Thefe,  Sir,  arc  the 
Circumftaiices  which  this  Nation  may  be  broaght  into  by 
ontring  into  this  Guaranty  io  early  j  and  thefe.  Sir,  are  Cir- 
cumftances  which  every  wife  Man  ought,  by  all  Kleans,  to 
avoid  ;  befides.  Sir,  I  do  not  know  but  we  may  be  accufed  of 
/«ine  Sort  of  Breacii  of  Faith,  on  account  of  our  late  Negoti- 
ations 
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ations  with  the  Emperor :  The  French  may  perhaps  fay^ 
that  by  the  Treaty  of  Hanover  we  were  obliged  not  to  treat 
with  any  of  the  Powers,  againft  whom  that  Treaty  feemed  to 
be  made,  without  the  Concurrence  of  our  Allies ;  and  yet 
notwithftanding  thereof  we  not  only  negotiated,  but  con- 
cluded a  Treaty  with  the  Emperor  without  communicating 
the  fame  to  them  ;  what  Reafon  the  French  may  have  for 
fuch  an  Accufation  I  cannot  at  prefent  properly  fpeak  to  j 
Pruffia,  it  is  true,  had  before  fet  us  an  Example,  and 
had  drawn  off  from  that  Treaty  long  before  we  had  ;  but 
France  and  Holland  had  adhered  firmly  to  it  to  the  very  laft. 
'  According  to  the  View  I  have  of  our  late  Negotiations, 
J  cannot  fay,  that  either  the  Honour  or  the  Intereft  of  the 
Nation  has  been  much  confidered  ;  it  is  true,  Don  Carlos 
may  be  now  eftablifhed  in  the  Succeflion  to  the  Duchy  of 
Tufcany,  and  in  the  Poffeffion  of  the  Duchies  of  Parma  and 
Placentia  ;  the  Spanifh  Troops  may  be  introduced  into  Italy, 
and  I  wifh  their  Introduftion  do  not  prove  to  be  the  Origin 
of  new  Troubles ;  but  in  thefe  Things  we  have  no  particular 
Intereft.  I  cannot  fay  that  much  Regard  has  been  had  to 
the  particular  Intereft  of  this  Nation  in  our  Condud:  at  home  j 
our  Debts  have  been  increafed,  at  leaft  not  diminifhed  ;  and 
at  the  fame  Time  Luxury  has  been  fo  much  encouraged,  that 
many  have  run  out  a  great  Part  of  their  Fortunes,  and  are 
thereby  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  Court ;  infomuch  that 
I  muft  fay,  happy  it  is  for  the  Nation,  that  the  King  is  fo 
good  and  fojurt,  as  not  to  have  any  Defigns  againft  our  Li- 
berties :  Our  Trade  is  decaying  every  Day,  and  Publick 
Credit  is  like  to  be  entirely  deftroyed  by  the  many  Publick 
Frauds  that  are  committed  ;  for  Credit  depends  upon  that 
Faith  and  Confidence  which  one  Man  puts  in  another,  for 
the  Prefervation  of  that  which  is  committed  to  his  Care  ;  but 
by  thefe  Publick  Frauds  all  mutual  Faith  and  Confidence 
will  be  taken  away  ;  no  Man  will  think  his  Money  fafe  but 
when  it  is  locked  up  in  his  own  CoiFers  ;  he  will  not  for  the 
future  truft  the  Management  or  Keeping  thereof  to  any  ong 
Man,  or  to  any  Set  of  Men.  However,  I  hope.  Sir,  that  all 
our  Affairs  abroad  are  no\-/  fet  to  rights,  and  that  our  dome- 
ftick  Grievances  are  in  a  fair  Way  of  being  redrefled  ;  but  if 
they  are  fo,  I  muft  fay,  it  is  fomething  like  a  Pilot,  who, 
though  he  has  a  clear,  a  fafe,  and  a  ftreight  Paflage  for  going 
into  Port,  yet  takes  it  in  his  Head  to  carry  the  Ship  a  great 
way  about,  through  Sands,  Rocks  and  Shallows,  and  there- 
by lofes  a  great  many  of  the  Seamen,  deftroys  a  great  deal  of 
the  Tackle  and  Rigging,  and  puts  the  Owners  to  a  vaft  Ex- 
pence  ;  however,  at  laft,  by  Chance  ]ie  hits  the  Port,  and  then 
triumphs  in  his  good  Condu<S.' 

Mr 
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Mr  Pulteney  having  done  Speaking,  Mr  Danvers  faid,  amio  f.  Geo.  n." 
*  That  when  he  returned  to  the  Country,  he  fhould  be  glad        1?'"i!'  ^    . 
to  have  fomething  to  tell  his  Country-Neighbours  that  would  MTo^^ers! 
pleafe  them  ;  they  did  not  underftand  Treaties,  nor  did  they 
trouble  their  heads  much  about  diftant  Profpefts  of  Wealth 
and  Happinefs ;  but  he  wiftied  he  could  tell  them,  that  Part  of 
our  Debts  were  paid  ofF,  or  that  fome  of  our  Taxes  were 
abolilhed,  or   the   Standing   Army  disbanded.     Thefe   were 
EfFedls  they  would  immediately  feel,  but  he  was  afraid  they 
would  be  of  Opinion,  that  a  Peace  attended  with  a  Continu- 
ance of  all  the  Taxes,  and  a  Keeping  on  foot  the  Standing- 
Army,  did  not  deferve  any  Thanks  from  the  Nation. 

Sir  William  Wyndham  fpoke  next.  sirW.Wyndhaa; 

Mr  Speaker, 

•  I  cannot  agree  to  the  Terms  for  Addrefilng  his  Majefly, 
propofed  by  the  noble  Member  who  fpoke  iirll,  becaufe 
though  every  Thing  may  now  be  well  fettled  upon  a  folid 
and  lafting  Foundation,  yet  I  cannot  think  that  our  Con- 
du6l  has  in  every  Refpeft  been  right  ;  or  that  the  Intereft  of 
this  Nation  has  been,  by  his  Majelly's  Minillers,  principally 
and  fteadily  purfued.  At  one  Time  we  were  frightned  out 
of  our  Wits  with  Apprehenlions  that  the  Pretender  was  to  be 
put  upon  us,  and  that  without  any  Reafon  for  all  that  I  have 
yet  feen  or  heard  upon  the  Subject.  Then  Don  Carlos  was 
made  fuch  a  Giant  of,  that  he,  that  Infant,  was  to  fwallow 
up  and  deftroy  all  the  Powers  of  Europe ;  and  at  that  Time  we 
fued  to  France  for  an  Alliance,  and  befought  their  Affiltance, 
by  which  we  put  it  in  their  Power  to  commence  a  War  when- 
ever they  pleafed  ;  and,  if  they  had  not  been  more  taken  up 
with  Whims  and  Difputes  about  Religion,  than  any  wife  Na- 
tion ought  to  be,  they  would  certainly  have  involved  us  in  a 
War  in  Conjunftion  with  them  ;  and  thereby  would  have 
made  us  affift  them  in  recovering  all  that  they  had  left  by  the 
laft  two  Wars,  the  taking  of  which  from  them  had  coft  us  fo 
much  Blood  and  Treafure.  Some  Time  after  we  fhook  off 
all  Fears  of  the  Pretender,  Don  Carlos  was  again  diminifiied 
to  an  ordinary  Size,  and  then  we  began  to  bully  France  as 
much  as  we  had  courted  it  before  :  Such  Conduft  cannot  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  right,  at  leaft  it  does  not  appear  to  be  fteady 
and  uniform.  Upon  the  other  hand,  it  muft  be  faid  of  the 
Imperial  Court,  that  they  have  aded  with  Steadinefs  and 
Prudence  ;  they  have  firmly  adhered  to  the  proper  Intereit 
of  their  native  Country,  and  have  fteadily  purfued  the  Aim 
they  had  in  View,  through  all  the  different  Shapes  in  which 
the  Affairs  of  Europe  liave  been  put  within  thefe  few  Years ; 
and  by  this  Firmnefs  and  Refolution  they  have  at  laft  brought 
us  to  their  own  Terms ;  and  have  accompliffted  their  Dciigns, 
notvvithftanding   the  Conjunfcion    ai;d   Alliance  of  fo   many 

foriniJ-ibic 
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Anno  j.^  Geo.  u.  foi'midablc  Powcrs  againft  them  ;  whereas  we  have  been  o< 
bliged,  in  fome  Manner,  to  comply  with  the  Demands  of  al- 
molt  every  Power  we  have  treated  with ;  and  if  by  fuch 
Means  we  have  at  laft  got  off  upon  any  tolerable  Conditions^ 
it  muil  be  faid,  that  we  have  been  like  a  Man  in  a  Room, 
who  wants  to  get  out,  and  though  the  Door  be  open,  and  a 
clear  Way  to  it,  yet  he  ftalks  round  the  Room,  breaks  his 
Shins  over  a  Stool,  tumbles  over  a  Chair,  and  at  laft,  rumb- 
ling over  every  Thing  in  his  Way,  by  chance  finds  the  Door 
and  gets  out,  after  abundance  of  needlefs  Trouble  and  unne- 
ceffary  Danger.' 

Wr  Oglethorpe.        Then  Mr  Oglethorpe  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
Sir, 

*  I  do  not  think,  that  the  Guaranty  of  the  Pfagmatlck-Sanftlon 
is  much  to  be  taken  Notice  of  in  the  prefent  Qafe ;  for  there 
are  many  other  Things  which  at  prefent  relate  more  nearly 
to  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  this  Nation.    I  wifh  1  could 
have  heard  that  the  late  new  Works  at  Dunkirk  had   been 
entirely  razed  and  deftroyed ;  that  we  had  received  a  full  and 
compleat  Satisfaction  for  the  many  Depredations  committed 
by  the  Spaniards ;  and  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  more  Care 
taken  in  arming  the  Country,  and  difciplining  our  Militia.    I 
think  it  was  a  Scandal  to  the  Nation  to  appear  fo  much  fright- 
ned,  as  we  lately  appeared  to  be,  at  the  marching  of  a  few 
Prench  Troops  down  to  thofe  Coafts  of  France  which   lie 
next  to  us.     We  have,  it  is  true,  a  Standing- Army  of  good 
regular  Forces  ;  but  I  hope  this  Nation  will  never  be  brought 
fo  loWj  as  to  have  nothing  to  truft  to  for  their   Defence,   but 
their  Standing- Army  :  Ol^'  Army  bears  but  a  fmall  Propor- 
tion to  the  whole  Body  of  the  People,  they  can  cover  but 
a  fmall  Part  of  our  Coaft  from  an  Invahon,  and  therefore  Care 
Jhould  be  taken  to  keep  up  military  Difcipiine  and  a  warlike 
Spirit  among  our  Militia,  thro'  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  ;  for 
whenever  we  are  threatnt-d  ^vith  an   Invafion,  oar  Safety 
and  our  Barrier  next   to  our  Fleet  mufl:  depend  upon  them  ; 
it  mull  be  to  them  chiefly  tnat  we  muft  truft   our  Defence 
againft  the  Landing  of  a  Foreign  Enemy  ;  and  if  they  come 
once  to  lofe  entirely  the  Ufe  of  Arms,    or  the  Knowledge  of 
military  Difcipiine,  an  Enemy  that  can,  either  by  Cunning  or 
Accident,  efcape  our  Fleet,  may  land  with  little  Danger;  and 
may  do  a  deal  of  Mifchief,  before  a  fufficient  Number  of  our 
regular    Forces  can  be   brought  together   to  oppofe  them. 

*  As  to  our  Foreign  Affairs,  I  muft  fay.  Sir,  that  confider- 
ing  how  much  the  Proteftants  in  Germany  have  been  op- 
prefs'd  by  the  prefent  Imperial  Family,  I  could  have  wifhed 
with  all  my  Heart  to  have  heard,  that  fome  Care  had  bceft 
taken  of  them  in  the  Treaty  we  have  lately  made  with  th6 
Emperor ;  but  as  the  Dutch  have  not  as  yet  acceded  to  that 

Treaty, 


(    97    ) 

Treaty,  I  hope  fome  Care  may  as  yet  be  taken  of  thofepoor  ^'^°  5-  Geo.  ii. 
People  :  I  look  upon  it  as  a  general  Beneiit,  that  the  Dutch  ;_„ — ,  -  J 
have  not  as  yet  acceded,  becaufe  we  may  make  an  Advantage 
of  it  by  getting  them  to  infill  upon  all  fuch  Additions,  Ex- 
planations or  Amendments,  as  may  be  judg'd  necefl'ary  for 
the  common  Good  of  Europe  in  general,  and  of  the  Proteltant 
Religion  in  particular.  In  the  mean  Time  I  am  pleafed  to 
find,  that  we  are  not  now  fo  clofely  united  with  France  as 
we  formerly  were  j  for  I  have  generally  obferved,  that  when 
two  Dogs  are  in  a  Lealh  together,  the  ftronger  generally 
runs  away  with  the  weaker ;  and  I  am  afraid  this  was  fome- 
thing  of  the  Cafe  between  France  and  us. 

Mr  Henry  Pelham  fpoke  next  for  the  Motion,  and  en-  ui  u.  Pciiam. 
deavourM  tolhew,  '  That  it  was  no  way  inconfiiter.t  with  the 
Honour  or  Dignity  of  that  Houfe,  to  thank  his  Majeiiy  in 
the  moft  particular  Terms  for  every  Thing,  which  he  had 
been  moft  gracioufly  pleafed  to  acquaint  them  with,  in  his 
Speech  from  the  I'hrone  :  That,  in  common  Decency,  they 
were  upon  that  Occafion  to  look  upon  every  Thing  to  be  as 
it  had  been  reprefented  to  them  by  his  Majeily  ;  but  that  no 
Compliments,  as  fome  of  the  honourable  Gentlemen  vv'ho 
had  fpoke  before  were  pleafed  to  call  tliem,  that  could  be  put 
into  the  Addrefs,  could  be  any  way  made  ufe  of  to  prevent 
that  Houfes's  Inquiry  afterwards  into  the  Meafures  that 
had  been  purfued,  when  the  Treaties  that  had  been  en- 
tered into  Ihould  be  laid  before  them :  On  the  contrary, 
if  upon  fuch  an  Inquiry  it  fliould  be  found,  that  any  of  tlis 
Negotiations  had  been  carried  on,  or  any  of  the  Treaties 
concluded,  contrary  to  the  Honour  or  Intei  eit  of  the  Nation, 
they  were  then  to  prefume,  that  his  M?.jefty  had  been  ini- 
pofed  on,  and  thereby  induced  to  make  fuch  a  Speech  to 
them  ;  and  by  fuch  an  Impofition,  thofe  who  had  advifed  tha 
carrying  on  fuch  Negotiation,  or  the  concluding  of  fi.ich 
Treaties,  would  accumulate  Guilt  upon  themic-Ivcs,  and 
would  heap  Coals  of  Fire  upon  their  own  Heads ;  for  in  fuch 
a  Cafe,  that  Houfe  was  not  only  to  puniih  fuch  evil  Coun- 
fellors  for  Meafures  fo  weak  or  fo  wicked  ;  but  alfo  to  puniHi 
them  for  impofmg  upon  Jiis  Majelty,  and  adviiing  iiim  to 
make  fuch  a  Speecii  from  the  Throne  :  That  generally,  upon 
the  Opening  of  a  Scffion  of  Parliament,  tne  Eyes  of  all 
Europe  were  turned  towards  Great  Erii^iin  ;  and  from  their 
firli:  Refolves,  all  the  Neighbouring  Powers  were  to  judge  ot" 
the  Unanimity  which  was  to  enlnc  between  his  Mrijeity  and 
his  Parliament:  Thatiftiiey  at  Hdl  appe.aed  to  be  in  the 
leail  diffideiit  or  jealous  of  his  Majefty'^i  Conduct,  it  would 
weaken  his  Influence  upon  the  Councils  of  foreign  Co!.atr>  ; 
and  thereby   they  mhht  put  it  out   of  hi;  Pov,:*!'  to    •.<'■•'!:!■/ 
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Anno  5.  Geo.  M.  a  falfe  Step,  if  any  had  been  made  by  his  Minlfters,  and  this 
t^  '^''1^'  ,  he  was  perfuaded  no  Man  would  incline  to  do,  who  was  a 
Friend  either  to  his  King  or  his  Country,  for  the  fake  of  any- 
private  Pique  he  might  have  to  any  of  hisMajelly's  Minillers  : 
That  for  thefe  and  many  other  Reafons,  he  was  for  agree- 
ing to  the  Addrefs  in  the  Terms  firft  moved  for. 
Mr  H.  waipoie.  He  was  fupported  by  Mr  Horatio  Walpole,  whoTpoke  next. 
Mr  Speaker, 
*  The  honourable  Gentleman  upon  the  Floor  [Mr  TV.  Pul- 
teney]  faid,  that  he  was  afraid  lell  the  noble  Lord,  who  firft  mov- 
ed for  an  Addrefs,  might  have  fonie  Weight  with  his  Friends. 
I  do  not  know,  Sir,  but  that  it  may  be  fo ;  I  do  not  know  but 
he  may  have  Weight  with  fome  of  thofe,  whom  that  Gentle- 
man now  looks  upon  as  his  Friends  ;  but  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
nothing  that  he  has  faid,  in  oppofition  to  the  Motion  made 
by  the  other,  will  tend  to  diminifh  that  Weight  which  he  is 
afraid  of  As  to  the  Houfe's  agreeing  to  the  Motion  for 
prefenting  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majelty,  and  in  the  Terms  pro- 
pofed  by  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  Motion,  I  need  not. 
Sir,  fay  any  Thing  to  it ;  that  Affair  has  been  fo  fully  ex- 
plained, and  the  Reafonablenefs  of  it  fo  clearly  demonllrated 
by  the  Gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  upon  that  Side  of  the 
Queltion,  that  I  have  nothing  to  add :  But  fmce  the  Gentle- 
men, who  have  fpoke  on  the  other  Side,  have  entered  into 
an  Examination  of  the  Meafures  that  have  been  purfued,  I 
hope  the  Houfe  will  pardon  me  if  I  depart  a  little  from  the 
Subjedl  of  the  prefent  Debate,  in  order  to  anfwer  fome  of  the 
Objedions  that  have  been  made  to  our  late  Condud. 

'  It  has  been  faid.  Sir,  that  there  was  a  Time,  fome  Years 
ago,  when  the  fame  Thing  might  have  been  done  that  is  now 
done,  by  which  a  great  deal  of  Money  might  have  been 
faved  to  the  Nation.  I  wifli.  Sir,  the  Gentleman,  who  faid 
fo,  had  told  us  what  particular  Time  he  meant :  I  know  that 
the  entering  into  the  Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanftion 
was  propofcd  to  us  fome  Years  ago ;  but.  Sir,  I  know  that 
it  was  then  propofed  in  fiich  dogmatick  and  pofitive  Terms, 
that  it  was  inconfiltent  with  the  Honour  of  hisMajefty,  and  of 
this  Nation,  to  give  the  leilft  Ear  to  a  Propofal,  which  was 
made  rather  in  the  I'erms  of  a  peremptory  Demand,  and 
without  oi^cring  the  lealt  Confideration  to  this  Nation,  for 
cur  agreeing  to  enter  into  fuch  a  Guaranty  :  Befidcs,  Sir, 
there  was  at  that  Time  good  Reafon  to  fear  that  Don  Carlos 
was  the  Perfon,  upon  \\  hom  the  Lnpcrial  Court  had  fixed 
tlieir  Eye,  as  a  Succeffor  to  his  Imperial  Majelly  ;  and  I  am 
fare  it  was  againft  the  Intercll  of  this  Nation,  to  contribute 
to  the  eitabliiliing  of  a  Perfon  in  the  full  and  fole  Poffefllon 
of  all  the  Auibian  Dominions,  who  was  by  the  Quadruple 
Alliance  to  have  fuch  large  Dominions  of  his  own  in  Italy, 

and 
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and  had  by  liis  Birth  fo  near  a   Profpeft  to  the  Crown  of  Anno  5.  Geo.  11. 

Spain,  and  at  that  Time  alfo  a  very  near  Profpeft  to   the  "     " 

Crown  of  France.     This  Guaranty  was  again  offered  at  the 

Time   when   the  Treaty  of  Seville  was   in  Agitation ;  but 

then   again  it  was  rejefted,  becaufe  it  was  well  known,  that 

the  Propofal   was   made  at  that  Time  only  with  a   view   to 

difturb   the  Negotiations  then  carrying  on,  and  which  were 

fo  happily  ended  by  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Seville ; 

fo  that  at  that  Time  no  Treaty  could  be  entered  into   by 

us  with  the  Imperial  Court,  either  about  the  Guaranty  of  the 

Pragmatick  Sandlion  or  any   Thing  elfe,  nor  at  any  Time 

till   they  came  to  be  a  little  more  realbnable   in   their  Pro- 

pofals ;  and  as  foon  as  that  Time   came,  we   embraced  the 

Opportunity,   and  our  Negotiations  had  then  all  wiih'd  for 

Succefs. 

*  Nor  can  it  be  faid.  Sir,  that  we  have  entered  into  that 
Guaranty  too  foon  ;  it  was  our  own  Intereft  to  enter  into  it 
as  foon  as   poffible,  becaufe  the  preferving  of  the  Imperial 
Dominions  entire  is  neceffary  for  preferving  the  Balance  of 
Power  in  Europe :  If  we  had    delayed  entering   into  that 
Guaranty  till  his   Imperial  Majefty's  Death,  it  would  then 
have  been  too  late  ;  Europe  would  have  been  in  Flames,  and 
the  Auftrian   Dominions  divided  before  we  could  have  done 
any  Thing.     There  may  be  Civil  Broils  in  Germany   upon  - 
the  Emperor's  Death   without  Male  Heirs,  happen  when  it 
will,  but  furely  the  beft  Way  of  preventing  it,  is  to  have  the 
Affair  fully  fettled,  and  that  Settlement  ftrongly  guaranty'd 
before   the   Accident   happens  ;  thofe  who  pretend  to  any 
Share  will  then  be  cautious,    and  will  not  be  ready  to  enter 
into  any  violent  Meafures :  And  I  muft  fay,  Sir,  that  if  the 
Imperial  Family  were  in  any  danger  of  being  ruined  or  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  any  neighbouring  Power,  we  mull  engage  in  the 
Refcue,  let  our  Circumilances  be  at  that  Time  what   they 
will ;  for  if  fuch  a  Ruin  fliould  happen,  our  own  would  not 
be  a  great  Way  off :  This  Guaranty   we  ought,  perhaps,   to 
have  gone  into  fooner,  becaufe  of  the  fatal  Confcquences  that 
might  have  enfued,  if  his  Imperial   Majelly  had  dropt  off  in 
the   mean  Time  ;  but   we  could    not  agree  to   it   'till  the 
Imperial  Court  agreed  to   give  Satisfadtion  to  Spain,  with 
refpeft  to   the  Dominions  provided  for  Don  Carlos  in  Italy 
by  the  Quadruple  Alliance ;  to  the  Dutch  with  refpeft  to  the 
particular   Difputes   between  the  Empire  and  tliem  ;  and  to 
the  Dutch  and  us  with  refpedl  to  the  Oftend  Company  ;  and 
all  thefe  his  Mrijelly,  by  his  wife  and  Heady  Meafures,  lias  at 
h'.ft  procured. 

*  'Sir,  I  fay  ficady  Meafures,  and  I  believe  it  will  apper.r 

that  our  Meafures  have  been  as  ileady  and  uniform,  as  thofe 

of  any  Court  in  Europe  :  Our  Aim  was  to  prefervc  our  own 
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^""^lyii-T'"'  Dominions  Abroad  againll  the  Defign  laid  for  wrcliing  tTiem 
from  us ;  to  preferve  our  Trade  againfl:  the  Incroachment 
ihade  upon  it  by  the  fetting  up  of  the  Oftend  Company  ;  and 
to  preferve  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  againll  any  pre- 
fent  or  future  Attempts  for  overturning  it,  in  order  thereby 
to  eftablifh,  as  far  as  is  confiftent  with  human  Prudence,  the 
general  Tranquility  of  Europe.  This  Aim  was  moft  ileadiJy 
parfued  through  the  various  Shapes,  which  the  Aiiairs  of 
Europe  have  taken  within  a  few  Yeafs  paft,  and  is  now  at 
laft,  in  all  human  Appearance,  moft  happily  accomplillied  ;  but 
it  was  ncceflkry  to  eftabliftj  the  prefent  Tranquility  of 
Europe,  before  we  could  think  of  the  future  :  We  were  en- 
gaged, by  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  to  fee  the  Infant  Don  Car- 
los fettled  in  the  Succefficn  of  the  Duchies  of  Tufcany, 
Parma,  and  Placentia  ;  Spain  could  not  be  eafy,  nor  could 
we  expcdl  any  fmcere  Friendfhip  with  them,  till  that  was  fully 
and  compleatly  effectuated  ,•  nor  could  either  the  Dutch  or 
we  be  eafy  till  we  faw  the  Oftend  Company  abfolutely  de- 
moiifhed  ;  and  as  foon  as  we  got  the  prclent  Tranquility  fet- 
tled by  the  Imperial  Court's  agreeing  to  thefe  two  main 
Points,  then  wc  began  to  think  of  the  future  Tranquility  of 
Europe  ;  and  in  order  to  eflablilh  that  upon  as  folid  a  Foun- 
dation as  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe  will  admit  of,  we  have 
agreed  to  the  Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanction. 

'  In  all  thefe  Tranfa£tions,  the  true  Interell  of  this  Nation 
has  been  moft  ftridtly  purfucd,  and  never  once  departed 
from  :  The  Interell  of  this  Nation  is  connefted  with  the  ge- 
neral Intereft  of  Europe  in  preferving  the  Balar.ce  of  Power; 
and  therefore  it  is  the  Interell  of  tliis  Nation,  as  well  as  of 
almoft  every  one  of  the  other  Nations  of  Europe,  to  preferve 
the  Dominions  of  the  Auftrian  Family  entire  and  undivided : 
I  am  fure  no  Man  will  fay  but  that  it  is  the  Interell  of  this 
Nation,  that  the  Duchies  of  Tufcany,  Parma,  and  Placen- 
tia iliould  never  be  in  the  Poflelfion  of  Germany,  France  or 
Spain.  It  is  very  plain,  that  it  is  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation 
to  liave  the  Ealt-India  Trade  from  Ollcnd  demoliflicd  ;  and 
it  is  as  evident  that  this  Nation  is  particularly  interefted 
in  the  prcfcvvin*^,  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  in  cuUi\"atirg  a  good  Friendfrip  and  Correfpon- 
dencc  with  Spain.  Jn  all  thefe  Cafes  the  Intsreil  of  this 
Nation  is  certainly  moft  particularly  concerned,  and  in  every 
ore  of  thefe  Foints  we  have  obtained  all  that  v/e  could  ex- 
pecl  or  dcin-c  ;  and  all  this  without  any  mean  Compliance 
upon  our  part,  or  giving  up  any  Thing  that  we  were  before 
intitlcd  unto  ;  upon  the  contrary,  whenever  any  Scheme  wa3 
rffvjred  by  any  of  our  Allies,  which  had  the  leail  Appearance 
cf  being  ngainil  the  Honour  or  Interell  of  this  Nation,  any 
Sort  of  Cojicurrcnce  was  ablbUuelv  rcfufcd.  and  thcreupoa 
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all  fuch  Schemes  have  been  dropt :  How  then  can  it  be  faid.  Anno}.  Gso.iu 
t]iat  neither  the  Honour  nor  Intereft  of  this  Nation  has 
been  regarded  in  our  Negotiations  with  our  Neighbours  a- 
broad,  or  that  we  have  complied  with  eveiy  one  in  their  Turn  ? 
*  In  all  this  Courfe  of  Negotiation,  there  have  been  many- 
jarring  Intereils  to  be  reconciled,  and  many  Difficulties  to 
be  furmounted,  all  which  his  Majeily  has,  by  his  Wifdom 
and  good  Conduft,  got  over  ;  nor  is  there  the  lead  Reafon  to 
fufpett  that,  in  any  one  Meafure,  the  publick  Faith  has  been 
violated,  nor  has  any  Power  or  Potentate  any  Ground  for 
fuch  a  Complaint ;  nay,  there  is  not  one  that  does  fo  mucli 
as  pretend  to  it.  The  only  View  that  France  had,  or  at 
leaft  owned,  was  to  preferve  the  Tranquility,  and  to  fee  the 
Terms  of  the  Quadruple  Alliance  complied  with  :  If  thefe 
two  Points  were  brought  to  a  happy  IfTue,  it  was  all  that 
the  French  had  to  demand  ;  and  as  both  are  fully  accora- 
pliihed  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  the  French  Court  have  no 
Reafon  to  complain,  fo  far  otherways,  that  they  have  de- 
clared they  are  fully  fatisfied  :  And  as  for  our  taking  an 
Alarm  at  the  March  of  fome  of  their  Troops  towards  the 
Coafts  of  France,  which  lie  oppofite  to  England,  it  did  not 
proceed  from  any  Jealoufy  that  fubllits  between  the  two  Na- 
tions, but  only  from  that  prudent  Jealoufy  which  evtiy  Na- 
tion ought  to  have  of  all  its  Neighbours,  ib  far  as  to  be  al- 
ways upon  its  Guard  againft  every  one  of  them  ;  upon  that 
Occalion  the  French  were  as  much  alarm'd  upon  our  march- 
ing Troops  down  towards  our  Coalts  next  to  them,  as  we 
were  upon  the  marching  of  theirs. 

*  As  in  all  Treaties  there  are  fome  Points  left  to  be  deter- 
mined afterwards,  according  to  the  Plan  then  laid  dov/n  ;  fo. 
Sir,  by  the  Treaty  of  Seville  the  Spaniards  are  to  make  ful! 
Satisfa£lion  and  Reparation  for  the  Loffes  which  our  Merchants 
have  fuftained  by  any  unjuft  Seizures ;  but  as  the  ^anttan 
of  that  Lofs  could  not  then  be  determined,  nor  could  it  then 
be  determined  what  Seizures  were  lawful  and  what  not,  there- 
fore it  was  abfolutely  neceflUry  to  leave  that  Affair  to  be 
inquired  into  and  determined  by  CommilTaries  mutually  ap- 
pointed ;  and  we  have  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  to  expedt, 
that  we  Ihall  at  laft  meet  with  a  full  Satisfaftion  in  that  Affair, 
though  it  has  been  hitherto  retarded  by  the  Negotiations 
about  publick  Affairs  of  greater  Moment,  which  huve  occur- 
red fince  the  Conclufion  of  that  Treaty.  In  all  human  Af- 
fairs, it  is  fometimes  neceffary  to  have  Patience,  and  to  wait 
the  Courfe  of  Things ;  Nations  mull  not,  upon  every  little 
Delay,  or  upon  every  trifling  Difpute,  come  to  an  open  Rup- 
ture, and  involve  themfelves  and  their  Neighbours  in  War 
and  BloodHied  for  Thirgs,  which  with  a  little  Patienre  uiigli!; 
kive  been  eafily  adjuiled. 
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I  fhould  not,  Sir,  have  troubled  the  Houfe  any  farther  i 
but  that  fince  Comparifons  have  been  gouig  round,  I  hope  I 
may  have  leave  to  make  one  in  my  Turn  ;  and  I  muft  fay, 
that  our  late  AfFairs  very  much  refemble  a  Set  of  honeft 
quiet  Country  People  got  into  a  Country  Dance,  who  went 
through  their  Dance  with  a  great  deal  of  Eafe  and  Alacrity, 
'till  a  turbulent  noify  Fellow  came  in  among  them,  who  im- 
mediately forced  himfelf  into  the  Dance,  and  made  fuch  a 
Noife,  that  fuch  a  one  was  out,  and  fuch  a  one  not  right, 
fuch  a  Step  out  of  Tune,  and  fuch  a  Turn  not  according  to 
Rule,  that  they  could  not  go  on  with  their  Dance  ;  but  at 
lait  they  refolved  to  turn  ttiis  troublefome  Fellow  out  of 
Company,  and  then  tliey  all  went  on  eafily  and  quietly  a$ 
they  had  done  before. 

At  laft  the  Queftion  was  put  upon  the  Lord  Hervey's  Mo- 
tion, which  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  without  any  Di- 
vifion  ;  and  a  Committee  .was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Ad- 
drefs  accordingly,  which  is  as  follows : 

Mofl  gracious  Sovereign, 

*  "TT/E  your  Majelly's  moft  loyal  and  dutiful  Subje6ls, 
'    VV     the   Commons  of  Great-Britain  in  Parliament  af- 

*  fembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  yourMajefty  our  mod  humble 

*  Thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

*  It  is  the  higheil  Satisfaftion  to  your  faithful  Commons, 

*  to  fee  the  general  Tranquility  of  Europe  reflored  and  re- 

*  ellablillied  by  your  Majelly's  Credit  and  Luluence,  which 
'  reflefts  the  greatell  Glory  to  the  Britifli  Crown,  and  of 
'  Confequence  to   the  Britifli   Nation  ;  the  Honour  and  In- 

*  tereft  of  wliich  are  always  infeparable. 

'  We  are  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  Treaties  your  Majefty 

*  has  cnter'd  into,  were  made  with  no  other  View,  than  to 

*  preferve  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,  and  fecure  the 

*  rofTeffions  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  all  the 
'  Rights  and  Privileges  we  are  intitled  to  ;  and  we  acknow- 
'  ledge  v/ith  Gratitude  your  Majefty's  Wifdom  and  Good- 
'  npfs,  iri  procuring  for  us  all  thefe  Advantages,  without  the 
'  Exptnce  and  Hazards  of  a  War. 

'  We  are  ^'ery  fenfible  of  the  many  Difficulties,  which  your 
'  Majefly  laboured  under,   in  bringing  this  great  and  glorious 

*  Work  to  fo  happy  a  Concluhon.  The  many  Obftaclcs 
'  arifing   from  various  Pretenfions  and  Jcaloufies  during  the 

*  Courle  of  thefe  "JVanfadtions,  unfurmountable  as  they  have 
'  been  thought,  arc    by   your   Majelly's  Stcadinefs  and  Pru- 

*  dcncc  eiHircly  removed  ;  and  at  a  Time,  when  a  War 
^  fecmcd  unavoidable,  the  Settlement  of  the  Succeffion  of 
■  Den  Carlos   to  tJic  Sraics  of  Tufcany  and  Parma  hns  been 

'  peaceably 
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'  peaceably  accompliflied,    and  the  general  Tranquility  of  Anno  j.  oeo.  ix. 

*  Europe  preferved  by  the  Weight  and  Credit  of  your  Maje-  ,^J1I^'~'  ^ 

*  fty's  Negociations. 

*  Thus  has  your  Majefty  extricated  not  only  this  Nation, 

*  but  all    Europe  out   of    the  uncertain  State    for  many 

*  Years  laboured  under,  and  that  by  Means  moft  honourable 

*  to  your  Majefty,  confiftent  with  all  former  Engagements, 

*  and  without  the  leall  Injury  to  any  Prince  or  Power  in 

*  Europe. 

*  And  we  humbly  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  having  the 

*  trueft  Senfe  of  the  many  Bleffings  we  have  enjoyed  during 

*  the  Courfe  of  your  Majefty's  Reign,  and  how  much  our 

*  prefent  Happinefs  is  owing  to  your  paternal  Love  and  Care 

*  for  your  People,  we  will  with  tlie  greateft  Chearfulnefs 

*  grant  the  neceflary  Supplies  for  the  current  Service  of  the 

*  Year  ;  and  your  Majefty  will  always  find  fuch  Returns  of 

*  Duty  and  Gratitude  from  us,    as  the  beft  of  Kings  may 

*  expeft  from  the  moft  loyal  Subjeds,  fully  convinced    that 

*  the  only  End  of  your  Majeft)''s  aufpicious  Government,  is 

*  the  Protedion  and  Profperity  of  your  People.' 

To  this  Addrefs  his  Majefty  gave  the  following  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
**  T  Return  you  my  Thanks  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  Ad-  The  King'?  An« 
"  X  drefs.     I  make   no  Doubt  of  the  Continuance  of  your  "  "'  "'"'^'"'' 
*'  Duty,  Affedion  and  Confidence  in  me  ;  and  you  will  al- 
**  ways  find  that  all  my  Views  tend  to  the  Honour,  Intereft, 
*'  and  Security  of  my  Crown  and  People." 

January  1 8.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  refolv'd  to  grant  a  a  Supply  vot&j. 
Supply  to  his  Majefty,  and   the   ufual  Eftimates  were   laid 
before  them. 

Jan.  25.  Mr  Sandys  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  Bill,  for  The Pe;ifion-Bia 
making  more  effedual  the  Laws  in  Bdng  for  difabling  Per-  '"''^^"-^^  '"» 
fons  from  being  chofen  Members  of,  or  fitting  or  voting  ia 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  any  Pennon  duriiig  Plea- 
fure,  or  for  any  Number  oi  "\'ears,  or  any  Ofiices  held  iix 
Truft  for  them  ;  which  was  received  and  read  a  firft  Time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Jan.  26.  The  Commons  beinc;  in  a  Grand  Committee  en  neb.itc  on  the 
the  Supply,  Sir   *  W'llliam   Strickland  mov'd,   *  That  tlie  ^^  ''*'  '^■'='» 
Number  of  efleftive  iVIen,  for  Guards  and  Garrifons  in  Great-  ?ij  w.  s:.-;;W.irA 
Britain,  and  for  Guernfey  and    Jerfey  for  the  Year    1732, 
fhould  be,  including    1815   Livalids,    and  555  Men  whicii 

the 
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Anno  5.  Geo.  U. 

1731-52 


Lord  ^b)rpeth• 


Mr  Watkin  Wil 
liams  Wynne. 

totd  Hervey. 


<       104      ) 

the  fix  independent  Companies  confift  of  for  the  Service  of 
the  Highlands,  17,709  Men,  Commiffion  and  Non-CommiC- 
fion  Officers  included.  In  Support  of  this  Motion  he  endea- 
voured to  {hew,  *  That  though  the  publick  Tranquility  was 
happily  and  fully  elbiblifhed,  yet  it  was  neceffary  for  us  to 
keep  up  at  leail  the  Number  of  Troops  he  had  propofed, 
till  we  fhould  fee  how  thofe  Meafures,  by  which  the  Publick 
Tranquility  had  been  ellablifhed,  fhould  be  approved  of  by 
the  other  Powers  of  Europe,  who  had  not  then  declared  their 
Sentiments  upon  that  Subjeft.' 

Hereupon  Lord  Morpeth  Hood  up,    and  having  ftiewed 
how  dangerous  it  was  to  the  Liberties  of  this  Nation,  to  keep 
up  a  numerous  Standing  Army  in  Time  of  Peace ;  his  Lord- 
fhip  moved  ♦  That  the  Number  fhould  be  reduced  to  12,000 
effeftive  Men  ;    and   was  backed  by   Mr  Watkin  Williams 
Wynne :  But  they  were  oppos'd  by  the  Lord  Hervey,  who 
fjjokc  next  as  follows. 
Sir, 
Though  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  this  Nation,  both 
abroad  and  at  home,  be  now  by  his  Majelcy's  wife  Condudt 
ellablifhed,  in  all  Probability,  upon  a  firm  and  lafling  Foun- 
dation, yet  a   wife  People  ought  always  to  be  upon  their 
Guard  againft  the  worfl   that  may  happen.     The  Publick 
Quiet  both  abroad  and  at  home  depends  upon  the  Views  and 
Inclinations  of  Men  ;  and  we  know  by  Experience,  that  no- 
thing is  more  fickle   and  variable  ;   we  ought  not  therefore 
to  do  any  Thing  that  may  turn  the  Inclinations  of  our  Ene- 
mies towards  diilurbing  us,  or  that  may  give  them  any  Views  ' 
of  Succefs  in  any  fuch  Attempts ;   the  only  Method  to  pre- 
vent the  having  any   fuch   Inclinations,  or  conceiving  any 
fuch  Hope?,  is  to  keep  up  a  good  Army  of  regular  Forces, 
The  Number  moved  for,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  the  leaft  that 
can  be  thought  of  by  any  Man,  who  has  a  true  Regard  for 
the  Quiet  and  Profperity  of  this  Nation,  and  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  the  Protellant  SuccefTion  in  his  Majelly's  moil  illuf- 
trious  F.imily. 

Every  Man  knows.  Sir,  and  every  Man  ought  to  refleft 
upon  it  with  Concern,  that  we  never  did  yet  reduce  our 
Army,  but  that  Redudlion  was  the  Occafion  of  feme  Plot 
or  Machination  againll  us :  Did  not  the  fmall  Number 
of  our  Forces,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  late  Majefty's  Reign, 
fpirit  up  and  encourage  that  wicked  and  unnatural  Rebellion 
that  was  raifed  againll  him  ?  After  that  Infurredlion  was  hap- 
pily quelled,  we  made  a  Reduftion  of  the  Army,  what  were 
the  Confequences  ?  The  Army  was  no  fconer  reduced,  but 
our  Enemies  began  to  think  of  taking  Advantage  cf  it;  we 
were  not  only  tiireatncd  with  a  new  Infurreftion  at  home, 
but  likcwife  with  an  Iiivafion  from  Spain,  ^Ste  /W.  I.  />.  374-] 

By 


(    105    ) 

By  good  Management  and  good  Luck,  their  Attempts  were  Anno  5.  Geo.  w 

fruftrated,  their  Hopes  were  rendered  abortive  ;  and  when       „— ^'-^'   j 

v/e  found  ourfelves   quiet  and  eafy,  we  again  reduced  our 

Army.     This  Redudtion  revived  again  the   Hopes  of  our 

Enemies,  they  began  again  to  plot  and  to  cabal  againft  us, 

under  the  Management,  and    by  the  Advice  of  the  late  Bi- 

fhop  of  Rochefter  ;  [See  Vol.  I.  /.  301 .]  but  their  Schemes 

were  defeated  by  a  timely  and  feafonable  Difcovery,  and  the 

wicked  Authors  fuiFered  the  moft  moderate  Punifhment  that 

the  Juftice  of  the  Nation  could  inflidt. 

*  Though  every  Thing  be  .it  prelent  quiet  and  eafy,  yet  we 
muft  no::  imagine  that  we  have  no  Enemies,  or  that  they 
have  loll  their  former  Watchfulnefs  ;  as  long  as  we  have  3 
good  and  brave  Army  for  our  Support,  they  know  they  dare 
not  break  out  into  any  open  Afts  of  Violence :  But  the 
many  fcandalous  and  feditious  Libels  that  are  every  Day 
publilhed  againft  the  Government,  and  the  many  Scribblers 
that  are  employ 'd  to  vilify  and  afperfe  his  Majefty  and  his 
Adminftration,  and  to  fow  DifafFeftion  and  Difcontent  a- 
mong  the  People,  is  an  evident  Sign  that  we  have  as  yet 
jnany  Enemies,  even  within  our  Bolom,  who  would  probably 
think  of  making  ufe  of  other  Weapons  than  the  Pen,  if  we 
fhould  be  fo  unwife  as  to  afford  them  the  leall  Hopes  of 
Succefs,  by  making  a  great  Redudion  in  our  Army ;  and 
therefore  I  am  for  continuing  the  Army,  for  this  Year  at 
leaft,  upon  the  Footing  that  was  firft  propofed. 

Lord  Hervey  having  done  fpeaking,  Mr  Walter  Plomer  MrWalt.Piomci; 
xeplied,  '  That  the  moll:  weighty  Argument  made  ufe  of  by 
the  noble  Lord,  feem'd  to  be,  that  there  was  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Scribblers  employed  to  write  againft  the  Government  ; 
but  for  his  part,  he  could  not  fee  why  that  was  a  fufficient 
Reafon  for  keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  of  Soldiers.  If 
Scribbling  gave  the  Government  any  Uneafinefs,  or  made 
them  dream  of  Danger,  he  thought  the  beft  Way  would  be 
to  employ  an  Army  of  Scribblers  to  defend  them,  for  he 
did  not  doubt  but  a  fufficient  Number  of  fuch  might  be 
found,  who  would  lift  upon  that  Side  where  they  expefted 
they  could  make  the  moft  Advantage. 

Sir  *  William  Yonge  then  fpoke  as  follows,  sj^  -yv.  Yonge: 

Mr  Speaker, 

*  The  Queftion  now  before  us  is  not  any  way  relating 
to  the  Prefervation  or  the  Lofs  of  our  Liberties  ;  we  are 
not  to  fuppofe,  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  his  Majefty  is  to 
employ  the  Forces  we  are  to  keep  on  foot  in  any  illegal 
Way  ;  or  that  he  is  to  make  ufe  of  them,  or  of  any  other 

Vol.   IL  O  Means 

•  yippoiritt;d  a,  J^nri  n/  the  Trsjifmy,  ATay  8,  1 730,  in  the  riKm  of 
Sir  Ch^r-ks  Xurno-y  mudi  a.  Tiller  i-fthe  Exdfansr, 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  11.  Means  to  encroach  upon  the  Liberties  of  our  Country.  We 
■  '!!'  '^  t  have  had  fufhcient  Experience  of  his  Majefty's  Wifdom  and 
Goodnei's  not  to  entertain  the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  any  fuch 
Defign  ;  all  that  liis  Majefty  wants  is,  that  we  will  take  a 
Care  to  keep  up  a  Parlianientary  Force,  fufficient  for  enab- 
ling him  to  repel  any  Attack  that  may  be  made  upon  our 
Country,  or  upon  our  ConlHtution.  His  Majefty  defires  no- 
thing but  what  may  be  necelTary  for  preferving  us  in  the 
happy  and  quiet  State  in  which  we  are  at  prefent,  and  for 
continuing  and  protedling  the  free  Enjoyment  of  thofe  Li- 
berties and  Privileges  for  which  he  has  always  (hewn  fo  great 
a  Regard.  While  this  is  the  Ufe  that  is  to  be  made  of  our 
Standing-Army,  I  cannot  think  that  the  Number  propofed  is 
at  all  too  large,  and  if  any  other  Ufe  were  to  be  made  of 
them,  I  hope,  I  fliould  be  as  ready  as  any  Man  in  this  Houfe 
to  oppofe  any  fuch  Meafures  ;  but  as  long  as  the  Continu- 
ance of  the  Army  depends  upon  the  Refolutions  of  Parlia- 
ment from  Year  to  Year,  there  is,  I  think,  no  Danger  of 
any  fuch  Meafures  being  entered  upon,  or  ever  fo  much  as 
thought  of;  the  Parliament  will  always  have  it  in  their 
Power  to  put  a  Stop  to  fuch  Meafures  in  their  Infancy,  and 
long  before  they  can  be  made  efredtual,  or  fo  much  as  brought 
to  any  Maturity ;  and  I  hope  it  never  will  be  imagined, 
that  the  Parliament  will  join  in  any  Meafures  for  enllaving 
the  People. 

•  The  prefent  Quellion  is  not,  whether  we  fliall  eftablifli  a 
Standing  Army  to  continue  for  ever,  or  for  any  Term  of 
Years  ?  It  is  only  about  continuing  the  Number  now  pro- 
pofed for  one  Year  longer,  till  wc  fee  how  tlie  Treaties  we 
have  lately  made  are  relifhed  by  fome  foreign  Powers :  If 
they  Ihould  happen  not  to  approve  of  the  Meafures  we  have 
taken  for  ellablifhing  the  general  Good  and  Tranquility  of 
Europe,  our  keeping  up  of  our  Standing  Army  will  prevent 
them  from  taking  any  Aleafurcs  for  difturbing  that  Peace 
and  Tranquility  fo  lately  fettled  and  el^iablifljed  ;  as  long  as 
they  find  tliat  we  are  in  a  Capacity  to  compel  their  Confent, 
they  wiJl  at  leaft  diffjmble  and  conceal  their  Diflike.  If  at 
the  Expiration  of  the  enfuing  Year  we  find,  that  all  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe  are  quiet  and  eafy  ;  if  we  then  find 
that  they  are  willing  to  reft  fatisfied  with  thofe  Meafures 
which  have  been  agreed  upon,  we  may  then  leflen  the  Num- 
ber of  our  Forces  if  we  think  fit,  and  one  Year's  Expence 
of  maintaining  5  or  6000  Men,  is  but  a  Trifle  in  compari- 
fon  with  the  Lofs  this  Nation  may  fuftain,  by  expoiing  Eu- 
rope and  iifclf  to  the  Danger  of  a  new  War. 

*  Ic  is  well  knov-n.  Sir,  how  fatal  it  was  to  Europe,  how 
fatal  it  was  to  this  Nation  in  particular,  the  Difhanding  of  our 
.Army  afier  the  Peace  of  Kyi  wick  ;   King  William  had  too 

much 
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much  Wifdom  and  Penetration  not  to  forefee  the  Confe-  Anno  j.  Geo.  ft. 
quences  of  fo  wrong  a  Step,  and  therefore  he  oppofed  it  with 
all  his  Might  ;  but  his  well  founded  Reafons  could  not  pre- 
vail againft  the  Spirit  of  that  Faftion  and  Party,  which  was 
fo  troublefome  to  him  during  his  whole  Reign,  and  pre- 
vented this  Nation's  reaping  all  thofe  Advantages  it  might 
have  done  from  his  prudent  Adminiftration.  After  this  mif- 
chievous  Refolution  was  carried  againft  him,  and  the  brave 
Army,  which  he  had  been  at  fo  much  Pains  to  difcipline  and 
train  up,  was  in  Purfuance  thereof  difoanded,  he  faw  him- 
felf  in  no  Condition  to  oppofe  or  prevent  the  French  King's 
taking  PofTeffion  of  the  whole  Kingdom  of  Spain,  upon  the 
Demife  of  the  then  King,  who  was  even  at  that  Time  in  fo 
lingering  a  Condition,  that  his  Death  was  every  Day  ex- 
pelled, which  made  the  Refolution  for  difbanding  our  Army 
at  fo  critical  a  Junfture  the  more  ridiculous  ;  therefore  King 
William  found  himfelf  under  a  Sort  of  Neceffity  of  entering 
into  the  Partition  Treaty,  which  was  afterwards  fo  much 
cenfured  in  this  Houfe,  and  v/as  certainly  a  Treaty  tiiat  he 
never  would  have  agreed  to,  but  only  that  he  thought  it 
was  neceffary  to  give  the  French  a  fmall  Part  of  the  Spanifli 
Dominions,  in  order  to  prevent  their  getting  hold  of  the 
Whole. 

*  We  have  feen.  Sir,  the  good  EfFefls  of  agreeing  with  his 
Majefty  in  the  Meafures  he  propofed  for  bringing  about  the 
Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  Europe  ;  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  the  Continuing  of  the  Heffian  Troops  in 
our  Pay  was  one  of  the  principal  Caufes  of  the  Succefs  of 
his  Majefty's  Negotiations,  and  I  think  the  Event  has  juf- 
tified  me  and  every  one  who  agreed  with  his  Majeflv  in  that 
Meafure  ;  as  I  was  then  of  Opinion,  that  the  Continuing  of 
the  Pleffian  Troops  in  our  Pay  was  abfolutely  neceilAry  for 
bringing  about  thofe  good  Ends  which  have  been  th(^reby 
efFedluated,  fo  now  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  the  keeping  up 
the  Number  of  our  own  Forces  propofed,  is  a  Meafure  that 
is  abfolutely  necelTary  for  preferving  that  Tranquility  whidi 
is  but  jufi:  eftablifned. 

*  But  if  there  were  no  Fears  from  abroad,  if  there  were' 
no  Danger  of  any  Foreign  Powers  attempting  to  difturb  the 
Tranquility  of  Europe,  yet  the  Prefervation  even  of  our 
own  Liberties,  and  of  the  Proteilant  Succeffion,  make  it  ne- 
ceffary to  continue  the  whole  Kum.ber  propofed  of  our  own 
Troops  in  our  Pay  ;  for  though  I  am  very  far  from  think- 
ing, that  the  Generality,  or  that  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
People  are  difcfFedled,  becaufe  I  always  reckon  that  th^  Af- 
feftion  of  the  People  is  to  be  meafured  by  the  AfFcdticn  of 
their  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament ;  yet  I  am  fony  to  fiy, 
that  there  is  itill  a  Spirit  of  Jacobitifm  in  the  Country  ; 

O  2  though 
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Anno  5.  Ceo.  II.  though  it  be  at  prefent  dormant,  it  is  not  quite  extinguifhed, 
as  may  appear  from  the  Treatment  lately  given  to  a  Petition 
for  erefting  the  Statue  of  King  William  *,  tl.at  great  King, 
who  had  delivered  us  from  fo  many  Evils,  and  who  had  pre- 
vented our  falling  into  the  moft  abjedl  Slavery  that  ever  a 
People  were  brought  into  ;  yet  a  Petition  for  eretting  a 
Statue  in  Memory  of  this  glorious  King  met  with  luch  Con- 
tempt, as  could  not  be  given  by  any  but  thofe  who  are 
moft  enthufiaftically  led  by  that  evil  Spirit ;  and  while  there 
are  any  great  Remains  of  that  Spirit  in  the  Country,  the 
Government  never  can  be  fafe,  nor  can  the  Peace  or  Quiet 
of  the  Nation  be  fecured,  without  keeping  up  fuch  a  Num- 
ber of  regular  Forces  as  may  deprive  fuch  People  of  all 
Hopes  of  Succefs.  For  which  Reafons,  .Sir,  I  Ihall  give 
my  Voce  for  keeping  up  the  Number  of  Forces  propofed. 

BirW.Wyndham.  Then  Sir  William  Wyndham  fpoke  as  follows  : 
Sir, 
*  It  has  always  been  looked  on  as  contrary  to  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  Liberties  of  this  Country, 
to  keep  up  a  Standing  Army  in  Time  of  Peace.  This  is 
a  Maxim  that  has  been  handed  down  to  us  from  our  Fore- 
fathers, and  is  certainly  as  true  a  Maxim  as  any  that  ever 
was,  or  ever  can  be  laid  down,  for  the  Prefervation  of  our 
happy  Conftitution.  His  Majefty  has  been  moll  gracioufly 
pieaica  toalTu/e  us  from  the  Tyrone,  ''•  That  the  Exptdtations 
*'  he  hkd  given  u^,  from  Time  to  Time,  of  feeing  the  general 
*'  Trariq  lOiiy  of  Europe  reitored  and  eftablifhed,  are  now  fully 
**  anfwe/'d."  What  have  we  more  to  cxpcd;  ?  do  we  hope 
ever  to  fee  a  Time  when  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  will  be, 
even' to  outward  Appearance,  fo  filly  fatisfied  and  pleafed 
that  no  Jealoufies  nor  private  Anmiofities  do  feem  to  remain  ? 
The  Hope  is  vain,  the  I'hing  is  impcffible,  for  thofe  very 
^eafures  whicli  make  one  e  ..fy  will  always  give  feme  Ap- 
pearance of  Difquiet  to  another  ;  befides,  the  Ambition  of 
Princes  is  fuch,  that  no  general  Satisjaftion  can  be  expefted, 
Jior  can  a  profound  Tranquility  be  hoped  for,  to  remain  for 
any  Time  without  fonic  Diuurbaiice.  Either  now  is  a  pro- 
per Time  for  us  to  reduce  a  Part  of  our  Army,  or  fuch  a 
Time  will  never  happen  ;  and  this  Nation  muft  always  be 
obliged  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  maintaining  a  numerous 
regular  Army,  and  lie  expo  led  to  have  its  Liberties  and  Pri- 
vileges 

*  Th^  old  Conduit  in  Cheapfide^  I^wdon,  heitig  nrder''d  tn  be  pulVd  do'^ny 
to  mak';  that  Street  mire  cimmodio:is,  a  Petition  vjas  prcf^nced  to  the  Conimnn- 
Cour.cil  uy  fome  iitixenSy  defimig  Leave  to  erect  a  Statue  oj  !\ing  William  in 
the  fame  J  lac;  at  their  ozi-n  fole  Exptmce,  vjhich  zvas  refm'd  :  And  upon 
this  Occafion,  one  of  the  Common-Council  made  life  of  thii  remarkable  Ex- 
prejjion,  lix.  That  to  conlent  to  fuch  a  Requeft  would  be  only  le- 
laoving  one  ISuilince  to  fee  up  another. 
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vileges  trampled  upon  by  the  means  of  that  Army,  whenever  Anno  5.  ceo.  11. 
we  ihall  have  a  King  weak  or  ambitious  enough,  or  a  Mini-  ^      ^]}^'}^- 
ftry  wicked  enough,  to  engage  in  fuch  Meafures. 

*  A  much  lefs  Number,  than  we  have  at  prefent,  have  been 
found  fufficient  to  guard  us  both  againlt  Invafions  from  Abroad, 
and  Infurreftions  at  Home,  even  in  the  Time  of  open  War  : 
During  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  long  Wars,  we  had  in  the 
Reigns  both  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne,  a  Body  of  6000 
or  7000  Men  was  thought  all  that  was  requifite  to  be  kept 
in  this  Nation,  for  guarding  us  againft  all  the  Attempts  of  our 
Enemies  foreign  or  domeilick  ;  and  this  fmaliBody  of  Men, 
with  the  AfFedions  of  the  People,  appeared  to  be  fo  fufficient 
for  the  Purpofe  defigned,  that  the  United  Powers  of  France 
and  Spain  never  durft  venture  to  make  an  Invafion  upon  us  ; 
nay,  they  never  fo  much  as  attempted  it  but  once,  and  then 
they  did  it  in  fuch  a  faint  Manner  as  fhewed  they  were  afraid 
of  the  Succefs  of  what  they  were  going  about :  Yet  twery  one 
knows  what  an  Advantage  it  would  have  then  been  to  the 
Frencli  Caufe,  if  they  could  have  made  a  Diverfion,  by  landing 
a  Body  of  Troops  in  this  Ifland. 

'  After  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick  the  Parliament  was  then  fo 
jealous  of  their  Liberties,  and  fo  much  afraid  of  introducing 
the  dangerous  Cuftom  of  keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  in 
time  of  Peace,  that  they  got  the  Army  disbanded  immediately 
after  the  Peace  was  concluded,  and  they  certainly  did  Right 
in  doing  fo.  There  were  no  fatal  Confequences  from  thence 
enfued,  nor  could  the  Difbanding  of  our  Army  give  the  leall 
Occafion  to  the  Partition-Treaty  :  Spain  was  then  in  a  Man- 
ner our  own,  they  were  upon  our  Side,  and  were  heartily 
engaged,  or  would  have  engaged,  in  any  tolerable  Meafures 
for  preventing  the  French  King's  taking  Poffeffion  of  all,  or 
of  any  Part  of  their  Territories ;  but  by  that  pernicious 
Treaty,  which  was  even  before  the  Conclufion  of  it,  and 
before  the  fatal  EfFefts  it  produced  were  felt,  ftrenuouily  op- 
pofed  by  feme  of  our  own  Minifters,  and  was  afterwards  (o 
juflly  cenfured  in  Parliament,  the  Spaniards  were  forced  to 
throw  themfelves  into  the  Arms  of  France  ;  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  accept  of  the  Proteftion  of  France,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  Monarchy  from  being  rent  and  torn  to  Pieces,  in 
purfuance  of  that  ridiculous  Scheme  agreed  upon  by  the 
Treaty  of  Partition.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  falie  Step  by 
which  we  loil  the  whole  Monarchy  of  Spain,  we  loft  no- 
thing by  having  difbanded  our  Army  ;  for  immediately  upon 
the  War's  breaking  out  afrefti,  we,  in  Conjunftion  with  our 
Allies,  not  only  raifed  fuch  an  Army  as  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  have  defended  Spain,  but  was  found  to  be  an 
Over-Match  for  the  joint  Powers  of  France  and  Spain,  affifled 
by  tlieir  new  Ally  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  whom  we  had  like- 
wife 
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juiBo  y.  Gao.  11.  Wife  difobUged,  and  thrown  into  the  Scale  againft  as  by 
'^"^-'i  ,  f  the  Second  Partition-Treaty.  And  confidering  the  great 
Succefs  of  our  Arms  in  this  laft  War,  and  the  fmall  Num- 
ber of  regular  Forces  we  had  in  Pay  before  it  broke  out, 
I  think  we  may  from  thence  moft  certainly  conclude,  that 
there  never  can  be  any  Neceffity,  or  really  fo  much  as  a  Pre- 
tence, for  keeping  up  fuch  a  numerous  Standing- Army  in 
time  of  Peace,  as  we  have  at  prefent  in  the  Ifland  of  Great 
Britain  alone. 

*  Sir,  The  brave  and  bold  Spirit  which  the  Britifh  Subjefts 
naturally  have  is  well  known  ;  our  Enemies  have  often  felt 
it  to  their  Coft  ;  I  hope  the  fame  Spirit  itill  remains,  I  hope  we 
have  Men  enough  in  Britain  who  have  Refolution  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  any  Invaiion  whatever,  though  there  were 
not  fo  much  as  one  Red-Coat  in  the  whole  Kingdom.  It  is 
upon  the  Bravery  of  our  Subjefb,  upon  the  natural  Courage 
of  our  Men,  that  we  ought  principally  to  depend  for  the  Pro- 
teftion  and  Safety  of  our  Country  againft  a  Foreign  Enemy  : 
By  trufling  to  this  we  have  continued  for  many  Years  to  be 
a  happy  and  free  People,  and  as  foon  as  we  begin  to  put  our 
Truft  in  any  thing  elfe,  our  Happinefs  and  our  Liberty  will 
be  at  an  End,  and  a  State  of  Mifery  and  Slavery  muft  foon 
after  enfue. 

*  As  to  the  Difaffeftion  that  is  pretended  to  be  in  the  Country, 
it  is  nothing  but  a  Pretence,  and  it  will  always  be  a  Pre- 
tence :  I  hope.  Sir,  it  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  our  ordinary 
Civil  Officers  are  fufficient  to  feize,  and  our  common  Goals 
capable  to  hold  all  the  DifafFe(^ed  in  the  Kingdom  :  Bat  I 
muft  fay  that  the  Continuing  of  a  Standing-Army,  even  from 
Year  to  Year,  will  certainly  make  the  DifafFeftion  increafe, 
and  will  make  it  fpread  through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  ;  the 
People  never  can  be  eafy  under  the  Load  of  Taxes  and  the 
many  Oppreffions,  which  always  are,  and  always  muft  be,  the 
Coniequences  of  keeping  up  a  numerous  Standing-Army  in 
any  Country.  Our  People  are  naturally  jealous  of  their  Li- 
berties ;  the  Continuing  of  the  Army  thus  from  Yeai'  to  Year 
will  make  them  conclude,  that  they  are  never  to  be  relieved 
therefrom  by  Parliament  ;  this  may  make  them  defpair  of 
preferving  their  Liberty  by  any  peaceable  Method,  and  may 
make  them  engage  againft  one  another  in  a  cruel  Civil  War, 
for  the  Prefervation  of  thofe  Liberties  which  they  judge  to  be 
in  imminent  Danger  :  Thefe  may  be  the  Confeqaences,  but 
woe  to  thofe  Men  who  advife  fuch  Meafures  as  may  produce 
fuch  fatal  EiFefts !  I  wifh  that  neither  God  nor  Man  may  ever 
pardon  the  Authors  of  fo  much  Mifer)' ! 

'  We  have  heard  much.  Sir,  of  the  Diftindion  between  a 
Standing  Army,  and  a  Parliamentary  Army  ;  for  my  part,  I 
can  fee  no  Difference ;   a  Standi.ng-Army  is    a  Standing 

Army 


(       HI       ) 

Army,  let  it  be  authorized  by  Parliament  or  not ;  the  People 
may  meet  with  the  fame  Oppreffions  from  both,  and  both 
mull  be  maintained  at  the  People's  Expence.  I  join  with 
the  worthy  Member,  who  fpoke  laft,  in  Opinion,  that  the  Af- 
fections of  the  People  ought  to  be  meafured  by  the  AfFefti- 
ons  of  their  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament ;  it  has  always  been 
fo  hitherto  ;  the  Subjefts,  when  they  fufpefted  that  the  Crown 
was  making  any  Incroachments  upon  their  Liberties,  al- 
ways pleafed  themfelves  with  the  Thoughts  that  they  would 
find  a  fure  Redrefs  from  their  Reprefentatives  affembled  in 
Parliament ;  upon  them  they  always  depend  for  a  certain 
Remedy  for  all  their  real  or  even  imaginary  Wrongs ;  but  if 
this  Houfe  fhall  thus  from  Year  to  Year  agree  to  the  Con- 
tinuance of  a  Standing-Army,  I  am  afraid  this  will  no  longer 
continue  to  be  a  Rule  for  meafuring  the  Peoples  AfFedlions  : 
The  People  will  begin  to  look  upon  Us  not  as  their  Repre- 
fentatives, or  as  the  Guardians  of  their  Liberties,  but  as  the 
infignificant  Tools  of  a  Court,  and  the  hireling  Supporters 
of  an  Adminiftration.' 

To  this  Mr  Henry  Pelham  replied,  '  That  as  long  as  the  Mr  H.  relham. 
Army  was  regularly  paid,  and  ilridt  Difcipline  kept  up,  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  People  could  meet  with  any  Injuitice 
from  them  ;  and  as  long  as  they  were  fubjedl  to  be  reduced 
or  disbanded  by  the  Parliament,  whenever  it  was  thought 
convenient,  they  never  could  be  employed  againft  the  Liber- 
ties and  Privileges  of  the  Subjedls ;  therefore  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  fmall  Number  now  propofed  could  ever  raife 
any  Dilcontent  or  Jealoufy  in  the  Minds  of  the  People  :  But 
he  joined  heartily  with  the  honourable  Member,  vWio  fpoke 
laft,  in  wilhing,  that  neither  God  nor  Man  might  ever  for- 
give thofe,  who  were  or  Ihould  be  the  Occafion  of  our  being 
obliged  to  fight  for  our  Liberties ;  yet  the  Cafe,  he  faid,  had 
happened  ;  we  had  been  obliged  to  fight  for  our  Liberties,  and 
every  thing  that  was  dear  to  us ;  and  yet  notwithftanding, 
many  of  thofe,  who  had  been  principally  the  Occafion  thereof, 
had  been  forgiven  at  leaft  by  Man/ 

Then  Mr  Barnard  faid,  '  Tliat  he  could  not  agree  to  the  Mr  Barnard* 
Continuing  of  the  Army  upon  the  Footing  propofed,  becaufe 
we  had  been  alTured  by  his  Majcfty  that  tiicre  was  a  pro- 
found Tranquility  abroad ;  and  if  there  was  any  Party  at 
home  againlt  the  Protcftant  Succellion,  he  was  convinced  it 
was  fo  infignificant  that  it  v/as  not  worth  taking  Notice  of  : 
That  the  Setting  up,  or  not  Settim;;  up  King  William's 
Statue,  could  be  no  Argument  for  proving  that  there  was  a 
Spirit  of  J.'icabitifm  intiie  Country  :  That  for  his  part,  he  wifh- 
ed  that  the  Propofal  had  been  agreed  to,  and  tiiat  the  Statue 
had  been  fet  up  ;  hue  iie  was  lure  that  the  late  Oppofition 
that  was  made  to  it,  and  tlic;  rcfjfing  to  fet  it  up  in  the  Place 
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^ropofed,  did  not  proceed  from  any  DIfaffe£Uon  to  the  Go^ 
vernment,  or  from  any  Diflike  of  the  Revolution ;  there 
were  many  other  Reafons  to  be  affigned  for  that  Refufal, 
which  by  the  Generality  of  the  People,  who  were  concerned 
in  that  Matter,  were  thought  to  be  of  Weight  enough  to 
make  them  give  their  Negative  at  that  Time.' 
Sir  p.  Yorke.  Sir  Philip  Yorke  fpoke  next. 

Sir, 

*  It  is  certainly  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation  to  render  itfelf  as 
confiderable  as  poffible  amongft  its  Neighbours  ;  for  the 
greater  Opinion  they  have  of  our  Strength  and  Power,  the 
lefs  apt  they  will  be  to  undertake  any  Expeditions  or  Inva- 
fions  againii  us,  and  the  more  eafy  it  will  be  for  us  to  obtain 
from  them  any  Advantages  or  Immunities,  which  we  may 
think  neceflary  for  improving  the  Trade  and  increafmg  the 
Riches  of  the  Kingdom,  There  is  nothing  contributes  more 
to  the  Power  and  Strength  of  a  People  than  Unanimity  and 
Concord  among  themfelves :  A  faftious  divided  People  are 
never  able  to  do  much  good  to  themfelves  or  their  Friends, 
nor  any  great  Injury  to  their  Enemies  and  Rivals.  The  only 
Thing  then,  that  can  make  this  Nation  confiderable  in  the 
Eyes  of  Foreigners,  is  a  hearty  Union  and  Agreement  be- 
tween his  Majefly  and  his  Parliament  j  this  it  is  which  has 
produced  that  happy  Tranquility  which  we  now  enjoy,  and 
which  by  our  Influence  has  been  communicated  to  the  reil  of 
Europe,  and  in  a  Manner  forced  upon  fome  of  the  Princes 
thereof;  feme  of  them  had  Inclination  enough  to  have  raifed 
Commotions,  and  to  have  difturbed  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of 
their  Neighbours,  but  they  durll:  not  venture  upon  it,  when 
they  found  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Parliament 
would  join  heartily  in  the  fame  Meafures  againit  them :  It 
may  be  fuppofed  that  the  fame  Inclinations  ftiU  remain,  they 
only  watch  for  an  Opportunity  to  follow  them ;  the  leail 
Difagreement  between  his  Majefly  and  his  Parliament  will 
afford  them  what  they  wifh,  what  they  long  for,  and  there- 
upon the  Flames  of  War  will  break  out  afrefh  ;  for  preferv- 
ing  therefore  the  Tranquility  which  by  our  Influence  has 
been  eftabliflied,  it  is  neceltary  to  continue  the  Means  by 
which  we  have  been  able  to  accomplifh  fo  good  a  Defign, 
for  which  Rcalbn  I  am  for  agreeing  with  what  has  been 
propofed.' 

Mi  Wal.  P]omer,       Then  Mr  Walter  Plomer,  fpoke  as  follows. 
Sir, 

*  If  I  thought  that  the  Continuing  the  Number  of  Forces 
propofed  were  necefTary  for  prcfervir.g  the  Publick  Tran- 
quility, either  at  Home  or  Abroad,  or  for  any  other  good 
End  whatever,  I  Ihould  join  moil:  heartily  in  the  Propof;d.  It 
is  certain,  that  the  Continuing  of  fo  great  an  Army  in  time 
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of  a  profound  Peace  may  be  of  dangerous  Confequence  to  our  Anno  j.  Geo.  it. 
Conftitiition ;  and  it  always  muft  be  oppreffive  as  wetl  as 
burthenfome  to  the  People ;  therefore  nothing  but  an  abfo- 
lute  Neceffity  Ought  to  prevail  upon  us  to  continue  a  Stand- 
ing-Army. From  paft  Times  we  may  be  able  to  form  a 
Judgment  of  the  prefent  j  from  what  has  happened  heretofore 
we  may  judge,  whether  there  be  at  prefent  any  abfolute  Ne- 
r.efTity  for  keeping  up  fuch  a  Number  of  Regular  Forces. 
During  the  whole  Time  of  the  late  War  in  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  there  were  but  6  or  7000  Men  of  Regular 
Forces  kept  in  this  Kingdom,  andthefe  were  found  fufficient, 
though  the  Pretender  was  then  openly  entertained  at  the 
French  Court,  and  was  but  a  few  Days  Journey  diftant  from 
us  ;  it  was  then  much  eafier  to  carry  on  a  Correfpondence 
between  him  and  his  Friends  in  this  Country  than  at  prefent^ 
and  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  he  had  more  of  them  than  he 
has  now  ;  for  by  the  very  Nature  of  Things  they  muft  be 
daily  decreafing,  and  will  at  laft  wear  quite  out,  if  wrong 
Meafures  at  Home  do  not  prevent  it ;  yet  notwithftanding 
the  fmall  number  of  Forces  then  kept  in  the  Kingdom,  they 
were  never  able  to  give  the  Government  any  great  Diftur- 
bance  or  Uneafmefs  ;  therefore  I  muft  conclude,  that  for 
preventing  any  Attempts  from  the  Pretender  or  his  Party  in 
the  Kingdom,  a  greater  Number  is  now  not  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary,  but  is  ratiier  quite  unneceiTary  and  fuperiiaous. 

'  As  foon  as  that  War  wv.z  at  an  End  oar  Troops  were  im- 
mediately disbanded,  and  the  Army  reduced  to  about  6000 
IVJen  ;  it  was  not  however  at  that  Time  pretended,  that  it 
Was  r.eceiTary  to  keep  our  Army  on  Foot  till  it  fhould  be 
feen  how  the  Treaty  we  had  made  Ihould  be  relifhed  by  Fo- 
reign Powers,  or  that  there  was  any  Danger  of  the  War's 
breaking  out  afrefh  in  cafe  we  fhould,  for  the  Safety  of  our 
Conftitution,  and  the  Eafe  of  our  People,  disband  our  Re- 
gular Forces.  Yet  I  have  fo  great  a  Refredl  fo:  her  Majeily's 
Memory,  that  I  cannot  believe  fi^e  had  any  Views  of  favoiir- 
>ng  the  Pretender  or  his  Intereft,  either  at  Home  or  Abroad  ; 
and  with  this  fmall  Number  of  Regular  Forces  at  Home,  we 
found,  that  not  only  the  general  Tranquility  of  Europe  was 
preferved,  but  upon  the  (^een's  Demife  the  Proteftant  Suc- 
ceffion  took  Place  without  the  leail  Difturbance  or  Oppofi- 
tion.  There  was,  it  is  true,  a  Rebellion  broke  out  {on\S 
Time  after,  and  thereupon  the  Army  was  augmented,  but  that 
Rebellion  was  cruflied  even  before  the  Augmenuition  v.'as 
made ;  the  6coo  or  7000  Troops  we  had  in  our  Pay 
at  Home  v/erc  found  fufficient  for  fupprcHipg  that  Infarrec- 
fion  ;  and  notwithftanding  this  fmail  Nu'iiber  of  Forces 
we  had  on  Foot,  and  this  InfurreiElion  tiiat  v/as  at  the  fame 
Time  raifed  againft  his  iate  Majeity,  yet  v.  c  find  t)iat  i\z.ut  of 

V  o  L.  II.  P  ih* 


(     iH    ) 

Anno  J.  Geo.  11.  the  Powers  Abroad  ever  offbr'd  either  to  difturb  us  or  any  of 
I  '—'—'if  their  Neighbours.  Thus  we  find  that  in  former  Times,  and 
~  that  very  lately  too,  the  Publick  Tranquility  has  been  pre- 
ferved,  both  Abroad  and  at  Home,  by  a  little  more  than  one 
Third  of  the  Regular  Forces  now  propofed  to  be  kept  on  Foot  ; 
for  what  End  then  can  fuch  a  Number  be  propofed,  or  for 
what  Reafon  fhould  we  agree  to  it  ?  For  my  part,  I  can  find 
none,  but  very  ftrong  Reafons  for  oppofing  it  as  much  as 
lies  in  my  Power. 

*  I  muft  fay.  Sir,  that  it  is  not  to  the  Diminution  or  Re- 
duftion  of  our  Regular  Forces,  that  any  Attempts  againll 
us  ever  were,  or  ever  can  be  owing  ;  fuch  Attempts,  ei- 
ther by  Invafions  or  Infurreftlons,  mult  always  arife  from  our 
Government's  purfuing  Meafures  by  which  DifalFeftion  and 
Difcontent  are  fowed  among  the  People  ;  when  the  People 
are  generally  difaffeflcd,  the  iVlalecontents  will  gather  Con- 
fidence from  their  Numbers ;  and  our  Neighbours  will,  upon 
every  Occafion,  be  ready  to  invade  us,  when  they  are  fure 
of  meeting  with  a  powerful  Support  and  Afhftance  from  the 
People  themfelves.  There  is  no  one  Meafure  more  apt  to 
fpread  a  general  DifafFeftion  among  the  People  than  that  of 
keeping  up  a  numerous  Standing  Army  ;  this  was  one  of  the 
principal  Things  that  ruin'd  the  late  King  James,  and  alie- 
nated from  him  the  Peoples  AfFeftions  almolt  to  a  Man  :  He 
had  to  truft  to  even  a  more  numerous  Army  than  that  at  pre- 
fent  demanded  ;  but  what  was  the  Confequence  ?  That  Army 
was  fo  far  from  fecuring  him  againft  the  general  Difcontent 
of  the  People,  that  they  themfelves,  like  honeft  Men  as 
they  were,  joined  in  the  general  Defeftion,  and  contributed 
to  the  Overthrow  of  tiie  Man  who  unjuftly  put  his  whole 
Truft  and  Confidence  in  them.  I  hope,  Sir,  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  Armies  will  always  behave  fo  ;  I  hope  they  will  always 
be  fo  faithful  to  their  Country  as  to  forfake  the  Man  who 
has  a  Mind  to  enflave  it ;  but  this  is  net  to  be  depended  on  ; 
however,  the  Example  fhews  that  any  Army  breeds  Difaf- 
fcdlion  among  the  People,  and  that  even  an  Army  cannot  be 
much  depended  on  by  that  King,  who  by  putting  his  whole 
Confidence  in  them,  has  incurred  the  Difpleafure  of  the  Peo- 
ple. Therefore  from  the  fincere  AfFedion  I  have  for  the 
prefent  El'cablifhment,  I  muft  be  againft  continuing  fuch  a 
great  Number  of  Regular  Forces  in  this  Kingdom. 

Mr  H.  Wa'pcie.         ^^  *  Horatio  Walpole  fpoke  next. 
Sir, 
*  I  am  forry  to  hear  a  Parallel  drawn  by  any  Member  of 
this  Houfe,  between  the  Army  kept  up  by  the  late  King 
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James,  and  the  Army  intended  to  be  kept  up  at  prefent :  King  Anno  j.  Ce«.  ir. 
James's  Army  was  raifed  againft  Law,  was  maintained  y  ^,— ^'Jj^', 
againft  the  Confent  of  the  People,  and  was  employ 'd  in 
overturning  the  Liberties  of  the  People  :  The  prefent  Que- 
ftion  is  about  an  Army  which  is  to  be  kept  up,  according  to 
Law,  and  by  and  with  the  Confent  and  Approbation  of  the 
People.  If  we  look  into  the  Petition  of  Right  itfelf,  what 
does  it  fay  ?  why  that  an  Army  raifed  or  kept  up,  without 
Confent  of  Parliament,  is  contrary  to  the  Conltitution  ;  but  it 
was  never  faid,  that  an  Army  kept  up  by  Confent  of  Par- 
liament is  illegal,  or  any  way  contrary  to  our  happy  Con- 
ftitution  ;  in  this  Refpedl  therefore  no  Parallel  can  be  drawa 
between  the  prefent  Army,  which  is  to  be  kept  up  only  by 
Confent  of  the  People,  and  maintained  by  them,  and  that 
Army  which  was  rais'd  and  maintain'd  by  King  James  him- 
felf,  and  was  fo  far  from  being  with  the  Concurrence  or 
Confent  of  the  People,  that  it  was  to  be  employed  againft 
them  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  no  IVTan  here  fufpeds  that 
the  prefent  Army  is  to  be  employed  in  any  fuch  Manner. 

♦  I  really  believe,  Sir,  and  I  hope  I  am  right,  that  there 
is  but  very  little  Diflatisfaftion  in  the  Nation,  iind  that  the 
Jacobite  Party  is  now  become  very  inconfiderable ;  but  ftill 
that  Party  is  not  to  be  ridiculed  and  made  a  Joke  of:  We  are 
not  fo  much  to  dei'pife  all  Attempts  that  may  be  made  by 
them,  as  not  to  take  any  Meafares  to  provide  ourfelves  againft 
them  ;  fuch  a  Security  is  the  beft  Thing  they  can  wifh  for  ; 
they  would  be  glad  to  be  defpifed  in  fuch  a  Manner.  Gen- 
tlemen may  fay  what  they  will  of  the  little  Confequence  of 
any  Endeavours  that  have  been,  or  may  be  ufed  by  them  ; 
but  the  late  Rebellion  is  a  certain  Teftimony  that  they  are 
not  to  be  too  much  defpifed.  The  Fate  of  the  Kingdom 
was  at  that  Time  brought  even  to  the  Decif:on  of  a  Day, 
and  if  the  Rebels  had  been  fiiccefsful  but  at  Prellon,  I  do  not 
know  what  might  have  been  the  Coafequences ;  I  dread 
to  think  of  them  :  But  let  them  have  been  never  fo  fatal,  if 
the  Liberties  of  this  Nation  had  been  overthrown  by  the 
Succefs  of  thofe  Rebels,  it  would  have  been  entirely  owing 
to  our  having  fo  few  Regular  Forces  on  Foot  at  that  I'ime. 
We  have  efcaped  that  Danger,  but  do  not  let  us  expofc 
ourfelves  every  Day  to  fuch  Dangers  for  the  future,  which 
muft  be  the  necefTary  Confequence  of  reducing  any  Part  of 
the  fmall  Army  now  on  Foot,  and  defiied  to  be  continued. 

*  A  Parliamentaiy  Army  never  yec  did  any  liarm  to  this 
Nation,  bat  Reductions  of  that  Army  have  often  been  fatal. 
I  have  been  alTured  by  a  Miniiler  of  very  great  Confequence 
at  the  Court  of  France,  that  the  reducing  of  our  Army  af- 
ter the  Peace  of  Ryfwick  very  much  encouraged  the  Court 
of  France  to  take  fuch  Mea.lires,  and  to  make  fuch  bold 
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Stq>s  as  tKey  afterwards  did.  They  v/ould  have  been  more 
cautious  if  we  had  kept  ourfelves  in  a  Capacity  of  pouring 
in  a  numerous  Army  upon  them  ;  but  they  faw  that  we  had 
put  it  out  of  our  Power ;  and  therefore  they  defpifed  us. 
The  Redu6lion  of  the  Army  after  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht 
had  not,  by  good  Luck,  all  the  ill  Confequences  that  were 
defigned,  but  the  Rcducticn  was  certainly  made  with  no  good 
Intent.  I  have  a  good  Opinion  enough  of  the  late  Queen, 
Ihe  had  not,  perhaps,  any  ill  Intentions ;  but  I  am  convinced 
that  her  Miniiters  had  laid  a  Scheme  for  overturning  the  Pro- 
tellant  Succtffion  ;  and  they  had  no  other  Way  of  executing 
this  Scheme,  bat  by  petting  free  of  all  thofe  brave  OSccrs 
and  Soldiers  who  had  ferved  their  Country  fo  faithfully  in  the 
late  Wars ;  this  v/as  what  made  the  Army  be  reduced  at  that 
Time  fo  low  as  it  was  :  The  Minifters  knew  that  thofe  ho- 
neft  Officers  would  not  ferve  them  in  the  Execution  of  their 
defirudtive  Schemes,  but  they  took  Care  to  fupply  their 
Place  by  a  Body  of  above  6000  Men,  who  were  privately 
kept  in  Pay,  and  maintained  under  colour  of  Chellea-Hof- 
pital ;  and  the  Confequencc  fhewed  what  Sort  of  Men  thefe 
new  Troops  were,  for  almoil  every  Man  of  them  appeared 
in  Arms  in  the  late  Rebellion  againft  the  Government.  We 
have  heard  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  upon  which  this  Reduc- 
tion was  made,  applauded  by  fome  ;  whether  it  deferves  any 
fuch  Applaufe  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  am  certain,  that  fmca 
that  Time  we  have  been  obliged  to  enter  into  feparatc 
Treaties  and  Negotiations  almoil  with  every  Povvcr  in  Europe, 
for  amending  or  explaining  the  Blunders  of  that  Treaty  ;  and 
if  we  are  now  right,  whoever  cfcribes  our  beino  fo  to  tiiac 
Treaty,  may  be  faid  to  be  like  a  Man,  who  after  breaking 
another's  Bones,  and  feeing  them  fct  again  very  right,  and 
v-cU  cured  by  an  able  Surgeon,  cries,  You  are  obliged  to 
me.  Sir,  for  this  great  Care  that  has  been  performed  upon 
you. 

'  After  all.  Sir,  I  would  not  have  the  Friends  to  the  pre- 
fent  Eftablilhmicnt  think  themfelves  abfolutely  fafe  and  fecure  ; 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppoied  buc  that  his  Majelty  has  iliil  fome 
private  Enemies,  even  in  our  own  Country  ;  People  may  fay 
what  tliey  will  about  ti^e  Treatment  the  Petition  for  ere^fting 
King  William's  Statue  lately  met  with,  but  I  look  upon  it 
as  an  Affront  defignedly  put  upon  the  Revolution  ;  and  I 
am  lure  it  never  could  have  met  v/ith  fo  much  Contempt 
from  any  thing,  but  a  Spirit  of  jacobitifm  ftill  fubfiliing  in 
tlie  Country,  which  can  never  be  deltroyed  but  by  taking 
iirvay  from  them  all  li'opes  of  Succefs,  and  this  can  only  be 
ilone  by  keeping  up  an  Army  fufficient  to  defend  us  againll 
their  utmck  Efforii.' 

Mr 
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Mr  Noel  fpoke  next  and  faid,  '  That  he  approved  very  Anno  5.  ceo.  k. 
much  of  his  Majefty's  Speech  to  both  Houfes  at  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  Seffion  ;  he  was  glad  to  cbfcrve,  that  his  Majefty 
therein  declared,  in  fo  ftrong  Terms,  his  AfFaction  for  his 
People,  but  from  the  Motion  that  had  been  made  for  fuch  a 
Number  of  Troops,  he  thought  the  Speech  ought  to  have 
concluded  with  theie  Words,  That  his  Majefty,  to  fhew  his 
AfFedlion  for  his  People,  would  quarter  upon  them  for  next 
Year  but  i  8,000  Men.' 

After  him  Mr  Shippen  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows :        Mi-  shippeai 
Mr  Speaker, 

*  I  fee  rhis  Quellion  in  the  fame  Light  with  thofe  Gentle- 
jnen,  wiio  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Eeierniiriadon  of  it  will 
ihew  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  whether  they  are  to  enjoy 
their  Civil  Conftitution,  with  all  its  Rights  and  Privileges, 
or  to  eudure  a  Military  Government,  with  all  its  Inconve- 
niencies  and  Oppreflions. 

*  However  harlh  this  Affertion  may  found,  it  is  fo  well 
founded,  that  if  we  cannot  now  hope  for  a  Reduction  of 
the  Army,  we  may  for  ever  defpair  of  it.  For  ti.is  is  thj 
Conjiin6lure,  this  is  the  Crifis,  when  the  People  of  Great- 
Britain  may  with  Reafon  and  Juftice  expcft,  I  had  almoft 
faid  demand,  an  Exemption  from  every  unneceflary  Tax  ; 
and  as  none  is  more  grievous  at  all  times,  fo  none  feems  to 
be  more  unneceffary  at  this  Time,  than  that  v/hich  is  oc- 
caf.oned  by  maintaining  an  Extraordinary  Number  of  Land- 
Forces.  Such  an  Exemption  mult  be  acceptable  to  his  Majefty, 
who  hath  been  moil  gracioully  pleafed  to  open  this  Stf;ion 
with  declaruig,  "  That  it  is  a  Pleafure  to  him  to  give  Eafe  to 
*'  his  Subjeds,  whenever  the  Welfare  of  the  Publick  will  aJ- 
*'  mit  of  it." 

*  Sir,  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  Welfare  of  the 
Publick  v/ill  now  admit  of  reducing  our  Expences  on  the 
Head  of  the  Army.  For  we  have  the  fame  Royal  Afi'urance, 
That  the  general  Tranquility  of  Europe  is  fully  reftored  and 
eftablilhed  ;  that  all  the  jarring  and  contending  Powers  are 
united,  all  the  different  Views  of  Intereft  and  Ambition  re- 
conciled, by  his  Majefty's  extenfive  In|luence,  and  confum- 
mate  Wifdom  ;  that  the  Wounds,  which  have  been  long 
bleeding,  are  entirely  cured,  by  his  healing  Hand  ;  that 
Peace  and  good  Harmony  are  returned  together ;  that  the 
J)uty  and  Affeftion  of  his  Subjtds,  are  all  he  defires  for  his 
Paternal  Love  and  Concern  for  them  ;  that  his  GovcrnniCDl: 
lias  no  other  Security,  but  what  is  equally  conducive  to  their 
Happinefs. 

*  I'his  is  the  Situation,  which  his  Majefty  promifcs  himfelf 
will  infpire  us  with  fuch  a  feafonable  Zeal  for  the  Publiclc 
UcoJ,  as  becomes  a  Parliament  fenhble  of  the  Bleiling--  taey 
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enjoy.  And  Imagination  cannot  form  a  more  pleafing  Idea, 
a  more  perfeft  Plan  of  National  Profperity,  than  what  is 
here  defcribed.  Nor  could  a  good  and  gracious  Prince  bring 
better  Tidings,  or  communicate  more  welcome  News  from 
the  Throne,  to  a  Free  People. 

*  Since  then  his  Majefty  has  fo  glorioufly  performed  his 
Part,  let  us  not  be  wanting  on  ours.  Let  us  take  the  earlieft 
Opportunity  of  convincing  thofe  we  reprefent,  that  they  are 
immediately  to  reap  the  Fruit  of  his  Royal  Labours,  and 
that  all  their  Grievances  will  be  gradually  redreffed.  Let 
us  begin  with  reducing  the  Army,  and  making  them  fenfible, 
that  it  is  not  intended  they  fhould  any  longer  bear  the  Bur- 
then and  Inconveniencies  of  War,  in  a  Day  of  profound 
Peace,  and  univerfal  Tranquility. 

'  If  we  fail  in  this  great  Point,  the  People,  who  did  not 
refign  their  Underflandmgs,  when  they  delegated  their 
Power  to  us,  know  they  have  a  Right  to  judge  for  them- 
felves.  They  will  not  be  impofed  upon  by  Appearances. 
They  will  be  apt,  notwithftanding  all  the  fine  Words  they 
hear,  and  all  the  fine  Speeches  they  read,  to  call  tliis  boafted 
Succefs,  thefe  promifed  Bleffiiigs,  no  more  than  a  mere  De- 
lufion,  a  golden  Dream,  a  chimerical  and  vifionary  Scene  of 
Happinefs. 

*  I  wilh  therefore  the  honourable  Perfon,  who  moved  this 
Queftion,  and  the  other  Gentlemen  who  have  been  liis  Co- 
Adjutors  in  the  Support  of  it,  had  been  a  little  more  expH- 
cit.  I  wilh  initead  of  amufing  the  Committee,  with  a  De- 
tail of  the  various  Reductions  of  our  Forces  hem  the  Treaty 
of  Ryfwick  down  to  this  Day,  and  affigning  wrong  Caufes 
and  Confequences  to  each  of  thofe  Reductions;  inllead  of 
affiiring  us,  that,  to  their  own  private  Knowledge,  the  Of- 
ficers of  tlie  Army  had  frequently,  on  extraordinary  Occa- 
fions,  afiiltcd  tlie  Civil  Magiltrates  in  the  Execution  of  their 
Duty  ;  inftead  of  reviving  the  old  exploded  Argument  of 
DifafFcftion  and  Jacobitilm  ;  I  wifli,  inllead  of  rambling  {o 
v/idely  from  the  Point  in  Debate,  tJiey  would  have  dealt 
more  candidly  with  their  Audience,  and  told  us  plainly, 
whether  they  think  a  Standing  Land-Force  will  always  be 
rteceiTary  to  preferve  ?.nd  iecure  our  prelent  happy  Settle- 
ment ;  or  whether  tliey  think  tiie  Civil  Conftitution  of  this 
Kingdom,  fo  weakly,  and  fo  imperfeflly  framed,  as  to 
want  fomething  of  the  Military  Power  to  ilrengthen  and 
fullain  it.  If  they  entertain  the  iirft  of  thefe  Notions,  they 
mull:  give  me  Leave  to  take  Notice,  that  fuch  an  Infinuatioii 
is  unjuil,  and  the  Argument  odious,  fmce  it  is  a  veiy  grofi 
Rcficdion  on  our  preient  happy  Settlement,  which  is  founded 
on  the  Principles  of  Liberty  ;  and  which  you  know,  Sir,  was 
iMcnded  to  rectify  all  the  Errors,  iuid  to  le.fbrm  all  the 
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Abates  of  preceding  Reigns.  I  fay,  It  is  a  very  grofs  Re- 
fleftion  on  our  prefent  Settlement,  to  fuppofe  that  his  Maje- 
fty  cannot  wear  his  Crown  with  Safety,  but  by  burthening 
the  Nation  with  the  conftant  Charge  of  maintaining  near 
1 8,000  Men ;  but  by  eftablifhing  a  Force,  which  will 
perpetually  interfere  with  the  Liberty  of  his  Subjefts,  and 
confequently  fhake  the  Foundation  of  his  Throne.  For, 
however  changeable  the  Counfels  and  Aftions  of  Minifters 
may  be,  the  Nature  of  Things  is  pennanent,  and  it  is  im- 
poffible,  that  what  has  been  the  conftant,  the  certain  Caufe 
of  Deftruftion  to  other  Governments,  fliould,  by  any  new 
Schemes,  by  any  Refinements  in  Politicks,  be  made  the  fole, 
or  at  leall  the  chief.  Security  of  his  Majefty's  Crown.  'Tis 
true  indeed,  that  the  Parliament  has  of  late  Years  confented 
to  keep  up  an  Extraordinary  Number  of  Troops  in  Time  of 
Peace,  for  Reafons  better  known  to  thofe  who  gave  their 
Confent,  than  to  me  who  oppofed  them  when  they  did  fo  : 
But  it  has  never  yielded  up,  or  renounced,  that  Fundamen- 
tal Maxim,  'vi%.  That  a  Land-Force  in  England  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  the  Creature  of  Neceffity,  which  fhould  not  be 
allowed  to  fubfift  one  Moment  longer,  than  the  Exigences  of 
the  State  require. 

'  If  they  entertain  the  fecond  Notion,  they  are  equally 
miftaken  in  that,  as  in  the  firft  ;  for  it  is  a  Notion  highly  in- 
jurious to  our  Conftitution,  which  was  fo  happily  compounded 
in  its  original  Formation,  that  it  can  receive  no  Addition  or 
Alteration,  without  Prejudice.  There  is  fo  clofe,  fo  juft  a 
Connexion  betwixt  all  the  Parts  of  it,  that  if  any  One  fhould 
be  made  independent  of  the  reft,  it  would  deftroy  that  Sym- 
metry, which  is  effential  to  the  Whole,  and  which  diftin- 
guiihes  it  from  all  other  Conftitutions.  The  Crown,  though 
limited,  is  armed  with  Prerogative  and  Power,  fufRcient,  as 
well  to  defend  itfelf,  as  to  proteft  its  Subjefts.  The  People 
are  poflefled  of  Rights  and  Privileges,  in  as  extenfive  a  De- 
gree, as  is  confillent  with  the  Nature  of  Monarchy,  and 
thofe  Rights  and  Privileges  are  fecured  to  them  by  the  ilrone- 
eft  and  moft  facred  Obligations.  Nay,  this  Notion  is  not 
only  injurious,  but  impracticable  ;  for  what  I  have  fre- 
quently advanced  here  muft  be  univcrfally  allowed,  that  the 
Civil  and  Military  Power  cannot  fubfift  long  together  ;  and 
it  is  eafy  to  foretel  v.hich  will  at  lalt  prevail,  which  w  ili 
at  laft  afilime  the  fole  Dominion.  We  fee  the  fatal  FfFects 
of  fuch  a  Conjunction  in  thofe  Kingdoms,  where  Armies 
t)'rannize,  anjd  where  Senates  fervilely  obey. 

'  Now  God  forbid,  that  the  ddightful  View,  the  glorioiii 
Profpeft  which  his  Majdiy  has  opciied  to  his  Subiefts,  of 
their  prefent  envied  Condition,  and  of  tht-ir  luture  unfpca!:- 
able  Felicities^  ihoiild  icniunaie  in  Conlufjou  and  Caiumitv. 
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Anno  5.  Geo.  11.  Qq^  forbid^  t^^t  any  Compliance,  any  Refolutlon  of  ours 

^_,i— I  -"lij  fhould  endanger,  or  alter  the  bell  conAituted,  the  beft  ba- 
lanced Government  in  Europe.  For  as  it  is 'the  Glory  of 
our  Ance-lors,  that  they  have  maintained  it  in  Oppofition  to 
all  the  Attempts  of  Innovation,  and  that  they  have  tranf- 
mitted  it  entire  to  their  Pofterity ;  fo  it  will  be  a  Mark  of 
eternal  Infamy  to  that  Generation,  m  whofe  Time  it  fliall 
happen,  either  by  the  Ambition  of  the  Prince,  or  by  the 
Treachery  of  the  Minillr}^  or  by  the  Slavilhnefs  of  the  Peo- 
ple, to  be  furrendered,  or  deilroyed. 

*  But  I  forbear  running  into  general  Arguments.  I  for- 
bear too  anfwering  the  Diftinftions,  which  have  been  made, 
betwixt  Parliament-Armies  and  Crown-Armies.  For,  by 
what  Epithets  foever  diftinguiflied,  or  by  what  Authority 
foever  raifed  or  allowed.  Armies  are  in  their  Nature  the 
fame,  ard  the  Danger  of  continuing  them  the  fame,  as  I 
have  formerly  endeavoured  tc  prove,  when  the  Miniftry  re- 
quired for  many  Seffions  an  extraordinary  Number  of  Land- 
Forces,  only  becaufe  they  had  by  their  Negligence,  or  by 
their  InfufHciency,  fo  encumbered  and  embarraffed  the  Pub- 
lick  Affairs,  that  they  wanted  a  ftronger  Guard,  a  more 
effedlual  Support  to  fecure  their  Adminiftration,  than  their 
own  Wifdom  and  Conduft. 

*  But  the  Cafe  is  altered,  and  his  Majefty  has  extricated 
us  out  of  all  the  Difficulties,  out  of  the  long  unfettled  State 
of  Affairs,  in  which  his  Minifters  had  involved  us.  I  there- 
fore reft  the  whole  Debate  on  the  Circumftances  we  are  faid 
to  be  in  at  this  Day,  and  in  thr.t  View  I  take  it  to  be  impof- 
fible  for  any  one,  who  is  a  Well-wifher  to  the  true  and  an- 
tient  Conftitution  of  this  Kingdom,  to  vote  for  tiie  Queftlon 
as  it  now  ftands.  I  fubmit  indeed  to  the  Am.endment  made 
by  a  noble  Lord,  {^Lord  Morpeth'\  for  a  fmallcr  Number  of 
Forces  than  was  at  firit  propc^fed,  I  mean  for  i  2, coo  rather 
than  near  i  8,000  Men,  only  as  it  is  the  minus  Malum,  and 
not  becaufe  I  think  that  Number  now  necelTary  for  our 
Prefervation,  nor  becaufe  I  think  any  Number  ought  ever 
to  be  admitted  into  our  Eftablifhment,  or  confidered  as  a 
Part  of  our  Conftitution,  on  any  Pretence  whatfoever.' 

Sir  R.  Waipoie.         Sir  Robert  Walpole  ftood  Up  next,  and  made  the  follow- 
ing Speech : 
Sir, 

*  I  find  the  Gentlemen,  whooppofe  the  Motion  made  by  m.y 
honourable  Friend,  have  all  along  argued,  as  if  the  Number 
of  Forces  now  propofed  were  to  be  kept  up  againft  Law, 
or  to  continue  for  ever  ;  whereas  the  very  Deiign  of  the 
Motion  made  to  this  Houfe  is,  in  order  to  have  a  Law  for 
keeping  them  up  ;  and  all  that  the  Gentleman  wants  by  his 
Motion  is,  that   tl:cy  fhall  be  contmucd  for  this  Year  only. 

The 
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The  Cafe  then  before  us  is,  whether  It  will  be  more  proper.  Anno?.  Ceo.ir. 
and  more  for  the   Benefit  of  the  Nation,   to  keep  up  the  •'  '  • 

Number  propofed  for  one  Year,  or  by  an  ill-timed  Frugality 
to  reduce  fome  Part  of  them,  and  thereby  expofe  the  Nation 
to  be  contemned  and  defpifed  by  our  Neighbours  round  us, 
and  that  at  a  Time  when  the  Publick  Tranquility  is  but 
juft  fettled,  and  before  we  can  know  whether  fome  of  our 
neighbouring  Powers  are  fatisfied  or  not.     Nations,  as  well 
as  private   Men,  mull  accommodate  their  Meafures  to  the 
Times  they  live  in.     The  Circumllances  of  Europe  are  now 
much   altered  from  what  they  were  in   former  Days  ;  but  a 
very  few  Ages  ago  there  was  no  fuch  Thing  in  Europe  as 
what  we  now  call  a  Standing-Army  j    there  was  nothing  but; 
the  Militia  in  any  Country,  and  therefore  it  was  no  way  ne- 
tfeffary  for  us  to  have  any  Thing  elfe.    If  we  quarrell'd  with 
any  of  our  Neighbours,  we  were  fure  they  had  nothing  but 
]VliIitia    to  bring  againft  us,  our  Militia  was,  and  I  hope  is 
ftill  as  good  as  theirs ,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  Man 
will  fay,  that  the  Militia  of  any  Country  can  be  made  fully 
as  good  as  Regular  Troops  bred  up  to  Difcipline,  and  accui- 
tomed  to  Command  for  many  Years  ;  the  Thing   is  impoffi- 
ble,  and  is  fo  Icok'd  on  by  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  :  Tliere 
is  not  now  a  Sovereign  State  in  Europe,  but  keeps  a  Body  of 
Regular  Troops  in  their  Pay  ;  there  are  none  of  our  Neigh- 
bours  but  what  keep  a  much  greater  Number  than  wc  do  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  become  in  a  manner  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  us  to  keep  fome  ;   we  mull  have  Ibme  Regular  Troops  to 
oppofe  to  thofe  that  may   upon   a  fudden  Emergency   be 
brought  againll   us,  and  to  obllruft  and  oppofe  their  PafTage 
till  we  have  Time  to  raife  more  :   The  only  Queftion  is, 
how  great  a  Number  we  ought  to  keep,  and  in  what  Man- 
ner they  are  to  be  kept  up,  and  fo  as  not  to  be  dangerous 
to  our  Conflitution  ? 

*  As  to  the  preventing  of  any  Danger  arifing  from  the 
Regular  Forces  kept  up,  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  a  better 
Method  propofed,  than  that  of  keeping  them  up  only  by 
Authority  of  Parliament,  and  continuing  them  only  from 
Year  to  Year ;  by  this  Method,  Sir,  they  mull  always  be 
dependent  upon,  and  fubfervient  to  the  Parliament  or  People, 
and  confequently  can  never  be  made  ufe  of  for  any  Thing, 
but  for  the  Prefervation  and  Safety  of  the  People  againft 
all  Attempts  foreign  and  domeilick ;  and  while  they  are 
kept  up  in  this  Manner,  they  will  always  be  a  Terror  to 
our  Enemies,  without  fubjedling  us  to  any  of  thofe  Misfor- 
tunes which  other  Countries  have  fallen  into.  A  Standing 
Army,  I  find,  is  reprefented  by  fome  Gentlemen,  who  have 
fpoke  upon  the  other  Side  of  the  Queftion,  as  not  to  be  de- 
pended on  even  by  the  King,  whofe  Service  they  are  in. 
Vol.  II.  q^  i  grant 
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*""?7ji-1a°' "'  ^  S""^"'  '^^*  ^"  Army  of  Britifli  Subjects,  whatever  Way 
kept  up  or  modelled,  is  not  to  be  trufted  to  by  a  King  who 
make^  any  Attempts  upon  the  Liberties  of  the  People  ;  but 
if  fuch  an  Army,  raifed  and  maintained  without  Confent  of 
Parliament  was,  we  find,  not  to  be  trufted  to  by  a  King 
who  had  fuch  Defigns,  how  much  lefs  can  any  Man  depend 
for  the  Execution  of  fuch  Defigns  upon  an  Army  fuch  as 
we  have  at  prefent  ?  An  Army  raifed,  kept  up,  and  main- 
tained by  the  People ;  an  Army  that  may  be  difmiffed  by 
them  when  they  pleafe  ;  and  an  Army  that  is  commanded 
by  Gentlemen  of  fome  of  the  beft  Eftates  and  Families  a- 
mongft  us,  who  never  can  be  fuppofed  capable  of  joining  in 
any  Meafures  for  enflaving  a  Country,  where  they  have  fo 
great  an  Intereft,  and  where  their  Anceftors  have  fo  often 
fignalized  themfelves  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty.  It  is  not 
therefore  to  be  imagined,  that  ever  fuch  an  Army  can  be  of 
any  dangerous  Confequence  to  our  Liberties,  were  they  much 
more  numerous  than  they  are  propofed  to  be. 

'  It  is  certain,  that  every  State  in  Europe  now  meafures 
the  Strength  of  their  Neighbours  by  the  Number  of  Regular 
Troops  they  can  bring  into  the  Field  ;  the  Number,  or  even 
the  Bravery  of  any  Militia  is  not  now  much  regarded,  and 
therefore  the  Influence  and  the  Credit  that  every  State  in 
Europe  has,  or  can  expeft  in  the  publick  Negotiations  there- 
of, depends  entirely  upon  the  Number  of  Regular  Troops 
they  can  command  upon  any  Emergency  ;  we  muft  tlierefore 
conclude,  that  if  we  reduce  the  Number  of  our  Forces,  our 
Influence  Abroad  will  decreafe  ;  our  Enemies  will  begin  to 
imagine,  that  they  may  catch  great  Advantages  of  us,  or  at 
leaft  of  our  Allies,  before  we  can  be  in  a  Condition  to  afford 
any  confiderable  Afliftance  to  our  Friends,  or  do  any  great 
Injury  to  them  ;  upon  which  Account  I  cannot  think  it  pru- 
dent to  make  any  great  Reduftion  of  our  Army,  before  the 
Treaties,  we  have  made  for  ellablifliing  the  Tranquility  of 
Europe,  are  fully  and  abfolutely  fecured  by  fuch  Alliances, 
as  may  make  the  Execution  of  what  we  have  ftipulated  and 
agreed  upon,  certain  and  indifputable. 

*  But  even  as  to  our  Security  at  Home,  I  do  not  think. 
Sir,  that  it  can  bear  any  Reduction  at  prefent ;  we  do  not 
know  what  fudden  and  unexpefted  Attempts  may  be  made 
upon  us ;  and  notvvithftanding  the  great  Army  we  have, 
as  is  pretended,  at  prefent,  it  is  certain  that  we  could  not 
in  feveral  Weeks  Time  bring  5000  Men  of  Regular  Forces 
together  in  any  Part  of  the  Ifland,  for  oppofing  any  InvafiOii 
that  may  happen  to  be  made  upon  us,  vv^lhout  llripping  our 
Capital,  and  leaving  it  without  any  Defence  againft  its  open 
or  fecret  Enemies.  Thole  who  tell  un,  that  there  were  no 
more  than  7000  Men  in  England  darii!^  the  Courfe  of  the 

late 
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late  War,  forget  that  we  had  at  that  Time  4000  or  5000 
Men  in  Scotland,  and  had  all  along  a  great  Army  Abroad 
at  our  Command,  which  we  could  bring  over  when  we 
pleas'd,  and  did  aftually  bring  over  10,000  Men  from 
Flanders,  immediately  upon  the  firft  certain  Accounts  we 
had  that  the  French  defigned  an  Invafion  in  Scotland,  which 
made  the  Number  of  Regular  Forces  then  in  the  Ifland  above 
20,000,  and  fhews  that  we  were  very  far  from  relying  upon 
the  7000  Men,  we  then  had  in  England,  for  our  fole  Defence 
in  the  Time  of  Danger  :  Befides,  we  ought  to  confider  that 
the  King  of  France  was  then  wholly  taken  up  in  defending 
his  own  Territories,  and  fettling  his  Son  in  the  Poffeflion  of 
the  Spanifh  Monarchy  j  he  had  not  Time  to  think  of  the 
Pretender,  nor  could  he  fpare  any  Troops  for  making  an 
Invafion  upon  us. 

*  Whereas,  fhould  that  Nation,  or  any  other  begin  now 
to  have  a  Quarrel  with  us  ;  the  firft  Thing  they  v/ould 
probably  do,  would  be  to  endeavour  to  fteal  in  the  Pretender 
upon  us  v>hh.  a  good  Body  of  Regular  Troops ;  which  At- 
tempt they  will  always  be  the  more  ready  to  make,  the  fewer 
Regular  Forces  we  have  at  Home  to  oppofe  them  :  We  have 
now  no  Army  Abroad  at  our  Command  ;  our  Allies  might 
perhaps  have  no  more  than  were  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the 
Defence  of  their  own  Territories,  and  though  they  had,  we 
know  what  a  tedious  Affair  it  is  before  they  can  be  brought 
over  to  oar  Affiftance  ;  we  cannot  therefore  properly  put  our 
Truft  in  any  but  thofe  which  we  have  within  the  Ifland,  and 
the  Number  propofed  is  the  fmalleft  we  can  truft  to,  till  the 
Affairs  of  Europe  be  fo  fettled,  as  that  we  can  be  in  no 
Danger  of  an  Attack. 

'  I  muft  take  Notice,  Sir,  that  all  thofe  who  are  pro- 
feffed  Enemies  to  our  Conftitution,  and  to  the  Proteftant  Suc- 
ceffion,  exclaim  loudly  againft  a  Standing  Army  :  There  is 
not,  I  belie\'^e,  a  Jacobite  in  the  Land,  but  what  appears 
ftrenuonfly  againft  the  keeping  up  fo  great  a  Number  of  Re- 
gular Forces  :  I  muft.  Sir,  upon  this  Occafton,  acquaint  you 
with  a  Story  that  happened  to  me  but  the  other  Day.  Some 
Bills  having  been  lately  fent  over  from  Ireland  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Approbation,  and  among  them  one  againft  the  Papifts 
of  that  Kii^.gdom  ;  Counfel  vvere  admitted  to  be  heard  for 
and  againft  tl.e  Bill :  In  arguing  of  this  Matter,  it  happened 
that  the  Counfel  for  the  Papifts  had  Occafion  to  refer  to  the 
Articles  of  Limerick,  and  therefore  wanted  them  to  be  read  ; 
but  there  being  no  Copy  of  them  then  at  tlie  Counfel  Board, 
their  Solicitor,  who  was  a  Papift,  pulled  a  little  Book  out  of 
his  Pocket,  and  from  thence  read  the  Articles  :  I  fuppoi'ed 
that  this  little  Book  v/as  his  Fade  Mecum,  and  therefore  I 
defired  to  look  upon  it,  and  found  that  it  contain'd  thcfe 
0^2  Articles 
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Articles  of  Limerick,  the  French  King's  Declaration  againft 
the  States  of  Holland  in  the  Year  1701,  and  three  Argu- 
ments againft  a  Standing  Army  ;  from  whence  I  concluded, 
that  this  Solicitor  was  a  notable  Holderforth  in  CofFee-Houfes 
againft  the  pernicious  Confequences  of  a  Standing  Army  ; 
and  I  do  not  doubt,  but  that  if  he  were  a  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  he  would  be  one  of  the  keeneft  among  us  againft  the 
prefent  Queftion :  For  which  Reafon,  Sir,  1  fhall  glory  in 
being  one  of  thofe  that  are  for  it.' 

To  this  Mr  William  Pulteney  replied  as  follows : 
Sir, 

*  We  hzve  heard  a  great  deal  about  Parliamentar}'  Ar- 
mies, and  about  an  Army  continued  from  Year  to  Year  ;  I 
have  always  been,  Sir,  and  always  fliall  he,  againft  a  Standing 
Army  of  any  Kind  ;  to  me  it  is  a  terrible  Thing,  whether 
under  that  of  Parliamentary  or  any  other  Defignation  ;  a 
Standing  Army  is  ftill  a  Standing  Army,  whatever  Name  it 
be  called  by  ;  they  are  a  Body  of  Men  dillinft  from  the 
Body  of  the  People  ;  they  are  governed  by  different  Laws  ; 
blind  Obedience,  and  an  entire  Submiffion  to  the  Orders 
of  their  Commanding  Officer  is  their  only  Principle.  The 
Nations  around  us.  Sir,  are  already  enflaved,  and  have  been 
enflaved  by  thofe  very  Means  ;  by  Means  of  their  Standing 
Armies  they  have  every  one  loft  their  Liberties  ,•  it  is  indeed 
impofTible  that  the  Liberties  of  the  People  can  be  preferved, 
in  any  Country  where  a  numerous  Standing  Army  is  kept  up. 
Shall  we  then  take  any  of  our  Meafures  from  the  Examples 
of  our  Neighbours  ?  No,  Sir,  upon  the  contrary,  from  their 
Misfortunes  we  ought  to  learn  to  avoid  thofe  Rocks  upon 
which  they  have  fplit. 

'  It  fignifies  nothing  to  tell  me,  that  cur  Army  is  com- 
manded by  fucli  Gentlemen  as  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  join  in 
any  Meafures  for  enllaving  their  Country  ;  it  may  be  fo  ; 
I  hope  it  is  fo  ;  I  have  a  very  good  Opinion  of  many  Gen- 
tlemen now  in  the  Army  ;  I  believe  they  would  not  join  in 
any  fuch  Meafures ;  but  their  Lives  arc  uncertain,  nor  can 
we  be  fure  how  long  they  may  be  continued  in  Command  ; 
they  may  be  all  difmilfed  in  a  Moment,  and  proper  Tools  of 
Power  put  in  their  Room.  Befides,  Sir,  v.e  know  the  Paf- 
fions  of  Men,  we  know  hov/  dangerous  it  is  to  truft  the  beft 
of  Men  with  too  much  Power ;  where  was  there  a  braver 
Army  than  that  under  Julius  Gefar  ?  Where  was  there  ever 
an  Army  that  had  ferved  their  Country  more  faithfully  ? 
That  Army  was  commanded  generally  by  the  beft  Citizens 
of  Rome,  by  Men  of  great  Fortune  and  Figure  in  their 
Country  ;  yet  that  Army  enflaved  their  Country.  The  Af- 
fedions  of  the  Soldiers  towards  their  Country,  the  Honour 
and  Integrity  of  the  Under-Officers,  are  not  to  be  depended 
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on  ;  by  the  Military  Law,  the  Adminiftration  of  JufHce  is  Anno  j.  cco.  n. 
fo  quick,  and  the  Punifhruents  (o  fevere,  that  neither  Officer  '7?i-3i-  . 
or  Soldier  dares  ofFer  to  dilpute  the  Orders  of  his  fupreme 
Commander ;  he  mull  not  confult  his  own  Inclinations  :  If 
an  Officer  were  commanded  to  pull  his  own  Father  out  of 
this  Houfe,  he  muft  do  it ;  he  dares  not  difobey  ;  immediate 
Death  would  be  the  fure  Confequence  of  the  leart  Grumb- 
ling. And  if  an  Officer  were  fent  into  the  Court  of  Requells, 
accompanied  by  a  Body  of  Mufketeers  with  fcrewed  Bayonets, 
and  with  Orders  to  tell  us  what  we  ought  to  do,  and  how 
we  were  to  vote,  I  know  what  would  be  the  Duty  of  this 
Houfe  ;  I  know  it  would  be  our  Duty  to  order  the  Officer 
to  be  taken  and  hanged  up  at  the  Door  of  the  Lobby  :  But, 
Sir,  I  doubt  much  if  fuch  a  Spirit  could  be  found  in  the 
Houfe,  or  in  any  Houfe  of  Commons  that  will  ever  be  in 
England. 

'  Sir,  I  talk  not  of  imaginary  Things ;  I  talk  of  what  has 
happened  to  an  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  from  an 
Englifh  Army,  not  only  from  an  Englifti  Army,  but  an  Army, 
that  was  raifed  by  that  very  Houfe  of  Commons,  an  Army 
that  was  paid  by  them,  and  an  Army  that  was  commanded 
by  Generals  appointed  by  them  ;  therefore,  do  not  let  us 
vainly  imagine,  that  an  Army  raifed  and  maintained  by  Au- 
thority of  Parliament  will  always  be  fubmiffive  to  them  :  If 
an  Army  be  fo  numerous  as  to  have  it  in  their  Power  to  over- 
awe the  Parliament,  they  will  be  fubmiffive  as  long  as  the 
Parliament  does  nothing  to  difoblige  their  Favourite  General ; 
but  when  that  Cafe  happens,  I  am  afraid  that  inftead  of  the 
Parliament's  difmiffing  the  Army,  the  Army  will  difmifs  the 
Parliament,  as  they  have  done  heretofore.  Nor  does  the 
Legality  or  Illegality  of  that  Parliament,  or  of  that  Army, 
alter  the  Cafe,  for  with  refpeft  to  that  Army,  and  according 
to  their  way  of  Thinking,  the  Parliament  difmifled  by  them 
was  a  legal  Parliament ;  they  were  an  Army  raifed  and  main- 
tained according  to  Law,  and  at  firft  they  were  raifed,  as  they 
imagined,  for  tlie  Prefervation  of  thofe  Liberties  which  they 
afterwards  deftroy'd. 

*  It  has  been  urged.  Sir,  that  whoever  is  for  the  Protcflant 
Succeffion  muft  be  for  continuing  the  Army:  For  that  very 
Rcafon,  Sir,  I  am  againft  continuing  the  Army :  I  know 
that  neither  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  in  his  JVIajefty's  moll 
Illuftrious  Houfe,  nor  any  Succeffion  can  ever  be  fafe  as  long 
as  there  is  a  Standing  Army  in  the  Country.  Armies,  Sir, 
have  no  Regard  to  Hereditary  Succeffions.  The  firll  two 
Cacfars  at  Rome  did  pretty  well,  and  found  Means  to  keep 
their  Armies  in  tolerable  Subjedion,  becaafe  the  Generals 
and  Officers  were  all  their  own  Creatures  ;  but  how  did  it 
tare  with  their  SucceiTors  ?  Was  not  every  one  of  them  nam- 
ed 
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ed  by  the  Army  without  any  Regard  to  Hereditary  Right, 
or  to  any  Right  ?  A  Cobler,  a  Gardiner,  or  any  Man  who 
happened  to  raife  himfelf  in  the  Army,  and  could  gain  their 
Affeftions,  was  made  Emperor  of  the  World  :  Was  not  every 
fucceeding  Emperor  raifed  to  the  Throne,  or  tumbled  head- 
long into  the  Duft,  according  to  the  meer  Whim  or  mad 
Frenzy  of  the  Soldiers  ? 

*  We  are  told.  Ho !  Gentlemen,  but  this  Army  is  defired 
to  be  continued  but  for  one  Year  longer,  it  is  not  defired  to 
be  continued  for  any  Term  of  Years ;  how  abfurd  is  this 
Diftinftion  :  Is  there  any  Army  in  the  World  continued 
for  any  Term  of  Years  ?  Does  the  mofl  abfolute  Monarch, 
tell  his  Army,  that  he  is  to  continue  them  for  any  Number 
of  Years,  or  any  Number  of  Months  ?  How  long  have  we 
already  continued  our  Army  from  Year  to  Year  ?  And  if  it 
thus  continues,  wherein  will  it  diiFer  from  the  Standing 
Armies  ofthofe  Countries  which  have  already  fubmitted 
their  Necks  to  the  Yoke?  We  are  now  come  to  the  Rubicon ; 
our  Army  is  now  to  be  reduced,  or  it  never  will ;  from  his 
Majefty's  own  Mouth  we  are  affured  of  a  profound  Tran- 
quility Abroad,  we  know  there  is  one  at  Home  ;  if  this  is  not 
a  proper  Time,  if  thefe  Circumftances  do  not  afford  us  a  fafe 
Opportunity  for  reducing  at  leaft  a  Part  of  our  Regular 
Forces,  we  never  can  expeft  to  fee  any  Reduftion ;  and  this 
Nation,  already  overloaded  with  Debts  and  Taxes,  maft  be 
loaded  with  the  heavy  Charge  of  perpetually  fupporting  a 
numerous  Standing  Army  ;  and  remain  for  ever  expofed  to 
the  Danger  of  having  its  Liberties  and  Privileges  trampled 
upon,  by  any  future  King  or  Miniftry,  who  fhall  take  it  iu 
their  Heads  to  do  fo,  and  fhall  take  a  proper  Care  to  model 
the  Arniy  for  that  Purpofe.' 

Then  the  Queflion  was   put,  on  Sir  William  Strickland's 

Motion,  which  was  agreed  to,  without   any  Amendment,  by 

241  againft  171. 

UTrPuitefieyinoves     Jan.  zj.  Mr  William  Pultency  movcd,  *  That  an  humblc 

wLTsS'h'i  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  graci- 

bcen  made  by  Va-  oufly  plcafed  to  givc  Dircdllons  to  the  proper  Officers,  to  lay 

Ari'ny.  bcfore  the  Houfe  an  Account  of  what  Commiffions  in  the  Army 

Debate  therccn.     2.nd   Governments   of  Garrifons  had  been  kept  vacant,  and 

what   Savings  had  been  made  thereupon.'     Upon    this    Sir 

£;:  w.  strkkbnd.  William  Strickland  flood  up  and  faid,  '  That  no  fuch  Account 

had   ever  been  kept  at  the  War  Office  ;  the  Cuflom  there 

was,  that  when  any  Officer  died,  the  Commiffary  certified 

his  Death  to  that  Office,  in    order   that  the    Pay  might  be 

ftopt  ;  and  they  never  began  to  ifTue  any  Money  upon  that 

Account  till  a  new   Commiffion  was  lodged  in    that  Office. 

?L' IV. V ■■  sc  Sir  V/illiam     Yonge  added,    'That    whatever     Savings 

cculd  pofTibiy  be  upon    that  Account   amounted  to  fuch  a 

fmall 
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fmall  Sum,  that  it  was  a  meer  Trifle,  and  was  not  worth  be-   amo  j.  Geo.  ir. 
ing  taken  any  Notice  of  by  that  Houfe.'  'T^i-ja. 

Mr  Henry  Pelham  faid,  '  That  all  the  Time  he  had  been 
in  that  Office,  and  he  believed  it  was  fo  ftill,  no  Commiffions  ^'  ^-  Peiham. 
were  ever  kept  vacant  for  any  Time  ;  That  it  was  always 
his  Majeily's  Cuftom  to  fill  up  every  Commiffion  in  the  Army 
immediately  after  it  became  vacant,  fo  that  there  could  be 
little  or  no  Savings  upon  that  Account  ;  and  if  there  was  any, 
the  Cuftom  had  always  been  to  leave  it  to  be  difpofed  of  by 
his  Majefty,  in  fuch  Manner  as  he  thought  fit.' 

Hereupon  Mr  William  Pulteney  fpoke  as  follows :  Mr  w  Faltsaeyi 

Sir, 

*  I  made  this  Motion  in  a  manner  by  meer  Accident ;  but 
I  do  not  think  it  is  any  Argument  againft  it  to  tell  us,  that  the 
Savings  amount  to  but  a  meer  Trifle  ;  we  fhall  be  beft  Judges 
of  that,  when  we  fee  the  Accounts  laid  before  us ;  and  let  it 
amount  to  what  it  will,  if  it  is  faved,  (I  will  not  fay  funk, 
being  a  hard  Word  )  we  ought  to  inquire  into  the  Application 
of  it.  I  believe  there  are  not  a  great  many  Commiffions  kept 
long  vacant,  but  I  am  fure  there  have  been  fome  that  have 
been  kept  vacant  for  a  confiderable  Time  ;  we  ought  at  leaft 
to  have  an  Account  of  them  ;  becaufe  I  obferve  there  is  a 
Demand  eVery  Year  brought  in,  which  is  called,  ^n  Account 
cf  Ser^jices  incurred  and  not  provided  for  ;  I  think  the  mofl  - 
proper  Way  of  anfwering  this  Account  is,  to  have  An  Account 
of  Services  pro=vided  for  and  not  performed.  I  am  perfuaded 
that  in  the  Civil- Lill  Revenue  there  is  not  an  Office  vacant 
for  a  Day,  but  what  the  Savings  thereby  are  brought  to  Ac- 
count, and  difpofed  of  in  the  moil  frugal  Manner;  I  think  the 
fame  good  Management  ought  to  be  obferv'd  in  the  Army.' 

General  Rofs  laid,  '  That  he  fuppofed  the  fame  Method  was  General  Rofi. 
obferv'ed  now,  that  was  formerly  obfei-ved  in  Flanders  :  That 
he  knew  no  Commiffion  was  then  kept  vacant  for  any 
Time  ;  as  foon  as  ever  the  Death  of  any  Officer  was  certified, 
a  new  Commiffion  was  granted  to  fome  other  in  his  Place, 
and  what  little  Savings  could  be  made  that  way  were  always 
left  to  the  Difpofal  of  the  General,  and  were  apply 'd  by  him 
in  fuch  Manner  as  he  thought  moft  proper  for  the  Publick 
Service. 

Mr  Bootle  fpoke   next. 
Sir, 

•  Whatever  is  given  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Army  is 
a  Part  of  the  Publick  Money,  and  it  is  our  Bufinefs  to  call 
for  the  Accounts,  and  inquire  into  the  Difpofal  of  every 
Farthing  of  fuch  Money.  If  the  Savings  by  vacarit  Com- 
miffions have  hitherto  been  well  and  properly  apply 'd,  they 
who  advifed  fuch  Applications  will  have  the  more  Honour, 
and  if  diere  havj;  been  any  Mif- application?;  this  Houfe  o;'ght 
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to  take   Care  td  prevent  any  fuch  for  the  Future.     In  paiB 
Times  the   Savings  upon   this  Account  may  perhaps  amount 
to  but  a  Trifle  j  however,  it  is  certain,   that  confidering  the 
great  Number  of  Officers  we  maintain,  a  very  large  Sum  may 
be  annually  faved  j  and   if  we  never  call   for  any  fuch  Ac- 
count, Commiffions  may  in  Time  of  Peace   be  kept  vacant 
for  a  long  Time,  on  purpofe  thereby  to  raife  Money,  in  order 
to  convert  it  to  Ufes  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  the  Nation.' 
Sir  R.  Waipoie.        Then  Sir  Robert  Walpole  Hood  up  and  faid  : 
Sir, 
*  During  all  the   Time  that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
commanded  our  Armies,  there  was  never  any  Commiffion  be- 
came vacant  but  was  immediately  filled  up  ;  There  was,  in- 
deed, generally  about  a  Week  allowed  for  the  filling  up  of 
any  Vacancy,  but  what   was   faved  that  way  was  generally- 
given  to  the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment,  to  anfwer  fome  of  the 
extraordinary  Expences  he  was  fometimes  put  to  ;  or  it  was 
given  to  the  Officer  that  fucceeded,  to  defray  the  Charges  he 
might  be  at  upon  account  of  his  new  Commiffion.    The  fame 
Cullom  is  ftill  obferv'd,  and  any  little  Savings  that  happen 
between  the  Death  of  one  Officer,  and  the  putting  of  another 
in  his  room,  have  always  been  difpos'd  of  by  his  Majefty  in 
the  Manner  I  have  mentioned,  or  have  been  apply'd  to  chari- 
table Ufes,  and  given  in   fniall  Sums  ,to  tiiofe  of  the   Army 
who  flood  in  need  of  any  fuch.     I  hope  this  Houfe  does  not 
intend  to  take  the  Difpofal  of  fuch  fmall  Charities  into  their 
own  Hands,  contrary  to  the  Cuftom  that  has  always  hitherto 
been  obferved  ;  I  do  not  think  that  this  Houfe  can  be  fo  good 
a  Judge  as    a  Board   of  General  Officers  in  the  Difpofal  of 
fuch  Charities ;  and  while  it  is  left  to  his  Majefty,  he  can  al- 
ways have  the   Advice  of  fuch  a  Board  when  any  fmall  Sum 
is  to  be  difpofed  of  in  that  Way.     As  to  the   Civil  Lift,  there 
are  no  Savings  by  any  Vacancies  in  that  Part  of  the  Reve- 
nue ;  every  Place  is  filled  up  as  foon  as  it  becomes  vacant, 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  it  is  in  the  Army,  the  Management  in 
both  is  the  fame,  and  in  both  there  is  as  much  Frugality  as 
poffible.' 

Then  the  Qiieftion  being  put  on  Mr  Pultency's  Motion, 
it  was  carried  in  the  Negative. 

This  Debate  being  over,  Sir  Charles  Turner  reported  the 
Refolutions  of  the   Committee    on  the    Supply,   as   follows, 
viz.  I.  That  the  Number  of  cifeiflive  Men,  to  be  provided  for 
Guards  and  Garrifonsin  Great  Britain,  and  for  Guernfeyand 
Jerfey,  for  the  Year  1732,  be,  including  1815  Invalids,  and 
The  Committee      ^^^    Men,   which  the  fix  Independent  Companies  confilt  of 
ior'thcYcar'i73i;  for  the  Service  of  the  Highlands,    17,709  Men,  Commiffion 
i'Kior'thc''ciu'rgc  an<l   Non-Commiffion   Officers    included.     II.  That  a  Sum 
tiicrsof.  not  exceeding  653,216!.  10  s,  id.  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 

jefty, 
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jefiy,  for  defraying  the   Charge  of  the  faid   17,709  Men. 
The  firft  of  the  above  Refolutions  was   agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe>  without  any  new  Debate,  but  upon  putting  the  Quef-  The  Reioii 
tion  as  to  the  fecond,  Mr  Walter  PJumer  Itood  up,  and  fpoke  reUnnR'to  the^ 

^r.  r^ll^...^  .  Lanrt- Forces  being 

as  follows  .  reported,  the  &t& 

Mr  Speaker,  Refoimion  w 

*  There  was  laft  Night  fuch  a  long  Debate  upon  the  firft 

ofthefe  Refolutions,  and  fuch  a  Difturbance  upon  the  fecond,  cond  Refoiutionr 
that  I  could  not  then  have  an  Opportunity  to  fpeak  to  it.  Mr  wait.  Piu.ii«r, 
I  hope  therefore,  Sir,  that  the  Houfe  will  now  indulge  me 
with  a  little  Time  to  give  my  Sentiments  even  is  to  this 
fecond  Refolution.  Sir,  it  is  highly  neceffary  for  the  Good 
and  Welfare  of  this  Nation,  that  every  Farthing  of  the 
Charge  which  the  People  are  put  to  lliould  be  publickly 
known,  and  fully  confidered  by  this  Houfe  ;  the  Nation  ought 
not  to  be  cheated,  and  made  to  believe,  that  the  maintaining 
of  this  18,000  Men  coil  them  only  653,0001.  wren  in  reality 
it  cofts  them  a  great  deal  more.  Befides  the  Money  th?.t  is 
raifed  among  the  People,  and  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Government,  for  maintaining  this  Army,  there  is  not  an  Inn- 
keeper, an  Ale-Houfe,  or  a  Brandy-Shop  in  the  Nation,  but 
what  pays  a  very  great  additional  Tax,  by  Way  of  Quarters 
for  the  Officers  and  Soldiers. 

*  But  there  is  ftill.  Sir,  a  much  greater  Evil  arifes  from  this 
hidden  way  of  raifing  Money  upon  the  People.  It  is,  Sir,  an 
arbitrary  and  an  unequal  Way  of  raifing  Money,  and  confe-' 
quently  affords  to  thofe,  who  have  the  Management  of  the 
Army,  an  Opportunity  of  opprelfing  fome  People,  or  fome 
Parts  of  the  Nation.  If  any  Country,  if  any  Bo;ou'j,h  in  this 
Kingdom  difobliges  thofe  in  Power,  by  fending  Rcprcfenta- 
tives  to  thisHoule,  who  do  not  vote  as  the  Minillers  Vw'ould 
have  them,  it  is  in  the  Tower  of  t.ae  Government,  even  with- 
out any  Pretence  for  fo  doing,  to  fend  a  great  Number  of  the 
Regular  Forces  to  be  quartered  upon  that  County  or  tliat 
Borough  ;  by  which  Mens  a  much  greater  Sum  is  raifed 
upon  the  People  of  that  County  or  Borough,  than  is  proporti- 
onally raifed  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Nation  ;  nay,  even  if 
any  private  Inn-keeper,  or  Ale-Houfe  Man  in  any  County  or 
Borough  fliall  give  a  v.'rongVote  at  the  Eledion  of  Members  of 
Parliament,  it  is  in  the  Povver  of  the  Government,  by  means 
of  the  Juftices  and  the  Ccnitables  who  arc  named  by  them, 
to  opprefs  that  Man,  by  quartering  more  Soldiers  upon  him, 
than  are  in  Proportion  quartered  upon  any  one  of  his  Neigh- 
bours. The^^re  Grievances  wnich  the  Nation  julHy  com- 
plain of,  ana|^  ought  to  confider  hov/  they  are  to  be  redrefiec. 

To  this  Sir  William  Strickland  reply 'd,'  sir  w.stri.klsnd. 

Sir, 

*  The  honourable  Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  feems,  hy 
Vol.  II.  R  what 
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Anno  5.  Geo.  II.  y^rhat  he  has  faid,  to  bring  a  Charge  againft  me,    or  at  leaft 

y_  '— ^"— '  jt  againft  thofe,  who  have  been  in  the  Office  which  I  have  the 
Honour  to  be  in  at  prefent.  For  my  own  part,  Sir,  I  can 
fafely  declare,  that  ever  fince  I  came  into  that  Office,  there 
has  been  no  Favour  (hewn  to  any  one  Part  of  the  Country, 
nor  to  any  one  Man  in  the  Nation ;  we  have  never  fb  much 
as  thought  of  having  a  Regard  to  any  thing,  but  to  that  of 
cantoning  and  quartering  the  Troops  into  fuch  Places,  as  were 
moit  eafy  for  the  Country  and  moll  convenient  for  them  ; 
unlefs  when  the  Safety  and  Security  of  the  Nation  in  general 
required  the  marcliing  of  a  Number  of  them  into  any  par- 
ticular Country.  This,  Sir,  has  been  the  Method  ever  fince 
I  came  into  the  Office  :  It  fhall  be  the  Method  as  long  as  I 
continue  in  it ;  and  I  firmly  believe,  that  the  fame  Method 
was  always  observed  by  my  PredecelTors  in  Office.' 

Mr  E.  waikr.  Hereupon  Mr  Edmund  Waller  faid. 

Sir, 
*  I  do  not  know  what  Method  has  been  obferv'd  in  can- 
toning and  quartering  tlie  Troops,  but  I  know  that  the 
Country  complains  heavily  of  the  Oppreffions  they  lie  under 
upon  that  Account ;  it  is  but  a  little  Time  ago  fmce  Tome  of 
my  own  Tenants  came  and  told  me,  that  they  fhould  be 
ruined  by  the  Dragoons  that  were  quarter'd  upon  them  ; 
they  had  not,  they  faid,  a  Lock  of  Hay  but  what  they 
were  obliged  to  give  to  the  Soldiers ;  fo  that  all  their  own 
Caftle  were  in  danger  of  being  ftarved.  For,  Sir,  in  all 
Countries  where  the  boldiers  come,  tiiey  and  their  Horfes 
muil  be  firll  fcrv'd,  and  with  the  beft  of  every  Thing  too  ; 
and  what  is  llil)  worfe,  the  poor  People  are  often  obliged  to 
ierve  them  at  their  own  Prices.' 

MrH  Pdham  ^^  Henry  Pelham  anfvver'd  Mr  Waller, 

Sir, 
'  As  I  had  the  Honour  to  ferve  for  fome  Time  in  that  Of- 
fice, and  particularly  at  the  Time  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  I  think  it  neceffary  to  fay 
fomething  upon  the  prefent  Occafion.  I  remember  very 
well,  that  Gentleman  did  make  fome  Complaints  to  me  ; 
but  I  remciaber  iikewife,  and  he  mull  alfo  remember  it,  that 
I  told  him  that  the  Review,  which  was  at  that  Time,  was  the 
Occafion  of  bringing  lo  many  of  the  Forces  into  that  Coun- 
try ;  and  as  foon  a.^  that  was  over  they  were  fcnt  elfewhere, 
imd  that  Gentleman's  Tenant;-,  in  pardcular,  were  relieved 
from  any  Hardfhip  they  mignt  think  they  lay  under  upon 
that  Account.  During  the  whole  time  that  1  was  in  that 
Office,  there  was  never  any  fuch  Complaint  rrnl  to  me,  but 
that  I  immediately  order'd  Relief  to  the  Perfon^vho  thought 
themielves  aggrieved,  or  gave  tliem  fuch  Reafons  why  I 
could  not  give  them  Relief,  as  ihcy  fccmed  to  be  fatisfied 

with. 
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with.  In  fuch  Cafes  I  never  had  any  Refpedl  of  Perfons ; 
fo  far  otherwife,  that  I  have  often  given  Relief  at  the  De- 
fire  of  thofe  with  whom  I  never  did  vote  in  this  Houfe,  nor 
I  believe  ever  fhall  ;  and  have  order'd  thofe  very  Troops  to 
be  fent  and  quartered  upon  thofe,  with  whom  I  have  always 
agreed  in  Opinion." 

Then  Mr  Plumer  fpoke  again  as  follows :  Mr  piumer. 

Sir, 
*  I  am  forry  that  what  I  propofed  only  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Publick,  Ihould  be  turned  into  a  perfonal  Difpute,  or 
that  Gentlemen  Ihould  begin  to  vindicate  themfelves  before 
they  are  accufed.  I  did  not  fay,  that  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman now  in  the  Office,  or  that  any  Gentleman  that  has 
been  in  that  Office,  ufed  any  unjuftifiable  IVIethods  in  that 
refpeft,  to  favour  one  Party  in  the  Nation  more  than  another ; 
all  that  I  faid,  and  I  fay  fo  ftill,  was,  that  fuch  Methods 
may  be  praftifed,  fuch  Means  may  be  ufed  for  oppreffing 
thofe  who  happen  to  differ  in  Opinion  from  the  chief  Men 
in  Power  ;  and  fjch  Means  being  of  dangerous  Confequence 
to  our  Conftitution,  they  ought  to  be  guarded  againft  and 
prevented  if  poffible.  The  Army,  Sir,  is  fapported,  I  hope, 
and  maintained  for  the  Service  of  all,  and  therefore  all  the 
Subjefts  of  the  Nation  ought  to  contribute  equally  to  the 
Expence  of  maintaining  it.  There  is  not  a  Soldier  quartered 
upon  an  Inn-keeper  in  Town  or  Country,  but  what  colts  that 
Inn-keeper  near  as  much  as  he  cofts  the  Government ;  fo 
that  if  we  were  to  raife  all  the  Money  by  Parliamentary 
Authority,  that  is  neceffary  for  maintaining  the  great  Army 
we  have,  I  am  afraid  we  rauil  raife  near  double  the  Sum 
that  is  propofed.' 

Mr  William  Pulteney  fpoke  next,  ^^  y,  p^,^^^^^ 

Sir, 
'  I  was  afraid  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Debate,  that  Bar- 
racks were  to  have  been  propofed  ;  I  am  glad  to  find  it  is 
not  {o.  I  am  indeed  as  much  as  any  Perfon  for  giving  Re- 
lief to  that  Part  of  our  poor  opprefTed  Subjects,  the  Inn- 
keepers and  Victuallers  ;  for  fmce  I  find  that  an  Army  is 
like  to  be  a  Part  of  our  Conftitution,  I  think  it  very  juft  and 
reafonable,  that  the  Expence  of  maintaining  them  fhould  be 
laid  as  equally  as  poffible  upon  the  whole  People  of  the  Na- 
tion. But,  Sir,  I  muft  obferve,  that  the  fame  Money  that 
we  raife  for  maintaining  1 8,000  Men,  would  maintain  60,000 
Men  of  Regular  Forces  in  France,  Germany,  or  any  other 
Country  in  Europe,  according  to  their  Way  of  regulating 
their  Armies.  I  know.  Sir,  from  whence  our  great  Expence 
proceeds  :  It  is  from  the  great  Number  of  O.fficers  main- 
tained in  our  Army  ;  we  have  fo  many  Regiments,  and  lb 
few  private  Men  in  each  Regiment,  that  really  a  great  Part 
K  z  of 
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of  our  Array  are  Commiffion  or   Non-Commiflion  Officers, 
which  makes  our  Army  fo  expenfive  to  us,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  makes  it  more  dangerous  to  our  Conftitution.     I  have 
been  affured  that   1 00,000  1.  Englifti  Money  per  Annum  will 
maintain  1 0,000  Men  of  the  Armies  of  France  or  Germany, 
or  any  otiier  Troops  but  our  own  :   And  I  have  been  told, 
I  do  not  fay  that  I  remember,  or  that  I  can  depend  upon 
my  Author,  that  the  12,000  HelCans,  which  we  have  fo  long 
maintained,  were  maintain'd  for  lefs  than  that  Sum  yearly.' 
To  this  Sir  Robert  Walpole  replied  : 
Sir, 

*  I  wilh  the  Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  would  give  us 
his  Author  for  the  Faft  mentioned  ;  let  him  be  who  he 
will,  I  know  the  Story  to  be  falfe  :  But  it  is  the  common 
Way  of  fca.adalizing  the  Government,  to  invent  and  fpread 
falfe  Reporrs  thro'  the  Country.  The  Stipulation  for  the 
1  2,000  Heffians  was  made,  Sir,  upon  the  fame  Footing  that 
all  fuch  Stipulations  were  made  during  the  laft  War ;  there 
was  not  a  Penny  lefs  ftipulated  to  be  paid  for  them,  than 
what  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  the  whole  Money 
was  yearly  advanced  them,  according  to  the  Accounts  that 
have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Then  General  Wade  fpoke  as  follows : 
Sir, 

*  Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Method  of  main-^ 
taining  a  German  Army,  will  not  envy  them  the  Happinefs 
of  maintaining  their  Troops  at  fo  cheap  a  Rate  as  they  do. 
It  is  well  known,  that  what  they  come  iliort  of  ours  in  Pay, 
they  do  more  than  make  up  by  plundering,  cppreffing,  and 
raifing  Contributions  upon  the  Countries  where  they  are 
quartered.  When  I  was  in  Italy,  Sir,  I  had  the  Honour  tQ 
be  invited  to  dine  with  one  of  the  German  Generals,  who 
commanded  in  that  Country  :  When  I  came  to  the  Palace 
where  he  had  his  Quarters,  I  found  the  Hall  and  the  Ave- 
nues leading  thereto  full  of  Country  People,  fome  with  Wine, 
fome  with  Beer,  fome  with  Bread,  fome  with  Fowls,  fome 
with  Pigs,  and  God  knows  how  many  other  Things ;  I  could 
not  imagine  what  all  this  meant ;  but  when  we  came  to  iit 
down  at  Table,  I  found  fuch  Variety  of  Difhes,  fuch  Variety 
of  Wines,  fo  magnificent  Attendance,  and  fo  fumptuous  an 
Entertainment  every  manner  of  way,  v^hich  at  the  fame 
Time  I  war,  told  to  be  the  General's  ordinary  Way  of  living, 
that  I  was  very  much  furpriz'd  ;  and  after  Dinner,  over  a 
Glafs  of  Wine,  I  took  the  Liberty  to  nilc  the  General,  For 
GocPs  Sake,  Sir,  honv  are  you  able  to  li^e  after  this  Rate  ? 
for  it  n.vould  break  any  of  our  Evglijh  Generals  to  live  in  fo 
fplcndid  a.  Manner  ;  our  Pay  could  not  fupport  it.  Pay,  Sir,^ 
-iays  he.  Why,  J  haije  none  upon  thii  Account  from  the  Go- 

'vtrnnunt  i 
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vernmentt  all  this  comes  from  the  Country  ixihere  I  am  quar- 
tered, ijjhicb  they  are  obliged  to  furnijh  me  nuith  for  nothing  ; 
/  have,  Sir,  fe'ven  Miles  of  the  Country  round  allotted  to  me 
for  fupporiing  my  Table.  Then,  Sir,  I  guefs'd  at  the  Mean- 
ing of  all  thofe  Country  People's  being  in  and  about  the 
Hall ;  I  found  they  were  all  come  witli  their  Peace-OiFer- 
ings  to  the  General :  At  this  Rate,  Sir,  a  German  Officer 
does  not  Hand  in  need  of  much  Pay  from  the  Government ; 
bat  I  hope  the  Kingdom  of  England  will  never  be  ferved  at 
fuch  a  Rate.' 

Sir  William  Wyndham  fpoke  next,  sir  w.  Windham. 

Sir, 

*  I  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  Methods  by  which  the 
Germans  or  French  maintain  their  Armies ;  but  let  their 
Manner  be  what  it  will,  I  am  fure  that  the  Expence  we  are 
now  at  for  maintaining  our  Army  is  much  greater  than  ne- 
ceflkry  ;  nay,  Sir,  much  greater  than  was  ufual,  even  among 
ourfelves  for  maintaining  an  equal  Number  of  Men.  I  know 
that  during  the  laft  War  1 8,000  of  our  Troops  were  main- 
tained abroad  for  400,000 1.  per  Annum,  and  both  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  had  the  fame  Pay  they  have  now  ;  it  is  true,  it 
may  be  faid,  that  this  Body  of  Men  did  not  coft  fo  much,  be- 
caufe  there  were  no  Guards  among  them  ;  but  I  know.  Sir, 
that  12,000  Men,  Guards  and  Garrifons  included,  were 
maintained  at  home  for  between  3  and  400,000 1.  per  An- 
nufn ;  out  of  which  Sum  were  paid,  the  General's  Money, 
Waggon-Money,  Contingencies,  and  all  other  Items  what- 
ever, any  way  appertaining  to  the  Army.  Confidering  the 
State  this  Nation  is  in  at  prefent,  and  the  heavy  Debts  it  is 
loaded  with,  I  think  no  proper  Method  for  faving  the  Pub- 
lick  Money  ought  to  be  neglefted  ;  if  we  muft  maintain  an 
Army,  let  us  maintain  it  at  as  cheap  a  Rate  as  poffible. 
Even  1 00,000 1.  per  Annum  would  make  no  fmall  Figure,  if 
added  yearly  to  the  Sinking  Fund  :  I  hope,  therefore,  this 
Affair  will  be  thought  on,  and  taken  into  Confideration  when 
we  meet  next  Year.' 

After  this  the  Queftion  was  put,  and  the  above  Refolution  The  fccond  Refo- 

J   ^  ^~  lutionof  the  Corn- 

was  agreed  to.  _       _  _  mittte  agreed  to. 

Jan.  28.  Mr  Winnington  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  Bill,  a  Biu  brought  ia 
Tor  the  better  fe curing  and  encouraging  the  Trade  of  his  Ma-  TradtMif  tiw  suiiar^ 
jejifs   Sugar-Colonies   in   America,  which  was   receiv'd  and  ^^'■^^'''=- -"i  Amc- 
read  the  firft  Time,  and  order'd  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Hereupon  Mr  Perry,  Member  for  London,  faid,  *  That  this  which,  upon  Mr 
Bill  was  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  all  our  Colonies  in  America  oiJcfd  to  "be  prim- 
are  fome  way  or  another  concerned  therein  ;  That  it  v/as  of  '^'^' 
the  utmoil  Confequence   to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  this 
Kingdom,  and   therefore  ought  to   be  maturely  confidered, 
pot  only  ^Yithin  Doors,  but  likevvife  by  all  thofe  without 

Doors 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  II,  Doors  who  undcrfland  any  thing  of   Trade,   and  have  a 

l_  III—,-' I J  Regard  for  the  Profperity  and  Welfare  of  their  native  Coun- 
try ;  and  that  all  fuch  might  have  an  Opportunity  of  giving 
their  Sentiments  upon  this  Occafion,  he  moved,  'That  the  Bill 

Debate  thereon.  Height  be  printed.'  This  iVIotion  being  feconded  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe,  the  Bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr  winnington         Mr  Wintiington  fpoke  next, 

moves,  that  the  o* 

Reprefentations,  OIT, 

coionle' toZe'^^       *  ^^  '^^"^  ^^^^  ^^  of  vcry  great  Confequence  to  the  Trade 
Board  of  Trade,     of  this  Nation  in  general,  and  to  the  Well-being  of  our  Set- 
Se  Houfc.   "  °'^^  tiements,  either  upon  the  Continent  cr  in  the  Iflands  of  Ame- 
rica, we  ought  to  confider  the  particular  Trade  and  Produce 
of  every  one  of  our   Settlements  ;    and  therefore,  that  we 
may  have  as  much  Infight  mto  this   Matter  as  pofiible,  I 
move,   '  That  the  Reprefentations  fent  over  from  our  feveral 
Colonies,  and  laid  before  the  honourable  the  Commiffioners 
of  Trade  and  Plantations,  may  be  laid  before  this  Houfe, 
before  we  go  upon  the  fecond  Reading  of  the  Bill/ 
Col.  Bladen.  Mr  Winnington  was  fupported  by  Col.  Bladen,  who  fpoke 

as  follows : 
Sir, 

•  There  have  been  feveral  Reprefentations  fent  over  to  hia 
Majefty  from  our  Settlements  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  Re- 
prefentations have  been  referred  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  be 
conlidered  by  them,  and  for  them  to  report  their  Opinion 
upon  the  Matter  therein  contained  to  his  Majefty  :  Some  of 
them  we  have  already  confidered,  and  have  given  our  Opi- 
nion upon  them  ;  but  there  are  others  that  we  have  not  as 
yet  had  Time  fo  throughly  to  confider  as  to  be  able  to  give 
any  Opinion  upon  them  ;  however.  Sir,  in  thefe  laft  we  ihall 
make  all  imaginable  Dispatch,  and  ftiall  be  ready  to  lay 
them  before  the  Houfe  as  foon  as  pofiible.' 

Mr  Perry,  Then  Mr  Perry  fpoke  again. 

Sir, 

*  As  this  is  an  Affair  of  fo  great  Confequence,  we  ought 
not  to  be  in  any  Hurry  about  pafiing  the  Bill ;  we  mufl: 
wait  till  we  have  all  thofe  Materials,  which  are  neceff.ry  for 
giving  us  a  full  Information  in  the  Affair  before  us.  There 
is  particularly  in  the  Bill,  as  now  brought  in,  a  Claufe  about 
Lumber,  which  in  my  Opinion  will  do  more  Harm  to  the 
Trade  of  m'-ft  of  our  Colonies,  and  confcquently  to  the  Trade 
of  this  Nation,  than  all  the  other  Claufes  can  do  Good  ; 
but  I  fhall  have  another  Opportunity,  I  hope,  of  giving  my 
Sentiments  fully  upon   this  Head,   and   therefore  1  fhall  not 

,,  .    ,  trouble  the  Houfe  vv-ith  them  at  this  Time.' 

After  him  Mr  Sandys  faid. 

Sir, 
*  This  Bill  was  lall  SciTigh  of  Parliament  a  long  Time 

before 
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before  this  Houfe ;  there  is  no  Claufe  in  the  Bill  now  brought  Anno  y.  Geo.  u. 

in,  but  what  was  in  ihe  former,  and  every  one  of  them  was         fZ^'J:^"    . 

then  fully  confidered  and  particularly  examined  into.     The  - 

Committee,  that  was  appointed  lall  Seffion  of  Parliament  for 

drawing  up  the  Bill,  were  no  lefs  than   three  Months  about 

it ;  in  which  Time  they  certainly  had   under  their   Confi.- 

deration  every  thing,  that   could    poflibly  be  thought  of  for 

giving  them    any  Light  into  the  AiFair.     I  believe    there  is 

no   Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  but   what  is   perfuaded  that 

fome  Meafures   ought  to  be  taken,  and  fpeedily   taken  too, 

for  giving  an  Encouragement  to  our  Sugar- Colonies,  fo  as 

to  enable  them  to  carry  on  a  Trade,  at  leaft,  upon  an  equal 

Footing  with  their  Rivals  in  the  Sugar-l'rade.     The  only 

Reafon  of  the  BiU's  not  paffing,  which  was  brought  in  laft  Seffion 

of  Parliament,  was  that  they  had  not  had  Time  in  the  other 

Houfe  to  conlider   the  Affair   fo  fully  as  they  thought  was 

neceflary  ;  I  have  been  informed,   that  fome  of  the  Members 

of  the  other  Houfe  even  complained,   that  it  was  hard  that 

we  did  not  allow  them  three  Weeks  to  conlider  of  an  Affair, 

that  we  had  been  above   three  Months  in  examining  into. 

As  the  Bill  now  before  us  contains  nothing  but  what  was  in 

the   former  Bill,   which   was  fo  fully  conhder'd   as  to  pafs 

through  this  Houfe,  I  am  therefore  of  Of  inion,  that  there  is 

no  Occafion   to  make  any  Delay  in   the  paffing  of  this  Bill, 

or  to  wait  for  any  farther  Information  in  the  Affair  ;  for  I 

am  perfuaded  we  can  receive  none,  but  what  has  been  already 

laid  before  this  Houfe,  and  fully  confider'd  in  the  Paffing  of 

the  former  Bill.' 

Mr  Oglethorpe  fpoke  next.  Mr  Ogicthorr,, 

Sir, 

*  In  all  Cafes  that  come  before  this  Houfe,  where  there 
leems  to  be  a  Clalhing  of  Interefls  between  one  Part  of  the 
Country  and  another,  or  between  one  Set  of  People  and  a- 
nother,  we  ought  to  have  no  Regard  to  the  particular  Intereft 
of  any  Country  or  Set  of  People  ;  the  Good  of  the  whole  is 
what  we  ought  only  to  have  under  our  Confideration  :  Our 
Colonies  are  all  a  Part  of  our  own  Dominions ;  the  People  in 
every  one  of  them  are  our  own  People,  and  we  ought  to 
Ihew  an  equal  Refpeft  to  all. 

*  I  remember.  Sir,  That  there  was  once  a  Petition  pre- 
fented  to  this  Houfe  by  one  County,  complaining,  that  they 
were  very  much  injur'd  in  their  Trade,  as  to  the  Sale  of 
Beans,  by  another  ;  and  therefore  they  modcflly  prny'd,  that 
the  other  County  Ihould  be  prohibited  to  fell  any  Beans. 

'  Such  things  may  happen,  I  hcpe  it  is  not  fo  at  prefent, 
but  in  the  Cale,  before  us,  if  it  fhould  appear,  that  all  our 
Plantations,  upon  the  Continent  of  America,  are  againir  that: 
which  is  defir'd  by  tlie  Sugar-Colonies,  we  are  to  pre  fume, 

at 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  II.  at  leafl,  that  the  "granting  thereof  will  be  a  Prejudice  to  the 
Trade  or  particular  Interefts  of  our  Continent-Settlements  i 
and  furely.  Sir,  the  Danger  of  hurting  fo  conliderable  a  Part 
of  our  Dominions,  a  Part  fo  extenfive  as  to  reach  from  the 
34th  to  the  46  th  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  will  at  leaft 
make  us  incline  to  be  extremely  cautious,  in  what  we  are  go- 
ing about. 

*  I  ftiall  be  as  ready  as  any  Man,  to  give  all  poflible  Re- 
lief and  Encouragement  to  our  Sugar  Qolonies ;  but  if  the 
Reliefer  Encouragement  asked  for  appear  to  bean  Injury  to 
the  whole,  or  if  it  appears  that  it  will  do  more  Harm  to  the 
other  Parts  of  our  Dominions  than  it  can  do  Good  to  them, 
we  muft  refufe  it ;  we  muft  think  of  fome  other  Methods  for 
putting  them  upon  an  equal  Footing  with  thofe,whoare  their 
Rivals  in  any  particular  Branch  of  Trade. 

*  We  may  form  fome  Judgment,  Sir,  from  the  Appearances 
that  were  before  us  laft  Selfion  of  Parliament :  but  we  may 
form  a  much  more  diftinft  Judgment  of  Things  from  what 
may  be  brought  before  us  now.  Some  of  thofe,  concerned 
here  for  our  Settlements  upon  the  Coiitinent,feem'd  laft  Year 
to  be  indifferent ;  they  feemed  in  fome  Manner  to  give  the 
Affair  up,  I  believe  without  any  good  Authority  from  their 
Conftituents ;  but  now  the  Colonies  themfelves  have  had  an 
Opportunity  to  confider  the  Affair  then  before  us,  and  to 
fend  over  their  Thoughts  upon  the  Subjeft  in  a  proper  and 
authentick  Manner  ;  their  true  and  real  Sentiments  will  beft 
appear  from  the  Reprefentations  they  have  fent  over  ;  and 
till  thefe  are  laid  before  us,  we  cannot  give  our  Opinions, 
either  as  to  their  Inclinations,  or  as  to  the  Weight  of  the  Ob- 
jedtions  that  they  may  make. 

*  I  muft  fay,  Sir,  to  the  Honour  of  the  Gentlemen  con- 
cerned in  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  they  are  as  exaft  and  as 
diligent  in  all  the  Matters  which  fall  under  their  Province  as 
any  Board  in  England  ;  they  have  much  more  Bunnefs  than 
moll:  others,  and  their  Bufmefs  will  be  daily  increafmg,  in  Pro- 
portion as  our  Colonies  increafe  in  Riches  and  in  Power.  It 
13  already  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  Boards  we  have,  and  as  long 
as  the  fame  good  Conduct  is  purfued,  it  will  always  be  of 
great  Benefit  and  Advantage  to  the  Trade  of  the  Britilh 
Dominions.' 

After  this  Debate,  it  was  refolv'd.  That  an  humble  Ad- 
drefs  Ihould  be  prefented  to  his  Majclty,  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  Direftions  to  the  Commillioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  Copies 
of  all  Reprefentations  and  Papers,  which  had  been  laid  before 
them,  fince  the  laft  SelTion  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the 
Difpute  between  his  Majeily's  Sugar- Colonies  and  Northern 
Colonies  in  America.  *  The 
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*rhen  Mr  Wyndham,  Member  for  Dunwich,  moved,  amo 
That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  infpeft  and  fettle  the  ' 
Fees  to  be  taken  by  all  the  Officers  and  Servants  of  their 
Houfe,  and  to  examine  what  Salaries  or  Allowances  they  nioves^M  appoint- 
had  from  the  Government,  and  to  report  the  fame,  with  Jo'i:?rp*;f;"and  fct 
tlieir  Opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houie.  ^'i'"^  '■'=  f«3  oi 

HereutHja  Sir  William  Yonge  fpoke  as  follows : 

c,-    ^  o       A  Debate  thereon. 

Sir, 

*  Confidering   how   much  Bufinefs  of  great  Confequence  ^"  ^^-  "^°"«^' 
BOW  lies,  or  may  probably   come  before  this  Houfe  during  '' 
the  Courfe  of  this  Seffion  of  Parliament,  I  do  not  think  that 

we  ought  to  take  up  the  Time  of  the  Houfe  with  any 
Matters  of  fuch  a  trifling  Nature.  If  any  Complaint  had 
been  made  to  us  of  any  Exaftions  or  exorbitant  Fees  taken 
by  any  of  our  Officers  or  Servants,  it  would  have  been  our 
Duty  to  have  inquired  into  it,  and  to  have  given  all  pro- 
per Redrefs ;  but  as  there  has  been  no  fuch  Complaint  made, 
at  leaft  I  have  heard  of  none,  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  we 
©ught  to  enter  at  prefent  into  fuch  an  Inquiry. 

To  this  Mr  Wyndham  reply'd :  Mr  Wyndtam; 

Sir, 

*  I  made  this  Motion,  not  expefling  indeed  that  it  would 
have  been  oppofed  by  any  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  and 
therefore^  did  not  think  it  was  neceffary  for  me  to  give  any 
Reafons  for  making  the  Motion  ;  but  now  that  I  am  called 
upon,  I  muil  fay,  1  believe.  Sir,  it  is  well  known,  that  there 
are  very  great  Complaints  without  Doors  of  the  extravagant 
Charges  and  Expences,  that  People  are  obliged  to  be  at  in 
paffing  private  Bills,  or  in  carrying  any  other  Bufinefs  through 
either  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  1  do  not  know  where  the  Fault 
lies,  perhaps  it  may  be  in  the  other  Houfe,  but  let  them 
look  to  themfelves,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  take  Care  that  there 
be  no  Ground  for  any  fuch  Complaint  in  our  Houfe.  We 
are  not  to  wait  till  a  regular  Complaint  be  made  j  few  will 
venture  to  complain  in  Form,  becaufe  no  Man  knows  how 
foon  he  may  be  obliged  to  come  back  again  ;  and  when  any 
Exadlions  are  made,  they  are  fingly  confider'd  fo  incon- 
fiderable,  that  no  Man  thinks  it  worth  his  wi.ile  to  complain ; 
but  many  Trifles  amount  to  a  Sum,  and  fuch  Things  gene- 
rally grow  worfe  and  worfe  when  not  look'd  after  and  in- 
quired into  :  If  there  be  any  Evil,  v,hat  I  have  propofed  will 
be  an  efFcftual  Remedy  ;  I  Ihall  be  forry  if  my  Motion  is 
not  agreed  to  ;  but  1  will  at  leaft  have  the  Plcaiurc  of  hav- 
ing made  it,  and  thereby  done  what  was  in  my  Power  for 
preventing  any  F^vil  that   may  enfue.' 

Upon  this  mr  Speaker  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows,       ^■^'-  ^F«»'K<-f- 
Gentlemen, 

*  Since  my  Time,  I  know  of  no  Exaftions  nor  any  cxor- 

V  0  L.  II.  S  bhant 
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Geo.  n.  bitant  Fees  that  have  been  taken  j 
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Mr  Sandys, 


Mr  W,  Plumcr. 


I  have  been  as  careful  za 
poflible  in  this  Point,  and  have  always  made  as  clofe  In- 
quiries as  I  could.  I  remember  feme  Time  ago,  I  found 
that  a  Guinea  was  ufually  given  to  my  Secretary,  upon  the 
giving  out  the  Warrant  for  Writs,  whereas  the  old  Fee  was 
but  ten  Shillings ;  I  thereupon  ordered  exprefly,  that  he 
Ihould  not  receive  any  more  upon  fuch  Occafion  than  the 
old  Fee  of  ten  Shillings  ;  and  to  prevent  all  Pretence  of  giv- 
ing or  taking  what  is  commonly  called  Expedition-Money, 
I  ordered,  that  even  this  Fee  fhould  not  be  charged  or  paid 
till  after  the  Eleftion  was  made,  and  the  Oaths  taken  upon 
the  Return  of  the  Writs.  I  likewife  have  obferved,  that 
the  Clerk  of  Committees  ufually  got  a  Guinea,  in  place  of  the 
old  Fee  of  1 3  s.  and  4  d.  This  I  alfo  have  endeavoured  to 
reftify,  though  it  muft  be  granted  that  in  inoft  Cafes,  even  a 
Guinea  is  a  Reward  fmall  enough  for  his  Trouble  and  At- 
tendance upon  fuch  Occafions.  But  I  believe  that  this  Mo- 
tion was  made,  not  fo  much  on  account  of  any  Abufes  that 
have  been  lately  committed,  as  to  prevent  any  fuch  in  1  ime 
to  come,  which  ought  to  be  every  Gentleman's  Care,  and 
fhall  be  mine,  in  particular,  as  long  as  I  have  the  Honour  to 
be  in  the  Place  where  I  am. 
Mr  Sandys  fpoke  next : 
Sir, 

*  I  am  perfuaded,  that  it  has  always  been  your  particular 
Care,  that  no  Impofitions  fhould  be  made  upon  any  of  the 
Subjefts,  who  have  happened  to  have  any  Bufmefs  before  this 
Houfe  ;  and  I  believe  no  Gentleman  thinks  that  we  have  any 
Occafion  for  fuch  a  Committee,  as  hath  been  propofed,  on  ac- 
count of  any  late  Exaftions  or  exorbitant  Fees  ;  but  now  that 
an  Inquiry  into  the  Fees  taken  by  our  own  Servants  has  been 
propofed,  I  am  afraid  it  may  be  fome  Imputation  upon  us, 
not  to  agree  to  the  Motion.  Coniidering  how  many  Years 
ago  it  is,  fmce  the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the  Servants  of  this 
Houfc  have  been  fettled,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  fome  of 
them  may  now  be  found  to  be  too  fmall ;  and  if  this  Affair 
be  referred  to  a  Committee,  I  think  they  ought  to  increafe 
thofe  which  they  judge  to  be  too  fmall,  as  well  as  to  diminilh 
thofe  which  they  may  think  extravagant. 

After  him  Mr  Walter  Plumer  faid. 
Sir, 

*  I  look  upon  this  Motion  to  be  a  very  proper  one  at  pre- 
fent,  a-.d  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  agree  to  it  ;  becaufe  I  think. 
Sir,  we  ought  to  fearch  whether  or  no  there  be  a  Beam  in 
our  own  Eye  in  order  to  pull  it  out,  before  we  begin  to  pull 
out  the  Mote  that  is  in  another's.  I  prefume  the  honour- 
able Gentlejnan,  who  made  this  Motion,  made  it  only  as  a 
Prelude  to  fomething  cf  more  Confttjugnce  i  I  hope,  after 

we 
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we  have  examined  into,  and  fettled  the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  Anno  $.  ceo.  ii. 
our  own  Clerks  and  Servants,  we  fhall  next  proceed  to  ex- 
amine into,  and  fettle  the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the  Officers, 
Clerks  and  Servants  of  all  our  Courts  of  Law.  As  to  the 
Fees  of  this  Houfe,  I  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  Cafe, 
but  I  am  fure  that  the  other  is  a  very  great  Grievance,  and 
loudly  complained  of  by  the  whole  Nation.  We  have  had 
printed  Lifts  of  all  thofe  Fees  laid  before  us  :  As  yet  we  have 
gone  no  farther  but  only  to  receive  them ;  but  thofe  who 
brought  them  in  have  gone  a  little  farther  ;  they  think  they 
may  now,  by  Authority  of  Parliament,  exaft  all  the  Fees,  at 
leall,  that  are  mentioned  in  thofe  Lifts,  and  from  thence  they 
have  taken  Occafion,  even  to  encreafe  feveral  of  their  Fees 
much  beyond  what  they  had  formerly  any  Authority  for  ; 
fo  that  unlefs  we  proceed  farther,  and  make  fome  proper  Re- 
gulations as  to  all  thofe  Lifts  of  Fees  that  have  been  laid  be- 
fore us,  we  have  by  calling  for  them,  done  rather  an  Lijury 
than  a  Service  to  our  Country.  I  Ihall  therefore  be  for  agree- 
ing-to  the  Motion  now  made,  onpurpofe  that  we  may,  with 
Decency,  proceed  to  the  inquiring  into  and  fetding  the  Fees, 
that  are  to  be  taken  in  all  the  Courts  of  Law,  and  other  Of- 
fices in  the  Nation. 

Then  Mr  Winnington  flood  up,  and  faid,  „  ,,..   .  . 

*  According  to  the  Order  of  this  Houfe,  a  Lift  of  the  Fees, 
ufually  taken  by  every  Clerk  and  Servant  belonging  thereto, 
has  been  brought  in,  and  has  been,  I  believe,  perufed  by 
moft  Members  of  the  Houfe.  I  do  not  hear  that  any  Ob- 
jeftion  is  made  to  any  of  them,  or  that  it  is  pretended  that 
more  has  been  at  any  Time  taken  ;  I  therefore  do  not  fee 
what  Ufe  there  is  for  a  Committee  in  this  Affair  ;  I  believe 
if  we  order  them  to  be  printed,  and  Copies  to  be  fix'd  up  in 
the  publick  Offices  belonging  to  the  Houfe,  it  will  be  fuffici- 
ent  for  preventing  any  exorbitant  Demands  in  Time  to  come, 
and  will  be  as  efFedtual  as  any  thing  that  can  be  done  by  a 
Committee.  I  fuppofe  the  Gentlemen  have  fome  farther 
Defign  in  this  Matter  ;  but  if  they  have,  I  think  they  may 
proceed  upon  it,  without  giving  the  Houfe  any  needlefs 
Trouble  as  to  the  Committee  now  moved  for. 

To  this  Mr  Pulteney  anfwer'd,  "f  ^^''  P-'i'e'iey. 

Sir, 

*  I  was  not  at  all  in  the  Secret  as  to  this  Motion  ;  I  did 
not  know  any  Thing  of  what  farther  Defign  there  may  be, 
fo  that  I  am  fure  I  cannot  in  this  Affair  be  any  way  a  Blab- 
ber. I  agree  with  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  as  to  the  ordering  the  Lift  of  Fees  to  be  printed  ;  let 
them  be  printed  and  publiihecl,  and  if  my  worthy  Friend 
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pleafes,  let  them  be  printed  in  the  Free  Briton  *  too :  But  I 
cannot  think.  Sir,  that  we  ought  to  reft  fatisfied  with  the  Lift 
•  delivered,  without  inquiring  any  farther  about  the  Matter  ; 
becaufe  a  Lift  of  Fees  has  been  delivered  in,  we  are  notfure- 
ly  from  thence  to  conclude,  that  no  greater  Fee  has  ever  been 
taken  than  what  is  mentioned  in  that  Lift :  Exaftions  are  al- 
ways made  in  a  private  clandeftine  Manner  ;  fuch  Secrets 
may  be  difcovered  by  a  Committee,  but  we  are  not  to  ex- 
peft  that  ever  the  Authors  of  fuch  will,  in  a  publick  Man- 
ner, come  voluntarily  and  give  the  Houfe  an  Information  of 
the  Crimes  they  have  been  guilty  of.  It  is  well  known  how 
terrible  Parliamentary  Inquiries  are  to  thofe  who  have  been 
guilty  of  any  Iniquity ;  and  though  by  the  Inquiry  now  moved 
for,  no  Iniquity  fliall  be  difcovered,  yet  the  Terror  of  it 
will  remain,  and  will  be  a  Bar  to  Extortion  for  a  long  Time 
to  come.' 

Then  the  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  airried  in  the  Affir- 
mative, and  a  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly. 
A  Petition  of  Sir        The  fame  Day  a  Petition  was  prefented  by   Sir  Thomas 
utin?'tohirsiUc-    LoH^be,  alicdging,  •  That  he  had,  at  his  own  Expence,  and 
inguie.  with  the  utmoft  Difficulty  and  Hazard,  difcovered  and  intro- 

duced into  this  Kingdom  the  Art  of  making  fine  Italian  Or- 
ganzine  or  Thrown-Silk  out  of  fine  Raw-Silk,  by  large  En- 
gines of  a  moft  curious  and  intricate  Strufture,  which  Com- 
modity was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  carry  on  our  Silk- Weav- 
ing Trade,  and  was  formerly  bought  with  our  Money,  ready 
work'd  in  Italy :  That  his  late  Majefty  had  granted  him  a 
Patent  for  the  fole  making  and  ufing  the  faid  Engines  for  the 
Term  of  14  Years ;  but  that  feveral  Years  of  tne  faid  Term 
was  expired  before  he  could  finifh  the  faid  Engine,  and  by 
reafon  of  other  Difficulties,  the  whole  Term  was  almoft  ex- 
pired before  he  could  bring  the  Manufacture  to  Perfection  ; 
and  therefore  praying  that  the  Houfe  would  take  his  Cafe 
into  Confiueration,  and  grant  him  a  farther  Term  of  Years 
for  the  fole  making  and  ufing  the  faid  Engines,  or  fuch  other 
Recompence  or  Relief,  as  to  the  Houfe  fhali  fcem  meet.' 
MrPerTv'.'Mi-  Upon  this  A'lr  Vcrry  ftood  up  and  faid,    '  That  he  knew 

tiunfcrrefcnir.-    ^]^r^^  ^\^q  Petitioner  had  been  at  a  very  great  Trouble  and  Ex- 
cjinaiittcc.  pence  about  the  fetting  up  of  that  Engine  ;  and  tliat  a  great 

Part  of  the  Term  granted  by  the  Patent  had  pafTed,  before 
Dcbiie  thereon,  any  Advantage  could  be  made  of  that  moft  ufeiul  Invention, 
and  tlierefore  he  moved,  That  the  Petition  ihould  be  referred 
M'  OtUthorp.  ^^  ^''^  Confideration  of  a  Committee.'  Mr  Oglethorp  added, 
'  That  fincc  the  Petitioner  had,  at  his  own  Expence  and 
Hazard,  introduced  a  moil  ufeful  and  neceflary  Manufadture 

into 
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into  this  Kingdom,  he  certainly  ought  to  meet  with  all  pro-  Anno  j.  Geo.  ir. 
per  Encouragement :  That  one  Engine  was  now  fet  up  and  ,^  '-^'-^'  _j 
finilhed  in  the  Town  of  Derby,  by  which  that  whole  County       "  ~ 

was  improved,  and  many  of  their  Poor  employed,  who  pro- 
bably would  have  otherways  been  a  Rurden  upon  tiieir  re- 
fpedive  Parifhes  :  Therefore  he  feconded  the  Motion  for  re- 
ferring the  Petition  to  a  Committee.'  Hereupon  Sir  Thomas  skTho.  Afton, 
Alton  faid,  '  That  Patents  had  always  been  look'd  upon 
as  prejudicial  to  the  Trade  and  Manufadtures  of  this 
Kingdom,  more  efpecially  when  continued  for  any  long  Term 
of  Years  ;  for  wnich  Reafon  their  Ancellors  had  been  fo 
wife,  as  to  make  a  Law  againft  the  granting  of  any  Patent 
for  a  longer  Term  than  1 4  Years ;  and  it  would  be  a  dan- 
gerous Precedent  for  them  to  prolong  the  Term,  or  to  grant 
a  new  Term  to  any  Patentee :  That  the  Petitioner  had  en- 
joyed the  Benefit  of  his  Patent  feveral  Years,  had  carried  on 
a  vaft  Trade  under  the  fame,  and  had  thereby  acquired  a 
great  de.d  of  Riches,  which  he  thought  was  a  fufficient 
Kecompence  for  the  Charge  or  Hazard  he  had  been  at  : 
That  the  prolonging  of  the  Term  would  not  only  be  to  pre- 
vent the  Nation's  makmg  any  Benefit  of  that  Invention,  but 
alfo  to  gi\  e  the  Petitioner  a  farther  Opportunity  of  dillurb-. 
ing  all  other  Inventions,  Works  or  Engines,  any  way  refem- 
blmg  his,  which  would  be  a  great  Difcouragement  to  all  new 
Improvements  or  Manufadtures,  and  confequently  of  dan- 
gerous Confeqaence  to  the  Trade  of  this  Nation  j  therefore 
he  could  not  but  be  againlt  even  referring  tiie  Petition  to  the 
Coniideration  of  a  Committee.'  Sir  John  Ruthout  faid,  sir  John  Ruflio«, 
*  That  as  no  Man  was  intitled  to  a  Patent,  but  he  who  intro- 
duced fome  new  Invention  or  Manufadure  into  the  Kingdom, 
he  did  not  know,  whether  the  Petitioner  had  at  firit  any  l^itle 
to  a  Patent ;  for  that  to  liis  Jvnowledge  there  had  been,  in  the 
Parifh  where  he  lived,  fome  fuch  Manufaclure  for  upwards 
of  thirty  Years.  However,  fuppofing  that  the  Petitioner 
had  at  iirft  a  good  Title  to  a  Patent,  yet  he  could  not  think 
that  there  was  any  Reafon  for  renewing  the  Term  ;  but  as 
all  thefe  things  would  properly  come  under  the  Cognizance 
of  the  Committee,  therefore  he  would  not  be  againft  refer- 
ring the  Petition  to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee.' 

Hereupon  Mr  Perry  flood  up  again,  and  ipoke  as  follows :      ^r  Periy, 
Sir, 

'  The  Petitioner,  Sir  Thomas  Lombe,  happening  to  have 
a  Brother  whofe  Head  is  extremely  well  turned  for  the  Me- 
chanicks,  and  both  of  them  being  well  informed  of  the  great 
Charge,  that  this  Nation  was  }-eany  put  to  in  the  Purchafe  of 
tliat  Sort  of  Italian  Thrown-Silk  call'd  Organzine,  and  that 
the  fame  was  all  made  within  the  Dominions  of  Savoy,  by 
ihe  Mean-,  o^'  a  large  and  curioui  Engine  nhith  had  bteu  ftt 
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Anno  J,  G«o,  II.  up  and  kept  at  work  for  many  Years  in  that  Cbuntiy,  but 
>7?i-32-     .  jj^jj  ^jggjj  }jgpj  {q  fecret,  that  no  other  Nation  could  ever  yet 
come  at  the  Invention  j  they  refolved  to  make  an  Attempt 
for  the  bringing  of  this   Invention  into  their  own  Country. 
They  knew  that  there  would  be  great  Difficulty  and  Danger 
in  this  Undertaking,  becaufe  the  King  of  Sardinia  had  made 
it  Death  for  any  Man  to  difcover  tliis  Invention,  or  attempt 
to  carry  it  out  of  his  Dominions  ;  however,   the  Petitioner's 
Brother  refolved  to  venture  his  Perfon  for  the  Benefit  and 
Advantage  of  his  Native  Country,  and  Sir  Thomas  was  re- 
folved to  venture  his  Money,  and   to  furnifh  his  Brother  with 
whatever  Sums  fhould  be  neceflary  for  executing  fo  bold  and 
fo  generous  a  Defign.     His  Brother  went  accordingly  over  to 
Italy,  and  after  a  long  Stay,  and  a  great  Expence  in  that 
Country,  he  found  Means  to  fee  this  Engine  fo  often,  and  to 
pry  into  the  Nature  of  it  fo  narrowly,  that  he  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  the   whole   Invention,    and  of  all  the  diiferent 
Parts  and  Motions  belonging  thereto.     After  his   Return  to 
England,  Sir  Thomas,  who  knew  the  Excellency  of  his  Bro- 
ther's Genius,    and  could  depend  upon  his  Word,  was  con- 
vinced that  he  was  fully  Mailer  of  the  Thing,  and  therefore 
he  chearfully  agreed  to  fupply  whatever  Expence  fhould  be 
neceflary  for  fetting  it  up  in  England ;    but  that  he  might 
have  the  fame  Advantage,   that  other  Perfons  have  and  are 
intltled  unto  upon  fuch  Occafions,    he  applied  and   got   a 
Grant  of  a  Patent  from  his  late  Majefty  in  the  Year  171  8, 
This  Engine  is  fo  large,  and  there  are  fo  many  Wheels,  Mo- 
tions,   Spindles,    and  other  things  belonging  to  it,    that   it 
was  three  Years  after  he  had  obtained  his  Patent,  before  he 
could  poffibly  finifh  the  Engine.     After  the  finilhing  thereof, 
he  could  make  no  Benefit  thereby,  till  he  had  procured  and 
inflrufted  a  fufficient  Number  of  Perfons  Jiow  to  work  the 
fame  ;    and  before  he  could  do  this,  his  Sardinian  Majelly 
had  got  an  Account  that  the  Engine  was  fet  up  in  England, 
and  he  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  Difadvantage  it  would  be  to  his 
Country,  to  have  that  Sort  of  Thrown-Silk  made  in  any 
other  Part  of  the  World,  that  he  immediately  prohibited  the 
Exportation  of  Raw-Silk  out  of  his  Country  ;    and  before 
Sir  Thomas  could  fall  upon  any  way  of  getting  a  fufficient 
Quantity  of  Raw-Silk  ftole  out  of  that  Country,  fo  as  to 
make  any  Advantage  of  his  Engine,  the  Term  of  his  Patent 
was  w'ithin  a  very  few  Years  of  being  expired,  from  which 
we  may  conclude  that  it  is  impoffible,  that  he  could  as  yet 
have  got  a  fufficient  Recompence  for  the  Hazard  and  Ex- 
pence  that  he  has  been  at.     There  might  have  been  before, 
there  may  be  ftill,  feme  other  Sorts  of  Twift-Silk  made  in 
England  ;  but  there  never  was  any  fuch  a?  Organzine  made, 
nor  was  there  ever  any  fuch  Engine  in  Englarjd,  as  this  that 
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has  been  brouglit  in  and  fet  up  by  the  Petitioner  and  his  Bro-  Amo  j.  ceo.  il 
ther.  Thofe  who  are  expert  in  the  Silk-Manufaftures  know  JIT'J^'  i 
well  the  Difference  between  the  Organzine  and  any  other 
Sort  of  Twifted-Silk,  but  Gentlemen  who  have  not  narrowly 
examined  into  the  Affair  may  be  miflaken  ;  but  as  to  the  En- 
gine, the  Difference  between  it  and  any  other  may  be  eafily 
difcovered  :  It  is  a  very  large  Engine,  which  is  firft  moved 
by  Water,  by  the  Means  of  which  firft  Motion  a  great  many 
Wheels  and  Spindles  are  fet  a  moving,  and  thereby  great 
Quantities  of  Silk  are  twilled  in  a  much  finer  Manner,  and 
by  much  fewer  Hands,  than  can  pofSbly  be  done  by  any 
Engine  that  was  ever  yet  invented. 

Mr  Barnard  fpoke  next :  Mr  Bwnari 

Sir, 

*  The  chief  Reafon  why  the  Petitioner  has  never  yet  been 
able  to  make  any  great  Advantage  of  his  Invention  is,  that 
no  Raw-Silk  is  proper  for  his  Purpofe  but  the  Italian,  fo 
that  he  could  have  but  very  little,  except  what  was  privately 
ilole  out  of  the  Dominions  of  Savoy.  He  has  been  at  the 
Expence  of  making  feveral  Experiments  of  the  Turky  Raw- 
Silk,  but  has  always  found  that  it  is  impolTible  to  make  good 
Organzine  of  that  Sort  of  Silk.  He  has  likewife  tried  the 
Raw-Silk  brought  from  China,  and  he  finds  that  it  would 
do  as  well  as  the  Italian,  but  then  the  Company  keeps  it  at 
fo  high  a  Price,  that  it  will  not  anfwer ;  what  may  be  the 
Reafon  of  the  Company's  keeping  that  Silk  fo  dear,  I  know 
not ;  I  can  find  no  other  Reafon  for  it,  but  only  the  great 
Profits  that  Company  are  refolved  to  make  of  every  thing, 
which  they  have  an  exclufive  Privilege  for  dealing  in.  I  am 
fure  they  purchafe  it  in  the  Country  at  a  very  cheap  Rate, 
and  the  Danger  or  Expence  of  bringing  it  Home  cannot  be 
fo  great,  but  that  they  may  fell  it  at  a  more  reafonable 
Price.  The  Petitioner  has  likewife  made  fome  Experiments 
of  the  Raw-Silk  that  has  been  produced  from  Carolina, 
which  has  anfwer'd  extremely  well ;  and  if  there  were  enough 
of  it,  we  fhould  not  perhaps  be  obliged  to  lay  out  fo  much 
of  the  Nation's  Money  on  the  Purchafe  of  Italian  Raw-Silk, 
nor  fhould  we  have  Occafion  to  trouble  ourfelves  much  about 
the  prohibiting  of  the  Exportation  of  their  Raw-Silk  ;  but 
as  yet  there  is  but  very  little  Silk  produced  from  Caro- 
lina, fo  that  the  Petitioner  could  not  mSke  any  Advantage 
thereby.  I  do  not  know  what  this  Houfe  may  judge  to  be 
a  proper  Recompence  to  the  Petitioner,  for  the  Hazard  and 
Expence  he  has  been  at ;  but  whatever  Refolutions  may  be 
made  in  this  Affair,  all  pofTible  Care  ought  to  be  taken  for 
preventing  the  Invention's  being  carried  out  of  this  Country. 
Jf  we  can  keep  our  Neighbours  from  flealing  it  from  us,  it 
will  be  a  grent  EiiC'jm:iiif.nicnt  to  feveral  Branches  of  our 
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Silk-Manufafture  Trade  ;   we  (hall  have  the  Benefit  at  leaft 
of  fupplying  moft  of  them  with  that  Sort  of  Thrown-Silk 
called  Orgahzine.' 
Mr  Ogiethorp.  Then  Mr  Oglcthorp  ftood  up  again,  and  faid, 

Sir, 
'  The  Aft  for  confining  the  King's  Patents  to  the  Term 
of  14  Years,  was  made  in   the   Reign  of  King  James  I. 
The  Bubbles  and  Monopolies  which  were  erefted,  and  the 
many    Enormities    which    were     committed     about    that 
Time  and  for  fome  Years  before,    had  become  a  publick 
Grievance,  and  was  loudly  exclaimed  at ;   and  the  Reafon 
for  making  that  Law,  was  to  prevent  the  fetting  up  of  any 
fuch  Bubbles  or  Monopolies  for  the  future.     The  Petitioner 
has  never  fo  much  as  endeavoured  to  make  a  Bubble  of  his 
Affair,  nor  hza  he  ever  grafped  at  the  fetting  up  of  any  un- 
lawful  Monopoly.     He  pretends   to  nothing  elfe  but  what 
every  Author  of  a  new  Invention  is  reafonably  intitled  unto, 
that  is,  to  have  the  fole  Ufe  of  his  own  Invention  for  fo 
long  a  Time,  as  may  be  a  jnfl  Kecompence  to  him  for  the 
Hazard  and  Expence  he  has  been  at,  in  bringing  his  Invention 
to  Perfection.     If  he  can  fhew  to  this  Houfe,  that  he  has 
not  yet  had  fuch  a  Recompence  as  is  fufficient,  we  are  not 
confined  by  the  former  Law  ;  we  not  oniy  may,  but  we  ought, 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  prolonging  the  Term  of  his   Patent, 
or  we  ought  to  grant  him  fuch  other  Recompence  as  may  be 
deemed  proper  and  reafonable.     Raw-Silk  may  be  bought 
even    in  this  Country  for  i6s.  per  Pound,  but  when  that 
very  Raw-Silk  is  manufadturcd  and  made  Orgarzine,  it  felis 
for  24  s.  per  Pound  ;  the  Difference,  which  is  fifty  per  Cent. 
is  all   clear  Money  got  to  the  Nation  ;  the  8  s.  per  Pound, 
which  is  added  to  the  Price  of  that  Commodity,  is  all  clear 
Gain  to  us,  becaufe  it  is  added  by  the  Labour  and  Indultry 
of  our  own   People  ;  and  fmce  this  Gain  can  be  made  only 
by  the  Means  of  this  Engine,  we  muft  grant  that  this  Gen- 
tleman has,  at  his  own  Ilazard  and  Charge,  brought  home  a 
very   ufeful  and  profitable   Branch   of  Trade    to    his  own 
Country,  for  which  he  certainly  deferves  a  Recompence.    If 
he  can  fhew  that  he  has  not  as  yet  a  Recompence  by   means 
of  tiie   Patent  granted   to  him,  either  becaufe  of  the  Diffi- 
culty of  bringing  his  Invention  to  Perfection,   or  becaufe  of 
inevitable  Accidents   that  have  occurred,  his  Cafe  ought  to 
be  confidered  ;  and  the  only  proper  Way  to  inquire  into  this 
Matter,  is   to   refer   his  Petition  to  the  Confideration  of  a 
Commitroe. 
Mr  J,  Drumr.ond.       Then  I\Ir  John  Drummoud,  Member  for  Perth,  faid. 
Sir, 
*  1   fhall  only  take  Notice  that  fince  the  Time  that  this 
Gentleman's  Invention  was  brought  to  Perfection,  our  Ex- 
ports 
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ports  of  Gold  and  Silver  Lace  ha,ve  increafed  to  a  great  De-  Anno  j.  gm.  ir, 
gree  j  the  Reafon  of  which  is,  that  the  Sort  of  Twift  or  ,JI}^'-'  , 
Thrown-Silk,  that  is  made  by  the  means  of  his  Engine,  is 
the  only  proper  Silk  that  can  be  made  ufe  of  in  the  Manu- 
fafture  of  Gold  and  Silver  Lace  ;  and  we  having  now  that 
Sort  of  Silk  in  much  greater  Plenty,  and  much  cheaper 
than  we  ever  had  it  before,  our  Manufafturers  in  fuch  Laces 
have  been  able  to  fell  thofe  Manufadures  much  cheaper  than 
they  were  ever  fold  before  in  tliis  Country,  from  whence 
has  proceeded  the  great  Increafe  of  our  Exports  of  that 
Commodity  ;  and  when  there  are  fuch  Quantities  exported, 
we  may  depend  upon  it  that  there  is  very  little,  if  any,  im- 
ported, notwithftanding  that  there  is  perhaps  more  of  it  now 
wore  in  this  Country  than  ever  was  before.  This  I  take 
Notice  of,  Sir,  becaufe  I  look  upon  it  as  an  Improvement 
in  our  Manufadures,  that  is  entirely  owing  to  this  Gentle- 
man's Invention.' 

Then  the  above  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Confideration  14,0001.  grants* 
of  a  Committee  :  A  Bill  palfed  afterwards,  in  this  Seffion,  for  tosirTho.  Lombe 

,,.,,.,_,,  i  ,  ,  ^  "  fortncouragemenc 

allowmg  Sjr    Thomas   Lombe  14,000  /.  as  an  iincourage-  of  iiis invention ot 
ment   for  his  ufeful  Invention,  but  without  Renewing  his  *  ^'''''^"S'"*- 
Patent. 

The  Houfe  having  refolv'd  itfelf  into  a  Grand  Committee,  Motion  for  granting 
to  confider  farther  of  the  Supply,  a  Motion  was  made,  That  Pcniionefs'of°ciieri 
25,348  /.  z  s.    be  granted  to  his  Majelly,  upon  Account  for  ''"•"''^i'ai. 
Out-Penlioners  of    Chelfea-Hofpital     for  the  Year   1732;  Debate  thereon. 
which  being  feconded,  Mr  Pulteney  fpoke  on  that  Occafion  Mr  w. ruitcncy. 
as  follows ;  > 

Sir, 

*  I  do  not  now  rife  up  to  make  any  Motion  ;  but  I 
think  I  am,  in  Duty  to  my  Country,  in  Duty  to  thofe 
who  do  me  the  Honour  to  give  me  a  Place  in  this  Houfe, 
bound  to  take  Notice  of  fome  Accounts  or  Eflimates 
which  have  been  laid  before  us,  and  which  to  me  feem 
to  be  fomewhat  extraordinary.  I  mull:  in  general  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  Eftimates  of  the  Publick  Expence  increafe 
every  Year  :  From  Year  to  Year  there  is  always  fome  new 
Article  to  be  provided  for,  or  fome  Addition  made  to  the 
old.  If  we  at  any  Time  get  free  of  an  extraordinary  Charge, 
it  always  leaves  fome  Marks  behind  it  ;  there  is  always  fome 
Part  of  it  remains,  and  is  continued  to  be  a  Burden  upon 
the  People  :  Thefe  fmail  Remains  may  be  by  fome  thought 
too  inconfiderable  to  be  taken  Notice  of,  but  to  me  nothing 
feems  to  be  inconfiderable  that  is  a  Ciiarge  upon  the  People  j 
thefe  fmall  Remains  and  thefe  annual  Additions,  by  thus 
yearly  increafmg,  may  come  at  laft  to  be  a  Burden  too  heavy 
to  be  borne. 

V  Q  L.  II.  T  *  I  cannot 
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'  I  cannot  now  omit  taking  Notice  of  tLe  Article  of 
Chelfea  College  ;  by  the  Eftimate  now  laid  before  us,  that 
Article  appears  to  be  heavier  than  it  was  laft  Year.  During 
the  laft  War  this  Nation  maintained  near  200,000  Men,  of 
which  near  90,000  were  National  Troops,  yet  towards  the 
End  of  that  War,  the  Penfioners  of  Chelfea  College  did  not 
amount  to  above  2000,  whereas  if  we  include  the  Regiment 
of  Invalids,  and  the  feveral  Independent  Companies  of  In- 
valids, they  now  amount  to  above  4000  Men.  I  do  not 
doubt  but  the  Commiflioners  do  whatever  they  can  to  exa- 
mine, and  to  admit  none  but  thofe,  who  by  the  Rules  of  that 
Hofpital  appear  to  be  intitled  to  be  taken  in.  I  likewife 
Icnow  how  many  Solicitations  they  muft  daily  meet  with, 
and  how  hard  it  is  in  moft  Cafes  to  refufe  them  ;  yet  for 
the  Sake  of  their  Country  they  ought  to  be  extremely  cau- 
tious in  this  Refpeft  ;  there  may  be  many  who  are  by  the 
Rules  intitled  to  be  taken  in,  acd  yet  are  not  proper  Objefts 
of  Charity  and  Compaffion  either  publick  or  private.  I 
know.  Sir,  that  there  is  a  Spirit,  among  the  Officers  of  the 
Army,  for  having  all  their  Regiments  look  well  to  the  Eye  ; 
there  is  a  fort  of  Emulation  among  them,  who  fhall  have 
the  moft  young  and  the  beft  look'd  Fellows  in  their  Regi- 
ment :  This  is  the  Caufe  that  many  a  brave  old  Soldier  is 
difcharged,  in  order  to  make  room  for  a  fpruce  young  Fel- 
low, who  can  powder  his  Hair  and  drefs  (o  as  to  make  a 
good  Appearance  upon  a  Day  of  Review,  though  the  old 
Man  be  perhaps  the  better  Soldier  of  the  two,  and  not  only 
willing  but  able  to  ferve  his  Country  for  many  Years ;  yet 
he  is  difcharged  as  unfit  for  Service,  and  brought  in  as  a 
Penfioner  upon  Chelfea- College  :  They  are  admitted  mto  the 
College  as  Men  old  and  infirm,  yet  when  once  they  are  got 
in,  they  feem  to  be  immortal ;  their  Numbers  never  decreafe  ; 
furely  there  are  many  of  thofe  immortal  old  Men  who  live 
fo  long  as  idle  Penlioners  of  Chelfea  College,  that  might 
have  ferved  for  a  great  Part  of  that  Time  as  good  Soldiers 
even  in  a  marching  Regiment,  more  efpecially  in  Time  of 
Peace,  when  there  is  not  the  leaft  Occafion  for  their  being 
obliged  to  undergo  any  great  Fatigues  ;  their  Duty  cannot 
be  extraordinary,  and  their  Marches  may  be  made  as  ealy 
as  they  pleafe.  I  remember  tliat  at  the  laft  Scrutiny  which 
was  made  into  the  Aifairs  of  that  Hofpital,  in  which  a  Right 
Honourable  Perfon  had  a  principal  Concern,  above  one  half 
of  the  Ferfons,  v.hofe  Names  were  entered  as  Penfioners, 
could  not  poifibly  be  found  ;  and  of  thofe  who  were  en- 
tered as  Letter-Men,  there  were  above  100,  which  was  at 
Icait  one  iialf,  difcharged  ;  I  do  not  indeed  know  why  there 
jliould  be  any  entered  in  that  Ciiaiafter,  I  do  not  fee  that 
ti^cre  is  anr  Neocffity  for  it. 
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*  We  have  heard.  Sir,  a  great  deal  of  the  fine  Roads  late- 
ly made  through  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
of  their  being  fuch  as  they  have  been  reprefented  ;  nor  do 
I  doubt  but  that  the  Gentleman,  who  had  the  Overfight  and 
Direftion  of  them,  has  taken  Care  to  execute  the  Defign 
as  faithfully  and  as  frugally  as  was  poffible ;  but  I  cannot 
fee  what  it  was  that  made  fuch  a  Defign  fo  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  :  Thefe  Highlanders,  it  is  true,  were  made  appear 
terrible  before  they  were  known,  but  after  we  got  a  little 
more  into  their  Acquaintance,  they  appeared  to  be  but  Men  ; 
and  after  they  were  difarmed,  I  cannot  fee  that  there  was 
any  great  Occafion  for  this  extraordinary  Expence,  for  which 
I  find  there  is  now  charged  about  the  Sum  of  10,000  1.  but 
iince  we  have  been  at  this  extraordinary  and  unnecelTary  Ex- 
pence,  and  that  the  Highlands  are  thereby  made  accelTible, 
whenever  we  have  a  mind  to  fend  any  Troops  into  that 
Country,  there  is  certainly  no  farther  Occafion  for  the  fix 
Highland  Companies,  which  are  kept  up  only  for  preferving 
the  Peace  of  that  Country  ;  thefe  Six  Companies  amount  to 
above  500  Men,  and  the  maintaining  of  them  colls  the  Pub- 
lick  much  above  5000 1.  yearly  ;  this  Expence  may  certainly 
be  now  faved,  and  all  the  Service  they  do,  or  can  poffibly 
do,  may  for  the  future  be  performed  by  Detachments  from 
the  Regiments,  which  are  kept  in  that  Part  of  the  Ifland. 
Thefe  Things,  Sir,  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  take  Notice 
of,  but  I  (hall  make  no  Motion,  only  I  hope  that  they  will 
be  ferioufly  confidered,  and  that  all  proper  Methods  will  be 
taken  for  leffening  the  Publick  Charge  as  much  as  poffible.' 

Hereupon  Sir  William  Strickland  Hood  up  and  faid,  c.-.^V  stridiU£*v 

Sir, 

*  I  have  had  the  Honour  to  ferve  for  fome  time  at  the 
Beard,  for  admitting  Penfioners  into  Chelfea-Hofpital  ;  I 
can  anfwer  for  it,  that  in  all  my  Time,  and  I  believe  I  may 
fay  for  feveral  Years  before,  all  imaginable  Care  has  been 
taken,  to  admit  none  but  thofe  who  were  juftly  intitled  to 
that  publick  Charity,  or  rather  that  publick  Reward  for  long 
and  faithful  Services  :  None  have  ever  been  admitted  but 
fuch  as  had  been  difabled  in  the  Service,  or  fuch  as  had  feiv- 
ed  their  Country  fcr  at  leall  twenty  Years,  and  were  dif- 
charged  as  unfit  for  farther  Service.  The  Soldiers  have  always 
been  obliged  to  bring  Certificates  from  their  Officers  of  the 
Time  of  their  Service,  or  of  the  Manner  of  their  having  been 
difabled  in  the  Service.  We  have  been  fo  cautious,  that  v><i 
have  made  the  Fellows  llrip  to  the  Skin,  that  v.'c  might  ex- 
amine them  the  more  narrowly,  and  might  be  the  better  able 
to  judge  v/hether  they  were  artuclly  difabled  and  unlit  for 
any  farther    S\,'rvicv*  ;  and  i:fcer  i'l^ch  a   llrict   Inquiry,   -.'.e 

T  2  couli 
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Ahno  5.  Geo.  II.   could  not  In  Confcience,  we  could  not  in  HumanltVj  te* 
t_    -/-!_/  rule  to  admit  them. 
Sir  J,  Ruftout,  Sir  John  Rufhout  fpoke  next  : 

Sir, 

*  It  does  appear  ftrange  to  me,  that  notwithftanding  ouf 
long  Peace,  the  Number  of  thofe  Peniioners,  and  the  Charge 
the  Publick  is  put  to  for  maintaining  them,  fhould  be  every 
Day  increafing :  Twenty  Year^  Services  I  mull  grant  to  be 
a  long  Term,  but  yet  it  is  not  always  a  proper*  Qualification  ; 
if  a  Man  enters  young  into  the  Service,  which  molt  do,  he 
may  have  been  a  Soldier  for  twenty  Years,  and  yet  very  fit 
for  Service,  or  for  any  Day  Labour ;  and  if  fuch  a  Man  be 
difcharged,  I  fee  no  Reafon  why  the  Publick  fhould  be 
obliged  to  maintain  him  ;  he  may  work  for  his  daily  Bread. 
The  Publick  ought  not  to  encourage  any  Man  to  live  idle, 
if  he  can  polTibly  earn  a  Subfiilance  by  his  daily  Labour  :  I 
believe.  Sir,  there  are  many,  who  are  now  Penfioners  of  Chel- 

I  fea-Hofpital,  who  have  Wives  and   Children,  and  who  not 

only  can,  but  do  earn  as  much  by  their  Labour  as  might 
maintain  them  and  their  Families ;  what  they  have  from  the 
Publick  only  contributes  to  encouraL,e  and  fupport  their  Ex- 
travagance :  That  Hofpital  was  -never  defigned  for  fuch 
Men  ;  it  was  defigned  as  a  charitrb'e  Relief  only  for  thofe, 
whofe  great  Agt,  or  great  Sufferings  in  the  publick  Service, 
had  rendert-d  utterly  incapable  of  maintaining  themfelves  by 
their  daily  Labour,  and  fuch  only  can  regularly  be  admitted 
as  Penfioners  upon  the  Publick. 
Wr  U,  Peiham,  To  this  Mr  Pelham  anfwer'd. 

Sir, 

*  I  have  had  the  Honour  to  be  one  of  th^  Chelfea-Board 
for  fomc  Years,  and  am  very  certain  that  ever  fince  I  had 
any  Concern  in  it,  there  have  been  few  or  no  Impofitions  ever 
put  upon  the  Commiffioners ;  I  could  never  indeed  difcover 
that  any  one  Man  was  admitted,  who  was  not  juftly  intitled 
thereto.  The  worthy  Gentleman,  who  fpoke  lalt,  is  millaken, 
if  he  thinks,  that  the  Number  of  the  Penfioners  of  that  Col- 
lege is  this  Year  increafed,  upon  the  contrary  the  Number  is 
diniinilhed  :  There  are  twenty  two  Penfioners  lefs  this  Year 
than  there  were  the  laft ;  it  is  true,  the  Sum  charged  for 
that  Hofpital  is  larger  now  than  it  was  laft  Year,  but  that 
proceeds  from  this  being  Leap- Year,  fo  that  tliere  is  a  Day's 
Subfiilancc  for  the  whole  Nomber  of  Penfioners  more  than 
there  Avas  lafl  Year,  which  amoants  to  a  much  larger  Sum 
than  the  Savings,  by  the  Decreafe  in  the  Number  of  Penfi- 
oners, does  .imount  to. 

*  As  for  tne  great  Increafe  of  Penfioners  upon    that  Col- 
lege within   thefe   few  Years  pail,  it  is  very  eafy  to  account 
for  it^  becaufe  th^re  were  fonie  time  r.go  two  or  three  Regi- 
me at -j 
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tticnts  brougKt  over  from   Gibraltar  atid  Port-Mahon,  that  Anno  5.  gm.  u. 
had  been  in  Garrifon  in  thofe  two  Places  for  1 5  or  1 6  Years,       '7?'-^*- 
in  all  which  time  there  had  been  few  or  no   Men  difcharged 
upon   account  of  Age  or   Infirmity,    from  either  of  thofe 
Regiments  ;  the  Reafon  of  <vhich,  I   fuppofe,   was  the  great 
Expence  of  fending  them  home,  and  carrying  over  frelh  Re- 
cruits in  their  room  :    Thefe  Soldiers  having  but  very  litde 
Fatigue,  the  Officers    found  Means  to  make  them  periorm 
all  the  Duty  that  was  required  of  them,  while  they  remained 
in  Garrifon  ;  but  upon  their  being  brought  home,  the  Change 
of  the  Air,  added  to  their   own  Age  and  Infirmities,  made 
moft  of  them  entirely  unfit  for  a  March,  or  for  any   Duty- 
whatever  J  and  it  being  then  eafy  for  the  Ofiicers  to  fupply 
their  Places  with  young  Men  that  were  fit  for  Service,  great 
Numbers  of  them  were  difcharged,  fo  that  I  may  fay,  that 
the  moft  Part  of  thofe  two  or  three  Regiments  came  all  upon 
the  Hofpital  at  once.     Another  Reafon,   Sir,   that  has  con- 
tributed  much  to   the  Increafe  of  thofe  Penfioners,  is,  that 
there  is  as  yet  but  a  very  bad  Provifion  for  decayed  Soldiers 
in  the  Hofpital  in  Ireland,  which  is  the  Caufe,  that  whenever 
any  Regiment  is  brought  over  from    that  Country  in  the 
Courfe  of  Changing,  the  old  and  difabled  Men,  who  while  in 
Ireland,  did  all  taey  could  to  conceal  their  Age  or  Infirmity, 
then  begin  to  folicite,  and  often  obtain  a  Difcharge  and  Cer- 
tificate from  their  Ofiicer,  in  order  to  get  tiiemfelvcs  entered 
as  Penfioners  in  Chelfea  College :  This   has   been  a  Sort  of 
Grievance,    but  his  Majelly  is  doing  all   he  can  to  get  it 
redtify'd,  as  he  does  with  refpeft  to  every  Grievance  as  foon 
as  ever  he  difcovers  it  j   and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  he  will 
have  Succefs  in  his  Endeavours  as  to  tuis. 

*  The  worthy  Gentleman  was  in  the  right,  when  he  faid, 
that  twenty  Years  Service  was  not  always  a  proper  Qualifica- 
tion ;  it  is  not  always  allowed  of  as  fuch  ;  I  have  myl'elf 
known  feveral  Examples,  when  a  fturdy  well-looked  Man  has 
come  with  a  proper  Difcharge  and  Certificate  from  his  OfH- 
cer,  in  order  to  be  admitted  upon  the  College,  that  the  Board 
have  beenfo  far  from  admitting  him,  that  they  examined  him 
as  to  the  Method  of  his  obtaining  his  Difcharge,  and  if  it  ap- 
peared, that  he  had  folicited  the  fame,  they  have  abfolutely 
refufed  to  admit  him  ;  upon  the  other  hand,  if  it  appear- 
ed that  he  had  not  folicited  his  Difcharge,  but  was  willing 
to  continue  in  the  Service,  the  Board  has  fent  him  back  to 
the  Regiment,  with  Orders  to  his  Oificer  to  receive  him. 

*  As  to  the  new  Roads  made  tlirough  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  they  arc  certainly  of  great  Ufe  not  only  to  that 
Country,  but  to  the  whole  Nation,  becaufeof  theeafy  Acccfs 
that  is  thereby  made  to  and  from  rhe  Country  ;  and  the  Ex- 
pence  Will  appear  to  be  v^ry  fmall,  w  hen  compared  wiih  the 

great 
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great  Charges;  that  have  formerly  been  brought  in,  for  march- 
ing Detachments  through  that  Country  j  one   would  be  fur- 
prized  to  fee  the  Difference  between   the  Sums  charged  for 
the  making  of  thofe  Roads,  and  the  vaft   Sums  charged  for 
fome  of  thofe  Marches  ;  and  whoever  will  be  at  the  pains  to 
compare  them   together,  muft  grant,  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  had  the  Diredion  of  making  thofe  Roads, 
has  taken  the  utmoft  Care  to  fee  the  Defign  executed  in  the 
moft  faithful   and  frugal  Manner,  and  that  he  has  thereby 
done  a  Piece  of  fignal  Service  to  his  Country  and  to  Pof- 
terity. 
MrW.Pnitcney.       Then  Mr  Pulteney  replied  as  follows : 
Sir, 
*  I  doubt  not  but  all  neceffary  Precautions  are  taken,    at 
prefent,  as  to  the  admitting  of  Penfioners  upon  that  College, 
but  whatever  Stridlnefs  may  be  obferved  in   the  Inquiries  as 
to  that  Affair,   there  may  notwithflanding  now  and  then  an 
Impofi ti on  happen  ;    I  believe  the  Inquiries  were  made  as 
ftriftly   formerly  as  they  are  now,   yet  I  know  that  fome 
Years  ago  there  was  one  Fellow  got  himfelf  admitted  a  Pen- 
lioner,  as  having  had   two  of  his  Ribs  broke  by  a  Cannon 
Ball,  though  it  was  afterwards  difcovered   that  the  Fell6vv's 
Ribs  were  broke  by  a  fall  from  a  Houfe,  when  he  was  ferv- 
ing  the  Builders  as  a  Day-Labourer.     The   Roads  made  in 
the  Highlands  may   be  very  good,  that  Country  may  be 
thereby  rendered  accefhble,  but  certainly  the  more  eafy  Ac- 
cefs  is  made  thereto,  the  lefs  neceffary  it  is  to  keep  up  the  In- 
dependent Companies ;  and  fmce  we  have  been  at  the  Expence 
of  making  the  Country  accefTible,  we  may  be  relieved  from 
the  Charge  of  maintaining  thofe  Companies.     I  believe  if 
the  Cafe  were  examined  into,   there  is  not  fo  much  Money 
raifed  for  the  publick  Service  in  all  that  Country,  as  wil!  pay 
only   thofe    Independent  Companies,    and  I  do  not  fee  any 
Reafon  why  the  reft  of  the  Nation  fliould  be  put  to  any  far- 
ther Expence  that  way  ;  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  any  Reafon 
given  for  it,    nor   has  there  any  Anfwer  been  made  to  my 
Objedion  againft  that  Article  of  the  publick  Accounts.     I 
know  that,  when  Accounts  have  been  demanded  of  the  Pro- 
duce of  any  Branch  of  the  Revenue  in  that  Country,  a  Right 
Honourable  Perfon  has  been  fometimcs   pleafed  to  be  faceti- 
ous, and  anfwer  in    the    Exchequer   Term    Nichil,  but  fuch 
Affairs  are  a  little  too  ferious  to  be  made  a  Joke  of.     I  have 
no  great  Reafon  at  prefent  to  expert  any  Redudion  in  our 
Standing-Army  ;    but  before  I  leave  this   Subjed,   I  mull 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  if  ever  this  Nation  does  arrive  at  the 
Happinefs  of  feeing  a  Redudlion,  I  hope  his  Majelly  will  take 
Care  that  entire  Corps  ihall  be  reduced  ;  for  when  Redudlion 
ii  made  in  the  Method  lately  obferved,  that  is,  by  dilb-ind- 
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ing  (o  many  Men  in  a  Company,  the  old  Men  only  are  d'lf- 
charged,  and  as  foon  as  they  are  difcharged  as  Soldiers,  they 
enter  as  Penfioners  upon  Chelfea-CoUege,  fo  that  the  Publick 
can  never  fave  much  by  any  fuch  Redudlion. 

Hereupon  Sir  Robert  Walpole  flood  up,  and  faid^  sir  R.  Waipoie, 

Sir, 

*  I  am  furpriz'd  to  hear  Objeftions  made  againft  the  Arti- 
cles now  mentioned  ;  ,they  really  feem  to  be  made  for  the 
Sake  of  Humour  only  ;  every  one  of  the  Articles  that  have 
been  objected  againft  is  in  itfelf  fo  neceffary,  and  fo  much 
Care  has  been  taken  in  every  one  of  them  to  reduce  the  Pub- 
lick  Expence  as  low  as  poffible,-  that  it  would  feem  as  if 
Gentlemen  were  refolved  to  find  Fault  with  fomething.  As 
to  the  Article  of  Chelfea-College,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  all 
poffible  Care  has  been  taken  to  lave  the  Publick  Money  ;  no 
Man  has  been  lately  admitted,  but  one  who  appeared  plainly 
to  be  either  a  Man  who  was  grown  old  or  infirm,  or  one 
who  was  aftually  difabled  in  the  Service  of  his  Country  ; 
fuch  furely  are  Objefts  of  the  Publick  Charity ;  and  no  Man 
who  has  a  Regard  for  the  Service,  or  for  the  Honour  of  his 
Country,  will  grudge  a  poor  Subfiftance  to  a  brave  Man,  who 
by  ferving  the  Publick  has  rendered  himfelf  incapable  to  fcrve 
or  provide  for  himfelf.  Twenty  Years  Service  only,  is  not, 
it  never  was,  a  Qualification  fufficient  by  itfelf  to  intitle  a 
Man  to  be  admitted  as  a  Penfioner  upon  Chelfea-College  ; 
befides  his  Service,  every  Man  who  comes  to  be  admitted, 
muft  have  a  regular  Difcharge  from  his  Officer,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  prefumed  that  any  Officer  will  difcharge  a  brave  old 
Soldier,  as  long  as  he  is  any  way  fit  for  Service,  even  though 
he  were  to  lofe  nothing  by  fuch  a  Difcharge  ;  but  we  know 
that  an  Officer  is  a  real  Lofer  by  every  Difcharge  he  grants ; 
what  is  allowed  for  Levy-Money  is  always  paid  to  the  Officer, 
whether  he  has  an  Occafion  for  any  Recruits  or  no  ;  if  he 
has  no  Occafion  for  Recruits,  he  puts  it  in  his  own  Pocket, 
and  if  the  Recruiting  of  his  Regiment  comes  to  more  Mo- 
ney in  a  Year  than  the  Allowance  will  anfwer,  he  muft  pay 
the  Surplus  out  of  his  own  Pocket ;  can  we  then  imagine 
that  any  Officer  will  difcharge  an  able  and  a  difciplin'd  Sol- 
dier, and  thereby  put  himfelf  to  a  great  Charge  for  a  new 
Man  to  be  put  in  his  ftead,  befides  the  Trouble  and  Fatigue 
which  the  Officer  muft  undergo  to  fee  fuch  new  Men  trained 
up  to  Difcipline  ?  Such  a  Suppofition  plainly  appears  to  be 
unreafonable. 

'  It  is  very  true.  Sir,  that  when  I  canie  firft  into  the  Board 
for  Chelfea-Hofpital,  which  was  foon  after  the  late  Queen's 
Death,  there  was  a  ftrift  Scrutiny  into  the  Affairs  of  that 
Hofpital,  and  by  the  Confequences  fuch  Scrutiny  appeared  to 
be  neceffary  ;  for  though  we  found  the  Accounts  all  ictrled 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  II.  and  figncd  by  the  former  Commifficners,  yet  upon  Examina- 
_^'"!^'  .  tion  we  difcovered,  that  there  were  no  lefs  than  7000  Names 
put  upon  the  Lift  of  Chelfea-Penfioners,  more  than  we 
could  pofljbly  find  Perfons  to  anfwer  to,  and  a  great  many  of 
thofe  Perfons  who  did  anfwer  to  the  Names  put  upon  the  Lift 
were  Irilh,  who  had  no  Title  to  have  been  admitted  into 
that  Hofpital ;  yet  if  the  Change  had  not  happened  at  that 
Time,  it  is  certain  that  the  whole,  Money  charged  would 
have  been  advanced  and  paid  to  the  Perfons,  that  were  prin- 
cipally concerned  in  infcrting  fo  many  Forgeries  into  that 
Lift  :  From  thence  we  may  judge  how  necelfary  a  Scrutiny 
was  at  that  Time,  and  what  a  large  Sum  of  Money  was 
faved  to  the  Publick  by  fuch  Scrutiny.  This,  Sir,  was  one 
of  the  dark  Pieces  of  Management  in  that  Adminiftration, 
which  never  could  be  cleared  up,  at  leaft  it  was  never  pub- 
lickly  avowed  what  was  meant  thereby.  I  remember  like- 
wife  that  at  the  Time  of  that  Scrutiny,  there  was  a  great 
Reduftion  among  the  L'etter-Men,  yet  that  is  no  Argument 
that  it  is  not  neceffary  to  have  any  Letter-Men  at  all'i  it  is 
but  reafonable  that  fome  poor  Fellows,  who  have  ferved  long 
as  Serjeants  or  Corporals  of  Horfe,  or  Gentlemen  Cadees, 
who  have  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  difabled  in  the  Service, 
Ihould  be  allowed  fome  Sort  of  Diftinftion,  and  have  a  little 
more  Pay  than  a  common  Soldier,  efpecially  conlidering 
that  fuch  an  Allowance  colts  the  Publick  but  a  meer 
Trifle. 

'  As  to  the  Roads  made  through  the  Highlands,  I  have 
heard  them  {o  much  applauded  by  every  body  without  Doors, 
and  the  Sum  charged  upon  that  Account  is  fo  inconfiderabie, 
that  I  wonder  to  hear  any  Member  of  this  Houfe  take  No- 
tice of  it.  That  there  was  a  Neceflity  for  making  fuch 
Roads,  muft  be  evident  to  every  Man  who  confiders  the 
Circumitances  of  the  Nation,  and  of  that  Country  in  parti- 
lar.  It  is  well  known  that  whenever  any  Defign  was  fet  on 
Foot  againft  the  Government,  or  any  Invafion  intended,  the 
firft  Scene  has  been  always  laid  in  that  Country  ;  that  Coun- 
try was  formerly  fo  inacceffible,  that  the  Enemies  of  the  Go- 
vernment could  fafely  land  or  rendezvous  there,  and  could 
eafily  defend  themfelves  till  they  found  an  Opportunity  of 
coming  down  to  the  Low-Country,  and  raifing  a  Difturbance 
through  the  whole  Nation.  It  is  very  true,  that  the  Men 
of  that  Country  are  but  Men,  they  are  in  themfelves  no  bet- 
ter than  other  Men,  and  were  terrible  only  becaufe  they 
could  not  be  come  at ;  from  their  inacceffible  Country  they 
made  Inroads  and  plundered  their  Neiglibours,  and  when  a 
futncient  Force  was  railed  againft  them,  they  retired  again 
and  took  Shelter  among  their  inacceffible  Rocks  and  Moun- 
tains, where  it  was   impoffible  to  come  at  them ;  this  only 
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maJe  tliem  terrible,  but  by  tlie  Highwaj-s  that  are  now  made.  Anno  y.  Ceo.  n, 
this  Caufe  of  Terror  is  removed  ;  their  Neighbours  are  made  i  -''^'^  . 
e2.fy,  and  that  Country    will   no   longer  be  a  fafe  landing  or  ^ 

parading  Place  for  thofe  who  come  to  attack  us,  nor  will  it 
be  a  fafe  Refuge  for  thcfe  who  fly  from  the  Juftice  of  the 
Nation. 

'  Though  thefe  Roads  be  now  finifiied,  and  brought  to 
a  Perfeflion  fyr  bc}'ond  what  could  have  been  expeded  in  fo 
lliort  a  Time,  or  for  fo  fmall  a  Sum,  yet.  Sir,  the  Indepen- 
dent Companies  are  i:!Ot  tlicreliy  rendered  unneceiiary  ;  I  have 
been  informed  by  ever)  Pcrfon,  who  has  been  in  or  knows  the 
Country  and   the  Nature  of  the  People   who  aie   the  Inha- 
bitants thereof,  that  the  keeping  of  thofe  Independent  Com- 
panies in  the  Country  is  by  much  tise  bcft  Method  of  keep- 
ing the  People  in  Order  ;  and  if  thofe  Companic.5  Vv^ere  to  be 
diihaiided,  and  the  Service   to  be  performed  by  Detachments 
from  the  Regiments  in  t'lc  Low- Country,  I  am  fare  the  Pub- 
liclc   would    f.ve  ncthi.ig,    for  notwithilanding    the    High- 
ways  that  are  now  niaJe,    the   marching  of  thofe  Detach- 
ments baciiwards  and  forwards,  and  the  lending  them  Frovi- 
fions,  v.'hich  mull:  be  all  fent  from  Places  in  the  Low- Country 
at  a  great  Dillance,  woald  coll  the  Publick  full  as  much,  if 
not  more,  every  Year,  than  the  Maintenance  of  thofe  Six  In- 
dependent Companies  now  amounts  to.     As  for  what  Money 
may  be  returned  from  that  Country  for  the  publick  Service, 
I  do  net  know  ;  but  it  is  VvcU  known   that  every  Part  of 
that  Country  pays  the  L;md-Tax,  and  every  other  l  ax  which 
they  are  fubjetTtcd  to  by  the  Articles  cf  the  Union,  and  con- 
fequently  they   mull;  certainly   bear  a  Part  of  the  publick 
Charge,  and  have  from  thence  a  jufl  Title  to  be  pvotccled 
and  defended,    as  well   as   any  otl;er  Part  of  the  Nation  ; 
North-Britain  is  a  P;:rt  cf  Britain  as  well  as  South  Britain  is ; 
it  is  the  fame  Country,  and  I  i.ope  in  all  the  Rcfolutious  of 
this  Houfc  it  will  al,v;:ys  bf  loi.k'd  on  as  fiich.' 

After  this  the  O'acilion  being  put  on  the  laid  Motion,  the  The  Motion  rchit- 
fame  was  agreed  t.^  p"li,"a£cfto"°'"*' 

Ftbruary  I.  The  above  Rcf-^Iution,  bting  reported,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  PJoufe. 

Feb.  2.  'i'he  Houfe  crder'd,  that  the  proper  Officer  fhould  The  rccai  Fro- 
lay  before  them  all  fuch  Proceedings,  Papers,  and  other  h\-  j^'^'ts".-  fliJi'^tf'lhc 
ftruments,  as  he  had  in   his  Cuftouy,  relating  to  the  S.Je  of  '  '-•'■'  "'  ^'v' 
the  Ellate  of  James  late  Earl  of  Derwentwater.  ...jcr-diot  •  :,ii'i' 

•  i\-n\  c      c  ■..     i  .      1  1  •     I  11    ticfo;c  the  iijUU. 

i  his  Lltate  was  lorfeitei-.  en  account  ot  his  being  co;icern  d 
in  the  Rebtllion  in  1715,  {^Sce  Fol.  I.  p.  5c;.]  bjt  neverthe- 
iefs  fo  fettled,  that  upon  tl;e  Death  of  his  Son  Joim,  then  a 
Child,  v.itliuut  IlTue-Miue,  the  Remainder  was  to  devolve 
upon  his  younger  Brother  Charles  Rauciifle  :  But  he  beir-g 
alfo  engnged  in  the  faid  Rebellion,  liad  thereby  forfeited  fuch 

\'oL.  n.  u  his 
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Anno  y.  Oeo.  11.  ijj's  Expeftation  of  that  Eftate  ;  which  was  fold  by  the  Com* 
mifiioners  of  the  forfeited  Eltates,  which  devolved  to  the 
Crown,  for  the  Sum  of  only  1060  1.  And  the  above-men- 
tioned John,  Son  of  James  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  dying  De- 
cember 3  ill,  1731,  in  the  i  8th  Vear  of  his  Age,  the  Eftate 
fell  oi  Courfeto  thofe  who  had  bought  that  forfeited  Reverfion  ; 
and  being  reckoned  at  the  Value  of  about  7000  I.  per  Annum^ 
fuch  a  Purchafe  became  the  Subjeft  of  publick  Obfervation, 
and  forae  Circumftances  alio  occurring,  that  bred  Sufpicions 
about  the  IVIctliods  ufed  in  gaining  io  great  a  Bargain,  the 
Lord  Gage  took  Notice  of  it  to  the  Houfe,  and  thereupon 
mov'd  for  tliC  forgoing  Order. 
Teiiaons from  Feb.  3.  A   Petition   of  Ferdinando  John  Paris,  Agent  for 

f^Su{rets'Buy^i*^J  Penfilvunia  ;  likcwifj  of  Francis  Wilks,  Agent  for  Maffa- 
tTl'll^'^a^CoW  chuHtts-Bay  ;  and  alio  of  John  Randolph,  Agent  for  Virgi- 
Biii.  °  nia,  againit  the  Sugar-Colony  Bill  was  prefented  and  read,  and 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  'till  the  fecond  Reading   of  the 
faid  Bill ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  might  then  be  heard  by 
their  Council. 
-, ....    ,     ,,  The  fame  Day  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  prefented  to  the  Houfe 

Petition  f'Oli  the  _  .'  .  r      1        r~\^        •      \  ^       r-\ 

Propricors  of  r!ic  a  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Charitable  Corporation, 
i..tio:ir°"^pi-' I-  complaining.  That  by  the  moft  notorious  Breach  of  Truft 
ra^rc^^vi'm.x tiic;r  ^"  feveral  i-'erfons,  to  whom  the  Care  and  Management  of 
UiieaoK,  &c.  their  Affairs  was  committed,  the  faid  Corporation  had  been 
defrauded  of  the  gieateii  Part  of  their  Capital  amounting  to 
feveral  hundred  thoafand  Pounds  ;  ai^d  that  all  the  Petitioners 
were  become  great  SL;flcrers  thereby,  and  marv  oi  them  re- 
duced to  the  utmoll  Degree  of  Mifery  and  Diib-efs  ;  and 
alledging,  that  fome,  who  had  been  guilty  of  theie  Frauds, 
had  craniport'ju  themfelves  to  Parts  beyor.d  the  Seas,  and 
carried  witn  them  fome  of  the  Bocks  and  Effects  of  the  faid 
Corporation  ;  and  that  there  was  great  Reafon  to  believe, 
fach  an  immenfe  Sum  of  JVIoney  could  not  have  been  im- 
bezzeled  without  the  Connivance  and  Participation  of  others, 
v.iio  continued  here  ;  and  that  tlie  Petitioners  were  unable 
to  come  at  the  Knowledge  of  their  Combinations,  or  to  bring 
thetn  to  J.iilice,  without  the  Aid  oF  the  Power  and  Authority 
of  that  Houfe  ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  Houfe 
would  vouchfife  to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the  faid  Cor- 
poration, and  the  Conduft  of  thofe  A\ho  had  had  the  Care 
and  JVlaiiagemciit  of  their  Affairs  ;  and  would  give  fach  Re- 
lief to  tlie  Petitioner?,  -as  to  the  Houfe  fhould  fccm  meet. 
I'iiis  Petition  being  read,  Mr  Ogiethorp  Hood  up  and  fpoke 
Mr  o.!,  th'Tp-3  as  follows  ; 
^'  Sir, 

*  I  am  perfuadcd  that  this  Petition  will  be  received  in  a 
Manner  deferving  of  tiie  unhappy  Cafe  of -the  Sufferers,  and 
of  the  Juf>.;cc  of  tlxis  Houfe  :  I   can  hrrdly  fufpcd  that  any 
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Gentleman,  that  has  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  will  oppofe  giving  all  the  Relief  we  can  to  fuch  a 
Number  of  unhappy  People,  who  have  been  fo  much  cheated 
and  injured  ;  yet  bccaufe  I  have  heard  it  w^ifpered  without 
Doors,  that  we  ought  not  to  leceive  this  Petition,  upon  ac- 
count, as  is  pretended,  that  the  Common  Seal  was  not  regu- 
larly affix'd  thereto,  I  think  it  necefiary  to  take  feme  Notice 
of  that  Objedion,  in  cafe  any  fuch  be  to  be  made  ;  I  muft 
fay,  that  if  there  be  any  Irregularity  as  to  the. affixing  of  the 
Pubiick  Seal  of  that  Company  to  this  Petition,  it  is  in  my 
Opinion  fo  far  from  being  an  Objedlion  to  our  receiving  the 
Petition,  that  it  is  a  very  ftrong  Reafon  for  it ;  if  there  be 
any  Fault  in  Form,  it  is  the  Fault  of  thofe  who  had  the 
keeping  of  the  Common  Seal,  and  as  they  may  perhaps  be 
fome  of  thofe  againil  whom  the  Complaints  made,  and  who 
may  upon  Inquiry  be  foun.1  by  this  Houfe  to  be  the  guilty 
Perfons,  we  arc  therefore  to  look  upon  any  Neglect  in  form 
to  be  a  wilful  Fault,  and  a  Plot  laid  for  preventing  the  Truth's 
being  brought  to  Light  ;  fuch  Plots  will,  I  hope,  be  aUvays 
defeated  by  the  Wildom  of  this  Houfe,  and  whenever  it  can 
be  difcovered  that  any  Frauds  have  been  com.mitted,  or  any 
indiredl  Praftices  ufed  by  thofe  who  have  the  keeping  of  any 
Common  Seal,  this  Houfe  will,  I  hope,  make  ufe  of  that 
Power,  with  which  it  is  by  our  Conllitution  inveiled,  for  de- 
tediiig  and  punifhing  the  Criminals  :  For  my  own  part,  I 
always  was  for  encour;  ging  the  Defign  upon  which  this  Cor- 
poration was  at  fii'll  eilablilhed  ;  People  may  call  it  Charit- 
able or  not,  as  they  plcale  ;  but  I  always  looked  upon  it  as 
an  Act  cf  Charity,  to  let  neceiTitous  Perfons  have  Money 
to  borrow  upon  eafier  Terms  than  they  could  have  it  elfc- 
v.here  ;  Money  likfi  other 'i'hings  is  but  a  Commodity,  and 
in  the  way  of  Dealing,  the  Ui'c  thereof,  as  well  as  of  other 
Ti.ing-,  is  looked  upon  ;:o  be  worth  as  much  as  People  can 
get  fcr  it  ;  if  this  Corporation  let  neceflitous  People  have 
the  Ufe  of  tlieir  Money,  at  a  cheaper  Rate  than  any  othsr 
Pcrfon  would  lend  Money  at,  they  were  certainly  ufeful  to 
the  i^uLlick,  and  v^ere  fo  far  to-  be  reckoned  a  Charitable 
Corporation;  and  if  they  had  afked  more  than  win; t  was 
ufual  to  be  given,  they  could  not  liave  had  any  Cuftomers  ; 
the  Dciign  was  therefore  in  itfelf  good  and  ufeful,  but  the 
better  tne  Def  gn  was,  the  more  thofe  Perfons  deferve  to  be 
puniflied,  who  by  their  Frauds  have  difippointed  the  i'ublick 
of  reaping  the  Benefit,  which  might  have  accrued  by  an  honeft 
and  faithful  Execution  of  fo  good  an  Unacrtaking.' 

Sir  Thomas  Robinfon    fpoke   next,  sv  T. Roi-in/ow* 

j>.  '■  Mot^-Jii  far  ri:tv;r-' 

oir,  rini^lhe  ubir.  c  Pig« 

'  There   is  no  doubt  but  that  a  great  many  Frauds  have  ',\^';:_!c'^"j  g^^'jJ'JZ^^ 
been  coinjnitted  in  tiic  Ailhii-  now  belbre  us ;  lb  large  a  Sum 
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Anno  5.  Cen.  II.  of  Money  'could  not  have  been  lofi  in  fo  fhort  a  Time,  by  the 
y_  ll'^J'' ^1  greateft  Misfortunes  liiat  polubly  couid  h.ive  h.;ppen'd  ;  nor 
could  the  greatcft  Miimanagcment  reduce  fucti  a  Capital  to 
uotiiing  in  lo  few  Years,  without  feme  Fraud  at  Bottom  ; 
and  as  Matters  now  iland,  every  Man,  who  had  '^r.y  Hand  in 
this  unliappy  Aftair,  is  accufed  by  tlie  General  Voice  of  the 
People  ;  every  Man  concerned  is  prefumcd  to  have  been  a 
Parraker  in  the  Crime,  and  the  Innocent  fLfFer  in  their  Cha- 
Vaders,  as  well  as  in  their  Ellates,  by  the  Frauds  of  the 
Guilty.  As  the  Capital  Stock  of  this  Corporation  v.as  di- 
vided among  a  great  Number  of  PropriLtors,  the  Sufferers  by 
thefe  Frauds  rnull  be  very  numerous,  and  among  them  there 
are  without  doubt  a  great  many  who  art:  quite  undone  ;  it 
is  enough  to  niov:;  tr.c  CcmpalTion  of  any  Man  to  think, 
that  Gentlemen,  and  Ladies,  who  h:;vc  been  bred  to  an  afflu- 
ent Fortune,  fhould  thus  at  once  be  reduced  to  Mifery  and 
Starving  ;  and  that  without  any  Fau.:  of  their  own,  but 
merely  by  the  Frauds  or  by  the  Neglcft  of  thole,  to 
whom  they  had  intruRed  the  Managcmeiit  of  their  Eliates. 
This  is  a  Cafe,  Sir,  -that  deferves  to  be-  inquired  i  ito  in  an 
extraordmary  Manner  ;  fuch  innocent  S'uirlrers  deferve  the 
moll  fpecdy  Redrefs  that  the  Jufiice  of  this  Nation  can  ad- 
mit of;  it  would  be  Craekv  to  leave  it  to  the  ordinary 
Form",  iV  to  fubjecl  it  to  t:ic  io;^g  Delays  th:-t  neccfuirily 
attend  the  ordinary  Courfj  of  Jii::;ce  ;  and  therefore  I  hope, 
that  no  Member  of  tliijHor.fc  rvil-  rcfu;':  to^ive  c:  r  to  thejult 
Com.plaint  of  the  Pciitior-ers,  or  rpp  :ir  t,-;  be  r.g-.'nfi:  giving 
them  all  the  RcJrcfs,  thut  can  be  g;vc;;,  i.i  a  P^rlie.mer.tary 
Method  of  Prcceeding.  Inhere  arc,  I  think,  thre  Things 
tliat  muii;  come  under  our  CcL'fu^eration  in  the  prclei.t  Cafe  : 
We  mull:  endeavour  10  reli'.'ve  as  mi-c!-,  as  poi^lble  thofe 
who  are  the  unhappy  Suifercrs  ia  this  Affiir  ;  We  mu!l 
endeavour  as  mucii  ...  vv-  law  to  dii.y;\^  r  thof*  who  are 
really  guilty,  and  panilh  ii'icm  as  :ever^ii>' as  tli-w  Cringes 
deferve  ;  And  we  muii:  e;-!dt'a\our  to  vinJicate  tlie 
Chara&rs  of  thofe  who  rre  i-jnc-ci-ut,  vs-J  wlio  at  prefcnt 
fuff..T  by  beii'ig  blended  with  tiiofL-  th';t  are  g-ii'-y.  Th.efc 
'I'idr.gs  demand  a  moft  frijvTl  avKl  a  moil  e:-;:.Ci  Fcrutiny  into 
the  Management  of  the  Aff.iis  of  this  v^orporarion,  and  there- 
fore this  Petition  ought  not  only  to  iv,'  referred  to  a  Corn- 
mi' tee,  but  to  a  feleft  Committee  of  a  certain  Numbei-  of 
Members  to  be  chofc  by  Ballot,  which  Conuiiitcee  ought  to 
be  a  Committee  of  Secrecy.' 
&pt.  vc:  ,^:i.  Captain  "\  ernon  aL':reed  in  every  Thing  to  what  Sir  Tho- 

mas; Robinlon  had  JuoveJ  for,  except  as  to  the  Committee's 
being    a  Committee   of  Secrecy,  in  which   he  n-as  feconded 
y.:  iJ;p;J:;«.         by   Mr  Hopkins,  v/ho  fiid,     '  That    a  Publick    Committee 
would  be  mere  for  th<:  Piirpofe,  bccaufc  in  fach  Cafe  he  and 

every 
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every  other   Member  of  the  Hoafe,  who  could  give  them  Anno  5.  ceo.  n. 
any    Informatton,     could    then    attend    and    knov/     what  .     '^^^  j'- 
they  were  about,  by  which  they  would  learn  how  to  aflilt  ' 

the  Committee  in  making  Difcovtiies,  nnd  clearing  up  Fafts 
which  they  might  be  in  any  Doubt  about.'  He  added, 
*  That  in  the  Management  of  this  Affair,  he  could  not  but 
take  Notice  of  one  Fadl,  which  to  him  appeared  fomething 
extraordinary  ;  which  was,  that  at  one  Time  there  were 
Bonds  or  Notes  of  that  Corporation  iffued,  to  the  Value  of 
about  1 20,000 1.  about  which  Time  the  York-Buildings 
Stock  rofe  from  1 8  or  19  to  36  or  thereabout /^r  C^»/. 
This  fudden  Rife,  he  believed,  was  principally  owing  to 
the  Bonds  and  Notes  of  the  Charitable  Corporation,  which 
at  that  time  went  about  current  and  in  great  Plenty  in  Change- 
Alley.' 

Sir  Robert  Sutton  and  Mr  Denis  Bond  faid,  *  That  as  sirR.sutton's.Mr. 
they  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  named  as  Managers  of  the  A.G^at^DetinS:, 
AfEiirs  of  that  Corporation,  they  thought  themfelves  obliged  fs  Managers  of  the' 

^        r  1-  y  r         r^         r  rrn  i  ^         Charitable  Corpo. 

to  lay  lomething  upon  the  preient  Occaiion  :  1  hat  they  were  ration. 
both  very  confiderable  Proprietors,  and  confequently  were  very 
great  Sufferers,  but  though  they  had  been  named  as  Mana- 
gers, yet  they  were  but  feldom  there,  and  knew  very  little 
of  what  was  done.'  Sir  Archibald  Grant  f;:id,  '  That  as 
he  likewife  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  a  Manager,  he  thought 
himielf  obliged  to  fay  fomething  to  the  Aif-ur  then  before 
them  ;  that  he  alio  w;is  a  very  con'derable  Proprietor,  had 
no  lefs  than  1500  Shares  of  their  Capital  in  his  own  Right, 
which  had  coil  him  above  8000 1.  That  he  was  very  willing 
the  Management  fhould  be  inquired  into,  btcaufe  he  hoped 
the  FraudulciU  and  Deceitful  would  thereby  be  diilinguiihed 
from  thofe,  who  h;id  been  dccfived  and  impofed  upon.' 

Several  iViembers  fpoke  fcr  the  Committee's  being  a  Se- 
cret Committet,  becaufe  it  had  been  always  obferved,  that 
fuch  Committees  m/.de  the  moll  narixwand  the  moil  fpeedy 
Incjuiry  into  the  Affairs  that  had  been  referred  to  them  :  That 
if  every  Member  hr. J  a  Liberty  of  com.ing  there,  it  would 
occafion  fuch  Diilurbance  and  fo  many  Delays,  that  it  would 
be  impoiiible  for  the  Conunlttee  to  finiih  their  Report,  or 
for  the  Houfe  to  give  any  Relief  to  t;ie  unhappy  Sufferers, 
during  that  SefTion  of  Parliament  :  That  its  being  a  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy  could  not  be  any  Lofs,  as  to  their  getting 
all  pclTiule  Information  from  the  otiier  Members  of  the  Houfe, 
v.ho  could  rnxke  any  Diicoveries  ;  for  tliat  the  Gentlemen  of 
tiie  Committee  would  be  known,  and  it  \v3.s  to  be  prefumed 
that  every  Member,  that  could  make  any  Difcovery  of  Con- 
fequence,  would  immediately  give  Information  thereof  to  fome 
of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Conunittcc, 

Thco 
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'Atno  5- Gw.  n.  Then  It  was  refolved,  without  Oppofition,  That  the  faiJ 
t^JIl]}^'..  J  Petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Twenty  One,  to  be 
TheabovePetiuon  chofen  by  Balloting  :  But  a  Motion  being  made,  and  the 
SftteeVf  21  M^m-  Queftion  put.  That  the  faid  Committee  be  a  Committee  of 
bers ;  and  s.  Mo-    Secrecv,  it  pals'd  in  the  Neeative  by  212   Votes  aeaimi 

tion  made  for  tne  ^ '  ^  a  J  O 

Jame  being  a  Com-    1^2. 

ffiitteccf  Secrecy.  j^  ^^^  ^^  p^^p^^.  ^^  ^j^j^  Qccafion  to  give  a  fliort  View  of 
the  Nature  of  this  Corporation.  It  was  firft  created  in  the 
Year  1707  ;  their  profefTed  Intention  was  to  lend  Mono)-,  at 
legal  Intereft,  to  the  Poor  upon  fmall  Pledges  ;  and  to  Pcr- 
fons  of  better  Rank,  upon  an  anfwerable  Secirity  of  Goods  ; 
and  their  Capital  was  then  limited  to  30,000  /.  In  the  Year 
J  722,  the  Crown  gave  Licence  tu  them  to  incrcafe  the  fame  to 
100,000  1.  and  again,  in  1728,  they  received  Licence  ior  a 
Capital  of  300,000  1.  and,  in  1730,  for  600,000  1.  This 
Charter  being  granted  to  the  Corpijra:,on,  i:ic\-  made  Appli- 
cation to  have  the  fame  confirmed  by  Ac'l  of  Parliament  in  the 
laft  Seffion,  and  a  Bill  for  that  Purpofc  jxiied  the  Ploufe  of 
Commons ;  but  there  was  fucii  vigorous  Oppofition  made  to 
it,  that  it  was  dropt  in  the  Houfe  of  Loids.  However,  upon 
the  Support  of  the  Royal  Charter,  the  Corporation  went  on  ; 
bat  in  Odober  1731,  twoof  their  chief  Officers,  viz.  George 
Robinfon,  Efq;  Member  for  Marlow,  their  Caihire,  and  Mr 
John  Thompfon,  their  \yarehoufe-keepcr,  difappear'd  on  the 
iame  Day.  This  gave  the  Proprietors  a  very  great  Alarm  ; 
and  three  feveral  General  Courts  were  held,  in  which  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed,  from  among  the  chief  Proprietors,  to 
infped  the  State  of  their  Affairs.  By  the  Report  bronglit  in 
by  that  Committee  it  was  found,  that  for  a  Capital  of  above 
500,000  1.  no  Equivalent  was  found  to  the  Value  of  30,000  1. 
the  Remainder  having  been  dilpofed  of,  by  V/ays  that  no  one 
was  able  to  give  Account  of. 
Paper?  relating  to  Fch.  4.  .Mr  Docminicque  prefentcd  to  the  Houfi-  feveral 
p-eic^!cd fromL^e  Papcrs  from  the  Board  of  Tnide,  relating  to  the  Difpute  be- 
B^ard  of  TraJe.     fween  his  Majclly's  Sugar-CoIonics  and  the  Northern  Colonies 

in  America. 
Accounts prcf"nto:i       -^^^-  J-  Several  Accounts  relating  to  the  Salt-Duty  were 
re.atine  to  the       prefentcd  by  the  CommilTioners  of  that  Duty. 

The  fame  Day  a  Motion  v/as  made  by  Si.-  Robert  Walpolc, 
Mot^on^  for  Coding  for  having  the  i'enfion-Bill  read  the  tliird  Time,  on  tiie  lotii 
I{^'^,r'''i''r''"^'"     Inftant,  in  a  full  Houfe,  becaufe  he  did  not  know  but  that  he 

the  third  lime.  _  '  ^  ' 

might  then  offer  feveral  Reafons  againit  ir,  and  endeavour  to 
fhew,  that  it  v.as  neither  a  proper  Bill  for  redrcfilng  tiie  Evil 
complainM  of,  nor  was  it  offer'd  at  a  proper  Scafon.' 
Ml- W, Pulteney.  Hereupon  Mr  Pulteney  faid,  '  l  hat  that  Bdl  had  been  two 
Years  fucceffivcly  before  that  Houfe  ;  durir.g  which  Time 
they  had  liad  mr.ny  Opportunitiea  to  coufider  every  Claufe  iu 

^> 
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It,  every  one  of  which  had  -been  concerted  by  the  ablefl:  Men    Anno  j.  Ceo.u. 
in  the  Nation  :    That  the  Bill  was  certainly  a  good  and  a  ne-  ^_,iii— ^-  u_i 
ceffary  Bill,  was  very  much  wanted,  and  had  the  general  Voice 
of  the  Nation  in  its  Favour  :    That  tho'  the  other  Houfe  had 
twice  thrown  it  out,  yet  he  could  not  think  that  any  Man  of 
Honour  could  be  agairlt  it ;  what  their  Reafons  were  for  fo 
doing,  he  could  n>.t  tell  ;  but  it  feemed,  and  he  had    even 
heard  it  whifper'd,  that  they  were  tired  of  doing  fucli  **** 
Work  ;  they   were  refolved  to  do  no  more  of  it,  and  if  {o, 
fays  he,  it   is  become  neccflary  for  us  to  do  our  own  **** 
Work  ourfelves.'     But  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  Motion  not  be- 
ing inlifted  on,    no  Order  was  made. 

Feb.  g.  A  Petition  from  New- York,  from  Rhode-Ifland,  PetWonfi-om 
and  the  Ifland  of  Providence,  alfo  of  New-Jerfey,  and  of  itundyp^'vidence, 
South-Carolina,    were  prefented  againft  the    Sugar-Colony-  ^3'u'Jilic'a'Sin^- 
Bill,  and  were  fevcrally  order'd  to  lie  on  the  Table  till  the  P'-fi  the  suaar- 
fecond   Reading  of  the  faid  Bill,  and  that  the  Petitioners     """^ 
might  then  be  heard  by  their  Counfel. 

The  fame  Day  the  Houfe  refoived  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  v/hole  Houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  Ways  and  Means  for 
railing  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty ;  and  the  feveral 
Papers  and  Accounts  relating  to  the  Salt-Duty  having  beea 
laid  before  this  Committee,  Sir  Robert  Waipole  flood  up 
and  fpoke  as  follcvvs : 
Mr  Speaker, 

*  As  there  is  notliing  his  Majefty  has  more  at  Heart  than  sir  Rotjcrt  Wsf- 
the  giving  all  poffible  Eafe  to  liis  Subje£ts ;  fo  whenever  he  roivi.^'g'tiicSJi^ 
is  neceiTirily  obliged  to  defire  Afliilance  from  them  for  the  '^"'5" 
immediate  Suppoit  of  the  Government,  he  dellres  that  they 
would  choofe  thole  Ways  and  Means  for  raifmg  the  annual 
Supplies,  which  are  Icuil:  burthenfome  to  the  People,  and 
which  make  tlie  Load  iAl  equally  upon  the  Subjedls  in  ge- 
neral. When  Moi.cy  is  to  be  raiftd  for  the  Publick  Good, 
for  the  Security  of  all,  lie  tiiinks  that  every  one  ought  to 
contribute  his  Share,  in  Proportion  to  the  Benefit  that  he  is 
thereby  to  rective.  In  pi;'-;uance  of  thefe  his  Majefty's  In- 
clirations,  an^  in  purluaiice  ct  what  I  look  upon  as  the  moft 
equitable  Rule  ;or  railing  Contributions,  I  il:;:ll  take  the  Li- 
berty of  propofirg  to  this  Houfe  a  Method  for  raifmg  fome 
Part  of  tiie  Supply  for  tiiis  prefent  Year,  which  by  falling 
equally  upon  all,  will  be  birthenfomc  to  none  ;  and  by 
whicli  thofe  who  have  flood  the  Brunt  of  the  D;iy,  thofe 
who  hav  been  opprtficd  for  many  Years,  may  in  fome 
Mcafure  be  relieved. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  only  View  I  have  in  making  the  Prcpo- 
fal  ;  after  it  is  made,  the  Houfe  may  then  take  it  into  their 
Coiifideration,  and  each  Member  cert.iinly  will  judge  of  it 
ai  he  thinks  proper.     It'  it  is  approved  of,  I  fliiUl  rejoice  in 

having 
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luving  been  the  Author  of  a  Meafure,  which  I  think  will 
contribute  fo  much  to  the  Good  of  my  Country  in  general, 
and  to  the  Relief  of  thofe  who  have  for  many  Years  borne 
too  great  a  Share  of  the  Publick  Burthen  j  and  if  it  happens 
not  to  meet  with  the  Approbauon  of  this  Houfe,  I  Ihall 
have  the  Teftimony  of  a  good  Confcience  for  my  Comfort  j 
for  fince  I  have  no  other  View  but  only  a  fincere  and  an  ho- 
iieft  Intention  to  give  Relief  to  my  Fellow-Subjefts,  I  never 
can  have  Occafion  to  repeiit,  nor  do  I  any  way  dread  taofe 
Reproaches,  which  may  be  unjufdy  thrown  upon  me,  or  up- 
on the  iVIeafure  I  am  to  propofc  ;  for  thef'e  are  Things  which 
in  all  publick  Tranfadions  every  Man  mull  expedt :  No  pub- 
lick  Meafure  can  be  propofed,  but  what  may  be  againft  the 
Private  Intereft  and  Selfilh  Views  of  forne  particular  Men  ; 
but  I  fear  not  the  Enmity,  and  I  defpife  the  Revilings  of 
thofe,  who  prefer  their  own  little  felfifh  Views  to  the  general 
Good  and  Welfare  of  their  Country. 

*  I  have.  Sir,   with  the   despeii  Concern   obferved,  how 
heavy  and  how  unequal  a   Burthen  has  been  long  borne  by 
the  Landed  Gentlemen  of  t!iis  Kingdom  :    I  have  long  had 
it  in  my  View  to  prociu'e  them  fonie  Eafc  as  foon  as  poffible, 
and  am  pleafed  to  think  that  an  Opportunity  now  offers  it- 
felf  for  doing  what  I  have  fo  long  had  much  at  Heart ;    and 
1  hope  I  fliall  have  the  good  Luck  to  find  tiiat  my  Senti- 
ments are  approved  of  b}'  this  Houfe  ;  and  the  Approbation 
of  fuch  an  Aflembly  I  fhall  always  look  upon  as  the  greatell 
Honour  done  to  any  Propofal  made  by  me.     As  to  the  Man- 
ner, Sir,  of  railing  Taxes   upon  the  People,  it  is  a  certain 
Maxim,    that  that  Tax  which  is  the  moit  equal  and  the 
moft  general,  is  the   moit  juft,  and  the   iciift  burthenfome  : 
Where  every  Man  contributes  a  fniall  Share,  a  great   Sum 
may  be  raifed  for  the  Publick   Service,  without  any  Man's 
being  fenfible  of  what  he  pays  ;  whereas  a  fmall  Sum,  raifed 
upon  a  few,  lies  heavy  upon  each  particular  Man,  and  is  the 
more  grievous,  in  that  it  is  unjuii: ;  for  where  the  Benefit  is 
mutual,  the  Expencc  ought  to  be  in  common.     Of  all  the 
Taxes  I  ever  could  think  of,  there  is   not  one  more  general, 
nor  one  lefs   felt,  than   that  of  the  Duty  upon  Salt.     The 
Duty  upon  Salt  is  a  Tax  that  every  Man  in  the  Nation  con- 
tributes to  according  to  his  Circumllajices  and  Condition  in 
Life  ;  every  SubjeiR:  contributes  fomething  ;  if  lie  be  a  poor 
Man,  he  contributes  fo  fmall  a  Trifle,  it  will  hardly  bear  a 
Name  ;  if  he  be  rich,  he  lives  more  luxurioufly,  and  confe- 
quently  contributes  more  ;    and   if  he   be  a  Man  of  a  great 
Eitate,  he  keeps  a  great  Number  of  Servants,  and  m.uft  there- 
fore contribute  a  great  deal.     Upon  the  other  hand,  there  is 
no  Tax  that  ever  was  laid  upon  the  People  of  this  Nation, 
that  is  more  unjult  and  unequal  than  the  Land-Tax.     The 

I^nd- 
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Land-holders  bear  but  a  fmall  Proportion  to  the  People  6f  Anno  y.  Geo.  ii. 
this  Nation,  or  of  any  Nation  j  yet  no  Man  contributes  '^J'"'^- 
any  the  leaft  Share  to  this  Tax,  but  he  that  is  pofleffed  of 
a  Land  Eftate  ;  and  yet  this  Tax  has  been  continued  without 
Intermiflion  for  above  thefe  40  Years :  It  has  continued  fo 
long,  and  has  lain  fo  heavy,  that  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
many  a  landed  Gentleman  in  this  Kingdom  has  thereby 
been  utterly  ruined  and  undone. 

•  This  Confideration,  Sir,  has  prompted  me  to  endeavour 
to  procure  them  fome  Relief,  and  for  this  end  I  fhall  venture 
to  make  the  following  Motion.  '  That  towards  raifing  the 
Supply  granted  to  his  Majeity,  the  feveral  Duties  on  home- 
made Salt,  granted  to  the  late  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary,  by  an  At\  of  the  5th  and  6th  Years  of  their  Reign, 
for  a  Term  of  Years,  and  afterwards  made  perpetual ;  and 
alfo  the  additional  Duties  on  Salt,  granted  by  an  A&.  of  the 
9th  and  loth  Years  of  his  faid  late  Majeity  King  William, 
and  all  the  Duties  chargeable  on  home- made  Salt  in  Great- 
Britain,  which  by  an  Aft  of  the  3d  Year  of  his  prefent  Maje- 
fty's  Reign,  ceafed  and  determined  on  the  25  th  of  Day  of 
December  1730,  be  revived  and  granted  to  his  Majefty,  his 
Heirs  and  SuccelTors,  for  the  Term  of  three  Years,  from 
the  25th  of  March  next,   1732.' 

*  If  I  have.  Sir,  the  good  Luck  to  fucceed  fo  far  in  my 
Wilhes,  as  to  have  this  Motion  approved  of,  I  fhall  then  beg 
Leave  to  move,  That  the  Sum  of  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound, 
and  no  more,  be  railed  for  this  Year  upon  Land  j  but  if 
this  Houfe  does  not  agree  to  the  Motion  I  now  make,  I  mull 
in  that  Cafe  move  for  a  Land-1'ax  of  Two  Shillings  in  the 
Pound  ;  for  fo  much  will  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  cur- 
rent Service  of  the  Year.  This,  Sir,  is  what  a  fmcere  and 
a  hearty  Defire  to  do  Service  to  my  Country,  and  Juflice  to 
my  Fcllow-Subjefts,  has  emboldened  me  to  propcfe.  I  de- 
clare I  had  no  other  View,  but  that  of  procuring  fbme  Eafe, 
fome  Relief  to  the  Landed-Intercft.  If  this  be  agreed  to, 
fome  Means  may  be  fallen  upon  to  relieve  them  of  the  whole 
again  next  Year  ;  and  I  fliall  always  look  upon  it  as  a  great 
Honour,  that  after  a  Continuance  of  a  Land-Tax  of  four, 
three,  or  two  Shillings  at  lealt  in  the  Pound  for  40  Years 
together,  it  was  at  lall  reduced  to  One,  at  a  Time  when  I 
had  a  Share  in  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Affairs  of  this  Na- 
tion. Before  I  leave  this  Subject,  I  mutt  intreat  every  one 
that  hears  me,  to  confider  how  many  Landcd-Gcntlemen  of 
ancient  Families  there  are  in  Britain,  who  have  but  fniall 
Eilates,  how  many  of  them  have  great  Families  to  fupport 
and  many  Children  to  provide  for,  and  how  many  even  of 
thofe  who  have  large  Eftates  in  Land  are  fo  charged  wkh 
Mortgages,  Jointures,  or    Rcnr-Clinigcs    that   it    is    hardlv 
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Annoj.  Ceo.  11.    poffiblc  for  them  to  fupport  their  Charafter  in  the  Country 
■    /Zi'"-' ,  J  where  they  live,  though  t  ey  were  not  to  pay  one  Shilling 
towards  a  Land-Tax. 

'  Our  Nobility  and  Gentry  were  once  famous  for  Holpi- 
tality  and  Generofity  ;  if  the  unavoidable  Neceflities  of 
State  have  obliged  them  for  (o  many  Years  to  abridge  their 
Expence,  and  contradl  their  Manner  of  living,  let  us  do  at 
leall  what  is  in  our  Power  to  reftore  them  to  their  former 
State,  by  relieving  them  of  a  Part  of  that  Burthen,  which 
they,  and  they  only,  have  for  fo  many  Years  been  charged 
with. 
MrWait.Piumer.  This  Motion  being  feconded,  Mr  Walter  Plumer  rofe 
up  and  fpoke  as  follows. 
Sir, 
•  I  agree  with  the  Right  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the 
Motion,  in  this,  '  That  the  landed  Gentlemen  of  this  Nation 
have  been  for  many  Years  fubjedt  to  very  grievous  Taxes ; 
the  Land-Tax  is  not  the  only  Tax  that  has  been  heavy  upon 
them,  but  every  other  Tax  falls  at  laft  upon  them  with  its 
greateft  Weight  :  It  is  indeed  high  Time  that  fome  of  the 
Burthens  (hould  be  taken  off  their  Shoulders,  and  it  was 
reafonable  for  them  to  have  expefted  from  his  Majefty's  moil 
gracious  Speech,  that  in  this  Seffion  of  Parliament  they  would 
have  met  with  fome  Relief  ;  but  how  much  furprized  muft 
they  be,  when  they  hear,  that  all  the  Relief  that  has  been 
propofed  is,  to  take  off  one  Tax  which  lies  heavy  upon  them 
only,  and  in  the  room  thereof  to  lay  on  another,  which  will 
lie  equally  heavy  upon  moll  of  them,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
v^'ill  be  a  moil  infupportable  Burthen  upon  every  one  of  their 
Fellow-Subjefts  ?  The  propofmg  this  as  a  Relief  for  the 
Landed  Gentlemen  appears  to  me  in  fo  odd  a  Light,  that  I 
cannot  well  comprehend  how  it  can  be  expedled,  that  any 
Gentleman  in  England  fhould  be  fo  impofed  on.  It  is  fo 
fhort  a  Time  ago,  that  we  mull  all  remember  how  this  Tax 
upon  Salt  came  to  be  taken  off.  His  Majefty,  by  his  mofl 
gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne,  only  two  Years  ago 
[See  p.  52.]  Ihewed,  that  he  was  fcnfible  how  much  the 
Trade  and  Manufadlurcs  of  this  Nation  fuffered,  by  the  many 
Taxes  the  poor  Tradcfmen  and  Labourers  were  fubjeft  to  ; 
he  therefore  recommended  to  us  the  taking  off  fome  of 
thofe  Taxes,  which  v.crc  moll  burthenfome  upon  the  Poor  ; 
and  at  that  Time,  Sir,  it  was  the  Opinion  of  this  very  Houfe, 
that  this  Tax  upon  Salt  Vvas  the  moil  burthenfome  upon  the 
Poor,  and  the  moll  pernicious  to  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom, 
of  all  the  I'axes  we  are  liable  to.  This,  Sir,  was  one  of 
the  many  Reafons  for  taking  it  off,  and  why  we  fliould  {o 
fuddcniy  alter  our  Opinion,  and  rcfolve  to  grind  the  Face  of 
jiie  Poor,  in  order  to  relieve  a  few  of  the  Rich,  I  ciui  if^'^ 
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no  Reafon  ;  I  fay.  Sir,  a  few  6f  the  Rich,  for  it  may  be  A""''  ?•  ^°-  "• 
eafily  made  appear,  that  the  Relief  propofed  will  be  no  Re- 
lief at  all  to  the  Landed  Gentlemen  of  fmall  Fortunes,  and 
even  to  the  Rich  it  will  be  but  a  fmall  prefent  Eafe,  which 
will  be  attended  with  moft  heavy  and  moft  fatal  Confe- 
quences. 

*  I  had  the  Honour,  Sir,  to  be  one  of  thofe  who  were  in- 
ftrumental  in  getting  this  Clog  upon  our  Trade  removed  ;  I 
hope  I  Ihall  have  the  Honour  to  be  one  of  thofe  who  fhall 
be  inftrumental  in  preventing  its  being  forced  upon  us  again  ; 
for  if  this  Duty  be  revived,  I  defpair  of  ever  i'eeing  it  again 
taken  off.  It  is  not  always  a  certain  Maxim,  that  thofe 
Taxes  which  are  molt  general  are  leaft  burthenfome  ;  uporf 
the  contrary,  it  holds  true  in  all  Countries,  arid  at  all  Times, 
that  thofe  Taxes  which  are  laid  upon  the  Luxuries  of  Man- 
kind are  the  leaft  burthenfome  ;  and  I  believe  in  the  moft 
luxurious  Country  upon  Earth,  I  am  fure  as  to  this  Country, 
it  cannot  be  faid  that  they  are  the  moft  general  :  After  a 
Nation  is  brought  to  that  woeful  Pafs,  that  they  muft  extend 
their  Taxes  farther  than  the  Luxuries  of  their  Country,  it  is 
certain,  that  thofe  Taxes  which  are  raifed  with  the  leaft 
Charge  to  the  Publick,  are  the  moft  convenient  and  the  ealieft 
to  the  People  ;  bat  in  all  Cafes  particular  Care  ought  to  be 
taken  not  to  tax  thofe  Things  which  are  neceffary  for  the 
very  Subfiftance  of  the  Poor  ;  fuch  Taxes  alv/ays  occafion 
Murmurings  and  Sedition  among  the  People,  and  in  fuch  a 
Country  as  this,  which  fublifts  by  Trade  and  Manufafture, 
fuch  Taxes  bring  fure  and  inevitable  Deftrudlion ;  for  they 
enhance  the  Price  of  all  Neceftaries  of  Life,  the  Wages  of  the 
Tradefinan  and  Manufacturer  muft  confequently  rife  higher 
and  where  the  Wages  of  the  Workmen  are  high,  the  Manu- 
fadtures  of  that  Country  never  can  be  fold  fo  cheap  as  the 
Manufadtures  of  other  Countries ;  this  muft  at  laft  deftroy 
their  whole  Trade,  and  I  am  convinced  that  no  Landed  Gen- 
tleman in  England  will  chufe  to  fave  a  Shilling  in  the  Pound 
as  to  the  Land-Tax,  even  though  he  were  to  pay  nothing  ia 
Lieu  thereof,  when  by  fuch  a  Saving  he  brings  Ruin  upon 
the  Trade  and  Manufaftures  of  his  native  Country. 

*  I  have,  Sir,  always  appeared,  and  I  hope  ever  fhall  ap- 
pear zealous  for  the  Support  of  the  prefent  Royal  Family  5 
as  a  Friend  to  our  moft  happy  Conftitution,  as  a  faithful 
Subjeft  to  his  Majefty,  I  mult  declare  againft  reviving  this 
Tax  upon  Salt  ;  for  granting  that  tiie  reducing  of  a  Shilling 
in  the  Pound  upon  the  Land-Tax,  by  the  Revival  of  this  upon 
Salt,  were  a  real  Relief  to  the  Landed  Gentlemen,  vvhich  is 
very  far  from  being  the  Cafe,  yet  we  muft  allow  that  for 
one,  that  is  eafed  or  obliged  by  the  reducing  of  the  Land- 
Tax,  there  will  be  99  difobliged  by  the  Re\ival  of  the  Tax 
X  3  unon 


I7JI-JI 


(    i64    ) 

Anno  J.  Geo,  II.  upon  Salt ;  this  tnuft  occafion  fucK  a  general  DiffatlsfaftioM, 
and  fo  much  Grumbling  amongll  the  People  againft  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  the  keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  will  become  ne- 
ceffary  for  fupporting  him  againft  the  Difaifefted ;  and  by 
Experience  we  know,  that  where  the  DifafFedlion  becomes 
very  general,  even  the  Army  is  not  to  be  depended  on,  for 
in  fuch  Cafe  moil  of  them  would  probably  join  with  the  Dif- 
contented :  It  would  become  necelTary  for  the  Security  of 
his  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Government,  to  bring  in  an  Army 
of  Foreign  Troops  to  prey  upon  the  Bowels  of  our  Mother- 
Country. 

'  I  have.  Sir,  as  much  Sympathy  and  Compaflion  as  any 
Man  for  the  great   Diftreffcs  that  have   been  brought  upon 
many  of  our  Landed  Gentlemen  ;  and  I  flattered  myfelf  with 
the  pleafing  Hope,  that  they  were  now  to  be  relieved  ;  now 
when    there    is   a   profound    Tranquility  eftablifheu    both 
Abroad  and  at  Home,  I  could  not  lo  much  as  imagine,  that  it 
would  be   necelTary  to  continue  all  our  Taxes,   and   I  could 
far  lefs  imagine  that  any  Propofal  would  be  made  for  reliev- 
ing us  of  one  Tax,  by  laying  on  another  much  more  grievous. 
No  Man  can  expeft  that  the  Landed  Gentlemen  in  England 
liave  fo  little  Senfe  as  to  be  cajoled  in  fuch  a  Manner.     The 
Land-Tax,    it  is  true,  takes  from  the  Landed  Gentleman   a 
Part  of  his  Rent  yearly,  but   the  Salt-Tax,  being  a  Charge 
upon  our  Trade   and  Manufaftures,  will  at  laft  difable  his 
Tenants  from  paying  him   any  Rent  ;  and  befides,  it  makes 
the  Alaintaining  even  of  his  own  Family  mycii  more  expen^ 
five,  fo  that  at  the  End  of  the  Year  he  will  find  himfelf  no 
Gainer  upon  the  Main,   and   his   Tenants  being  ruined  and 
undone,  the  Rents  and  the  Value   of  his  Ellate  will  be  de- 
creaiing  yearly.     I  only  delire  that  every    Landed   Gentle- 
man, that  hears  me,  would  confider  what  he  could  make  of 
liis  Eflate  if  we  had  no  Trade,  no  Manufadlures,  nor  any 
Number  of  populous  trading  Towns  in  England.     Whoever 
cpniiders  this,  mull  conclude  that,  in  moft  Parts  of  England, 
the  Landed  Eftates  would  not  in  that   Cafe  bring  in  yearly 
to  their  Landlords  near  the  Rent  they  do    at  prefent,    no, 
nor  one  Quarter  thereof     Who  t;ien  will  be   fuch  a  Fool  as 
to  defire  to  be  relieved  of  One  Shilling   in  the  Pound  upon 
the  Land-Tax,  when  he  mail  pay  as  much  in  anotlier  Way, 
for    the   Salt    made    ufe  of  in    his   Family,    and   when    at 
the  fime  Time  he  diminiflies  the  yearly  Value  of  his  Ellate 
much  more  th;;n  one  Shilling  in  the  Pound  ;  nay,  much  more 
than  any   Land-Tax  ever  amounted  to    in   England.     The 
L'ind-Tax,  Sir,  is  but  an  annual  Diminution  of  a  Gentleman's 
Eflate  ;  he  may  be  free  of  it,  or  of  a  Part  of  it,  the  fucceeding 
Year :  But  if   by  the  Decay  of  our  IVade,  and  the  Charge 
that  is  laid  upon  the  poor  Farmer,  he  be  obliged  to  lower 
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the  Rents  of  his  Eftate^  that  will  be  a  Diminution  which  I 
am  afraid  will  endure  for  ever. 

*  Before  I  have  done,  I  muft,  Sir,  take  Notice,  that  the 
Salt-Duty,  or  a  confiderable  Part  thereof,  was  formerly  ap- 
propriated to  the  Sinking  Fund  ;  yet  this  Duty  was  but  two 
Years  ago  thought  fo  grievous  and  fo  prejudicial  to  our  Trade, 
that  we  then  made  no  Scruple  of  encroaching  a  little  even 
upon  that  Sacred  Fund,  in  order  to  eafe  the  People  of  fo 
pernicious  and  burthenfome  a  Tax :  I  am  forry  to  fee  the 
Opinion  of  any  Gentleman,  as  to  this  Tax,  fo  much  altered 
in  fo  fliort  a  Time  :  but  if  we  do  alter  our  Opinion,  and 
revive  tliis  Tax,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  appropriated  again 
to  that  ufeful  Fund ;  if  we  do  revive  it  without  any  fuch 
Appropriation,  we  make  a  moft  dangerous  Precedent ;  when- 
ever any  of  thefe  Taxes,  that  are  now  appropriated  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  are  wanted  for  another  Ufe,  it  is  but  taking 
them  off  for  one  Year,  and  laying  them  on  the  next  for  a  new 
Purpofe  J  thus  the  Sinking  Fund  may  be  at  laft  entirely  ex- 
haulled,  and  our  Debts  remain  for  ever  unpaid,  without 
leffening  any  of  our  Taxes. 

Capt.  Vernon  fpoke  next :  Capt.  Veraoa; 

Mr  Speaker, 

*  I  hope  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  has  perufed  the 
fliort  Account  of  the  Money,  which  has  been  brought  into 
his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  by  the  Produce  of  the  Salt-Duty 
from  that  Part  of  Great  Britain,  called  Scotland,  for  the  latt 
ten  Years  ;  I  have  looked  for  that  Account  but  can  find  but 
one  Article,  and  that  Article  is  next  to  nothing.  In  the 
Space  of  ten  Years,  not  one  Shilling  was  ever  brought  into 
the  Exchequer,  from  the  Salt-Duty  in  that  Country  :  How 
then  can  this  Tax  be  faid  to  be  an  equal  Tax,  when  fuch  a 
confiderable  Part  of  this  Kingdom  never  paid  one  Farthing 
towards  it  ;  even  by  the  Propofal  now  made,  they  are  not 
to  pay  near  fo  much  as  we  are  to  pay  in  South-Britain  ;  and 
of  that  fmall  Proportion  that  is  to  be  laid  upon  them,  it  is 
probable  no  Part  will  ever  come  to  the  publick  Account : 
Tliis  T'ax  muft  therefore  be  unequal,  becaufe  we  in  England 
are  to  bear  the  Whole  of  the  Burden  ;  Scotland  is  to  bear 
no  Part,  and  yet  they  are  by  the  Articles  of  the  Union 
obliged  to  bear  their  proportional  Part  of  all  new  Taxes, 
more  efpecially  thofe  which  are  raifed  for  the  Current  Service 
of  the  Year.  If  it  be  faid,  that  the  People  in  that  Country 
are  not  able  to  pay  this  whole  Tax,  it  is  a  good  Argument 
againll  the  Tax  in  general ;  for  no  Tax  ought  to  be  laid  upon 
the  People,  but  thofe  to  which  they  can  all  contribute  their 
Share  :  The  People  of  England  ought  not  to  be  charged  with 
a  Duty^  and  the  People  of  Scotland  left  free  ;  fuch  unequal 
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no  J.  Geo.  II.  Chargcs  will  foon  make  every  Man  in  England  wi/h   that 
'  '  "     "  the  Union  had  never  been  made. 

•  'Tis  true.  Sir,  1  cannot  but  applaud  the  Gentlemen  of 
that  Country,  for  appearing  in  favour  of  the  Tax  upon  Salt  ; 
it  is  fhewing  a  laudable  Zeal  for   the  proper  Intereft  of  their 
native  Country  :  It  is  laying  a  Tax  upon  us,  to  which  they 
contribute  nothing,   in  place  of  a  Tax,  to  which  they  have 
always  contributed  an  equal  Share.     This,  Sir,  may  juftify 
their  Condud  as  to  the   Queftion  now  in  hand,  but  I  hope 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  South  Parts  of  Britain  will  Ihevv  the 
fame  Concern  for  the  Intereft  of  their  Part  of  the  Ifland  ;  and 
I  am  glad  to  find  that  fo  many  of  them  do  fhew  fuch  a  Con- 
cern, for  it  appeared  to  me  Yefterday,  that  the  Queftion  was 
carried  agninft  the  South  Parts   of  the  Ifland,  by  the  Votes 
of  thofe   Gentlemen,  who  come  from  the  North.  ^Here  he 
n>jas  called  to  Order,  after  'which  he  nvent  5»]  Sir,   I  delign 
no  Refieftion  upon  any  Man  ;  but  the  Affair  before  us  is  of 
the  utmolt  Confequence  to   the   Intereft  and  l>ade  of  the 
whole  Kingdom  ;  our  Liberties,  our   Properties,   and  every 
Thing  that  is  dear  to  us  is   at  Stake.     This  feems  to  be  a 
Step  towards  introducing  a  General  Excife,   which  is  incon- 
fiftent  witl.  the  Liberties  of  a  free  People;  and  Sir,  when  Life, 
Liberty,  or  Property  is  concerned,  it  will  be  found  that  every 
Man  will  fight ;  a  Country  Clown  in  Huddon-Gray  may  per- 
haps fhew  as  much  Courage,  and  fight  as  well  as  a  Soldier  in 
J\ed  :  What  !  do  we  think,  becaufe  a  Fellow  is  a  Beau,  and 
drefles  himfeif  up  with  Powder  and  EiTences,  that  therefore 
he  has  more  Courage  than  another  Man  ?  I  fufpedl  there  are 
many  of  thofe  fine  Gentlemen,  who  are  afraid  of  letting  the 
Wind  blow  upon  them,  for  fear  of  blowing  the  Powder  out 
of  their  Wigs,  that  could  not,  perhaps,   bear  the  Smell  of 
Gun-Powder.     As  the  Affair  before  us  is  of  the  utmoft  Con- 
feqnence?,  fo  it  ought  to  give  us  the   more  Concern,  that  if 
it  paffes  in  this  lioufe,  there   are  no  Hopes  in  the  other : 
In  the  other  Houfe,    we   know.    Sir,   there    is   a   peculiar 
Ilench,  which  will  [Here  he  ^mus  again  called  to  Order,  and 
nras  told  by  Mr  Speaker,   That  )w   Gentleman  'vuas  to   thronv 
Hef.enions   upon  any  Bady  of  Men,    nor  tvas  any  Member   of 
that  Houfe,  in  anv  Thing  he  fc.id,  to  take  Notice  ofnjjhat  "vas 
done,  or  n.vhat  might  be  done  in  the    other,  then  the  Captain 
n'.-ent  on'\  Sir,  It  was  not  pofuble  I  could  make  any  Refledion 
upon   any  Man,  or  upon  any  Sett  of  Men,  for  I  had  drawn 
no  Conclufion.     But  let  us  do  what  we  will,  let  both  Houfes, 
if  they  have  a  inind,  pafs  this  Bill,   it  is  fo  direftly  oppofite 
to  the  Interefl  of  che  Nation,  and  to  the  Intereft  of  our  pre- 
fcnt   happy  Eftablifhment,   that  I  am  convinced  his  Majefty 
will  refute  giving  it  the  S.anftion  of  the  Royal  Affent. 

Then 
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Then  Mr  Horatio  Walpole  flood  up,  and  faid,  Anno  5,  Gm.  n. 

Sir,  ^^^JX^^ 

*  I  find  fome  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  have  fpoken  upon  ^t  h.  WaJpUe. 
the  Affair  in  hand,  are  quite  miflaken  as  to  the  Motion  that 
has  been  made.  If  any  new  and  unheard  of  Tax  had  been 
thereby  propofed,  they  might  have  fome  Reafon  for  thofe 
Fears,  which  they  have  reprefented  to  us  in  fo  ftrong  a  Light  j 
Murmurings  and  Grumblings  among  the  People  might  be 
apprehended  ;  but  the  Tax  propofed  is  no  new  Tax,  it  is 
only  propofed  to  revive  a  Tax  which  was  raifed  upon  the 
People  of  England  for  34  Years  together,  and  was  always 
paid  by  them,  without  the  leaft  Grumbling  or  Complaint.  By 
Experience,  Sir,  we  are  convinced  that  it  is  no  way  burthen- 
fome  upon  the  People  ;  and  indeed,  it  is  fo  little  felt  by  them, 
that  even  fmce  it  was  taken  off,  there  is  hardly  a  Man  in 
the  Kingdom  that  has  been  fenfible  of  the  Eafe,  or  has  ia 
any  manner  exprefled  his  Satisfadion  therewith  :  This  Ihews 
that  it  may  be  revived  without  any  Danger  of  overcharging 
any  particular  Man,  or  any  Sort  of  Men.  Every  Man,  I 
believe,  that  contributes  towards  the  Land-Tax,  is  fully  fen- 
fible  of  the  Burthen  that  is  thereby  laid  upon  him  ;  but  who 
is  it  that  ever  was  fenfible  of  what  he  paid  towards  the  Salt- 
Duty,  or  has  felt  any  Erife  fuice  it  was  taken  off  ?  It  is  a 
Duty  that  is  paid  by  fuch  a  Multitude  of  People,  that  no 
fingle  Man  can  any  way  feel  what  he  pays  thereto,  which 
is  a  moft  evident  Demonftration  that  it  is  one  of  the  moft 
eafy  Ways  we  can  chufe,  for  raifmg  Money  for  the  neceffaiy 
Supplies  of  the  Government. 

'  Thofe  Gentlemen,  who  talk  fo  much  of  its  being  de- 
ftruflive  to  our  Trade  and  Manufaflures,  ought  to  come  to 
Particulars  ;  they  ought  to  fhew  what  Trade  or  Manufafture 
was  loft  or  injured,  during  the  34  Years  that  the  Tax  conti- 
nued to  be  paid  by  the  People  of  England  ;  they  o'jght  to 
fliew  what  Manufaftures  have  become  cheaper,  or  what  Sort 
of  Tradefmen's  Wages  have  been  lowered,  Unce  the  abolifhing 
of  this  Tax  :  If  any  one  fuch  Effed  could  be  made  appear, 
I  fhould  believe  they  had  fome  Reafcn  for  what  they  fay  ; 
but  when  the  contrary  Fads  appenr  to  be  true,  I  cannot  join 
in  Opinion  with  thein.  During  the  whole  Time  that  this 
Tax  continued,  there  never  was  any  one  Manufidiire  there- 
by loft,  oar  Trade  never  flourillied  more  than  it  did  in  tliat 
Courfe  of  Time  ;  and  fince  the  Tax  was  taken  off,  v/e  all 
know  that  no  Trade  or  Alanufadure  has  been  thereby  im- 
proved, nor  have  the  Wages  of  one  Workman  in  the  King- 
dom been  diminillied  :  the  pretended  fatal  Confequences  of 
this  Tax  muft  therefore  be  all  imaginary. 

'  As  this  Tax  upon  Salt  is  one  of  the  moft  eqr.al  and  ealy 
Ta,xcs  on  tlic  Ptople,  fo  iheie  is  not  any  one  Trx  cm  be 

profoi'.'d, 
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propofed,  that  may  be  raifed  with  lefs  Expence  to  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  The  Method  of  raifing  it  cofts  but  very  little  more 
than  the  raifing  of  the  Land-Tax  will  coft  j  and  whatever 
Difference  there  may  be  is  much  more  than  attoned  for,  by 
the  Juftice  and  Equality  of  the  Tax  upon  Salt,  and  by  its 
being  fo  general,  that  it  becomes  altogether  infenfible ; 
whereas  the  Land-Tax  is  one  of  the  moft  unequal,  and  one 
of  the  moft  grievous  upon  thofe  who  pay  it,  of  any  Tax 
that  ever  was  raifed  in  this  Country.  It  is  a  Tax  that  is 
wholly  charged  upon  a  very  few  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Ifland,  who  have  been  for  many  Years  obliged  to  bear  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Publick  Charge,  and  have  many  of  them 
been  ruined  and  undone  for  the  Benefit  and  Advantage  of 
others.  If  we  but  once  ferioufly  confider,  what  wretched 
Circumftances  many  of  the  Landholders  in  Britain  are  at  pre- 
fent  in,  we  cannot  furely  make  the  leaft  Hefitation  in  giving 
them  Relief  from  the  Oppreffions  they  have  fo  long  groaned 
under,  by  laying  on  another  Sort  of  Tax,  which  never  was, 
nor  ever  can  be  felt  by  any  Man  breathing  :  A  Tax  which 
is  fo  juft  that  every  Man  contributes  to  it  in  Proportion 
to  the  Benefit  he  receives,  inllead  of  a  Tax,  by  which 
a  few  are  obliged  to  contribute  the  whole  of  the  Charge, 
though  they  receive  but  a  hundredth  Part  of  the  Benefit. 

*  We  have  likewife.  Sir,  been  frightned  with  the  Name 
of  a  General  Excife,  and  with  the  Lofs  of  our  Liberties  and 
Properties.  As  to  the  laft,  the  Bugbear  will  vanifh,  if  we 
but  refledl  upon  the  Great  Men  that  were  at  the  Helm  of 
Affairs,  when  the  Salt-Tax  was  firft  laid  on.  It  was  firft 
laid  on  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  William,  the  glorious 
Reftorer  of  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Nation  :  In 
his  Time  it  firll:  had  its  Being,  and  was  contrived  and  ad- 
vifed  by  a  Sett  of  Minifters,  who  will  for  ever  be  rcfpefted 
for  their  great  Wifdom,  and  whofe  Memories  will  for  ever 
be  facred,  for  the  great  Attachment  they  always  Ihewed  to 
the  Conftitution  and  the  Liberties  of  this  Kingdom.  As 
for  a  General  Excife,  I  never  heard  of  any  fuch  Defign,  I 
am  fure  no  Man  that  I  know  had  ever  any  fuch  Thing  in 
his  Thoughts,  nor  can  the  Reviving  of  the  Salt-Tax  any 
way  contribute  to  fuch  a  Defign.  I  muft  fay,  that  I  think 
many  of  our  Cuftoms  are  heavy  upon  Trade,  and  very 
troublefome  to  our  Merchants ;  and  therefore,  if  fome  of 
the  moft  grievous  of  them  were  turned  into  an  Excife,  it 
would  be  of  great  Advantage  to  the  Nation,  and  might,  I 
believe,  be  e.ifily  done,  without  endangering  in  the  leaft  our 
Conftitution,  or  encroaching  upon  the  Liberty  or  Property  of 
the  Subjeft  :  But  as  there  is  at  prefent  no  fuch  Propofal  be- 
fore this  Houfe,  we  have  no  Occafion  to  lake  fuch  a  Thing 
into  our  r.nmediate  Confideration, 
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^ir  Walpoie  was  replied  to  by  Sir  William  Wyndham,  Anno  j.  Geo,  ir. 
as  follows :  U.-l^^^^^ 

Sir,  .    ,  Sir  W.  Wyndhani. 

'  I  could  not  indeed  but  fufpeft  from  the  Manner  of  in- 
troducing this  Motion,  that  fomething   very   extraordinary 
was  to  follow.     I  find  I  am  noc  difappoihted,  for  in  my 
Opinion  it  is  one  of  the  mofl:  extraordinary  Motions,  that 
ever  was  made  in  this  Houfe.     Undet  the  fpecious  Pretence 
of  giving  an  immediate  Eafe  to  the  Landed  Gentlemen,  we 
are  to  revive  a   Tax,  which  will  lie  as  heavy  as  the  Land- 
Tax  upon  moll  of  them,  and  which  is  not  only  deftrudtive  to 
the  Trade,  but  inconfiltent  with  the  Liberties  of  this  Nation. 
I  agree  moft  heartily  with  the  Gentleman  who  made  tlie  Mo- 
tion, That   many    of  our    Landed  Gentlemen   have   been 
reduced  to  moil  miferable  Circumftances,   by  the  heavy  Bur- 
thens they  have  borne  for  fo  many  Years  ;  But  their  Mifery 
is  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Land-Tax  only,  every  one  of  our 
other  Taxes  contributes  its  Share,  and  no  Tax  contributed 
more  to  the  general  Mifery  of  the  whole  Nation,  as  well  as 
of  the  Landed  Gentlemen,  than  this  very  Tax,  which  is  now 
propofed  to     be    revived.     It    is    indeed    become    neceffary 
to  continue  the  Land-Tax  upon  the  former  Footing,  or  to 
impofe  fome  new  Tax  in  room  thereof;  but  from  whence 
does  this  NeceiTicy  proceed  ?  Why,  from  maintaining  a  greater 
Number   of  Land-Forces,    and    putting  ourfelves    to   much 
greater  Charges,  than  we  have  in  my  Opinion  any  Occafion 
for.     It  has  always  been  the  Cafe,  it  always  will  be  the  Cafe, 
Sir,  that  one  wrong  Meafure  mull  for  ever  give  Birth  to  ano-. 
ther,  that  to  a  Third,  and  fo  on  till  Publick  Ruin  becomes 
inevitable,  if  no  Redrefs   be  offered  in  Time ;  which  never 
can   be  efFeftuated,  but  by  altering  the  former  wrong  Mea- 
fures,  inllead  of  fupporting  them  by  worfe. 

*  I  am  forry.  Sir,  to  find  that  we  are  reduced  to  this  Ex- 
tremity, that  we  mull  either  lay  on  a  Land-Tax,  which  feems 
to  be  agreed  by  all  to  be  heavier  than  the  Landed  Gentle- 
men of  this  Nation  are  able  to  bear,  or  otherways  we  mull  lay 
on  a  Tax,  which  in  the  Opinion  of,  I  hope,  the  Majority  of 
this  Houfc,  is  of  much  more  fatal  Confequence.  Flow  fatal. 
Sir,  is  this  Neceflity  ?  Our  Landed  Gentlemen  mull  be  ruined, 
or  the  whole  Nation  mull  be  undone  !  It  is  certain,  Sir,  that 
every  Tax  is  an  Evil,  and  an  Evil  that  ought  to  be  avoided, 
ifpoffible;  the  corrupt  Nature  of  Mankind  has  made  fon;e 
Taxes  iecclTary  for  the  Support  of  Society  ;  and  we  fiud  to 
our  OoS,  that  Taxes,  like  other  Evil;,  are  fruitful  in  the 
Begetting  of  one  another  :  But  when  we  come  to  make  a 
Choice  between  two  Taxes,  of  the  two  Eviis  we  certainly 
ought  to  chufe  that  whicli  is  leait  ;  and  fince  we  li;ue  by 
cur  former  Rclolutiouii  xnade  one  vt  ihc  Two,  now  under 
V  0  L.  11,  y  Coi.iUcration 
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Coniideration  receflary,  we  ought  now  to  examine  ftrifUy 
which  of  the  two  is  the  leaft  Evil. 

*  I  have,  I  hope.  Sir,  as  deep  a  Senfe  of  the  Miferies  aud 
Sufferings  of  my  Fellow-Countrymen  as  any  Man  in  this  Houfe, 
and  when  I  fpeak  of  charging  Land  in  place  of  charging 
Salt,  I  am  certain,  and  I  believe  every  Man  that  knows  me 
will  think,  that  I  fpeak  againft  my  own  private  Intereft ; 
and  therefore  I  flatter  myfelt,  that  thofe  who  hear  me  will 
think  I  am  fmcere  in  what  I  fay.  It  is  very  true.  Sir,  that 
the  Reducing  of  the  Land-Tax  would  be  a  great  Relief  to 
the  Landed  Gentlemen,  if  it  could  be  done  without  taking  as 
much  from  them  in  another  Way.  The  Land-Tax  is  in- 
deed a  heavy  Charge  upon  the  Landholders  of  this  Kingdom, 
but  that  is  the  only  Evil  attending  it ;  I  cannot  grant  that 
it  is  fo  unequal  as  fome  Gentlemen  have  been  pleafed  to  re- 
prefent  j  every  Man  ought  to  pay  to  the  Publick  Charge  in 
Proportion  to  the  Benefit  he  receives  therefrom  ;  a  poor  Man, 
who  has  no  Property,  ought  not  certainly  to  be  charged  for 
the  Defence  of  Property  ;  he  has  nothing  but  his  Liberty  to 
contend  for,  and  for  the  Defence  of  that  only  he  ought  in 
Juftice  to  be  charged;  whereas  a  Man,  who  has  an  Ellate, 
has  Property  as  well  as  Liberty  to  contend  for,  and  for  the 
Defence  of  both  he  ought  to  be  charged.  Liberty  may  be 
equally  dear  to  every  Man,  but  furely  he  that  has  the  largeft 
Property,  ought  to  contribute  moil  to  the  Publick  Expence. 

'  The  heavy  Weight  that  lies  upon  the  Landholders,  is 
I  fay.  Sir,  the  only  Evil  attending  the  Land-Tax  ;  but  in 
confidering  the  Evils  that  neceffarily  attend  a  Tax  upon  Salt, 
the  Land-Tax  will  upon  the  Comparifon  be  found  to  have 
many  Advantages :  One  of  the  great  Evils  of  a  Salt- Tax,  I 
may  fay  the  greateft,  becaufe  it  ftiikes  at  our  Conftitution, 
is  the  great  Number  of  OiRcers  which  muft  be  employed  in 
collefting  that  fmall  Branch  of  the  Revenue.  Thefe  Officers 
are  all  named  by  the  Crown,  and  being  fpread  all  over 
the  Country,  rauft  have  a  great  Influence  in  Eledlions  :  This, 
Sir,  throws  a  greater  Power. into  the  Hands  of  the  Crown, 
than  is  in  my  Opinion  confillent  with  the  Liberties  of  this 
Nation.  If  it  ever  fliall  happen  to  be  the  Misfortune  of  this 
Nation,  to  have  a  Set  of  wicked  Minilkrs  in  the  Admini- 
flration,  and  a  weak  or  an  ambitious  Prince  upon  the  Throne, 
the  great  Number  of  Officers,  employed  in  collefting  the 
Publick  Revenue,  mull  be  of  the  molt  dangerous  Confe- 
quence  to  the  veiy  Being  of  our  hnppy  Conllitution ;  and 
therefore  we  ought  not,  upon  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  to  in- 
creufe  the  Nauiber  of  thofe  Slaves  of  an  Adminillration. 
As  to  this  Evil,  the  Land-'l'ax  has  by  much  the  Advantage 
of  the  Salt-Tax  ;  in  the  firlt  there  are  few  or  no  Officers 
employed  j  but  the  laft  will  make  an  Addition  of  fix  or  fevcn 

Hundred 
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Hundred  to  the  Number  of  Officers  we  had  before.  This 
Tax  upon  Salt  is  likewife  a  dangerous  Precedent ;  it  is  one 
Step  towards  a  General  Excife ;  from  this,  which  is  really 
an  Excife  upon  Salt,  we  may  come  to  have  an  Excife  laid 
upon  every  Thing  we  can  either  eat  or  drink.  It  would  be 
dangerous  to  begin  to  raife  even  the  Taxes  we  now  pay,  by 
the  method  cf  Excife,  both  becaufe  it  would  be  a  bad  Pre- 
cedent, and  becaufe  of  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Produce  :  If 
the  Raifmg  them  by  Excife  fhould  produce  lefs  than  they  now 
do,  they  could  not  anfwer  thofe  Payment?  for  which  they 
are  appointed  ;  and  if  it  raifed  more,  it  might,  confidering 
the  prefent  Eftablifhment  of  the  Civil  Lift,  throw  more  iVIoney 
into  the  Plands  of  the  Crown,  than  would  be  confiftent  with 
the  Freedom  of  the  People. 

*  Another  Advantage  which  the  Land- Tax  has  over  the 
Tax  now  propofed,  is,  that  the  Raifmg  of  a  Shilling  in  the 
Pound  cofts  but  a  meer  Trifle,  and  is  fubjeft  to  no  Frauds. 
The  whole,  I  may  fay,  that  is  raifed  from  the  People,  comes 
to  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick,  and  to  the  Benefit  of  the  People  ; 
but  the  Cafe  is  quite  different  as  to  the  Tax  upon  Salt ;  it  is 
impolTible  to  raife  the  Salt-Duty  without  employing  a  great 
Number  of  Officers,  they  muft  all  have  Salaries,  befides  the 
Perquifites  and  Gratuities  which  always  have  been,  and  al- 
ways will  be  given  to  Men  in  fuch  Offices  :  The  honeft  Part 
of  Mankind  can  never  get  common  Juftice  from  them  without 
paying  the  Perquifite,  and  the  fraudulent  Part  of  the  Nation 
will  always  purchafe  their  Connivance  by  large  Gratuities  ; 
thus  a  very  large  Sum  will  be  raifed  upon  the  People,  and 
but  a  fmall  Part  thereof  will  ever  come  to  the  Ufe  of  the 
Publick,  or  to  the  Benefit  of  the  Nation,  This  was  former- 
ly the  Cafe  of  this  Duty  upon  Salt ;  there  was  always  a  great 
Difference  betwixt  the  Grofs  and  Neat  Produce  thereof,  and 
there  never  was  any  Tax  in  this  Country  that  gave  fo  much 
Occafion  to  Frauds  and  Perjuries  j  the  Tax  isfo  much  above 
the  proper  Price  of  the  Commodity  upon  which  it  is  raifed, 
that  it  always  was,  and  always  muft  be  a  great  Temptation 
for  People  to  perjure  themfelves,  and  cheat  the  Publick. 

'  I  am  furprized.  Sir,  to  hear  any  Gentleman  doubt  of 
this  Duty  upon  Salt  being  heavy  upon  Trade,  and  prejudicial 
to  the  Manufactures  of  the  Nation.  It  is  fo  eafy  in  this  Cafe 
to  come  to  particular  Inftances,  that  I  defy  any  Man  to  name 
one  Trade  or  Manufafture  that  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  :  Can 
any  Man  fuppofeit  does  not  enhance  the  Price  of  all  Pro- 
vifions  ?  and  by  enhancing  the  Price  of  them  it  becomes  a 
Charge  upon  every  Manufafture  in  particular  ;  but  upon  our 
Navigation  it  is  infupportable  ;  Every  Ship  that  fails  from 
this  Kingdom  muft  pay  dearer  for  her  Salt-Provifions,  or  muft 
go  tafome  other  Place  to  take  them  in  :  Do  not  we  know, 
Y  a  Sir 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  II.  Sir,  that  many  of  our  Merchant-Ships,  for  thefe  feveral  Years 
1731-31-  2aft  part,  have  gone  to  Ireland  to  take  in  the  Salt-Provifiona 
neceffary  for  their  intended  Voyage  ?  If  this  Tax  had  been 
difcontinuedfor  any  Number  of  Years,  they  would  probably 
have  returned  to  vi£lual  in  our  own  Ports,  as  they  always  did 
before  the  laying  on  of  this  Tax  upon  Salt.  Even  the  fhort 
Time  which  it  has  been  difcontinuedhas  Ihewn  what  a  Difad- 
vantage  the  reviving  of  it  will  be  to  the  Improvement  of  Land. 
Since  the  T^x  was  taken  oiF,  feveral  Experiments  have  been 
made  for  the  Improvement  of  Land  by  the  Means  of  Salt, 
and  they  have  all  anfwered  to  Admiration.  The  Revival  of 
this  Tax  cannot  therefore  proceed  from  any  Compaffion  for 
the  Landed  Gentlemen,  fmce  we  thereby  prevent  the  Im- 
provement of  their  Lands ;  and  a  very  fmall  Improvement  of 
the  Rent  of  an  Eftate  is  worth  a  great  deal  more,  than  one 
Year's  Land-Tax,  at  a  Shilling  in  the  Pound,  will  amount  to 
even  upon  a  very  large  Eftate. 

*  But  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  Sir,  we  not  only  prevent  the 
Improvement  of  Land-Eftates,  but  we  really  take  as  much 
from  almoft  every  Landed  Gentleman  in  another  way,  as  he 
faves  by  the  Diminution  of  the  Land-Tax  ;  and  at  the  fame 
Time  wc  take  fo  much  from  every  one  of  his  Tenants,  as  to 
difable  them,  or  fome  of  them  at  Icaft,  from  paying  the  fame 
Rent  they  formerly  paid.  In  all  well-regulated  Countries  great 
Care  is  taken,  that  the  poor  Farmer  fhall  not  be  overcharged. 
Where  is  there  a  more  flourifliing,  or  a  better  cultivated  Spot 
©f  Ground  in  the  World,  than  our  neighbouring  Country 
Flanders  ?  Yet  what  Ravages,  what  Defolations  has  that 
poor  Country  fafFered  by  contending  Armies  ?  What  is  this 
to  be  afcribed  to  ?  certainly  to  that  wife  Policy  of  the  Land- 
lords, eftabliihed  as  a  Law  in  that  Country,  that  whenever 
a!iy  Farmer  fufFered  any  Lofs  in  his  Farm,  by  the  Incamp- 
ments  or  Depredations  of  an  Army,  he  paid  no  Rent  for  that 
Year  to  his  Landlord  :  By  that  he  was  enabled  to  fupport  the 
Lofs,  and  to  repair  the  Damages  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Land- 
lord as  well  as  himfelf.  Do  we  not  fee  the  EfFecls  of  a  contrary 
Policy  in  Poland  ?  7'hcre,  the  poor  Tenants  are  racked  and 
opprefTed,  and  for  that  very  reafon  one  Half  of  that  Country, 
v.'hich  is  naturally  one  of  the  moft  fertile  in  Europe,  lies 
wafte  and  uncultivated.  This  will  always  be  the  Confe- 
quence,  when  a  Lmdlord  charges  his  Tenant  for  the  Sake  of 
a  fmall  Eafe  to  himfelf. 

'  Wc  have  already,  Sir,  fo  many  Taxes,  fo  many  Impo- 
fitions;  the  Price  of  every  Thing  is  thereby  fb  much  enhan- 
ced, that  none  of  our  Manufactures  can  be  fold  in  a  Foreign 
Market  fo  cheap  as  the  fam.e  Sort  of  Manufactures  are  fold 
by  our  Neighbours.  To  tliis  only  the  great  Decay  of  our 
'iradc  is  tp  be  imputed  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  iome  na  ■ 

tural 
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tural  Advantages,  It  would  have  been  before  now  entirely  Anno  j.  Geo.  n. 
loft  and  gone.  It  would  have  been  happy  for  this  Nation,  ^  mt-jt'- 
if  they  had  always  raifed  the  Supplies  within  the  Year  :  We 
fcverely  fed  the  EfFefts  of  this  Error  in  Politicks  committed 
by  the  Generation  before  us ;  and  yet  Ihall  we  with  our 
Eyes  open  go  on  in  the  fame  Track,  and  doubly  load  our 
Pofterity  for  a  fmall  prefent  Eafe  to  ourfelves  ?  We  are  told 
that  this  Tax  is  to  continue  but  for  three  Years ;  but  I  plain- 
ly fee  that  it  muft  be  continued  longer  :  By  Computation  it 
is  allowed,  that  500,000!,  may  be  raifed  by  this  Tax  in  the 
Space  of  two  Years  and  a  Half,  from  whence  I  forefee,  that 
at  the  End  of  three  Years  we  ftiall  be  told,  that  there  being 
Half  a  Year  good  in  Hand,  the  Continuing  it  but  for  two 
Years  longer  will  raife  fuch  another  Sum.  I  do  not  doubt, 
but  that  at  the  End  of  this  three  Years,  we  Ihall  be  under  a 
much  greater  Neceflity  of  railing  fuch  a  Sum  by  extraordi- 
nary Means,  than  we  are  at  prefent  ;  at  the  End  of  five  Years 
it  may  be  the  fame,  and  thus  it  may  for  ever  continue^ 

^  Even  the  Landed  Gentlemen,  if  they  confider  their  o\vn 
Intereft,  never  will  defire  to  be  eafed  as  to  the  Land-Tax, 
by  laying  on  any  other  Tax  inllead  thereof.  In  fuch  a  Cafe 
the  Landed  Gentlemen  will  always  find,  that  what  they  fave 
by  this  Eafe  as  to  the  Land-Tax,  is  more  than  exhaufted  by 
what  they  pay  out  of  their  own  Pockets,  towards  the  Tax 
laid  on  in  its  room  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  poor  Tenants 
and  Farmers  are  opprefled,  and  the  Trade  of  the  Country 
undone.  Let  us  but  fuppofe,  that  the  Sum  of  five  Millions 
were  to  be  raifed,  and  this  I  believe  is  as  large  a  Sum  as  the 
nett  Produce  of  all  our  Taxes  will  amount  to.  If  this  Sum 
were  to  be  all  raifed  by  a  Land-Tax,  it  would  amount  to  ten 
Shillings  in  the  Pound  :  This  indeed  would  be  a  moft  grie^ 
vous  Tax,  but  let  any  Gentleman  compute  what  he  now  pays, 
under  the  prefent  Method  of  Taxation,  towards  the  Land- 
Tax,  towards  the  Malt-Tax,  towards  the  Windov.'-Lights, 
and  to  the  advanced  Price  of  all  the  NecefTaries  and  Conve- 
niences of  Life,  which  he  either  makes  ufe  of  in  his  Family 
or  is  obliged  to  call  and  pay  for  when  he  is  abroad;  and  I  be- 
lieve he  will  find,  that  in  the  Year's  Time  it  amounts  to  more 
than  if  he  were  to  pay  a  Land-Tax  of  ten  Shillings  in  the 
Pound,  and  at  leaft  to  as  much  again  upon  the  reft  of  the 
People.  This,  Sir,  is  the  unavoidable  Confequence  of  our 
prefent  Method  of  Taxation.  The  Charge  is  fo  great,  and 
the  Advantages  taken  by  the  Merchant  and  Retailer  are  fa 
extravagant,  that  one  Half  at  leaft  of  what  is  raifed  upon  the 
People  never  comes  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick  ;  and  it  is  fp  far. 
Sir,  from  being  laid  out  or  expended  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
People,  that  it  may  fome  time  or  another  be  turned  to- 
wards the  enflaving  of  them  ;  From  whence.  Sir,  I  think  it 
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$jkitn  f.  Gen.  11.  IS  as  dcmonftrable  as  any  Propofition  in  Euclid,  that  if  we 

.    '; -i'-r     I  ^^'^^^y  P^''^   ^   Land-Tax  of  ten   Shillings  in  the  Pound, 

^  without  paying  any   other  Excifes  or  Duties,  our  Liberties 

and  our  Properties  would   be  much  more  fecure,  and  every 

Lanced  Gentieman  might  live  at  leafl;  in  as  much  Plenty,  and 

might  make  a  better  Provifion  for  his  Family,  than  under  our 

prefent  Method  of  Taxation. 

*  I  fhall  conclude,  Sir,  with  obferving  that  as  this  Tax 
falls  moft  grievoufiy  upon  the  Poor,  and  as  they  are  by  far 
the  Majority  of  the  People,  it  mull  of  confeqiience  raife  a 
general  Murmuring  and  Difcontent  againll  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  :  By  this  the  Government,  for  their  own  Securit},  will 
be  obliged  to  keep  up  a  numerous  Standing  Army  :  This  will 
be  a  new  Ground  of  Complaint  among  the  People ;  and 
they  will  at  laft  begin  to  think,  that  th','ir  Liberties 
and  their  Properties  are  really  in  Danger ;  and  I  hope  the 
People  of  this  Nation  will  always  have  Courage  eiiough  to 
difpute  ib  facred,  fo  valuable  a  Prize  ;  but  curfed  mull  they 
be  whofe  Meafures  Ihall  occalion  luch  a  Contell. 
MtUandafe.  Mr  Dundafs  Ipoke  next, 

Sir, 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  Inequality  of  the  Land- 
Tax,  and  great  Complaints  that,  notwitiillaiiding  its  be- 
ing raifed  for  the  Good  of  all,  yet  there  were  but  a  fmall 
Part  of  the  Nation  that  contributed  any  Tiang  thereto  :  I 
grant,  Sir,  that  it  is  fo  far  unequal  ;  but  then  as  no  Maij 
contributes  but  he  that  has  an  Ellate,  it  cannot  be  faid  that 
it  is  infupportable  to  any  Man  ;  and  it  muft  be  allowed,  that 
the  Reft  of  the  Nation  are  quite  free  from  that  Burthen  : 
Bat  this  Tax  upon  Salt  is  as  unequal  as  tlie  other,  for  there 
are  a  great  many  Gentlemen  in  this  Nation,  the  greateft  Part 
of  whofe  Eftates  confiftb  in  Salt- Works,  and  by  this  Tax 
there  will  be  at  leaft  one  ILxth  Part,  I  may  fay  one  fourth 
Part,  of  thefe  Ellates  taken  from  them.  The  Inequality 
tlierefore  is  as  great  with  refpeJl  to  this  Tax,  as  with  refpeft 
to  that  upon  Land  ;  but  no  Man,  no  Perfon  in  the  Nation 
can  be  free  from  this  Tax  upon  Salt,  it  muft  be  burthenfome 
upon  all,  and  infupportable  to  a  great  many.  I  have  the 
Icfs  Reafon  to  be  againft  the  revivi'ig  of  thii  Tnx,  becaufe, 
by  the  Articles  of  the  Union,  that  Part  of  the  Country 
which  I  come  from  is  to  be  free  therefrom,  or  at  leaft  from 
the  greateft  Part  thereof:  Nor  can  I  thinlc  that  the  taking 
off  of  a  Tax,  for  one  Year,  which  Scotland  is  by  the  Ar- 
ticles of  the  Union  to  be  free  from,  and  laying  it  on  the  very 
next  Year,  will  ever  sfford  a  Pretence  for  the  charging  of 
the  People  of  Scotland  with  the  Payment  of  fuch  a  Tax  ; 
for  then  it  would  be  eafy  to  fubjeft  them  to  all  thofe  Taxes 
and  Duties,  which  they  are  declared  free  from  by  the  Arti- 
cles 
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ties  of  the  Union.     This,  Sir,  is  my  Opinion,  but  I   {hall   Anno  %.  Geo.  n. 

be  \txy  forry  ever   to    fee  sny  Tiling    brought   into   this  .     'ZJ|i^ 

Houfe,  that  m^^y  poffibly  bring  any  one  of  the  Articles  of 

Union  into  Queltioi.,  or  fo  much  as  raife  a  Doubt  about  the 

Meaning  and  Intention  of  any  one  of  them  :  Explanations 

in  that  AiFair    will  always  be  dangerous,  and   every    Man 

who  wifhes  well,  either  to  his  King  or  his  Country,  will  en* 

deavour  as  much  as  he  can  to  avoid  coming  to  any  fuch.     If 

there  were  no  other  Reafon,  Sir,  for  my  being  againil  this 

Duty  upon  Salt,  this  one  is  enough  to  me,  that  there  appear 

to  be  feveral   Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  wlio  are  of   diiFe- 

rent  Sentiments   from  me,  with  refpeft  to  the  Meaning  and 

Intention  of  that  Article  of  the  Union,  by  which  Scotland 

is  declared  free  from  the  Duties  then  payable  upon  Salt.     I 

hope  all  the  Gentlemen  of  my  own  Country,  at  lealt,  are 

in  this  Point  of  the  fame  Sentiments  with  me,  and  confe- 

tjuently  as  they  have  very  little  to  do  in  the  prefent  Queftion, 

I  hope  they  will  at  leaft  withdraw,  and  not  join  in  laying  a 

Tax  upon  their  Neighbours,  which  their  own  Country  is  not 

to  bear  an  equal  Share  in. 

*  It  is  well  known  how  many  Frauds  and  Perjuries  were 
committed,  during  the  Time  that  there  was  a  Duty  upon 
foreign  Salt,  and  Drawbacks  allow'd  upon  the  Exportation 
of  Fiih  cured  therewith.  Kow  many  Ships  were  Tent  out 
with  Fifh,  pretended  to  be  fo  cured,  which  never  carried 
any  to  a  Foreign  Market  ?  Tio  not  we  know,  that  feme  Ships 
have  been  enter'd,  or  at  leaft  pretended  to  have  been  enter'd, 
and  the  Drawbacks  for  the  Cargoes  of  facn  pretended  Ships 
have  been  not  only  allow'd,  bat  paid,  and  yet  it  was  after- 
wards difcover'd,  that  no  fuch  Ship  was  ever  built  ?  One 
Gentleman  was  obliged  to  fly  his  Country  for  fuch  Praftices : 
'Tis  true  that  he  rfterwards  got  a  Pardon,  and  foon  after,  a 
CommifTion  in  the  Cufloms :  How  he  came  to  defei-ve  fuch 
Favour  and  fuch  Preferment  is  more  than  I  can  cell  ;  but  I 
am  fure  no  Man  ever  was,  or  wi'!  be  deterred  from  being 
guilty  of  fuch  Crimes,  by  the  Severity  of  the  Puniflimcnt  he 
met  with.  The  Multitude  of  thofe  Frauds  committed  by 
the  Exporters,  or  pretended  Exporters  of  Fifh  cured  with 
foreign  Salt,  was  fo  great,  that  the  Government  v/as  obliged 
at  lall  to  take  the  Duty  entirely  off  of  foreign  Salt;  and  eve- 
ry Man  was  allowed  to  import  Duty-free,  as  much  as  was 
neceffary  for  curing  all  the  Fifh  he  exporred  to  any  foreign 
Market ;  and  what  was  the  Confequence  r  why,  under  this 
Pretence  of  curing  Fiili  for  a  foreign  Market,  a  great  deal  of 
foreign  Salt  was  imported  publickly,  and  afterwards  privately 
fold  about  the  Country  for  all  the  Ufes  in  Life  ;  and  it  is 
well  known,  tlie  Pro[,rletors  of  Salt-Work;^,  krow  it  to  their 
Coil;,  that  while  the  Duty  continued    upoa  l)ome-niadc  Salt, 

ti>cre 
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there  was  none  of  it  ever  made  ufe  of  in  many  Parts  of  this 
Ifland.  If  this  Tax  be  revived,  the  fame  Frauds  will  be 
renew'd ;  and  Frauds  there  will  be,  put  it  in  what  Shape 
you  will  :  If  you  revive  the  Duty  on  foreign  Salt,  there  will 
then  be  Frauds  as  to  the  Drawbacks ;  if  you  revive  the  Duty 
on  home-made  Salt,  without  laying  a  Duty  on  the  Importa- 
tion of  foreign  Salt,  then  in  feveral  Places  of  the  Country 
they  will  fall  upon  fome  fraudulent  Way  or  other  of  getting 
foreign  Salt  for  all  Ufes  ;  whereby  you  will  increafe  the 
national  Expence,  and  in  a  little  Time  deftroy  mofl;  of  your 
own  Salt- Works. 

'  The  Independency  of  this  Houfe  has  of  late  Years  been 
much  talk'd  of;  I  hope  it  will  always  be  independent :  But 
I  mull  fay.  Sir,  that  if  a  Scheme   had   been  laid  down  for 
making  this  Houfe  dependent  upon  the  Crown,  a  more  eafy, 
a  more  efFedlual,  a  more  certain  Method  could  not  have  been 
contriv'd  for  the  Succefs  of  fuch  a  wicked  Scheme,  than  this 
of  reviving  the  Salt- Duty.     By  this  Duty  there  is  fo  large  a 
Sum  yearly  raifed,  and  lb  little  brought  to  the  publick  Ac- 
count, that  it  may  really  be  moll  properly  called  a  Bribing 
us  with  our  own  Money,     I  am  fure  his  Majeily  never  can 
think  of  fuch  a  Scheme  ;  he  has  the  Interefl  of  the  Nation 
and  the  Benefit  of  Mankind  too  much  at  Heart,  to  let  any 
fuch  Schemes  ever  enter  into  his  Thoughts ;  but  every  Man 
is  fenfible,    that  a  great  Number  of  Officers,  all  named  by 
the  Crown,  and  removeable  at  the  Pleafure  of  the  King,  or 
of  thofe  in  the  Adminillration,  may  have,  if  fo  apply'd,  an 
Influence  upon  the  Eledlions  for  Members  of  Parliament ; 
and  confidering  the  Time  that  this  Duty  is  now  laid  on,  that 
it  is  laid  on  for  three  Yeai-s  only,  and  that  within  that  Time 
there  is  to  be,  as  it  is  hop'd,  a  new  Choice  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  one  who  does  not  know  his  Majefty's  good  and  juft 
Intentions  will  be  apt  to  fufpedl,  that  the  laying  on  of  fuch 
a  Tax  at  fuch  a  critical  Juncture,  is  with  Defign  to  influence 
the  approaching  Eledions.      I  fliall  always  be  againft  any 
Meafure  that  may  give  the  meaneft  of  his  Majefty's  Subjefts 
the  leaft  Caule  to  fufpeft,  that  hisMajelty  ever  had  a  De- 
lign  of  making  ufe  of  any  fuch  Influence.     I  am  convinced, 
he  has  no  fuch  Dtfign  ;  I  firmly  believe  he  never  will  form 
any  fuch  Defign  ;  but  as  much  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Peo- 
ple live  remote  from  Court,    and  have  no  Opportunity  of 
knowing  his  Majefty's  real  Intentio:)s,  they  may  put  wrong 
Conftrudlions  upon  Things  ;    and  therefore  no  Man,  who  is 
a  fincerc  Lover  of  the  prefcnt  happy  Ellablifhment,  ought  to 
agree  to  any  Meafure,  which  is  in  its  own  Nature  liable  to 
be  miikpprehended,  and  apt  to   raife    Jealcufies   and    Fears 
among  his  Majelt)  'i  faithful  Subjecb.' 

:  Mi 
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Mr  Dundafs  having  done  fpeaking.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  Anno  j.  gm.  k. 
fpoke  again  :  ^_!lj'i!:,,_| 

Sir»  ,  .  .       ,  Sit  R.  Walpole. 

*  Though  I  had  examin'd  this  AfFair  with  the  utmoft  Ac- 
curacy I  was  capable  of:  Though  I  Was  convinced  that  what 
I  ^vas  to  propofe,  was  for  the  publick  Good,  and  for  the 
Relief  of  thofe  who  have  been  long  opprefTed  ;  yet  I  ex- 
pefted  that  the  Motion  I  was  to  make,  would  meet  with  Op- 
pofition,  either  from  thofe  who  have  not  fo  thoroughly  con- 
lider'd  this  Matter,  or  from  thofe  whofe  particular  Intereft 
or  private  Views  lead  them  to  be  againft  it.  However,  this 
Difficulty  and  Trouble  which  I  forefaw  I  was  to  encounter, 
did  not,  nor  ever  ihall  deter  me  from  offering  to  this  Houfe 
what  I  take  to  be  for  the  Good  of  my  Country,  and  for 
the  Relief  of  thofe  in  Diftrefs.  All  publick  AfFemblies  muft 
for  ever  be  compofed  of  Perfons,  who  have  different  Ways  of 
Thinking,  different  Interefls,  and  different  Ends,  Every 
Tax  that  can  be  propofed  will  be  objefted  to  by  feme  of 
thofe  who  are  to  pay  it ;  and  the  moll  unequal  Tax  will  be 
approved  of,  and  preferred  to  the  mofl  equal,  by  thofe  who 
are  to  contribute  nothing,  or  a  very  little  thereto.  The 
Journals  of  this  Houfe  may  afford  us  many  Examples  of  Pe- 
titions prefented,  and  a  vigorous  Oppofition  made,  againfl 
Things  that  have  in  their  own  Nature  appeared  to  be  an 
univerfal  Benefit  to  Mankind.  Thofe  who  live  by  the  Ne- 
cefTities  of  Mankind,  will  for  ever  oppofe  what  is  propofed 
for  their  Relief;  from  hence  it  is,  that  we  always  fee  great 
Oppofition  made  to  all  Attempts  for  improving  the  Na- 
vigation of  Rivers,  or  of  wafle  Lands  and  Commons  ;  we 
are  therefore.  Sir,  never  to  conclude  againft  the  publick 
Benefit  of  any  Propofition,  becaufe  we  fee  it  violently  op- 
pofed. 

*  Envy  and  Malice  will  often  prompt  Men  to  oppofe  what 
is  apparently  for  their  own  immediate  Benefit,  as  well  as  for 
the  Benefit  of  their  Country.  Every  Man,  I  believe,  even 
in  a  private  Station  of  Life,  has  Enemies ;  but  thofe  who 
are  in  any  publick  Station  have  always  a  great  many.  Thofe 
who  envy  them,  will  always  grudge  them  the  Glory  of  do- 
ing any  thing  for  the  publick  Good,  and  will  endeavour  to 
defeat,  or  to  give  a  wrong  Turn  to  whatever  they  propofe 
for  the  Benefit  of  their  Country,  or  for  the  Eafe  of  the  Peo- 
ple. I  do  not  believe  that  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  op- 
pofes  what  \  have  moved  for  from  any  fuch  Motives.  I  am 
perfuaded  that  the  Oppofition  made  thereto  proceeds  entirely 
from  their  miftaking  the  Cafe  before  us,  and  therefore  I  fhall 
endeavour  as  much  as  I  can,  to  remove  thofe  Miftakes,  and 
ihall  think  the  Pains  I  am  at  well  beftovv'd,  if  I  can  there- 

Vot.  IL  Z  b/ 
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by  convince  any  one  Gentleman  of  this  Houfe  of  the  Er- 
ror he  has  been  in. 

*  The  Influence  to  be  added  to  the  Power  of  the  Crown, 
by  the  Addition  of  fuch  a  Number  of  Officers,  as  niuft  be 
employ 'd  in  the  collefting  of  this  Revenue,  is,  I  find,  a 
mighty  Objection  againft  the  reviving  of  tliis  Duty  upon 
Salt.  I  am  lorry,  Sir,  to  find  that  any  Gentleman  fliould 
think  fo  meanly  of  his  Native  Country.  Our  Liberties  and 
our  Properties  would  indeed  be  in  the  moft  imminent  Danger, 
if  an  Addition  of  4  or  500  Officers  could  add  fuch  a  terrible 
Influence  to  the  Power  of  the  Crown.  But,  Sir,  we  have 
the  Experience  of  above  30  Years,  to  convince  us  of  the 
Unreafonablenefs  of  fuch  Apprehenfions ;  and  during  a  great 
Part  of  this  Time,  the  Crown  had,  befides  this  Number  of 
Salt-OfRcers,  a  much  more  numerous  Army  than  it  has  at 
prefent ;  confequently  the  Power  of  the  Crown  muft  have 
been  much  greater  than  it  can  be  made  by  what  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  and  yet  it  was  never  found  to  be  too  great ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  the  Crown  was  always  obliged  to  fue  for,  and 
to  fubmit  to  the  Inclinations  of  the  People.  While  the 
Power  of  the  Crown  is  properly  apply 'd,  and  made  Ufe  of 
only  to  defend  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Subjeft, 
the  Crown  will  always  have  the  Inclinations  of  the  Majority 
of  the  People  in  its  Favour.  This  is  the  natural  and  juil 
Influence  which  the  Crown  ought  to  have,  and  I  hope  it  will 
never  have  any  other  in  this  Kingdom.  We  know  that  the 
Faftious  and  DifafFecced  have  always  exclaimed  againfl:  the 
Number  of  Officers,  and  have  alledgcd  that  the  Difappoint- 
ments  they  met  with,  in  their  Oppofition  to  the  moft  jult  and 
moil:  reafonable  Meafures  propoled  by  the  Court,  proceeded 
from  the  Influence  of  fuch  Officers  ;  but  it  is  evident,  that 
the  People  of  this  Nation  never  could  be  brought  by  fuch 
Influence,  to  do  any  thing  that  was  inconfiftent  with  their 
Liberties  and  Privileges :  And  as  there  is  no  greater  Number 
of  Officers  now  propofed,  than  what  was  before  employ'd 
when  this  Duty  was  fublifting,  it  cannot  be  prefumed,  that 
this  Influence  will  now  be  greater  than  it  has  been  in  Times 
paft.  Do  not  therefore  let  imaginary  Fears  and  vain  Appre- 
henfions deter  us  from  giving  a  Relief  to  the  moft  dillreiTed 
Part  of  our  Fellow- Subjefts. 

*  Another  Bugbesr  raifed  againft  this  Duty  on  Salt  is, 
that  it  is  a  Sort  of  Excil'e,  and  may  be  a  Precedent  for  in- 
troducing a  General  Excife.  I  am  perfuaded  that  no  Man 
ever  thought  of  introducing  a  General  Excife  into  this  Country  ; 
I  can  anfwer  for  myfelf  that  I  never  did  ;  but  becaufe  there 
is  fuch  a  Term  as  a  General  Excife,  becaufe  there  may  be 
fuch  a  Thing  in  feme  Counvrief,  fliall  we  tlierefore  admit  of 
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Ro  particular  Excife,  nor  any  Duty  upon  any  particular  Com-  Anno  5.  Geo. ». 
modity  ?  Wc  may  as  well  fay  we  will  pay  no  Tax,  becaufe 
in  fome  Countries  that  have  the  Misfortune  to  be  fubjed  to 
arbitrary  Power,  they  are  opprefled  with  Taxes.  An  Excife 
is  only  a  Word  for  a  Tax  raifed  in  a  diiFerent  Manner  j  and 
if  it  be  found  by  Experience,  that  our  prcfent  Method  of 
raifing  our  Taxes  is  more  burthenfome  upon  our  Trade,  and 
more  inconvenient  and  expenfive  to  the  Merchant,  than  the 
raifing  them  by  way  of  Excife  would  be,  I  fee  no  manner 
of  Reafon  why  we  fhould  be  frighten 'd  by  thefe  two  Words, 
General  Excife^  from  clianging  the  Method  of  raifmg  the 
Taxes  we  now  pay,  and  choofing  that  Method  which  is 
moll:  convenient  for  the  trading  Fart  of  the  Nation.  The 
laying  of  an  Excife  upon  one  Commodity,  or  upon  one  Sort  of 
Provifions,  can  no  more  be  a  Precedent  for  a  General  Excife, 
than  my  giving  a  poor  Man  half  a  Crown,  can  be  a  Prece- 
dent for  my  giving  him  my  whole  Eftate.  We  find  that  the 
Method  of  raifmg  Taxes  by  way  of  Excife,  is  not  abfo- 
lutely  inconfiftent  with  Liberty ;  we  find  it  is  the  Method  by 
which  moft  of  the  Taxes  are  raifed  in  Holland ;  and  their 
Method  is  reckoned  much  more  preferable  to  ours,  by  all 
thofe  who  underftand  any  Thing  of  Trade ;  yet  no  Man 
can  fay  but  that  the  Dutch  are  a  free  People,  and  are  as 
jealous  of  their  Liberties  as  any  People  ought  in  Reafon 
to  be. 

*  There  are  at  prefent  no  Thoughts  of  converting  any 
Duty  into  an  Excife  ;  but  if  all  or  moll  Part  of  our  Cuftoms 
were  converted  into  Excifes,  I  am  perfuaded  it  would  be  be- 
neficial to  our  Commerce  in  general,  and  there  is  no  great 
Fear  of  its  adding  fo  much  to  the  Civil  Lilt ;  for  notwith- 
ftanding  tiie  great  Clamours  that  have  been  raifed  upon 
that  Head,  it  appears,  that  from  his  Majeily's  Acceffion,  to 
the  Year  1731,  even  including  the  Sum  of  115,0001.  graft- 
ed by  Parliament  to  make  up  the  Deficiency  of  the  Civil- 
Lift  Revenue,  [^See  p.  48.]  the  Produce  of  all  thofe  J^uties 
appropriated  to  the  Civil-Lilt,  Lis  not  in  the  whole  amounted 
to  800,000 1.  per  Annutn  which  is  the  Sum  that  has  been 
judged  by  Parliament  to  be  necefiary  for  fupporting  the 
Charge  of  his  Majefty's  Civil-Lift  ;  fo  that  if  by  ln&  Me- 
thod of  Excife  thefe  Diities  ftiould  produce  a  little  more, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  they  c'i\  produce  a  great 
deal  more,  they  will  only  make  up  that  Sum  which  the  Par- 
liament have  thought  themfelves  obliged  in  J  uftice  to  make 
good  to  his  Majefty. 

'  I  muft,  fay,  Sir,  I  am  furprized  at  the   Propofal  that  has 

been  made  for  laying   this  whole  Tax   upon  Salt   made  in 

Scotland  ;   I  am  perfuaded   tlie  Gentlemen  are  not  feiicus  in 

what  they  propofed  i  I  reckon  it  was  made  only  to  divert 
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the  Principal  Queftion,  and  to  oblige  the  Gentlemen  of  that 
Country  to  be  againft  it,  not  becaufe  they  difapprove  of  it 
in  the  main,  but  for  fear  their  Country  fhould  be,  by  an 
After- Refolution,  charged  with  a  Duty  which,  by  the  Articles 
of  the  Union,  they  are  declared  free  from  for  ever.  The 
Salt- Duty,  now  propofed  to  be  revived,  was  granted  at  two 
feveral  Times ;  one  was  for  but  i  s.  per  Bufhel,  the  other  was 
for  2  s,  4  d.  per  Bufhel.  At  the  Time  of  making  the  Union, 
the  Scots  CommiiTioners  were  willing  that  their  Country 
Ihould  after  a  certain  Term  of  Years  be  fubjeft  to  the  i  s. 
per  Bufliel ;  but  they  declared  that  their  People  could  not 
poflibly  afford  to  pay  the  additional  2  s.  and  4  d  j  and  there- 
fore they  infifled  upon  their  being  free  from  it  for  ever,  which 
on  our  Side  was  agreed  to.  The  Aft  of  the  9th  and  loth  of 
King  William  had  impofed  this  Duty  of  2  s.  and  4  d.  for 
ever,  and  therefore  that  Article  of  the  Union  relating  to  this 
Duty  upon  Salt  was  drawn  up  in  thefe  Terms :  *  That  the 

*  Scots  fhould  be  exempted,  for  feven  Years,  from  all  Duties 

*  whatever  on  home-made  Salt,  after  which  they  were  to  pay 

*  the  Duties  levied  in  England,  with  this  Exception,  and  in 

*  thefe  exprefs  Words,  "  That  Scotland  fhall,  after  the  faid 
*'  feven  Years,  remain  exempted  from  the  Duty  of  2  s.  4d. 
**  impofed  on  home-made  Salt,  by  an  Aft  made  in  England  in 
•'  the  9th  and  loth  Years  of  King  William  III.  of  England." 
Can  there  be  any  thing  more  exprefs  than  this  ?  By  the  Aft 
therein  mentioned,  the  Duty  was  exprefly  to  continue  to  be 
levied  in  England  for  ever.  Is  it  not  therefore  evident,  that 
by  the  Article  of  Union  referring  to  that  Aft,  the  Scots  are 
for  ever  to  be  free  from  that  Duty  ?  Sliall  we  be  fo  unjuft, 
(hall  we  be  fo  ungenerous,  as  to  make  ufe  of  a  down-right 
Quirk  in  Law  to  fubjeft  thofe  People  to  a  Duty,  which  by 
the  Agreement  between  us,  they  are  for  ever  to  be  free 
from?  This  was  the  exprefs  Stipulation  between  the  two 
Nations  at  the  Time  the  Union  was  made.  How  captious 
then  muft  it  be  to  fay,  that  the  Exemption  can  only  bear  a 
Relation  to  the  Duty  impofed  by  that  Aft,  and  cannot  be 
claimed  with  refpeft  to  the  fame  Duty  now  to  be  impofed  by 
a  new  Aft  ?  If  fuch  a  Pretence  were  to  be  admitted,  if  taking 
off  any  Duty  impofed  by  former  Afts,  under  which  the  Peo- 
ple of  Scotland  were  intitled  to  an  Exemption,  and  laying  on 
the  fame  Duty  again  by  a  new  Aft,  were  admitted  of  as  an 
Avoidance  of  their  Claim  of  Exemption,  of  what  Force  can 
any  fuch  Article  of  Agreement  be  ?  Have  we  it  not  in  our 
Power  at  this  rate  to  defeat  every  Exemption,  which  the  Scots 
are  intitled  to  by  the  Union  ?  For  it  is  but  repealing  that 
Aft  under  which  they  claim  an  Exemption,  and  then  in  a 
Year  or  two  afterwards  impofing  the  fame  Duty  by  a  new 
Aft.     Thus  the  Scots  might  be  at  once  fubjefted  to  thofe 
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Duties  which  they  are  not  able,  which  they  ought  not  to  Anno  t.  Geo.  i^ 
bear.     But  would  it  be  fair,  would  it  be  candid  in  us  to  make  ^     ,'— 1^ 
ufe  of  fuch  a  Subterfuge,   againft  a  Nation  that  has  trulled 
fo  much  to  our  Honour  ? 

*  This  Tax  cannot  therefore  be  faid  to  be  unequal,  bc- 
caufe  Scotland  does  not  pay  as  much  as  is  paid  in  England. 
The  People  in  that  Country  are  to  pay  as  much  as  they  ought 
to  pay,  and  as  much  as  we  can  in  Jullice  or  Equity  demand  ; 
nor  does  it  fignify  whether  the  Share  they  pay  be  fent  up 
here  or  not  :  They  have  an  equal  Right  to  be  protefted  and 
defended ;  the  protefting  and  defending  the  People  of  that 
Country  is  a  Part  of  the  Publick  Charge  :  It  is  a  Part  of  the 
National  Expence,  and  muft  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Publick 
Revenue  ;  and  the  applying  the  Money  raifed  in  that  Coun- 
try, towards  the  publick  Expence  in  that  Country,  is  the  fame 
as  if  it  were  fent  up  to  the  Exchequer  here.  We  ought  to  be 
the  more  careful  of  that  Part  of  the  Mand,  becaufe  we  have 
found  by  Experience,  that  there  can  be  no  Invafion  upon, 
nor  any  Commotion  among  the  People  in  that  Country,  but 
what  mull  foon  come  to  afFeft  ourfelves.  For  our  own  Sa- 
fety then  we  are  obliged  to  be  at  the  Charge  of  defending 
them,  and  confequently  it  can  be  no  Objeftion  againft  any 
Tax,  that  the  Produce  thereof  arifmg  in  Scotland  is  applied 
to  the  anfweringoffuch  a  Purpofe.  Nor  is  this  Tax  unisqual, 
becaufe  of  the  Lofs  that  the  Proprietors  of  Salt- Works  may 
fuftain,  for  none  of  their  Ellates  can  be  thereby  diminiihed. 
The  Tax  is  not  paid  by  the  Maker,  or  by  the  Seller,  but  by 
the  Confumer ;  and  the  Charge  comes  to  fuch  a  Trifle  upon. 
every  particular  Man,  that  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  any 
Man  will  confume  lefs  Salt  than  he  did  before  j  if  there  v/erc 
no  fuch  Tax,  no  Man  would  make  ufe  of  more  Salt  than 
he  had  occafion  for,  and  the  Tax  makes  fo  fmall  an  addi- 
tional Charge,  that  it  will  never  oblige  any  Man  to  make 
ufe  of  lefs. 

*  The  great  Charge  of  railing  this  Tax,  has  been  made 
ufe  of  as  a  weighty  Argument  againft  it ;  but  when  we  come 
to  make  a  Comparifon  between  this  and  the  Land-Tax,  the 
Difference  will  be  found  to  be  but  inconfiderable.  If  proper 
Allowances  are  made,  it  will  be  found  that  the  raifmg  of  this 
Tax  upon  Salt  will  not  coft  the  Government  above  2  2,000  L 
per  Annum.  The  Land  Tax  wc  know  cofts  the  Publick,  by 
Parliamentary  Allowance  and  other  necellary  Charges  of 
Management,  at  leaft  13,5001.  per  Annum  ;  befides  thi':., 
there  is  an  Office  kept  in  Com  million  on  purpofe  for  fupcr- 
intending  it,  which  colls  above  4000  1.  per  Amnan  more  ; 
fo  that  the  Land-Tax  rccili,-  cofts  tlic  Publick  about  i  8,000 1. 
per  Annu7?i.     Thus   the  Diff'crciice   beiwccn   the  Ch;u-ge  of 
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-Anno  5.  Geo.  u.  ralfing  the  Salt  Tax,  and  that  of  raifing  the  Land-Tax  appears 
atJafl;  to  be  but  4000 1.  per  Annum,  which  is  not  Half  a  Far- 
thing in  a  Year  to  every  Perfon  that  is  to  contribute  there- 
unto. Shall  we  then  for  the  Sake  of  f  iving  this  4000 1.  a 
Year  to  this  Nation  in  general,  or  this  Half-Farthing  to 
every  particular  Perfon  ;  fhall  we,  I  fay,  for  this  Reafon  con- 
tinue to  opprefs  the  Landed  Gentlemen,  contrary  to  all  E- 
quity  and  Juftice,  and  refufe  to  approve  of  a  Meafure  by 
which  they  are  to  be  relieved,  without  throwing  any  fenfible 
Charge  upon  any  one  Man  in  the  Nation  ?  If  the  Difference 
were  much  higher  than  what  it  is,  is  it  not  with  refpedl  to 
the  Nation  in  general  amply  repaid  by  this,  that  in  continu- 
ing the  Land-Tax  at  Two  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  the  Na- 
tion is  obliged  to  raife  the  whole  Sum  wanted  within  one 
Year  ?  whereas  if  the  Land-Tax  is  put  at  One  Shilling  in  the 
Pound,  and  the  Salt-Tax  laid  on  inllead  of  the  other  Shil- 
ling, the  Nation  has  three  Years  to  raife  that  Sum,  which 
otherways  is  to  be  raifed  in  one.  Ev^ery  Man  in  common 
Life,  would  rather  chufe  to  have  three  Years  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  a  Debt,  than  to  be  obliged  to  pay  it  in  one  :  Every 
Man  would  be  glad  to  pay  fomething  for  fuch  an  Indulgence, 
and  a  great  deal  more  in  Proportion,  than  the  Difference  of 
the  Charge  in  raifing  thofe  two  Taxes  can  ever  amount  to. 

'  The  great  Difference,  that  always  appeared  between  the 
grofs  and  nett  Produce  of  this  Duty,  has  been  made  ufe  of 
as  an  Argument  to  fhew  the  great  Charge  of  coUedtmg  this 
Revenue,  and  to  convince  us  that  there  was  always  a  great 
deal  more  raifed  from  the  People,  than  ever  came  to  the 
Benefit  of  the  Publick  ;  bat  this  Argument  will  quite  vanifh 
when  the  Matter  is  fet  in  a  clear  Light  j  it  will  then  appear, 
that  thofe  Gentlemen  are  in  a  very  great  Miilake  :  They 
have  always  c;Jled  that  the  grofs  Produce,  which  never  was 
any  thing  but  the  grofs  Charge  ;  tliefe  are  two  Things  of  a 
very  different  Nature,  and  therefore  they  never  ought  to  be 
confounded  by  thofe,  who  have  a  mind  to  form  a  right  Judg- 
ment about  any  ErancJi  of  the  Revenue.  We  know  that 
V\'hile  this  Duty  was  fubfifting,  the  grofs  Charge  was  gene- 
rally reckoned,  Cotnmnnibus  Jnnis,  at  about  470,000 1.  per 
Annutn,  but  then  there  were  a  great  many  Articles  charged 
to  this  Branch,  which  never  were  really  produced  or  paid 
to  it,  and  confequently  they  never  can  be  reckoned  any  Part 
of  its  grofs  Produce.  I  fliall  take  Notice  of  the  moil  con- 
fiderable  of  thofe  Articles,  which  were  charged  and  brought 
to  the  general  Account  of  this  Branch,  without  ever  being 
produced  or  paid  by  any  one  Perfon,  and  therefore  it  is  cer- 
tain that  they  never  could  be  looked  on  as  a  Charge  or  Bur- 
then upon  the  Subjects  of  this  Nation. 
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*  In  former  Times,   while  this  Duty  was  fubfifting,  we  Anno  j. 
know  that  all  Salt  was  charged  with    Duties  when  fold  and  ''' 

delivered  from  tlie  Works,  andconfcquently  from  that  Inftant 
it  became  an  Article  of  the  grois  Charge  of  this  Revenue; 
but  then  whatever  Salt  was  bought  by  any  Perfon  w.io  had  a 
mind  to  export  the  fame,  he  paid  no  Money  for  the  Duties 
then  charged  upon  the  Salt  he  had  bought,  but  entered  into 
a  Bond  to  pay  the  Duty,  which  Bond  was  cancelled  upon  a 
Debenture  made  out,  certifying  the  Salt  to  have  been  export- 
ed. From  hence  it  appears,  that  for  all  the  Suit  that  ever 
was  exported,  there  never  was  One  Farthing  of  Money  ac- 
tually paid  by  the  Subjed;  ;  and  by  the  Books  it  appears, 
that  this  one  Article  alone  at  a  Medium,  amounted  to 
1 20,000  l./^r  Annum.  As  no  Part  of  this  Sum  was  ever 
produced  or  paid  by  any  Perfon,  therefore  it  cannot  be  reck- 
on d  as  n  Part  of  the  grofs  Produce,  though  it  was  always 
reckoned  as  a  Part  of  th;  grofs  C'rirge. 

'  A  lother  confiderable  Aracle  arofe  from  what  was  al- 
lowed for  the  Fifliery  ;  for  Curers  of  Fifh  paid  no  Duty, 
neither  did  rhey  give  Bonds  for  what  Salt  they  ufed  in  cu- 
ring of  Fiih  ;  but  the  Quantities,  which  they  took  up  for 
thac  purpafe,  '/ere  ad  eniered  in  the  Accounts  of  the  Office, 
as  a  Part  of  the  grofs  Chargr  of  this  Duty,  and  were  all  dif- 
charged  upon  due  P  oof  given,  that  the  Salt  had  been  ufed 
in  curii  g  ')f  Fifli  ;  and  this  Article  amounted  at  a  Medium 
to  5  1 ,000 1.  per  Annum,  which  is  likewife  to  be  dedutted  from 
the  grofs  Charge. 

'  Kock-Salt  was  charged  with  the  Duty  at  the  Pits,  and 
a  great  deal  of  this  Rock-Salt  was  afterwards  melted  down, 
and  made  into  White  Salt,  which  was  alfo  charged  with  the 
Duty,  and  both  thefe  Duties  were  charged  in  the  Accounts 
of  the  Office  ;  but  the  Refiner  or  Maker  had  an  Allowance 
for  fo  many  Bufhels  of  Rock-Salt,  for  which  the  Duty  had 
been  charged,  as  he  had  melted  down  and  made  ufe  of  in 
making  White  Salt.  This  Article  generally  amounted  to 
about  36,0001.  per  Annum,  and  is  to  be  dedaited  from  the 
grofs  Charge. 

*  It  is  well  known  that  the  whole  Sums,  payable  for  Duties, 
were  always  charged  in  the  Books  of  the  Office  ;  and  yet 
there  v/as  always  a  Difcount  for  Prompt-Payment  allowed, 
which  amounted  to  about  20,000  1.  yearly  ;  and  befides  this, 
thf-re  was  another  Allowance  for  Walle  on  Salt  carried  Coaft- 
wife,  which  one  Year  with  another  came  to  1 1,000  1.  per 
Annum.  There  was  likewife  an  Allowance  for  Salt  loft  at 
Sea,  and  an  Allowance  or  a  Drawback  upon  Salt- Beef  and 
Fork  exported,  both  which  amounted  to  1650/.  per  Annum, 
All  thefe  Sums  added  together  amounted  to  239,650  /.  and 
as  they  never  were  raifed  upon  the  Subjed,  or  if  raifed  were 

iil  w  ays 


Ceo.  U. 


(    i84    ) 

always  returned,  therefore  they  niuft  all  be  deduced  from  the 
Grofs  Charge,  and  the  remaining  Sum  only,  being  230,350!. 
is  to  be  reckoned  the  Grofs  Produce.  From  which  if  we  de- 
duft  the  Charges  of  Management,  viz.  25,000!.  there  re- 
mains 205,350  1.  which  is  the  Nett  Produce.  And  if  from 
this  we  deduft  the  Bounties  paid  annually  to  the  Exporters  of 
Filh,  and  which  muft  be  paid  whether  we  revive  this  Tax  or 
not,  thefe  Bounties  amounting  yearly  to  the  Sum  of  19,000  1. 
the  remaining  Sum  will  then  be  the  Nett  Sum  to  be  paid  intoi 
the  Exchequer,  viz.  186,350!.  on  the  Credit  of  which 
500,000  1.  is  now  propofed  to  be  raifed. 

*  By  this  fhort  Abftradt  of  the  Account,  it  will,  I  think. 
Sir,  moft  evidently  appear,  that  there  is  nothing  in  that 
Argument  fo  much  infilled  on,  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
more  railed  upon  the  People  tlian  ever  can  come  to  the 
Benefit  of  the  Publlck.  There  is  no  evading  of  Fafts,  and 
upon  the  moft  exad  Examination  of  them  it  appears,  that 
every  Shilling  that  is  aftually  raifed  from  the  People,  comes 
to  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick,  except  this  Sum  of  25,000!.  per 
Amium,  allowed  for  the  Management  of  this  Revenue.  And 
even  this  25,000!.  is  all  to  be  given  to  our  own  People  ; 
many  Families  may  be  thereby  maintained  who  would  other- 
wife  be  a  Burthen  upon  their  Country  ;  and  thus  the  greateft 
part  even  of  that  Sum  will  come  to  be  ufefu!  to  the  Nation 
in  general,  and  may  therefore  be  properly  faid  to  come  to 
the  Benefit  of  the  Publick. 

'  Great  Complaints  have  been  made,  and  a  great  Clamour 
raifed,  that  this  Tax  will  always  give  great  Occafion  to 
Frauds  aqd  Perjuries.  I  am  perfuaded.  Sir,  that  no  Excife 
whatever  is  attended  with  fewer  Frauds  in  the  Management 
than  this  Tax  now  under  our  Confideration.  What  is  gene- 
rally prefumed  to  give  Occafion  to  Frauds  and  Perjuries  in 
all  Methods  of  Taxation,  is,  when  great  Sums  of  Money  are 
to  be  paid  by  the  Subjeft,  and  returned  to  them  again  upon 
certain  Events.  Let  any  Man  hut  examine  the  Articles  of 
the  Grofs  Charge  of  this  Revenue,  he  will  find,  that  there  is 
no  Money  paid  and  returned.  In  all  thofe  Articles  by  whicli 
the  Grofs  Amount  is  made  to  exceed  the  Grofs  Produce,  the 
Accounts  of  the  Ofiice  are  carried  on  by  way  of  Debtor  and 
Creditor  ;  there  is  hardly  ever  any  Money  paid  by  the  Sub- 
jed,  that  is  to  be  returned  either  to  him  or  to  any  other  upon 
any  Event  whatfoever  ;  we  muft  therefore  conclude,  that  in 
the  Method  by  which  this  Tax  was  formerly,  and  is  now 
pgain  propofed  to  be  raifed,  there  can  be  nothing  to  tempt 
the  Avarice,  or  to  encourage  the  Frauds  of  Knavifh  Dealers. 

'  I  fhall  now,  Sir,  examine  fome  of  thofe  particular  Ob-' 
jedlions  that  have  been  made  to  this  Tax.  The  only  one 
that  I  think  has  any  Appearance  of  Reafon  in  it;,  is.  That; 
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with  refpeft  to  the  Navigation  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  pre- 
tended that  it  will  be  a  greit  Burthen  upon  the  vidtualling  of 
our  Ships  :  But  unluckily  it  happens,  that  the  Navigation  of 
Great  Britain  never  flourilhed  more  than  it  did  under  the 
Payment  of  this  Tax.  In  a  Courfe  of  Five  and  Thirty  Years 
that  this  Tax  continued,  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  ever  our 
Shipping  or  our  Navigation  fuffered  in  the  leail:  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, there  is  not,  I  believe,  any  fuch  Term  in  all  our  Hif- 
tory,  in  which  the  Number  of  our  Seamen,  and  the  Number 
and  Tonnage  of  our  Ships  encreafed  fo  much  as  it  did  in 
that  Time.  This  is  of  itfelf  a  clear  Proof  that  this  Tax 
can  be  no  Difcouragement  to  our  Navigation.  But  in  Fa£l 
it  is  plain,  that  the  additional  Expence  occafioned  by  this 
I^uty  is  fuch  a  meer  Trifle,  that  it  never  can  be  any  Bur- 
then ;  by  Accounts  from  the  Viftualling-Office  it  appears, 
that  the  Charge  for  10,000  iVIen  in  the  Service  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Navy,  was  at  a  Medium  but  2,600  1.  per  Amiiwi  ex- 
traordinary Expence,  occafioned  by  the  Duty  on  Salt,  which 
is  no  more  than  five  Shillings  per  Man  ;  fo  that  if  we  reckon 
30,000  Men  employed  in  the  Navigation  carried  on  by  the 
Merchants  of  Great  Britain,  the  Duty  on  the  whole  Con- 
fumption  of  Salt  in  that  Service  will  not  exceed  7,800 1.  per 
Annum,  and  furely  no  Man  will  imagine  this  to  be  a  grievous 
and  an  infupportable  Load  upon  the  whole  Navigation  of 
Great  Britain.  But  thofe  that  know  any  Thing  of  the  Mer- 
chant Service  can  teftify,  that  Salt-Provifions  are  not  the 
only  Vidualling  made  ufe  of  in  that  Service.  Their  Ships 
are  often  in  feme  Port  or  another,  and  then  the  Sailors  live 
moftly  upon  frefh  Provifions ;  even  when  they  are  at  Sea, 
it  is  well  known  that  the  greateft  Part  of  their  Food  confifts 
of  dried  Fiih,  frefh  Filh  catched  at  Sea,  Flower,  Rico,  and 
other  fuch  Provifions.  Aboard  of  Merchant  Ships  they  never 
confume  near  fo  much  Salt-Provifions,  in  proportion  to  the 
Number  of  their  Hands,  as  they  do  aboard  any  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Ships  of  War.  And  our  Merchant-Ships  which  trade 
to  Ireland  or  to  the  Plantations,  generally  take  in  their 
Salt-Provifions  in  one  of  thofe  two  Places,  becaufe  of  the 
Cheapnefs  of  Meat  in  thofe  Countries ;  fo  that  the  Expence 
brought  upon  our  Navigation  by  this  Tax,  elpecially  in  the 
Merchant  Service,  will  at  lail  be  reduced  to  fuch  a  Trifle,  that 
it  will  become  altogether  infenfible.  And  as  to  the  Exporta- 
tion of  Salt-Provifions  this  Duty  can  never  be  any  Difcou- 
ri'gement  to  fuch  a  Trade,  becaufe  the  Exporters  are  allov,  ed 
a  Drawback  in  Lieu  of  the  Duty  they  have  paid. 

'  If  Salt  be  of  fo  great  a  Benefit  as  has  been  reprefented 
in  the  Manuring  of  Lands,  it  is  certain  that  foul  Salt  may 
do  as  well  for  that  Purrofe  as  any  other  Salt  wliatever, 
andany  Quantity  of  fuch  Salt  may  be  had  gratis  for  cairying 
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it  off  from  the  Pits  ;  no  Duty  was  ever  paid  or  charged  for 
fuch  Salt  ;  the  Perfon  who  took  it  *iway  to  manure  his  Land, 
having  an  Officer  with  him,  was  always  intitled  to  ufe  it 
Duty  free  ;  if  the  Tax  be  revived  it  will  ilill  be  the  fame, 
and  confequently  the  Duty  can  never  be  a  Hindrance  to  the 
Improvement  of  our  Lands,  fince  the  only  Salt  that  is  proper 
for  that  Purpofe  is  always  to  be  had  Duty-free.  And  as  to 
the  Farmers  and  (jraziers  of  Great  Britain,  this  Duty  can 
never  be  any  great  Charge  upon  them  ;  whatever  Salt  they 
ufe  in  making  up  any  Goods  for  the  Market,  is  paid  for  at 
the  Market  by  the  Buyer,  and  fo  comes  at  laft  to  fall  where 
all  Duties  ought  to  fall,  upon  the  Confumer.  In  their  own 
Families  there  is  but  very  little  Salt  confumed,  and  therefore 
the  Duty  cannot  fall  heavily  upon  them.  If  upon  Computa- 
tion it  be  found,  that  the  Duty  colb  bat  Five  Shillings  a 
Head  at  Sea,  it  cannot  coft  above  half  that  Sum  at  Land, 
even  if  we  were  to  fuppofe  that  there  are  as  much  Salt-Pro- 
viiions  made  Ufe  of  at  Land  as  at  Sea;becaufe  we  know  that 
there  is  not  half  the  Quantity  of  Salt  made  ufe  of  in  curing 
Provifions  for  the  Land,  as  in  curing  Provifions  for  the  Sea- 
Service  :  But  we  know  that  for  more  than  half  the  Year, 
the  Country  People  live  entirely  upon  the  Produce  of  the 
Dairy  and  the  Garden,  and  even  for  the  other  Half  of  the 
Year,  they  live  more  upon  Cabbage,  Roots,  and  fuch  Things, 
than  upon  Salt  Meat,  confequently  we  cannot  reckon  that  this 
Duty  will  ftand  the  Farmer  in  above  one  Shilling  a  Head 
for  thofe  Pcrfons  that  live  in  his  Family.  It  is  indeed  im- 
poffible  that  it  can  coll  fo  much  ;  wc  may  modeftly  reckon 
that  the  whole  People  of  England  amount  to  at  leaft  Eight 
Millions  of  Perfons  ;  every  one  ofwliom  contributes  his 
Share  to  this  Duty;  if  then.  Sir,  the  Sum  raifed  which  is 
230,350  1.  be  diftributed  among  Eight  Millions  of  Perfon?, 
it  will  not  amount  to  7  d.  a  Man  ;  and  if  from  thence 
we  dedudl  the  1 9,000  1.  which  the  People  of  England  are 
obliged  to  pay,  whether  this  Tax  be  revived  or  not,  we  mull 
conclude  that  no  Perfon  in  England  contributes  more  than 
6  d.  thereto,  for  his  own  peribnal  Confumption.  He  that 
keeps  a  great  many  Perfons  in  hio  Family,  nuift  indeed  pay 
for  each  of  them,  but  whoever  does  fo  mult  either  have  a 
good  Ellatc  or  a  good  Trade,  and  confequently  may  very 
well  afford  to  pay ;  and  this.  Sir,  is  the  Excellency  of  the 
Salt-Tax,  that  every  Man  is  thereby  obliged  to  contribute  to 
the  Publick  Charge,  according  to  his  Condition  in  Life.  For 
I  think  no  Man  will  fay  but  that  he  who  has  a  good  Trade, 
or  a  great  deal  of  Money  out  at  Interell,  ought  to  contribute 
as  much  to  the  Defence  of  Property,  as  he  that  has  a  Land- 
Eftate  that  brings  in  no  greater  Yearly  Revenue. 

*  I  hope.  Sir,   I  have  now  made   it  appear  to    the   Cou- 


(     187     ) 
viAion  of  every  Man  that  hears  me,  that  the  Salt- Duty  is  no    Anno  5.  Geo.  ». 
Burthen  upon  the  People  of  England,  or  upon  any  Part  of  \       -  -^ 
them  ;  that  it  can  be  no   Hindrance  to  the  Improvement  of 
our  Land  Eilates,  nor  any  Prejudice  to  our  Trade  or  Navi- 
gation ;    and  it  is,  I  may   lay,  ielf-evident,  that  it  is  a  more 
jull,  a  more  equal,  and    a   better  proportioned    Tax,   than 
any  that  is  raifed,  or  can  be  contrived  to  be   raifcd  upon  the 
People  of  this  Nation.   The  Land-Tax  upon   the  other  hand 
is  the  molt  unequal,  the  rnoil  grievous,  and  the  molb  oppref- 
iive  Tax   that  ever  was  railed  in  this  Country  ;  it  is  a  'lax 
which  never  ought  to    be  raifed    but  in  I'imes   of  the  moil: 
extreme  Neceflity.    The  bell:  Judges,  the    trueft   Patriots  in 
all  Countries,  have  been  of  Opinion,    that  of  all  Taxes,  that 
upon  immoveable  Goods,  that  upon  Lands  and  Houfes  ought 
to  be  the  laft  Refource.     In  fuch  a  Cafe  there  are  but   few 
of  the  People  that  contribute  to  the  Publick  Expence,  and 
even  among  thofe  few  there  will  always  be  a  great  Partiality 
as  to  the  Value  that  is  put  upon  Men  Eilates.     This  we  are 
very  fenfible  of  in  England  ;  there  are  fome  Landed  Gentle- 
men that  pay  a  Land-Tax  equal  to  the   full  Value  of  their 
Ellates,  while  others  do  not   pay  equal  to  a  third  Part  of  the 
real  Value  ;  and  generally  thofe  Gentlemen,   who  fuffer  moll 
by  this  Partiality,  are   thofe  whofe  Anceflors  were  a  Sort  of 
Knight-Errants  for  the  Revolution.     They  gloried  in    that 
happy   Event,    they   thought    themfelves,  in    Honour    and 
Jullice,  obliged  to  pay  their  equal  Share  for  the  Support  of 
fo  glorious  a  Caufe,  in  proportion  to  the  real  Value  of  the 
Eflates  they  pofleffed  ;  and  therefore  they  gave  them  in  at 
the  full  Value.  This  was  Jullice,  this  was  a  laudable  Zeal  for 
the  Happinefs  of  the  Nation,  and  for  the  Liberties  and  Privi- 
leges of  the  People  ;  but  their  Pofterity  fufFer'd  feverely  for 
it  ;  and  as  they  always  will  be  the  greatelt  Sufferers  by  every 
Land-Tax,  ought  not  the  Merit  and  the  honell  Zeal  of  their 
Forefathers  to  plead  ftrongly  for  their  Relief,  at  leaft  with  all 
thofe  who  are  Friends  to  our  prefent  happy  Eilablifhment  ? 

*  To  pretend.  Sir,  that  the  taking  off  a  Shilling  in  the 
Pound  of  the  Land-Tax,  and  raifmg  the  Salt-Tax  in  the 
roum  thereof,  v.'ill  be  no  Eafe  to  moll,  or  to  any  of  the 
Landed  Gentlemen  in  England,  appears  to  me  to  be  real}'  a 
Sort  of  Paradox.  I  believe  there  are  few  Landed  Gentle- 
men in  England,  whofe  Ellates  do  not  amount  to  lool. 
per  Annum  ;  lam  fure  that  the  Landed  Gentlemen  of  fuch 
E/htes,  or  of  any  Land  Eftate  from  100  1.  to  1000  1.  iyer 
Annum,  are  the  greateil  Objedts  of  Compnflion,  and  defcrve 
moll  the  Confidcration  of  this  Houfe ;  becaufe  thole,  who 
have  lefs  than  1 00 1.  a  Year  in  Land,  arc  genti\.d]y  cither 
Farmers  or  Gmficrs,  or  have  fome  other  Buf.nefs  as  a  Help 
for  the  Support  of  their  Families.  A  Gentleman  then  of 
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Anno  5.  Geo.  11.  lool.  a  Year  in  I^and,  if  his  Eilate  be  rated  at  the  full  VSlue, 
faves  5  1.  a  Year  by  the  Abatement  of  i  s.  in  the  Land-Tax  : 
Let  us  fee  if  it  be  poflible  that  this  can  again  be  drawn  from 
him  by  tiie  Salt-Duty.  I  believe  it  will  eafily  be  granted  me, 
that  no  Man,  of  lool.  a  Year  and  no  more,  LandEftate, 
^vithout  any  other  Bufmefs  keeps  Sixteen  in  Family  ;  but  fup- 
pofmg  he  does,  yet  at  6  d.  a  Head  the  Salt-Duty  cannot 
amount  to  more  in  the  whole  three  Years  than  24.  s.  How 
then  is  it  poffible  to  pretend  that  this  is  not  a  Relief  to  fuch  a 
Gentleman  ?  To  pay  but  246.  in  three  Years,  and  at  a  thou- 
fand,  I  may  fay,  different  Payments,  is  furely  better,  and 
much  lefs  grievous,  than  to  be  obliged  to  pay  5  1.  in  one 
Year,  and  at  mod  at  two  Payments.  But  fuppofe  that  fuch 
a  Man's  Eftate  is  rated  at  the  loweft  Value,  that  any  Lands 
in  England  are  prefumed  to  be  rated  at ;  fuppofe  fuch  an 
Eftate  to  be  rated  but  at  one  third  of  the  full  Value,  yet  ftill 
by  an  Abatement  of  i  s.  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax,  he  faves 
above  33  s.  and  therefore  fuch  an  Abatement  muft  be  a  Re- 
lief even  to  fuch  a  Man,  of  at  leafl  9  s.  befides  the  Advan- 
tage he  has  of  having  a  much  longer  Time  to  pay  a  lefs  Sum. 
Thus  we  fee  that  what  is  now  propofed  muft  be  a  very  great 
Relief  to  thofe,  who  are  oppreffed  with  Mortgages  and  Rent- 
Charges,  and  muft  be  fome  Relief  to  every  Landed  Gentle- 
man in  the  Kingdom,  who  has  nothing  but  the  Rents  of  his 
Eftate  to  depend  upon,  for  the  Support  of  his  Family,  and 
providing  for  his   Children. 

'  If  there  were  any  Danger,  Sir,  that  the  reviving  of  this 
Tax  would  occafion  Murmurings  among  the  People,  I  fhould 
be  as  much  againft  it  as  any  Man  in  this  Houfe  ;  but  the 
Tax  is  in  its  o-.vn  Nature  fu  equal,  and  paid  by  fuch  a  vail 
Multitude  of  People,  and  at  fo  many  diirerent  Payments, 
that  it  becomes  quite  irifenfible  to  every  particular  Man.  We 
know  by  Experience,  that  during  the  long  Time  it  was  paid 
by  the  People,  it  never  occafioncd  the  leaft  Uneafmefs,  and 
we  find  that  the  RcmilTion  of  it  gave  no  Eafe  ;  it  occafioned 
no  Joy  among  the  People,  nor  were  there  any  good  Effects 
of  it  felt,  either  as  to  the  lowering  the  Price  of  Goods  or 
3'rovifions  at  Marker,  as  to  the  raifing  the  Value  of  Land's, 
or  as  to  the  reducing  the  Wages  commonly  given  to  Jour- 
r.eymen  and  Day-Labo;;rers.  Thofe  therefore  who  have  a 
Regard  to  the  Iiitereft  of  his  Majefty,  or  to  the  Eafe  and 
Quiet  of  the  Kingdom,  cannot  make  the  leaft  Scruple  in 
preferring  a  Tax  t]\at  is  felt  by  no  Man,  to  a  Tax  that  is 
infupportable  to  a  great  many  of  thofe  that  are  obliged  to 
contribute  thereto.  Such  a  Aieafure  cm  breed  no  new  Ene- 
mies to  our  prcfent  happy  ERablifliment,  but  muft  convert  a 
great  many  of  tlie  old,  and  infure  the  Afredions  of  the  moft 
confidcrabie  Part  of  Jiis  Majcfty's  Subject;. 
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*  In  this.  Sir,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other  Motions,  which 
I  have  ever  had  the  Honour  to  make  to  this  Houfe,  I  have 
always  afted  according  to  my  own  Judgment  for  tlie  Good  of 
my  Country,  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  have  no  Reafon  to  be 
afraid  of  the  Curfes  and  Imprecations  of  any  Man.  I  do 
not  think  it  altogether  Parliamentary  to  ufe  any  fuch  Ex- 
preflions  in  this  Houfe  ;  every  Man  ought  in  common  Chari- 
ty to  be  prefumed  to  aft  according  to  what  he  thinks  beft, 
and  mcfl  conducive  to  the  Intereit  and  Happinefs  of  his 
Country.  I  have  ahv.^ys  done  fo,  and  while  I  continue  to 
do  fo,  I  fliall  defpife  any  Outcries  that  may  be  groundlefly 
raifed  againll:  me,  or  againll  any  Meafure  I  propofe. 

•  To  conclude.  Sir,  the  only  Thing  I  had  in  View  was, 
to  propofe  what  I  thought  the  moft  eafy  and  the  moft  con- 
venient Method  of  relieving  the  Landed-Gentlemen,  in  Part 
at  leall  of  that  Tax  which  has  fo  long  lain  heavy  upon  them, 
and  upon  them  only  ;  I  am  convinced  that  every  Gentleman 
in  this  Houfe  v/ill  agree  with  me  m  this,  that  a  Land-Tax, 
even  of  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound  is  a  moft  grievous  Tax 
upor.  all  the  Landed-Gentlemen  in  the  Kingdom,  more  efpe- 
cially  upon  thofe,  whofe  Ellates  are  charged  with  heavy  Mort- 
gages or  large  Annuities ;  and  I  think  I  have  clearly  fhevvn, 
that  the  Duty  upon  Salt  is  no  way  inconfiltent  with  our  Con- 
Ilitution,  is  no  way  burthenfome  either  upon  our  Navi- 
gation or  our  Trade,  and  I  am  fure  it  cannot  with  any  Ap- 
pearance of  Reafon  be  faid  to  be  grievous  upon-  any  parti- 
cular Man,  or  upon  any  Set  of  Men  within  the  Dominions 
of  Great-Britain.  Let  us  then,  for  God's  Sake,  Gentler 
men,  have  fome  Confideration  for  the  Freeholders,  who  have 
fuffered  fo  much  for  many  Years ;  let  us  have  fome  Com- 
pailion  for  thcfe  Gentlemen,  whofe  Eftates  are  deeply  charged 
with  Mortgages  and  Annuities,  occafioned  by  the  heavy 
Land-Taxes  which  their  Forefathers  have  been  obliged  to 
pay.  It  is  but  reafonable  that  the  Creditor  fhould  contrit 
bute  to  the  publick  Expence  as  well  as  his  Debtor  ;  and  the 
moft  proper  Method  for  efteftuating  fo  juft  a  Defign  is,  in 
my  Opinion,  the  reviving  the  Duly  upon  Salt.  If  any  Gen- 
tleman c:in  propofe  a  better,  I  fhall  moft  heartily  join  with 
him,  and  whoever  thinks  he  cannot,  will,  I  hope,  agree  to 
what  I  have  propofed.' 

Then  Mr  Pulter.ey  replied  as  fcUov/s :  Mr  \v.  Pultener. 

Sir, 
*  From  what  his  Majefty  was  graciouHy  pleafed  to  tell  us 
from  tlie  Throne  at  the  Beginnmg  of  this  Seifion,  I  did  in- 
deed expecl,  I  believe  the  whole  People  of  England  with  me 
did  expedt,  that  we  were  to  receive  fome  Eafe  as  to  our 
Taxes ;  fome  real,  fome  effeftual  Eafe  was  expefted,  and 
was  with  Reafon  expeded,     How  are  thcfe  Exp'.-cUtions  of 
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Anno  y.  Ceo.  11.  the  poor  PcopIc  to  be  anfwer'd  ?  By  the  Propofition  now 
'7?'-?^  made,  a  Part,  by  much  the  greateft  Part  of  them,  are  to  bd 
fubjefted  to  a  new  Tax,  and  the  remaining  Part  are  to  be 
indeed  free  of  a  Part  of  an  old  Tax,  but  inftead  thereof 
they  are  to  pay  a  new  Tax,  which  will  be  equally  grievous 
to  mcril  of  them,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  is  grievous  to 
every  other  Perfon  in  the  Nation.  This,  Sir,  is  the  Relief 
that  the  People  of  England  are,  by  the  Propofition  now  made, 
to  meet  with  from  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  profound  Tranqui- 
lity both  Abroad  and  at  Home, 

*  Every  Gentleman  in   this  Houfe  muft  remember,  how 
this  Tax  upon  Salt  came  to  be  taken  off.     Only  two  Years 
ago  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  open  the  Seffion  with  a  moft 
gracious  Speech,  in  which  he  exprefTed  a  compafTionate  Con- 
cern for  the  Hardfhips  of  the  poor  Artificers  and  Manufac- 
turers ;   from  whence  we  muft  conclude,  that   his  Majelty's 
Opinion  then  was,  that  that  Sort  of  People  laboured  under 
the  greateft  Hardfhips,  and  were  the  firft  who  ought  to   be 
relieved.     The  Circumftances  of  the  Nation  are  not  much 
altered  fmce  that  Time ;  the  Landed  Gentlemen  are  not,  I 
hope,  grown  very   much   poorer,  or   iefs  able  to  bear  Bur- 
thens ;  the  poor  Artificers  and  Manufafturers,  are  not,  I  am 
fure,  grown  richer  ;  and  therefore  I  muft  think,  that  his  Ma- 
jeily  has  not  alter'd  his  Opinion,  whatever  feme  Gentlemen 
in  this  Houfe  may  have  done  :  It  is  certain  fome  of  them 
have,    becaufe   at    that    Time  there  was  not  fo  much  as 
onelVIan  in  this  Houfe,  that  differed  in  Opinion  from  his  Ma- 
jefty.    Every  Man  agreed  that  the  poor  Artificers   and   Ma- 
nufadiurers  were  the  firft,  who  ought  to  meet  with  Relief 
from  the  h^.ppy  Situation  of  our  Affairs ;  the  only  Difference 
was  as  to  the  Manner  of  giving  them   Relief,  and  even  that 
did  not  bear  a   Queftion  ;    this  Tax   upon  Salt  was  then 
thought  fo  grievous  upon  the  Trade,  the  Manufafture?,  and 
the  Poor  of  this  Nation,  that  it  was  given  up  even  by  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  who  has  now  made  the  Mo- 
tion for  revivmg  it.     I   wifli  he   had  given  us  fome  Reafon 
ior  his  being  now  of  a  different  Opinion,  from  what  he  was 
of  at  that  Time  ;  for  it  muft   proceed  from  fome  Fadt,  or 
from  fome  Circumftance   that  has  either  happened  fince  that 
Time,  or  is   foon   to  happen.     If  he  forefees  any  extraordi- 
nary Event,  I  wifh  he  had  been  fo  good  as  to  communicate 
it  J  for  my  own  p:;rt,  I  can  fee  none  that  can  poffibly  induce 
me  to  change  my  Opinion  ;    but  on  the  contrary,  I  forefee 
many  for  confirming  me   in   the  fame  Sentiments  I  was  then 
of;  and  which  I  think  ought  to  confirm  every  Man  who  con- 
Jiders  the   Confequences  of  Things,  and  has  a  ftronger  Re- 
r:ird  for  the  Liberties  of  his  Country,  and   the  Happinefs  of 
Poiteritv,  than  he  hui  lor  his  own  immediate  Intereft. 
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*  I  am  very  ready  to  believe,  that  every  Man  a£ls  from  Anno  5.  Geo.  11. 
the  jufteft  Motive,  and  from  a  fmcere  and  hearty  Regard  for  '  '^ 
the  Intereft  of  his  Country,  and  fcr  the  Happinefs  of  his 
Fellow-Subjefts ;  but  as  the  true  Motives  of  a  Man's  aSing 
or  fpeaking  cannot  be  with  any  Certainty  difcovered  by  ano- 
ther, therefore  we  are  to  regard  only  what  he  does  or  fays. 
A  Man  may  aft  honeftly,  may  argue  juftly  from  very  bad 
Motives  ;  and  on  the  other  Hand  we  know,  that  many  wrong 
Aftions  and  foolilh  Arguments  have  proceeded  from  Motives, 
that  were  in  themfelves  generous  and  good.  Let  us  then  in 
Charity  believe,  that  whoever  differs  from  us  is  in  a  Miftake, 
and  that  whoever  agrees  with  us,  afts  from  the  fame  good 
Motives  we  do  ourfelves  ;  then  we  fhall  examine  each 
other's  Arguments  with  Candour  ;  then  is  Truth  molt  likely 
to  prevail. 

*  Let  us  not  confound  the  Matter  in  Hand,  and  believe 
that  the  Queftion  now  before  us,  is,  whether  or  no  a  Relief 
ought  to  be  granted  to  the  Landed  Intereft  :  That  is  no  way 
at  prefent  the  Queftion  in  Debate.  By  the  Refolutions  of 
this  Houfe  upon  the  Supply,  there  is  500,0001.  to  be  raifed 
tor  the  Current  Service  of  the  Year  ;  the  raifing  of  this  Sum 
we  have  already  made  neceffary  j  our  Refolution  is  not  to 
be  recalled.  We  are  now  in  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  the  only  Queftion  before  us,  is,  whether  we  are 
to  raife  this  Sum  of  500,000  1.  by  laying  a  Shilling  upon 
Land,  or  by  reviving  the  Duty  upon  Salt.  Neither  of  them 
can  be  a  Relief  to  the  Landed  Grentlemen  ;  upon  the  contra- 
ry both  muft  be  burthenfome  to  them.  But  the  one  or  the 
other  we  have  made  neceftary,  and  therefore  the  only  Que- 
ftion now  before  us  is,  by  vvhidi  of  thefe  Ways  we  ftiall 
raife  this  500,000  1. 

*  This  being  then  the  true  State  of  the  Queftion,  we  are 
to  confider  which  of  thefe  Methods  will  be  moft  convenient 
for  the  Nation  in  general,  and  that  we  are  to  choofe  without 
any  Refpeft  to  who  is,  or  who  is  not  to  contribute  thereto  ; 
for  we  are  never  to  do  any  Injusy  to  our  Country  for  the 
fake  of  any  private  Man,  or  of  any  particular  Set  of  Men. 
The  Thoughts  of  raifing  a  General  Excife,  I  hud,  have  been 
difclaimed  by  every  Gentleman,  who  has  fpoke  in  this  De- 
bate ;  I  hope  this  Nation  will  never  be  in  fuch  flavifli  Cir- 
cumftances,  as  that  any  Man  dare  openly  avow  fuch  a  De- 
fign  ;  but  I  wifli  that  every  Gentleman  that  has  talked  upon 
this  Subjeft,  had  explained  to  us  what  he  meant  by  a  Gene- 
ral Excife  ;  for  if  any  Gentleman  thereby  means,  that  the 
People  are  to  pay  Excifes  upon  every  Thing  they  ufe  either 
for  Food  or  Raiment,  he  will  find  that  there  is,  no  fuch 
General  Excife  in  the  moft  arbitrary,  the  moft  flaviih  Coun- 
try upon  Earth.     I    b-.iitvs  there  is   no   Country  under  the 
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Sun,  where  the  People  pay  an  Excife  for  the  Water  they 
drink,  and  yet  in  lome  Countries  it  will  be  allowed  that 
there  are  fuch  Things  as  General  Excifes.  1  therefore  take  it, 
that  the  proper  Meaning  of  a  General  Excife  relates  not  to 
the  Things  upon  which  it  is  raifed,  but  to  the  Perfons  from 
whom  ;  and  every  Excife  is  a  General  Excife,  if  the  whole 
Body  of  the  People,  the  Poor,  the  Needy,  the  moll  Wretch- 
ed, are  obliged  to  contribute  thereto.  If  this  be  the  Mean- 
ing of  a  General  Excife,  the  Excife  now  propofed  to  be  raif- 
ed upon  the  People  of  this  Nation,  is  as  General  as  any  one 
that  can  be,  or  ever  was  invented  under  the  molt  abfolute 
Tyranny.  And  if  this  be  granted,  and  tamely  fubmitted  to 
by  the  People,  it  may  be  an  Encouragement  to  ambitious 
and  wicked  Minifters  in  future  Times,  to  proceed  a  Step 
farther,  and  lay  another  Excife  upon  fome  other  Commo- 
dity ufed  by  the  Generality  of  the  People  ;  that  again  will 
give  Encouragement  to  a  third  Attempt,  and  fo  on,  till  at 
laft  the  People  of  this  Country  be  fubjedled,  as  well  as 
fome  of  our  Neiglibours,  to  a  General  Excife  in  the  moll 
extenfive  Senfe  ;  that  is,  an  Excife  upon  every  Perfon,  and 
upon  almoft  every  'I'hing,  that  can  be  converted  to  the  Ufe 
of  .Man. 

'  Such  a  General  Excife  was  never  eftablifh'd  at  once  ia 
any  Country,  it  has  every  where  been  introduced  by  De- 
grees ;  and  in  all  the  Countries  where  fuch  an  Excife  has 
been  eltablifhed,  we  may  generally  obferve,  that  the  firll 
Step  made  towards  it  was,  the  introducing  this  very  Excife 
now  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  the  People  of  this  Nation. 
When  we  were  involved  in  a  heavy  and  expenfive  War, 
when  we  were  fighting  for  every  Thing  that  was  near  and 
dear  to  us,  vv'hen  our  Land  Tax  was  at  four  Shillings  in  the 
Pound,  when  every  Thing  we  could  think  of  was  loaded 
vvith  Duties  and  Cuiloms,  it  was  then  a  Sortof  Neceffity  upon 
us  to  fubmit  to  fuch  an  Excife;  but  if  we  agree  to  i' now, 
during  a  Time  of  profound  Peace,  and  when  no  Neceflity 
calls  for  our  Submiffion,  will  it  not  then  be  a  Precedent  for 
every  Excife  that  in  future  Times  may  or  can  be  invented  ? 
And  a  few  more  Ex9ifes  v/ould,  I  fear,  render  our  Liberties 
precariou:^  and  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Good- Will  and 
Pleafurc  of  thofe,  v.ho  fhall  happen  to  be  intrufted  with  the 
chief  Power  of  coUecTting  the  Publick  Revenue.  The  giving 
a  Man  half  a  Crown  is  indeed  no  Precedent  for  my  giving 
him  my  whole  Eiiate  ;  but  if  I  repeat  my  Generofity  too 
often,  and  continue  it  too  long,  I  may  happen  to  put  it  in  his 
Pov.er  to  take  the  Refidue  from  me,  whether  I  will  or  no, 
and  in  fuch  Cafe,  I  am  afraid,  it  would  be  too  late  to  alledge, 
that  tlie  one  is  no  Precedent  for  the  other  ;  for  if  by  my 
Simplicity  I  reduce  myfflf  to  iach  Circumilances,  I  mull  fub- 
mit 
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mit  to  whatever  he  mAy  be  pleafed  to  call  a  good  Precedent.  *""*"  ?•  ^'°-  ^' 
I  hope  no  Projeft  will  ever  be  fet  on  Foot,  for  converting  any 
of  our  prefent  Taxes  or  Cuftoms  jnto  Excifes ;  but  if  ever 
fuch  a  Projedl  be  fet  on  Foot,  I  Ihall  then,  I  believe,  be  able 
to  fhew,  that  no  Dutch  Cuftom  can  in  that  Refpeft  be  a 
good  Rule  for  us.  The  Nature  of  their  Government,  the 
Situation  and  Condition  of  their  Country,  and  the  Nature 
of  the  Commerce  carr)''d  on  by  them,  is  fo  vallly  different 
from  ours,  that  what  may  be  fafe  and  eafy  in  one  Country, 
may  be  grievous  to  the  People,  and  inconhilent  with  the 
Liberties  of  the  other. 

*  I  am  very  far  from  thinking,  that  four  or  five  hundred 
Officers  at  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown,  can  at  any  Time  be 
of  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Freedom  of  Eleftions,  or  to 
the  Liberties  of  the  People  ;  but  I  cannot  be  perfuaded,  that 
I  think  meanly  of  my  Country,  when  I  declare  that  I 
am  jealous  of  fuch  a  Number  as  feven  or  eight  hundred, 
added  to  a  vaft  Multitude  of  Tax-Gatherers  we  had  before 
among  us.  When  the  Balance  of  Power  comes  near  to  its 
juft  Equilibrium,  a  fmall  Weight  thrown  into  either  Scale 
overfets  the  Ballance,  and  the  Equilibrium  can  never  be  re- 
eftablifhed  without  a  great  de.il  of  Danger  and  Trouble.  It 
is  certain,  that  a  Multitude  of  Officers  at  the  Beck  of  an  Ad- 
minillration,  and  fpread  over  all  the  Counties,  Cities,  and 
Boroughs  of  the  Kingdom,  may  have  a  vaft  Influence  at  all 
Eledlions ;  and  if  ever  they  fhould  happen  to  receive  Orders 
for  that  Purpofe,  we  may  judge  what  Ufe  they  will  make  of 
the  Influence  they  may  have  :  I  believe  it  will  be  generally 
agreed,  that  if  ever  we  Ihould  have  an  Adminiftration  wicked 
enough  to  make  Ufe  of  fuch  an  Ir.flaence,  it  will  not  be  con- 
verted tov/ards  the  Prefervation  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple. The  Character  of  thofe  great  Patriots,  who  firft  con- 
trived this  Duty,  was  no  Argument  for  the  Continuance  of 
it,  much  lefsis  it  an  Argument  for  the  Reviving  it.  They 
did  not  cut  of  Wautonnefs  contrive  fuch  a  Duty  ;  they  were 
conlbain'd  by  a  fatal  Neceffity,  to  lay  it  upon  the  Nation  at 
that  Time.  They  made  no  bad  Ufe  of  it,  but  we  are  not 
from  thence  to  infer,  that  no  bad  Ufe  will  ever  be  made  of 
it  :  From  our  own  Hillory  we  may  be  inform'd,  that  a  very 
bad  Ufe  has  been  made  of  feveral  Things,  which  for  many 
Years  after  the  firft  Inftitation  had  never  been  converted  to 
any  unlawful  Purpofes.  Wherever  there  is  any  fuch  Danger 
to  be  fear'd,  we  ought  not  willingly,  we  ought  not  prefump- 
tuoufly  to  expofe  ourfclves  thereunto.  Sucii  Evils  may  be 
eafily  avoided,  but  are  not  tafily  removed.  One  of  the  chief 
Reafons  urged  for  the  abolifliing  of  this  Duty,  was,  the 
Number  of  Officers  employed  in  the  colleftiiig  thereof,  fuch  a 
Number  of  Officers  was  then  faid  to  be  inconfiitent  with  the 
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Anno  s.  Geo.  II.  Liberties  of  a  free  People.  This  Argument  was  then  made 
ufe  of,  and  was  then  admitted  to  be  a  good  Argument; 
how  it  comes  now  t(»  be  fuch  a  trifling  one,  I  cannot  ap- 
prehend. But  if  it  is  not  now  admitted  as  a  fufficient  Ar- 
gument againft  the  reviving  of  this  Duty  for  three  Years, 
I  much  fufpeft,  that  at  the  End  of  this  Term  of  three 
Years,  neither  this  Argument,  nor  any  other,  will  have 
Weight  enough  to  prevent  the  continuing  of  it  for  a  much 
longer  Term. 

•  I  muft  fay,  Sir,  that  I  am  aftonifli'd  to  hear  any  Man 
who  has  ever  read  the  Articles  of  Union,  or  is  in  the  lealt  ac- 
quainted with  the  Tranfacflions  of  thofe  Times,  pretend  that 
the  People  of  Scotland  are  any  way  intitled  to  an  Exemption 
from  the  Salt-Duty,  or  from  any  Part  of  it,  when  it  is  to  be 
laid  on  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year.  It  is  very  well 
known,  that  it  was  laid  down  by  the  CommiiTioners  of  both 
Kingdoms,  as  the  Bafis  and  Foundation  of  the  Union,  '  That 

*  there  fhall  be  an  Equality  of  Excifes,  Cuftoms,  and  all  other 

*  Taxes  throughout  the  united  Kingdoms.'  There  was  at  that 
Time  no  Thought  of  eftiibiifnir.g  any  Proportion  to  be  raifed 
in  Scotland,  with  Refpect  to  any  Tax  or  E\cife  then  raifed, 
or  thereafter  to  be  raifed  in  England,  e>;cept  only  as  to  the 
Land-Tax.  There  was  before  the  Union  a  Land-Tax  raif- 
ed in  Scotland  as  well  as  in  England  ;  bur  in  the  two  King- 
doms it  Vv'as  raifed  in  a  different  Manner.  In  Scotland  it  was 
laid  on,  and  levy'd  b)'  way  of  fo  many  Months  AfTefFments: 
III  England  it  was  laid  on  and  levyM  by  way  of  fo  many 
Shillings  in  the  Pound  ;  and  therefoie  it  became  neceffary  to 
confider  the  Proportion  between  a  Month's  AfTelTment  in 
Scotland,  and  a  Shilling  in  the  PornJ  in  Ei^ghnd  ;  and  the 
Proportion  was  eflablifh'd  at  the  Rate  of  two  Months  Affefi"- 
ment  in  Scotland,  for  every  Shi;l;ng  in  the  Pound,  that  was 
thereafter  to  be  raifed  in  England.  Thus  the  Settling  a  Pro- 
portion as  to  this  Tax  was  necefi^.ry  ;  but  as  to  the  other 
Taxes,  efpecially  the  Tax  upon  Salt,  there  was  no  fuch  Ne- 
cellity,  and   therefore  it   was  never  fo  much  as   thought  of. 

*  But,  Sir,  many  of  the  Taxes  then  levied  in  England,  being 
mortg.'^ged  for  the  Payment  of  Debts  contracted  by  England, 
before  the  Union  ;  it  was  therefore  agreed,  that  the  Scots 
fiiould  either  be  free  from  the  Payment  of  fuch  Taxes,  or 
fhould  have  an  Equivalent  for  that  Part  of  the  Debts  of  Eng- 
land, which  they  were  to  pay,  by  their  being  made  fubjedl 
to  any  Taxes  fo  pre-engaged  :  And  this  Tax  of  2  s.  ^d.  on 
home-made  Salt,  was  one  of  thofe  Taxes  th:it  was  mortgaged 
for  the  Payment  of  a  Part  of  the  Debts  of  England,  there- 
fore the  Scots  were  to  be  free  from  it,  or  to  have  an  Equi- 
valent for  it :  And  the  Scots  CommiiTioners  at  that  Time 
moft  reafonably judged  this  Tax  to  be  fo  giievous  upon  the 
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People,  that  they  chofe  rather  that  their  Country  fliould  be   Anno  y.  r??o.  ii, 
free  from  it,  than  to  take  an  Equivalent  and  be  liable  to  it.  ^    ,'— ^-tl 
Even  by    the    Coniaiijiioners  for  both  Kingdoms,  this  Tax 
was  then  thought  to  be  fuch  a  grievous  Tax,  that  it  was  pre- 
fumed  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain   would  certainly  take 
it  off,  and  fubilitute  fome  more  reafonable  Tax  in  its  Room  ; 
in  which  Cafe,  Scotland  was  to  be  iubjecl  to  liich  Tax  (o  to 
be  fubllituted  ;  but  it  was  llipulated  and  agreed,  that  in  fuch 
Cafe,  they  fhould  have  an  Equivalent  proportion'd   to  this 
new  Tax,  to  which  they  were  to  become    fubjeft  ;  from  all 
which  it  evidently  appears,   that  the  only  Reafon  for  their 
having  been  declared  free  froin  the  Payment  of  this  2  s.  4  d. 
upon  Salt  was,  becaufe  it  had  been  mortgaged  for   the  Pay- 
ment of  a  Debt  contrafted  in  England  before  the  Union,  and 
not  comprehended  in  the  Account  of  thofe  Debts  v/hich  Scot- 
land was  to  pay  a  Part  of,  fo  that  they  received  no   Equiva- 
lent for   it :  But  tho'  this    Duty  had   never  been  abolifhed, 
yet  in  cafe  the  Debt  for  which  it  was  mortgaged  had  been 
paid  by  us,  or  otherwife  provided  for  by  a  new  Tax,  and 
this  Tax  of  2  s.  4d.   upon  Salt  continued,    and  converted 
either  to  the  current  Service  of  the   Year,  or  to  the  Payment 
of  a  Debt  contrafted  fince  the    Union,  Scotland  could  not 
furely  pretend  to   an   Exemption,  either  from  the  new  Tax, 
or  from  the  Payment  of  this  2  s.  4d.  upon   Salt,    after  its 
being  fo  converted  ;  the  moll  that  they  could  in  fuch  Cafe 
Tiave  pretended    to,  would  have  been  an  Equivalent  for  the 
new  Tax  they  had  thereby  become  fubjeft  to. 

'  Tis  true.  Sir,  that  Ad  of  the  9th  and  loth  of  King 
William,  by  which  this  Duty  of  2  s.  4d.  upon  Salt  was 
eftabliflied ,  lias  tirat  terrible  V/ord  For  e-i>er  in  the  Body  of 
it.  It  is  indeed  a  terrible  V/ord,  when  it  is  annexed  to  iuch 
a  grievous  Tax.  it  is  a  Word  that  I  am  forry  my  Country 
has  fo  much  reafon  to  be  acquainted  with  :  But  that  dread- 
ful Word,  even  by  the  Aft  itfelf,  is  confined  ;  it  is  confined 
to  the  Payment  of  that  Debt,  for  which  this  Tax  was  then 
appointed  ;  and  fmce  that  Debt  is  now  otherwife  provided 
for,  it  is,  with  refpcft  to  this  Duty,  to  be  looked  on  as  paid, 
and  the  conditional  Perpetuity  in  that  Aft,  meant  by  tlie 
W'ord  For  e^ver,  is  now  at  an  End.  It  is  impoirible  therefore 
to  prefume,  that  if  the  Scots  ConmiilTioners  had  ever  meant, 
that  their  Country  lliould  have  an  ablolutc  Perpetuity,  with 
refpeft  to  the  Exemption  from  this  Salt-Duty,  they  woul<l 
have  referred  to  this  Aft,  by  which  a  conditional  Perpetuity 
was  only  eilabliflied.  But  the  Tranfaftion  was  honefl:  and 
fair,  and  the  Words  are  plain  to  every  Man,  that  has  a  mind 
to  comprehend  them  :  The  Scots  Commifhoncrs  had  a  mind 
that  their  Country  fnould  be  free  from  the  Payment  of  ,-,ny 
Part  of  that  Debt  foi  which  this  Duty  v.as  appointed  ;  and 
JJ  b  2  ihci'dbi^ij 
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Annos-Geo.  n.  therefore  it  w-is  agreed,  that  while  this  Duty  remained  ap- 
propriated to  the  Payment  of  that  Debt,  their  Country  (hould 
be  for  ever  free  from  it :  But  it  was  never  fo  much  as  in- 
tended by  either  Party,  that  their  Country  Ihould  be  free 
therefrom,  in  cafe  it  fhould,  after  the  Payment  of  this  old 
Debt  of  England,  be  converted  to  the  Ufe  and  Benefit  of  the 
two  United  Kingdoms  in  general. 

*  It  being  thus   evident.  Sir,  that  the  People  of  Scotland 
have  now  no  Title,  b}'  the  Articles  of  Union,  to  an  Exemption 
from  the  Payment  of  this  2  s.  and  4  d.    upon  Salt,  the   only 
Queftion  then   is,  whether  we  ought  out  of  Compaffion  to 
indulge    them  with   fuch   an   Exemption,  becaufe  the  poor 
People  of  that  Country  are  not  able  to  pay  it :  I  really  think. 
Sir,  we  ought  to  have  fo   much   Compaffion   for  the  People 
of  that    Country  ;  but  then  I  hope  it   will  be  allowed  me, 
that  we   ought  to  have  an  equal   Compaffion   for   the  poor 
People  of  England  :   Journeymen  and  Day-Labcurers,   who 
have  no  Stock,  no  Property,  are  equally  poor  in  all  Countries ; 
they  have  nothing  but  what  they  work  for  from  Day  to  Day; 
and  if  it  be  fiid,    that  the  poor  People  in  England  are  able 
to  pay  this  Duty,  becaufe  they  have  high  Wages,   it  is  an 
unanfwerable  Argument   againft  the   Tax  in  general.     It  is 
now  an  univerfal   Complaint  in  this  Country,  that  the  high 
Wages   given  to  Workmen  is  the  chief  Caufe  of  the  Decay 
of  our   Trade  and  Manu  fad  ares  ;  our  Bufmefs   then  is,  to 
take  all  the  Meafurcs  we  can  think  of,  to  enable  our  Work- 
men to  work  for  lefs  Wages  than  they  do  at  prefent ;  and 
therefore   ifmuft  be  contrary  to   good  Policy,    to  lay  on  a 
Tax,  which  it  is  granted  would  be  infupportable  to  the  Poor, 
if  it  were  not  for  the  high  Wages  they  have  ;  for  the  laying 
on  of  fuch  a  Tax  muii:  make   the  Continuance  of  fuch  high 
Wages  abfolutely   neceffary,  and   the    Continuance  of  them 
will  certainly  bring  the  Nation  to  Poverty  and  Diftrefs. 

*  I  muftfay,  Sir,  that  the  Reafoning  of  fome  Gentlemen 
upon  the  Subject  in  hand  appears  to  me  a  little  inconfiftent : 
This  Salt-Duty,  fay  they,  with  refpeft  to  England,  is  a  Tax 
altogether  infenfible ;  with  refpeft  to  Scotland,  it  is  a  Tax 
that  is  altogether  infupportable  :  In  England,  the  Tax  is 
raifed  upon  fuch  a  great  Multitude  of  People,  and  at  fo  many 
different  Payments,  that  no  Man  can  feel  what  he  pays  :  In 
Scotland,  though  it  be  raifed  upon  the  fame  Multitude  of 
People,  and  at  the  fame  diiTerent  Payments,  yet  if  the  whole 
were  laid  upon  the  People  of  that  Country,  every  poor  Man 
would  not  only  feel  what  he  paid,  but  would  be  utterly  incar 
pable  to  comply  with  the  Payments  required  :  In  England, 
it  can  raife  no  Grumblings,  no  Murmurings,  nor  any  Com- 
plaint among  the  People  :  In  Scotland,  it  would  raife  fuch 
terrible  Difcontents,  as  might  difturb  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of 

the 


(    197    ) 

the  Kingdom  and  endanger  the  Conftitution.     How  inconfl-  Anno  j.  Geo.  u. 
Hent  is  this  Way  of  Arguing  ?  What  an  Jhfult  is  this  upon        '— '"!!l 
the   People,  who  quietly  fubmit   to  the  Loads  that  are  laid 
upon  them  ? 

*  The  Diftinftion  that  has  been  made  between  the  Grofs 
Charge  and  the  Grofs  Produce  of  this  Duty,  feems  to  be 
fomething  new.  There  is  certainly  as  much  Rcafon  for  this 
Diftinftion  almoft  in  every  Branch  of  the  Cuftoms  or  Excife, 
as  there  is  for  it  in  the  prefent  Cafe ;  and  yet  I  never  heard 
it  made  ufe  of  by  any  of  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue.  But 
fuppofing  this  Diiiinftion  to  be  reafonable,  yet  if  we  examine 
the  Particulars  of  the  Account  that  has  been  given  us,  we 
ihall  find  that  feveral  Articles  have  been  put  to  the  Grofs 
Charge,  wliich  really  ought  to  be  put  to  the  Grofs  Produce, 
becaufe  they  are  aftually  raifed  upon  the  People,  though 
they  come  not  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick,  but  to  the  Ufe  of 
the  Merchants  and  Dealers  in  Salt.  I  am  furprized  to  hear 
it  pretended,  that  the  Allowance  for  prompt  Payment  ought 
not  to  be  reckoned  as  a  Part  of  the  Grofs  Produce,  or  that 
the  Sum  allowed  for  that  Difcount  is  not  raifed  upon  the 
People.  Dees  any  Man  fuppofe  that  the  wealthy  Dealer 
pays  his  ready  Money  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Cuftomers,  or 
that  the  Confumer  pays  the  lefs  for  his  Salt,  becaufe  the 
Merchant  from  whom  he  purchafes  paid  the  Duties  in  ready 
Money  ?  Does  not  every  Man  know,  that  thefe  prompt  Pay- 
ments are  made  by  the  rich  Dealers,  only  for  their  own  Ac- 
count ;  and  that  notwithftanding  their  being  allowed  a 
Difcount  of  lo  per  Cent,  yet  they  fell  as  dear  as  if  they  had 
paid  the  full  Duties  ?  The  Article  then  of  20,000 1.  for 
prompt  Payment,  is  not  to  be  deduced,  but  is  to  be  looked 
on  as  a  Part  of  the  Grofs  Produce. 

'  The  1 1,000  I.  allowed  for  Wafle  on  Salt  carried  Coaft- 
wife  is  likewife  an  Advantage  only  to  the  Dealer  :  It  is  na 
Advantage  to  the  People,  fcr  every  Farthing  of  that  Sum  is 
raifed  upon  and  paid  by  them.  The  Allowance  arofe  from  a 
Prefumption  that  there  was  a  Wafle  on  Salt  carried  Coaft- 
wife  ;  and  therefore  Three  Pence  per  Bufhel  on  all  white  Salt, 
and  Three  Halfpence  per  Bulhel  on  all  Rock-Salt  carried, 
Coaftvvife,  was  allowed  to  the  Dealer  in  Salt.  But  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  in  fach  Cafe  there  can  be  no  Wafte,  there  is  always 
rather  an  Increafe,  becaufe  of  its  being  very  dry  when  put 
on  Board,  and  afterwards  made  to  fwell  and  become  more 
weighty  by  the  Moifture  of  the  Air,  to  which  it  is  expofed 
in  the  Removing  of  it  from  Place  to  Place  :  Since  there  can 
be  no  Walle,  we  mull  prefame,  that  the  Whole  is  bought  and 
confumed  by  the  People ;  and  we  know  that  they  always 
paid  for  it  the  fame  Price  as  if  the  full  Duty  had  been  paid 
by  the  Dealer.     This  Allowance  did  not   even  fo  much  as 
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Anno  y.  Geo.  11.  inducc  the  Dealer  to  fell  cheaper,  for  the  Confumer  always 

'  paid  for  the  Carriage,  as  well  as  for  the  Duty  and  firft  Coil, 

and  the  longer  the  Carriage  was,  the  Confumer  always  paid 

the  higher  Price.    This    i  i,ooo  1.  is  therefore  to   be  confi- 

dered,  as  a  Part  of  the  Grofs  Produce. 

*  The  Allowance  for  Rock-Salt  melted,  is  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture. This  arofe  from  a  Suppofition,  that  in  the  Melting  of 
Rock-Salt,  and  refining  it  into  white  Salt,  there  was  a  great 
Walle,  and  therefore  ten  Pound  Weight  in  Sixty-five  was 
allowed  Duty  free.  But  I  have  been  informed,  and  the  Fad 
appears  reafonable,  that  Rock-Salt  diflblved  in  frelh  Water, 
will  produce  its  own  Weight  in  white.  Salt,  and  when  dif- 
folved  in  Sea- Water  it  will  produce  one  fourth  Part  more. 
If  we  only  fuppofe  that  there  is  no  Wade,  we  muft  prefume 
that  the  whole  is^  bought  and  confumed  by  the  People  ;  and 
we  know  that  they  always  paid  as  much  for  white  Salt  made 
out  of  Rock-Salt,  as  they  did  for  any  other  Sort  of  white 
Salt ;  therefore  we  muft  conclude,  that  though  this  Al- 
lowance of  ten  Pound  Weight  out  of  Sixty-five,  be  a  De- 
duftion  from  the  Revenue,  yet  the  Duty  upon  every  Grain 
of  it  is  raifed  upon  the  People  ;  and  confequently  this  Article 
which  is  36,0001.  per  Annum,  mull  likewife  be  added  to  the 
Grofs  Produce,  Thefe  three  Sums  therefore  of  20,000 1, 
1 1,000  1.  and  36,0001.  being  added  to  the  Grofs  Produce, 
as  ftated  by  the  Gentleman  who  was  pleafed  to  enter  parti- 
cularly into  this  Account,  will  make  it  amount  to  297,350!. 
which  is  the  loweft  Computation  we  can  make  of  the  Sum, 
that  is  to  be  yearly  raifed  upon  the  People  of  England  only, 
hy  the  Revival  of  this  Tax. 

*  But,  Sir,  if  we  confider  the  many  Frauds,  that  have  al- 
ways been  committed  as  to  Salt  pretended  to  have  been  ex- 
ported, and  as  to  Salt  pretended  to  have  been  ufed  in  the 
curing  of  Fifh,  we  mult  prefume,  that  a  great  deal  more 
Salt  is  every  Year  ufed  by  the  People,  than  what  pays  Duty 
to  the  Publick ;  and  as  the  Confumer  always  pays  the  full 
Price,  as  if  the  Dut}'  had  been  regularly  paid  upon  the  whole, 
though  thefe  Frauds  occafion  a  Dedudion  from  the  Revenue, 
yet  the  Duty  upon  the  whole  is  paid  by  the  People  ;  and 
therefore  we  mull  prefume,  that  a  much  larger  Sum  than 
what  I  have  mentioned  mull  be  yearly  raifed  upon  the  Peo- 
ple. This  Prefumption  is  brought  almoll  to  a  Demonftration, 
by  the  Number  of  the  People  in  this  Nation,  even  as  com- 
puted by  thofe  who  have  fpoke  in  Favour  of  this  Duty  :  Ac- 
cording to  their  own  Account,  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 
in  England,  amounts  to  8,000,000;  if  then  we  fuppofe  that 
every  one  of  them  ufes,  one  with  another,  but  a  Peck  of  Salt 
in  a  Year,  we  muft  reckon  that  a  Shilling  at  leaft  is  raifed 
upon  evexy  Perfon  by  the  means  of  this  Duty,  becaufe   the 
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laying  on  of  this  Duty  makes  the  Salt  at  lead  a  Shilling  a  Anno  j.^ Geo.  ii. 

Peck  dearer,  than  it  would  othervvife  be  ;   and  therefore  we 

mull  compute  that  by  the  reviving  of  this   Duty,  there  will 

be  at  leaft  8,000,000  of  Shillings,  or»4oo,ooo  1.  raifed  Yearly 

upon  the  People  of  England  only ;  and  this  Sum  I  really 

take  to  be  the  loweft  Computation  that  can  juftly  be  made. 

'  Let  us  now.  Sir,  confider  what  we  are  about :  We  are 
to  raife  500,000  1.  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year ;  this 
we  certainly  ought  to  raife  in  that  Method,  which  will  be 
leaft  burthenfome  to  the  Nation  in  general  }  and  if  we  ckufe 
to  raife  this  Sum  by  reviving  the  Salt-Duty  for  three  Years, 
we  make  the  People  realy  pay  1,200,000 1.  out  of  which 
there  is  but  500,000 1.  brought  clear  into  the  Publick  Re- 
venue. If  this  be  Publick  OEconomy  ;  If  this  be  com- 
mon Prudence  ;  If  this  be  a  Relief  or  an  Eafe  to  the  Peo- 
ple of  England,  I  leave  the  World  to  judge.  I  think  that 
I  can  now  averr,  that  when  I  argue  againft  the  Salt-Duty,  I 
plead  the  Caufe  of  my  Country  ;  I  plead  the  Caufe  of  the 
whole  Body  of  the  People  of  England :  I  do  not  indeed 
plead  for  a  Relief  to  them,  I  find  there  is  no  Relief  to  be 
given  ;  but  I  plead  againft  laying  a  new,  a  heavy,  an  intoler- 
able Burthen  upon  them.  We  have  by  our  former  Refolu- 
tions  made  the  raifing  of  500,000!.  neceffary,  but  do  not  let 
us  charge  the  People  with  the  Payment  of  1,200,000  1.  in 
order  to  raife  this  500,000!. 

'  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  it  plainly  appears  how  much  . 
more  expenfive  it  will  be  to  the  Nation,  to  raife  500,000  I. 
by  reviving  the  Salt-Duty,  than  to  raife  it  by  a  Shilling  in 
the  Pound  Land-Tax ;  and  yet  it  has  been  pretended,  that 
there  will  be  but  a  fmall  Difference  as  to  the  Expence  :  This 
realy  furprizes  me,  for  Figures  can  neither  be  miftaken  or 
mifconftrued.  In  order  to  bring  this  Difference  as  low  as 
poflible,  it  has  been  pretended  that  the  raifing  of  the  Salt- 
Duty  will  coft  but  22,000  1.  per  Atinum  ;  but  I  always  reckon- 
ed, that  it  coft  full  25,000  1.  and  I  muft  ftill  reckon  fo,  till  I 
fee  it  contradifted  by  the  Commiflioners  Accounts  ;  for 
the  raifing  or  paying  the  19,0001.  annually  for  Bounties 
was  never  any  additional  Expence  to  the  Publick.  It  has 
likewife  been  pretended,  that  the  raifing  of  a  Shilling  in  the 
Pound  Land-'Fax,  cofts  near  1  8,000  1.  per  Annum,  by  reafon 
of  the  Office  kept  in  Commiffion  for  that  Purpofe  ;  but  thefe 
Gentlemen  forget,  that  this  Office  is  kept  up,  and  cofts  as 
much,  when  there  is  but  one  Shilling  in  the  Pound,  as  when 
there  is  4  s.  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax,  and  therefore  I  ftill 
infill  upon  it,  that  the  raifing  of  500,000  1.  by  1  s.  in  the 
Pound  additional  Land-Tax,  will  realy  coft  the  Nation  but 
13,5001.  /ifr  Annum,  extraordinary  Expence,  and  confe- 
quently  the  Diifercnce  as  to  this  Article  in  England  only,  is 
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A«no  5.  Geo.  11.  at  leaft  1 1 ,500 1,  fer  Annum.     But  muft  not  we  add  to  this, 
'^  '^'        the  2600  I.  extraordinary   Charge  in  the  Vidlualling  Office, 
occafioned  by  this  Duty  ?  fince  this   is   certainly    a  Charge 
brought  upon  the  Nation  by  reviving  this  Duty,  which   we 
ihould  not  be  liable  to,  if  we  fhould    raife   what  Money  we 
want,  by  a    Land-Tax.      Muft  not  we    likewife   add   the 
20,000 1.  per  Annum   allowed   for  prompt  Payment  ?  for  as 
this  is  no  Benefit  to   the  Confumer,  it  is  a  real  Expence   to 
the  People,   as  much  as  the  25,000  1.  is,,  which  is  paid  for 
Managi^ment.     Thefe  three  Sums  added  together  make  the 
real   Difference  of  the  Yearly  Expence,  between    the  Salt- 
Tax  and  a  Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax,  amount  Yearly 
to  34,100  1.     This,  I  fay.  Sir,  is  the  Yearly  Difference  ;  but 
I  hone  no  Man  that  confiders  it  will  pretend,  that   this,  or 
even  three   Times   this  Sum,  is  the  whole  Difference  of  the 
Expence  the  Nation  is  to  be  at,    in  raifmg  500,000  1.  by  a 
Salt-Duty  in  three  Years,  inftead  of  raifing  500,0001.  by  a 
Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land- Tax  in  one  Year;  for  the  Dif- 
ference will  then  be  a  great  deal  more  than  three  Times  this 
Sum.     We  muft  then  reckon  the  whole  Expence  of  the  Salt- 
Duty  for  three  Years,   and  from  that  dedudl  the  Expence  of 
raifiing    i  s.   in   the  Pound  Land-Tax  for  one   Year  only  : 
The  Salt-Tax  will  then   coft   us  three  Times    25,0001.  or 
75,000 1.  for  Management ;  three  Times  2600  1.   or  7800  1. 
for  extraordinary  Expence  in  the   Navy  ;  and  three  Times 
20,000 1.  or   60,000  I.   for  prompt   Payment  ;  which    three 
Sums  added   together  amount  to    142,800!.  And  from  this 
we  are  only  to  deduft    13,5001.  viz.   one  Year's  Expence  of 
raifing  a  Shilling  in  the  Pound   upon   Land,  the   remaining 
Sum   will  then  be    129,3001.  This  is  the  real  Difference  of 
the  Expence   which  the   Nation  is  to  pay  for  the  raifu  g  of 
this  500,000 1.   in   three   Years  by  a  Salt-Duty,   inilead    of 
raifing  it  in  one  Year  by  a  Land- Tax.     This  is  near  Six  and 
Twenty  per  Cent,  and  if  we  add  the  additional  Expence  in 
Scotland,  and  the  Intereft  which  the  Publick  muft  pay  upon 
borrowing  this  500^000  1.  for  the  Current  Service  of  the  Year, 
it  will,  I  am  fure,  amount  to   above  30  per  Cent,  which,  J 
muft  fay,  is  a  pretty  confiderable    Premium  for  three  Years 
Foi-bearance  of  Payment,  even  if  the  Nation  were  not  to  pay 
a  Shilling  of  the  Money  till  the  full  End  of  the  Term.    How 
confiftent  it  may  be  with  the  publick  Good  of  this   Nation, 
to  pay  fo  high  a  Premium  for  Forbearance.  I  fiiall  not  deter- 
mine ;  but  1  am  fure  it   will  be  inconfiftcnt  with  the  private 
Good  of  any  honeft  Man  in  the  Kingdom  to  pay  fuch  a  Pre- 
mium.    This,  Sir,  h  tlie  moft  favourable  Light  that  the  Af- 
fair before  us  can  with  any  tolerable  Reafon  be  put  in,   even 
by  thofe   who  appear  moll  fanguine  for    the  Revival  of  this 
Duty  J  but  li  we  confider  it  in  the  Light  I  have  before  put 
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it  in,  and  fuppofe  that  400,000 1,  is  to  be  raifed  Yearly  upon  Anno  j.  Geo.  ir, 
the  People,  by  the  means  of  this  Duty,  it  will  then  appear        '7?i-3*- 
much  more  odious  ;  for  upon  that   ^upj()ofition,  which,  I  am 
afraid,  will  prove  too  true,  the  Nation  is  to   pay   700,000!. 
for  three' Years  Forbearance  of  the  Payment  of  Five,  which 
is  a  Premium  of  very  near  1^0  f>er  Cent,  for  Forbearance. 

*  To  pretend.  Sir,  that  this  Duty  cannot  give  Occafion  to 
any  great  Frauds  or  Perjuries,  becaufe  there  is  little  or  no 
Money  advanced  by  the  Subjeft,  and  repaid  by  the  Govern- 
ment upon  any  Event,  is  to  me  a  little  odd.  It  is  not  the 
Repayment  of  Money  by  the  Government  that  is  the  Caufe 
of  Frauds  and  Perjuries  ;  it  is  the  great  Advantage  that  a  pri- 
vate Dealer  may  make,  and  the  little  Risk  he  runs  by  fuch 
Frauds  and  Perjuries,  that  tempts  him  to  the  committing  of 
fuch.  He  does  not  confider  from  whom,  but  how  much 
Money  he  may  make  by  fuch  a  Fraud  ;  and  therefore  in  all 
Manner  of  Taxes,  where  the  Tax  or  Duty  amounts  to  much 
more  than  the  Prime  Coft,  there  have  always  been,  and  al- 
ways will  be  great  Frauds  ;  if  the  Dealer  can  by  any  Fraud 
avoid  paying  the  Duty,  he  makes  his  Advantage  by  felling 
at  a  high  Price.  Confidering  then  that  this  Duty  to  be  laid 
upon  Salt  is  no  lefs  than  ten  Times  the  Price  it  may  be 
bought  for  at  the  Pits,  what  a  fruitful  Fund  do  we  eftablifh 
for  Frauds  and  Perjuries  ?  It  may  not  perhaps  be  eafy  to 
fmuggle  Salt  away  from  the  Pits  without  paying  the  Duty  ; 
but  how  eafy  will  it  be  for  the  Dealer,  after  he  has  given 
Bond  to  pay  the  Duty,  and  taken  the  Salt  away  from  the 
Pits,  to  put  it  aboard  of  a  Ship,  and  re-land  it  again  at  fome 
Bye  Creek  or  Corner,  or  by  fome  other  Way  to  get  a  Cer- 
tificate of  its  having  been  exported  ;  by  this  Fraud  he  gets 
up  the  Bond  which  he  gave  for  the  Duty,  and  though  he  gains 
no  Money  back  from  the  Government,  yet  when  he  fells  to 
■the  Confumer  Salt  for  Four  or  Five  Shillings  a  Bufhel,  which 
coft  him  but  a  Groat  a  Bufhel,  does  he  not  make  a  delicious, 
a  tempting  Profit  ?  And  the  more  tempting  it  muft  be,  becaufe 
of  the  little  Risk  he  runs  ;  for  he  risks  only  the  Lofs  of  a 
Groat,  for  the  Venture  of  making  Four  Shillings  clear  Profit. 
If  he  can  but  cheat  the  Publick,  he  drives  the  Trade,  I  may 
fay,  of  an  Apothecary,  and  makes  a  Shilling  of  every  Penny 
he  lays  out.  Again,  as  to  the  Salt  delivered  Duty-free  for 
the  Fifhery,  there  is  ftill  a  greater  Temptation,  fmce  it  de- 
pends entirely  upon  the  Honefly  of  the  Curers  themfelves ; 
none  but  themfelves  can  tell  what  Quantities  they  have  made 
ufe  of:  If  they  can  but  fell  their  Salt  privately  to  Dealers  or 
Confumers,  they  may  get  free  of  the  Duty  by  fvvearing  that 
the  whole  was  employed  in  curing  of  Fiih  ;  and  confidering 
what  little  Regard  is  had  to  what  is  now,  by  way  of  Proverb, 
called  a  Cuftom-Houfe  Oath,  I  am  afraid  this  Sort  of  Perjury 
V  0  J.,  II.  C  c  will 
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Will  be  by  much  too  frequent :  Nor  is  the  Lofs  fuftained  by 
the  Revenue  the  only  Difadvantage  ;  thefe  Baits  and  Tempta- 
pns  that  are  thrown  in  the  People's  Way  for  perjuring  them.' 
felve?,  may  really  at  laft  deftroy  all  fort  of  Morality  and  com- 
mon Honefty  among  them  ;  and  may  fo  much  diminifh  that 
Regard  which  every  Man  ought  to  have  for  an  Oath,  that 
no  Man's  Life  or  Property  can  be  fecure,  againll  the  Plots 
and  Perjuries  of  his  Neighbours. 

*  As  to  our  Manufefturers  and  poor  Labourers,  this  Tax 
f;ertainly  will  be  a  Charge  upon  every  one  of  them  in  general. 
It  will  be  a  Shilling  at  kail  to  every  fmgle  Man  or  Woman 
that  is  fit  for  Labour  ;  and  if  we  fuppofe  a  poor  Man  to  have 
a  Wife  and  three  fmall  Children,  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  him 
to  make  ufe  of  lefs  than  a  Brfhel  of  vSalt  a  Year  for  his 
Family  ;*to  fuch  a  Man  this  Tax  will  amount  to  at  leaft 
4  s.  6  d  per  Annutn.  Such  a  Thing  as  a  Shilling,  or  a 
Crown,  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  Trifle  by  a  Gentleman  of  a 
large  Eflate  and  eafy  Circumitances,  but  a  poor  Man  feels 
fometimes  feverely  the  want  of  a  Shilling  ;  many  a  poor 
Man  has  for  want  of  a  Shilling,  l>cen  obliged  to  pawn 
the  only  whole  Coat  he  had  to  his  Back,  and  has  never 
been  able  to  redeem  it  again.  Even  a  Farthing  to  a  poor 
Man  is  a  confiderable  Sum ;  what  Shifts  do  the  Frugal 
among  them  make,  to  faye  even  a  Farthing  ?  Let  us  but 
imagine  ourfelves  in  the  Condition  of  a  poor  Labourer,  with 
a  Wife  and  three  Children,  almoft  the  whole  of  the  Wife's 
Time  taken  up  in  looking  afier  the  Children,  and  the  Huf- 
band  working  for  a  Shilling  a  Day,  and  we  fhall  eafily  fee 
how  hard  it  is  to  make  fucli  a  poor  Man  pay  a  Tax  of 
Four  or  Five  Shillir.gs  a  Year,  for  the  Salt  he  mull:  make  ufe 
of  for  the  fcanty  Support  of  himfelf  and  Family. 

'  This  Tax  muft  therefore  be  a  Charge  upon  all  our 
Manufactures  in  general,  I  Ihall  fuppofe  it  as  fmall  as  any  Gen- 
tleman pieafes,  yet  it  mail  be  fome  \  for  if  it  be  a  Charge 
upon  the  Manufacturers,  they  piult  lay  it  upon  the  Manu- 
factures they  deal  in  ;  and  if  we  confider  how  narrowly  the 
Merchant,  efpecially  the  Foreign  Merchant,  goes  to  work  in 
the  Bargains  he  makes,  we  muft  fee  what  a  Difadvantage 
this  Tax  may  be  to  our  Export  of  Manufadlures.  If  any 
O^  our  Neighbours  can  fell  but  one  tenth  Part  of  a  Farthing 
in  a  Yard  cheaper  than  we  can  do,  they  will  at  laft  turn  us 
entirely  out  of  the  bulincfs.  This  holds  as  to  all  our  Manu- 
factures in  general,  but  as  to  fome  particular  Manufactures, 
fuch  as  Glafs,  Leather,  Earthen-Ware,  &;c.  it  is  ftill  more 
grievous,  becaufe  Salt  is  one  of  the  Materials  made  ufe  of  in 
their  very  Compofition,  and  therefore  I  hope  if  this  Duty 
^e  revived,  there  will  be  an  Exception  as  to  them. 
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*  I  find  it  is  gfaiited  by  all,  that  the  making  ufe  of  Salt  Anno  5.  Geo.  ii. 
is  an  Improvement  to  Land  ;  but  it  is  faid,  that  this  Tax  ^731-32. 
tannot  injure  fuch  Improvements,  becaufe  every  Man  may 
have  as  much  foul  Salt  Duty-free  at  the  Pits  as  he  pleafesj 
provided  he  has  an  Officer  along  with  him.  But  does  not 
every  Man  fee,  that  this  can  only  be  of  Advantage  to  thofe, 
whofe  Lands  lie  near  the  Salt- Pits  ?  even  as  to  them,  this 
Duty  will  be  an  additional  Chargej  for  they  cannot  get  an 
Officer  to  attend  for  nothing  ;  we  all  know  that  when  a  Man 
is  once  got  into  an  Office,  he  iias  many  Ways  of  fqueezing 
a  Perquifite  from  thofe  who  are  obliged  to  apply  to  him,  and 
him  only.  And  as  to  all  Lands  that  lie  at  aDillance  from  Salt- 
Pits,  it  mull  be  allowed,  that  the  reviving  of  this  Tax  will 
be  a  full  Bar  to  any  future  Improvements  of  them  by  Saltj 
which  is  an  Improvement  tMt  has  been  fuccefsfully  made 
ufe  of,  through  all  Parts  of  Englandj  ever  fmce  the  Duty 
was  taken  iLff. 

*  It  has,  I  think,  in  this  Debate  been  admitted  by  all,  that 
the  Duty  upon  the  Salt  made  ufe  of  in  curing  the  Sak-Pro- 
Vifions  neceflary  for  a  Ship  of  150  Tons,  for  a  Six  Month's 
Voyage,  will  amount  to  Forty  Shillings ;  and  yet  it  has 
been  afferted  by  fome,  tliat  the  reviving  of  this  Duty  will  be 
no  Burthen  upon  the  Navigation  of  Great  Britain.  Thofe 
who  reafon  in  this  Manner,  do  not  furely  confiderthe  Fru- 
gality and  Sparingnefs  that  muil  be  obferved  iii  Trade,  t 
am  fure  there  is  not  a  Mercliant  in  Europe;  that  has  Occafion 
to  freight  a  Ship,  but  will  think  Forty  Shillings  a  very  great 
Difference  in  the  Freight  between  two  Ships  of  150  Tons 
each,  if  they  be  of  equal  Goodnefs  in  every  other  Rcfpeft  ; 
and  he  will  always  employ  that  Ship  which  he  can  have  Forty 
Shillings  cheaper  than  the  other.  This  muft  put  a  full  Stop 
to  the  employing  of  any  Englilli  Ship,  or  to  the  Vielualling 
of  any  Ship  in  England,  where  another  Ship  can  be  made  ufe 
of,  or  when  a  Ship  can  be  vi.ftualled  in  any  other  Part  of  the 
World  ;  and  therefore  it  muil  be  not  only  a  Burthen  upon 
our  Navigation,  but  we  mufl  confider,  that  it  would  icon 
be  the  entire  Deilruftion  of  our  Navigation,  and  confequently 
of  our  Navy,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Navigation-Ad,  and  fome 
natural  Advantages  which  we  have  over  the  reft  of  the 
World.  I  do  not  know  how  ferae  Gentlemen  may  get,  or 
how  they  may  fper.d  their  Eflatt^:  ;  but  in  an  Affair  which 
chiefly  regards  the  Trade,  and  tiie  Tradtfmen  of  this  Nati- 
on, I  am  iurprized  to  heir  Shillings  and  Crowns,  nay  even 
Pounds  Sterling,  talked  of  in  fo  light  and  trivial  a  Manner: 
The  poor  Tradefman  may  be  properly  faid  to  tcvn  his 
Living  by  the  Sweat  of  his  Biovv  ;  and  if  he  does  r.ot  cor.-i 
fider  every  Farthing  that  he  is  to  lay  out,  he  will  foon  come 
not  to  have  a  Farthing  to  pay  for  a  Bit  of  Bread  :  I'o  fuch  a 
G  c  2  Mao 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  11.  Man,  cvtti  the  Half-Farthing,  which  is  now  fo  contonpta- 
'73'  3^-     ,  oufly  talked  of,  would  be  of  mighty  Confcquence. 

'  I  Come  now,  Sir,  to  confider  this  1  ax  with  refpeft  to 
that  honeft,  induilrious  and  frugal  Sett  of  People,  the  Farm- 
ers of  England.  I  hope  there  are  but  few  of  them  as  yet 
obliged  to  live  in  the  Manner  as  hath  been  reprefented.  I 
hope  no  Farmer  in  England  is  as  yet  obliged  to  make  his 
Family  dine  upon  Bread  and  Cheefe,  or  upon  boiled  Cabbage, 
without  a  Bit  of  pickled  Pork,  Salt-Beef,  or  Bacon,  to  give 
them  a  Savour.  I  do  not  know  indeed  what  they  may  be 
brought  to,  if  we  begin  to  multiply  Excifes  upon  them  ;  but 
I  mult  now  confider  them  in  their  prefent  Way  of  Living  : 
In  that  Way  I  mull  look  upon  them  and  their  Servants,  as 
making  ufeof  fome  Salt-Provifions  almoll  ev€i:y  Day  in  the 
Week,  for  the  whole  Year  round  :  In  fuch  a  View,  I  am 
fure,  a  Family  of  Sixteen  working  Perfons  will  confume  in 
Salt  a  deal  more  than  a  Shilling's  worth  a  Head)  according 
as  it  mull  fell  after  this  Duty  is  laid  on  j  I  believe  they  will  con- 
fume  above  two  Shillings  worth  a  piece ;  and  it  has  been  com- 
puted by  Men  who  underllood  thoroughly  the  OEconomy  of 
their  Family,  that  a  Family  of  ten  Perfons  would  for  all  Ufes 
generally  coft  the  Mailer  at  leail  Six-pence  a  Week  for  Salt, 
according  to  the  Price  it  fold  at  formerly,  when  this  Duty 
was  fublilling.  At  this  Rate  there  is  fcarcely  a  Farmer  in 
England,  but  mull  pay  above  twenty  Shillings  a  Year  towards 
this  Tax,  and  if  he  pays  a  rack'd  Rent,  I  do  not  know  where 
he  is  to  get  this  twenty  Shillings,  unlefs  he  runs  in  Arrear  to 
his  Landlord,  in  order  to  anfwer  what  he  mull  pay  the 
Tax-Gatherer  :  In  fuch  a  Cafe,  1  believe,  our  Landed-Gen- 
tlemen will  not  get  much  by  the  Relief  that  is  now  pretended 
to  be  given  them.  But  befides  this  additional  Family-Ex- 
pence  upon  the  Farmers,  we  know  that  they  make  ufe  of  a 
great  deal  of  Salt  for  feveral  Ufes  in  Husbandry  :  The  Ad- 
vantages made  thereby  they  mull  now  give  up,  or  otherwife 
they  mull  pay  dear  tor  the  preferving  of  them. 

'  I  hope,  Sir,  I  am  as  fenfibly  touched  as  any  Man  with 
the  Difficulties,  that  many  of  the  Landed-Gentlemen  in 
England  labour  under  ;  and  I  fhall  always  be  as  ready  as  any 
Mm  to  approve  of  any  Meafures  for  giving  them  a  real 
Relief :  But  1  Ihall  never  pretend  to  amufe  them,  or  to 
impofe  upon  tlicir  good  Senfe,  by  calling  that  a  Relief, 
which  is  only  taking  u  Burthen  off  one  of  their  Shoulders, 
and  putting  it  upon  thu  other  ;  and  that  this  is  the  only 
Relief  now  propoicd  for  them,  I  can,  I  think,  demon- 
flrate  as  clearly,  as  ever  any  'I'hing  was  demonllrated  by 
Numbers.  I  oelieve  no  Man  will  pretend  that  any  Gen- 
tleman of  a  xree  Kilate  of  500  1.  a  Year  in  Land,  or  up- 
wards,  is   in  tiic   prelcnt  Cafe  an  Objed  of  CompalTion, 

or 
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or  that  the  Relieving  of  fuch  Meh  from  the  Payment  of  a 
Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax,  can  have  any  Weight  in 
the  prefent  Debate  ;  and  as  for  tlioff  Gentlemen  who  have 
large  Ellates  in  Land,  but  heavily  charged  with  Mortgages, 
if  they  will,  for  the  Sake  of  Grandeur  and  the  Name  of 
a  great  Eftate,  continue  to  pay  the  Land-Tax  and  the  In- 
tereft  upon  the  Mortgages,  it  is  certainly  their  own  Fault, 
and  therefore  they  do  not  deferve  the  Confideration  of  this 
Houfe.  The  Landed-Gentlemen  then,  vvhofe  Eftates  are  un- 
der 500 1.  a  Year,  are  the  only  Perfons  whofe  Condition 
and  Circumltances  can  in  the  prefent  Cafe  be  of  any  Confe- 
quence ;  and  as  to  fuch,  let  us  examine  whether  what  is 
now  propofed  will  prove  to  be  of  any  Relief  to  them.  It 
is  well  known,  that  there  are  many  Landed-Gentlemen  in 
England,  whofe  Eftates  are  valued  fo  low,  that  they  do  not 
pay  above  a  Groat  of  the  Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax  ; 
it  is  certain,  that  there  are  few  or  no  Landed-Gentlemen  who 
pay  the  whole  Shilling  ;  there  is  not,  I  believe,  one  Eftate 
in  England  that  is  rated  at  the  full  Value,  with  refpedl  to 
the  Land- Tax  j  it  may  therefore  be  rejifonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  all  the  Land- Eftates  in  England  are,r  one  with  another, 
rated  for  the  Land-Tax  at  one  Half  of  tlie  real  Value.  It 
has  been  admitted,  that  a  Farmer  of  100 1.  a  Year,  has  ge- 
nerally fixteen  Perfons  in  Family  ;  I  think  we  may  then  rea- 
fonably  fuppofe,  that  the  Landed- Gentlemen  in  England  of 
400  1.  a  Year,  keep  one  with  another  twenty  Perfons  in  Fa- 
mily ;  and  upon  thefe  Suppofitions  let  us  fee  what  Relief 
the  Gentleman  of  400  1.  a  Year  is  to  receive  from  the  iine 
Scheme  now  before  us.  Such  a  Man's  Eftate  is  fuppofed  to 
be  valued  at  200  1.  a  Year  as  to  the  Land-Tax,  confequently 
at  I  s.  in  the  Pound  he  faves  only  10  1.  in  the  whole,  by 
taking  off  this  Shilling.  Now  let  us  confider  what  he  muft 
pay  to  the  Duty  on  Salt  confumed  in  his  Family  :  A  com- 
mon Farmer  with  ten  Perfons  in  his  Family,  is  fuppofed  to 
pay  6  d.  a  Week  for  the  Salt  confumed  in  his  Family,  and 
therefore  a  common  Farmer  with  twenty  Perfons  in  his  Fa- 
mily, muft  be  fuppofed  to  pay  i  s.  a  Week,  one  with  ano- 
ther, for  the  Salt  confumed  in  his  Family  ;  and  if  we  con- 
fider the  great  Wafte  that  is  made  of  that  Commodity  about 
a  Gentleman's  Family,  and  the  many  Vifitors  and  their  Ser- 
vants, and  the  poor  neceffitous  Neighbours,  that  will  always 
be  hanging  in  or  about  a  Gentleman's  Family  who  has  an 
Eftate  of  400  1.  a  Year,  we  cannot  allow  lefs  than  eigh- 
teen Pennyworth  of  Salt  confumed  weekly  about  fuch  a  Gen- 
tleman's Family  ;  we  muft  therefore  fuppofe,  that  every 
Gentleman  of  fuch  an  Eitate,  pays  yearly  for  Salt  confumed 
in  his  Family  3  1  i  8  s.  and  fmce,  by  the  laying  on  this  Du- 
ty, we  raife  Salt  to  above  ten  Time?  the  Price  ic  formerly 
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Ahno  J.  Ceo.  11.  fold  at ;  therefore  we  mud  conclude,  that  nine  Tenths  of 
3  I.  1 8  s.  that  is,  about  3  1.  i  o  s.  is  Yearly  drawn  from  eve- 
ry Gentleman  of  400  I.  a  Year,  by  means  of  this  Duty  on 
Salt  ;  and  as  he  is  to  pay  this  Sum  Yearly  for  three  Years 
inltead  af  the  lol.  Land-Taxj  which  he  is  by  this  Means, 
to  be  made  free  of,  is  it  not  plain  and  evident,  that  he 
pays  ten  Guineas  in  three  Years,  for  the  Sake  of  getting  free 
of  the  Payment  of  10  1.  in  one  Year  ?  The  utmoft  then^ 
that  can  be  pretended,  is,  that  he  faves  by  this  fine  Scheme 
about  Half  a  Year's  Intereft  upon  i  o  I.  Is  this  the  Relief 
fo  mightily  bragg'd  of  ?  Will  any  Gentleman  of  common 
Senfe  choofe  to  have  his  Farmers,  his  Cottagers,  his  La- 
bourers, and  the  Manufadturers  that  confume  the  Produce  of 
his  Lands,  heavily  taxed,  in  order  to  fave  4  or  5  s.  Intereft 
upon  the  10  1.  that  he  was  to  have  paid  to  the  Land-Tax. 

'  This  is  the  Cafe,  Sir,  as  to  Landed-Gentlemen  of  400 1. 
a  Year,  but  as  to  all  the  Landed-Gentlemen  of  fmaller  For- 
tunes, they  will  be  Lofers  by  this  Meafure  that  is  propofed 
for  their  Relief.  Their  Families  cannot  be  a  great  deal  lefs 
numerous  than  the -others  ;  their  Servants  will  be  as  wafte/ul, 
and  they  mull  entertain  their  Vifuors  as  well  as  the  other  ; 
therefore  we  cannot  fuppcfe  that  any  Gentleman's  Family  in 
the  Country  will  coft  him  much  lefs  than  i  s.  a  Week  for 
Salt ;  at  this  Rate  he  muft  pay  Yearly  towards  the  Duty  now 
to  be  laid  on,  about  2  1.  7  s.  this  amounts  in  three  Years  to 
7  I.  fo  that  a  Gentleman  of  200  1.  a  Year,  will  be  2  1.  out 
of  Pocket)  and  a  Gentltman  of  tool,  a  Year,  will  be  4  1. 
I  o  s.  out  of  Pocket,  by  reviving  the  Salt-Duty  for  three 
Years,  inftead  of  i  s.  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax  for  one 
Year^j  and  whether  thofe  Gentlemen  that  have  great  Fami- 
lies to  maintain,  many  Children  to  provide  for,  and  but  one, 
two,  or  three  Hundred  a  Year  Land- Rent,  to  anfwer  all  their 
Occaiions,  are  not  the  greateil  Objedls  of  Compaflion,  nayj 
are  not  th-e  only  Objefts  of  Compaflion  among  the  Landed- 
Gentlemen  in  England,  I  leave  the  World  to  judge.  Every 
Gentleman  that  ever  kept  an  Account  of  the  Expences  of  his 
Family,  niuft  be  a  Judge,  whether  the  Suppcfitions  I  have 
made  are  jult :  If  tiiey  are  jufl,  I  am  fure  the  Figures  can- 
not be  controverted  j  and  therefore,  I  Jiope,  we  flrdll  hear  no 
more  of  the  great  Relief  that  is  to  be  given  to  the  Landed- 
Gentlemen  ot  England. 

*  Having  thus  Ihewed  to  v^'hat  Sort  of  People  this  Salt- 
Duty  will  be  a  Difadvantage,  I  thirk  it  would  not  be  juft 
in  me,  not  to  t;i!:e  forne  Notice  of  thofe  to  v/hom  it  will  be 
an  immediate  Advantage.  As  to  all  the  Gentlemen  in  Eng- 
land of  very  large  Land-Ellates,  it  will  be  an  uiimediatc 
Advantage  ;  it  will,  indeed,  fave  a  Trifle  to  them  With 
refpci^  to  them,  I  hope,  I  may  be  allow'd  to  make  life  af 

ihs 


(      207      ) 

the  Word  Trifle  ;  a  Sum  of  Money  may  be  call'd  a  Trifle  ^""i/j,.^*"'  "' 
when  applied  to  the  Rich,  but  to  the  Poor  no  Sum  of  Money 
can  be  properly  faid  to  be  a  Trifle.  But  this  immediate  Ad- 
vantage accruing  to  the  rich  Landed-Men,  will  be  foon  over- 
balanced by  the  Ruin  that  it  will  bring  upon  their  Coun- 
try, and  upon  their  own  particular  Eltates  ;  and  I  am  glad 
to  find,  that  moft  of  the  rich  Landed-Gentlemen  in  England 
are  upon  the  fame  Side  of  the  Queftion  with  me.  It  Ihews 
a  generous  Contempt  of  private  Advantage,  when  oppofed 
to  the  publick  Good  ;  but  thofe  who  will  reap  the  greateft 
Advantage  from  the  Meafure  now  propofed,  are  thofe  who 
are  in  good  Pofts  and  Places,  and  have  handfome  Salaries 
coming  in.  It  is  very  true,  that  their  Salaries  are  rated  at 
the  full  Value  of  the  Land-Tax  :  The  taking  off  i  s.  in  the 
Pound  Land-Tax,  is  really  putting  5  per  Cent,  into  their 
Pockets,  which  cannot  be  drawn  out  again  by  the  Salt-Duty, 
becaufe  they  either  keep  no  Families,  or  they  keep  their  Fa- 
milies in  Town,  where  mod  of  their  Servants  are  at  Board- 
Wages.  To  fuch  Gentlemen  the  Meafure  now  propofed 
»will  certainly  be  advantageous,  and  to  fuch  only  that  Com- 
panion which  we  have  heard  fo  much  of,  is  properly  to 
be  applied.  But  one  would  not  think  that  a  Man  who  has 
lool.  a  Year  from  the  Publick,  fhould  grudge  to  pay  5  1, 
a  Year  out  of  it  to  the  publick  Expence  ;  or  that  the  Saving 
5  1.  a  Year  in  fuch  a  Msn's  Pocket,  fliould  be  fuch  a  mighty 
Concern  to  every  Man  who  has  the  Good  *f  his  Country  at 
Heart.  I  am  perfuaded  that  every  Gentleman  who  has  the 
good  Fortune  to  be  in  any  fuch  Place  or  Employment,  will 
Ihevv  as  generous  a  Contempt  of  Self-Intereft,  and  as  honour- 
able a  Regard  for  the  publick  Good,  as  is  or  can  be  (hewn 
by  the  Gentlemen  of  great  Land-Eftates,  who  with  them  are 
the  only  Perfons  in  the  Nation  that  can  reap  any  Benefit 
from  the  Meafure  now  propofed. 

'  Since  then  it  appears  plain,  that  what  is  now  propofed 
can  be  no  Manner  of  Relief,  but  will  certainly  be  an  addi- 
tional Charge  upon  the  Landed-Gentlemen  of'fmall  Eftates ; 
and  fince  they  are  the  only  Landed- Gentlemen  in  England, 
who  ftand  in  need  of,  and  deferve  the  Compaihon  of  this 
Houfe,  I  think  all  the  Arguments  that  can  be  drawn  from 
Pity  and  Compaffion,  come  full  againll:  our  agreeing  to  the 
Revival  of  this  Duty  upon  Salt  ;  and  therefore  I  may  now 
in  my  Turn  plead  with  all  thofe  who  hear  me,  to  have  Pity 
and  Compainon  upon  the  poor  Landed-Gentlemen  in  Eng- 
land. How  hard  will  it  be  to  make  a  poor  Landed-Gentle- 
man of  a  Hundred  a  Year  pay  7  1.  inllead  of  fifty  Shillings? 
Why  fliould  the  poor  Landed-Gentlemen  be  fo  much  over- 
charged for  the  Sake  of  a  fmall  Eafe  to  thofe  who  have  plen- 
tiful Eftates  in  Land,  or  confiderable  Salaries  coming  in  fioji 
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Anno  5.  Geo.  H.   a  Poft  Or  Placc  that  gives  them  little  or  no  Trouble  ?    This 
<m     '— '-^"   J  is  really,  if  I  may  be  allow'd  to  make  ufe  of  the  Words, 
Giving  to  the  Rich,  and  fending  the  Poor  empty  wvoay.     But 
in  riie  prefent  Cafe,  our  Compaflion  pleads  not  only  for  the 
poor  Landed-Gentlemen,  but  for  all   the   Poor  of  the  Na- 
tion.    Let  us  bat  confidcr   how  many   poor  Families  are 
maintained  upon  8  d.  or  i  s.  a  Day,  which  the  Father  earns 
by  hard  Labour  and  Toil :    A  Bufhel  of  Salt  is  the  leaft  that 
can  be  confumed  in  a  Year  by  a  poor  Man,  his  Wife,    and 
three  or  four  fmall  Children  :  How  cruel  is  it  to  take  four 
or  five  Shillings  a  Year  away  from  the  Support  of  fuch  a 
poor  Family,  more  efpecially  when  one  half  of  that  Money, 
at  leaft,  is  to  be  made  a  Compliment  of  to  wealthy  or  frau- 
dulent Dealers,  or  to  idle  and  profligate  Tax-Gatlierers  ?  I 
hope  every  Man  that  hears  me,  will  allow  his  Pity  and  Com- 
paflion to  exert  itfelf  to  its  utmoft  Height.     J  hope  every 
Man  will  confider  upon  which  Side  of  the  prefent  Queflion 
are  the  Cries  of  the  Poor  and  the  Wretched,  and  the  Blef- 
lings   of   thofe  that  are  yet   unborn.      The  Happinefs  or 
Mifery  of  Pofterity,  the  Flourifhing  or  Decay  of  our  Trade 
and  Commerce,  the  Prefervation  or   Lofs   of  our  Liberties, 
in  my  Opinion,  depend  in  a  great  Meafure  upon  the  Queftion 
now  before  us  ;    and   therefore  I  am  perfuaded  that   every 
Gentleman    will    confider  it  tlioroughly,    before  he  deter- 
mines what  he  is  to  do.' 
^^,^1  ^j^,j        Then  the  Queuion  being  put  upon  Sir  Robert  Walpole's 
Motion  for  Revi-    Motion,  it  paffcd  in  the  Affirmative,  by  225  againft  187. 
I"reed'to!''anda'^       Feb.  ID.  Upon    thc   Rcj  ort  of  the   Refolutions  of    the 
broAtiu  p'a?-^    Committee,  and-the  Motion  made  for  agreeing  to  them,  the 
i^aam liicrcto.        Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in   the  Affirmative,  by 
2 05_  againft  176,  and  a  Bill  was  order'd  to  be  brought  ia 
purfuant  to  thofe  Refolutions. 
The  Papers,  &c.        'fhc  fame  Day  Mr  Turhill  prefented  to  the  Houfe  Copies 
slt'of^ihL- t?-ri     Qf  Proceedings,  Papers,  nnd  other  Inftruments,  &c.  relating 
Iftfte'^^aidSSr?  to  the  Sale  of  the  late  Earl  of  Derwentwater's  Eftate,  pur- 
ihc  H'uf-.  fuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  the  2d  Inftant. 

Tiie  Poiirion-r.;:i  Upon  the  Motion  of  Mr  Sandys,  the  Penfion-Bill  was 
a^iidfenfto' t.ic"'^'  read  a  third  Time,  without  any  one  Speech  being  made 
V-''^^^-  againd:  it  ;    and  Mr  Sandys  was  ordered  to  carry  the  Bill  to 

the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  defire  their  Concurrence. 
jjames  of  the  f  j^    j  j  _  yjjg  l^ord,  Vcrc  Beauclcrk  reported  the  Names  of 

Vomm.'ttee  sp-  .  .  ...■'. 

poiir.cd  toiiiinirs  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Affair  of  theCha- 
vi./c-.'v'-i'-it-cn'.  ritable-Corporation  ;  as  follows,  viz.  Mr  Perry,  Mr  Palmer, 
Mr  Barnard,  Lord  Vifcoant  Limerick,  Hon.  Mr  Digby, 
Mr  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  Mr  William  Bromley,  Jun. 
Mr  Edward  Har.'ey,  Mr  Walter  Plumer,  Mr  Sandys,  Mr 
Oglethorpe,  Sir  Thomas  Saunderfon,  Sir  John  Ruiliout, 
Lord  Morpeth  J  Mr  1  h.omas  Wyndham,  Sir  Thomas  Robin- 
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fon,    Mr  Danvers,    Mr    Bramflon,    Mr  Winnington,    Mr  Anno  5.  Geo.  ti. 
Conduit,  and  Mr  John  Campbell.  \_'-',"— '    J 

Feb.  14.  The  Houfe  refolv'd  to  prefect  an  Addrefs  to  the  AnAddrefsfor 
King  for  feveral  Papers,  &c.  relating  to  the  Sugar- Coloniee.     fo'^tcViJaJici 

Feb  15.  The  Sugar-Colony  Bill  was  read  a  Tecond  Time  :  lo"'^^- 
Then  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  hear  Counfel  upon  the  faid  Bill,  ly^^^'^l^t- 
which   lafted    alfo  the  17th,    i8th,  and  23d,    during  which  condTime.; 
Time  all  the  Papers  call'd  for  were  laid  before  them. 

Feb.  22,    The  feveral  Papers,    Inftruments,  &c.  relating  ^^■^.j^^w'^lo^'^* 
to  the  Sale  of  the  Earl  of  Derwentwater's  Eftate,  which  had  Derv/cntv/ater'» 
been  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  were  referr'd  to  a  Committee.      .  Commiuoe.  '^ 

Feb.  21^.  The  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  farther  Hearing  of  oebate  on  the 
Counfel  for  and  againft  the  Sugar-Colony  Bill,  and  the  Coun-  Biuf   ^  °"^' 
fel  on  both  Sides  having  finifli'd  their  Argument,  Mr  Win-  ^r  winnington. 
nington  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows  : 
Sir, 
*  I  find  that  fome  of  the  Counfel  at  the  Bar  have  endea- 
voured to  turn  the  AfFair  now  before  us  into  fuch  a  Shape, 
as  if  the  Queilion  to  be  determined  were,  whether  the  Nor- 
thern Colonies,    or  the   Sugar-Colonies  ought  mofl  to  be  en- 
couraged by  this  Houfe.     This,  Sir,  is  not  at  all  the  Queftion 
row  before  us ;  the  AfFair  in  hand  is  the   Difpute  between 
the  Englifh  and  the  French  Commerce  :  We  are  now  to  de- 
termine, whether  we   ought  to  encourage  a  French  Trade, 
which  tends  to  the  Ruin  of  our  own  Sugar-Colonies,  for  I  have 
rot  heard  it  fo  much  as  difputed  by  any   Man,  but  that  they 
mull  be  foon  undone,  if  fome  Redrefs  be  not  given  to  them 
in  Time ;  and  the  only  Redrefs  now  propoled,    the  only  Re- 
drefs they  want  at  prefent  is,  that   a    Parliament  of  England 
will  only  do  as  much  as  they  can  to   difcourage  the  French 
Sugar-Trade.     One  would   realy  imagine,  that   fuch  a  Pro- 
pofition  would  not  meet  with  any  Oppofition   in  a  Britift 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

'  This,  Sir,  being  the  true  State  of  the  Queflion,  I  do  not 
wonder  to  fee  it  twilled  and  turn'd  into  twenty  Shapes,  ra- 
ther than  to  let  it  appear  in  its  own  genuine  and  natural 
Colour  J  but  of  all  the  Lights  this  Affair  has  been  put  into, 
the  moft  invidious  is,  that  of  pretending  that  the  Sugar-Colo- 
nies by  this  Bill  are  contriving  a  Method  of  putting  their 
Sugars  and  Rum  upon  us  at  any  Price  they  pleafc  to  demand  ; 
that  by  this  Bill  they  want  us  to  make  a  Law  for  enabling 
them  to  fell  their  Sugars  and  Rum,  at  a  much  dearer  Price 
than  what  is  necefiary.  If  this.  Sir,  v/ere  truly  the  Cafe,  1 
flioukl  be  againft  this  Bill  as  much  as  any  Man  in  this  Houfe  ; 
but  to  me  it  appears  evident,  that  v/hat  they  want,  is  only 
to  have  fuch  a  Price  for  their  Sugars  and  P.um  as  they  can 
pofiibly  make  them  at  fo  as  to  live  <^hereby  :  This  is  a  rea- 
fonable  Demand,  and  taii  wc  ought  to  pn.nt,  if  it  b?  in  our 
•   V  0  u  U  D  d        "  Power 
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Anno  5.  Geo.  II.  Powcr.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  it  has  been  made  appear,  that 
''^^'j^'  .  the  French  are  our  greateft  Rivals  in  the  Sugar-Trade  ; 
and  it  has  been  likewife  made  appear,  that  the  French  have 
been  enabled  to  become  our  Rivals  in  the  Sugar-Trade,  only 
by  the  Trade  carried  on  between  them  and  our  Northern 
Colonies ;  the  great  Vent  they  thereby  have  for  their  Rum 
and  Moloffes,  and  the  eafy  Accefs  they  thereby  have  to  Lum- 
ber, Horfes,  and  all  other  Neceffaries  for  their  Sugar-Plan- 
tations, which  are  naturally  much  more  fruitful  than  ours, 
enable  them  to  fell  their  Sugars  and  Rum  at  a  much  lower 
Price  than  it  is  pofhble  for  our  Sugar-Planters  to  fell  at  ;  it 
is  therefore  apparent  that  our  Sugar-Plantations  mull  be  un- 
done, or  we  muft  fall  upon  Ways  and  Means  of  preventing 
the  French  from  felling  their  Sugars  fo  cheap  as  they  do  : 
Thofe  Ways  and  Means  are  eafy  ;  they  are  every  Day  in  our 
Power;  put  a  Stop  to  the  Trade  that  is  carried  on  between 
our  own  Colonies  upon  the  Continent  and  the  French  Sugar- 
jflands,  and  you  muft  at  once  a  great  deal  enhance  the  Price 
of  all  French  Sugars  ;  the  Charges  of  making  their  Sugars 
will  then  be  a  great  deal  more,  and  their  Rum  and  Molcfles 
will  yield  them  nothing ;  they  mull  lay  all  Charges  upon  the 
Returns  of  their  Sugars,  and  therefore  it  will  not  be  pofTible 
to  lell  them  fo  cheap  as  they  are  fold  at  prefent.  By  this 
Method  our  own  Sugar-Colonies  will  be  greatly  encourag- 
ed, and  the  French  may  be  totally  undone  ;  whereas  if  we 
leave  Matters  in  the  prefent  Situation,  the  French  Sugar- 
Colonies  will  be  increafing  every  Day,  and  in  a  little  Time  our 
own  will  be  quite  deftroyed. 

'  But,  Sir,  it  has  been  pretended,  that  if  we  put  a  Stop 
to  the  Trade  now  carried  on  between  the  French  Sugar- 
Iflands  and  our  Colonies  upon  the  Continent,  it  will  in  a 
great  Meafure  ruin  our  Colonies  upon  the  Continent,  becaufe 
It  will  entirely  deftroy  their  Fifhcry,  and  alfo  their  Trade 
with  the  Indians,  both  which  are  carried  on  principally  by 
the  Means  of  the  Rum  and  MololTes,  which  our  Colonie.s 
purchafe  at  fo  cheap  a  Rate  from  the  French  Sugar-Iflands : 
Jf  there  were  any  Foundation  for  this,  it  would  indeed  be  a 
very  great  Objeftion  to  the  Bill  now  before  us  ;  but  as  our 
Colonies  upon  the  Continent  carried  on  their  Trade  v/ith 
the  Indians,  and  alfo  their  Fiiheries,  long  before  they  had 
either  Rum  or  Moloffes  from  the  French  Iflands,  it  is  plain 
that  neither  of  thcfe  Trades  can  depend  entirely  upon  their 
'IVade  with  the  French  Sugar-Iflands  ;  but  upon  the  con- 
trary it  is  evident,  that  the  Opening  of  this  Trade  with  thofe 
Tilands,  has  not  only  encouraged  the  French  Sugar-Plantati- 
ons to  the  great  Detriment  of  our  own,  but  has  alfo  in  a 
great  Meafure  difcourag'id  or  rather  entirely  deftroyed  the 
Sale  of  Englilh  Spirits  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  which  is  a 
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Confiderable  Lofs  to  this  Country  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  Anno  j.  ceo.  u, 
before  our  Colonies  upon  the  Continent  of  America  fell  into  \^—'^-,,  t 
this  deftrudive  Trade  with  the  Frenclj   Sugar- lilands,  they  " 

made  ufe  of  great  Quantities  of  Englifli  Spirits,  both  in  their 
Fiihing  Trade,  and  aUo  in  their  I'rade  with  the  Indians. 
And  if  we  (hould  put  a  Stop  to  this  Trade  with  the  French 
Sugar-Iflands,  there  is  no  Doubt  but  our  own  Colonies  would 
again  fall  into  their  former  Method,  and  would  be  able  to 
carry  on  as  extenfive  a  Trade  with  the  Indians,  and  as  great 
a  Trade  in  Filhing,  by  the  means  of  Englilh  Spirits,  as  they 
ever  did  by  the  means  of  French  Rum.  Befides,  Sir,  if 
fome  Rum  or  MolofTes  were  abfolutcly  neceffary,  do  not  we 
know  that  they  could  have  as  much  from  our  own  Sugar- 
Iflands  as  they  had  Occafion  for,  and  within  a  Trifle  at  as 
low  a  Price  as  they  can  have  the  fame  fort  of  Rum  or  Mo- 
lofl'es  from  the  French  Sugar-Iflands  ?  for  in  Proportion  as 
the  French  Sugar-Plantations  decreafe,  it  is  certain  that  our 
own  will  be  daily  increafing  :  Though  Bai  badoes  may  per/- 
haps  be  as  much  improved  as  the  Extent  of  Ground  will  ad- 
mit of,  yet  we  know  that  Jamaica,  and  feveral  other  of  the 
Iflands  belonging  to  us  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  will  ad- 
mit of  very  great  Improvement ;  we  know  that  if  they 
were  all  improved  to  the  full  Extent,  they  would  produca  as 
much  or  very  near  as  much  Sugar,  Rum  and  Molofles  as 
could  be  confumcd  in  Europe  and  in  America.  Thus,  Sir,  to 
me  it  appears  plain,  that  the  Method  propofed  by  the  Bill 
now  before  us,  is  the  only  proper  Method  for  diicouraging 
the  French  Sugar-Plantations,  and  encouraging  our  own  j 
and  that  it  is  a  Method  by  which  no  Part  of  our  own 
Dominions  can  be  any  way  injured  ;  therefore  I  mufi  be 
for  the  Bill,  and  for  that  Reafon,  Sir,  I  move.  That  the  Bill 
may  be  committed. 

This  Motion  being  feconded  by  Mr  Horatio  Walpole,  Mr       n  h    h- 
George  Heathcote  Itood  up  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
Sir, 

*  I  ftiould  with  all  my  Heart  be  for  the  Bill  now  before 
us,  if  I  could  find  any  thing  in  it  that  would  encourage  our 
own  Trade  to  the  Detriment  of  that  of  the  French ;  but 
realy,  Sir,  I  cannot  find  any  fuch  thing  in  this  Bill  ;  upon 
the  contrary,  I  clearly  forefee,  that  by  the  Mctiiod  tliereby 
propofed,  v/e  are  going  to  deftroy  a  very  profitable  Branch 
of  our  own  Trade,  and  to  do  all  that  is  in  our  Power  to  en- 
courage, or  rather  to  fet  up  a  new  Trade  for  the  French, 
which  they  of  themfelves,  notwithltanding  their  utmoll'  En- 
deavours for  that  Purpofe  have  never  been  able  to  accoin- 
plifli.  We  are  amufing  ourfelves  with  a  vain  Conceit,  th,it 
it  is  impolfible  for  the  French  to  carry  on  or  manage  tlu-ir 
Sugai--Plantations,  without  the  AHifuincc  of  the  Liirnbcr, 
D  d  z  llvifci 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  II.  HorCes  and  Other  Neceffaries,  which  they  have  from  our 
«7j»-3i-  Colonies  upon  the  Continent ;  and  that  their  Rum  and  Mo- 
loffes  would  be  of  no  ufe  to  them,  if  they  could  not  difpofc 
of  them  to  the  Inhabitants  of  our  Northern  Colonies.  If  it 
were  fo,  I  am  fure  the  French  would  permit  that  Trade  to 
be  carried  on  openly  and  freely  ;  they  would  not  leave  it 
under  the  Difcouragement  of  being  carried  on  in  a  clan- 
deftine  Manner,  by  giving  great  Bribes  to  the  Governors  of 
their  Sugar-Iflands  :  W«-  have  no  Reafon  to  defpife  the 
French  Knowledge  as  to  the  Methods  of  improving  any  Trade 
they  aim  at ;  and  we  know  that  they  have  for  feveral  Years 
been  doing  every  thing  that  was  in  their  Power  to  encourage 
their  Sugar-Plantations.  Can  we  then  imagine,  that  they 
would  liave  left  fuch  Checks  and  Difcouragements  upon  the 
Trade  between  their  Sugar-Iflands  and  our  Northern  Colonies, 
if  they  had  thought  that  their  Sugar-Works  or  Plantations 
could  not  fubfiil  without  it  ?  No,  they  know  that  that  Trade 
is  a  great  Hindrance  to  the  Improvement  of  their  own  Colo- 
nies upon  the  Continent,  and  therefore  they  have  endeavour- 
ed to  put  a  Stop  to  it  by  Degrees,  but  have  never  as  yet  been 
able  to  effeftuate  what  they  propofed  ;  and  now  we  are  by  a 
publick  Law  to  contribute  as  much  as  we  can  to  render 
their  Endeavours  eiredlual.  I  muft  therefore  look  upon 
what  is  propofed  by  this  Bill,  as  a  Method  not  at  all  certain 
for  improving  our  own  Sugar-Plantations  to  the  Difcourage- 
ment of  f.he  French,  but  as  an  infallible  Method  for  improv- 
ing the  French  Colonies  upon  the  Continent  to  the  very  great 
Difcouragement  c.  our  own  ;  I  therefore  think,  I  have 
very  good  Reafon  to  be  againlt  the  Bill  as  it  now  Hands,  and 
confequently  I  muft  be  againft  committing  it. 

j^ir  -Pcvrf.  Mr   Perry  fpoke  next. 

Sir, 
*  The  Affair  now  before  us  is  of  fuch  Confequence  to 
the  Navigation,  the  Trade,  and  the  Happinefs  of  this  Nation, 
that  it  ought  to  be  weighed  with  the  utmoft  Nicety  and  Ex- 
adlnefs :  There  may  be  a  great  deal  faid  upon  both  Sides 
of  the  Queftion.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  not  had  Oppor- 
ti.uities  of  acquiring  fo  extenfive,  and  fo  general  a  Know- 
ledge of  Trade  as  the  worthy  Gentleman  upon  the  Floor, 
Vvho  fpoke  firft  in  the  prefent  Debate ;  but  as  I  have  been 
dealing  in  Trade  ever  fmce  my  .Infancy,  I  have  a  good  many 
Fafts  to  lay  before  you,  and  feveral  Things  to  fay  upon  the 
Subjed  in  hand,  which,  in  my  Opinion,  ought  to  make  us 
extremely  cautious  of  laying  any  Rellridlions  upon  the  Trade 
of  any  Part  of  our  Dominions.  But  it  is  now,  I  think,  too 
late  to  enter  upon  a  Debate  of  fo  ferious,  and  fo  extenfive  a 
Nature  ;  and  therefore  I  am  for  adjourning  the  Debate  till 
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to-morrow,  or  any  other  Day  this  Houle   fhall  pleafe  to  Ahno  5.  ceo.  h. 

fix  on.  C-^l^^^ 

Then  Mr  Barnard  rofe  up,  and  (aid,  Mi^imd!^""^ 

Sir, 
*  If  the  Houfe  be  refolved  to  proceed,  I  will  fpeak  to  the 
Affair  in  hand  ;  but  if  otherways,  I  will  not  now  offer  to  de- 
tain them  with  any  thing  that  I  have  to  fay  upon  the  Sub- 
jeft.  [Here  he  made  a  Pau/e,  and  the  Houfe  feeming  inclin- 
ed to  proceed,  he  'went  on  as  follo-ws.']  In  the  Quellion  now 
before  us.  Sir,  it  is  certain  that  feme  Relief  ought  to  be 
immediately  thought  of  for  our  Sugar-Colonies.  Our  Sugar- 
Trade  is  without  Doubt  at  prefent  in  a  moll  lamentable  Con- 
dition, and  mull  neceflarily  in  a  few  Years  be  quite  undone, 
at  leaft  in  fo  far  as  regards  our  Exportation  to  foreign 
Markets  :  But,  Sir,  I  am  very  far  from  thinking  that  the 
Method,  propofed  by  the  Bill  now  before  us,  is  the  pro- 
per Method  for  giving  Relief  to  our  Sugar-Colonies  ;  I  do 
not  think  it  will  afford  them  any  Relief  ;  it  may  cramp  and 
injure  our  Northern  Colonies  in  fome  Branches  of  Trade  now 
carried  on  by  them,  but  it  never  can  be  of  any  Advantage  to 
our  own  Sugar-Colonies,  as  long  as  they  make  more  Sugar 
than  is  requifite  for  anfwering  the  Confumption  within  our 
own  Dominions.  I  fhould  be  glad  that  we  could  fall  upon 
any  way  of  making  the  French  Sugars  dearer  than  they  are 
at  prefent,  but  I  am  afraid  all  Attempts  of  that  Nature 
will  prove  to  be  chimerical  ;  and  I  am  fure  there  is  no  Me- 
thod propofed  by  the  Bill  now  before  us,  that  can  in  the  lai/l 
anfwer  that  Purpofe :  As  to  Lumber,  Horfes,  and  other 
NecefTaries  for  Sugar-Plantations,  which  are  row  brought 
from  our  Colonies  upon  the  Continent  to  the  French  Sugar- 
Iflands,  there  is  no  Provifion  in  this  Bill  againlt  their  being 
furnifhed  with  fuch  Things  from  thence  for  the  future  ;  and 
it  would  be  very  wrong  to  make  any  fuch  Provifion  ;  for  it 
is  very  certain,  that  if  they  could  not  have  fuch  Things  from 
our  Colonies,  they  would  foon  fall  into  the  way  of  having  all. 
fuch  NecefTaries  from  their  own  Colony  at  Canada.  It  can- 
not be  pretended  but  that  the  French  Colony  at  Canada, 
with  a  very  little  Encouragement,  would  foon  be  able  to 
furnifh  the  French  Sugar-Iflands  with  Lumber,  Horfes,  and 
all  fuch  NecefTaries  :  Though  the  Navigation  of  that  River 
be  difficult  and  uncertain  in  the  Winter  lime,  yet  they  might 
eafily  fall  upon  a  way  of  bringing  all  fuch  Stores  down  tiiat 
River  in  the  proper  Seafon,  and  lodging  them  at  their  ov.  n 
Settlement  at  Cape  Briton,  from  whence  they  could  eafily 
be  tranfported  to  their  Sugar-Iflands  at  all  Seafons  of  tlie 
Year  :  This,  Sir,  would,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  the  Confcquence- 
of  our  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  fuch  Things  from  our 
Colonies  to  the  Fren;h  Sugar-Iflands  s   and  thus,  iuilcad  of 
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difcouraging  their  Sugar-Plantations,  or  enhancing  the  Price 
or  iirft  Coft  of  their  Sugars,  we  fhould  by  a  Britifh  Aft  of 
Parliament  do  more  towards  the  encouraging  their  Settlements 
at  Canada  and  Cape  Briton,  than  they  themfelves  with  all 
their  Edifts  and  Arbitrary  Power,  have  been  able  to  do  fmce 
the  firft  Eftabliihment  of  thofe  Settlements.  In  a  little  Time 
we  might  expeft  to  fee  thofe  Northern  Seas  fwarming  with 
French  Ships  and  Sloops,  and  a  great  Part  of  the  Trade  of 
our  own  Northern  Colonies  being  thereby  deftroyed,  our  own 
Seamen  muft  either  ftarve  at  home,  or  run  into  the  Service 
of  the  French  for  the  fake  of  daily  Bread. 

*  But,  Sir,  granting  that  it  were  impoffible  for  the  French 
Sugar-Iflands  to  have  what  Horfes,  Lumber,  and  fuch 
Things  they  want,  from  their  own  Colonies  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, or  from  any  other  Part  of  America  befides  our 
Settlements  there,  yet  we  all  know  that  they  could  have 
Plenty  of  all  thofe  Neceflaries  from  France  itfelf  j 
and  it  is  well  known,  that  Sugars  are  fuch  bulky  Com- 
modities, that  they  require  a  great  many  Ships  to  bring 
them  to  Europe,  which  Ships  return  again  to  the  Weft-In- 
dies for  the  moft  part  in  Balaft,  fo  that  the  Freight  out- 
wards is  generally  at  a  very  low  Rate  j  by  which  Means 
they  might  have  all  fuch  Things  from  Europe,  for  a  very 
little  more  than  prime  Coft  :  And  fuppofe  that  the  Price  of 
fuch  Things  flood  them  a  little  more  than  what  is  paid  for 
them  in  our  Sugar-Iflands,  yet  we  know  that  fuch  a  fmall 
Sum  of  Money  is  laid  out  in  furnifhing  a  Sugar-Planta- 
tion with  all  fuch  Neceffaries,  that  it  bears  but  a  very  fmall 
Proportion  to  the  other  Charges  that  are  neceffary  in  fur- 
nifliing  and  managing  fuch  a  Plantation  ;  the  Difference 
in  this  Refpeft  between  the  Charges  of  a  Plantation,  in 
their  Illands  or  in  ours,  would  be  fo  fmall  that  it  could  not 
be  taken  Notice  of,  nor  would  it  any  way  enhance  the 
Price  of  their   Sugars  in  any  Market  in  Europe. 

As  to  Rum,  I  think  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  French 
deal  much  either  in  the  making  or  vendmg  of  that  Com- 
modity,, biit  it  is  faid,  That  our  Northern  Colonies  purchafe 
all  their  MoloiTes  from  them,  and  thereby  contribute  to- 
wards the  enabling  of  them  to  fell  their  Sugars  at  the  low 
Price  they  do  at  prefent  ;  and  it  is  farcher  faid.  That  if 
our  People  upon  the  Continent  of  America  did  not  purchafe 
their  Moloftes  of  them,  they  could  make  nothing  of  them 
in  any  other  Way  :  This  is  realy  fuppofing  the  French  to 
be  a  more  ftupid  Sort  of  People  than  any  of  the  Native  In- 
dians upon  the  Continent.  They  know  that  Rum  is  made  of 
Mobiles  ;  thc-y  know  that  Rum  is  valuable  in  almoft  every 
Part  of  the  World  ;  they  underftand  the  Art  of  Diitil- 
ling  Rum  from  MoIoHl's ;  or  if  they  do  not,  it  is  certain 
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there  is  no  fuch  mighty  Secret  in  the  Art,  but  that  they  ^"""^s-.'Jf' •  "• 
may  eafily  learn  it.  Can  it  then  be  doubted,  but  that  if 
they  could  not  fell  their  Molofles  to  our  Colonies  upon  the 
Continent,  they  would  fet  up  Stills  of  their  own,  and  make 
Rum  out  of  their  own  Molofles  ?  And  could  not  they  fell 
that  Rum  both  in  America,  Africa,  and  Europe,  as  well  as 
we  do  ?  To  this  it  is  anfwered.  That  their  Government 
would  not  allow  them  to  make  or  fell  Rum;  becaufe  it 
would  prejudice  the  Sale  of  Brandy,  which  is  the  natural 
Produft  of  France  itfelf :  But  this  we  have  not  the  leaft  Rea- 
•fon  to  fuppofe  ;  for  if  the  very  Being,  or  even  the  Weil-Being 
of  the  French  Sugar-Colonies  depended  upon  their  mak- 
ing and  felling  Rum,  we  cannot  luppofe,  that  the  French 
Government  would  ruin  them,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
Price  of  their  Brandies  ;  unlefs  we  were  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
King  of  France,  and  all  his  Advifers,  were  Matters  of  Vine- 
yards and  of  nothing  elfe  :  We  may  as  well  fuppofe,  that 
the  King  of  France  would  make  an  Edift,  for  obliging  their 
Sugar-Planters  to  throw  all  thiir  MoloflTes  into  the  Sea  ; 
becaufe  if  they  are  made  into  Rum  in  any  Place,  either  in 
Europe  or  America,  it  may  prevent  or  prejudice  the  Sale 
of  French  Brandies.  We  muft  therefore  prefume,  that  if 
the  French  Sugar-Planters  could  not  difpofe  of  their  Molof- 
fes  in  the  Way  they  now  do,  they  would  not  only  be  per- 
mitted, but  would  adlually  fet  up  Stills  of  their  own,  and 
would  make  their  Molofles  into  Rum,  and  fend  it  to  Eu  - 
rope  ;  alfo  to  their  own  Colonies  of  Mifliifippi,  Canada,  and 
Cape-Briton,  in  order  to  fupply  all  the  Indian  Nations  there- 
with at  a  cheap  Rate  ;  and  they  would  likewife  be  able  to 
fmuggle  a  great  deal  of  it  into  our  Northern  Colonies,  and  e- 
ven  into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  notwithftanding  any  Laws 
we  could  make,  or  any  Precautions  we  could  ufe  to  the  con- 
trary. We  may  perhaps,  by  putting  Arbitrary  Powers  into 
the  Hands  of  our  Commiflloners  of  the  Culloms  and  Ex- 
cife,  make  it  difficult  to  bring  French  Rum  afhore  in  any  of 
our  Dominions  ;  but  it  would  be  abfolutely  impoflible  to 
prevent  the  Sale  of  it  to  our  Fifliing  VeiTels  in  the  North 
Parts  of  America.  Thus  inftead  of  buying  their  Molof- 
fes  at  the  cheap  Rate  we  now  do,  and  having  the  Advan- 
tage of  manufacturing  them  into  Rum  ourfelves,  we  fliould 
give  them  the  Advantage  of  the  Manufafture,  and  fhould 
buy  their  Rum  at  a  dear  Rate  ;  and  inftead  of  giving 
them  Lumber  and  other  fuch  Goods  for  their  Molofles,  we 
Diould  be  obliged  to  give  them  ready  Money  for  their  Rum. 
As  the  Sale  of  our  Lumber,  Horfes,  and  fuch  Things,  even 
now  depends  entirely  upon  the  Courtefy  of  the  Gover- 
rours  of  their  Sugar-Iflands,  we  may  depejid  upon  it,  that 
if  our  People  coujd  take  nothing  but  ready  Money  fi  cm  them 
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in  Exchange  for  fuch  Goods,  no  fuch  Sale  would  ever  be 
allowed  of ;  fuch  ftrift  Injundbons  would  be  fent  over,  that 
their  Governours  durft  never  venture  to  permit,  or  even  fo 
much  as  to  wink  at,  any  Britifli  Ships  ever  coming  into  any 
of  their  Ports,  and  thofe  Goods  are  too  bulky  to  be  fmug- 
gled  into  any  Part  of  the  World. 

*  Since  then.    Sir,  we  cannot  propofe  to  make  the  Cofi:  of 
the  French  Sugars  higher  than  it  is  at  prefent,  let   us  con- 
fider  and  examine  if  we  cannot  make  the  Coft  of  our  own 
Sugars  lefs,  in   order  thereby  to  enable  our  Sugar- Colonies 
to  fell  their  Sugars  at  a  lower  Price,  than  they  can  pof- 
fibly  do  at  prefent :  This,  Sir,  is  the  proper  and  only  Con- 
fideration  for   this  Houfe  to  enter  into.     We  ought  never 
to  make  Laws,  for  encouraging  or  enabling  our  Subjefts  to 
fell   the  Produce  or  Manufafture  of  their  Country  at  a  high 
Price,  but  we  ought    to  contrive  all  Ways  and  Means  for 
enabling   them  to    fell  cheap  ;  for  in  all  Matters  relating 
to  Trade,  we  ought  chiefly  to  confider  the  Foreign   Expor- 
tation ;  and  it  is  certain,   thift  at  all    Foreign    Markets  thofe 
wlio  fell  cheapeft  will  carry  off  the  Sale,  and  turn  all  others 
out  of  the   Trade  :  We  may  indeed  confine  our  own  Sub- 
jects to  the  buying  of  what  Sugars  they  have  Ufe  for,   from 
our   own  Sugar-Colonies,  at   any  Price  they  pleafe   to   put 
upon  what  they  have  to  fell,  but  we  have  no  Power  over 
Foreigners  ;  fo  that   unlefs  our  Sugar-Planters  do  fell  their 
Sugars   as   cheap  as  any  other  Sugar-Planters   can  do,  we 
fhall  foon  lofe  our  whole  Foreign  Trade  as  to  Sugars  :  And 
even  as  to  our  Home-Trade,  our  Sugar-Planters  muft  all  join 
together,    and  confider  nicely    the  Home-Confumption,     if 
they  have    a  mind  to   keep  their  Sugars  at  a  much  higher 
Price,  than  what  they  are  fold  for  in  other  Parts  of  Europe  ; 
for  if  thsv  in  any  one  Year  make  more  Sugars  than  we  can 
confume  at  Home,  it  will  of  courfe  run  down  the  Price  of 
all  their  Sugars  for  that  Year,  even   at  Home  amongft  our 
felves.  Suppofmg  that  we  confume  80,000  Hogfheads  of  Su- 
gar every  Year,  if  they  fhould  in  any  one  Year  fend  home 
1 00,000  Hogflieads,    the   additional  20,000,  which  we  have 
no  Occafion  for,  cannot   be  fent  abroad,  they  muft  be  fold 
amongft  ourfelves  ;  and  the  Sale  of  that   20,000  would  run 
down  the   Price   of  the  whole  1 00,000.     So   that  let  us  put 
this  Affair  in  what  Shape  we  v/ill,  the  Methods  propofed  by 
this  Bill  can  never  be  any  real  Relief  to  our  Sugar-Colonies. 

*  There  are  many  Ways,  Sir,  for  enabling  our  Dealers  in 
Sugar  to  fell  their  Sugars  at  a  lefs  Price,  than  they  can  do 
at  prefent ;  one  Method  the  French  have  long  ago  chalked 
out  to  us,  and  that  only  I  fhall  mention  at  prefent.  The 
French  forefaw  the  great  Advantage  of  encouraging  their 
Juignr-Colcnic-  ;  lhe\  knew  the  Hardlhips  that  Ours  laboured 

under 


(       217       ) 

under,  from  their  being  obliged  to  fend  all  their  Sugars  to  Anno  ?.  Geo.  ii. 
be  unloaded  in  England,  before  they  could  be  exported  to  .  ,'— '-^'  j 
any  other  Part  of  Europe  :  They  kne^  how  greatly  this 
enhanced  the  Price  of  our  Sugars,  at  all  the  Markets  in 
Europe;  and  in  order  to  give  their  Sugar-Colonies  an  Ad- 
vantage over  ours,  they  gave  them  a  Liberty  of  fending  their 
Sugars  direftly  to  foreign  Markets,  without  unloading,  or 
fo  much  as  touching  at  any  Port  in  France.  This  is  an  Ad- 
vantage over  our  Sugar-Colonies,  which  the  French  Sugar- 
Colonies  have  enjoyed  for  feveral  Years.  Let  us  then  follow 
the  Example  of  our  Neighbours  the  French  ;  let  us  at 
leafl;  put  our  Sugar-Colonies  upon  an  equal  Footing  with  their 
Rivals.  This  will  be  one  great  Encouragement  to  them,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Bill,  a  great 
many  others  may  be  thought  of,  which  will  be  real  Advan- . 
tages  to  them,  without  doing  any  Injury  to  any  of  our  other 
Colonies  in  that  Part  of  the  World.' 

Mr  Barnard  was  replied  to  by  Colonel  Bladen  ;  Coionei  Blades. 

Sir, 

*  As  the  only  Difpute  now  is,  whether  this  Bill  ought  to 
be  committed,  I  think  the  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lalt,  has 
given  a  very  good  Reafon  for  the  committing  thereof ;  he 
faid.  That  fome  Relief  ought  certainly  to  be  given  to  our 
Sugar-Colonies,  if  any  fuch  can  poffibly  be  contrived  or 
thought  on.  I  believe  every  Member  of  this  Honfe  is  of 
the  fame  Opinion,  and  therefore  every  one  muft  think,  that 
the  Bill  ought  to  be  committed.  We  Ihall  thereby  have  Time 
to  confider  and  examine  all  the  Circumllances  of  fo  weighty 
an  Affair  ;  we  Ihall  have  Time  to  confult  and  advife  with 
all  thofe  of  our  Acquaintance,  who  underftand  any  thing  of 
Trade  and  Commerce,  by  which  Means  we  may  have  an 
Opportunity  of  contriving  the  moft  proper  Methods  for  en- 
couraging and  promoting  our  Sugar-Trade,  without  injuring 
any  other  Branch  of  our  Trade  ;  and  when  we  are  in  a 
Committee  upon  the  Bill,  every  Member  will  then  have  an 
Opportunity  of  offering  fuch  Claufes  and  Amendments  as  he 
may  then  think  proper  :  In  my  Opinion,  it  cannot  fo  much 
as  admit  of  a  Debate,  whether  the  Bill  is  to  be  committed  or 
not.  The  leaft  Delay  in  this  Affair  may  be  the  Occafion  of 
the  Lofs  of  the  Bill,  and  therefore  I  am  for  committing  it 
immediately.' 

Mr  Oglethorpe  fpoke  next  :  Mr  o?ictiiorpc. 

Sir, 

*  There  never  was  perhaps  before  this  Houfe  an  Affair  of 
grtater  Moment,  than  the  Affair  which  is  now  before  us. 
The  whole  Britifh  Trade,  all  our  Colonies  and  Settlements 
in  America,  may  be  ruined  and  undone,  or  very  much  en- 
couraged and   Ilrengthefl^d   by  the  RefoKuions   v;e    c^me 
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*nno  J.  Geo.  11.  to  upoti  the  pr«fent  Occafion.  Every  Man,  who  knows  any 
thing  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this  Nation,  knows 
how  much  the  whole  depends  upon  our  Colonies  in  the 
Weft-Indies.  Every  Man  may  fee  by  the  Accounts  that 
have  been  laid  before  us,  what  vaft  Quantities  of  Goods 
are  every  Year  brought  from  thence,  by  the  Re-exportation 
of  which  we  balance  our  Trade  with  almoft  every  Nation 
in  Europe  j  and  I  believe  I  may  fay,  that  it  is  owing  to  this 
only,  that  the  general  Balance  of  Trade  has  always  con-» 
tinued  fo  much  in  our  Favour. 

*  Let  us  but  confiHer  the  vaft  Quantities  of  Goods,  the 
vaft  Quantities  of  Britifti  Manufafture  and  Produce,  fent  from 
hence  every  Year  to  our  feveral  Settlements  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  ;  let  us  but  confider  what  Numbers  of  Britifti  Ships 
and  Britifti  Seamen  are  employ'd  in  the  Weft-India  Trade, 
and  we  ftiall  fee  how  much  that  Trade  and  thofe  Settlements 
ought  to  be  the  Care  and  the  Concern  of  a  Britifti  Parlia- 
ment. 

*  Our  Sugar-Colonies  are  of  great  Confequence  to  us,  and 
I  join  in  Opinion  with  thofe,  who  think  that  we  ought  not 
'to  leave  them  under  any  Hardfliips,  or  under  any  Diftrefs. 
Let  it  never  be  faid  of  a  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
the  Diftrefs  of  any  of  their  Fellow-Subjefls  was  pointed  out 
to  them,  and  they  negledled  or  delayed  to  do  what  was  in 
their  Power  for  their  Relief :  But  our  other  Colonies  in  that 
Part  of  the  World,  ought  alfo  to  be  confider'd  ;  from  theni 
we  have  likewife  Yearly  very  large  Quantities  of  Goods, 
fuch  as  Tobacco,  Rice,  Naval-Stores,  and  the  like,  which 
contribute  not  a  little  towards  preferving  the  general  Ba- 
lance of  Trade  in  our  Favour.  We  ought  not  to  encourage 
or  raife  one  Colony  upon  the  Deftrudlion  or  Detriment  of 
another  ;  much  lefs  ought  we  to  grant  a  Favour  to  any  Sub- 
jeft,  or  to  any  particular  Set  of  People,  which  may  prove  to 
be  againft  the  publick  Good  of  the  Nation  in  general. 

*  I  am  convinced,  that  fome  Relief,  or  fome  new  En- 
couragement ought  to  be  given  to  our  Sugar-Colonies,  and  I 
ftiall  readily  join  in  any  Meafure  for  that  End,  which  is  not 
inconiiftent  with  the  publick  Good  :  But  this.  Sir,  is  no 
Keafon  for  committing  the  Bill  now  before  us  ;  for  if  there 
is  not  one  Claufe  or  one  Article  in  it  proper  for  the  Purpofe 
for  which  it  was  defigned,  we  cannot  properly  go  into  a 
Committee  upon  it  ;  we  may  in  a  Committee  upon  a  Bill 
^dd  Claufes ;  v,s  may  make  Amendments,  but  we  are  not  to 
maltc  a  new  Biil.  In  fuch  a  Cafe  the  proper  Method  would 
b:',  to  have  the  prefent  Bill  withdrawn,  and  to  have  a  new 
Bill  brouglit  in  ;  and  this  will  be  a  much  furer  and  a  fpeedicr 
Method  of  procuring  Relief  for  our  Sugar-Colonies,  than 
py  iciiUinc  up  a  Bill  to  the  other  Houfe,    fo  irregular  or   fo 
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improper^  that  they  may  find  themfelves  under  a  Neceffity 
of  throwing  it  out,  or  which  is  much  the  fame,  of  letting 
3t  drop  in  their  Houfe,  whereby  our  Sugar-Colonies  will  be 
obliged  to  continue  for  one  Year  more,  at  leall,  under  the 
Hardlhips  and  Incumbrances,  which  now  lie  fo  heavy  upon 
them.  This  Affair  being  therefore  of  the  utmoft  Confe- 
quence,  I  muft  be  of  Opinion,  that  it  is  now  too  late,  and 
the  Houfe  too  thin,  for  entering  upon  the  prefent  Debate  : 
Befides,  Gentlemen,  we  ought  to  have  a  Regard  to  the  Chair, 
and  not  fubjedl  him  to  fo  great  and  fo  long  a  Fatigue  ;  I  muft 
therefore  join  in  the  Motion  that  the  Debate  may  be  ad- 
journed till  fome  other  Day.' 

Then  Mr  Giles  Erie  Hood  up,  and  faid  : 

Sir, 
*  As  the  great  Advantage  reaped  by  the  Nation,  by  any 
Branch  of  its  Trade  or  Manufadlure,  depends  upon  the 
Exportation  ;  therefore  when  any  Matter  of  Trade  comes 
to  be  conlidered  in  this  Houfe,  we  ought  to  regard  only 
thofe  Methods  or  Means,  which  may  tend  towards  the  en- 
couraging and  promoting  the  Exportation  of  any  Manufac- 
ture :  Now  as  to  the  Cafe  before  us,  if  our  Colonies  do  not 
fell  their  Sugars  cheaper,  or  at  leall  as  cheap  as  the  French, 
Dutch,  or  any  other  Nation  can  poffibly  do,  it  is  certain, 
that  no  Part  of  that  Manufafture  can  poffibly  be  exported  to 
any  foreign  Market.  I  fhall  therefore  be  for  any  Method, 
that  can  reafonably  be  propofed,  for  enabling  them  to  fell 
cheaper  than  they  do  at  prefent,  but  I  fliall  never  be  for 
impowering  them  to  exaft  higher  Prices  from  any  of  their 
Fellow-Subjedts,  being  convinc'd,  that  no  Laws  we  can 
make,  can  oblige  Foreigners  to  pay  a  higher  Price  for  our 
Sugars,  than  that  for  which  they  may  every  Day  purchafe 
foreign  Sugars  of  equal  Goodnefs.'' 

Then  Mr  Barnard  and  fome  other  Members  declaring, 
*  That  they  would  rather  be  for  having  the  Bill  committed, 
than  that  it  fhould  be  thrown  out ;  becaufe  they  thought  it 
was  neceffary  to  do  fomething,  this  Seflion  of  Parliament,  to- 
wards the  Relief  of  our  Sugar-Colonies  ;  the  Queftion 
was  thereupon  put  for  committing  the  Bill,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Fei.  25.  Sir  Charles  Turner  prefenteJ  the  Salt-Bill  to 
the  Houfe,  which  was  read  the  fiiit  Time,  and  order'd 
to  be  read  a  fecond  Time  ^  and  a  Motion  being  made  for 
reading  it  a  fecond  Time  on  the  2d  of  March,  the  fame  was 
llrenuoufly  oppofed,  as  being  too  Ihort  a  Time  for  ccnlider- 
ing  a  Bill  of  fb  much  Confequence  ;  but  upon  a  Divifion,  it 
was  carried  in  the  AfHrmative,  by  2c6  againll  i  8c. 

The  fame  Day  Mr  Sandys  reported  from   the  Committee 

appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Aflair  of  the  Charitable  Coipo- 

E  e  a  ration. 


Anno  J.  Geo.  11. 
I7JI-3Z. 


Mr  Gi!-.s  E;!-, 


The  Suo;3r  Colony 
Bill  coinmiiud. 


The  Salt-Bill  read 
a  iiift  Time,  and 
ordcr'il  a  lecoii^l 
RUiiJiiig. 


(      220      ) 

^"i-i-f  ■ "'  r^tio">  the  Refult  of  their  Inquiry  as  to  the  Time,  Manner, 
V,,.^-^^  ^  and  Circurnftances  of  George  Robinfon,  Efq;  Member  for 
Debate  concerning  Marlow,  and  Mr  John  Thompfon's  withdrawing  themfelves 
Robinfcm,  aMc;n-  bcyond  thc  Scas.  Then  a  Debate  arofe  as  to  expelling  Mr  Ro- 
wh^°to'iic1h«witl  binfon  ;  many  Members  were  for  expelling  him  immediately, 
John  Thompion,    becaufc  tho'  they  were  to  endeavour,  by  Rewards  and  Punilh- 

iiad  fled  beyond  ,.•',.  .  .       '      -^     ,  -.^.^ 

Sea,  on  account  of  ments,  to  brmg  him  over  in  order  to  make  a  JDiicovery,  yet 
ptTfaiio'I^'^  '*^'^°'  they  were  to  have  a  particular  Regard  to  their  own  Honour : 
That  it  was  propofed  to  grant  him  a  general  Indemnity  by  Aft 
of  Parliament ;  and  putting  the  Cafe  that  he  thereupon  came 
over,  and  made  as  full  and  as  ample  a  Difcovery  as  could 
be  defired,  yet  he  would  ftill  continue  a  Rogue,  notwith- 
ftanding  fuch  Compliance ;  and  no  Man  of  Honour  would 
keep  him  Company  :  That  therefore  it  would  be  very  impro- 
per that  he  fhould  continue  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  ;  and 
for  that  Reafon  it  would  be  neceffary  to  expel  him  before 
the  bringing  in  of  this  Bill  for  a  general  Indemnity  ;  for  if 
the  Bill  were  once  pafTed,  he  might  next  Minute  take  the 
Benefit  of  it,  and  they  could  not  in  Honour  afterwards  ex- 
pel him  ;  becaufe  it  would  be  inflifting  a  Punilhment  upon 
him  for  a  Crime,  for  which  he  had  got  an  Indemnity  by  Aft 
of  Parliament.' 

To  this  it  was  anfwer'd,  *  That  it  were  to  be  wifh'd  that 
the  expelling  or  not  expelling  of  him  had  not  been  men- 
tioned :  That  the  only  Thing  they  had  then  before  them,  was 
to  contrive  Means  for  prevailing  upon  him  to  come  over  and 
make  a  Difcovery  of  that  whole  Affair  :  That  if  they  lliould 
then  expel  him,  it  would  be  terrifying  him  from  coming  over 
at  the  fame  Time  that  tliey  were  inviting  him  to  come,  which 
would  be  a  very  inconfiilent  Manner  of  Proceeding  :  That 
befides,  it  was  not  regular  for  them  to  proceed  direftly  to 
the  expelh'ng  of  him,  without  giving  him  Time  to  be  heard  : 
That  by  the  Report  then  made  to  them,  there  was  no  Crime 
as  yet  proved  againft  him  ;  for  by  that  Report  they  could  take 
no  Notice  of  any  thing  but  his  Bankruptcy,  and  as  to  that 
he  ought  at  leaft  to  have  Time  to  be  heard  before  he  was  ex- 
pelled :  That  the  Honour  of  the  Houfe  was  as  much  con- 
cerned in  proceeding  regularly  even  againft  a  Rogue,  as  in 
not  fitting  with  a  Rogue  ;  and  therefore  they  were  againft 
fo  abrupt  a  Method  of  expelling  him.' 

To  this  it  was  reply 'd,  '  That  by  the  Report  then  made 
to  them  it  appeared,  that  a  Statute  of  Bankruptcy  had  been 
iffued  againft  him  ;  and  that  thereby  his  whole  Eftate,  Real  and 
Perfonal,  was  vcfted  in  the  Commiffioners,  and  confequently 
he  could  not  have  the  Qualification  as  to  an  Eftate,  that  was 
neceffary  for  every  Man  in  order  to  intitle  him  to  a  Seat  in 
that  Houfe  :  That  moreover,  by  the  Laws  relating  to  Bank- 
rupts, a  Bankrupt  was  deglared  to  be  out  of  the  King's  Pro- 
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teftion ;  he  was  in  a  manner  an  Outlaw,  and  therefore  could 
not  continue  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  for  that  Reafon 
they  thought  that  the  Bankruptcy  alone \vas  fufficient  Ground 
for  the  Houfe  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  expelling  of 
him/ 

Hereupon  fome  Members,    Barrifters  at  Law,    declar'd, 

*  That  the  Queftion  as  to  a  Man's  being  a  Bankrupt  or  not, 
could  not  properly  come  before  them,  more  efpecially  before  he 
had  fubmitted  and  acknowledged  himfelf  a  Bankrupt :  That 
a  Statute  of  Bankruptcy's  being  taken  out  againll  a  Man, 
was  no  incontrovertible  Proof  of  his  being  a  Bankrupt ;  be- 
caufe  if  upon  his  Petition  it  fhould  appear  that  he  was  not 
a  Bankrupt,  the  Statute  would  in  that  Cafe  be  fuperfeded  : ' 
They  allow'd,  '  That  by  one  of  the  Laws  againft  Bankrupts  in 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Time,  a  Man  who  was  declared  a  Bank- 
rupt according  to  that  Statute,  was  declared  to  be  out  of  her 
Majefty's  Proteftion  ;  but  that  there  had  been  very  few  de- 
clared Bankrupts  according  to  that  Aft  :  That  they  did 
not  know  of  any  one  but  Mr  Ward  of  Hackney  ;  and 
that  therefore  no  Argument  could  be  drawn  from  that  Sta- 
tute as  to  the  Cafe  in  Hand.' 

Then  Mr  Peiham  propofed,  *  That  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  Mr  H.Peihiim. 
to  be  brought  in  as  to  Robinfon,  ihould  contain  an  Excep- 
tion as  to  the  Privilege  of  his  fitting  in  that  Houfe,  by  which 
they  would  leave  themfelves  at  Liberty  to  adl  as  they  thought 
proper,  fuppofmg  he  fhould  appear  and  take  the  Benefit  of 
the  Indemnity  to  be  granted  him.'     To  this  it  was  objefted, 

*  That  the  fending  up  of  fuch  a  Bill  to  the  other  Houfe, 
would  be  giving  them  a  Power  to  intermeddle  in  an  Affair 
relating  to  the  Privilege  of  that  Houfe,  which  was  not  at  all 
proper  to  be  done,  and  therefore  it  was  propofed  to  have 
the  Indemnity  Special  ;  but  this  likwife  was  objefted  to,  as 
being  what  would  not  be  tffedual  for  the  Purpofe  intended, 
becaufe  upon  fuch  an  Indemnity  it  was  not  to  be  prefumed 
that  Robinfon  would  come  over  ;  that  he  could  not  be  thereby 
fccured  againft  Parliamentary  Cenfures,  and  therefore  he 
would  never  trull  to  any  Special  Indemnity.' 

Then  it  was  order'd,  'I'hat  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  a  Bm  orderM  for 
Bill  for  the  Appearance  of  George  Robinfon,  Efq;  at  a  cer-  Geon''c''Robi'n'ioi?^ 
tain  Time  to  be  fix'din  the  Bill;  and  it  was  alfo  order'd.  That  ana  juhirrbomir 
Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  encourage  and  compel 
JohnThompfon  and  his  Accomplices  to  furrender  themfelves, 
with  the  Books  and  Elfeds  of  the  Corporation,  at  a  certaio 
'lime  to  be  fix'd  in  the  fame  Bill. 

March  2.  The  Salt-Bill  was,  purfuant  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  to  have  been  read  the  fecond  Time ;  but  before  the 
Reading  thereof,  M^:  W^Ui&in,  Pujteney  Itood  up  and  fpoke, 
«ii  follo>ys ; 
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Anno  j.  Geo.  Hi  Sir, 

»7?i-3i  .  t  gy  f}jg  ancient  Orders  and  Methods  of  Proceeding  in  this 
Houfe,  nothing  relating  to  the  raifing  of  Money,  or  Taxing 
the  People,  can  properly  be  brought  before  us,  till  it  has 
gone  regularly  through  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
In  the  Committee  of  Supply  we  examine  every  Article  re- 
lating to  the  Publick  Service  ;  we  fettle  the  feveral  Articles ; 
we  examine  what  Sums  will  be  neceflary  for  each  Article  ; 
and  we  refolve  upon  granting  fuch  Sums  as  we  then  deter- 
mine to  be  neceflary.  In  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  we  take  into  our  Confideration  thofe  Methods,  which 
are  propofed  for  raifmg  the  Sums  refolved  on  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  after  we  have  fixed  upon  thofe  Me- 
thods which  are  judged  moft  proper,  we  order  a  Bill  dr  Bills 
to  be  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  the  Refolutions  then  made  : 
This  has  been  the  conftant  and  uninterrupted  Method  of  Pro- 
ceeding in  all  fuch  Matters  )  and  therefore  it  is  certain  that 
no  Bill,  relating  to  the  Taxing  of  the  Peoplej  can  be  regular- 
ly brought  into  this  Houfe,  till  it  has  once  been  confidered 
of,  and  refolved  upon  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
When  this  Affair  about  the  Salt-Duty  was  brought  before  us 
in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  only  thing  that 
was  then  thought  of,  was,  the  laying  the  fame  Duties  upon 
Salt,  as  had  been  laid  on  by  the  Afts  of  the  5  th  and  6th 
and  of  the  9  th  and  loth  Years  of  King  William  III.  and 
thereupon  we  came  to  a  Refolution  for  reviving  thofe 
Duties  :  This  was  the  Refolution  as  to  the  Duty  upon  Salt 
we  then  came  to,  and  in  purfuance  of  this  Refolution  a  Bill 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  j  but  by  the  Bill  brought  in, 
as  pretended,  in  purfuance  of  that  Refolution,  I  find  that  a 
great  many  Laws  are  thereby  to  be  revived,  which  we  never 
fo  much  as  thought  of,  or  once  mentioned  in  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

*  Befides,  Sir,  I  find  that  by  this  Bill  there  is  a  new  Tax 
to  be  laid  upon  the  People  of  Great  Britain  ;  a  Tax  I  find 
is  by  this  Bill  to  be  laid  upon  white  Herrings ;  and  I  am 
fure  there  was  no  fuch  Tax  ever  mentioned  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  nor  did  we  come  to  any  Refolution 
for  laying  any  fuch  Tax  upon  the  People  of  Great  Britain. 
There  is  not  fo  much  as  one  Word  of  Herrings,  or  of  any 
other  Fiili,  in  the  Refolution  we  then  came  to.  Since  then 
the  Bill  now  before  us  is  no  way  warranted  by  that  Refolu- 
tion, the  Pafling  thereof  as  it  now  itands  would  be  a  break- 
ing through  the  mod  folernn  Orders  of  this  Houfe,  in  Mat- 
ters of  the  higheft  Confequencc,  That  of  raifing  Money 
and  taxing  the  People  of  Great  Britain  ;  I  therefore  think. 
Sir,  that  the  Bill  brought  in  ought  to  be  withdrawn,  and  this 
whok  Affidr  hiQ\>ghi  ngain  to  bg  confider*?;!  in  the  Commit- 
tee 
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tee  of  Ways  and  Means.  As  we  are  now  more  apprized  of 
the  Matter  before  us,  than  we  were  at  firft,  we  may  upon 
fecond  Confideration  come  to  fuch  Refijlutions,  as  may  au- 
thorize the  bringing  in  and  pafling  of  fuch  a  Bill  as  is  now 
before  us,  without  tranfgreffing  the  ancient  Orders  and  con- 
stant Rules  of  Proceeding  in  Matters  of  fo  great  Confequence. 

To  this  Mr   Scrope  anfwer'd  ;  Mr  scrope, 

Sir, 
'  The  Objeftion  that  has  been  made,  as  to  Order,  cannot 
properly  come  in  to  be  debated  till  the  Bill  has  been  read,  for 
till  then  we  cannot  pretend  to  be  certain  of  the  Contents  j  if 
the  honourable  Gentleman  thinks  proper,  he  may  then  in- 
lift  upon  his  Objedion  ;  but  in  my  Opinion,  there  is  not 
the  leaft  Foundation  for  fuch  an  Objeftion  j  for  when  the  Bill 
is  read,  I  believe  it  will  appear,  that  there  is  no  Law  men- 
tioned therein  to  be  revived,  but  what  is  generally  referred 
to  in  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ; 
and  it  has  always  been  the  Pradice  of  this  Houfe,  to  revive 
Laws  by  a  General  Reference  :  There  are  every  Year  fome 
expired  or  expiring  Laws  revived  or  continued  by  a  General 
Reference  to  them,  without  particularly  and  at  length  re- 
citing every  one  of  them. 

Hereupon  Sir  John  Rulhout  replied  :  Sk  j.  Ruftout. 

Sir, 
*  As  I  was  from  the  beginning,  fo  I  am  ftill  againft  this 
extraordinary  Method  of  raifmg  Money  by  laying  a  Duty 
upon  Salt  ;  but  fmce  fuch  a  Method  was  to  be  chofen,  the 
regular  Way  would  have  certainly  been  to  have  come  to  this 
downright  and  plain  Refolution,  That  a  Duty  of  fo  much 
per  Bulhel  Ihould  be  laid  upon  all  home-made  Salt  for  a 
Term  of  three  Years.  I  now  find  fuch  a  regular  and  plain 
Refolution  was  not  to  be  made,  becaufe  in  fuch  a  Cafe  there 
could  not  have  been  the  leaft  Pretence  for  not  making  the 
Duty  general  all  over  the  United  Kingdoms  j  and  therefore 
to  fave  a  Part  of  the  Nation  from  the  Payment  of  the  greateft 
Part  of  this  Duty,  this  extraordinary  Method  has  been  taken, 
which  is  as  inconfiftent  with  the  ancient  Method  of  Proceed-? 
ing  in  Parliament,  as  the  Duty  itfelf  is  inconfiftent  with  the 
Freedom  or  the  Happinefs  of  the  People :  But  we  fee  the  Con-, 
fequence  ;  for  by  taking  this  new  and  extraordinary  Method, 
a  Blunder  was  committed  in  the  very  firft  Formation  of  the 
Refolution  which  we  were  to  come  to  ;  whether  that  was 
realy  a  Blunder,  or  a  Defign  to  fave  fome  People  from  paying 
any  thing  towards  this  Tax,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to.  deter- 
mine ;  but  I  would  have  fome  People  to  confider,  that  it 
Jo  very  probable  this  Tax  may  be  continued  after  the  Ex- 
piration of  this  Term  of  three  Years  ;  and  if  it  be,  it  is  not 
very  probable  that  the  Indulgence  now  to  be  granted,  will 
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then  be  continued.     This  Blunder  or  Defign,  be  it  which  it 
will,  in  the  forming  of  the  Refolution  which  we  were  to 
come  to  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  was  however 
accidentally  then  taken  notice  of>  and  was  accordingly  cor- 
redled  in  the  beft  Manner  poffible  ;  but  I  wifli.  Sir,  that  the 
Gentlemen  who   were  then,  and  feem  ftill  to  be  fo  fond  of 
this  extraordinary  Method  of  taxing   their  Fellow- Subj efts, 
had   then  likewife   taken  Notice  of  all  the  other  Blunders 
that  were  then  committed,  rather  than  that  the  ancient  Me- 
thod of  Proceeding  in  this  Houfe  lliould  be  altered,  or  that 
this  Houfe  fhould,  by  fuch  Blunders,  be  brought  in  to  do  any 
thing  that  is  irregular  in  an  Affair  of  fo  great  Confequence. 
Mr  Wai.  Piumer.       Mr  Walter  Plumcf   fpoke  next. 
Sir, 
*  When  this  Affair  was  under  our   Confideration  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  there  was  not  certainly  any 
Duty  or  Tax  mentioned,   but  thofe    that  were   laid  on  by 
the  Afts  of  the    5  th  and  6th,  and  of  the  9th  and   loth  Years 
of  the  Reign  of  King  William  :  There  was  no  other  Duty 
{o  much  as  mentioned  at  that  Time,  by   any  Gentleman  in 
the  Committee  ;  but  it  appears  by  this  Bill  now  before  us, 
that  there  are  Afts  of  Parliament  to  be  revived,  by  which  a 
cjuite  different  Duty  was  laid  upon  the  Subjefts  of  this  Na- 
tion :  Thefe  Afts  being  repealed,  they  are  now  in  the  fame 
Cafe  as  if  no  fuch  Afts  had   ever  been  made,  and    therefore 
the  reviving  of  them  is  the  very  fame  Thing,  as  to  make  a 
new  Law  for  the  Taxing  of  the  People  of  this  Nation  ;  and 
confequently  it  muft  be   granted,  that  the  reviv.ng  of  them, 
without  having  confidered  them  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  coming  to  a  proper  Refolution  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  is  contrary  to  the  conllant  Praftice  of  this  Houfe,  in  all 
Matters  relating   to    the    raifmg  of  Money,   or   impofing 
Taxes  upon  thofe  who  fent  us  hither,  for  the  Prefervation  of 
their  Liberties  and  Properties,  as  well  as  of  our  own.     The 
Taxing  of  the   People,   is  an   Affair  of  the  higheft  Confe- 
quence ;  no  Tax  ought  to  be  agreed  to,  without  the  jnoft 
mature  Deliberation  ;  and  for  that  Reason  our  Forefathers 
cftablifhed  it  as  a  Maxim,  never  to  impofe  any  Tax,  without 
firft  having   it   under  our   Confideration  in   the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  ;  fo   that  as  long  as  v/e  ouferve    the 
ancient  Orders  of  this  Houfe,  no  Tax  can  ever  be  impofed, 
\vithout   coming   feveral    Times  under  the  Confideration  of 
the  Houfe  ;  but  if  we  depart  but  one  Step  from  this  ancient 
Cuftom,  it  will    be  a  molt  dangerous  Precedent ;  wc  know 
how  eafily  bad  Precedents  are  improved  upon,  and  by  fuch 
Improvements  our   Conflitution  may    be  quite  overturned  : 
The  moft  heavy  Taxes  may  come  to  be  the  Pioduce  of  a 
Dty,  nay  the  Produce  of  a  few  Hoars, 

*  But^ 
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*  But,  Sir,  This  is  not  all :  By  this  extraordinary  Bill, 
and  this  extraordinary  Method  of  Proceeding,  there  is  ano- 
ther dangerous  Precedent  introduced,  another  Breach  of  the 
Orders  of  this  Houfe  committed.  In  all  Bills  by  which  the 
People  of  this  Realm  are  fubjefted  to  any  Penalties  or  For- 
feitures, it  is  the  ancient  and  the  known  Praftice  of  this 
Houfe,  to  leave  Blanks  for  fuch  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  in 
the  firft  Draught  of  the  Bill,  which  Blanks  are  never  filled 
up  till  the  Afrair  comes  before  the  Houfe  in  a  Grand  Com- 
mittee upon  the  Bill  :  It  mull  be  twice  read  and  confidered 
before  fuch  Blanks  are  filled  up,  and  a  confiderable  Time 
mull  intervene  between  the  firft  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  the 
filling  up  of  fuch  Blanks,  in  which  Time  every  Member  has 
an  Opportunity  to  confider  the  AiFair,  to  confult  with 
others,  and  to  determine  whether  it  be  confiftent  with  the 
Liberties  of  the  People,  to  fubjeft  them  to  any  Penalties  or 
Forfeitures  in  fuch  Cafes,  and  to  what  Penalties  or  Forfei- 
tures it  may  be  proper  to  make  them  liable.  This  is  a  wife 
and  a  neccffary  Precaution,  and  ought  not  to  be  departed 
from  upon  any  Account  whatfoever :  But  in  the  Cafe  now 
before  us,  we  are  to  revive  feveral  Laws,  which  is  the  fame 
thing  as  to  make  new  Laws,  by  which  the  People  are  fub- 
jefted  to  many  and  grievous  Penalties  and  Forfeitures,  with- 
out giving  ourfelves  any  Opportunity  to  confider  of  fuch  Pe- 
nalties and  Forfeitures  when  this  Bill  comes  before  us  in  a 
Committee  ;  becaufe  all  the  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  are  al- 
ready filled  up  in  the  Laws  referred  to  and  to  be  revived  by 
this  Bill  as  it  now  ftands.  The  Circumftances  of  Things 
and  of  Countries  alter  every  Day  ;  thofe  Penalties  and  For- 
feitures, to  which  the  People  were  fubjeft  by  thofe  Laws 
while  fubfifting,  may  now  be  extravagant,  may  now  be  ab- 
folutely  inconfiilent  with  the  Freedom  of  the  People,  though 
they  were  not  fo  when  thofe  Laws  were  firft  made  ;  and 
therefore  there  having  been  once  fuch  Penalties  and  Forfei- 
tures eftablifhed,  cannot  aiFord  us  the  leall  Pretence  for  de- 
parting from  an  Ancient  Cuftom,  which  has  been  fo  long  ob- 
ferved,  and  has  always  been  deemed  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  this  Na- 
tion. For  which  Reafon,  Sir,  I  fliall  be  for  the  withdrawing 
of  this  Bill,  and  refuming  the  Confideration  of  this  Affair  in 
the   Committee   of  Ways  r.nd  Means.' 

To  this  Sir  Robert  Walpole  made  the  following  Anfwer  :     sh  R.  u 
Sir, 

*  I  have  been  long  accuftomed  to  be  affronted  and  infult- 
ed,  both  within  Doors  and  without  ;  but  while  my  Intenti- 
ons are  good,  while  my  only  Aim  is  to  ferve  my  Country  to 
the  beft  of  my  Knowledge,  and  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Power, 
I  ihall  always  difregard  the  Reflcdions  that  are  thrown  out 
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Anno  y.  Geo.  H.  by  thofc,  whofc  Sentiments  or  Views  may  be  different  from 
mine.  Gentlemen  may  talk  which  way  they  pleafe  about 
Blunders,  but  there  was  no  Blunder,  nor  any  bad  Defign  in 
the  firft  or  iecond  Draught  of  the  Refolution  paffed  in  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  nor  in  the  drr.  ving  up  of 
the  Bill  which  has  been  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  that 
Refolution.  Even  by  the  firlt  Draught  of  that  Refolution, 
there  was  no  Part  of  the  Nation,  but  what  was  fubjefted  to 
the  Duties  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  Salt :  There  were  fome 
Doubts  then  Itarted,  which  were,  in  my  Opinion,  without 
any  Foundation  :  However,  to  fatisfy  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
had  raifed  fuch  Doubts,  fome  Words  were  Immediaiely  add- 
ed, which,  according  to  their  own  Confeffion,  put  the  Matter 
out  of  Difpute  :  And  even  the  Cafe  which  is  now  pretended 
to  be  a  Blunder,  was  under  Confideration,  and  the  Words  of 
the  Refolution  were  concerted  fo  as  to  prevent  tliis,  or  any 
reafonable  Exceptions  being  taken  to  the  Bill  when  it  fhould 
'  be  brought  in.  The  Words  of  the  Refolution  we  came  to 
in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were,  '  That  towards 

*  raifmg  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefly,  the  ftveral 
'  Duties  on  home-made  Salt,  granted  to  the  late  King  William 

*  and  Queen  Mary,  by  an  Ad  of  the  5  th  and  6th  Years  cf 
'  their  Reign,  ior  a  'I'erm  of  Years,  and  afterwards  made 
'  perpetual ;  and  alfo  the  additional  Duties  on  Salt,  grant- 
'  ed  by   an  Aft  of  the  gih  and    10th  Years  of  his  iaid  late 

*  Majeily  King  William,  and  all  the  Duties  chargeable 
'  on  home-made  Salt  in  Great  Britain,  which  by  an  Aft  of 

*  the  3d  Year  of  his  prefect  Majefty's  Reign,  ceafed  and  de- 
'  determined  on  the  2,-tli  of  Day  of  December    1730,  be 

*  revived  and  granted  to  his  Majeily,  his  Heirs  and  Succef- 

*  fors,  for  the  Term  of  three  Years,  from  the  25  th  of  March 
'  next,  1732-'  I  really  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what 
Words  are  wanting  in  this  Refolution  ;  for  my  own  part,  I 
cannot  imagine  any  one  Word  to  be  wanting,  unlefs  it  be  the 
Word  a?/d,  before  the  Word  'nchich  ;  but  the  leaving  out 
even  of  this  Word  afid  was  no  Blunder  ;  even  that  Word 
was  then  under  our  Confideration,  and  it  was  judged,  that  it 
was  better  to  leave  it  out. 

'  I  am  fure,  Sir,  that  there  is  no  Man  but  muil  upon  the 
reading  over  of  that  Refolution  conclude,  that  it  refers  to  all 
and  every  one  of  the  Afts  any  way  relating  to  the  Salt-Duty, 
which  were  repealed  by  the  faid  Aft  of  the  3d  Year  of  his 
prefent  Majelty's  R.eign.  The  two  Afts  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary's,  and  of  King  William's  Reign,  which  are  there 
particularly  mentioned,  were  the  only  two  Afts  of  all  thofe 
ih.al  are  to  be  revived,  h}-  which  any  Tax  or  Duty  was  laid 
.ipon  the  Subjt'ft.  It  had  indeed  been  difcovered,  that  by 
Mciin?  of  the  Drawbacks  which  were  aliowed  upon  the  Ex- 
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portation  t)f  Herrings,  a  great  many  Frauds  had  been  com-  Anr.os.  Gto  ii, 
mitted,  and  the  Publick  had  been  cheated  out  of  very  large 
Sums  of  Money ;  and  therefore  it  was  afterwards  found  ne- 
ceffary  to  take  offthofe  Duties  which  by  thofe  Laws  in  King 
William's  Time  were  paid  upon  all  Salt  ufed  in  the  Curing  of 
White  Herrings  ;  and  the  fame  were  accordingly  taken  off, 
by  an  A&.  of  the  8th  of  the  late  King,  and  a  proportionable 
Duty  was  thereby  laid  upon  White  Herrings  cured  with  Salt 
for  Home-Confumption  :  But  is  it  not  plain  that  this  was  no 
new  Duty  ?  it  was  no  new  Tax  laid  upon  the  People  ;  it  was 
only  a  new  Method  of  raifmg  the  Duty  upon  fuch  Salt  as 
Ihould  be  thereafter  made  ufe  of  in  Salting  of  Herrings,  and 
therefore  it  was  applied  to  the  fame  Purpofes,  to  which  the 
Duties  upon  Salt  had  been  before  applied  ;  it  was  not  look- 
ed on  as  a  new  Fund,  nor  was  it  applied  to  any  new  Pur- 
pofes ;  nay  it  was  fo  much  looked  on  as  a  Duty  ftill  remain^ 
ing  upon  Salt,  that  when  the  A&  was  made  for  abolifhing  the 
Duties  upon  Salt,  this  Dut)*  upon  Herrings  was  not  fo  much 
as  mentioned  in  the  Adl ;  and  yet  by  that  Aft  this  Duty 
ceafed  and  was  abolilhed  as  well  as  all  the  other  Duties  upon 
Salt.  It  is  therefore  plain  we  do  not  tranfgrefs  the  Orders 
of  this  Houfe,  or  the  ancient  Method  of  Proceeding  with  re- 
fpeft  to  Taxes  ;  there  is  no  Tax  by  this  Bill  to  be  laid  upon 
the  People,  but  what  was  under  our  Confideration  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  and  particularly  referred  to  in  the  Re- 
folution  then  made.' 

'  As  to  the  other  Afts  which  are  to  be  revived  by  the  Bill 

row  before  us,  they  were  all  made  for  the  more  regular  raif- 

ing  of  that  Duty,  which   had   been  laid  on  by  the  faid  two 

Afts  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  William  and  Mary,  and   the  gth 

and  loth  of  William,  and  for  preventing  the  Frauds  wiiich 

might   be   committed  with   relation  thereunto.     Wlicn   we 

were  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  had  had  the 

Reviving  of  thofe  Duties  under  our  Conilderation,  could  any 

Jrtan  then  imagine  that  we  were  to  revive  thoic  Duties,  and 

yet  not  revive  all  thofe  Laws,  which  had  been  made   for  the 

regular   and  fair   raifing  of  them  ?  No  Man  could  form  to 

himfelffuch  an  abfurd  Imagination.     The fe  Laws  were  all 

repealed  by  the  Aft  of  the  1  bird  of  his  prelent  Majelly,  and  as 

that  Aft  is  particularly  mentioned  in  the  Refolutiun  ue  came 

to,  therefore  we    muft    grant  that   every  one   of  the  L:\\\'h 

mentioned  in  this  Bill  to   be  revived  are  generally  refeired  to 

in  that  Refolution.     The  very  Nature  of  the  Thing  itfclf,  as 

well  as  this  general  Reference,  brought   every  one  of  thoic 

Laws  neceffarily  under  our   Confideration  ;  and  it  is  certain 

that  if  any  of  us  had  had  any  Objcftion  to  the  Reviving  cf 

any  of  thofe  Laws,   fuch  Objeftion    v/ould  then   have  been 

llarted,  and  would  have  been  fully  confidered  ;  but  no  rea- 

F  f  z  fon.ibl<. 
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Anno  5.  Ceo.  II.  fonablc  Objeflion  could  then,  or  can  now  be  made  to  the  re- 
^J7it-i^    ^^  viving  of  any  of  them,  or  of  any  Part  of  any  of  them ,  Surely 
no  Man  will  fay,   that  it  was  neceffary  tomention  particular- 
ly every  one  of  thofe  Laws  in  the  Refolution  we  then  came 
to  J  it  was  certainly  enough  to  refer  to  them  in  general  as 
repealed  by  the  Aft  of  the  Third  Year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jelly  ;  fuch   References  are   frequent  in   the  Refolutions  of 
this  Houfe  ;  it  is  what  is  done  every  Year  with  regard  to  the 
Malt-Tax,  and  yet  the  Malt-Tax  Aft  of  the  preceeding  Year, 
is  as  much  a  dead  Law,  before  the  new  one  takes  place,  as 
any  Law  whatever.     Every  Aft  that  ever  was  paffed  in  this 
Houfe  for  raifmg  the  Malt-Tax,    is  in  every  Claufe  thereof 
as  much  a  new  Law  as  any  Aft  that  is  by  this  Bill  to  be  re- 
vived, and  therefore  it  cannot  be  faid  that  there  is  any  Law 
now  to  be  revived,  but  what  was  under   our  Confideratidn  in 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  is  as  much  referred  to  by  the 
Refolution  we  then  came  to,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  Cafes,  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  Method  of  Proceeding  in  all  fuch  Affairs. 
'  Even  as  to  Laws  inflifting  Pains  and  Penalties  upon  the 
Subjeft,    we  know,  that  it  is  the   common   Praftice  of  this 
Houfe  to  revive  luch  Laws  by  a  General  Refolution  ;  it  is 
praftifed  every  Year  ;  Laws  expiring  or  expired  are  continued 
or  revived   by   General  Refolutions  and   General    Claufes, 
without  any  new  Recital  of  the  whole  Aft  fo  to  be  continued 
or  revived,   or  leaving   the   Penalties  blank  to  be  filled  up 
when  the  Houle  goes  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Bill,  which 
is  brought  in  for  the  continuing  or  reviving  of  fuch  Laws ; 
there  are,  I  believe,  Sir,  a  hundred  fuch    Precedents   in  tlie 
Journals  of  this  Houfe.     The   making  of  a  general  Recital 
of  the  Laws  to  be  revived  by  this  Bill,  is  only  making  a  fhort 
Bill  in  place  of  a  Book  as  laj-ge  as  the  Land-Tax  Bill.  In  my 
Opinion,  there  was  not  an  abfolute  Neceflity  even  to    have 
mentioned  in  this  Bill  every  Law  that  was  to  be  thereby  re- 
vived ;  a  general    Revival  of  all  the  Laws  repealed  by  the 
Aft  of  the   Third  of  his   prefent   Mijefty  would  have  b*n 
eaough  ;  even  fuch  a  general   Revival   would  not  have  been 
contrary  to  any  of  the  Orders  of  this  Houfe  ;  but  it   was 
thought  proper  to  mention  every   Law  particularly,  that  no 
Man  might  have   it  to  fay,   that   he  was    catched,  or    that 
any  thing  was  fecretly  foifted  in,  or  included  under  the  gene- 
ral Words  of  the  Bill,  which  was  not  under  Confideration  at 
the  Time  the  Bill  was  paffed  ' 
4  w  wyndhaui.      Sir  William  Wyndhain  fpoke  next. 
Sir, 
*  As  to  this  Tax  upon  Salt,  I  mufl  Hill  fay,  that  I  cannot 
but  look  upon  it  as  a  very  great   Grievance  upon  the  poor 
of  this  Nation.     The  pooreft  Labourer  confumes  for  his  own 
Perfonal  Ufc  ae  much,  nay  more  Salt  than  any  Member  of 

this 
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this   Houfe,  or  any  rich  Man  in  the  Nation,  and  thei^fore  '^"°  ^■Jp^°-  "• 

we  muft  reckon  that   the  Poor  pay   as  much  as  the  Rich : 

There  are  but  very  few  of  the  poor  Labourers  and  Tradef- 

men  that  live  in  the  Families  of  thofe  that  employ  them, 

they  generally  live   upon  the  daily  Wages  they  receive,  and 

it  is  very  hard  to  make  fuch  a  poor  Man  pay  out  of  the 

poor  Pittance  of  Wages  he  receives  for  his  daily  Support,  as 

much  towards  the  Publick  Expence,  as  is  paid  by  the  richell 

Man   in  the  Nation.     We  ought.  Sir,  to  confider,  that  by 

taking  from  the  Rich,  we  only  dimimfh  their  Luscury,  but 

by  fqueezing  from  the  Poor,  we  increafe  their  Mifery.   This, 

Sir,  muft  be  a   moving  Confideration  to  every   Man   that 

has  any  Bowels  of  Compaffion  towards  his  Fellow-Creatures. 

*  But,  Sir,  befides  opprefling  the  Poor,  we  are  now,  I  find, 
to  overturn  the  Method  of  Proceeding  always  obferved  in 
this  Houfe  in  the  like  Cafes.  This,  Sir,  is  of  the  utmoft 
Confeqaence  to  the  very  Being  of  our  Conftitution.  The 
ancient  Orders  of  this  Houfe  ought  moft  punctually  to  be  ob- 
ferved. Some  of  them  may  perhaps  feem  to  be  of  little 
Confequence  :  But  if  we  fall  into  a  Way  of  breaking  thro' 
them  upon  flight  Occafions  we  Ihall  foon  fall  into  Confu- 
fion  ;  then  indeed  we  may  probably  difcover,  that  thofe  Or- 
ders which  we  now  think  to  be  trivial,  were  of  the  utmoft 
Confequence  ;  but  then  it  will  be  too  late.  I  am  realy  far- 
prized  to  hear  it  faid,  that  a  Tax  upon  White  Herrings  is 
a  fax  upon  Salt :  We  may  as  well  fay,  that  a  Duty  upon 
Fifh,  is  a  Duty  upon  Flefh,  or  that  Fifh  is  Flefh  :  AjkI  if 
we  once  come  to  give  fuch  a  blind  and  implicit  AfTent  to 
the  Didates  or  AfTertions  of  any  Man  breathing,  we  may 
have  Freedom,  we  may  have  Liberty,  but  I  am  lure  iz  can- 
not then  be  faid,  that  we  make  any  Ufe  of  the  Freedom  we 
enjoy.  We  may  perhaps  now  agree  to  this  odd  Propofi- 
tion,  that  a  Duty  upon  Fifh  is  a  Duty  upon  Salt  ;  but  I  am 
fure  this  Houfe  was  of  a  different  Opinion  when  this  Du- 
ty was  taken  ofFof  the  Salt,  and  laid  upon  White  Herrings ; 
it  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  quite  different  Duty,  and  there- 
fore the  laying  on  of  this  Duty  upon  White  Herrings,  was 
lirft  taken  into  Confideration  in  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  and  a  Refolution  was  there  made  for  the  layin;.'; 
on  of  this  Duty  upon  White  Herrings  cured  for  Homc- 
Confumption,  in  the  Place  of  the  Duty  that  had  beeii 
before  laid  upon  the  Salt  with  which  they  were  cured.  1; 
it  had  not  then  been  looked  on  as  a  different  Duty,  there 
was  no  Neceflity  for  having  taken  it  into  our  Confidera- 
tion in  the  Committee  for  Ways  and  Means,  or  for  or.r 
having  made  a  Rcfoluticn  in  that  Committee  before  any  Ei!l 
Conld   be  brought  in   for  that   Pur;,  (c. 

'  But  it    fcemS;  Su-,  thib  Tax  upon  Herrings,  or  •  he  Tax: 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  u.  upoh  Salt,  bas  fmce  that  Time  changed  its  Nature  j  fof  A 
Bill  I  find  is  now  brought  in  for  reviving  the  Duty  upon 
White  Herrings,  in  Purfuance  of  a  Refolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  for  reviving  the  Duties  upon 
Salt,  laid  on  by  two  Afts,  in  that  Refolution  particularly  men- 
tioned ;  in  neither  of  which  is  there  one  Word  mentioned 
of  any  Duty  upon  White  Herrings:  This  Pretence  might 
perhaps  have  admitted  offome  Shew  of  Reafon,  if  neither 
of  thefe  Afts  had  been  mentioned  ;  if  we  had  in  general 
refolved  to  revive  the  feveral  Duties  on  home-made  Salt, 
which  by  an  Aft  of  tlie  3d  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign 
ceafed  and  determined,  fuch  a  general  Refolution  might  have 
perhaps  afforded  fome  Pretence  for  reviving  this  Duty  upon 
White  HerriPxgs,  but  even  in  that  Cafe  the  Pretence  would 
have  been  a  very  lame  one  j  for  in  order  to  include  this 
Tax  upon  Herrings,  we  ought  to  have  made  our  Refolution 
ftill  more  general  ;  we  ought  to  have  refolved,  to  revive 
the  feveral  Duties  which  by  the  Aft  of  the  3d  of  his  pre- 
fent Majefty  ceafed  and  determined,  without  the  inferting  of 
thofe  Words  Home-made  Salt  ;  for  by  the  inferting  of  thofe 
Words,  we  confined  the  general  Reference  after-mentioned 
to  the  Duties  on  home-made  Salt  only,  and  by  the  infert- 
ing particularly  thofe  Laws  of  King  William's  Reign,  we 
Itill  more  ftrongly  confined  our  felves  to  thofe  Duties,  even 
on  home-made  Salt,  which  were  laid  on  by  thofe  two  Afts 
only  :  If  there  had  been  any  additional  Duty  laid  even  upon 
Salt  by  any  other  Aft,  furely  no  Man  will  fay,  that  by  our 
Refolution,  fuch  a  Duty  could  have  been  revived,  though 
the  fame  had  ceafed  and  determined  by  the  Aft  of  the  3d 
of  his  prefent  Majefty.  Nor  is  it  any  Argument  for  proving 
this  Duty  upon  Fifli,  to  be  a  Duty  upon  Salt,  that  it  ceafed 
and  determined  by  the  fame  Law  by  which  the  Duties  upon 
Salt  were  taken  off,  though  in  that  Law  there  was  no  Men- 
tion made  of  the  Duty  upon  White  Herrings  ;  becaufe  by 
the  very  Aft  which  eftablifhes  tliis  Duty  upon  White  Her- 
rings, there  is  an  exprefs  Provifion,  that  this  Duty  upoii 
Herrings  fliould  ceafe  and  determine  as  foon  as  the  Duty 
upon  Salt  fhould  be  taken  off,  or  in  Proportion,  in  cafe  any 
Part  of  the  Duty  upon  Salt  fhould  be  taken  off,  as  every  Gen- 
tleman may  fee  who  has  a  Mind  to  perufe  the  Aft  of  the 
8th  of  his  late  Majefty,  by  which  this  Duty  upon  Herrings 
was  firft  eftablillied. 

*  It  has  been  pretended,  that  Precedents  may  be  found  in 
the  Journals  of  this  Houfe  for  warranting  the  Method  of  re- 
viving Laws,  which  is  now  contended  for  ;  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  fuch  Precedent  can  be  found.  An  obfolete  Lav; 
may  without  doubt  be  revived  by  a  new  Law.  A  Law  re- 
pealed may  be  revived,  by  repcnling  cf  that  Law,  by  which 
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it  was  repealed  :  But  I  do  not  believe,  that  ever  any  Law 
was  revived,  tilt  after  the  Houfe  had  taken  fuch  Law  parti- 
cularly into  their  Confideration  in  fome  fort  of  Committee 
or  another.  The  expired  or  expiring  Laws  are  never  re- 
vived or  continued  till  they  have  been  feverally  and  par- 
ticularly examined  and  confidered  of  in  a  Committee,  and 
a  particular  Refolution  made  as  to  each  :  Do  not  we  every 
Year  name  a  Committee  for  infpefting  into  the  Laws  ex- 
pired or  near  expiring,  and  for  confidering  which  of  them, 
and  what  Parts  of  each,  are  fit  to  be  revived  or  conti- 
nued ?  Does  not  that  Committee  examine  every  one  of  them 
particularly,  and  come  to  a  Refolution  upon  each  Law  by 
itfelf?  Are  not  thofe  Refolutions  reported  to  the  Houfe? 
Then  the  Houfe  takes  every  one  of  thofe  Refolutions  fe- 
parately  into  Confideration,  and  orders  a  Bill  or  Bills  to  be 
brought  in,  in  Purfuance  of  fuch  of  the  Refolutions  as  are 
agreed  unto  by  the  Houfe.  Every  Member  of  this  Houfe 
knows  that  this  is  the  conllant  Method  of  continuing  or  re- 
viving the  Laws  that  arc  expiring  or  expired.  And  is  not 
this  diredly  contrary  to  the  Metliod  we  are  now  about  ?  Caa 
any  P.Ian  fay,  that  any  one  of  the  Laws  to  be  revived  by 
this  Bill,  was  ever  taken  into  Confideration  by  any  Com- 
mittee of  this  Houfe,  or  that  any  Refolution  has  been  made 
and  agreed  to  for  reviving  all  or  any  one  of  them  ?  There 
was  not  fo  much  as  one  of  them  mentioned  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  ai;d  Means,  when  we  had  the  reviving  of 
the  Duties  upon  Salt  under  our, Confideration.  They  are 
neither  generally  nor  particularly  referred  to  in  the  Refolu* 
fion  we  then  came  to.  In  the  whole  Refolution,  there  is  not 
fo  much  as  one  Word  mentioned  of  the  reviving  any  Law 
whatever  ;  we  refolved  only  upon  reviving  of  the  Duties, 
we  did  not  fo  much  as  think  of  reviving  any  of  the  Laws 
relating  to  the  collefting  of  fuch  Duties.  That  ought  to 
have  been  the  Affair  of  another  Day  ;  we  ought  to  have  taken 
tveiy  one  of  them  feparately  into  o.ur  Confideration,  in  order 
to  have  determined  which  of  them  were  proper  to  have  been 
revived ;  and  we  ought  to  have  come  to  a  particular  Re- 
folution as  to  each  ;  and  then  in  Purfuance  of  all  thofe  Re- 
folutions, fuch  a  Bill  as  the  prefent  might  have  been  regu- 
larly brought  in. 

'  As  to  the  Malt-Tax-Bill,  there  is  no  fort  of  Parallel.  It 
is  true,  the  Malt-Tax- Aft  of  the  preceding  Year  muft  cer- 
tainly be  expired  before  the  new  one  can  take  Place  ;  but 
while  the  new  Bill  is  under  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
the  old  is  fubf  lling  :  Yet  even  in  that  Cafe  we  do  not  lay  any 
Tax  upon  the  Subjeft,  till  it  has  been  particularly  before  us 
in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  We  there  take  all 
the   Duties  laid  on  by  the  fonner  Bill  particularly  into  our 
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Confideration,  and  the  Refolution  we  always  come  to  Is, 
that  the  fame  Duties  fliall  be  raifed  upon  Malt,  &c.  which 
were  raifed  by  fuch  a  former  Ai.\,  particularly  therein  refer- 
red to  ;  upon  this  Refolution  a  new  Bill  is  brought  in  for 
continuing  the  fame  Duties  :  This  new  Bill  is  indeed  gene- 
rally much  the  fame  with  the  former  ;  but  in  this  Cafe 
there  is  no  repealed  or  expired  Law  revived  :  The  Bill  is 
entirely  new,  and  whatever  Penalties  or  Forfeitures  are  there- 
by to  be  inflifted  upon  the  Subjeft,  are  left  blank  to  be 
filled  up  when  the  Houfe  goes  into  a  Committee  upon  the 
Bill  :  The  fame  Penalties  are  indeed  generally  filled  up,  but 
not  till  the  Houfe  has  an  Opportunity  to  examine  them  in 
a  Committee  upon  the  Bill  :  This  (hews  that  the  Method  of 
proceeding  as  to  the  Malt-Tax-Bill  can  be  no  Precedent, 
nor  any  Authority  for  the  Bill  now  before  us,  by  which 
a  great  many  Laws  are  to  be  revived,  which  were  never 
infpefted  or  conlldered  by  any  Committee  of  this  Houfe. 
Penalties  are  to  be  inflifted  upon  theSubjefV,  without  leav- 
ing it  in  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  to  examine  them  when 
they  go  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Bill  ;  and  a  Tax  is  to 
be  laid  upon  the  Subjeft,  without  its  having  been  confider- 
ed  of,  or  refolved  upon  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

♦  I  would  be  glad  to  know  how  it  was  pofRble  for  any 
Member  of  this  Houfe,  when  we  were  in  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  make  any  Objection  againft  any  of 
thofe  Laws  which  are  by  this  Bill  to  be  revived  :  There  was 
not  one  of  them  fo  much  as  mentioned  at  that  Time  ;  no 
Man  then  propofed  the  reviving  of  any  one  of  them  ;  how 
then  was  it  poifible  to  ftart  any  Objeftion  thereunto  ?  I  be- 
lieve till  this  Bill  was  brought  in,  no  Man  dream'd  of  fuch 
Lav/s  being  to  be  revived  ;  and  now  it  is  too  late  to  make 
any  Objeftions  :  This  Bill  will  be  paffed,  before  any  Man  can 
have  time  to  perufe  and  confider  all  thofe  Laws  that  are 
thereby  to  be  revived  ;  this  alone  may  Ihew  the  Irregularity 
and  Inconvenience  of  the  prefent  Method  of  proceeding  : 
This  fliews  what  a  dangerous  Precedent  we  are  about  to  make 
for  thofe  that  come  after  us  :  A  Precedent,  Sir,  that  will  be 
an  eternal  Reproach  upon  this  Seffion  of  Parliament,  and  a 
Precedent  that  our  huell  Pollsrity  will  have  Caufe  to  com- 
plain of. 

Mr  Clayton.  Hereupon  Mr  Clayton  faid. 

Sir, 

*  I  Ihall  take  Notice  only  of  one  thing  relating  to  the  De- 
bate. It  is  well  known,  that  upon  the  Death  of  every  King, 
all  thofe  Duties  which  had  been  granted  ibr  the  Support  of 
the  Civil  Lill,  expired  of  Courfe,  and  are  in  the  Cafe  as  if 
no  fuch  Duties  had  ever  beei;  granted  ;  and  vet  the  verv  firft 
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Parliament  nejt  after  the  Acceffion  of  a  Succeflbr,  thofe  very  Anno  j.  Geo.  u. 
Duties  are  all  revived,  and   are  fettled   upon  the  Succefibr,        ,'—'-]    j 
for  his  Life,  by  a  general    Bill  :  It   is  no  w^y    thought  ne- 
celTary  to  bring  in  a   particular  Bill    for  every  Duty  that  is 
then  to  be  revived.     This,  Sir,  is  an  Argument  for  the  pre- 
fent  Method  of  Proceeding,  to  which  I  defy  any   Man  to 
give  a  fufHcient  Anfwer. 

Upon  this  Mr  Walter  Plumer  flood  up,  and  faid,  Mr  Piu-Tier. 

Sir, 

*  From  this  very  Debate  it  appears  plain  to  me,  that  we 
are  in  fome  doubt,  whether  we  are  regular  in  our  prefent 
Method  of  Pioceeding  or  not ;  I  am  perfuaded  that  if  there 
was  no  Doubt  in  the  Cafe,  if  there  were  no  plaufible 
Reafon  for  fufpefting  the  Regularity  and  Order  of  our 
Proceedings  as  to  the  Bill  novv  before  us,  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Member  on  the  hloor  would  not  have  taken  fo 
much  Pains  to  explain  the  Cafe  to  us  ;  and  I  mull  think. 
Sir,  that  in  an  Affair  of  fo  great  Confequence,  an  Af- 
fair of  as  great  Confequence  as  any  that  ever  did,  or  ever 
can  come  before  this  Houfe,  the  lealt  Doubt  as  to  the  Regu- 
larity of  our  Proceedings,  the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  our  being  got 
into  any  Method  contrary  to  the  ancient  Orders  of  this 
Houfe,  ougnt  to  be  a  fufficient  and  a  prevailing  Argument 
for  tile  withdrawing  of  this  Bill,  and  for  our  reluming  the 
Conhderation  of  this  Affair  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and. 
Means.  It  is  no  Scandal,  Sir,  for  us,  or  for  any  Man  to  own 
th -^t  he  has  been  in  a  Millake ;  the  wifeft  Men  are  not 
infallible ;  but  for  Men  to  perfiil  in  a  Miftake,  after  it  is 
difcovered,  or  even  after  they  begin  to  doubt  whether  they 
are  in  a  Miltake  or  no,  does  not  favour  much  of  Wifdom, 
more  efpecially  in  an  Affiiir  which  may  be  fo  ealily  reftifi- 
ed.  This  Scffion  of  Parliament  mull  continue  fitting  for 
fome  confideruble  Time  as  yet ;  and  as  we  have  Time  enough, 
I  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  this  Affair  may  not  be  brought 
again  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  where  all 
Millakes,  if  any  be,  may  be  correfled,  and  even  all  future 
Doubts  or  Difputes,  as  to  Regularity  and  Method,  may  be 
obviated. 

'  As  to  what  the  worthy  Member  who  fpoke  laft  obferved 
aboutthe  Civil  Lift  Duties,  itmuft  be  granted,  that  they  expire 
at  the  Death  of  every  King;  and,  Sir,  it  mull  likewife  be 
graruted,  that  fmce  the  firft  Kllablilhment  of  fuch  Duties,  they 
have  all  been  molt  punftually  revived  by  the  very  firll  Par- 
liament after  the  Acceliion  of  the  next  Succeflbr.  But  in 
what  manner  ?  Why,  Sir,  by  the  Houfe's  taking  them  one 
by  one  under  Conhderation  in  a  Committee,  and  coming  to  a 
particular  Refolution   as   to   every  one  :  Tiieu  indeed   one 
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Anno  J.  Geo.  u.  general  Bill  is  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  in  Purfuance  of  all 
mi  ?»•  ^j^^^^  particular  Refolutions  :  But  is  not  this,  Sir,  a  Method 
of  Proceeding  quite  different  from  the  Method  we  are  now 
in  ?  If  thofe  Civil  Lift  Duties  had  ever  been  revived  by  a 
general  Refolution,  and  a  great  many  expired  or  repealed 
Penal  Laws,  relating  to  the  Collefting  of  them,  revived  by 
a  general  Reference  in  the  new  Bill,  without  being  mentioned 
in  the  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  then  an  Argument 
might  have  been  from  thence  drawn  for  the  Regularity  of 
pur  prefent  '  Method  of  Proceeding  ;  but  as  there  never  was 
any  fuch  thing  pretended  to  be  done  in  the  reviving  of  thofe 
Civil  Lift  Duties,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  the  ufual  Method 
of  Proceeding  with  refpeft  to  the  Revival  of  them,  is  a  very 
ftrong  Argument  againft  the  Regularity  of  the  Method  we 
are  now  in,  with  refpedl  to  this  favourite  Scheme  of  reviving 
the  Duties  upon  Salt.  And  thus.  Sir,  I  hope,  1  have  given 
a  fufRcient  Anfwer  to  the  Argument  made  ufe  of  by  the 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  But,  Sir,  as  to  the  Duty  itfelf, 
I  am  furprized  that  there  ftiould  be  any  farther  Difpute 
about  it,  for  it  really  appears  to  me,  that  every  Man  in  this 
Houfe  is  againft  it :  Even  of  thofe  who  at  firft  feemed  to  be 
for  it  fome  have  fmce  acknowledged,  that  it  will  be  an  into- 
'  lerable  Grievance  upon  the  People  in  Scotland  ;  and  the  reft 
have  acknowledged,  that  it  will  be  liable  to  a  great  many 
Frauds  :  Sir,  I  cannot  think  that  any  Man,  who  thinks  this 
Duty  an  intolerable  Grievance  upon  Scotland,  will  be  for 
reviving  it ;  and  we  have  fo  many  fraudulent  Pradices  al- 
ready in  this  Kingdom,  that  I  cannot  think  any  Man  will  be 
for  reviving  a  Duty  which  he  thinks  will  increafe  them. 
At  this  rate.  Sir,  I  cannot  really  perceive  that  any  Man  in 
this  Houfe  is  for  the  Duty ;  why  therefore  Ihould  we  dif- 
-  pute  any  longer  about  the  Method  of  reviving  this  Duty, 
fmce  every  Man,  that  has  fpoke  in  the  Debate,  has  given  a 
good  Reafon  for  his  being  againft  the  Duty  itfelf?' 

^^bt^en  reader'      This  Debate  being  over,  the  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 

comnimdr'"     ^""^  ^  Motion  being  made  for  the  committing  thereof,  and 

the  Queftion  being  put,   it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative, 

by  209  againft  i  54  ;    and  it  was  refolved,  That  the  Houfe 

,    would  refoive  itfelf  into  a   Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 

upon  the  faid  Bill,  on  the  8th  Inftant. 

March  7.    Mr  Rolle  prefented,    according  to   Order,    a 
Bill,  for  amending  and  making  more  effcdual  an  Adl  made 
A  Bill,  F<ir/«unv  1"  the  Qth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  intitled,  Jn 
taZZfZli^f  ^^  f°^  fecuring  the  freedom  of  Parliaments,     by    the  far- 
firft  Time.  ther  i^talifying   the  Members  to  Jit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 

which  was  read  the  firft  TimC;,  and  order'd  to   be  read  a  fe- 
cond Time. 

The 
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The  fame  Day  two  Bills  were  brought  in^  relating  to  *""°  5-  ^°-  "• 
George  Robinfon  and  John  Thompfon,  purfuant  to  an  Or-  v_.„— ^-     _t 
der  of  the  25th  of  February,  which  were  both  read  twice  The  Bins  relating 
and  committed  :  It  was  alfo  ordered.  That  the  Committee  do  fon*^an'cf  john'""  • 
make  the  faid  two  Bills  into  one.  m&'°"  ""*' 

March  8.  After  the  Order  of  the  Day  was  read,  for  the 
Houfe   to   refolve   itfelf  into  a    Committee   of  the  whole  The  Houfe,  in  a 
Houfe  on  the  Salt-Bill,  it  was  moved  and  ordered,   without  proceei  fHnhe'r'on' 
any  Divifion,    That  it  fhould  be  an  Inftruftion  to  the  faid  ^^  ^ait-Bin. 
Committee,  that  they  fhould  liave  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe 
of  Credit.   Then  the  Country  Party  moved,   '  That  it  fhould  Debate  concerning 
be  an  Inftruftion  to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  fhould  £7'^'?' ^'■'^'."T' 

1.  r>  •  /-\t        r  n       ■  Ti      r  1  Llauies,  and  other 

have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe  to  reftram  any  Perfon,  during  Amendments  to 
the  Time  he  fhall  be  concerned  or  employed  in  the  charging,     ^  "^    ^  ' 
collefting,  levying,  or  managing  any  of  the  Duties  to  be 
granted  by  the  faid  Bill,  from  being  a  Returning  Officer, 
or  voting,   or  influencing  any  Eledlor  to   vote,  in  Eledlions 
of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament,'  which  pafTed  in  the 
Negative.   Then  it  was  mov'd,  *  That  it  fhould  be  an  In- 
flruftion  to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  fhould  have  Power 
to  receive  a  Claufe,  to  exempt  from  the  Duties  to  be  laid  b/ 
the  faid  Bill,  all  home-made  Salt  ufed  in  viflualling  Ships, 
which  having  likewife  a  Negative  put  upon  it,  the  Coun- 
try Party  moved  again,   *  That  it  fhould  be  an  Inflrudlion 
to   the  faid  Committee,    that   they  fhould  have  Power  to 
receive  a  Claufe,  that  the  Potters  might  be  allowed  a  Draw- 
back of  the  Duty  upon  all  Salt  ufed  in  glazing  their  Ear- 
then-Ware : '  And  a!fb,    '  That  it  fhould  be  an  Inflrudion 
to  the  faid  Committee,    that  they  fhould  have  Power  to  re- 
ceive a  Claufe,  that  Salt  ufed  for  manuring  of  Land  fhould 
be  exempt  from  the  Duties  to  be  laid  by  the  faid  Bill.'  Like- 
wife,  '  That  it  fhould  be  an  Inflruftion  to   the  faid  Com- 
mittee, that  they  fhould  have  Powdr  to   receive  a  Claufe 
to  fix  the    Affize  of  all   Salt,  which  fhould  be  fold  before 
the   Duties   laid    by  the  faid    Bill   fhould   take  Place.'    All 
thefe  Motions  met  with  the  fame  Fate  with  the  former,    but 
it   was  ordered,  '  That  the   Committee  fhould   have  Power 
to  receive  a  Claufe  to  make  void  all  Bargains  then  fubfifting 
for   the  Delivery  of  Salt  at  any  future  Time.     Then   the 
Houfe   refolv'd   itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee  ;    and  Mr. 
Speaker  refumed  the  Chair :    After    which  it   was  reiolv'd. 
That  the  Houfe  fhould   again  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Commit 
tee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the   loth,    to  confider  farther 
of  the  faid   Bill. 

March  10.  The  above  Order  being  read,  a  Motion  was 
made,  '  That  it  fhould  be  an  Inflruftion  to  the  faid  Com- 
mittee, that  they  fhould  have  a  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe 
to  exempt  from  the  Duties,  to  be  laid  by  the  laid  Bill,  Salt 
G  2:  2  uled 
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Aflne  J.  Geo.  II.    ufed  ih  drcfllng  and  curing   of  Leather :  And  alfoj    *  That 
i^i-jz.  ^  j^   fliould  be   an  Inflruftion  to   the  faid  Committee,  to  ex-* 
empt  from  trie  Duties,  to  be  laid  by  the  faid  Billj  Salt  ufed 
in  making  Glafs  and  Glafs  Bottles  ; '  but  the  C^eltion  bemg 
put  upon  both  thefe  Motions,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative. 
Then  it  was  ordered,  without  a  Divifion,  That  the  Com- 
mittee fhould  have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe,  for  allowing 
Fifb  cured  with  Scots  Salt  to  be  brought  from  Scotland  into 
England,  the  Perfon  or  Perfons,  who  fhall  bring  the  fame, 
paying  fuch  Duties   upon  bringing  in  fuch  Fifh,  at  the  Port 
it  is  brought  to,  as,  added  to  the  Duty  payable   ypon  Salt 
made  in  Scotland,    Ihould  amount  to  the  full  Duty   payable 
in  England,    for   the    Quantity  of  Salt   neceffary   for  curing 
fuch  Fi(h,     After  this    the  Houfe    refolved   itielf  into   the 
faid  Committee,  and  went  through  the  Bill,  and  the  Speaker 
having  refumed   the   Chair,  the  Report   was  ordered  to  be 
receiv'd  on  the  zoth. 
The  Tii'i  relating        March  1 3 .  The  Bill  againft  George  Robinfon  and  John 
fon,andj.Thora"p-Thompfon    was   read  a  third  Time,    and   fent    up  to  the 
ifent  w'the  Lords,   ^ords,  where  it  pafs'd  very  fpeedily,    and  on  the   zoth  In- 

flant  had  the  Royal  AfTent. 
The  dugar-coiony       March  1  c.    The  Sugar-Colony  Bill  was  read   the   third 

Bill  read  the  thirr!    m-  1         /•  1  1  1    >i      -ixr-       •  i      >i 

Time,  pafe'j,  .^nd    1  ime,  and  pais  d,  and  Mr  Wmnington  was  order  d  to  carry 
v/hc/cit  is  loit''  ^^  "P  to  the  Lords,    where  it  was  dropt  as  it  had  been  in  the 

preceding  SeiTion. 
The  sai!-Biii  read       March  2 1 .  The  Salt- Bill  was  read  the  third  Time,  and   a 
and  paii'd.  ™''     Motion  being  made  that  the  fame  do  pafs,  and  the  Quellion 

being  put  thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative,   by 

207  againft  135. 
ix)rd  G.igc  pre-  March  2Z.  Lord  Gage  reported  from  the  Committee  ap- 
ffomuie  commit-  po'^ted  to  inquire  into  the  fraudulent  Sale  of  the  late  Earl 
^e  re  .-uias  to  the  oFDerwcntwater's  Eftate,  that  they  had  examin'd  the  Books, 
•waters  Eiute;  Papers,  &c.  referred  to  them,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  Re- 
to' be  primed!'      port,  with  an  Appendix,  which  he  read  in  his  Place.     Then 

it  was  order'd.    That  the  faid  Report    and   Appendix   be 

printed. 
The  R-'i,  For  fe.        March  23.   The  Bill,  For  the  better  fecuring  the  Freedom 
t/i'ar!  met-.u^rc^of  Parlia7nents,  by  farther  ^ualifyin^   Me?nbers  to  Jit  in  the 
and  Sri',vnout?'    Hotife  of  Commons,  was  read   the  third  Time,  and    the  Que- 
llion being  put,  that  the  Bill  do  pafs,  it  was  carried  in  the 

Negative,  by  66  Votes  againft  60. 
Motior.  fcraCcn-       Then  aMotion  was  made.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
3?any  Menib^r''''  *°  inquire,  whcthcr  any  Member  of  that  Houfe  did  fit  in  the 
/..le,  cjutrary  to    Houfe  coptrary   to  Law  ;    but  the   Quellion  being  put,  it 

pafled  in  tlie  Negative,  by  83  Votes  againft  37. 

March,  30.  The  Report  prefented  by  the  Lord  Gage  on 

the   2 2d   Liihint,    was   read,  and   taken  into  Confideratic;], 
whereupon  it  was  refolved,  Nan.  Con.   L  That  on  the  30th 

oi' 
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of  July,  1723,  Matthew  White,  Efq;  was  declared  the  Pur- 
chafer  of  an  Annuity  of  200  1.  during  the  Life  of  Charles 
RacclifFe,  ifliiing  out  of  the  Eftate  of  James  late  Earl  of  Der- 
wentwater,  with  all  the  Arrears  thereof  from  his  Attainder, 
for  1201  1.  IS.  without  due  Notice  of  Time  or  Place  for 
expofing  fuch  Annuity  to  Sale,  and  without  the  Prefence 
of  a  fufficient  Number  of  Commiffioners  and  Truftees,  as 
required  by  the  Aft  appointing  fuch  Commiffioners  and 
Trullees.  II.  That  William  Smith,  Efq;  did  on  the  1 1  th 
pay  of  July  1723,  for  the  Confideration  of  1060 1.  contraft 
for  an  Eltate  of  James  late  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  mentioned, 
in  a  Particular  publifhed  by  the  faid  Commiffioners  and  Tru- 
ftees, to  be  of  the  annual  Value  of  5013  1.  fubjeft  to  the 
Armuities  and  Incumbrances  in  the  faid  Particular  men- 
tioned, and  to  be  fold  during  the  Continuance  of  an  Eftate 
in  Tail-Male,  vefted  in  Charles  Ratcliffe  in  Remainder,  Ex- 
pectant on  the  Death  of  John  Ratcliffe  under  Age,  and 
without  Iflue-Male,  which  Contraft  was,  on  the  30th  of  the 
fame  July,  vacated  and  torn  out  of  the  Book  of  Contrafts, 
and  a  new  one  then  procured  and  dated  as  on  the  iith, 
by  which  the  faid  William  Smith  not  only  obtained  the 
faid  Remainder  in  Tail,  but  alfo  the  Reverfion  in  Fee  of 
the  faid  Eftate  fot  the  fame  Sum  of  1060  1.  although  a  fuf- 
ficient Number  of  Commiffioners  and  Truftees,  as  required 
by  \ft  of  Parliament,  was  not  prefent  either  on  the  nth 
or  30th  of  the  fa'd  July,  nor  had  any  Notice  been  given 
of  expoimg  to  Sale  the  Reverfion  in  Fee  of  the  faid  Eftate. 
III.  That  Matthew  White  and  William  Smith,  Efqs;  were 
prefent  on  the  30th  of  the  faid  July,  when  Samuel  Allen, 
Secretary  to  the  faid  Commiffioners  and  Truftees,  figned  the 
Names  of  Sir  Thomas  H  Jes  and  Sir  John  Eyles  to  the 
refpeftive  pretended  Contrafts,  made  with  the  faid  White 
and  Smith  on  the  faid  30th  of  July,  when  no  Commiflio- 
ner  and  Truftee,  but  Dennis  Bond,  Efq;  and  John  Birch^ 
Serjeant  at  Law,  weie  prefent.  IV.  That  the  contrafting 
for  the  Sale  of  the  aforefaid  Eltates,  by  a  lefs  Number  of 
the  Commiffioners  j;nd  Truftees  than  Four,  and  the  not  giv- 
ing Fifteen  Days  Notice  at  leaft  of  fuch  Sales,  was  a  ma- 
nifeft  Violation  of  the  Aft  of  Parliament  for  the  Sale  of 
the  faid  Eftates,  highly  injurious  to  the  Publick,  and  a  no- 
torious Breach  of  tne  Truft  repofed  in  fuch  Commiffioners 
and  Truftees. 

Upon  thefe  Refolutions  it  was  ordered.  That  Leave  fliould 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  declare  and  make  void  the  fe- 
vei-.il  Contr.ifts,  and  the  Conveyances  made  in  Purfuance 
thereof,  of  the  Eitate  of  James  late  Earl  of  Dorvventwater,  to 
William  Smith,  Efq;  and  alio  of  the  Annuity  of  200 1.  dur- 
ing. 


Anno  J.  (5eo.  it; 


Report  relating  to 
the  frnuduieiit  Sale 
of  the  Earl  of  Dcr- 
wentwater's   E- 
flatc,  taken  into 
Conlideration. 


Refolutions  there* 

upon,  with  regard 
to  M.  Wiiite  and 
W.  Sin.th,  tiia 
Pmchaiera. 


A  !?;1!  cMerM  far 
n;:ik,;;g  vuiJ  liic 
fair!  Suit. 
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Anno  s-  ^0.  II.    ing  the  Life  of  Charles  RatcIifFe,  with  the  Arrears  thereof, 
i^^^^^JlP—   _f  to  Matthew  White,  Efq; 

The  H  .uic  refoive       After    this    the   Houle  refolved,   Nem.   Con,    That  any 
It«\!^  Sfflf^d  Commiffioner  and  Truftee,    appointed  by   the  faid   Aft  of 
^^^se'retfr"'to    Parfisment,  direfting  or  permitting  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
fign  the  Name  of   miffion.  Or  any  other  Perfon,  to    fign  the  Name  of  any  ab- 
fioner,  Is  guiU>"of  fent  Commifiioner  and  Trullee^  in  order  to  make  up   the 
♦  Breach  of  Trua,  jsjum^er  of  Commiflioners  and  Truftees  required  by  the  faid 
Aft,  to  any  Sale,  Cor, trad,  or  other  Proceedings,  was  guil- 
ty of  a  Violation  of  the  faid  Aft,  and  of  an  high  Breach 
of  Truft. 
Debate  ccnccrnina      Then   a  Motion   was  made  to    refolve.    That   any   ab- 
fionerf  "uffi-rT"g'^"  ^^"^  Commiffioner  and  Truftee  appointed  by  the  faid  Aft  of 
the  Secretary  to    Parliament,  impowering  any  Perfon   to  fign  his  Name  for 
him,  in  order  to  make  up  the  Number  of  Commiffioners 
and  Truftees  required  by  the  faid  Aft,  to  Matters  of  Form 
in  Proceedings  under  the  faid  Aft,  was  guilty  of  a  great  Ir- 
regularity in  the  Execution  of  the  faid  Aft  :  But  many  Mem- 
bers being  of  Opinion,  That  it  was  as  great  a  Violation  of 
the  Aft,  and  as  hgh  a  Breach  of  Truft,  for  any  abfent  Com; 
miffioner  to  impower  any  Perfon  to  fign  his  Name  for  him; 
in  order  to  make  up  the  Number  of  Commiffioners  required, 
as  it  was  for  any  Commiffioner  prefent  to  direft  or  permit 
any  other  Perfon  to  fign  the  Name  of  any  abfent  Commiffio- 
ner, in  order  to  make  up  the  Number  of  Commiffioners  pre- 
fent ;  the  faid  Motion  was  warmly  oppos'd  :  However,  after 
a  long  Debate,  the  Queftion  was  put,  and  it  was  carried  for 
the  Motion,  by  175  Votes  againft  140. 
befinis  Bond,  Efq;      That   Part  of    the  Committee's   Report,    which   related 
pdiMtlS^'to  Dennis  Bond,  Efq;  Member   for  Poole,    being  read,   it 
was  refolv'd.  That  he  was  guilty   of  a  notorious  Breach   of 
Truft,  as  a  CoDimiffioner   for    Sale   of  the  forfeited  Eftates, 
and  that  he  be  for   the    faid    Offence  expell'd  the  Houfe. 
The  fame   Relblutions  were  made  with  regard  to  Serjeant 
Birch,  Member  for  Weobly,  and  he  was  alfo  expell'd  the 
Houfe. 
Sir  John  Eyies  v'ot-      Then  that  Part  of  the  Report  which  related   to  Sir  John 
it-guUiiiY;  and     Eylcs,  Member  for  London,  was  read^  and  the  Recital  of  a 
prlmAndedV'VJr  Conveyancc  enter'd  in  a  Book  belonging  to  the  faid  Com- 
Spcakcr.  miffioners  and  Truftees  was  read  ;    then    it    was   refolved. 

That  he  was  guilty  of  a  great  Irregularity  as  a  Commiffio- 
ner and  Truftee  for  Sale  of  the  forfeited  Eilates  for  the  Ufe 
of  the  Publick,  by  impowering  Mr  Samuel  Alien,  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Commiffioners  and  Truftees  for  the  Sale  of  the 
'  faid  Eftate,  to  fign  his  the  faid  Sir  John  Eylcs's  Name,  when 

abfent,  in  order  to  make  up  the  Number  of  Commiffioners 
and  Truftees  required  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  to   Matters  of 

I'onn 
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Form  in  Proceedings  under  the  faid  Aft.     And  it  was  or-    *"""  5-  ^eo.  u. 
der'd.  That  he  fhould  for  his  faid  Offence  be  reprimanded  \_    -^-     j 
in  his    Place   by  the  Speaker,  and  that  he  fijould  attend  the 
Houfe  in  his  Place  the  next  Morning. 

March  3 1 .  The  Speaker  reprimanded  Sir  John  Eyies,  as 
follows :  .  , 

Sir  John  Eyles, 

TH  E  Houfe  ha-je  come  to  a  Refolution,  that  you  are  Th»  speaker's  Re^ 
guilty  of  a  great  Irregularity,  as  a  Commifjioner  and  joHrEylcsl  ^"^ 
Trujlee  for  Sale  of  the  Forfeited  Ejlates  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Publick,  by  impoiuering  Mr  Samuel  Allen,  Secretary  of 
the  Commiffioners  and  ^rujlees  for  the  Sale  of  the  faid  Ejlates^ 
to  fign  your  Name,  kiuhen  abfent,  in  order  to  make  up  the 
Nu7nber  of  Commiffioners  and  Trufiees  required  by  ASl  of 
Parliament,  to  Matters  of  Forni,  in  Proceedings  under  the 
faid  Ja. 

And  have  impofed  a  Command  upon  me,  nvhich  is  the  only 
cm,  I  can  truly  fay,  that  I  e-ver  received  nvith  any  XJneafi- 
nefs  in  the  Place  I  novj  fit ;  not  from  anf  Doubt  of  the 
fufice  of  the  Command,  nor  from  any  ljnv:illingnefs  in  me 
to  obey  an  Order  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  becaufe  you.  Sir,  are  un~ 
fortunately  the  Subject  of  it,  for  vobotn  I  have  alvjays  had 
the  greateji  Perfonal  Regard. 

The  Offence  you  are  guilty  of  having  come  vuithin  the  No- 
tice of  the  Hoife,  it  vuas  i?npo_fiblc  it  fhould  efcape  their  Cen- 
fure,  as  it  had  a  Reference  to  a  Truji  repofed  in  you  ;  repos''d 
by  Parliament  !  the  highe/i  and  moji  facred  Authority  any 
Subject  of  this  Kingdom  can  a£i  under  /  and  vjith  a  particu~ 
lar  Confidence  in  you,  and  the  others  joind  vjith  you,  becaufe 
of  the  Relation  you  bore  to  the  Parliament :  A  Truji  of  great 
Importance,  and  vohich  required  great  Pains  and  Attention  to 
it,  and  for  that  a  very  confiderable  Recompencc  vjas  afjigned- 
to  you  out  of  the  publick  Treafure.  1  he  Recompcnce,  Sir, 
you  enjoy'' d ;  but  the  Pains  and  Attention  expcSled  from  you, 
you  faild  in,  and  illegally  delegated  your  Truji,  in  Injiances 
vjhere  a  falfe  and  fraudulent  Uje  has  been  made  of  it. 

But,  happy  for  you.  Sir,  it  appears  to  the  Houfe  to  have 
been  a  Matter  rather  of  evil  Example,  than  evil  Intention, 
in  you  ;  for  v:hich  Reafon,  the  Refolutio7is  of  the  Houfe,  on 
this  Occajion,  have  a  Mixture  of  Jujiice  and  Mercy  ;  and 
as  your  Offence  vuill  alivays  jujlify  the  Cenfure  of  the  Houfe 
itpon  you,  let  it  be  your  Care,  Sir,  that  your  future  Beha- 
viour alvsays  jujfify  the  Lenity  of  the  Houj'e  to  you.  Let  the 
fujiice  oj'  the  Houfe  make  you  fear,  and  the  Clemency  of  the 
Houfe  make  it  a  Matter  of  Sorrovj  in  you  to  offend  a^ain. 

This  Senfc,   I  pcrjiiade  myfelf,  you   have  of  the  'Judg}ne7it 
*he  Hoiifc   kc-s   faj^d  upon   you  ;    vihich   is.     That   I  repri- 
mand 
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Aano  y.  Geo.  jl.  mand  you  for  your  /aid  Offence,    and  I  do  reprimand  yon 
1     , ^'^^,    J  accordingly. 

To  this  Sir  John  Eyies  made  the  following  Reply  ; 

Mr  Speaker, 

Sir  John  Eyies'i     *  X  Am  Very  much  afhamed  of  an  Offence  that  has  drawn 

Rfpiy-  (  Jl^  upon   me   the   Animadverfxons    and    Cenfure   of    this 

*  Houfe  ;  an   Offence,  which  at  the  Time  of  committing 
^  it,  I  had  karce  any  Idea  of  being  fubjeft  to  blame  for. 

*  I  am  now  made  truly  fenfible  ^yi  it,  and  tne  llrong  and 

*  lively  Colours  in  which  yoa,  Sir,  have  drawn   it,    will  be 

*  to  me  a  lafting  Memento  of  future  Caution, 

*  The  Judgment  the  Houfe  has  puffed  upon  me  I  endure 

*  with  a  dutiful  Submiffion  ;  and  you,  Sir,  having  ihewn  that 

*  Tendemefs  and  Humanity,  which  is  agreeable  to  your  Na- 

*  ture,  in   pronouncing  it,    and  thereby,    in  fome   Degree, 

*  abated  its  Rigour ;  I  cannot  but  exprefs  my  grateful  and 

*  fincere  Acknowledgment  to  yourfelf,  and  alfo  to  the  Houfe, 
'  for  their  Favour  in  not  carrying  this  Cenfure  to  any  farther 

*  Confequence.' 

iT^^nJietiven^o      The  Lord  Gage,  Chairman  of  the   Committee  appointed 

M°ara?em* n" i)!^  ^°  inquire  into  the  fraudulent  Sale  of  Lord  Derwentwater's 

the  Affair  c^  the    Eltate,  having  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains  in  that  Affair,  it 

raiion.    ^   '^^^'  was  relolv''d,  i\m.  Con.  That  the  I'hanks  of  this  Houfe  be 

given  to  his  Lordfhip  for  the  great   Service  he  had  thereby 

done  the  Publick.     Then  it  was  order'd,  That  the  Report 

*  of  the  faid  Committee  be  printed. 

Farther  Dsbtite  April  2.  The  Affair  of  George  Robinfon  and  John  Thomp- 

roncerningRobjn-    r  r  y  t-vi  riTAi-i  ^t 

taianaxiiomifon.  Ion  occauoned  a  new  Debate,  tor  the  Day  bemg  then  paiied, 
on  which  Robinfon  and  I'hompfon  were  ro  appear  by  the 
Aft  before-mentioned,  \See  p.  z2 1 .]  and  neither  of  them,  but 
particularly  Robinfon,  not  having  appeared  or  furrendered  him- 
felf  in  the  Terms  of  the  faid  Adl ;  it  was  moved.  That  he 
might  be  expelled  :  But  fome  of  the  Members  took  Notice, 
'  That  by  the  faid  Aft,  he  might  within  the  Time  limited  fur- 
render  himfelf  to  either  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  and  though 
he  had  not  furrendered  to  that  Houfe,  yet  they  did  not  know 
but  that  he  had  furrendered  himfelf  to  the  other  ;  and  there- 
fore they  moved.  That  a  Committee  fhould  be  appointed  to 
infpeft  the  Journals  of  the  Lords,  and  to  report  to  that 
Houfe,  whether  any  and  what  Proceedings  had  been  before 
'  the  Lords  in  Confequence  of  an  Aft  paffed   that  Seffion,  in- 

titled,  An  A  J}  to  encourage  and  compel  George  Robinfon,  Efq\ 
and  John  fhofnpjon  to  appear,  he.  But  to  this  it  was  an- 
fwered,  '  That  according  to  the  Terms  of  the  faid  Aft,  the 
fa;d  Robinfon  might  have  furrendered  himfelf  to  the  other- 

Houfe, 
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Houfe,  and  might  thereby  have  freed  hlmfelf  from  the  Pains,  *""«  5-  f^o-  m; 
to  which  he  was  by  the  faid  Aft  fubjefted,  in  c:\{c  of  his  not  a,,—^-'  j 
appearing  and  furrendering  ;  but  this  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with,  when  they  came  to  confider  whether  or  no  he 
ougiit  to  be  expell'd  ;  becaule  in  that  Queftion,  the  only  Point 
to  be  confider'd  of  was,  whether  or  no  he  had  attended 
the  Service  of  the  Houfe  according  to  Order  ;  if  he  had, 
it  would  appear  by  his  anfwering  for  himidf  in  his  Place,  or 
by  fome  Member's  rifing  up  and  making  an  Excufe  for  him  ; 
if  he  had  not,  he  was  guilty  of  a  high  Contempt  of  the 
Orders  and  Aurhority  of  that  Houfe,  for  which  he  ought  to 
be  expelled ;  and  that  there»^ore  they  had  not  in  the  prefent 
Queltion  any  Bufmefs  with  the  Journals  of  the  other  Houfe.' 
At  lait  the  Queftion  was  put  upon  this  Motion,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  Negative.  Then  the  Houie  came  to  a  Refolu- 
tion,  Nern.  Con.  That  George  Robinfon,  Elq;  having  been 
charged  in  Parliament  with  being  privy  to,  and  concerned  in 
many  indireft  and  fraudulent  Praiftices,  in  the  Management 
of  the  AiFairs  of  the  Charitable  Coi-poration  for  Relief  of 
induftrious  Poor,  by  aflilling  them  with  fmail  Sums  upon 
Pledges  at  legal  Interell  ;  and  with  having  got  into  his 
Hands  very  large  Sums  of  Money  belonging  to  the  faid  Cor- 
poration ;  and  being  returned  a  Burgefs  to  ierve  in  this  pre- 
fent Parliament  for  the  Borough  of  Great  Marlow,  in  the 
Countv  of  Bucks,  and  having  never  attended  the  Service 
of  the  Houfe,  although  required  fo  to  do,  was  guilty  of  a 
high  Contempt  of  the  Orders  and  Authority  of  the  Houfe. 
Then  it  was  likewife  reiblved,  Nem.  Con.  That  the  laid  Fi!,7fxp'^??!u°l' 
Georife  Robinfon,  Efq;  fhouid   be  for  his  faid  Offence  ex-  Houfcc':iacaui!i: 

11      i"       1  TT         -  a'      1     ->   1       f  1  1  1  -/Y-         °'  tfiC  Cliaritibl; 

pelled   the  Houle  :    And  iVjr  Speaker  was  ordered  to  iflue  Corpoaiion. 
his   Warrant    for    making  out  a   new  Writ    for  the  laid 
Borough  of  Marlow,  in  h>  Place. 

The  fame  Day  the  Houfe  refolv'd  itfelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confiJer  farther  of  the  Supply  ; 
and  the  Eftimates  of  the  feveral  Sum^s  of  Money  due  to  the 
King  of  Denmark,  by  virtue  of  his  late  Majeily's  Declara- 
tion to  that  Purpofe,  for  the  Agio  or  Difference  of  the  Sub- 
iidies  payable  to  the  Crown  of  Denmaik,  in  purfuance  of 
the  Treaty  between  his  late  Biitinnick  Majelly,  tl'.c  moft 
Chriitian  King,  and  the  King  of  Denmark,  dated  the  i6th 
of  April  1727,  together  with  leveral  other  Papers  relating 
to  that  Aff.ir,  were  referred  fo  the  faid  Committee.  Thea 
a  Motion  being  made,  I'hat  the  Sum  of  22,694!.  7  s.  6d.  ar/*;.}'..  7?.  f.j, 
be  granted  to  make  good  the  faid  Agio  or  Difference  ;  the  >cLi?L'f jv,!;'rii.-. 
fame  was  warmly  oppofed  by  feveral  Members,  but  at  lalt  *j:;. ;: 
the  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative.         sui'- 

y^r// 4.   The    above    Refolution   being   reported   to    the 
Houfe,  a  Motion  was  maJe  that  tlie  Houfe  do  agieo  \'.ith 

Vo^.  II.  H  h  the 
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the  Committee,  which  after  feme  Debate,  was  carried  in 

the  Affirmative,  by  216  Votes  againft  104. 

The  Bill  for  ma-         April  (>.  Lord  Gage  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  a  Bill,  Tor 

of"t^  o  £ari  V^  *^  making  ijoid  the  fe^veral  Contrails  for  Sale  of  the  late  Earl 

Eite*""re!d"\he'     °f  Der^Lvent-xvater  s  EjJate,  which  was  read  the  firil  Time, 

firft  T:.iie.  and  order'd  to  be  read  a  iecond  Time. 

snmh"and  M "  -^'''^  '  7'  ^  Petition  of   William  Smith,  Efqj  and  Mat- 

Wbjtc agaijiii'it.    thew  White,  Efq;  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,    and  read; 

praying  to  be  heard  by  their  Council  againit   the   faid  Bill, 

which  Petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  till  the 

fecond  Reading  thereof;  and  that  the  Petitioners  might  be 

Motion  that  the     then  feverallv  lieard  by  their  Cc^nfel  :    Hereupon  a  iVlotion 

Vv'itnclTes  to  be  i         rf,-  .       ,~  ..         „  .  ,    ^  •        ,    r 

cximin'd  rt the  was  made,  1  hat  the  Vvimeiies,  who  were  to  be  cxammed  for 
S^r'i'if  Bii/jlis'^  ^'^d  againft  the  faid  Bill  at  the  fecond  Reading  thereof, 
Oath""'''^  "f°°  Ihould  be  examined  in  the  moft  folemn  IVIanner.  This  oc- 
cafioned  a  long  Debate  in  the  Houfe.  Thofc  that  were 
againft  the  Queftion  reprefented,  '  That  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
had  alwavs  inhftcd  upon  it,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
being  no  Court  of  Judicature,  had  not  therefore  a  Power  to 
examine  Witneffes  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  at  tiie  Bar  of 
.  their  Houfe  :  That  though  this  Power  had  always  been 
ciairaed  and  infifted  upon  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  yet 
it  was  a  Point  ftill  in  Difpute  between  the  two  Houfes :  And 
that  if  the  Houfe  of  Commons  Ihould  upon  that  Occafiott 
make  ufe  of  this  difputed  Power,  it  would  occafion  a  Breach 
between  the  two  Houfes,  which  might  not  only  prove  to  be 
tlie  Lofs  of  the  Bill  then  under  Confideration,  but  might  be 
of  much  worfe  Confequence,  by  putting  a  full  Stop  to  all 
the  publick  Bufmefs  of  the  Nation  ;  it  being  well  known, 
tiiat  whenever  any  Breach  happened  between  the  two  Houfes, 
it  proved  always  to  be  a  very  difficult  and  tedious  Matter  to 
re-eftablifh  that  Harmony,  which  ought  always  to  fubfift  be- 
tween the  two  Houfes,  and  witiiout  which  the  publick  Affairs 
of  the  Nation  cannot  be  carried  on  ;  fo  that  their  coming 
to  any  fach  Refolution  might  intirely  unhinge  the  Govern- 
ment, and  throw  the  whole  Kingdom  into  Confufion.' 

Thofe  Members  upon  the  other  hand,  who  were  for  the  Que- 
ftion, declared  the  great  Regard  and  Concern  they  had  for  the 
Bill  then  under  Confideration,  and  for  the  publick  Peace  and 
Quiet  of  the  Nation  ;  but  faid,  \  That  the  true  Method  of  pre- 
ferving  the  publick  Quiet  of  the  Nation  was,  for  each 
Houfe  to  take  care  to  preferve  thofe  Powers  and  Privileges 
which  properly  belong  to  them  ;  for  if  that  Houfe  fiiould 
begin  to  yield  up,  or  not  exert  a  Power  which  they  had  al- 
ways enjoyed,  only  becaufe  the  other  Houfe  pretended  to 
difpute  their  having  any  fuch  Power,  they  might  come  at 
taft  to  be  ftript  of  all  the  Powers  and  Privileges  they  ever 
iiad  or  could  pretend  to  :  That  it  was  well  knov.'n,  that  the 

Ho.ifs 
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Houfe  of  Commons  had  always  been  ufed  to  impower  their  Anno  j.  ceo.  n. 

Committees  to  exa-nine  Witnefles  before  them  in  the  moft 

folemn  Manner  ;    and   it  was  very  odd  to  pretend,  that  the 

Houfe  itfelf  could  not  make  ufe  of  that  Power  which  they 

every  Day  delegated  to  their  Committees ;    it  was  not   to 

be  prefumed,    that  the  other  Houfe  would  raife  any  fuch 

groundlefs  Difpute  :  That  it  might  perhaps  be  pretended,  that 

as  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  no  Court  of  Judicature,  they 

could  not  therefore  adminifter  an  Oath ;  but  that  was  not 

now  to  be  brought  into  Queftion^  becaufe  they  might  get  fuch 

of  the  Members  as  were  Juftices  of  the  Peace  to  admii'iikr 

the  Oath  to  the  Witneffes,  upon  which  Oath  the   VVitncfies 

might  afterwards  be  examined  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  ;  or 

they  might  get  one  of  the  Judges  to  come  to  the  Speaker's 

Chamber  to  adminifter   the  Oath  to  the  Witneffes,  whicii 

was  no  new  or  unheard-of  Method  of  Proceeding  ;   for  that 

there  was  upon  their  Journals  a  Precedent  for  the  fime,  and 

that  Method  was  then  allowed  of  by  the  other  Houfe  v.ith- 

out  any  Difpate  :  That  even  as  to  their  having  a  Power  of 

adminiftring  an  Oath    in    the    moft    folemn   Manner,    they 

hoped  that  there  was  no  Member  of  that  Houfe  v/iio  doubted 

thereof;  and  if  it  were  to  be  brought  into  Difpute,  it  could 

be  proved  to  the  Conviftion  of  all  impartial  'vien  :  That  the 

Houfe  of  Commons  was  certainly  a  Court  of  Record^    their 

being  fuch  having  been  admitted  of  by  the  other  Houfe  in  the 

moft  folemn  ManRx^r,  as  appeared  by  the  6th  of  Henry  VIII. 

Chap.  1 6.   By  which  it  was  enafted,  '  That  no  Knight,  &c. 

*  ihould  depart  from  the  Parliament  without  the  Licence  of 

*  the  Speaker  and  Commons  in  Parliament  affemblecJ,  to  be 

*  entered   upon    Record,  in  the    Clerk  of  the    Parliament's 

*  Book,  on  pain  to  lo!b  their  Wages.'  That  this  v/as  an  in- 
difputable  Teilimony  of  their  being  a  Court  of  Record,  and  as 
fuch  they  certainly  had  a  Power  to  adminifter  an  Oath  in 
any  Affair  v/hich  came  properly  before  them,  and  upon 
which  it  was  necefTary  that  Witneffes  fhould  be  examined  : 
That  as  there  v.as  a  Precedent  for  examining  Witneffes  in  the 
moft  folemn  Manner  at  the  Bar  of  their  Houfe,  without 
bringing  their  Power  of  adminiltring  of  Oaths  into  Difpute, 
if  tiie  prefent  Quellion  was  agreed  to,  they  might  follow 
that  Precedent,  and  thereby  prevent  all  Occafion  of  Difference 
between  the  two  Houfes.' 

Then  the  previous  (^eftion  being  put,  That  the  Qaeftion  vriii-h  pa- 
be  now  put  upon  the  faid  Motion,  it  palled  in  the  Negative.  "■^' ^■•^•'" 
The  Majority  of  the   Houfe,    being   defirous  to  have   the 
Bill   pafs'd,    were    unwilling   to   agree   to   any    Motion  that 
might   create   a   Difference   between   the    two   Houfcs,    ar/J 
thereby  hazard  the  Lofs  of  the  Bill. 

n  h    .-!  .^/r// 


(       24+      ) 

Anno ;.  Ceo.  u.  April  20.  Mr  Sandys  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  farther  Re- 
^_^_^^-  _j  port  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Cha- 
The  Report  from  ritabk  Corporation,  which,  with  an  Appendix,  he  read  in 
the^cSritabie°"  ^^^  Place,  and  the  fame  was  order'd  to  be  printed  :  To  this 
corporution  or-  therefore,  which  may  be  found  in  the  POLITICAL 
eZ    '"  '     STATE    for  December    1732,     we  refer   the  inquifitive 

Reader  for  the  tedious  Particulars  of  this  iniquitous  Tranf- 

adlion. 
The  Bill  for  y.v  April  21 .  The  Bill  for  making  void  the  Sale  of  the  late 

catini;  the  S,ue  of  ■«  ■      t-'  i  \  c  m-  i 

lA  Dirv/ur.LWj-     Eatl  of  Dervventwatcr  s  liitate  was  read  a  iecond  Tune,  and 

a"econd^fime,      the  Counfcl  heard  for  and  againft  it. 

and  committed.  April  zj^.   The  faid   Bill  was,    without   any  Oppofition, 

committed  to  a  Corarrittee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 
Sir  Robert  Sutton         May  A.  Upon  the  farther  Hearing  of  the  Report,  made  by 
Grnnexpjidthe  the  Committee  appomted  to  inquire  mto  the  Atr.ur  oi  the 
S^tnrcharUabie    Charitable  Corporation,  which  had  been  feveral  Days  under 
Corporation.         Confideration,   Sir  Robert  Sutton  and  Sir  Archibald  Grant 

were  expelled  the  Houfe. 

Motion  to  re-  May  8.  The  Houfe   refumed  again  the  Confideration  of 

R.  suitont'sir'       the  faid  Report,  and  a  Motion  was  made  to  refolve.  That  Sir 

w!^Burro°;h5°"'^'  ^ohtxt  Sutton  and  Sir  Archibald  Grant,    Dennis  Bond,  Efq; 

G.  jackunf  (vvho  had  been  expelled  this  SefTion,  on  account  of  the  frau- 

w.  Squire,  '         dulcHt  Sale   of  Lord    Derwentvvater's  Eftatc,    See  p.   238.) 

j?Thcmpion,        William  Burroughs,  Efq;  George  Jackfon,  Benjamin  Robin- 

T  w°-'  n  "  ''     ^*-'"'  William   Squire,    George   Robinfon,    John  Thompfon, 

haying  ttck         Richard  Wooley,  and  Thomas  Warren,  having  been  guilty 

l'f'Tni'a,"'ap.d~'o'^-'    of  many  notorioiis   Breaches  of  Trull,    and  many   indireft 

PniuMstn'^th'e     ^^'^  fraudulent   Practices  in  the  Dire<flion  and  Management 

Manaicreer.t  of     pf  fhc   Affairs  of  the    Charitable  Corporation,    and  having 

Cjtporltion,  ought  thereby  occasioned  great  Loifes  to  many  of    his    A'lajeilys 

EatSfiai(?n\oa:c    Subjcds,  ought  to  make  a  juit  SatisfaCticn  for  the  fame  :  But 

Sufferers.  fome  iMcmbers  were  for  leaving  out   the   Words,  ought   to 

rebate  thereon,      make  a  jujl  Satisfaclion  for  the  fame  ;  hereupon  Mr  Shippen 

flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows  : 

Mr  Speaker, 

.,,,.,  *  The  tloufe  is  ej^emely  obliged  to  the  honourable  Qtvi' 

s  ccOi  on  that       tlemen  of  the  Committee,  for   the  great  Pains  they  have 

taken,  and  for  the  great  Skill  they  have  fhewn,  in   detecting 

a  dark   and  execrable  Scene  of  V'iliainy  :    And   furely  we 

ought  not   to  entertain   any  Propofition  which  comes  from 

them,     in   confequence  of  their  Inquiry    and  of  our  own 

Proceedings,  with  Jealoufy  and  Dirnuit. 

'  I  can  therefore  by  no  Means  agree  with  thofe  Gentlemen, 
who  fufpeft  that  there  is  iome  latent  a^id  dii'gaifed  Meaning 
in  the  Quellion  before  us,  and  who  are  for  leaving  oi.c  the 
latter  Part  of  it  ;  becaufe  I  think  no  Qucftion  v/as  ever 
framed  with  more  Candour,  or  conceived  in  more  clear  and 

intelligible 
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xntelligible  Terms,  than  this  is;    and  the  latter  Part  is  (o  Anno  ?.  Geo.  it 
far  from  being  exceptionable   or  fuperfluous,    that  it  is  the  *'''*' 

neceffary,  the  natural  Conclufion  from  the  Premifes  contain- 
ed in  the  firft  Part :  For  fince  the  Perfons  named  have  been 
lately  voted  guilty  of  the  Crimes,  with  which  they  Hand 
charged  in  the  Report  of  our  Committee,  what  is  the  next 
Step  we  are  to  take,  but  to  vote  fome  Punifhment  ?  and  wiiat 
Punilhment  fo  mild  with  regard  to  the  Offenders,  or  fo  juft 
with  regard  to  the  Sufferers  as  Rellitution  ? 

*  Let  us  take  the  whole  Queftion  together,  and  we  fhali 
judge  belt  of  the  Propriety  and  Coherence  of  its  feveral 
Claufes.     It  runs  thus,  viz.    '  That  Sir  Robert  Sutton,  Sec. 

*  having  been  guilty  of  many  notorious  Breaches  of  Truil,  and 

*  many  indired  and  fraudulent  Practices,  in  the  Direftion  and 

*  Management  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Charitable  Corporation 

*  for  Rehef  of  Induflrious  Poor,  by  affiiling  them  with  fmall 

*  Sums  upon   Pledges  at  legal  Intereft  ;    and  having  thereby 

*  occalioned  great  Loffes  to  many  of  his  Majefty's  Subjefts, 

*  ought  to  make  a  juit  Satisfaction  for  the  lame.' 

'  Now,  as  I  have  already  faid,  no  Queftion  was  ever 
conceived  in  more  clear  and  intelligible  Terms  than  this  is  ; 
Ttncl  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  comprehend,  why  Gentlemen  fhould 
diflike  any  Expreffions  in  it,  efpecially,  why  tlie  ingenious 
Lord,  and  the  worthy  Perfon  his  Second,  ihouk!  objedl;  to 
the  Words,  yuj}  SatisfaBion.  For  certainly  they  cannot  ima- 
gine that  thele  Words  will  be  declared  unintelligible  in  this 
Houle,  where  the  Nature  and  Meaning  of  Juftice  is  fuppoled 
to  be  perfedlly  well  underftood,  as  it  is  or  ought  to  be 
the  Rule  and  Meafure  of  all  our  Determinations ;  and  they 
mult  forgive  me,  if  I  think  no  Dutch  Commentator  ev^er 
miftook  the  Senfe  of  an  Author  more  grofsly,  than  they 
have  miftaken  the  Senfe  of  this  Queftion. 

*  But  what  is  moft  remakable  in  this  Debate  is  the  Im- 
patience feme  Gentlemen  exprefs  to  know,  whether  the  Ad- 
I'ocates  for  rhe  Queftion  intend  to  proceed  againft  the  Offen- 
ders by  Impeachment  or  by  Bill  ;  and  they  feem  to  de- 
mand that  we  fhould  immediately  come  to  a  Refolution. 

'  Whence  can  this  Impatience  arife  ?  If  it  arifes  from 
Compnffion,  why  were  thefe  very  Gentlemen,  who  now  in- 
terpofe,  filent  ?  Why  did  they  fuffer  the  Objedls  of  their 
Compaffion  to  be  unanimoully  cenfured,  when  they  had  made 
but  an  infiifficient  Defence  for  themfelvcs,  and  wanted  the  Aid 
of  tlieir  Eloquence  ?  If  it  arifes  from  Curiofity,  I  think  it 
ought  rather  to  be  kept  in  Sufpence  than  gratified,  becaufe 
it  is  unfeafonabie  and  irregular.  If  it  arifes  from  the  Fears 
and  Apprehenfions  of  particular  Perfons ;  why  fhould  others, 
who  are  undvr  no    fuch  Anxict},    be    obliged  to  remove 

thofe. 
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thofe  Fears  and  Apprehenfions,    efpecially  when  It  is  iitt- 
poffible  for  them  to  know  how  well  Khey  may  be  grounded. 

'  Since  then  no  good  Reafon  appears  to  jultify  this  extra* 
ordinary  Demand  ;  fince  this  Queftion  is  only  declarative  of 
our  prefent  Difpofition  to  do  Juftice,  and  to  give  Satisfac- 
tion to  the  injured  and  diflrefled  Proprietors,  methinks 
there  fhould  be  no  Difficulty  in  paffing  it :  For  we  Ihall  be 
as  much  at  Liberty,  after  we  have  paffed  it,  as  we  are  before, 
to  choofe  that  Method  of  Proceeding,  which  fhall  be  thought 
moll  proper,  when  we  are  fufficiently  prepared  for  a  final 
Decifion. 

*  What  has  been  faid,  concerning  the  Difference  betwixt 
Impeachments  and  Bills  of  Attainder,  is  foreign  to  our  pre- 
fent Point,  and  might  have  been  fpared  in  an  Audience, 
where  that  Argument  hath  been  fo  fully  and  frequently  dif- 
cufTed,  at  the  End  of  almoft  every  Adminiftration. 

*  We  all  know,  that  Impeachments  are  the  ancient  Parlia- 
mentary Method  of  bringing  Publick  Criminals  to  Publick 
Juftice,  and  it  is  the  Method  we  ought  to  purfue  on  common 
and  ordinary  Occafions.  Not  but  that  it  is  liable  to  many 
Difficulties,  to  the  Tedioufnefs  and  Perplexity  of  Forms,  to 
the  Caprice  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  which  means  Juftice 
hath  very  often  been  delayed,  and  fometimes  entirely  de- 
feated. 

*  We  all  know  too,  that  Bills  of  Attainder  are  the  utmoft 
Stretch,  and  the  terrible  Part  of  Parliamentary  Power,  which' 

'ought  never  to  be  exerted,  but  in  the  moft  heinous  and  moft 
flagrant  Inftances.  I  have  always  confiJered  them  as  fuch  : 
My  Averfion  is  fufficiently  known  by  my  conftant  Oppofi- 
tion  to  them  ;  and  I  envy  no  Man  the  Glory  of  naving 
carried  Bills  of  Pains  and  Penalties  through  this  Houfe,  by 
being  Profecutor,  Judge,  Juryman,  and  even  Evidence  in 
the  fame  Caufe. 

*  But  fhould  it  happen  in  our  Day^  that  an  overgrown 
unweildy  Minifter  of  State  fhould  tumble  from  the  Height  of 
his  Power,  and  fall  under  the  Cenfure  of  this  Houfe,  for 
protedting  Fraud,  and  patronizing  Corruption  :  A  Minifter, 
Sir,  who  may  have  made  fuch  Bills,  as  are  now  dreaded, 
the  Inftruments  of  his  perfoual  Vengeance,  and  the  Support 
of  his  cruel  Adminiftration  ;  perhaps  the  Voice  of  an  injured 
and  opprefTed  Nation,  crying  aloud  for  Juftice,  and  demand- 
ing fpeedy  and  exemplary  Puulhmcnr,  may  then  prevail 
over  Gentlemen's  natural  Inclinations,  and  force  them  to 
comply  with  what  they  would  otherwife  decline  and  difap- 
prove  ;  nor  could  the  Criminal  himfelf,  with  any  Ap- 
pearance of  Modefty,  or  Colour  of  Reafon,  complain  ;  for 
Lex  Tcdio^is  would  at  leaft  be  /Irgianentv.m  ad  Hsminem,  and 

the: 
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tie  World  would  univerfally  allow,  that  it  would  be  a  rlghte- 
pus  Judgment,  for  Neds  Artifices  Arte  perire  fua.  But  we 
iliall  have  a  better  Opportunity  of  explaining  ourfelves,  and 
delivering  our  Sentiments  at  large,  if  the  Cal?  which  I  here 
only  fuppofe,  fliould  ever  come  aftually  before  us,  and  under- 
go a  Parliamentary  Examination. 

'  I  fhould  apologize  for  this  Digrefllon,  had  not  the  Courfe 
of  the  Debate  led  me  into  it,  and  made  it  neceffary  to  fay, 
fomething  on  thefe  Heads :  But  I  fliall  conclude  with  return- 
ing to  the  Queilion,  and  humbly  offering  my  Opinion,  that 
we  ought  to  alTure  the  Proprietors  we  will  affiit  them  in  a 
future  Seffion,  tho'  we  cannot  in  this,  to  repair  the  exceffive 
JxjfTes  they  have  fultained  by  the  Frauds  and  Jniquitics  of 
their  Diieftors,  as  far  as  lies  within  the  Reach  of  this  Part 
of  the  Legiflature. 

*  I  hope  too  we  fhall  not  only  concur  with  the  honour- 
able Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  in  their  Propofition,  but 
give  them  the  Thanks  of  the  Houie  for  the  Honour  and  In- 
tegrity, with  which  they  have  acquitted  themfelves  in  the 
publick  Service.' 

After  this  the  Motion  as  above  pafs'd  into  a  Re  fol  a tion  :  The  above  Wetioii 
Then  it  was  order'd.  That  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  "S'^cJ  to, 
Bill,  to  rellrain  all  the  faid  Perfons,  (except  William  Squire, 
George  Robinfon,  and  John  Tiaompfon,  who  were  abfcond- 
ed)  from  going  out  of  the  Kingdom  for  one  Year,  and  till 
the  End  of  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Parliament ;  and  for 
difcovering  their  Eftate  and  EiFeds ;  and  for  preventing  the 
tranfporting  or  alienating  the  fame.  As  to  William  Squire, 
the  Members,  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  faid  Bill, 
were  order'd  to  infert  a  Clauie,  for  obliging  him  to  furrender 
himleif  at  a  Time  and  Place  to  be  mentioned  in  the  Bill ; 
to  give  Security  for  his  not  going  out  of  the  Kingdom  for  one 
Year  ;  for  difcovering  his  Ellate  ;  and  for  preventing  the 
tranfporting  or  alienating  the  fame.  It  was  alfo  order'd. 
That  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Sufferers  in  the  Charitable  Corporation.  ^     _.,,     ^  , 

^  .  1  r  Ti70  Biils  pars'"!} 

Two  Bills  were  accordingly  brought  m,  and  pafs'd  both  '» pu.iu^incc  of 

Houfes,  but  the  Lords  llruck  the  Name  of  George  Jackfon  G^jiclfonarid" 

and  Benjamin  Robinfon  out  of  the  Bill.  n.  Robinibniimck 

May  1 6.  Mr  Sandys  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  Sir   Ro-  the  Lu./s- 

bert  Sutton  had  come  to  him  that  Morning,  and  told  him,  Mr  smdys  rmoiu 

that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from   a   Correfpondent  of  his  fj',",^.'.^^ '',";"■ 

at  Paris,   in  which  was  inclofed  a  Letter  from  Signor  Belloni,  cii.irit..bic  Cor- 

a  Biiikei  at  Rome,  directed  to  the  Committee  to   whom  the  sil^no'r'ijcUoni 

Petit'on  of  the   Proprietors  of  the  Charitable  Corporation  ,v;!!,rR° mi!  tll-T" 

was  rcfcred,  or   in   cafe  the   faid  Committee  did  not  fubfift,  J^-hnThompii':!. 

to  Sir  Robert  Sutton  and  others,  acquainting  them,  that  the  iancrts' 
faid  Bellor.i  had  procured  John  Thompfon,  late  ^■^^arehou(t•- 
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AiMio  J.  Geo.  11,   Keeper  to  the  faid  Corporation,  to  be  fecured  a  Prifoner  in 
\_,^—l  -  I.  J   the  Caftle    of   St  Angelo  at   Rome  :    Hereupon  the  faid 

Committee  was  ordered  to  be  revived. 
li^er  S-d'^        ^'^"y  2  2.  Mr  Sandys  made  a  farther  Report  from  the  above 
be  irai.Cited.        Committee,  and  thereupon  it  was  order'd.  That  the  fevcral 

Letters  and  Papers  mentioned  in  the  laid  Report  fhould   be 

laid  before  the  Houfe.    Then  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee 

to  tranflate  Signor  Belloni's  Letter. 

May  23.  The  Lord  Hervey  prefented  the  Tranflation  of 

that  Letter,  as  follows : 

Rome,  May  4,  1732. 
Gentlemen, 
ucu-;.^'"^'"'''      T  '^  "  '^^'^'^'^  r'^^^  Pleafure  that  I  lay  hold  of  this  Occafion^ 
£    nuhich  non.v   offers,    to  Jhetv  my   EJlectn   and  my  Affeclion 
for  the  Ejiglifi  Natto>7,  by  contributing   to   the  Advantage  of 
many  pri~jate  Perfons  in  that  Kingdom,  and  confequently  to  tht 
Satisfaction  of  the  Parliament,  atid  the  Nation  irfelf 

As  the  Frauds,  that  ha'oe  been  committed  in  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Charitable  Corporation,  ha^ue  made  a  great 
Ncife  c-very  nvhere.  People  here  have  been  fenfbly  touched 
moith  the  Misfortunes  thefe  Frauds  have  occafioned,  and  have 
felt  the  Inter eji  the  Nation  had  to  redrefs  them,  vohich  could 
7:ot  be  effeded,  hut  by  fixing  the  Per  [on  and  the  Papers,  the 
Books  and  the  Effeds  of  Mr  Thcmpfon,  vjhich  the  Parlia- 
ment had  not  yet  been  able  to  compafs. 

To  this  End  having  received  Advice,  that  the  faid  Thomp- 
fon  might  come  to  Rome  under  fame  borrovSd  Name,  the  ne- 
ceffary  Meafures  ivere  taken  to  put  him  under  an  Arrejl  upon 
his  Arrival  there,  vjhich  have  been  put  in  Execution  ;  at 
the  fame  Tijne  his  Papers,  Letters  he  has  received  from  Eng- 
land fence  his  Departure  from  thence.  Copies  of  Letters  he 
has  nj:ritten  to  his  Confidents,  and  Notes  of  his  mof  fecret 
A  fairs  have  been  feizcd :  He  hi/nfelf  is  at  prefent  in  the 
Cafle  of  St  Angelo,  and  has  by  this  Means  been  put  under 
a  Sort  of  Necefjity  to  difcover  the  ^vhole  Myfery  of  this 
Affair  ;  ^^hich  he  has  amply  done,  by  difcovering  not 
only  the  Bocks  and  EffcBs  of  the  Corporation,  but  alfo  his 
C'v:n. 

'[his  being  done,  I  have  been  ordered  to  comfnunicate  this 
important  Difcovery  to  vjkom  and  vjhcre  it  may  be  proper, 
for  the  Good  and  Advantage  of  the  Nation  ;  nt:herefore  I 
difpatched  v:ithout  Delay  a  Courier  to  one  of  fny  Correfpon- 
dents  at  Paris,  n.vith  all  the  Papers  relating  to  this  Affair, 
that  he  fnay  fad  the  Means  to  have  them  put  into  your 
Hands. 

But  as  Equity  requires,  thrt  the  Proprietors  of  the  Chari- 
t^oie   CortoruiliU,    v:ho   v:iH  rccip  fo  <j'reat  an  Advantage 

'         '^  f^n: 
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frim  this  Dtfcoveryy  Jhould yield  to  certain  Conditions  before    Anno  j.  Geo.  ii. 

the  Papers  and  Writings  be  delivered  to  you  j  /  hwve  ordered 

my    Coi-refpondent    to    injifi    oti  thefe   Conditions  being    pre* 

inoujly  agreed  to,    and  in  the  mean   Time  tir  look  on   thefe 

Papers,  as  a  ftmple   Depojit  in   his   Hands  not  td  be  parted 

tuith  till  this  be  done  ;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  this  Precautions 

as  luell  as  the   Conditions,    nvill  appear  juji  and  reafonable 

to  all  thofe  'who  are  interejled  in  this  Affair. 

Having  thus  difchargtd  my  Commiffion,  there  remains  fro- 
thing,  but  to  beg  you  ivill  be  perfuaded  of  my  Refpe£l  for 
'the  Nation,  and  of  the  Dejire  I  Jhall  always  ha^ve  to  con- 
hibute  to  iff  Advantage. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  is^c. 

John-Angelo  Belloni; 

Thien  Several  other  Papers  being  read,  the  Commons  came  The  Commons 
\.o  two  Refolutions,  with  which  the  Lords  concurred,  as  fol-  Beiioni's  Ltte'r' 
lows.  I.  Refolv'd  Nem.  Con.  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo-  iei?iith' wlkh 
i-al,  and  Commons  in  Parliament  affembled.  That  the  Paper  R<;fo'u''f>n  t-a 

'  '1  Lords  corKur« 

dated  at  Rome,  the  4th  of  Mayi  1732,  N.  S.  figned  John 
Angelo  Belloni,  is  an  inlblent  and  audacious  Libel,  attempt- 
ing, by  falfe  and  infidious  Infmuations,  to  impofe  upon  the 
Parliament  and  Britifh  Nation  ;  and  by  fpecious  Pretences^ 
and  Profeffions  of  Efteem,  Affection,  and  Compaffion,  to  a- 
mufe  the  unhappy  Sufferers  of  the  Charitable  Corporation* 
with  Vain  and  deceitful  Hopes  of  Relief  :  That  the  faid  Pa- 
per is,  in  itfelf,  abfurd  arid  contradiftory,  conceived,  at  the 
beginning,  in  Terms  and  in  the  Style  of  Power  and  Authori- 
ty, or  as  proceeding  from  fome  extraordinary  Intereft  and 
Influence,  but  concluding  in  the  Perfon  and  Charafter  of  a 
J5rivate  Banker  of  Rome  ;  offering,  upon  certain  Condition?, 
on  the  behalf  of  John  Thompfon,  to  deliver  certain  Books 
and  Papers  of  the  faid  Thompfon,  the  Contents,  Value,  and 
Confequence  whereof  are  unknown,  without  any  Offer  to 
furrender  the  Perfon  of  the  faid  Thompfon,  although  repre»-- 
fented  to  have  been  arrefted  and  detained  in  fafe  Cuftody, 
from  a  Senfe  of  the  Frauds  committed  by  him,  and  a  due 
Regard  to  Juftice ;  the  Cor.diiions,  dLmand<=d  and  infilled 
upon  by,  and  in  behalf  of,  the  faid  Thompfon,  appearing;  at 
the  fame  time  to  be  loofe,  evafive,  and  uncertain,  tendin? 
to  procure  Advantages  and  Indemnity  to  himfelf  and  his 
Accomplices,  without  any  Intention  or  Profpett  of  Benefit  to 
the  Corporation  :  And  that  this  whole  'IVanfaftion  appears 
to  be  a  fcandalous  Artifice,  calculated  purely  to  delude  the 
Unhappy,  and  to  difguife  and  conceal  the  wicked  Pradices 
cf  the  profefTed  Enemies  to  his  Majedy's  Peffon,  down. 
Vol.  II,  1  i  4it.*ti 
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Anno  J.  Ceo.  II.  and  Dignity.     II.  Refolved,  That  in   Abhorrence  and  De-- 
^^_^_JI}^-    J  teitation  of  this  viie   Attempt,    the  laid    infamous   Libel  be 
It  i«aifo  ordjiM    bumt  bv  the  Hands  of  the    common    Hangman,  before  the 
to  be  burnt  b>  the  Royal -Exchange  in   London,  upcwi  Friday  next,    at  One  of 
^minon    ..ng-     ^^^^   Clock :  And  that  the  SherifFs  of  London  do  then   at- 
tend, and  caufe  the  fame  to  be  bumt  there  accordingly. 
An  Addrefs  for  a       MayZs^.  The  Houfe  refolv'd.  That  an  Addrefs    be  pre- 
tot'ion'ofthcltrre  Rented  to  his  Majefty  to  give  Direftions  to  the  Commiffioners 
Coicni-t "'""■"    ^°''  '^'■•^^^  ^^^  Plantations,    to  prepare  a  farther  Reprefenta- 
tion,  \_See  p.  84.]  to  be  laid  before    the  Houfe,  in   the  next 
SefTioii  of  Parliament,  of  the  State  of  his  Majelly's  Colonies 
and  Plantations  in  America  ;  with  refpedl  to  any  Laws  made, 
Manuf-:(ftures    fet  up,    or    Trade  carried  on   there,  which 
may  affcft  the  Trade,  Navigation,  and  Manufadures  of  this 
Kingdom.     It  was  alfo   refolved.  That  an  Addrefs  be  pre- 
o'.uu'^^VwhaMn-  fcnted  to  his  Majeity  to  give  Orders,  that  the  proper  Officers 
^v^fni'othe'lc'^-"  ^onld  provide  Copies,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,    in    the 
r-iiGtr/ernori  (V  next  Scifion  of  Parliament,  of  the  feveral  Inftruftions,  which 
ooiut;,  c.  j^^^  ^^^^  given  by  her   late  Majelly,  his  late  Majclly,  and 
his  prefent  Majefty,  to    the   refpc(fti\-e  Governors  of  his  Co- 
lonies in  America,  relating  to  the  taking,  or  not  taking  any 
Sums  of  Money,  by  way  of  Prefent  or  Salary  from   the  In- 
habit'ints    thereof,    and   when  and  how  the  fame  have  at 
any  Time  been  varied  ;  and  alfo  what  Dircdions  had  been 
given  by  any  of  their  faid  Majeiiies,  for  the  Repair  of  the 
Forts  and  Fortifications  ofBarbadoes  and  the  Leeu'ard  Wands. 
The  Royal  AfTciit       June  I .  The    King  came   to   the  Houfe   of  Peers,    and 
Tciatii;  to  the  "    gave  tlic  Royal  AlTcnt  to   the  Bills   relating  to   the  Earl  of 
valr''  EA^C'    Derwentwaicr's  Eitate,  and  to    the   Cliaritable  Corporation, 
the  chnritaDic       ^5  ^\{q  jq  feveral  other  nublick  and  private  Bills,  after  which 
his  Majcfiy  made  the  following  Speech  to  both  Houfes. 


The  Ki-a'5 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

^      K   ■      .•      "  "\7  0U  having  now  difpatched  all  the  Publick  Bufmefs, 

a  1  1-nd  1 1  the    "  '«     \     that  it  was  practicable  for  you  to  go  through  with  at 

lu^ciioij,         ^^  prefent,  and  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  being  fo  far  advanced, 

"  I  believe  it  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  you,  that  I  give  you 

*■'  an  Opportunity  of  retiring  into  the    Country,   by  putting 

*'  an  End  to  this  Stfficn  of  Parliament. 

"  Jt  is  unnecefiary  for  me  to  reprefent  to  you  the  happy 
*'  State  and  Situation  of  Publick  AfTiirs,  both  at  Home  and 
*'  Abroad.  You  muft  all  be  fenlible  of  what  is  univerfally 
"  feen  and  felt  in  the  full  Enjoyment  of  a  general  Peace. 
*'  The  Concurrence  of  tne  States  General,  in  the  late  Treaty 
«  of  Vienna,  has  perfected  the  Eilabiifliment  of  the  pubiick 
"  Trantjuility,  as  far  as  human  Prudence  can  forefce  or 
*'  provide  ;  and  a  faithful  Obfervance  and  Execution  of  the 
"  Treaties  and  Alliance?,  now  fubfiftirg  among  the  feveral 
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*•  Princes  and  Powers  of  Europe,   free  from  groandlefs  Jea-    Anno  j.  Geo.  ii. 
"  loufies,  and  void  of  all  ambitious  Views,  will  be  the  mod  \_,  i,— , -ii.,,  j 
*'  efFedluai  Means   to  continue  and  preferve   thefe   Bleffings 
"  to  us. 

Gentlemen   of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  I  return  you  my  Thanks  for  the  Provifions  you  have 
*'  made  for  the  Defence  and  Security  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
"  for  carrying  on  the  Service  of  the  current  Year.  It  is  a 
*'  great  Satisfiftion  to  me  to  fee  you  have  turned  your 
"  Thoughts  towards  raifing  the  necefiary  Supplies,  by  fucli 
"  Methods,  as  may  be  the  leail:  burthenfome  to  my  People  : 
♦*  And  as  this  cannot  but  be  received  in  the  Country  as  a 
"  mort  grateful  and  acceptable  Service,  I  hope  it  will  en- 
"  courage  you  to  purfue  fuch  Meafures  for  the  future,  as 
"  may  on  all  Occafions  render  the  Supplies,  that  fhall  be  ne- 
"  cefTary,  as  equal  and  eafy  as  is  poffible. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  It  being  neceflary  for  me  to  vifit  my  German  Domini- 
"  ons  this  Year,  I  have  determined  to  leave  the  Queen  Re- 
"  gent  here  during  my  Abfence  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  it 
"  will  be  your  Endeavours  to  make  the  Government  as  eafy 
"  to  her,  as,  I  am  confident,  it  will  be  her  Care,  by  ajuil 
"  and  prudent  Adminiilration,  to  deferve  your  Duty  and 
"  Regard.  I  recommend  to  you  all  in  your  fevcral  Stati- 
*'  ons,  to  rtudy  and  confult  the  Prefcrvation  of  the  Peace 
"  and  Quiet  of  the  Kingdom." 

Then  the  Lord   Chancellor,   by  his    Majefly's  Command,  The  P;iri;ament 
prorogued  the  Parliament    to  the  27th  of  July  :    They  were  p™' '■•'="'■''• 
afterwards  farther  proroug'd  to  the  i6th  of  January. 

STEECHES  md  DEBATES 

In  the  Sixth  Session  of  the 

F'lrfl  Parliament  of  King  George  1 1. 

ON    the     1 6th   of  January  the   King  came    to   the  '^'■•''°5;,^-"-  "• 

Houfe  of  Peers,  and    the  Comnvjns  attending,  his 

Majefly   open'd  the   Sefllons     with  tlie    following 
Speech. 

My   Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  TT  is  a  great  Satisfaction  to  me,  that  the  prefent  Situation  ^•■^■■%':-  '^r^.-ch  -n 
"  X  of  Affairs,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  makes  it  unne-  "i^^l  ''  ""■  "^ 
*'  ceflary    for   me  to  lay   before  vou  any  ether  Rc.ifor.s   for 
I  i   .:         '  nir 
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'Anno  6.  Ceo.  II.  **  my  callitjg*  you  together  at  this  Time ;  but  the  ordinary 

^    7— "^—  I  _f  "  Dispatch  of  the  Publick  Bufinefs,  and  that  I  may  have  ai^ 

■'  Opportunity  of  receiving  your  Advice  upon  fuch  Affairs  as 

*'  may  occur  to  you,  and  fhall  require  the  Care  and  Con- 

^^  fidel-ation  of  Parliament. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*'  I  will  order  the  proper  Officers   to  lay  before  you  the 

*'  Eftimates   for   the  Service  of  the  current   Year  j  and  I 

**  make  no  Doubt  but  that  you  will,  with  the  fame  Chear- 

"  fulnefs  as  I  have  dways  experienced   in  you,  eifedually 

"  raife  fuch  Supplies,  as  you  (hall  judge    neceffary  for   the 

**  Honour,  Safety,  and   Defence  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  i 

•*  cannot  but  recommend  it  to  you,  as  a  Confideration  wor- 

"  thy  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  that  in  all  your  De- 

"  liberations,  as  well  upon  raifing  the  annual  Supplies,  as  the 

**  Diflribution  of  the  Publick  Revenues,  you   purfue    iuch 

*•  Meafures  as  will  moft  conduce  to  the  prefent  and  future 

**  Eafe  of  thofe  you  reprefent. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  You  mufl  be  fenfible,    that  it  is  very  defirable  to  give 

*'  all  poiTible  Difpatch  to  the  Publick  Bufinefs,  and  that  no- 

*'  thing  can   give  more  Weight  and   Credit  to  all  your  Re- 

*'  folutions,  than  to  avoid  unreafonable  Heats  and   Animofi- 

*'  ties,  and  not  to   fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  diverted,  by  any 

*'  fpecious  Pretences,  from  ftedfaftly  purfuing  the  true  Inte- 

**  reft  of  your  Country  :  Let  that   be  your  firft  and  princi- 

*'  pal  Care ;  and   the  People  will  be  fenfible  of  the  Benefits 

*'  they  fhall  receive  from  your  Wifdom   and   Refolution,  in 

*'  preferring  their  Eafe  and  the  Publick  Good    to  all  other 

*'  Coi'iiderationi. 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  Houfe,  Mr  Speakeif. 
reported  his  Majefty's  Speech  to  both  Houfes,  and  the  fame 
^I^"^/°'"''^>'•'  being  read,  Mr  Henry  Brqmley,  Knight  of  the  Shire  for 
drcis  of  Thanks.'"  Cambridge,  flood  up  and  took  Notice,  *  That  the  prefent 
profound  Tranquility  was  entirely  owing  to  his  Majefty's 
great  Wifdom  and  Conduct,  by  which  he  had  furmounted 
all  thofe  Difficulities,  which  were  thrown  in  his  Way  by  the 
Snemies  of  the  Nation,  and  had  thereby  at  laft  eftablifh'd 
our  Affiirs  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  upon  a  moft  firm,  and 
he  hoped,  a  lafiing  Bafis  :  That  we  ow'd  a  great  many  Ac- 
knowledgements of  Thanks  to  his  Majerty,  for  his  prudent 
and  ciireful  Management  of  our  Affliirs  both  at  Home  and 
Abroad,  and  therefore  he  would  beg  Leave  to  move.  That  an 
humbic  Addiels  be  prefented  to  Jiis  Majefty,  to  return  the 
Thanks  of  the  Hoafc  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne  ;  to  cxprefs  tlie  Satisfaftion  of  the  Houfe  at  the 
prefent  Situation  of  Affairs  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  ;  and  to 
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aflure  his  Majefty,  that  the  Houfe  would,  with  all  poflible 
Duty  to  his  Majefty,  and  juft  Regard  and  Concern  for  thofe 
they  reprefented,  chearfully  and  efFeftually  raife  fuch  Sup- 
plies as  fhould  be  neceffary  for  the  Honour,  Safety,  and  De-» 
fence  of  his  Majelty  and  his  Kingdoms ;  and  that,  in  all 
their  Deliberations  upon  raifing  the  annual  Supplies,  and  the 
Diltribution  of  the  Publick  Revenues,  they  would  purfue 
fuch  Mealures  as  would  moll  conduce  to  the  prefent  and  fu- 
ture Eafe  of  their  Fellow-Subje*^  ;  and  that,  in  order  to  give 
the  necelTary  Difpatch  to  the  Publick  Bafmefs,  and  that  their 
Proceedings  might  carry  with  them  that  Weight  and  Credit 
in  the  Nation,  which  ought  always  to  attend  the  Refoluti- 
onsofthe  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  they  would  endea- 
vour to  avoid  all  unreafonable  Heats  and  Animofities,  and 
not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  diverted,  bv  any  fpecious  Pretences 
whatfoever,  from  lledfalHy  purfuing  the  true  Interell  of  their 
Country,  which  ihould  upon  all  Occafions  be  their  firil  and 
principal  Care.'  This  Motion  was  feconded  by  Mr  Knight, 
Member  for  Sudbury,  who  likewife  fpoke  in  Praife  of  his 
Majefty's  Conduft,  and  added,  *  That  he  hoped  the  Houfe 
would  be  unanimous  in  agreeing  to  the  Addrefs  of  Thanks, 
moved  for  by  the  honourable  Member  who  had  fpoke  before 
him.'  Hereupon  Sir  John  Barnard,  Member  for  London,  sir  j.  Bamar* 
rofe  up  and  mov'd  for  an  Amendment  to  the  faid  Motion 
as  follows : 

Mr  Speaker, 
*  I  ihall  always  be  ready  to  make  all  proper  Acknow-? 
ledgements  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty  ;  but  there  are  fome 
Words  in  the  Motion  made  by  the  honourable  Gentleman 
who  fpoke  firft,  which  I  cannot  but  take  Notice  of.  I  dp 
not  really  know  what  the  honourable  Gentleman  means  by 
faying,  '  We  will  endeavour  to  avoid  all  unreafonable  Heats 

*  and   Animofities,   and  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  diverted 

*  by  any  fpecious  Pretences  whatfoever.'  I  hope  there  never 
v/ere,  nor  never  will  be  any  unreafonable  Heats  or  Animo- 
fities in  this  Houfe,  nor  any  fpecious  Pretences  made  ufe  of 
by  any  Gentleman  who  has  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member 
thereof;  at  leaft,  I  hope,  that  if  any  Man  fhall  ever  be  vain 
enough  to  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  this  Houfe,  by  making 
ufe  of  fpecious  Pretences  for  concealing  Defigns  which  he 
dare  not  openly  ai'ow,  that  there  will  always  be  in  this  Houfe 
Men  of  Undcrftanding  and  Integrity  fufficient  to  expole  any 
fuch  Attempt,  and  to  render  it  vain  and  ridiculous.  But  if 
any  Gentleman  of  the  Houfe  happens  not  to  like  what  is 
faid,  or  what  is  moved  for  by  another,  cannot  he  oppofe  it, 
and  give  his  Reafons  for  fo  doing,  without  being  guilty  of  any 
unreafonable  Heat  or  Animofity,  or  of  making  ufe  of  fpe- 
pipus  Pretences  f    I  mult    fay,    Sir,  t^^at  the  ueuring  fuch 
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Words  (.0  be  put  into  our  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefiy, 
to  me  looks  as  if  the  Gentleman  was  confcious  that  there  is 
fomething  to  be  brought  before  us,  in  this  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  he  forefees  will  meet  with  a  warm  Oppofition  ; 
and,  I  hope,  if  any  Thing  of  an  extraordinary  Nature  is  to 
be  brought  before  us,  no  Gentleman  will  be  precluded  by 
thefe  Words,  or  by  any  Words  that  can  be  put  into  our  Ad- 
drefs, from  giving  his  Sentiments  freely  upon  any  Queflion 
that  may  occur.  If  any  Thing  fhould  happen  to  be  propo- 
fed  in  this  Houfe,  which  evidently  appears  to  be  inconiillent 
with  the  Liberties  or  the  Trade  of  this  Nation,  I  hope  the 
Indignation  of  every  Man  that  thinks  fo,  will  rife  againil 
fuch  a  Propofitiori,  and  that  he  will  oppofe  it  with  that 
honcll  Warmth,  as  becomes  every  Man  who  has  the  Happi- 
nefs  of  his  Country  really  at  Heart :  Such  a  Warmth  is  no 
nnreafonable  Heat;  it  does  not  proceed  from  Animohty, 
but  from  that  honell  Zeal,  which  every  Man  in  this  Houfe 
ought  to  have  for  the  Conllitution  ofiiis  Country,  and  for 
the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  People  he  repreients. 

'  But  before  I  fay  any  Thing  more  upon  this  Subjeft,  I 
riV.ifc  take  Notice  of  a  preceding  Part  of  the  Motion  made 
bv  the  honourable  Gentlcnan  :  He  propofes  for  us  to  fay, 
'  That  wc  will  raife  the  Supplies  in  fuch  Manner  as  will  moil 
'  conduce  to  the  prefent  and  future  Eafe  of  the  Subjedt.'' 
Now,  there  fccms  to  be  a  great  Jealoufy  without  Door?, 
as  if  fomething  were  intended  to  be  done  in  this  Seffion  of 
Parliament,  that  may  be  deftruiflive  to  our  Liberties,  and  de- 
trimental to  our  Trade  :  From  whence  this  Jealoufy  hath 
arifen,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  there  is  fuch  a 
J'jalonfy  among  all  Sorts  of  People,  and  in  all  Corners  of  the 
Nation  ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to  take  tho  firil  Opportu- 
nity to  quiet  the  Minds  of  the  People,  and  to  affire  them 
toat  they  may  depend  upon  the  Honour  aw  i  Integrity  of 
the  Members  of  this  Houfe  ;  and  that  we  never  will  confent 
to  anv  Thing  that  may  h.ive  the  lealt  Appearance  of  being 
deflriiflivc  to  their  Liberties,  or  detrimental  to  their  Trade  ; 
for  which  Reafon  I  muil  move  for  an  Amendment,  and  that 
chef::.'  Words,  A.id  fuch  as  Jhall  be  conJiJIe:2t  <-i.mth  the  Trade, 
In'ereJ},  and  Libert}  of  the  Nation,  may  be  added  to  what 
the  honourable  Gentleman  has  already  propofed.' 

Sir  ]uhn  Barnard  was  back'd  by  Mr  Sandys,  Member 
for  'Worcefter,  who  declared,  '  I'hat  lie  faw  no  Manner  of 
Occafion  for  inferring,  '  That  they  fhould  endeavour  to  a- 
*  void  all  unrcafor.able  Heats  and  Animofitics,  nor  fufFer 
'  thenifelv".'  to  be  diverted  by  any  fpccious  Pretences ;' for 
I'lat  'twar-  neve;  to  be  prt'fum'd  with  regard  to  the  Houfe 
of  Common?,  rlut  liicv  ihould  fill  iiro  any  unreafonable 
''I.:;;,  run!  .\n;i:iGilUvJ,.  or  fuirtT  LliCini'dvss  Ly  be  diverted  by 
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fpeclous  Pretences  from  ftedfaftly  purfuing  the  true  Intereft  of  Anno  6.  Geo.  ii. 
their  Country :  That  fuch  a  Reflexion  was  derogatory  to  the  ,     'jj^'H'   j 
Honour  of  the  Houfe  in  general,  and   of  that  Houfe  in  par- 
ticular, who   delerved   it,  in   his  Opinion,  as  little  as  any 
Houfe  ever  did  j    nay,    'twas   fomewhat  ftrange  that   this 
Houfe,  after  having  fat  fo  quietly  for  fo  many  SeCions,  and 
granted  fo   many  confiderable  Supplies,  ihould  at  length  fo 
oflicioufly  be  put  in  mind  of  their   Duty,    and  defired  to  a- 
void  unreafonable  Heats  and  Animofuics  :  And  as  for  the 
other  Part  of  the  Motion,  taken  Notice  of  by  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard, 'twas  his  Opinion  the  Amendment  propofed  was  not 
only   very  proper,   but  alfo  became   abfolutely  neceffary  at 
that  Juncture.' 

Then  Mr  Shippen  moved  for  a  farther  Amendment  as  Mr  shippen. 
follows  : 

Mr  Speaker, 

'  I  have  always  been  againft  long  Addreffes ;  I  am  ready 
enough  to  agree  to  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Majefty  for 
his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  but  fuch  Ad- 
drefs ought  to  be  in  the  moll  concife  Terms,  and  the  moll 
general  Words  :  This  was  the  ancient  Ufage  of  Parliament, 
and  I  find  but  few  of  our  old  Cuftoms  that  are  altcr'd  for  the 
better  :  However,  if  we  muft  go  on  with  the  Cuftom  of 
making  long-winded  Addreffes,  I  think  we  ought  to  take  . 
fomc  Notice  of  the  Spirit  that  is  at  prefent  among  the  Peo- 
ple. It  is  very  certain,  that  there  are  great  Fears,  Jealoufies, 
and  Sufpicions  without  Doors,  that  fomething  is  to  be  at- 
tempted in  this  Seflion  of  Parliament,  which  is  generalfy 
thought  to  be  deftrudive  to  the  Liberties  and  to  the  Trade 
of  this  Nation.  There  is  at  prefent  a  mofl  remarkable  and 
general  Spirit  among  the  People,  for  protefting  and  defending 
their  Liberties  and  their  Trade,  in  Oppofition  to  thofe  At- 
tempts which  they  expeft  are  to  be  made  againft  both  : 
From  all  Quarters  we  hear  of  Meetings  and  Refolutions  for 
that  Purpofe  ;  and  this  Spirit  is  fo  general,  that  it  cannot  be 
afcribed  to  any  one  Set  of  Men  :  They  cannot  be  branded 
with  the  Name  of  Jacobites  or  of  Republicans,  nor  can  it 
be  faid  that  this  Oppofition  is  made  only  by  Jacobites  and 
Republicans ;  no,  the  whole  People  of  England  feem  to  be 
united  in  this  Spirit  of  Jealouly  and  Oppofition.  Whether 
there  be  any  Rcafon  or  Ground  for  exerting  fuch  a  Spirit 
at  prefent,  T  do  not  know  ;  but  I  am  fure  it  ought  not  to  be 
entirely  ncgleflcd.  It  is  well  known  that  I  am  no  Friend  to 
popuLr  Rcmonflrances ;  a  M;in  that  is  a  Favourer  of  Monar- 
chy cannot  well  approve  of  fuch  Meafures  ;  but  fuch  P^e- 
monftrances  are  not  to  be  contemned  :  A  thorough  Contenjpt 
cf  them  may  produce  the  moft  terrible  Effeds. 

'  I  look  on  it  asamoft  ccvtain  Ma.xim,  thjt  the  People  never 

would 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II.   would  fcJ  generally  complain,   unlefs  they  found  themfelveV 
^  'T^^^l;    ^  fome  way    hurt ;  and   then  they  have  a  Right  to  complain^ 
and  it  is  our  Duty  to  take  Notice  of  their  Complaints  ;   but 
at  the  fame  Time  we  ought  to  have  a  Regard  to  the    Ho- 
nour and  Dignity  of  Parliament ;  for  which  Reafon  Ifhall  beg 
Leave  to  add  to   the  Amendment  propofed,  and  move  that 
thefe  Words,  And  fuch  as  /hall  he  confident  njcith  the  Honour 
and  Jujlice  of  Parliarnent,   may   be  added  to  what  has  been 
before  propofed.' 
Sir  R,  Waipoic.         The  Addition  of  thefe  Words   being  approved  of  by  Sir 
John  Barnard  and  Mr  Sandys,  Sir  Robert  Walpole   flood  up 
next,  and  fpoke  as  follows. 
Mr  Speaker, 
•  I  now  riferup.  Sir,  to  do  what  is  not  ufual  for  me  to 
do  ;  it  is  to  fecond  a  Motion  made  by  my  worthy  Friend 
who  fpoke  laft.     I  was  really  of  Opinion,  that  his  Majefly's 
Speech  was   in  fuch  Terms,  that  no   Exception  could  have 
been  taken  to  any  one  Word  or  it  ;  and  the  Motion  for  an 
Addrefs  of  Thanks  was  fo  ihort  and  fo  agreeable  to  his  Ma- 
jelly's  Speech,  that  I  could  not  imagine  any  fuch  Objefliori 
could    liave  been  made,   as  has   been  made  to  fome  of  the 
Words  thereof.     His  Majefty  in  his  Speech  recommends  the 
avoiding  of  unreafonable  Heats  and  Animofities,  and  in  An- 
fwer  to  that  Part  of  his  Majefty's  Speech,    the  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  moved  for   the  Addrefs,  propofed   that  we 
ihould  fay,  that  we  would  avoid  all  unreafonable  Heats  and 
'-■--  Animofities:  In  my  Opinion,  there  cannot  be  a  more  pro- 

per Return  to  that  Part  of  the  Speech:  And  as  his  Majefty 
onlv  defires  that  we  would  avoid  all  unreafonable  Heats 
and  Animofities,  he  furely  did  not  thereby  intend  to  preclude 
any  Man  from  offering  his  Sentiments  freely  on  whatever 
may  be  propofed.  If  any  Thing  be  propofed  that  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  Publick  Good,  no  Oppofition  thereto  can  be 
called  an  unreafonable  Heat  or  Animofity ;  nor  is  fuch  ah 
Oppofition  any  Way  comprehended  in  the  Words  made  ufe 
of  by  his  Majclty,  in  his  moll  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne. 

*  As  for  the  Amendment  propofed  in  the  other  Part  of 
the  Motion,  it  really  fcems  to  me  to  be  liable  to  the  fame 
Objedlion,  tiiat  has  been  made  tj  the  Words  I  have  jull  no\v 
taken  Notice  of.  It  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  we  will  do 
any  Thing  that  is  inconfilleiit  with  the  Honour  and  Juftice 
of  Parliament ;  if  any  facli  Thing  fhould  be  propofed,  it 
would,  without  Doubt,  be  rejefted  with  Scorn.  And  as  for 
the  Tride  of  the  Nation,  I  do  not  know  what  the-Gentle- 
men  mean  thereby  ;  but  as  to  what  I  mean  by  the  Trade  of 
the  Nation.,  and  in  lo  far  as  I  underlland  it,  I  hope  nothing 
will  ever  be  brought  into  this  Houfe  tha:  is  or  can  be  de- 
trimental 


trimental  thereto ;  If  there  Ihould,  it  would  moft  certainly  Anno  6.  Geo.  tu 
be  rejefted.    I  am  fure.  Sir,  that  I  know  of  no  fuch  Defign,  ^     '-j"- 'm  j 
I  know  of  nothing  that  is  to  be  brought  in,  that  can  any        ■    ^  - 
Way  injure  the  'Tjrade  of  the  Nation  ;  but  if  any  Thing  can 
be  propofcd  for  the  Iin|)rovement  thereof,  I  fhall  very  readily 
agree  to  it,  and  jTo,  1  hope,  will  every  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe.  'Z    "  "      '.    ; 

'  I  agree  with  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 
that  the  Complaints  of  the  People  are  not  to  be  negleSed, 
when  they  are  fmcere  and  true ;  I  hope  they  will  always  be 
regarded  by  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe :  If  the  People 
are  hamper'd  in  their  Trade,  or  in  any  other  Way  hurt,  they 
mull  feel  it,  and  they  will  feel  it  before  they  begin  to  com- 
plain ;  in  fuch  Cafe  it  is  the  Duty  of  this  Houfe,  not  only 
to  hear  their  Complaints,  but  to  find  out  a  Remedy,  if  pof- 
fible  :  But  the  People  may  be  taught  to  complain,  they  may 
be  made  to  feel  imaginary  Ills,  and  by  fuch  Praftices  they 
are  often  induced  to  make  Complaints  before  they  feel  any 
Uneafinefs.  However,  let  the  People's  Complaints  be  real  or 
imaginary,  let  them  be  well  or  ill  founded,  it  does  not  fig- 
nify  to  the  prefent  Queftion  :  If  the  Gentlemen  think  it 
neccfTary  to  add  the  Words  tliey  have  propofed,  the  Adding 
or  not  Adding  of  them  is  to  me  a  Matter  of  abfolute  IndiiFe- 
rence,  they  may  do  whatever  they  think  proper.' 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  having  done  fpeaking,  Mr  Walter  ^r  w.  Phmer. 
Plunier  hereupon  replied,  *  That  he  did  not  know  whether 
or  no  the  People  might  be  taught  to,  complain  when  they 
felt  no  Hurt ;  but  was  well  affur'd,  that  if  by  any  Means  they 
were  taught  not  to  complain,  they  would  at  laft  come  to 
feel  the  Hurt  feverely,  when  perhaps  their  Complaints  would 
avail  nothing,  but  rather  expofe  them  to  the  Contempt  of 
thofe  who  liad  done  them  the  greateft  Injuries.' 

Then  Sir  John  Barnard  flood  up  again,  and  fpoke  as  sir  j.  Barnarf, 
follows : 

Mr  Speaker, 
'  If  the  honourable  Gentle^nan  on  the  Floor  [Sir  Robert 
'Walpo/e']  thinks  that  our  Trade  cannot  be  hurt  by  what  the 
People  fecm  to  be  afraid  of,  I  am  fure  he  mull  think  that  he 
underflands  Trade  better  than  all  the  Traders  in  England  ; 
^nd  if  that  is  his  Notion,  I  do  not  really  underfland  what 
Trade  he  means,  but  he  mull  mean,  by  the  Trade  of  the 
Nation,  fomething  different  from  what  is  thereby  meant  by 
all  thofe  that  are  concerned  therein,  I  thought  I  had  given 
a  fufficient  Reafon  for  adding  the  Words  I  propored  ;  but 
fince  it  has  been  infmuated,  that  they  are  liable  to  the  fame 
Objeftion  as  the  Words  firft  taken  Notice  of  by  me,  I  mufl 
explain  myfelf  a  little  farther.  It  is  certainly  to  be  prefum'd, 
that  this  Houfe  will  never  agree  to  any  Thing  that  is  de- 
Vot.  11.  Kk  ftruaive 
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AAno  c.  Geo.  II.  ftrudive  to  the  Liberties,  or  detrimental  to  the  Trade  qF  th? 

'Ci  ~L~'ii-^f  Nation :  I  am  fure,  if  ever  we  do,  we. ftiajl  do  what  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  Honour  and  Juftice  of  parliament.  ,  This  is 
certainly  not  to  be  prefiini'd'j  yet  we  fin4  t^l^erp  is  a  Spirit  of 
Jealoufy  gone  forth  ;  there  are  very  general  Apprehenfioris' 
that  fome  fuch  Thing  is  intended  ;  and  For  this '  Reafon,  I 
.  moved  for  the  Amendment  ;  but  there  are .  no  Jealoufies,  po' 
Fears  of  our  falling  into  unreafonable  Heats  and  Animofities  ; 
his  Majefty,  I  hope,  never  had  any  fuch  Jealoufy,  and  I  am 
fure  the  Body  of  the  People  apprehend  no  fuch  Misfortune ; 
and  therefore  there  is  no  Reafon  for  having  any  fuch  Words 
in  our  Addrefs.' 

The  Queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  Amendment  propofed 
was   agreed   to  without   any   Divifion  :  Then   Sir  Thomas 

Sir  r.  Aftoq.        Afton,  Member  for  Leverpool,  flood  up,  and  made  a  farther 
Objeftion  to  Mr  Broruley's  Motion  as  follows  :  ,     ^: 

Mr  Speaker, 

*  I  cannot  in  any  Addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
approve  of  faying  what  I  do  not  believe  to  be  true.  It  is 
propofed,.  that  we  (hould  congratulate  his  Majefty  upon  the 
Situation  of  our  Affairs  both  Abroad  and  at  Home.  This  I 
cannot  by  any  Means  agree  to,  becaufe  I  do  not  really  think 
that  our  Aifairs  are  in  the  beft  Situation  either  Abroad  or  at 
Home.  Are  not  our  Neighbours  the  f  rench  ftill  going  on 
in  fortifying  and  relloring  the  Harbour. of  Dunkirk,  under 
our  very  Nofe,  and  contrary  to  the  Faith  of  the  moft  folemn 
Treaties  ?  We  cannot*now  fay  that  the  French  are  our  good 
Allies;  and  by  their  Behaviour  in  this  Particular,  we  rnay  fe« 
that  we  cannot  much  depend  upon  the  Faith  of  any  of  the 
.Treaties  now  fubfifting  between  us  and'  them  :  Even  this  very 
Affair  wc  m?y»  perhaps,  in  a  little  Time  hear  made  Ufe  of^ 
as  an  Argument  for  our  keeping  up  a  numerous  Standing 
Army  in  Time  of  Peace;  and  can  we  exprefs  a  Satisfaftion 
at  the  prefent  Situation  of  our  Affairs,  as  long  as  there  is 
any  Argument  left  for  keeping  up  a.  numerous  Standing 
Army  in  Time  of  Peace,  which  has  always  been  thought  fo 
inconfii'lent  with  the  Conltitution  and  Liberties  of  our 
Country  ? 

*  Have  our  Merchants  as  yet  met  with  any  Redrefs  for 
thofe  Depredations  committed  upon  them  by  the  Spaniards  ? 
Is  not  that  A  flair  ilill  delay 'd  and  put  off,  notwithllanding 
the  mcfl  explicite  Engagements  enter'd  into  by  the  famous 
Treaty  of  Seville  ?  That  Treaty  which  we  have  heard  fo 
much  applauded,  and  by  which  we  enter'd  into  Engagements 
of  the  greatefl  Confcqaence ;  on  our  Part  it  has  been  moft 
punftually  performed,  and  yet  our  plunder'd  Countrymen, 
our  Merck'nts,  are  fli!l  v/aitirg  for  that  Reparation,  which 
lii  Juilicc  is  due  to  ihei~,  v/hich  by  the  moll '  folcmn  Engage- 
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Ments  has  been  ftipulated  for  themv  and  which  was,  I  iftay  Anno  e.  Seo.  li. 
fay,  the  only  Stipulation,  in    our  Favour  contain'd  in  that  ^....t^tii.j 
Treaty.     Shall  we  then  fayj  that  we  are  fatisfy'd  with  the 
-prefenc  Situation  of  oar  Affairs,  while  the  Cries  and  Com- 
plaints of  our  injur'd  and  unredreified  Countrymen  are  daily 
meeting  us  in  every  Corner  of  the  Streets  ?  .\ 

. .  '  Again,  as  to  our  Home  Affairs,  is  notour  Trade  daily 
.decaying  ?  Even  our  Staple  Manufadlure  is  almoft  qiiitfe 
jundone.  •  There  is  fcarcely  any  Sort  of  Trade  in  a  thriving 
jCdnditipn,  but  that  in  Change- Alley  ;  and  there.  Sir,  there 
are  fuch  abominable  Frauds,  and  ilich  w5ckcd  Impofitions 
.Idaily  Tpr&fiKed,  that  many  honeft  well-tneaning  Men  have 
thereby  been  totally  ruin'd  and  undone.  Does  not  almoft 
every  Seflion  of  Parliament  open  to  us  fome  new  Scene  of 
-Villainy  and  Roguery  ?  Thelc  Calamities  are  almolt  uni- 
verfal,  thtey  do  not  fall  upon  ftnglfe  Perfons,  or  upOn  a  itw; 
but  upon  Multitudes  at  a  Time  ;  and  thefe,  for  what.  I 
know,  may  be  owing,  in  fome  Mealure,  to  fome  of  thofe.  Per-' 
fons  who  have  in.  their  Hands  the  Management  of  Peblick 
•Affairs  :  It  may  be  owing  to  their  Negled  that  Rogues  are 
thus  enabled  to  drefs  up  and  manage  fuch  pabliek  Scenes  of 
Knavery.  While  fuch  fraudulent  Praftices  are  fuffer'd,  and 
our  Trade  thereby  fo  much  injured,  can  we  approach  the 
Thjone,  and  fay  in  fuch  a  folemn  Manner,  that  we  are  fatif-^ 
fy'dwith  the  Situatipn  of  our  Affairs  at  Home  ?  For  my  Part, 
I  am  no  Way  fatisfy'd  with  the  prefent  Situation  of  our 
Affairs  either  Abroad  or  at  Home,  and-therefore  I  mufl:  move 
that  thefe  Words  fhould  be  left  out^  or  fome  Way  alter 'd.'  ■ 
,  Upon  this  Mr.  Speaker  flood  up,  and  told  Sir  Thomas  j^.  ,,ij,j.pj.. 
Afton,  *  That  by  the  Orders  of  the  Hbufe,  and  the  conftant 
Forms  of  their  Proceiedings,  the  making  of  an  Amendment 
to  any  Part  of  a  Motion,  was  an  Approbatipn  of  every  pre- 
ceeding  Part  of  that  Motion  ;  and  as  that  Part  of  the  Mo- 
tion, which  he  propofed  to  amend,  preceded  that  which  the 
Houfe  had  agreed  to  amend,  therefore  they  could  not  noW 
receive  his  Motion.'  This  lall  Motion  was  therefore  dropp'd  : 
Then  the  Quellion  was  put  upon  the  Motion  made  by  Mr 
■Bromley,  as  amended  by  Sir  John  Barnard  and  Mr  Shippen^ 
which  was  carry'd without  any  Divifion  ;  and  an  Addrefs  waS' 
drawn  up  and  approved  of  by  the  Houfe, 
.  j^an.  18.  The  fame  was  prefented  to  his  Majcfty  as  follows: 


Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

*  XX/E  your  Majefty's  moil:  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjedl?,  the 

*  W     Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  afleinbled, 

*  humbly  beg  Leave  to  return  yoUr  Majeily   our  moil   im- 
'■  cere   and  hearty   Thanks,  for   your  moft  gracious  Speech 

*  from  the  Throne. 

'  Kk  z  '  The 


Thi' "A-'idi, 
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Anno  6. 6eo.  iL       *  The  Situation  of  AiFairs,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
'^^^"ii   I  *  gives  your  faithful  Commons  the  highefl:  Satisfaction,  and 
fills  their  Hearts  with  the  deepeft   Senfe  of  Gratitude  to 
your  Majefty,  being  fully  fenlible,  that  the  prefent  Happi- 

*  nefs  Vii  enjoy  is  the  entire  Effeft  of  your  Majefty's  Wii- 

*  dom  ?  nd  Refolution. 

*  Such  Supplies,  as  fhall  be  necefiary  for  the  Hondar, 

*  Safety  and  Defence  of  your  Majefty  and  your  Kingdoms, 

*  fhall  chearfuUy  and  efFaaually  be  raifed  by  your  faithful 
<  Commons,  with  aU  poffible  Duty  to  your  Majefty,  and  a 

*  j^ft  Regard  and  Concern  for  thofe  we  reprefent. 

*  We  aifo  beg  Leave  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  in  all 

*  our  Deliberations,  as  well  in  raifing  the  Supplies,  as  in  the 

*  Diftribution  of  the  publick  Revenues,  we  mil  purfue  fuch 

*  Meafures,  as  will   moft  conduce  to  the  prefent  and  future 

*  Eafe  of  our  Fellow  Subjeds,  and  fuch  as,  agreeably  to  your 

*  Majefty's  known  Goodnefs  and  gracious  Intentions  towards 

*  your  People,  and  the  conftant  Endeavours  of  your  faithful 

*  Commons,  Ihall  be  confiftent  with  the  Honour  and  Juftice 

*  of  Parliament,  and  with  the  Trade,  Intereft,  and  Liberty 

*  of  the  Nation.' 

'  That  our  Proceedings  may  carry  with  them  the  We^ht 

*  and  Credit,  which  always  ought  to  attend  the  Refolutions 

*  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  the  neceffary 

*  Difpatch  may  be  given  to  the  Publick  Bufinefs,  we  will  ufe 

*  our  utmoft  Endeavours  to  avoid  all  unreafonable  Heats  and 

*  Animofities,  and  not  fufFer  ourfelves  to  be  diverted,  by  any 

*  Ipecious  Pretences  whatfoever,  from  ftedfaflJy  purfuing  the 

*  true  Intereft  of  our  Country,  which,  in  Purfuance  of  your 

*  Majefty's  moft  gracious  Recommendation,  from  your  great 

*  Example,  and  our  own  indifpenfible  Duty,  fhall  upon  all 

*  Occafions  be  our  firft  and  principal  Care. 

To  this  Addrefs  his  Majefty  retum'd  the  following  AH" 
fwer. 

Gentlemen,  . 

£«  SSo.^"*  '*  TRetum  you  my  Thanks  for  thefe  dutiful  AfTurances  of 
"  jL  yo"*"  Z^^^  ^^^  Affeftion  for  me  ;  and  I  make  nd 
*'  Doubt  but  that  your  Refolutions  to  purfue  fuch  Meafurfs, 
*'  as  will  moft  conduce  to  the  Eafe  and  true  Intereft  of  all 
*'  my  Subjeds,  will  as  effeftually  recommend  you  to  the  good 
**  Opinion  and  Efteem  of  my  People,  as  they  are  acceptable 
•*  to  me. 

yan.  31.  The  Houfe  having  no   immediate  Bufinefs  bc« 
f9re  then),  Mr  Sandys  ilood  up  and  fpoke  as  fgllows : 

Mr 


(     25l     1 

Mr  Speaker,  Anno  6.  ceo.n. 

'  As  the  Houfefe^ms  at  prefent'tobe  at  Leifure,  I  flidll  ^,,'1^^'l^jg 

take  the  Opportunity  to  put  them  ia  Mmd  of  a  Bill,  tivat  for 

two  or  three  Sefilons  fucceffively  has  paffed  in  this  Houfe,  ^^  sandys's  m». 

without  any   Oppofition  whatever,  and   has  been  as  often  "»"  for  bringing 

V  •'.       f"      ,  TTri  I    •       n      r  •»     i       m»  the  fame  Pen- 

thrown  out  m  the  other.     What  their  Keaions  were  in  the  fion-Bii,  whicii- 
dther  Houfe  for  fo  often  throwing  oat  fuch  a  Bill,  I  fhall  s^mo^by'^tife* 
not  take  upon  me  fo  much  as  to  guefs  at  i  but  I  think  it  nev^r  leaidly'the''^*" 
met  with  any  real  Oppofition  in  this  Houfe :  There  were  in-  Lords. 
deed  fome  Gentlemen,  who  teilified,  a  Sort  of  a  Diflike  to  the  >  r 

Bill,  but  I  think  they  never  carried  it  fo  far  as  to  form  any 
Argument  againft  it,  or  to  bring  the  Affair  to  a  Debate.  It 
has  been  often  remarked,  that  there  never  was,  as  yet,  any 
ihiflg  brought  into  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  that  was  real- 
jy  in  itfelf  ufeful  and  neceffary  for  the  publick  Welfare,  bttt 
what,  by  a  proper  Perfeverance,  was  at  laft  carried  through 
and  paffed  into  a  Law.  Even  a  good  Thing  may,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  Time,  by  many  be  miftaken  ;  from  private  Paffions 
find' Prejudices,  fer^'ant  of  being  rightly  underllood,  it  ihay 
for  fome  Time  meet  with  Oppofition,  but  Truth  and  Reafoft 
will  always  at  laft  prevail  f  and  when  we  are  fully  convinced 
of  the  Gobdnefs  and  Ufefulnefs  of  what  is  offered,  it  has 
klways  hitherto  been  found,  that  a  Senfe  of  our  Duty  has  in 
both  Houfe'sof  Parliament  got  the  better  of  all  other  Paffions^ 
which  fome  Men  might  privately'  harbour  in  their  Breafts'. 
This,  Sir,  encourages  me  to  perfevere  in  what  I  have  fo  ofteni 
had  the  Honour  to  offer  to  this  Houfe,  and  to  renew  it  agaiit 
this  Seffion,  notwithftanding  its  bad  Fate  in  former  Sefiions 
of  Parliament.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that  what  ^ 
have  to  offer,  is  not  only  a  good  Thing,  but  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary for  the  Prefervatiort  of  our  Conftitution  ;  and  thaefe- 
fore  I  hope  it  will,  by  its  own  Weight;  at  laft  force  its  Way 
through  the  Oppofition  it  has  hitherto  met  with. 

*  I  believe.  Sir,  every  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  by  this 
Time,  fuppofes  that  I  mean  the  Bill,  Far  making  more 
effeSlual  the  Lwms  in  being,  for  difabiing  Perfons  from  being 
ehofen  Members  of,  or  Sitting  or  Fating  in  this  Houfe,  ivM 
hwve  any  Fenfion  during  Pleafure^  or  for  any  Number  of 
Tears,  or  any  Office- held  in  Irujl  for  them.  I'his  is  the  Bill 
1  propofe  to  have  renewed  ;  and  as  this  Houfe  has  been  fully 
apprizedof  the  Contents  of  the  Bill,  defigned  in  former  Seffions, 
for  thefe  good  and  falutary  Purpofes,  I  have  prepared  a  Bill 
which  I  have  here  ready  to  offer  to  the  Houfe,  and  wliich  is 
the  very  fame.  Word  for  Word,  with  that  which  in  the  very 
kift  Seffion  of  Parliament  had  the  Approbation  of  this  Houfe ; 
I  therefore  think  it  quite  unneceffary  to  move  the  Houfe  for 
Leave  to  bring  in  fuch  a  Bill  j  but  my  Jv-lotion  Ihall  be  for 
Jj^%  to  bring  «/>  ^he  Bi)!  whicji  I  hare  now  ija  .T-y  Hand.* 

'*"         "  "■       •■'*■-  Hereupon 
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Mr  Winnington's 
•Objcftion  to  that 
Manner  of  iiitro- 
ducine  the  Pcnfi- 
on-Siil. 


D«bate  thereon. 


Sir  E.  Stanley. 


tit  W.  Yo.nge. 
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*  Hereupon  Mr  Wilmington  obferved,  *  TKat  the  cOnftant 
Pradliceof  the  Houfej'for.  an  hundred  Years  paft,  has  been 
to  move  for  a  Bill  to  ;be  brought  in,,  and  not  for  Leave  to 
bring  it  up  to  the  Bar :  That  Ihould  diis  laudable   Method 
be  broke  into,  and  the  ancient  Cuftom  reviv'd.for  each  Mem- 
ber to  prefent   what  he   pleased,    they  might   be   furpriz'd 
into  Things  very  improper  and  'inconfiftent  with  the  Digni- 
■ky  of  the  Houfe  :     That  therefore,   though ,  he  had  nothing 
to  fay  againft  the  Bill,  'twas  his  Opinion  the  honourable 
Gentleman's  Motion  ought  not  to  be  comply'd  with  :  Then 
to  wave  the  Queftion.he  call'd  for  the  Ordcrof  the  Day.  Up- 
on this  Sir  Edward  Stanley,  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Lanca- 
fhire,  fpoke  for  the.  Motion,   and  declar'd,  *  .That  he   faw 
nothing  in  it  irregular ;  for  that  Leave  to  bring  ui  a  Bill> 
or  Leave  to  bring  up  a  Bill,  was  in  Effeft.  the  fame  Leave  ; 
nor  could  he  conceive  wherein  lay  the  .mighty  Difference.''; 
Hereupon  Sir  William  Yonge  fpoke  as.tbllowsi: 
Mr.  Speaker;      :   v  i:      :     •.  ''■:m:i  -y  ^-.-.i!  ■ 
•  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  to  fee  the  Gentleman  who  made 
the  firft  Motion,  perfevere  in  the  fame  Thing  ;  but  I  muft  con- 
fefs  I  am  a  little  furprized.to  fee  feveral-  State- Topicks  every 
Year  renewed  and  infilled   on  by  fome  Gentlemen  in  this 
Houfe,  notwithftanding   their  having  feen  thefe  Topitks  (o 
often  difapproved  of  by.  a  Majority  of  the,  Houfe.     As  to 
thefe,  I  am  really  quite  tired  with  hearing  th?  fame  Argu- 
ments repeated  over  and  over  again  every  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment :  The  honourable  Gentleman  fiiould  not  have  faid,  that 
the  Bill  he  mentioned  had  always  pafled,  even  in  thisHoufe^ 
V.ithout  Oppofition  ;  there  were  generally    fome  Gentlemen 
appear'd  againft  it,  and  even  teflified  their  Diilike  to  it :  But 
let-the  Bill  be  whatit  will,  let  it  be  a  goqd  Thitigj  or  let  it 
be  a  bad  Thing,  the  .Manner  in  which  the  Gentleman  de- 
iires  to  have  it  introduced   is  very  extraordinary.     It  is  in- 
deed a  Privilege  of  the  Members  of  the  other  Houfe,  that  any 
Lord  may  offer  a  Petition  or  a  Bill  to  the  Ploufe  without  ask- 
ing Leave  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  this  Priuilege  the  Members  of 
this  Houfe  have,  for  the  Sake  of  Dectncy  and  Order,  given^ 
vp  long  ago  ;  and  I  can  fee  no  manner  of  Reafonvfor  our  re- 
afluming  it,  or  for  our  beginning  nOw  to  extend  our  Privi- 
leges beyond  what  they  have  been  for  fo many  Years  paft.  As 
io  the  bringing  of  Jjiils  into  this  Houfe,  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  ufual  Motion  on  fuch  Occafions  is  for  Leave  to  bring 
m  fuch  a  Bill  as  is  propofed ;  but  this  is  a  new  Sort  of  Mo- 
tion; it  is  a  Motion  for  Leave  to  bring  up  fuch  a.Bill,  which  is 
a  very  extraordinnry  Motion,  and  fuch  as  I  am  fpre  there  is, 
•n  the  prefent   Cafe,  no  manner  of  Occafion   for,  and  there- 
tore  I  really  think  the  Motion  ought  to  be  rejected,  it  ought 
Jo  have  a  Negative  put  upou  it ;  oMt  fince  the  worthy  Gen- 

•       "   "  tieman 


tteman  hear  mfc  [Mr  Winmngton\  has  waved  that  Point,  and  *"'^®  ^  p***"  '^ 
has  moved  for  the  Order  of  the  Day,  i  fhall  now  only  fecond  y^,,— ^-  '  j  . 
his  Motion.'  .    /:  ^  '  > 

MrWalterPIumcr  flood  up  lie^,  iand  took  Notice  of  Mr  w.  piumcr, 
what  Sir  William  Yonge  had  ■  urg'd  touching  the  fame 
Arguments  being  repeated  every  Seffion  of  Parliament,  the' 
the  Majority  had  often  determined  againft  them  ;  and  ad- 
ded, '  That  whatever  that  Gentleman  might  think  in  that 
Refpedl,  it  was  his  Opinion  the  Majorfty  could  not  alter  the 
Nature  of  Right  arid  Wrong  ;  and  for  his  Part,  let  the 
Majority  determine  as  often  as  they  would,  yet  he  fhould 
always  be  ready  to  offer  thofe  Arguments,  which  he  took 
to  be  good  ones^gainft  fuch  as  he  thought  were  not  fo : 
As  for  the  Gentleman's  being  afraid  left  the  Members  of 
this  Houfe  fliould  re-affume  any  ancient  Privilege,  or  ex- 
tend thofe  they  at  prefent  enjoy,  he  faw  no  Reafon  for  his 
being  fo  cautious  in  that  Refpeft,  fince  what  was  propofed 
was  in  Effeft  no  Reaffumption  of  any  old  Privilege,  nor 
Extenfion  of  any  Privilege  they  enjoy'd,  it  was  at  moft  ne- 
glecting only  a  Piepe  of  Form  upon  an  extraordinary  Occa- 
non,  when  there  appear'd  no  manner  of  Ufe  in  obferving  it.' 

Then  Sir  William  Wyndham  fpoke  as  follows : 
Sir, 

*  I  am  furpriz'd  to  hear  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  sir  w.  wyn^iiam. 
find  Fault  with  Gentlemen  infilling  upon  their  Opinions,  not- 
withftapding  their  having  been  difapproved  of  by  a  Majo- 
rity in  former  Seflions  of  Parliament.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Majority's  being  of  a  contrary  Opinion,  can  ever  be 
made  Ufe  of  as  an  Argument  for  convincing  Men  that  they 
are  in  the  wrong  :  The  Minority,  notwithftanding  their  be- 
ing out-voted,  may  ftill  have  as  good  an  Opinion  of  their 
Opinions,  as  the  Majority  have  of  theirs.  It  has  often  hap- 
pened, that  what  has  been  difapproved  of  by  the  Majority 
5n  one  SeiTion  of  Parliament,  has  been  approved  of  by  a 
Majority  in  fome  future,  perhaps  in  the  very  next  Seffion 
of  Parliament ;  and  even  as  to  the  Bill  now  in  Hand,  it  has 
been  two  or  three  Times  approv'd  of  by  the  Majority  of  this 
Houfe,  and  as  often  rejefted  or  difapproved  by  the  Majority 
of  the  other  Houfe  ;  what  their  Reafons  were  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  the  fame  Reafons  againll 
the  Bill  were  not  offered  to  the  Members  of  this  Houfe,  that 
were  offered  to  the  Members  of  the  other  ;  for  if  they  had, 
it  would  probably  have  been  difapproved  of,  and  rejected  by 
the  Majority  even  of  this  Houfe.  From  hence  it  appears, 
that  the  Majority's  being  of  any  one  Opinion,  is  no  infallible 
Sign  of  that  Opinion's  being  right.  This,  Sir,  I  thought  my- 
felf  obliged  to  take  Notice  of,  that  thofe  Gentlemen,  who 
i^appen  to  be  generally  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  the  Majo- 
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^in«6.Geo.n.  rity,  may  not  from  thence  conclude  that  they  arfi  certainly 
^J}^'^^ ^  right.     As  to  the  Matter  now  in  Difpute,  I  really  think  it 

^""^"^  js  of  no  Moment :  Whether  the  Gentleman  fliall  have  Leave 

to  bring  up  the  Bill,  or  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  is  to  me  a  Matter 
of  fo  much  Indifference,  that  I  cannot  find  out  a  Reafon  why 
the  Gentleman's  Motion  fhould  have  been  oppofed  ;  for  to 
Order  a  Gentleman  to  prepare  a  Bill,  after  he  has  told  us 
that  he  has  prepared  one,  and  that  it  is  the  very  fame 
with  what  the  Majority  of  this  Houfe  has  in  former  Sef- 
fions  approved  of,  really  feems  to  me  to  be  a  little  incon- 
gruous :  I  can  find  out  no  Reafon  for  Gentlemen's  infifting 
upon  this  Piece  of  Incongruity,  unlefs  it  be  that  they  have 
a  Diflike  to  the  Bill  itfelf.  We  certainly  ought  in  general 
to  obferve  the  ufual  Method  of  Proceeoings ;  but  furely, 
we  ought  not  to  obferve  any  cuftomary  Method,  when  the 
obferving  it  appears  to  be  in  itfelf  abfurd.' 

gir  J.  Rufhout.  Upon  this  Sir  John  Ruflaout  declar'd, '  That  he  few  nothing 

in  the  Motion  either  new  or  unprecedented :  That  he  remem- 
bred  there  was  a  Bill  prefeuted  in  the  Houfe  of  late  Years, 
in  the  fame  or  rather  in  a  more  extraordinary  Manner,  and 
this  was  the  laft  Sufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  in 
'  the  late  Reign  ;  when  the  Gentleman  who  brought  in  that 
Bill,  fitting  clofe  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,  ,rofe  up,  and  af- 
ter informing  the  Houfe  of  the  Danger  the  Crown  and  King- 
dom were  in  from  the  rebellious  Plots  then  carrying  on,  and 
the  Necefiity  of  impowering  his  Majeily  to  fecure  all  fuf-r 
pe£ted  Perfons,  he  told  them  he  had  prepared  a  Bill  for  that 
Purpofe,  and  therefore  moved  for  Leave  to  bring  it  up, 
which  was  immediately  granted ;  and  the  Bill,  to  the  bell 
of  his  Memory,  was  read  twice  that  Day,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  :  That  this  was  fomething  more  extraordinary 
than  the  Motion  before  them,  becaufe  the  Bill  then  ordered 
to  be  brought  up  had  never  been  before  the  Houfe,  and  by 
Confequerice  no  Member  could  be  any  way  appriz'd  of  the 
Contents  thereof;  whereas  the  Bill  in  Queftion  had  been 
before  the  Houfe,  and  frequently  had  their  Approbation : 
That  as  for  the  Privilege  inherent  in  every  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  he  believ'd  none  would  diipute  but  that  the  ancient 
Method  has  been  for  any  Member  to  offer  what  he  pleafes.* 

Sir  w.  Yoflge.  Hereupon  Sir  William  Yonge  ftood  up,  and  explained  him- 

felf  with  regard  to  that  Part  of  his  Speech,  whiqh  touched  on 
the  Privilege  of  Members.  He  faid,  '  That  there  feem'd 
•  to  be  a  Miilake,  as  to  what  he  had  mentioned  about  the  Mem-r 
bers  of  the  Houfe  not  being  allowed  to  bring  in  any  Thing 
without  Leave  of  the  If  oufe  :  That  this  has  not  properly  any 
^.elation  with  what  a?e  called  the  Privileges  of  the  Houfe : 
That  it  is  only  a  Relbraint  which  the  Members  of  the  Houfe 
have  thought  pr&pei-  to  lay  on  therafelves,  for  tlie  more  or- 
derly 
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derly  carrying  on  the  Publick  Bufinefs,  and  to  prevent  any   Anno«s,Cco.u. 
Thing  that  is  trifling  from  being  brought  before  us ;  and  this         '— ^"'     i 
Rellraint  has  been  found  fo  convenient  and  neceflary  for  pre- 
ferving  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Houfe,  that  it  has 
never  for  many  Years  been   departed  from,  but  upon  the 
moft  extraordinary  Occafions.' 

Sir  William  Yonge  was  back'd  by   Sir  Robert  Walpole,  sir  r.  vvaipoic. 
who  added,   *  That  the  Precedent  quoted  by  Sir  John  Rufh- 
out  was  on  one  of  the  moft    extraordinary    Occaiions   that 
ever  can  happen,  and  in  a  Cafe  that  required  the  utmoft  Dif- 
patch  ;  That  in  fliort  there  was  no  Comparifon  between  that 
Cafe  and  the  Cafe  before  them ;  That  the  Cafe  of  this  Bill 
did  in  no  ways  depend  on  this  extraordinary  Method  ;  for 
fhould  the  Gentleman  move  in  the  ufual  Manner  for  Leave 
to  bring  in  the  Bill,  and  Orders  fhould  thereupon  be  given 
by  the  Houfe  to  fome  Gentlemen  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame,  this  Method  would  be  no  Hindrance  to  the  paifing  of 
the  Bill,  or  occafion  its  being  put  off  'till  the  next  Seffion  of 
Parliament.'    Upon  this  Mr  Sandys  rcfe  up,  and  fpokea  fe-  ^r  Sandys, 
cond  Time  as  follows  i 
Sir, 
*  I  fhall  be  very  far  from  making  any  Comparifons  be- 
tween the   Cafe  in  Hand,  or  between  any  Cafe,  and  that 
which  immediately  concerns  the  Safety  and  Prefervation  of 
the  Crown  :  But,  as  I  had  affured   you  that  the  Bill,  which 
I  have  in  my  Hand,  was  the  very  fame  with  that  which  had 
before  been   approved  of  by  this   Houfe,  I  thought  it  was 
quite  unneceflary  for  the  Houfe  to  obferve  that  Ceremony  of 
ordering  fome  Gentlemen  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill,  which 
was  already  prepared  ;  and  which  the  Houfe  has  approved  of 
in  the  very  laft  Seflion  of  Parliament  :  This  was  my  Reafon 
for  moving  for  Leave  to  bring  it  up.    I  do  not  defire  to  bring 
any  Thing  into  this  Houfe  without  firft  having  the  Leave  of 
the  Houfe  for  fo  doing;  yet  I  cannot   think,   that  though 
the  antient  Method  of  proceeding  were  revived,  the  Houfe 
would  be  in  any  Danger  of  being  furprized  into  any  Thing  : 
There  is  no  Bill  can  pafs  in  this  Houfe  'till  it  has  been  three 
Times  read  in  the  Houfe,  and  has  pafTed  thro'  a  Committee 
of  the  Houfe }  and  while  thofe  Forms  are  obferved,  the  Houfe 
never  can   be   furprized   into  the  pafTmg  of  any  Bill,  even 
though  we  fhould  again   re-afTume  that   Privilege  of  every 
Member's  having  a  Power  to  bring  into  the  Houfe  whatever 
he  plcafes.     It  is   not  the  Reftraint  we  have  laid  ourfelves 
under,  that  prevents  the  Houfe's  being  furprized  ;  it  is  the 
NecefTsty  of  having  the  Bill  fo  often  read  before  it  can  pafs  j 
for  when  a  Gentleman  has  moved  for  Leave  to  bring  in  any 
Bill  for   the  Purpofes  he  mentions,  the  Houfe  cannot  know 
whether  the  Bill  prepared  and  brought  in  be  according  to 
You  11.  LI  their 
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*""i7*jS""   '^^^'*  ^^^^^^  t^^^  ^*  ^^  °"ce  read  in  the  Houfe  :  Some  Gen- 
^_i,— ^-',i_f  tiemen  might  move  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  and  upon 
their  obtaining  fuch  Leave,  and  being  ordered  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame,  might  bring  in  a  Bill  of  a  quite  difFerenc 
Nature  ;  but  this  would  probably  be  difcover'd  on  the  firft 
Reading,  and  the  Bill  would  without  Dbubt   be  thrown  out ; 
and  whoever  endeavoured  thus  to  impofe  on  the  Houfe,  would 
deferve,  and  would  probably  meet  with  a  moft  fevere  Cenfure. 
'  But  the  prefent  Difpute  is  not  whether  any  Thing  fliallbe 
brought  into  the  Houfe  without  Leave  ;  the  whole  Difpute 
really  feems  to  be  between  the  Words  to  bring  up,  and  the 
Words  to  bring  in  ;  for  my  Part,  I  am  quite  indiiFerent  in  this 
Affair  ;  whether  I  have  Leave   to  bring  it   up  now,  or   to 
bring  it  in  a  little  while  hence,  does  not,  in   my   Opinion, 
iignify  much  ;  if  I  have  Leave  to  bring  it  up,  I  muft  imme- 
diately take  a  Walk  to  the  Bar  ;  if  I  have  Leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill,  and  am  order'd  to   prepare  one   for  that  Purpofe,   I 
Ihall  take  a  Walk  the   fame  Way  in  a  very  little  Time  ;  this 
I  do  not  take  to  be  any  material  Difference  :  But  as  for  the 
Bill  itfelf,  I  do  think  it  of  fuch  Confequence,    that  if  there 
were  any  Method  by  which  we  could  Ihew  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary Regard  to  this  Bill,  that  Method  ought  certainly  to  be 
obferved.' 

A  Prefet-ent  re-  Then  Mr  Speaker  read,  from  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of 
ir.s  «Va  Bm,  rMd  the  9th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George  I.  the  Prece- 
by  Mr  Speaker,     je^f  mention'd  by  Sir  John  Rufhout,  and  faid. 

Gentlemen, 

THE  ufual  Method  of  Proceeding  in  this  Houfe,  as  to 
bringing  in  of  Bills  is.  firji,  to  move  for  Lewve  to  bring 
ifi  a  Bill  for  fuch  or  fuch  Purpofes,  and  that  being  agreed  to, 
the  Houfe  then  orders  fome  of  their  O'xvn  Nfimber  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  Bill  j  this  is  the  ufual  Method,  but  in  the 
Precedent  I  hanje  nonv  read  to  you  it  appears,  that  the  then 
Solicitor  General  [Sir  P.  Yorke.]  moved  for  Leave  to  bring 
up  fuch  a  Bill,  vjhich  vjas  granted,  and  he  immediately 
hrou'iht  up  the  Bill,  and  the  fame  ivas  read  a  firji  Time  i 
from  which  it  is  plain  that  Mr  Solicitor,  vjhen  he  made  his 
Motion,  inform  d  the  Houfe  that  he  had  prepared  fuch  a  Bill, 
and  had  it  then  ready  to  be  laid  before  them,  and  therefore 
he  moved  for  Leave  to  bring  it  up,  which  it  feems  the  Houfe 
at  this  Time  co77iply  d  ivith. 

Upon  this  fome  Members  fufpcfting  that  Mr  Speaker  was, 
in  Purfuance  of  this  Precedent,  going  to  put  the  Queftion 
on  the  Motion  made  by  Mr.  Sandys,  they  calPd  out.  No, 
No.  Hereupon  Mr  Speaker  immediately  refum'd  his 
Speech,  as  follows. 

Gentlemen^ 
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tjentlemeh,  Anno  6.  Geo.  IK 

At  to  the  Affair  in  Hand,  or  any  Affair  that  comes  he/ore  .  JZl^"— ,  i 
this  Houfe,  I  am  not  to  appear  of  one  Side  of  the  ^ejiioA 
nor  of  the  other.  It  is  my  Bufnefs  to  take  Care  that  the 
Orders  and  Methods  of  Proceeding  f jail  be  regularly  obfer^ed. 
In  all  ^ueflions  about  Order  I  am  to  inform  you,  fo  far  as 
conjifs  'with  my  Knonvledge,  of 'what  has  beefi  formerly  done 
in  the  like  Cafes  ;  and  I  am  to  take  Care  that  all  Decency 
and  Order  /hall  be  obfer'ved,  both  in  our  Debates  and  Pro- 
ceedings :  T^his  is  my  Duty,  and  this  I  Jhall  al^jjays  endea- 
vour to  perform  as  far  as  lies  in  my  Ponver :  In  all  Cafes  I 
am  to  obfer've  thofe  Diredions  that  the  Houfe  f^all  be  pleafed 
to  gi've  ;  and  in  the  prefent  Cafe  I  onlj  defire  to  knouo  from 
you,  'what  Method  you  'will  obfer'ue,  'whether  you  are  inclind 
to  follo'w  the  Precedent  no'-w  read  to  you,  or  if  you  are  inclin- 
ed to  proceed  according  fo  the  ^tethod  ufually  obfer'ved :  But 
I  mujl  putyou  in  Mind,  thai  if  you  proceed  according  to  the 
ufual  Method,  Decency  requires  that  the  Bill  fi/all  not  be 
brought  in  immediately  after  the  Order  for  preparing  and 
bringing  in  the  fame  ;  it  is  neceffary  that  fame  Time  Jbould  in- 
tern) ene  bet'ween  the  Order  for  preparing  it,  and  the  Prefent- 
ing  of  it  to  the  Hoife  ;  and  therefore  I  muft  defre,  that  thofe 
Gentlemen  'who  Jhall  be  order  d  to  prepare  and  bring  it  in,  may 
not  go  immediately  to  the  Bar,  and  tell  us,  that  they  ha've,  ac-^ 
cording  to  Order,  prepared  fuch  a  Bill,  and  are  ready  to  bring^f 
it  in.  'f\ 

Hereupon  Mr  Sandys  not   infiftine   on  his   Motion*   but  ,.  .    ^,.^ 

1  1        T1-1I  1  I         ■  I-  1  /•     .    ?>^' S.-ndys  drops 

agreeing  to  have  the   rJiU  brought    in  according  to  the  ufual  his  Motion  tor 
Method,  the  Queftion  was  put.  That  Leave  be  given  to  bring  Pcniafwu '  "^ 
in  a  Bill,   For  making  more  effeSiual  the  Laivs  in  Being  for 
difabling  Perfons  from  being  chofen   Members  of,   or  ft  ting  cr 
'Voting  in,  the  Houfe  ofComm.ons,  ivho  ha've  any  Ptnfon  dur- 
ing Pleafure,  or  for  any  Nurnber  of  Tears,  or  any  Offices  held 
in  Truf  for  them;  This  being  agreed  to  without  any  Oppo- 
fition,  Mr  Sandys   and  Sir  Edward    Stanley  were  order'd  to  And  ind^adttcrf- 
prepare  and  bring  in   the   fame.     Then    the  Houfe   refolv'd  °^ '^^''';:J"''-^'^ 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Supply,  and  as   foon  as  that  <ier'j  to  tic  trough. 
was  over,   Mr  Sandys  prefented  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Ploufe,  '"' 
which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  Time,  and  order'd  to 
be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

February   2.  The  Houfe  refolv'd  itfelf  into  a  Committee, 

Debits  ccnccrr- 

to  confider  farther  of  the  Supply  granted  to  Lis  Majeity,  and  mf.  tiic  Nj-.ber 
Mr*  Andrews,  Member  for  Hindon,  moved,  '  That  the  Num-  "*  ^^'■^■^'"''■-'> 
ber  of  effeflive  Men    to  be  provided  for    Guards  and  Garri-  ""^  •'■'"■-'*=■■'"'■ 
fons  in  Great  Britain,  and    for  Guernfey  imd  Jtrfcy,  for  the 
Year    1733,   be,   including    1815    Invalids,    and   555  Men, 
which   the    Six    Independent   Companies  confiil  of,   for  the 
L  1   2  Scrvicf* 
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Aimo6.  Geo.ii.    Scrvicc  of  the  Highlands,   17,709  Men,  Commlffion  a&d 
%_.— J"'  _f  Non-Commiffion  Officers  included. 

This  Motion  was  feconded  by  Mr  Whitworth,  Member 
r/'t  rSoh.  for  Minehead  j  and  fupported  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon, 
Sir  R.  Lane.  Member  for  Morpeth  ;  Sir  Richard  Lane,  Member  for 
s'ir  w.  Yonge.  Worccfter  ;  Sir  Archer  Croft,  Member  for  Beeralfton  ;  Sir 
Mr  H.  wiSe.  William  Yonge,  Hon.  Mr  Henry  Pelham,  Mr  Horatio  Wal- 
Sir  R.  vvaipoie  pQJg^  ^^^  Sjj.  Robert  Walpole  :  But  was  very  warmly  op- 
3U>rd  Morpeth,  pos'd  by  feveral  Members  ;  and  the  Lord  Morpeth  thereupon 
mov'd,  '  That  the  Number  of  effective  Men  for  the  Year 
M.-Hariey.  I733»  be  Only  1 2,000  i  he  was  feconded  by   Mr  Harley, 

Member  for  the   County  of  Hereford  ;  and  back'd  by  Mr 
Mr  rX"°""       Bramfton,  Member  for  Maiden  ;  Mr  Rolle,  Knight  of  the 
Sir  ]■  jekyu?"      ^hire  for  Devonlhire  j  Sir  John  Barnard,  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll, 
Mrshippen.*        Mr  Shipper,  Sir  William    Wyndham,    Mr    Palmer,  Mem- 
Mi  Pairae^"     "'  bcr  for  Bridgewater  ;  Mr  Thomas  Wyndham,  Hon.  Mr  Ed- 
M^L^Digbr"  ward  Digby,  Knightof  the  Shire  for  Warwick;  Mr  Pulteney, 
&r Mn^h-Aubh;    ^''"  J^^"  ^^-  ^^^^^'  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Cornwall  ;  Sir 
Sir  T.  saunderfon".   Thomas  Saundcrfon,  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Lincoln  ;  and  Sir 
siri.  Hinde  Gotten.  j^^^„  jjjj^^g  Cotton,  Member  for  Cambridge.    The  Courtiers 
urg'd   in    Support  of  the  Motion,    *  That  tho'  the  publick 
Tranquiliryof  Europe  was  now  eilabliftied,  yet  the  Preferva- 
tron  thereof  depended  on  fo  many  Accidents,    that  it  could 
not  be  certainly  rely'd  on,  and  therefore  we  ought  always  to 
-    t»e  in  fuch  Circumftar.ces,  as  to  be  able  not  only  to  defend 
ovirfeh'es,  but  likewii't   to  fulfil  ail  our  Engagements  to  our 
Allies:  That  there  was  flili  a  very  powerful  and  confiderable 
Party  in  the  Kingdom,  firmly  attached   to  the  Intereil  of  the 
Pretender,  and  diiily  watching  for  an  Opportunity  to  difturb 
the  Quiet  of  the   Nation,  by  endeavouring  to  overturn  the 
prefent  happy  Ellablifhment ;  and  therefore  it  was  neceflary 
to  keep  up  an  armed  Force  fufficient  to  diffipate  any  fudden 
Infurreftion  that  mig'it  be  railed  by    fuch  Men  :  That  this 
Party  was  i\M    the    more  audacious,   and  the  more  to  be 
dreaded,  becaufe  they  were  encouraged  and  fpirited  up  by  a 
great  m;:ny  fcanda!o«s  and  feditiout.  Libels,  which  were  daily 
fpread  ;•  broad,  even  bv  tliofe  who  pretended  to  be  Friends  to 
the  Proicftant  Succelliori,   and   to  the  illuflrious    Family  now 
Sir  A.  Crc.n.        on  the    Throne.'     Sir  Archer  Croft  faid  on    this  Occafion, 
*  That  the  continuing  01  the  fame  Number  of  Forces  was  the 
more  necefl'ary,  bcc:iufe   to    his  Knowledge  Popery  was  in- 
creafing  very  fail  i;i    the    Country,  for    that   in  one  Prrifh 
whicii  he  knew,  there  were  no  lefs  than  feven  i'opifh  Priclis ; 
and  ihat  .he  Danger  from  the  Pretender  was   the  more  to  be 
Xj"         feared,   became    tJiey  did    not    know  but  that  he  w>s  then 
si.'R,  AVairov      breeding  his   Sena    Prcttfbrt.'  Then    Sir  Robert  W.ilpole 
took  Notice,    '  1  r.r.:  :i  Rcdiaion,  of  the  Army  was  the  chief 
Thing  wifhed  ior  and  defircd  by  all  the  Jacobites  in   the. 

Kingdom ; 


(    26^    ) 

Sino-dom ;  that  no  Redudlion  had  ever  been  made,  but  what  Asno  6.  cco.  ii.  ^ 

gave  freih  Hopes  to  that   Party,   and  encouraged  them  to  ^^^  lL^^2'^'^ 

raife  Tumults  againfl:    the   Government  ;  and  he   did  not 

doubt,  but  that  if"  they  fhould  refolve  tb  reduce  any  Part  of 

the  Army,  there  would  be  Poft-Horfes  employ'd   that  very 

Night,  to  carry  the  good  News  tiiereof  to  the  Pretender  and 

his  Adherents  beyond  Seas. '    Tb  this   Mr  Horatio  Walpolc  Mr  H.Waipoie. 

added,  *  That  the   Number  of  Troops  then  propofed  was 

abfoiutely  neceffary   jo  fupport  his    Majefty's  Government, 

and  would  be  neceflr.ry,  as  long  as  the  Nation  enjoy'd   the 

Happinefs  of  having   the  prefent  illultribus  Family  on  the       *tzij 

Throne.' 

Sir  William  Wyndham  alledg'd,  in  Suppbrl  of  Lord  Mof-  sirW.Wyndham. 
peth's  Motion, '  That  if  they  gave  any  Credit  to  his  iVIajefty's 
Speech  from  the  Throne  at  the  Opening  of  the  Seffion,  which 
they  were  in  Duty  bound  to  do,  the  Tranquility  of  Europe 
never  was,  nor  ever  could  be  on  a  more  firm  Bafis  than 
at  prefent,  and  therefore  a  Reduflion  was  now  to  be 
made  in  the  Army,  or  fuch  Redudion  was  never  to  be  ex- 
pefted :  That  as  to  the  Pretender,  he  did  not  believe  that  there 
was  any  confideraWe  Party  tor  him  in  this  Nation  :  That 
that  Pretence  had  always  been  a  Miniiierial  Device  made 
ufe  of  only  for  accomflifiiing  their  own  Ends;  but  that  it 
was  in  reality  a  meer  Bugbear,  a  Raw-Head  and  Bloody- 
Bones,  fit  only  to  frighten  Children  ;  for  that  he  was  very 
well  convinced  his  Majelty  reigned  in  tlie  Hearts  and  Af- 
fe^ions  of  his  People  ;  upon  that  his  M:ijefiy's  Security  de- 
pended ;  and  if  it  did  not  depend  on  that,  the  illufrrious 
Family  now  on  the  Tliroae  could  have  but  little  Security  in 
the  prefent  Number,  or  in  any  Number  cf  Standing-Forces, 
that  could  be  kept  up  for  its  Delence  :  That  if  there  was 
any  Difaffeftion,  or  any  Difcontent  in  the  Nation,  it  was 
owing  to  the  keeping  up  of  fuch  a  numerous  Standing  Army 
in  Time  of  Peace  within  this  Kingdom,  whereby  the  People 
were  fubjeiSed  to  many  Loads  and  Hardfhips  which  they 
were  never  before  acquainted  with  :  That  the  People  of  Eng- 
land had  never  gone  into  any  violent  Meafures,  or  carry'd 
their  Refentment  to  any  Pitch  againfl  the  Prince  upon  the 
Throne,  but  when  the  Prince,  or  thofe  employ'd  by  him, 
w6re  firll  in  the  Fault  :  That  this  Maxim  was  fo  generally 
true,  that  in  our  v.nole  Hillory,  there  was  no  Inflar;ce  to  the 
contrary,  but  only  that  which  hapj^en'd  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  I.  and  that  therefore,  if  there  was  any  Un- 
eafmefs  among  the  People,  the  proper  Remedy  was,  to  re- 
move thofe  Things  which  were  the  Caufes  thereof:  If  the 
Minifters  fhould  change  their  Meafures,  the  People  would 
certainly  alter  their  Minds :  That  the  Dutch  were,  by  the 
Sitviition  Qf  their  Cowntry,  in  a  much  mere  dangerous  State 

than 
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Aiu»o6.  Geo.  h.  tlian  we  are  or  can  be  in,  atid  yet  the  Dutch  had  then  rfi- 
^73^-?}^  folved  on  a  Reduftion  of  their  Army,  and  therefore  we 
could  have  no  Pretence  for  continuing  ours.' 

Mr  shippen.  Mr  Shippen   likewife   obferv'd,    '  That    though  the  ge- 

neral Arguments  in  the  Affair  before  them  had  often  been 
canvaffed  in  that  Houfe,  yet^  that  the  Debate  of  this  Day 
feem'd  to  him  fomething  new  :  In  former  Years  the  Gentle- 
men, who  argued  for  the  Continuance  of  a  numerous  Stand- 
ing Army  in  Time  of  Peace,  always  argu'd  for  the  Con- 
tinuance thereof  only  for  one  Year  longer;  but  that  Gentle- 
man had  now  thrown  off  the  Mask,  and  were  become  daring 
enough  to  declare,    *  That  the  fame  Number  of  Forces  mull 

*  always  be  kept  up  ;  and   that   a  numerous  Army  muft  for 

*  ever  be  continu'd,  and  be  made,  as  it  were,  a  Part  of  our 

*  Conllitution  : '  That  we  have  already  continu'd  the  Army  ia 
long,  that  feme  Gentlemen  had  told  the  Houfe  this  Day, 
what  no  Man  would  have  ventur'd  to  have  told  them  a  few 
Years  ago  :  That  if  they  continued  the  fame  Army  but  a 
little  while  longer,  it  might  be  in  the  Power  of  fome  Gen- 
tlemen to  talk  to  the  Houfe,  in  Terms  no  Way  agreeable  to 
the  Conftitution  or  to  the  Liberties  of  our  Country  :  That  to 
tell  the  Houfe  that  the  fame  Number  of  Forces  muft  be  always 
kept  up,  was  a  Propofition  fraught  with  innumerable  Evils, 
and  more  particularly  with  this,  that  it  may  make  wicked 
Minifters  more  audacious,  than  otherwife  they  would  be,  in 
projefting  and  propagating  Schemes,  which  may  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  Liberties,  dettrudlive  to  the  Trade,  and  bur- 
thenfome  on  the  People  of  this  Nation :  That  in  Countries 
which  are  governed  by  Standing  Armies,  the  Inclinations  of 
the  People  are  but  little  minded,  the  Minifters  place  their 
Security  in  the  Army,  the  Humours  of  the  Army  they  only 
confult,  with  them  they  divide  the  Spoils,  and  the  wretched 
People  are  plunder'd  by  both.'  He  added,  *  That  in  this 
Kingdom,  his  Majefty  has  the  Hearts,  the  Hands,  and  the 
Purles  of  all  his  Subjefts  at  his  Service,  and  he  vvifh'd  he 
might  have  them  always  at  his  Service  ;  but  he  hoped  they 
would  never  be  in  his  Power  ;  That  his  Majefty  defired  no 
fuch  Thing ;  That  he  never  Can  defire  it  ;  That  he  depends 
only  on  the  Affeftions  of  his  People  ;  That  therefore  he  was 
convinced,  that  the  Demand  of  fo  numerous  a  Standing  Army 
never  could  come  from  him  :  That  it  was  no  Way  ncceffary 
for  his  Suppo.''t,  v/hatever   it    might    be  for  the  Support  of 

Aj  R&iie.  thofe  who  now  defired  to  Live  it  continued.'    Mr  Rolle  laid, 

*To  him  it  appear'd,in  order  to  preicive  ouifelvcs  againft  one 
who  might  pcrliaps  prove  a  Tyrant,  we  were  going  to  efta- 
blifh  1 8,000  TyrMHts,  and  to  make  their  Elliiblifnment  in 
fome  Mcafure  a  Part  of  our  ConlHtution  :  And  that  in  order 
io  he  free  of  a  Religion  v/hich  \ye  think  a  bad  one,  wc  are 

refolved 
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rcfolved  to  have  none  at  all :  That  as  to  the  Party  which  the  Anno  6^.  Geo.  ii. 
Pretender  had  in   this  Nation,  he   could  not  believe  there  ;_.--'    _j 
was  any  fuch  Thing  :  It  was  nothing  but  a  mere  Pretence, 
and  the  making  Uie  of  that  Pretence  on  all  Occafions,  really 
could  not  but   make  him  recall  to   Mind  that  wicked  and 
blafphemous  Saying  of  Pope  Leo  X.   who,  on  Occafion  of  a 
Proceffion's  pafling  by  while  he  was  at  an  elegant  Entertain- 
ment, laid  to  his  Cardinals,  ^antum  profuit  Nobis  hcec  Fabula 
Chrilii !  He  concluded  with  thefe  Words :    Let  us  do  as 
our  Forefathers  ufed  to  do,  Let  us  remo've  the  Wicked  from 
before  the   King,    that  fa  his  Throne   may  be  eftahlijh'd  in  , 
Righteoufnefs  ?     Mr  Pulteney  faid,  '  That  he  could  not  but  MrPuitcney; 
be  diverted  with  fome  Arguments   that  were  then,  and  had 
been  on  former  Occafions  made  Ufe  of,   for  keeping  up  a 
StandingArmy  inTime  of  Peace :  That  the  laft  Year  theHoufe 
was  told,  that  a  Popifli  Solicitor  was  a  dangerous  Man  to  the 
Government,  \Seef.  123.]  and  now  that  Popifh  Solicitor  had 
fpawn'd  out  feven  Popifti  Priefts,  \See  p.  268.]  and  even  the 
Poft-Horfes  [^See  p.  269.]  had  join'd  in  this  traiterous  Con- 
federacy.* 

In  Anfwer  to  the  Argument  brought  from  the  Reduftion 
of  the  Dutch  Forces,  Mr  Peiham  declared,  *  That  the  MrPdham. 
Reduftion  mention'd  was  not  then  agreed  to  by  the  States 
General :  That  it  was  a  great  Queftion  whether  it  would 
or  no,  and  if  it  Ihould,  it  was  only  a  Redudion  of  the  laft 
Augmentation,  whereas  the  lall  Augmentation  had  been  re- 
duced by  us  long  ago  ;  fo  that  the  Dutch  were  now  only 
going  to  make  that  Reduftion,  which  we  had  made  upon  the 
firft  Profped  we  had  of  feeing  the  Tranquility  of  Europe 
eflablifli'd  :  That  tho'  the  Reduftion  propofed  in  Holland 
Ihould  be  made  by  them,  yet  they  would  Hill  have  in  Pro- 
portion a  much  greater  Number  of  Standing  Forces,  than 
what  was  now  propofed  to  be  kept  up  in  this  Kingdom.'  Sir 
"Robert  Walpole  added,  '  That  he  could  not  help  taking  No-  sir  r.  waipoie. 
tice  of  an  Obfervation  one  Gentleman  had  made,  as  to  the 
People's  never  carrying  their  Refentment  to  any  Pitch  againft 
the  Prince  upon  the  Throne,  unlefs  the  Prince,  or  thofe  em- 
ploy'd  by  him,  were  firft  guilty  of  fome  Fault  :  That  that 
Member  was  pleafed  to  admit  of  one  Exception  to  this  Rule, 
in  the  Cafe  of  King  Charles  I.  But  the  Gentleman  ought 
to  have  admitted  of  another  Exception,  and  that  was  in  the 
Time  of  King  George  I.  That  he  did  not  know  what  Pitch 
of  Refentment  the  Gentleman  might  mean,  but  he  was  fure 
there  were  fome  People,  who  carry'd  their  Refentment  againll 
that  King  to  a  very  high  Pitch ;  and  it  could  not  be  faid  that 
he  was  ever  guilty  of  any  Fault,  nor  that  thofe  employ'd  by 
him  had,  then  at  leaft,  been  guilty  'of  any  Fault  ;  yet  fome 
People  carried  their  Refentment  fo  higij,  that  they  appear'd 

ia 
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in  Arms,  In  order  to  dethrone  him ;  That  he  thank'd  God, 
they  did  not  fucceed  in  their  Attempt :  That  they  happec'd 
to  be  defeated  by  the  fmall  Number  of  Regular  Forces  we 
had  then  in  the  Kingdcm,  which  were  much  inferior  to  them 
in  Number  ;  fach  was  our  great  good  Luck  at  that  1  ime  ; 
but  that  he  muft  fay.  That  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  defired 
to  have  the  Country  left  as  void  of  Defence  as  it  was  at  that 
Time,  could  have  but  little  Regard  for  our  prefent  happy 
Conftitution,  or  for  the  Security  of  the  illuftrious  Family 
now  upon  the  Throne.' 

Then  the  Queftion  being  put  on  the  Motion  made  by 
Mr  Andrews,  it  was  agreed  to  by  259  againft  171. 

Feb.  5.  The  above  Refolution  of  the  Committee  was  re- 
ported to  the  Houfe,  and  thereupon  Mr  Watkin- Williams 
Wynne,  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Denbigh,  mov'd  for  the 
recommitting  of  that  Refolution  ;  which  Motion  was  fecond- 
ed  by  Mr  William  Bromley,  Mfmber  for  Warwick  ;  and 
fupported  by  Sir  John  St  Aubin,  Mr  Sandys,  Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawfon,  Mr  William  Gwyn  Vaughan,  Mr  Heathcote,  and 
Mr  Wyndham.  They  were  oppos'd  by  Lord  Hervey,  Lord 
Malpas,  Mr  D^nvers,  Mr  Clutterbuck,  Sir  Philip  Yorke, 
and  Col.  Bladen.  In  this  Debate  Mr  Clutterbuck  having 
faid,  *  That  he  wonder'd  to  fee  Gentlemen  fo  jealous  of 
Encroachments  upon  our  Conftitution,  at  a  Time  when  it 
was  in  its  greatefl:  Vigour,  and  Ihone  forth  in  its  pureft  Luilre  j ' 
Mr  Wyndham,  in  anfwer  thereto,  gave  the  Houfe  an  hiiiori- 
cai  Account  of  our  Conftitution,  and  of  the  feveral  Dan- 
gers it  had  been  in,  and  the  Changes  it  had  gone  through  ; 
and  from  thence  he  fliew'd,  *  That  it  was  very  far  ^rom  being 
now  in  its  greatell  Vigour,  and  that  on  the  contrary,  there 
were  many  bad  Cuftoms  had  crept  in  of  late,  which  were  of 
dangerous  Confequence  to  our  Conftitution;  and  might  prove 
to  be  the  Caufe  of  its  Overthrow,  if  fome  effedual  Remedy 
was  not  fpeedily  apply 'd.' 

Then  the  Queftion  being  put,  for  recommitting  the  above- 
mentioned  Refolution  of  the  Committee,  it  was  carried  in 
the  Negative,  by  207  againft  143  ;  after  wluch  the  faid 
Refolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Then  the  Lord  Morpeth  flood  up,  and  reprefented  the 
bad  Circnmftances  of  the  Nation,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
Debts  and  the  many  Taxes  the  People  groan'd  under,  and 
therefore  mov'd,  *  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  to  defire  his  iMajefty,  that  he  would  be  graci- 
oufly  pleafcd,  from  his  earneft  Defire  to  eafe  his  People  of 
every  Charge  not  abfolutely  necefiary,  and  his  Regard  to  the 
Conftitution  of  this  Kingdom,  to  take  the  firft  favourable 
Opportunity  of  making  a  Rcduftion  of  thofe  Forces,  which 
this  Houfe  hath  voted  in  purfuance  cxf  the  Eftiniate  laid  be- 
fore 
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jfere  them  by   his   Majelly's  Direction.'     His  Lori!{hip  was  Anr.o6.  Geo.  ii, 
feccnded   by    Mr  Sandys,     Sir    William    Wyndhacp,    Mr  \^^/\-    _J 
Pultency,    Mr  Shippen,    and   Mr  Heathcote,     who   urg'd,  Mr  sandvs. 
'  The  great  Neceflity  that  there  was  for  taking  all  Opportu-  m' w.V'uu^^*' 
nities  to  reduce  the  publick  Expence  ;  that  thereby  fome  of  ^^'  JI'^'P!''^". 

1      r    /-*-!  -11  1  fh  1-1  r  »         /-     Nil  HcsUicote. 

thole  Taxes  might  be  taken  clt,  which  at  prelent  l:iy  io 
heavy  on  our  Trade  and  our  Manufaftures,  that  mofl:  of  our 
Neighbours  wexe  enabled  to  underfell  us  in  foreign  Markets  : 
That  the  keeping  up  of  a  Standing-Army  in  Time  of  Peace, 
witliout  any  abfolute  Neceflity  for  fo  duing,  was  altogether 
inconfiftent  with  the  Liberties  of  this  Nation  :  That  tho' 
there  might  be  at  prefent  an  abfolute  Neceflity  for  keeping 
up  the  Number  of  Forces  agreed  to  by  that  Houfe,  yet  that 
that  Neceflity  might  ceafe  in  a  few  Months,  perhaps  in  a 
few  Weeks  j  and  if  (o,  it  would  then  become  neceflar}'  both 
for  the  Eafc  of  the  Nation,  and  for  the  Prefcrvation  of  the 
Conftitution,  to  disband  fome  of  them  :  That  though  tlxe 
King;  was  always  to  be  prefumed  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted 
\vith  the  Circumflances  of  the  Nation,  and  always  inclined! 
to  do  that  which  might  moft  contribute  to  the  publick  Wel- 
fare ;  yet  it  liad  always  been  the  Cuilom  of  that  tloufe, 
and  was  their  Duty,  to  addrefs  the  King  upon  Matters  of  very 
great  Confequence ;  in  order  to  recommend  to  his  Majefl:y 
thofe  Meafures  which  they  thought  would  conduce  mofl:  to 
the  Happinefs  and  Safety  of  the  Nation.'  But  this  Motion 
was  oppos'd  by  Mr  Talbot,  Lord  Plervey,  Mr  Henry  Pelham,  Mr  T,-ibot. 
and  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  alledg'd,  '  That  the  Prefent-  MrH"pdhIm. 
ing  of  fuch  an  Addrefs  was  in  fome  Aleafure  inconlifl.ent  ;>':  k^'  waJjiuic. 
with  the  Refolution  they  had  then  agreed  to  :  That  it  was  re- 
folving  that  the  Number  of  Forces  for  the  Year  1733  fliould 
be  fo  many  ;  and  addrefling  that  they  fliould  not  be  fo  many : 
That  thefe  two  Refolutions,  following  one  another  upon  their 
Journals,  would  appear  to  be  very  extraordinary :  That  be- 
sides, the  Prefenting  of  fuch  an  Addrefs  would  be  difrefpcft- 
ful  to  his  Majefly,  in  fo  far  as  it  would  be  a  Sort  of  Ir.fi- 
nuation  that  his  Majelly  might  negledl  taking  tJie  firfl  Op- 
portunity of  reducing  the  Army,  and  thereby  leflening  the 
publick  Charge  ;  and  as  they  never  yet  had  the  leafc  Occa- 
flon  to  fufpedl  any  fuch  Thing,  it  would  be  now  unjuil  to 
harbour  any  fuch  Sufpicion  :  That  in  many  Cafes  it  might 
be  the  Cultom,  it  might  be  tJie  Duty  of  that  Houfe,  to  ad- 
drefs the  Throne  on  particular  Emergencies  ;  but  in  a  Cafe 
that  regarded  his  Majefly  and  his  Adminiilration  in  fuch  a 
general  Manner,  as  the  Cafe  in  Hand  did,  it  would  be  moft 
difrefpeftful :  That  they  might  as  well  addrefs  his  Majefly  to 
govern  according  to  Lav/,  or  not  to  encroach  upon  the  Confti- 
tution ;  and  an  Addrefs  in  fuch  Terms  would,  they  bcliev'd,  be 
allow'd  to  be  llicwing  a  very  high  Dificfpeft  to  the  King 
Vol,  IL  M  m  upon 
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Upon  the  Throne.'  Mr  Sh'ippen,  on  the  other  Hand,  infiA- 
ed,  '  That  his  Mnjefty  knew  how  much  the  Nation  was 
loaded  with  Debts  and  Taxes,  and  how  inconfiftent  it  was 
with  our  Conftitution  to  keep  up  a  Standing-Army  in  Time 
of  Peace,  and  that  therefore  his  Majefty,  he  was  fure,  would 
not  look  on  their  Prefenting  of  fuch  an  Addrefs  as  any  Way 
difrefpeftful  to  him.'  Some  Members  having  taken  Offence 
at  thefe  Expreffions  Mr  Shippen  reply'd,  *  That  he  could 
not  but  look  on  himfelf  as  a  very  unfortunate  Man,  for  that 
in  the  late  Reign  he  had  incurred  the  Difpleafure  of  many 
Gentlemen,  and  had  undergone  a  levere  Genfure  of  that 
Houfe,  for  fnying  that  it  was  one  of  the  greateft  Misfor- 
tunes of  his  late  Majelty's  Reign,  that  he  did  not  know  our 
Language,  and  was  unacquainted  with  our  Conftitution  ;  [^See 
Vol.  1.  p.  157-]  and  that  now  he  had  difobliged  feveral 
others,  by  faying  that  his  prefent  Majefty  well  knows  the 
Circumftances  of  the  Nation,  and  is  acquainted  with  our 
Conftitution  :  But  that,  however,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
but  that  his  Majefty  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  both ;  and 
that  therefore  he  would  look  upon  fuch  an  Addrefs,  as  pro- 
ceeding from  that  honeft  Care  and  Concern,  which  every 
Member  ought  to  have  for  thofe  who  fent  them  thither, 
and  not  as  proceeding  from  any  Difiefpedt  towards  him  :  That 
his  Majefty  could  not  be  difpleafed  therewith,  and  that  thofe 
they  rcprcfeuted  muft  lie  highly  pleafed  to  fee  the  Houfe  fo 
watchful  of  all  Opportunities  to  lefien  their  Charge,  and  to 
recommend  their  Eafe  and  Advantage  to  the  Crown.'  But 
the  Queftion  being  put  on  the  Lord  Morpeth's  Motion,  it 
was  carried  in  the  Negative,  by  203  againft  i  36. 

FcL.  7.  Being  the  Day  on  which  the  Houfe  was,  according 
to  Order,  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  to  confider  oi 
Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty ;  a  Motion  was  made,  '  That  this  Houfe  will  raife  the 
neceflary  Supplies  for  the  current  Service  of  this  Year,  with- 
out creating  any  new  Debt  upon  any  Fund  whatfoever.'  But 
upon  the  Queftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Nega- 
tive. 

Fel'.  13.  The  Affair  of  the  Spanifh  Depredations  having 
given  great  Uncafmefs  to  the  whole   Nation,    Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawfon  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
Sir, 

*  The  many  and  great  Loffes  our  Merchants  have  fuftain- 
ed  by  the  Depredations  committed  on  them  by  the  Spaniards, 
are,  I  believe,  well  known  to  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  ; 
and  it  is  likewife  known,  that  by  the  fecond  feparate  Article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  all  thofe  Affairs  were  to  have  been 
fettled  and  adjufted  in  the  Space  of  three  Years :  Thefe 
three  Years  are  ntow  expired,  but  I  do  i}Ot  find  that  any  Body 

knows 


(     =^75     ) 
knows  hmv  any  of  thofe  Affairs  have  been  fettled  and  ad-     Anno  6.  cec.  n. 
jufted,  at  leait  I  cannot  hear  of  any  one  of  our  Merchants  ■   ^JH*"-^"  _j 
who  has  met  with  any  Redrefs. 

*  As  the  Time  is  now  expir'd,  I  hope  our  Merchants  have 
already  got,  or  are  very  foon  to  receive  a  fufficient  Repara- 
tion for  all  their  Sufferings  ;  this  I  hope  for,  and  I  fliould  be 
extreamly  glad  to  have  my  Hopes  confirmed  ;  it  is  an  Affair 
on  which  the  Happinefs  of  many  private  Men  depends,  and 
is  of  fo  much  Confequence  both  to  the  Honour  and  Trade 
of  this  Nation,  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  us,  as  Members 
of  this  Houfe,  to  inquire  into  it ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  move. 
That  an  hum.ble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  Direction,  that  there  may 
be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies  of  the  Reports  made  by 
his  Majefly's  CommifTaries  in  Spain,  togetlier  with  all  Letters 
and  Papers  relating  thereto  ;  and  what  Satisfadion  has  been 
made  to  the  Subjefts  of  Great-Britain,  for  the  LolTes  they 
fuftained  by  the  Depredations  of  the  Spaniards  in  Europe,  or 
in  the  Indies,  purfuant  to  the  fecond  feparate  Article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  Union,  Friendfhip,  and  mutual  Defence, 
between  the  Crowns  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  Spain, 
concluded    at    Seville   on   the   9th   of   November,   1729.' 

This  Motion  being  feconded.    Sir  Robert  Walpole  Hood  sir  r.  Waipoie. 
up  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
Mr  Speaker, 
*  Such  an  Addrefs  as  has  been  moved  for,  may,    if  Gen- 
tlemen infill  on  it,    be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  but  I  can 
now  afTure  you,  that  there  is  as  yet  nothing  that  his  Majefty 
can  lay  before  you ;  for  though  by  tlie  Treaty  of  Seville  the 
Commiflaries  of  the   two  Nations  were  to  fettle  all  the  Af- 
fairs, referred  to  them  by  that  Treaty,  within  the  Space  of 
three  Years  from  the  Date  thereof,  yet,  by  Reafon  of  feveral 
unforefeen  Accidents,  they  never  could  meet  fo  as  to  enter 
upon,  or  do  any  Bufinefs  till  the  Month  of  February  laft : 
Since  that  Time  they  have  been  proceeding  upon  the  Affairs 
referred  to  them  ;  but  as  yet  there  is  nothing  brought  to  that 
Maturity,  or  formed  into  fuch  a  Shape,  as  to  be  proper  to 
be  laid  before  this  Houfe,    The  Delays  they  at  firft  met  with 
made  it  neceflary  to  prolong  the  Time  for  fettling  and  adjuft- 
ing  thofe  Matters,  and  therefore  it  has  been  agreed  between 
the  two  Nations,  that  the  three  Years  Ihail  be  computed  from 
that  Day  in   February  laft,  on  which  the  Comniiftaries  firft 
met ;  and  by  that  Time  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  thofe  Affairs 
will  be  fettled  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  will  give  full  Satisfadion 
to  every  Member  of  this  Houfe,  and  full  Reparation  to  every 
one  of  the  Subjedls  of  Great-Britain,   who   has  met  wilh  a 
real  Injury  from  the  Spaniards.' 
To  this  Mr  PuUcney  replied, 

M  ni  3  Siic 
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Awio  6.  Gee.  11.  Sir, 

^^-3j-  ^^  4  There  is  a  Term  made  ufe  of  in  the  Exchequer,  callc4 
Mr  vv.  Puiteney.  Nickil,  which  Term  has  been  fometimes  made  ufe  of  by  the 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  has  qften  been  given  as  aq 
4nfwer  to  this  Houfe,  when  Accounts  of  the  Produce  of 
fgme  certain  Branches  of  the  Revenue  have  been  called  for. 
Now  as  to  the  prefei^t  Affair,  it  may  be  that  there  has  not 
as  yet  been  any  Thing  done,  or  at  leaft  not  brought  to  Ma- 
turity, and  formed  into  fuch  a  Shape,  as  to  be  proper  to  be 
laid  before  this  Houfe :  This,  I  fay,  may  be  the  Cafe, 
though  I  mull  fay  it  is  a  little  furprizing,  that  in  fo  long  a 
Time  there  fhould  have  been  nothing  done  ;  however,  lup- 
pofing  that  it  is  the  Cafe,  yet  his  Majefty  may  give  us  this 
Exchequer- Term  for  Anfwer  ;  he  may  tell  us  that  there  has 
not  as  yet  been  any  Thing  done  :  It  is  from  his  Majefty  on- 
ly, that  this  Houfe  can  properly  have  an  Anfwer ;  even  fuch 
an  Anfwer  we  are  not  to  take  from  any  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  or  from  any  Subject  whatfoever.  And  as  the  Pre- 
fenting  of  fucl^  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  will  fhew  our  Con- 
ftituents  that  we  are  careful  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Nation, 
E.nd  have  a  Concern  for  the  Merchants,  who  have  been  fo 
great  Sufferers  by  the  Depredations  committed  by  the  Spa- 
niards ;  therefore  I  am  for  agreeing  with  the  Motion." 
6ii  T.  Afton.  Mr  Pulteney  was  back'd  by  Sir  Thomas  Afton  as  fol- 

lows : 
Sir, 
*  If  in  all  this  Time  there  has  been  nothing  done  by 
thofe  Commiflaries,  I  am  much  afraid  that  this  Affair  may 
be  fpun  out  to  a  very  great  Length.  I  do  not  know  but 
that  it  may  laft  as  long  as  the  Gentlemen  who  are  employed 
as  our  Commiffaries  may  live  ;  for  as  they  have  thereby  a 
good  Salary  from,  and  all  their  Charges  borne  by  their 
Country,  they  may  not  perhaps  be  too  hafty  in  concluding 
the  Affairs  referred  to  them,  and  thereby  putting  an  End  to 
the  beneficial  Poll  they  enjoy  ;  and  on  the  other  Ifand  it  is 
to  be  prefumed,  that  the  Spaniards  will  make  ufe  of  all  the 
Ex'cufes  they  can  invent,  for  delaying  their  making  that  Re- 
paration, which  in  Juftice  they  ought  to  do,  and  which  we 
sre  engaged  in  Honour  to  infift  on.  It  is  therefore  our  Du- 
ty,  as  Members  of  this  Houfe,  to  defire  from  Time  to  Time 
to  know  what  is  doing  in  an  Aff.iir,  in  which  both  the  Jfntereft 
£nd  the  Honour  of  the  Nation  is  fo  much  concerned,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  all  unneceffary  Delays,  and  to  fatisfy  the 
World  that  this  Nation  does  not  tamely  put  up  fuch  In- 
juries.' 
pj.-CDrd'f  Hereupon  Mr  Conduit  *  replied  to  Sir  Thomas  Afton  : 

Sit. 
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Sir,  A'uio  5.  Geo,  U. 

'  I  find  there  is  a  very  great  Miftake  in  Prejudice  to  the  ^_  _ ^^1^'  ^ 
worthy  Gentlemen  our  Commiffaries  in  Spain  :  I  mull  do 
them  the  Juftice  to  declare,  that  to  my  Knowledge  they  very 
much  defpife  the  Salaries  they  have  from  the  Publick, 
and  are  puftiing  as  much  as  pofljble  the  Accommodation 
of  all  the  Affliirs  referred  to  them,  in  order  that  they  may 
return  home  to  look  after  their  private  Affairs.  I  am  very 
fure  that  there  is  not  one  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who,  for  the 
Sake  of  the  Salary  would  have  gone  out  of  the  Kingdom,  or 
wJ)o  would  flay  one  Month  in  Spain,  or  any  where,  for  the 
Sake  of  enjoying  fo  trifling  a  Benefit.  It  was  the  Hopes  on- 
ly of  being  ferviceable  to  their  Country,  that  prevailed  on 
any  of  them  to  go  thither,  and  they  are  doing  as  much  as 
lies  in  their  Power  to  render  their  Serv'ice  as  beneficial  as 
poffible  to  their  Country ;  the  fooner  that  Affair  is  brought 
tp  a  Conclufion,  the  more  beneficial  will  their  Service  cer- 
tainly be.  This  I  know  to  be  tlie  Cafe  as  to  the  Gentlemen 
that  are  employed,  but  if  it  \vere  otherwife,  his  Majelly 
could  certainly  take  C^re,  that  no  unneceffary  Delays  ihould 
be  allowed  ixi  an  Affair  of  fuch  Confequence,  and  certainly 
will  lay  before  this  Houfe  an  Account  of  all  the  Proceed- 
ings in  that  Affair  as  foon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done  ; 
and  therefore  I  muft  be  of  Opinion,  that  there  is  no  Oc- 
cafion  for  our  prefenting  any  fuch  Addrefs  as  has  been 
moved  for.' 

To  this  IV^r  Pulteney  anfvvered,  Mr  w.  Puitcncy;^ 

Sir, 

*  We  may  always  depend  on  it,  that  his  Majefty  will  take 
all  poffible  Care  of  this,  as  well  as  of  every  other  Affair  that 
regards  the  Honour  or  the  Happinefs  of  the  Nation  ;  but  in 
aUAffairs  his  Majefty  muft  employ  others  under  him,  he 
muft  neceffarily  employ  Minifters  and  other  inferior  Agents, 
to  tranfaft  and  manage  the  publick  Affairs  of  the  Nation  ;■ 
and  as  they  may  be  dilatory  or  negligent,  therefore  it  is  the 
Puty,  and  has  always  been  the  Praftice  of  this  Houfe,  to  in- 
quire into  the  Management  of  Affairs  of  great  Confequence. 
In  the  prefcnt  Cafe  I  am  for  the  Addrefs  propofed,  becaufe 
it  will  be  a  Spur  to  the  Minifters,  to  procure  as  fpeedy  and 
as  ample  a  Satisfaftion  to  our  injured  Merchants,  as  they  can 
poffibly  get.  Our  having  taken  Notice,  in  the  laft  Seffion  of 
Parliament,  of  the  Spanifli  Depredations,  procured,  I  believe, 
thofe  Commiffions  and  Inftru<^ions,  which  were  laft  Summer 
fent  to  his  Majefty's  Ships  of  War  in  the  Weft  Indies :  That, 
I  believe,  was  the  chief  Caufe  offending  fome  of  our  Ships 
to  the  Spanilh  Coaft  to  demand  Satisfaftion  for  Englifh  Mer- 
chant-Ships, which  they  had  violently  taken,  and  unjuftly 
coi)fifcated.     One  of  thcfe  Captains  did  accordingly,  in  Pur- 

fiianc;? 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  11.  fuancc  of"  the  Inftrudions  he  had  received,  fend  his  Boat  with 
im-n-  ^  jjj'g  Lieutenant  and  fome  of  his  Sailors  on  Shore,  to  demand  the 
Satisfaftion  propofed ;  but  the  Spaniards  were  fo  far  from 
complying  with  fo  juft  a  Demand,  that  they  added  a  new  Af- 
front, by  making  the  Lieutenant  and  the  Men  Prifoners ; 
whereupon  he,  like  a  brave,  honeft,  downright  Englilh  Cap- 
tain, did  what  he  ought  to  do,  he  feized  the  firft  Spanifh 
Ship  he  could  meet  with  ;  but  I  have  been  fince  informed, 
that  this  Spanifh  Ship  has  been  reftored,  tho'  the  Englifh  Ship 
has  neither  been  reftored,  nor  have  the  Owners  met  with  any 
Satisfaftion  for  the  Damage  and  Lofs  they  have  fuftained. 
How  this  came  about,  how  we  came  to  reltore  this  Ship  to 
them,  before  they  had  agreed  to  releafe  our  Ship,  is  more 
than  I  know,  or  can  comprehend  ;  for  as  they  had  done  the 
firft  Injury,  they  ought,  in  my  Opinion,  to  have  been  obliged 
to  have  made  the  firft  Reparation.  As  to  the  Gentlemen 
that  are  empIoyM  as  our  CommifTaries  in  Spain,  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  defpife  their  Salaries  or  not,  but  I  an\ 
fure,  if  they  continue  as  long  in  Spain  as  one  Gentleman 
feems  apprehenfive  they  may,  it  will  verify  what  I  faid  in 
this  Houfe  in  relation  to  thofe  Affairs,  that  it  would  have 
been  better  for  the  Nation,  and  more  to  the  Satisfaftion  of 
the  Sufferers,  to  have  given  up  the  Affair  at  firft,  and  to  have 
given  the  Sum  of  Money,  which  fuch  CommifTion  might  have 
coft  the  Publick,  to  be  divided  among  our  Merchants,  who 
had  been  robbed  and  plunder'd  by  the  Spaniards ;  for 
even  as  it  is,  I  am  afraid  that  if  the  Charges  which  that 
CommifTion  has  already,  and  will  ftand  the  Publick  in,  were 
to  be  dedufted  from  the  Sum,  which  we  may  recover  from 
the  Spaniards  by  Way  of  Reparation,  there  will  very  little 
remain  to  be  divided  among  the  Sufferers.' 

:iT  R,  Waipo!«.  Mr  Pulteney  having  done  fpeaking,  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
obferv'd,  '  That  wherever  that  honourable  Gentleman  got 
his  Information,  in  relation  to  the  Reftitution  of  the  Spanifti 
Ship  he  made  Mention  of,  to  his  Knowledge  it  was  errone- 
ous, for  that  at  the  fame  Time  Orders  were  fent  from  hence 
for  releafing  the  Spanifh  Ship,  Orders  were  in  like  Manner 
fent  from  the  Court  of  Spain,  for  releafing  and  reftoring  the 
Englifh  Ship  and  Cargo,  which  they  had  before  taken  ;  and 
that  her  not  being  ;-cftorcd  was  no  Neglefl,  either  at  this  or 
the  Spanifh  Court,  but  owing  to  the  Excufes  and  Delays  of 
his  Catholick  Majefty's  Governors  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  who, 
notwithftanding  exprefs  Orders  from  their  Court  for  deliver- 
ing up  the  Ship  and  Cargo,  had  found  fome  new  Pretences 

V!i  Karntr.  for  delaying  it.'  To  this  Mr  Plumer  reply'd,  *  That  if  the 
Cafe  was,  as  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  was 
pleafed  to  afTure  them,  he  could  not  but  with  Pleafure  ob- 
feive,  '  Ihat  if  ever  a  Vv^ar  fliould  hnppen  between  Srainand 

us. 
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us,  we  mufl  certainly  get   the  better  of  them  ;  for  that  out*  *""*  *•  ^''-  ^'• 

Governors  and  Officers   in  the  Weft-Indies  are,   it  feem'd, 

moft  punftual  and  exa£l  in  obferving  and  obeying  the  Orders 

and  Inftruftions  received  from   hence,  even  tho'  they  may 

be  perhaps  not  much  to  their  own  private  Liking  ;  whereas 

on  the  other  Hand  it  appeared,   that  his  Catholicli  Majefty's 

Governors  and  Officers  in  thofe  Parts  had  but  little  Regard 

to  the  exprefs  Orders  they  received  from   him  ;  that  King, 

it  feem'd,  having  no   Authority  over  his  own  Officers ;  and 

confequently  in  Cafe  of  a  War  between  us,  we  fhould  have  a 

very  confiderable  Advantage  over  that  Nation.' 

At  lait  the  Queftion  being  put  on  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawfon's  AnAddreftagroed 
Motion,  it  was  agreed  to  without  any  Divifion  ;  and  the  Ad- 
drefs  was  accordingly  prefented. 

FeL  1 6.  Sir  Conyers  D'Arcey  -j-  reported    his  Majefty's  The  King's  An- 
Anfwer  to  the  faid  Addrefs,  viz.  "  That  although  by  the  f"'^'"  ^^""^^^ 
Treaty  of  Seville,  the  Commiffarres  on  the  Part  of  Great 
Britain  and  Spain  were  to  meet  within  four  Months  after 
the  Exchange  of  the  Ratification  of  that  Treaty,  and 
their  Commiffions  to  continue  for  three  Years  from  the 
Date  of  the  faid  Treaty  ;  and  altho'  his  Majefty's  Com- 
miflaries  were  appointed  on  the  id  of  April  1730,  yet  by 
feveral  unforefeen  Accidents,  the  Meeting   of  the  Com- 
miflaries  in  Spain  was  fo  long  delay'd,  that  the  firft  Con- 
ferences were  not  open'd 'till  the  23d  of  February  1732, 
N.  S.  And  that  as  fo  much  Time  was  elapfed  before  the 
opening  of  their  Commiffions,  it  has  been  fmce  agreed  be- 
tween the  two  Crowns,  that  the  three  Years,  for  finifhing 
the  Commiffion  of  the  faid  Commiflaries,  Ihall  be  com- 
puted  from  their  firft  Meeting  on  the   23d  of  Feb.  laft  ; 
which  makes  it  imprafticable  for  his  Majefty  to  give  the 
proper   Orders,  for  laying  a  perfect  Account  before  this 
Houfe,  of  what  is  defired  in  their  Addrefs." 
Fel>.  21.  The  Houfe  refolv'd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Mr  winningt>>a 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the   State  o?  the  Trade  of  his  ^;^'"'Pi^cc'T 
Majefty's  Sugar- Colonies  in  America  ;  and  Mr  Winnington  £y?up».  Mokj/iM, 
moved  for  a  Refolution,    *  That  no  Sugar,  Paneels,  Syrups,  except  frjmthc 
or  Moloftes,  nor  any  Rum  or  Spirits,  except  of  the  Growth  or  fn  AmeWclrb/L- 
Manufafture  of  his  Majefty's   Sugar-Colonies  in  America,  ported,  but  from 

n-ui-  ^-T-^iii  r  .->  T.--       Great  Britain  on.y, 

ihould  be  imported  mto  Ireland,  but  from  Great  Britam 
only.'  This  Motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr  Carey,  *  Member  ^^*'* *-"'^" 
for  Dartmouth,  who  faid,  *  That  he  would  with  all  his 
Heart  join  in  any  proper  Meafures,  that  could  be  propofcd, 
for  encouraging  our  Sugar-Colonies,  but  he  could  not  agree 
to  the  altering  the  Laws  as  they  then  flood,  with  refpedt  to 

thfe 


1 


Comptroller  of  his  Maj^y's  Himfihold. 

Clark  oftht  Cthfidl,  and  Sitretary  to  the  Lor*  Lit'.Upar-i  of  L-ehrtJ. 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II.  the  Importation  into  Ireland  :  That  the  allowing  of  Runi  id 
V_  —  -  i-_i'  be  imported  diredly  into  Ireland  from  any  of  our  Colonies 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  was  with  Defign  to  difcourage   as  much 
as  poflible  the  Confumption  of  French  Brandies  in  that  King- 
dom ;  which  Defign  would  be  entirely  over-thrown  by  the 
Refolution   propofed,     if  any   new    Law    fliould   now    be 
made  in  purfuance   thereof;  for  if  it   ffiould  be  made  ne- 
cefTary  to  bring  Rum  to,   and  enter  it  in  England,  before  it 
could  be  carry'd  to  Ireland^  it  would  very  much  enhance  the 
Price  of  that  Commodity,  by  which  the  Confumption   there- 
of would  be  difcouraged  and  diminifhed,   and  the  Confump- 
tion of  French  Brandies  would    confequently   be  increafed  : 
That  he   thought  it  was   unreafonable  to   lay    fuch  a  Re- 
iiridlion  on  the  Trade  to  Ireland,  becaufe  that  Kingdom  was 
a  Part  of  our  own  Dominions,  and  contributed  very  coniide- 
rably  to  the  Riches  and  Power  of  England ;  That  befidcs,  if 
a  Law  ftiould  be  made  in  the  Terms  of  the  Refolution  pro- 
pofed, it  would  probably  embroil  us  v/ith  fome  of  our  Neigh- 
bours :  That  he  did   not  know  but   the  French  would  look 
upon  it  as  a  Breach  of  that  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
by  which  it  was  ilipulated,  that  the  Trade  between  France 
and  us  fhould  remain  on  the  fame   Footing  it  was  on  at  that 
Time  :  That  the  Portugueze  would  certainly  look  on  it  as  a 
Breach   of  the  Treaties   of  Peace  and  Commerce  fubfifting. 
between  us  and  them,  becaufe,  by  fuch  a  Law  the  Importa- 
tion of  Portugal  Sugars  direftly  into  Ireland   would  be  ex- 
Mr  Scrope.  prefly  prohibited.'    He  was  anfwer'd  by  Mr  Scrope,  Member 
for  Briliol,   who  faid  in  Support  of  the  Motion,  '  That  as 
to  the  enhancing  of  the  Price  of  Rum  in  Ireland,  and  there- 
by difcouraging  the  Confumption  thereof  in  that  Kingdom, 
there  was  no  fuch  Confequence   could  enfue  from  the  Refo- 
lution  propofed,  or  from  any  Law  that   could  be  made  in 
Purfuance  thereof,  becaufe  there  might  ftill  be  as  much  Rum, 
as  was  requifite  for  the  Confumption  in  that  Kingdom,  im- 
ported direftly  thither  fiom  our  own  Sugar-Colonies  in  Ame- 
rica ;  what  was  propofed  by  the  Refolution  moved  for,  was 
only  to   prohibit  the  diredl  Importation  of  any  of  the  Com- 
modities  mentioned  therein,  from  any  of  the  other  Colonies 
in  America,  and   we  had  very  good  Reafon  for  making  fuch 
a  Prohibition,  becaufe  it  appeared  that  what   was  imported 
dircdlly  into  Ireland  from  the  other  Colonies,  was  generally 
the  Produce  of  the  Foreign  Sugar-Colonies  in  that  Part  of 
the  World,    whereby   the  Trade  of  thofe  Colonies  was  very 
much   encouraged   and  improved,  to  the   Ruin  of  our  own^ 
Sugar-Colonies  in  America  :  That  though  we  were  to  look 
upon  Ireland  as  a  Part  of  our  own  Dominions,  yet  we  ought 
not  to  allow  them  to  encroach  upon  any  Branch  of  the  Trade 
of  England  ;  It  was  very  well  known  that  they  were  always 

endeavouring 
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endearoarii'.g  to  encroach  upon  our  Trade  ;  and  if  we  did  not  Anno  5.  Geo.  ii, 
take  Care  to  keep  that  Country  under  the  Yoke,  they  might 
in  Time  grow  fo  rich  as  to  be  able  to  throw  it  off,  which 
they  would  perhaps  willingly  do,  if  ever  it  fhould  happen 
to  be  in  their  Power :  That  as  to  Portugal,  fome  Words 
might  be  put  in,  or  fome  Provifo  added,  fur  obviating  any 
Exception  that  might  be  taken  by  them.'  Hereupon  Mr 
Doddington  faid,  '  That  he  was  forry  to  differ  from  his  honour-  Mr  Doidjagton. 
able  Friend  that  fat  by  him,  but  that  he  had  always  look'd  on 
Prohibitions  in  Trade  as  of  dangerous  Confequence,  and  that 
therefore  no  Prohibitions  ought  ever  to  be  laid  on  it,  but  fuch 
as  are  in  their  own  Nature  abfolutely  necefTary  :  That  we 
had  no  Rcafon  to  be  jealous  of  Ireland,  or  to  lay  them  under 
any  Rertraints  and  Prohibitions ;  that  Country  had  always 
appeared  loyal  and  zealous  for  his  Majefly,  and  for  the  pre- 
fent  Royal  Family  ;  they  had  generally  behaved  as  good  bub- 
jeds,  at  leaft  for  many  Years  laft  pail ;  and  he  believed  the 
bell  Way  to  keep  them  fo,  was  to  give  them  all  proper  En- 
couragement, and  to  ftiun  as  much  as  poffible  the  laying  them 
under  any  particular  Reltraints  or  Difadvantages  :  That  he 
looked  on  that  Kingdom  in  a  very  different  Light  from  what 
fome  other  Gentlemen  fecmed  to  view  it  in ;  the  Peoplk 
thereof  he  always  confider'd  as  a  Part  of  ourfelves,  and  he 
hoped  they,  or  at  iealt  the  mod  of  them,  never  did,  nor  ever 
would  look  upon  themfelves  as  being  under  any  Yoke,  but 
that  of  the  Government,  and  the  Lav/s  of  their  Native 
Country.'  Mr  Horatio  Walpole  obferved  next,  *  That  as  to  m.-h,  wvpo'- 
what  was  propofed  by  the  Regulation  moved  for,  he  could  nljJij'a'ent^  ihs 
perceive  nothing  therein  contrary  to  the  Treaties  of  Peace  ^iJo^e  Motioii. 
and  Commerce  fubfilling  with  Foreign  Powers ;  'twas  a  Re- 
gulation of  Trade  only  within  our  own  Dominions,  and  had 
no  Relation  to  that  of  our  Neighbours:  That  if  we  were  to 
prohibit  the  Importation  of  any  one  of  their  Commodities  into 
any  Part  of  the  BritiOi  Dominions,  they  might  perhaps  have 
Reafon  to  take  it  amifs ;  they  might  fay,  that  (ijch  a  Pro- 
hibition was  an  Infringement  of  fome  of  the  Stipulations  fub- 
fifling  between  us ;  but  what  was  nOw  propofed,  was  not  a 
general  Prohibition,  it  was  only  the  appointing  of  fuch  par- 
ticular Places  within  our  own  Dominions  for  the  Importation 
of  fuch  Commodities,  and  prohibiting  the  importing  of  them 
at  fome  other  Places  :  That  as  this  regarded  only  our  Trade 
among  ourfelves,  no  foreign  Power  could  take  any  juil  Ex- 
ceptions thereto  ;  but  however,  fin^'e  there  was  no  Defignof 
prohibiting  the  Importation  of  French  Spirits,  or  Portugal 
Sugars,  direflly  into  Ireland,  therefore  he  would  propofe  an 
Amendment,  and  that  the  Rcfolution  fliould  be  in  the  Teruii 
following,  '  That  no  Sugar,  Paneeh,  Syrups,  or  Moloiil-h, 
of  the  Growth,  Product,  or  Manufaftiire  of  any  of  the  Colo- 
Vol.  II.  N  n  nici 


iciating  to  the 
Trade  of  the  Su- 
gar-Colonies. 

Mi  Winnington. 


Col.  Bladen. 


Sir  J.  B.!rr.ard. 
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*" 'i7^52?*^°'  "■  ^^^^  ^^  Plantations  in  America ;  nor  any  Rum  or  Spirits  of 
t,,..^— >y~  ^  America,  except  of  the  Growth  or  Manufafture  of  his  Ma- 
whithisaarcedto.jefty's  Sugar-Colonics  there,  be  imported  into  Ireland,  but 
Farther  Debate  ffom  Great  Britain  only.'  The  Refolution  being  thus  amend- 
ed, it  was  agreed  to  without  any  Divifion  ;  and  then  Mr 
Winnington  Hood  up  again,  and  mov'd,  *  That  a  Duty  of 
4  s.  per  Hnwdred  Weight,  Sterling  Money,  be  laid  on  all 
foreign  Sugars  and  Paneels,  imported  into  any  of  his  Majelly's 
Colonies  or  Plantations  in  America.'  This  was  agreed  to 
without  any  Oppofition.  Then  Colonel  Bladen  made  the 
two  following  Motions,  viz.  I.  '  That  a  Duty  of  6  d.  per 
Gallon,  Sterling  Mone/,  be  laid  on  all  foreign  Moloffes  and 
Syrups  imported  into  any  of  his  Majelly's  Colonies  or  Plan- 
tations in  America  :  And  II.  That  a  Duty  of  9  d.  per 
Gallon,  Sterling  Money,  be  laid  on  all  foreign  Rum  im- 
ported into  any  of  his  Majelly's  Colonies  of* Plantations  in 
America.' 

Hereupon  Sir  John  Barnard,  in  Oppofition  thereto,  faid, 
*  That  as  the  Trade  then  Hood  between  our  Northern  Co- 
lonies and   the  French  Sugar  Illands,  it  appeared,  that  our 
Colonies  bought  MolofTes  of  them  at  a  very  low  Price,  and 
dillilled  them  into  Rum,  by  which  they  provided  themfelves 
at  a  fmall  Charge  with  the  Rum  that  was  neccffary  for  them 
in  their  Trade  with  the  Indians,  and  in  their  Filhing- Trade ; 
they  had,  it  was  true,  moll  of  the  Materials  for  making  this 
Rum  from  the  French ;  but  then  the  Manufafture  was  all 
their  own,  and  thereby  a  great  many  of  our  Subjedls  in  that 
Part  of  the  World  were  employ'd  and  maintain'd  :  That  by 
laying  fuch  an  high  Duty  on  French  Molofles,  we  iliould  lay 
them  under  a  Neceffity  of  manufacturing  it  themfelves,  fo  that 
oi:r  Subjeds  would  lofe  all  that  Employment,  and  inflead  of 
buying   Molofies  in  their  natural  Drefs  from  the  French,  as 
they   did   formerly,  they  would  be  obliged  to  purchafe  the 
fame  MolofTes  manufactured  into  Rum,  whereby  the  French 
Sugar- Illands  would  take  of  them  at  leaft  three  times  the  Mo- 
ney they    took   formerly  :    That  as  Moloffes  was  a  bulky 
Commodity,  it   would  not  be  eafy  to  run  them  into  any  of 
our  Northern-Colonies,  fo  that  the  French  would  be  laid  un- 
der an  abfclutes  Neceffity  of  manufacturing  them  into  Rum, 
and  when  manufactured  into  Rum,  it  would  be  eafy  to  carry 
that  Rum,  and   fell  it  in  a  Smuggling  Way  to  our  Filhing- 
Vcffels  at  Sea,  and  even  to  run  it  into  every  one  of  our  Co- 
lonies on  the  Continent  of  America:  That  the Sea-Coalls  be- 
longing to  us  in  tiiat  Part  of  the  World  were  of  fuch  a  vaft 
Extent,  and  fo  many  little  Harbours  and  Creeks  to  be  every 
where  met  with,  the  Roads  fo  little  frequented,    and   the 
Towns  fo  open,  that  it  would  be  impoffiblc   to  prevent  thi; 
Running  of  French  Rum  ou  Shore,  or  the  conveying  it  from 

one 
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one  Town  to  another  after  it  is  landed^:     No,  not  even  if  Anno  6,  Ceo.  ii. 
we  fhould  fend  thither  the  whole  Army  of  Excife-Officers  .     'ZJ^T'     . 
which  we  have  here  at  home ;    the  fending  them  thither 
might,  indeed,  add  a  good  deal  to  our  Happinefs  in  this 
Country,  but  all  of  them  together  could  be  of  no  Service 
for  fuch  a  Purpofe  in  that  Country :  That  as  to  the  laying  a 
Duty  both  on  foreign  Rum  and  MoIoiTes,   he  would  not  be 
altogether  againft  it,  but  then  it  ought  to  be  only  a  fmall 
Duty,  for  the  fake  of  giving  an  Advantage  to  our  own  Su- 
gar-Colonies in  that  Refpe£V,  not  fuch  an  high  Duty  as  was 
in  a  manner  equal  to  a  Prohibition;  for  that  was  really  grant- 
ing a  Monopoly  to  ourSugar-Iflands,  with  refped  to  a  Commo- 
dity that  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  our  Northern-Colonies, 
both  in  their  Fifhing-Trade  and  in  their  Trade  with  the  na- 
tive Indians  ;   and  as  the  French  were  our  Rivals  like  wife  in 
both  thofe  Trades,  we  were  about  giving  them  a  certain  Ad- 
vantage as  to  thefe  Trades,  and  that  without  doing  them  any 
Harm  as  to  their  Sugar-Trade  ;  for  if  they  fold  Sugar  and 
Rum  cheapet-  than  our  Colonies  did,  they  would  have  Vend 
enough  for  all  they  could  make  ;  they  would  have  a  ftolen 
Market  for   it  in  the  Eritilh  Dominions,  and  an  open  Mar- 
ket in  all  other  Parts  of  the  World.'    To  this  Colonel  Bla-  CoiEiader.. 
den  anfwer'd,  '  That  he  had  often  heard  our  Army  of  Ex- 
cife-Olficers  fet  in  a  very  terrible  Light,  and  reprefented  as 
of  the   moft  dangerous  Confequepce  to  the   Liberties  of  the 
Nation,    but  now  he   heard   it  urged  that  this  whole  Ar- 
my would  not  be   able  to  reduce  our  Northern-Colonies  j 
and  he  was    fure,  if  they  were  not,  there  was  no  Fear  of 
their  being  able  to  reduce  this  Nation  :  But  without  fend- 
ing any  of  that  Army  to  America,  he  hoped   there  would 
be  no  fuch  Thing  as  Smuggling  in  that  Part  of  the  World  ; 
it  was  to  prevent  fuch  a  pernicious  Praftice,  tlut   he  pro- 
pofed  only  laying  a  Duty  on  foreign  Rum ;  he  did  not  pro- 
pofe  a  Prohibition,  and  the   Duty  he  had  propofed  was  no 
higher,  than  what  was  abfolutely  necefiary  for  putting  our 
own  Sugar- Illands  on  an  equal  Foot  with  the  French.'      Sir  sir  j,  Bamari 
John  Barnard  reply'd,  *  That  he  had  faid,  that  our  whole 
Army  of  Excifemen  would  not  be  able  to  prevent  the  Run- 
ning of  French  Rum  in  that  Country  ;  he  did  not  talk  of 
reducing  the  Country,  he  had  not  fo  much  as  mentioned  the 
Word,  bat  he  believed  it  would  be  much  eafier  to  reduce 
the  Country,  than  to  prevent  the  Running  of  French  Rum 
in  it,    in  cafe  what  was  then  propofed  fhould  take   Elfeft  : 
That  if  the  Gentleman  really  meant  to  prevent  Running,  he 
was  very  unfortunate  in  what  he   had  propofed,  for  he  had 
propofed  the  only  Method  that  could  be  thought  on,  <"or 
fetting  up   and  encouraging  the  Smuggling-Trade  ;  which 
was  that  of  laying  gn  a  high  Duty,  equal  to,  if  not  above,  the 
N  u'2  firft 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  11.  firft  Pricc  of  the  Commodity  upon  which  it  was  laid.'  Then 
173^- ;?_^  jjjg  Queftion  being  put,  the  three  foregoing  Motions  were  l"e- 
verally  agreed  to  without  any  Divifion.  After  this,  the  two 
following  Motions  were  agreed  to  without  any  Oppofiti- 
on,  I.  '  That  all  the  Duties  charged  on  the  Importation  of 
all  Sugars  and  Paneels  of  the  Growth,  Produft  and  Manu- 
fadure  of  his  Majefty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  Ame- 
rica, into  Great  Britain,  be  drawn  back  on  Exportation  of 
the  fame.'  II.  '  That  a  Drawback  or  Allowance  of  2  s. 
Six  Refoiutions  re- ^^r  Hundred  Weight  on  all  Sugars,  refined  in  and  exported 
coiOTy TwdeT"  f*"oin  ^rcat  Britain,  be  paid  on  the  Exportation  thereof, 
over  and  above  all  Drawbacks  or  Bounties  now  payable  there- 
sir  j.  Barnard,  on,'  This  laft  Refolution  was  feconded  by  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard, who  faid,  *  That  he  would  agree  to  that  as  well  as 
the  other  Refolution  with  all  his  Heart,  for  that  the  two  lall 
were  the  only  Refolutions  they  had  come  to,  which,  in  his 
Opinion,  would  be  of  any  real  Ule  to  our  Sugar-Colonies  ; 
and  particularly  the  lall  Refolution  he  was  glad  to  fee  mov- 
ed, becaufe  he  hoped  it  would  make  them  think  of  fome 
other  Things  relating  to  our  Trade,  which  Hood  in  need  of 
feme  fuch  Redrefs  from  Parliament :  That  there  were  fevcral 
foreign  Materials  imported  into  this  Kingdom,  liable  to  Du- 
ties on  Importation,  which  Duties  were  drawn  back,  if  the 
Materials  were  again  exported  in  the  fame  Shape  ;  but  if  ma- 
jiufaftured  and  made  more  valuable  by  the  Labour  of  our 
own  People,  neither  the  Merchant  nor  the  Manufafturer  could 
draw  back  the  Duties,  even  though  they  fhould  afterwards 
export  the  fame,  and  could  Ihew  that  this  Manufadlure  was 
made  of  Materials  that  had  paid  a  Duty  on  Importation  ; 
and  would  have  had  a  Diawback  on  Exportation,  if  they 
had  been  carried  out  rough  as  they  were  brought  in  :  That 
this  was  a  fcandalous  Overfight  when  thefe  Duties  were  firft 
impofed,  but  it  was  much  more  fcandalous  that  in  fo  long 
a  Time  this  Overfight  had  never  been  amended  :  That 
there  were  feveral  Examples  of  this  Overfight  could  be  given, 
but  he  would  then  only  mention  the  Duties  on  foreign 
Hemp,  Flax,  Cordage,  &c.  which  were  drawn  back  if  the 
Goods  fhould  be  exported  in  the  fame  Condition  they  were 
imported  :  But  if  thefe  very  Goods  fliould,  by  the  Labour 
and  Induftry  of  our  own  People,  be  manufadured  into  Cables, 
Ropes,  and  other  Tackle  for  Sliipping,  and  then  exported, 
the  Exporter  could  not  have  any  Drav.'back  :  That  this 
was  a  great  Lofs  to  that  Branch  of  our  Trade,  which  was  a 
very  confiderable  Branch,  but  would  be  much  more  confide- 
rable  if  it  were  not  for  this  Hardfhip  it  laboured  under.' 
Thefe  Refolutions  being  all  agreed  to  as  above  recited, 
^  ^,.,  ^^^^^  .^  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  purfuant  thereto,  which 
ru  ill. ;•;«  ii.ticof.  aft^j-wards  palTcd  into  a  Law. 

The 
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The  fame  Day  the  Penfion  Bill  was  read  the  third  Time    Anno6.  Geo.  n. 

and  pafs'd ;  and  Mr  Sandys  was  ordered  to  carry  it  up  to  i^_JJ^~'     i 

the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  it  met  with  the  fame  Fate  as  in  The  Penfion-Biii 

the  two  laft  Seffions.  Pf*I"'''!?°"'-- 

_  .,--!«.  •  mons,  and  is  again 

Fel>.  23.  The  Houfe  refolv'd  itfelf  mto  a  Committee  of  'oft  in  the  Houfc  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  Ways  and  Means 
for  raifmg  the  Supply  ;  the  Account  of  the  Money  then 
remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  and  of  the  Produce  of  the  Sink- 
ing-Fund  difpofable  by  Parliament,  having  with  others  been 
referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  Sir  Robert  Walpole  ftood  sir.  r.  waipoie's 
up,  and  fpoke  as  follows  ;  J^l.^^f^iwof^ 

Q\y  the  Sinking-Fund, 

'  _  .  .  ft"  *he  Service  of 

*  In  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  this  Houfe  came  to  a  '•"=  Year  i7jj, 
Refolution,  which,  in  my  Opinion,  was  a  good  and  moft 
reafonable  Refolution  ;  and  that  was  to  eafe  the  Landed  Inte- 
rell  of  one  Shilling  in  the  Pound  upon  the  Land-Tax,  by 
granting  in  Lieu  thereof,  a  Duty  on  Salt  for  three  Years. 
[  See  p.  236  ]  By  this  the  Landed  Intereft,  which  has  for  fo 
many  Years  borne  fo  great  a  Share  of  the  Publick  Expence, 
has  in  this  laft  Year  found  a  moft  fenfible  Eafe  ;  and  if  any 
Method  can  be  fallen  on  for  continuing  this  Eafe  to  them, 
fuch  Method  ought  certainly  to  be  followed.  As  I  had, 
laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  the  Honour  of  moving  for  that  Re- 
folution, the  Approbation  I  then  met  with  encourages  me 
now  to  offer  to  your  Confideration  another  Motion,  which 
I  hope  will  be  equally  agreeable,  and  that  is,  that  it  may 
be  lelolved,  •  Tliat  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  towards  railing  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  there 
be  iffued  and  applyed  the  Sum  of  500,000  1.  out  of  fuch 
Monies  as  have  arifen  from  the  SurplulTes,  Exceffes,  or  O- 
verplus  Money,  commonly  called  the  Sinking-Fund,  over 
and  above  what  hath  been  applyed  to  the  Payment  of  one 
Million,  towards  difcharging  the  National  Debt,  purfuanc 
to  an  Aft  of  the  laft  Sefiion  of  Parliament.'  This  Motion, 
I  hope,  will  meet  with  the  Approbation  of  this  Houfe  ;  for 
it  has  always  been  my  Opinion,  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
granted  by  every  Man,  that  the  Publick  Expence  ought  al- 
ways to  be  raifed  according  to  that  Method,  which  is  the 
leaft  burthenfome  to  the  i  eople :  By  this  Method  we  fhall 
provide  for  a  great  Part  of  the  current  Service  of  the  Year, 
without  laying  any  Burthen  whatever  on  the  People,  and 
without  doing  Injuftice  to  any  Man,  or  to  any  Set  of  Men  : 
The  Cafe  of  the  Creditors  of  the  Publick  is  now  very  much 
altered  from  what  it  was  ;  the  Competition  among  them  is 
not  now  which  of  them  Ihall  be  firft  paid,  but  which  of 
them  Ihall  be  the  laft  to  be  paid  ;  and  therefore  Gentlemen 
need  not  now  apprehend,  that  any  of  the  publick  Creditors 
will  look  upon  the  Houfe's  agreeing  to  this  Motion  as  an 
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Anno6.  fjeo.  II.  Injuflicc  donc  thcm,  or  as  any  Hardflup  put  upon  tliem  ; 
S,JI^~  _f  on  the  contrary,  they  will  look  upon  it  as  a  Favour,  and 
would  be  glad  that  a  much  larger  Part  of  that  Fund  were 
to  be  apply 'd  in  the  fame  Manner.  This  Motion  ought 
the  rather  to  be  agreed  to,  more  efpecially  by  thofe  who 
have  a  Regard  for  the  Landed-Intereft,  becaufe  we  can 
thereby  continue  to  the  Landed-Gentlemen  that  Eafe  which 
we  granted  them  lall  Year ;  whereas  if  this  Motioii  fhall 
appear  not  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Committee,  then  I,  or 
fome  other  Member  of  this  Houfe,  muft  move  for  a 
Land- Tax  of  Two  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  there  not  be- 
9ebiU  thereon,  ing,  fo  far  as  I  know,  any  other  Way  or  Means  left  of  pro- 
viding for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year.' 

This  Motion  occafioned  a  long  Debate,  and  Mr  William 
Mr  vv.Puiteoey.    Pulteney  hereupon  made  the  following  Speech : 
Sir, 
*  Though  I  was  aware  of  the  Motion  now  made  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman  fitting  near  me,  yet  I  was  in  Hopes 
that  what  he  has  now  moved  for,  was  not  all  he  was  to  open 
this  Day  to  the  Committee  we  are  now  in  ;  and  therefore  I 
Ihall  conclude  with  a  Motion  of  a  different  Kind  from  what 
the  Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  make  to  us.     But,  Sir, 
there  is  another  Thing,   a  very  terrible  AiFair  impending  ? 
A  monftrous  Projedt  .'    Yea,  more  monftrous  than  has  ever 
yet  been  reprefented  f   It  is  fuch  a  Projed,  as  has  ftruck Ter- 
ror into  the  Minds  of  moll  Gentlemen  within  this  Houfe, 
and  into  the  Minds  of  all  Men  without   Doors,  who  have 
any  Regard  to   the  Happinefs  or  the  Conftitution  of  their 
Country,     I  mean.  Sir,  that  Monfter,  the  Excife  !    That 
Plan  of  Arbitrary  Power,  which  is  expected  to  be  laid  be- 
fore this  Houfe  in  the  prefent  Seffions  of  Parliament.     This, 
I  fay,  is  expefted,  and  therefore  I  am  for  having  the  Whole 
of  that  Gentleman's  Defigns  laid  before  this  Committee  at 
once,  and  a  fufficient  Time  given  for  us   to  confider   the 
Whole,  before  we  come  to  a  Refolution  on  any  Part. 

'  Of  late  Years  Gentlemen  have  been  led,  I  do  not  know 
how,  into  a  new  Method  of  proceeding  in  Parliament,  a 
Method  very  different  from  what  our  Anceftors  did  always 
obferve.  In  former  Times,  the  general  or  particular  Grie- 
vances were  firfl  examined,  confider'd,  and  redrefs'd  in  Par- 
liament, before  they  enter'd  upon  the  granting  of  any  Sup- 
plies ;  but  lately  we  have  been  led  into  a  Method  of  grant- 
ing all  the  Money  neceflary  for  the  Publick  Service,  among 
the  firft  Things  we  do.  The  Malt-Tax  Bill,  the  Land-Tax 
Bill,  and  fuch  Bills,  are  now  in  every  Seffion  the  firfl  Things 
that  appear  upon  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe  ;  and  when  thefe 
Tilings  are  finifhed,  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Adminiltration 
?eneruHy  look  on  the  whole  Bufinus  of  the  Scffign  to  be  over. 
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If  this  ^Houfe  fiiould  then  enter  upon  any  difagreeable  In-  Anno  6.  Cw.  ii. 
quiries  into  Grievances,  we  might  then  perhaps  be  told,  that 
the  Seafon  was  too  far  fpent ;  that  it  was  neceflary  for  Gen- 
tlemen to  return  home  to  mind  their  private  Affairs ;  we 
might  probably  be  obliged  to  defer  to  another  Seffion,  what 
the  Welfare  of  this  Nation  required  to  be  determined  in  the 
prefent.  I  hope  Gentlemen  will  confider  this,  and  that  they 
wall  again  begin  to  follow  the  wife  Method  obferved  by  our 
Anceftors,  and  keep  fome  Security  in  our  own  Hands  for 
our  Sitting,  'till  we  have  heard  and  redrefTed  all  the  Grie- 
vances of  our  Fellow-Subjeds.  There  are  feveral  Things 
which  we  ought  to  examine  into,  before  this  Seffion  (hall  be 
concluded.  Does  not  every  Gentleman  know  i  Does  not 
every  Gentleman  expe£l  that  there  is  an  Application  to  be 
made  to  us  from  the  South-Sea  Company  ?  That  Company 
has  now  made  Choice  of  a  Set  of  honeft  Proprietors  to  be  the 
Direftors  of  tlieir  Affairs  ;  they  are  inquiring  into  the 
State  of  that  Company's  Affairs,  and  they  mull  inquire  into 
the  Management  of  their  Affairs  for  fome  Time  paft :  In 
both  thefe  they  will  fland  in  need  of  a  Parliamentary  Relief, 
and  in  both  it  ought  to  be  granted  them. 

*  The  honourable  Gentleman  addrelTes  himfelf  in  a  very 
particular  Manner  to  the  Landed  Intereft ;  I  hope  every 
(jentleman  in  this  Houfe  has  a  Regard  for  the  Landed  In- 
tereft ;  but  I  hope  the  Landed  Gentlemen  of  this  Houfe  are 
not  to  be  bully'd  into  any  Miniflerial  Jobs,  by  telling  them, 
that  if  they  do  not  agree  to  fuch  a  Motion,  a  Land-Tax  of 
Two  Shillings  in  the  Pound  muft  be  moved  for.  I  hope. 
Sir,  the  Landed  Gentlemen  will  never  be  induced  to  confent 
to  any  Thing  that  may  undo  the  Nation,  and  overturn  the 
Conftitution  for  fo  fmall  a  Bribe,  fo  trifling  a  Confideration, 
as  that  of  being  free  from  thf  Payment  of  One  Shilling  in  the 
Pound  Lariu-Tax,  and  for  one  Year  only.  The  Landed 
Gentlemen  of  this  Nation  have  often  ventur'd  their  All  in 
their  Country's  Caufej  and  it  is  an  Indignity  offer'd  to  them, 
to  imagine,  that  paying  or  not  paying  luch  a  Trifle  as  One 
Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax,  will  be  of  any  Weight  with 
them,  when  it  comes  in  Competition  with  the  Welfare  and 
Happinefs  of  their  Country. 

*  The  Sinking-Fund,  that  facred  Depofit  for  extinguifhing 
the  Debts  and  abolifliing  the  Taxes,  which  lie  lb  heavy  on 
the  Trade  and  the  People  of  this  Nation,  ought  never  to  be 
touched  i  no  Confideration  whatever  oughi  to  prevail  with 
us  to  convert  that  Fund  to  any  Ufe,  but  that  for  which  it  was 
originally  defign'd.  It  ha:  of  late  been  too  ofcen  robb'd  ;  I 
beg  Pardon,  Sir,  Robbing  is  a  harfli.  Word,  I  will  not  fay 
robbed  ;  but  I  muft  fay,  that  upon  feveral  Occafions  there 
have  been  coniiderablc  Sums  fninped  aw?.v  Jrorn  it  :     Upon 
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Anno6.  Ceo.  Ji.  the  Dcmlfc  of  his  late  Majefty,  a  large  Sum  was  taken 
from  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  apply'd  to  the  Civil-Lift  :  By 
the  taking  off  the  Salt-Duty,  another  large  Yearly  Sum  was 
taken  away  from  that  Fund  ;  and  the  People  are  now  again 
charged  with  tliat  Duty,  but  no  Reftitution  has  been  made 
to  the  Sinking-Fund.  Thus,  Sir,  there  iias  been  already 
a  very  large  Sum  taken  from  it  at  feveral  Times,  and  now  it 
is  propofed  to  fnip  off  it  509,000  1.  at  once.  At  this  Rate, 
the  People  of  this  Nation  mull  for  ever  groan  under  the 
Load  of  Taxes  they  are  now  fubjeft  to  ;  and  our  Trade,  as 
long  as  we  have  any  left,  muft  labour  under  the  Difficulties 
and  Difcouragements  it  is  now  expofed  to.  Is  this  confiftent 
with  the  Welfare  or  Happinefs  of  the  Nation  ?  Is  this  the 
Method  by  which  the  Landed-Gentlemen  are  to  be  eafed  of 
One  Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax  ? 

*  The  honourable  Gentleman  has  been  called,  and  once  had 
the  Vanity  to  call  himfelf,  the  Father  of  the  Sinking-Fund  ; 
but  if  Solomon's  Judgment  was  right,  he  who  is  thus  for 
Iplitting  and  dividing  the  Child  can  never  be  deemed  to  be 
the  true  Father.  He  may  claim,  and  I  (hall  allow  him  the 
Honour  of  being  the  Father  of  two  other  Children  lately 
brought  forth  in  this  Nation,  a  Standing- Army,  and  an  Excife ; 
but  as  for  the  Sinking-Fund,  he  feems  now  to  renounce  all 
Pretences  of  being  the  Father  thereof  I  Ihall  not  now  enter 
farther  into  the  Merits  of  the  Motion  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  make,  becaufe  I  hope  a  pro- 
per Time  will  be  allow'd  for  Gentlemen  to  confider  of  a 
Queftion  of  fo  great  Confequence  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  con- 
clude with  a  Motion  for  the  Chairman  to  leave  the  Chair.' 

Sir  R.  Waipoie.  Hereupon  Sir  Robert  Walpole  flood  up  again,  and  made 
tlie  following  Reply. 
Sir, 
*  As  for  the  Gentleman's  faying,  that  I  had  once  the 
Vanity  of  calling  myfelf  the  Father  of  the  Sinking-Fund, 
I  muft  fay,  that  whether  1  was  vain  of  being  thought  fo  or 
no,  I  remember  a  Time  when  the  eftablifliing  that  Fund  was 
treated  as  a  monJlrous  Projeft,  and  then  I  was  obliged  to 
father  it ;  but  no  fooner  was  it  found  out  to  be  a  good  and  a 
right  Thing,  and  a  Projeft  that  was  both  feafible  and  agree- 
able to  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation,  but  other  Gentlemen 
endeavoured  to  rob  the  real  Father,  whoever  he  was,  of  the 
Glory  of  being  the  Father  of  that  Child.  As  for  the  other 
monftrous  Projedt  fo  much  talk'd  of,  which  fome  Gentlemen 
now  endeavour  to  fliew  in  fo  terrible  a  Light,  I  doubt  not 
but  that  in  a  little  Time  it  will  appear  in  a  quite  different 
Shape  to  the  impartial  and  unprejudiced  Part  of  the  Nation  : 
Let  it  be  what  it  will,  I  am  refolved  to  propofe  it ;  and  if 
I  have  but  a  very  little  Time,  I  fhall  lay  it  before  you  for 
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jTtiuf  Confideration  :  I  have  no  Doubf,  but  tkat  upon  ^  Anno  6  Ceo.  it. 
thorough  Examination,  it  will  be  found  to  be  for  the  general  \_^— ^  \j 
Interelt  of  the  Nation,  and  for  the  Advantage  of  every  fair 
Trader  in  particular  ;  and  this  I  am  fo  much  convinced  of, 
that  I  believe  I  may  live  to  have  it  told  me,  that  I  was  not 
the  Father  of  it,  but  that  other  People  had  thought  of  it  before 
me.  I  never  as  yet  was  inclined  to  do  that  which  I  thought  was 
ill ;  I  am  afraid  of  doing  fo  ;  but  I  never  flmll  be  afraid  of 
doing  well ;  I  never  fhali  be  afraid  of  doing  Good,  either  to 
my  Country,  or  to  private  Men,  fo  far  as  is  confiHent  with 
the  Intereft  of  my  Country.  As  for  the  Sums  which  have 
been  taken  from  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  added  to  the  Civil-Lift, 
they  were  not  taken  from  it  by  me,  they  were  taken  from  it  by 
the  Authority  of  this  Houfe  ;  I  was  only  one  of  thofe  who 
confented  to  it ;  and  particularly  as  to  the  Sum  which  was 
taken  from  the  Sinking-Fund  upon  the  Demife  of  the  late 
King,  and  given  to  the  Civil-Lilt,  the  honourable  Gentleman, 
who  fits  near  me,  agreed  to  it  as  well  as  I  did  ;  both  of  us 
did  agree  to  it,  but  our  Motives  for  agreeing  were  perhapS 
very  different. 

'  The  Sinking  Fund  was  eftabliihed  for  the  Payment  of  the 
Debts  of  the  Nation,  but  ftill  it  was  left  fubjeft  to  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  Parliament ;  if  upon  any  Occafion  it  Ihall  appear 
that  a  Part  of  it  may  be  more  properly  applied  to  fome  other 
Ufe,  the  Legiflature  has  certainly  a  Power  to  apply  it  in 
that  Manner,  which  they  Ihall  judge  to  be  moft  for  the  Pub- 
lick  Good,  and  for  the  Intereft  of  the  Nation  in  general. 
This  is  the  proper  Queftion  now  under  our  Confideration  j 
we  are  now  to  determine,  Whether  the  Sam  of  500,000!. 
fhall  be  apply'd  this  Year  towards  the  Eafe  of  the  Landed 
Intereft,  where  it  is  very  much  wanted,  where  it  is  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  to  give  fome  Relief ;  or  if  the  whole  (hall  be 
this  Year  applied  towards  the  Payment  of  the  publick  Cre- 
ditors, who  ftand  in  no  need  of  fuch  Payment,  who  do  not  fo 
much  as  wifh  or  defire  it.  This  is  the  plain  State  of  the 
Queftion  ;  and  I  could  hardly  have  expefted  chat  this  would 
have  ftood  a  Debate.' 

Sir  John  Barnard  fpoke  next.  Su  j,  Bamari, 

Sir, 

*  As  to  the  Projeft,  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  on 
the  Floor  feems  to  be  afraid  of  being  robb'd  of  the  Glory 
of,  I  believe  he  may  be  very  eafy  in  that  Refpeft  ;  for  what- 
ever he  has  met  with  in  other  Cafes,  he  need  not  be  under 
any  Apprehenfions  as  to  this ;  for  my  Part,  I  am  fo  far  from 
believing  that,  when  it  appears  in  Publick,  it  will  procure 
either  Honour  or  Glory  to  the  firft  Projedor,  whoever  he 
be,  that  I  am  firmly  convinced  it  will  turn  out  to  his  eternal 
Shame  and  Diftionour ;  and  that  the  more  the  Projedl  is  ex- 
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^"^''Tii?^"  "'  ^"^•''''^»  •^^'^  ^^^  Confequences  thereof  confider'd,  the  more 
the  Projedor  will  be  hated  and  deipifed. 

'  But  as  to  the  Queftion  now  before  us,  it  affords  me  a  moft 
melancholy  Confideration  ;  I  own  that  the  Landed  Interelf, 
as  well  as  every  other  Intereft,  Hands  very  much  in  need  of 
Relief;  I  allow  that,  by  what  the  Gentleman  now  propofes, 
the  Landed  Intereft  may  meet  with  fome  immediate  Eafe  ; 
and  I  will  likewife  eafily  grant,  that  it  may,  in  our  prefent 
Circumltances,  be  agreeable  to  the  Creditors  of  the  Publick  ; 
but  while  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member  of  this  Houfe, 
I  am  not  to  confider  the  immediate  Eafe  of  the  Landed-In- 
tereft  in  particular,  nor  the  prefent  Pleafure  of  the  Publick 
Creditors  ;  I  am  to  confider  the  Welfare  of  the  Nation  in 
general,  both  as  to  the  prefent  and  as  to  future  Times ;  and 
as  I  am  convinced  that  what  is  now  propofed  will,  in  the 
long  Run,  be  contrary  to  the  Iniereil  of  the  Nation  in  ge- 
neral, I  therefore  mail  give  my  Diilent  thereto. 

*In  all  Affairs  which  come  before  this  Houfe,  we  are  to 
liave  a  due  Regard  to  Pofterity  ;  we  are  in  Honour  and  Du- 
ty bound  to  confider  the  future  Happinefs  of  the  Nation,  as 
well  as  the  prefent ;  and  the  Queftion  now  before  us  is. 
Whether  we  (hall  give  a  prefent  Eafe  to  the  Landed-Interefl: 
of  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax,  by  unjuftly  load- 
ing our  Pofterity  with  the  Payment  of  500,000).  and  the 
Intereft  thereof  from  this  prefent  Year  ?  Or,  whether  we  fhnll 
continue  to  pay  the  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax, 
and  thereby  free  the  Nation  of  a  Debt  of  500,000  1.  and 
curfelves  and  our  Pofterity  of  a  new  Debt  of  20,000  1.  which 
muft  be  yearly  incurred  by  this  Nation,  for  the  Payment  of 
the  Intereft  upon  that  Debt,  'till  the  principal  Sum  be  fatif- 
fy'd  and  paid.  This  is  the  Queftion  before  us,  and  every 
Man,  who  has  a  Regard  to  Pollerity  or  to  the  future  Hap- 
pinefs of  his  native  Country,  muft  eafily  determine  what 
Side  he  is  to  take  :  This  is  the  Light  it  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered  in  ;  and  whoever  confiders  it  in  this  Light,  mult 
conclude,  that  what  is  propofed  is  robbing  our  Pofterity 
of  500,000  1.  and  the  growing  Intereft  thereof,  for  the  fake  of 
a  trifling  prefent  Eafe  to  ourlelves.  If  the  Laiided-Intereft,  or 
any  Intereft,  could  be  relieved  by  reducing  the  Publick  Ex- 
pcnce,  it  would  redound  to  the  Glory  of  him  who  had  the 
Honour  of  being  the  Author  thereof;  but  to  eafe  ourfelves 
by  loading  our  Pofterity,  is  a  poor  temporary  Expedient  of 
ihort-fighted  or  felf-interefted  Politicians  ;  and  the  Author  of 
fuch  an  Expedient  muft  expeft  the  Curfes  of  Pofterity,  and 
can  never  expett  prefent  I'hanks  from  any,  but  fuch  as  are 
as  ftiort-fighted  or  as  fclf-interefted  as  liimfelf. 

'  I  hope  I  Ihall  not  now  be  taxed  with  affcding  Popularity, 
or  with  fpeaking  Provincially,  or  as  a  Member  for  the  City 
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of  London,  as  I  have  often  been  upon  other  Occafions ;  for  ^""°  ^  *^"''  "• 
as  to  the  prefent  Queftion,  I  confider  it  entirely  in  a  National 
View.  As  a  Member  ct  this  Houfe,  I  ihall  always  look  upon 
myfelf  as  one  of  the  Rv.^prefentatives  of  the  People  of  Great 
Britain,  and  I  hope  every  Gentlen:ian,  who  has  the  Honouif 
of  being  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  will  always  do  the  famei 
I  hope  it  will  never  be  in  the  Power  of  any  Man,  to  make 
the  Landed-Intereft  range  themfelves  in  Oppofition  to  the 
Tr^iding-Intereft  of  this  Nation  ;  but  if  ever  fuch  a  wicke4 
Defign  fhould  take  Effeft,  if  the  Members  of  this  Houfe 
ihould  ever  be  brought  to  talk  and  to  vote  Provincially,  er- 
as Members  for  Cities  or  Boroughs,  or  Members  for  Coun- 
ties ;  if  the  former  were  to  join  together  ag.iinft  the  la,tter,  it 
it  is  eafy  to  determine  on  which  Side  the  Majority  would 
be.  The  honourable  Gentleman,  who  made  the  Motion,  now 
feems  to  aim  at  the  AfFcdlation  of  Popularity  air.ong  the 
Landed-Gentlemen  of  this  Kingdom  ;  this  I  am  really  fur- 
prized  at,  confidering  how  often  he  has  taxed  me,  and  other 
Members  of  this  Houfe,  with  the  Affe£lation  of  Popularity, 
as  a  moll  heinous  Crime. 

*  The  Creditors  of  the  Publick  are,  perhaps,  at  prefent  un^ 
willing  to  be  paid  off,  becaufe  they  have  a  greater  Intereft 
for  their  Money  from  the  Publick,  than  they  can  liave  any 
where  elfe  ;  this  is  one  Reafon,  but  not  the  principal  Pvea- 
fon  for  it ;  for  the  chief  Reafon  is,  the  Method  and  Manner 
of  paying  them.    If  a  confiderab-e  Part  of  their  Debts  were 
to  be  paid  at  once,  and  a  reafonable  Notice  j^iven  to  them 
of  fuch   Payments  being  to  be  made,  they  could  then  make 
fuch  an  Arrangement  of  their  Affairs,  as  to  difpofe  of  their 
Money  to  as  good  an  Advantage  for  themfelves,  and  much 
more  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Trade  of  this  Nation  :  But  in 
the  prefent  Method  of  paying  them,  the   Payments  are  fo 
fmall,  and  the  Warning  fo  fhort,  that  many  of  them  do  not 
well  know  how  to  difpofe  of  the  fmall  Sums  they  receive, 
and  therefore  they  are  unwilling  to  receive  any  in  that  Man- 
ner :  However,  let  their  Inclinations  be  how  they  pleafe,  it 
is    certainly  the  Intercil  of  the  Nation  to  have  them  all  paid 
cff,  the  fooner  it  is  done,  the  hnppier  it  will  be  for  the  Na- 
tion ;  and  therefore  no  Part  of  what  is  appropriated  to  their 
Payment  ought  to  be   converted  to  any  other  Ufe  :  Their 
Unwillingnefs  to  receive  Payment,  is  fo  far  from  being  an 
Argument  againil  paying  "hem,  that  on  the  contrary  it  flicws 
that  they  have  a  better  Bargain  from  the  Publick,  than  they 
can  in  the  fame  Way  have  from  any  other  Perfon;  and  there- 
fore if  it  were  poffible  to  borrow  Money  at  a  lower  Intereft, 
if  it  were  poflibie  to  add  to  the  Sinking-Fund,  the  Publick 
ought  certainly  to  do  it,  in  order  to  pay  off  thofe  who  are 
now  Creditors  of  the  Publick  at  fo  high  a  yearly  Intereft. 

O  0  2  '1  hapv- 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  u.       *  I  hopc  it  Will  be  thought  that  I  am   fincere  in  what  I 

^  '— *_;  J  fay,  fince  I  am  in  every  Refpeft  talking  againft  my  own 
private  Intereft  ;  I  have  a  Part  of  my  Eftate  in  Land,  other- 
wife  I  could  not  have  a  Seat  in  this  Houfe  ;  and  as  a  Land- 
holder, I  ought,  if  I  confidered  my  own  private  Interelt, 
to  be  for  the  reducing  of  the  Land-Tax.  I  have  another 
Part  of  my  Eftate  in  the  Publick  Funds ;  and  confequently 
I  ought  to  be  as  fond  as  other  Men  of  not  being  paid  off, 
jmd  of  having  as  high  an  Intereft  as  I  can  poffibly  get  from 
the  Publick  j  and  the  remaining  Part  of  my  Eftate  I  have 
in  Trade,  as  to  which  alfo  I  fpeak  againft  my  own  Intereft  ; 
for  as  a  Trader  I  ought  to  be  againft  the  paying  oiF  of  the 
Publick  Funds,  becaufe  the  Intereft  of  Money  will  be  there- 
by reduced.  Though  it  miay  feem  a  Paradox,  yet  it  is 
certain,  that  the  higher  the  Intereft  of  Money  is  in  any 
Country,  the  greater  Profit  the  private  Trader  will  always 
make  ;  for  in  a  Country  where  the  Intereft  of  Money  is  high, 
the  Traders  will  be  but  few,  the  general  Stock  in  Trade 
will  be  but  fmall,  but  every  Man,  who  is  a  Trader,  mufl; 
make  a  great  Profit  of  what  Money  he  has  in  Trade.' 

Mr  Danvcfs,  Then  Mr  Danvers,  Member  for  Bramber,  flood  up  in  Be- 

half of  the  Motion  made  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  faid, 
*  That  he  was  fo  far  from  feeing  the  leaft  Inconvenience  in 
what  that  honourable  Member  had  propofed ;  that  confi- 
dering  how  little  Occalion  there  was  for  paying  off  any  of 
the  Publick  Debts,  he  was  furprized  at  his  Modefty  in  asking 
fo  little  from  the  Sinking-Fund ;  That  had  he  asked  the 
whole,  it  would  have  been  but  reafonable  to  have  given  it, 
fince  it  is  for  the  Support  of  a  Government,  under 
which  we  enjoy  fo  many  Bleflings  :  That  the  Landed-Gen- 
tlemen bore  the  greateft  Share  of  the  late  War,  by  which 
all  thofe  Funds  were  created,  out  of  which  the  Plumb-Men 
of  the  City  of  London  have  made  molt  of  their  Eftatcs  : 
That  the  Landed-Intercft  having  thus  laboured  long  under 
the  greateft  Diftrefs,  they  ought  to  embrace  every  Oppor- 
tunity to  give  it  fome  Relief 

bj^ '.'.'.  W}T.diiani.  Then  Sir  William  Wyndham  fpoke  againft  the  Motion  : 
Sir, 
'  Though  I  have  tlie  Honour  to  fit  in  this  Houfe  as  a 
Knight  of  a  Shire,  yet  I  look  on  myfelf  as  one  of  the  Re- 
rrefenta'.ives  of  the  whole  Body  of  the  People  of  England  ; 
and  therefore  I  fhall  never  endeavour  to  find  out  a  Dif- 
tintStior,  between  the  Intereft  of  the  Landed- Gentlemen  and 
thatcftiiC  Nation  in  general}  fuch  Endeavours  I  know  to 
be  vain,  and  wlioever  does  endeavour  it,  will  foon  find  him- 
felf  difappointed  in  his  Defign.  I  know  that  fince  laft  Sef- 
fion  of  Parliament,  it  has  been  moft  induftrioufly  given  a- 
bout  in  the  Count)-,  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  teprefent, 

'  O  Gen- 
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*  O  Gentlemen  !  The  Knight  of  your  Shire  was  againft  eafing  Anno  6.  Geo.  ii. 

*  you  of  OneShilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax,'  Whether  this  •73i-??- 
was  done  with  a  Defign  to  do  me  Service  or  Differvice,  I 
Ihall  not  determine  ;  but  if  it  was  done  with  Defign  to  do  me 
a.  Diflervice,  I  fhall  leave  thofe  who  did  it  to  brag  of  their 
Succefs.  For  my  own  Part,  I  am  fo  confcious  that  my  Be- 
haviour in  that  Affair  lail  Seflion  of  Parliament  was  right, 
that  were  I  to  plead  Merit  with  my  Conftituents  upon  any 
one  Vote  I  ever  gave  in  this  Houfe,  it  would  be  upon  my 
way  of  voting  in  that  very  Affair  ;  for  I  ftiall  always  be  a- 
gainll  facrificing  the  publick  Happinefs  of  the  Nation,  or 
the  Security  of  our  Conftitution,  to  any  fuch  mean  and  for- 
did Views  as  that  of  a  little  prefent  Eafe  in  the  Land-Tax  ; 
and  I  hope  every  Landed  Gentleman,  whom  I  have  the  Ho- 
nour to  reprefent,  is  now  and  always  will  be  of  the  fame 
Opinion. 

•The  Sinking- Fund  is  a  Fund  I  have  always  had  the  great- 
eft  Veneration  for  ;  I  look  on  it  as  a  Sacred  Fund,  appro- 
priated to  the  relieving  the  Nation  from  that  Load  of  Debts 
and  Taxes  it  now  groans  under ;  I  take  it  to  be  fo  abfolutely 
appropriated  to  that  Ufe,  that  if  upon  any  preffing  and  un- 
look'd-for  Emergency,  we  Ihould  be  neceffarily  obliged  to 
borrow  a  little  from  it,  the  fame  with  Intereft  ought  to  be 
repaid  by  fome  Tax  to  be  raifed  within  the  Year.  I  have, 
indeed,  been  always  afraid  that  fome  entcrprizing  Minifter 
might  be  tempted  to  feize  upon  it,  or  fome  Part  of  it,  in 
Time  of  War  ;  but  I  little  dreamt  of  feeing  any  Attempts 
made  upon  it  in  a  Time  of  the  moll  profound  Tranquility. 
It  is  to  me  a  melancholy  Confideration  to  think  of  the  pre- 
fent vaft  Load  of  the  National  Debt ;  a  Debt  of  no  lefs  than 
forty  five  Millions  and  upwards,  and  that  all  contraded  fince 
the  Revolution !  This  muft  be  a  melancholy  Confideration  to 
every  Gentleman,  that  has  any  Concern  for  his  Country's 
Happinefs ;  but  if  the  Motion  now  made  to  us  fhall  be  agreed 
to,  how  difmal  will  this  Confideration  be  render'd,  when  we 
refleft  upon  the  little  Appearance  that  there  will  then  be  of 
this  Debt's  ever  being  paid  ?  Is  the  publick  Expence  never 
to  be  lefTen'd  .?  Are  the  People  of  England  always  to  pay 
the  fame  heavy  and  grievous  Taxes  ?  Surely,  Sir,  if  there  is 
ever  a  Time  to  be  looked  for  of  eafing  the  People  of  this 
Nation,  the  prefent  is  the  Time  for  doing  it  :  But  when  I 
refleft  upon  what  was  done  laft  SelTion  of  Parliament,  I  am 
really  afraid  of  propofing  any  Relief  for  the  poor  Manufac- 
turers and  Labourers  of  this  Nation  ;  I  do  not  think  we  can 
truft  ourfelves.  The  Salt-Duty  was  taken  olF  by  this  Houfe, 
as  a  Tax  the  mofl-  grievous  to  the  Labourer  and  to  the  Poor 
of  this  Nation,  and  the  Sinking-Fund  was  thereby  diminifh- 
ed  :  For  the  Relief  of  the  PoQr  we  did  confent  to  this  En- 
croachment 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  11.  CToachifleftt  OD  that  Sacrcd  Fund  j  •  but  that  very  Tax  was 
again  laid  on,  becaulc  ibme  Gentlemen  pretended  to  have 
fbund  out,  that  the  Landed  Gentlemen  of  England  were  poor- 
er than  the  Poor.  At  this  Rate  the  whole  Sinking-Fund  may 
by  Degrees  be  exhaailed,  and  the  Poor  of  the  Nation  not 
relieved  from  any  one  Ta<  they  now  groan  under. 

*  hall  Year  the  Salt-Duty  was  laid  on  for  three  Years,  in 
lieu  of  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax  for  one  Year, 
»»d  tiiis  v/as  pretended  to  be  a  Relief  to  the  Landed  Intereil; 
but  it  v/as  then  evidently  made  appear,  that  it  was  no  Relief 
even  to  any  Landed  Gentleman  in  England,  unlefs  he  was 
aMan  of  a  plentiful  Land-Eilate  ;  and  it  was  then  alfo  made 
appear,  that  the  People  of  the  Nation  were  to  pay  above  a 
Million,  for  the  500,000].  then  faved  in  the  Pockets  of 
the  Landed  Gentlemen.  And  now  this  Year  the  Sum  of 
500,000!.  is  to  be  taken  from  the  Sinking-Fund,  in  lieu  of 
One  Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land-Tax  ;  this  is  likewife  pre- 
tended to  be  a  Relief,  but,  upon  a  ilrift  Examination,  it  will 
be  found  to  be  much  fuch  an6ther  Relief  as  thatoflaft 
Year.  We  are  to  fave  this  Year  in  the  Pockets  of  the  Land- 
ed-Gentlemeft  500,0001.  but  this  Summuft  hereafter  be  paid 
b^  the  Nation  forae  Time  or  other.  If  it  be  paid  next  Year, 
we  then  pay  520,000  1.  for  it ;  if  not  'till  Tv/o  Years  iience 
we  pay  upwards  of  540,000!.  and  if  it  is  not  paid  'till  Fif- 
teen or  Sixteen  Years  hence,  by  computing  Intereft  upon  In- 
tereft  which  in  fach  Cafes  muit  always  be  donr;,  the  Nation 
mail  then  pay  above  a  Million  for  the  500,000  1.  Eafe,  now 
pretended  to  be  given  to  the  Landed  Gentlemen.  This  is 
the  leaft  Sum  that  it  will  coft  the  Nation  ;  but  if  to  this  -.ve 
add  what  might  be  f;ived  by  the  nbolifhing  of  fome  of  thofe 
Taxes,  which  nov/  lie  heavy  upon  Trade  und  which  coil  the 
Nation  more  in  levying  than  the  neat  Produce  ever  amounts 
to  ;  then  it  will  appear,  that  the  Nation  muft  be  infinitely  a 
greater  Lofer  by  this  Eafe  nov/  pretended  to  be  given  to  the 
Landed  Intereil.  Let  any  Landed  Gentleman  confider  this, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  let  him  confider,  that  the  Lands  of 
Great  Britain  (land  ultimately  obliged  to  pay  all  the  Debts 
we  owe,  in  cafe  our  prefent  P'unds  iliould  fail,  which  they 
may  probably  do  by  the  Decay  of  our  Trade,  if  it  continues 
long  under  the  Difliculties  it  at  prefent  labours  under  ;  let  any 
Landed  Gentleman,  I  fay,  confider  this  ;  and  then  let  him 
determine  whether  he  and  his  Pollerity  owe  Thanks  to  the 
Gentlemen,  who  now  pretend  to  be  fo  great  Friends  to  the 
Landed  Intereil. 

*  What  can  thofe  Gentlemen  fay,  who  arc  thus  for  loading 
Poilerity  ?  Can  they  imagine  that  there  wiil  ever  be  a  Time 
of  more  profound  Tranquility  ?  Can  they  imagine  that  there 
will  ever  be  a  lefs  Occ:>.fion   for  Publick  Expence  ?  Or  can 

they 
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they  imagine  that  our  Poilerity  will  be  in  much  better  Cir-  Anno  6.  Geo.  u; 
cumflances  than  we  are?  I  am  fure,  if  we  fuppofe  the  laft,  |_,^— J-^'  j 
we  mull  Ihew  more  Regard  to  the  Trade  of  the  Nation  than 
has  been  fhewn  for  fome  Time  paH- ;  we  muft  think  of  re- 
lieving the  poor  Tradefmen  and  Manufadturers  from  the 
many  and  various  Kmds  of  Taxes  they  now  groan  under  ; 
and  v^'e  rauit  avoid  all  Occafions  of  loading  the  Publick  with 
tlie  Payment  of  Interell,  by  providing  vvithin  the  Year  for 
the  current  Service  of  the  Year :  To'  this  the  Motion  now 
made  is  diredUy  contrary  ;  for  the  not  paying  off  of  an  old 
Df  bt  is  the  fame  with  contrafting  a  new  ;  and  fabjecls  the 
Nation  to  the  fame  Expence  with  refpeft  to  the  Payment  of 
Intereft.  But  I  (hail  not  trouble  Gentlemen  any  farther  upon 
this  Subjeftat  prefent,  becaufe  I  hope  we  Ihall  have  another 
Day  to  confider  of  this  Quefcion  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  con- 
clude with  feconding  the  IV^otion  for  the  Chairman's  leaving 
the  Chair.' 

Sir  William  Wyndham  was  anfwer'd  by  Mr  Henry  Pel-  Mr  H.  Fcihim. 
ham. 
Sir, 

'  As  other  Gentlemen  have  their  melancholy  Confidera- 
tions,  ib  I  have  miae  ;  the  moll  melancholy  ConHderation 
I  have  h,  that  notwithllanding  our  having  a  Government, 
under  which  we  enjoy  our  Laws,  our  Liberties,  and  our 
Religion,  to  the  utmolt  Extent ;  yet  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  put  tiie  Nation  to  a  very  great  annual  Charge,  in  order 
to  fupport  that  Government  againft  the  Foreign  Enemies 
of  both  our  Ccnliitution  and  Religion,  fupportcd  and  encou- 
raged by  our  Fadlions  and  Divifions  at  Home  :  This  is  the 
Reafon  that  we  cannot,  by  a  Saving  in  the  publick  Charge, 
give  rhat  Eafe  to  the  Landed  Interelt,  which  is  become  ab- 
lolutely  neccffvry  to  be  given  ;  and  fince  we  cannot,  with 
any  Safety  to  the  Conlritution,  or  to  the  prefent  happy 
EltabliiTiment,  give  that  Eafe  by  a  Saving  in  the  publick  an- 
nual Expence,  we  mull  therefore  refolvc  to  give  it  in  that 
iV'lanner  which  wil'  be  lealt  burthenfome  to  tine  People,  and 
that  I  take  to  be  the  iVI:-thod  which  is  now  propofed  to  us. 

*  Gentlemen  may  talk  as  they  pleafe  of  what  was  done 
in  lall  .Seffion  of  Parliament,  but  I  can  fay  that  in  all  Places 
where  I  nave  fmce  been,  I  have  had  the  Pleafure  of  receiving 
the  univerfal  Thani<s  of  the  People,  for  the  Eafe  then  given 
to  the  Landi-d  Intereft  ;  and  wh  .tever  GLfs  may  now  be  put 
upon  that  Affair,  )ct  I  know  that  fome  Gentlemen,  who 
appeared  againfl  it  were  heard  to  fay  at  tiie  Time  that  that 
Aif-iir  was  firft  mention'd,  '  This  is  a  moil  damnable  Pro- 
'  jecl !  It  will  plcaff  tiie  Country  too  much,  and  therefore 
'  we  mull  endeavour  to  render  it  abortive.'  I  will,  indeed, 
do  the  Gentlemen  thejuftice  to  believe,  that  they  then  fpoke 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  Ji.  as  they  thought ;  and  they  then  did  what  they  could  to 
l_ ,  —  -",_/  prevent  the  Succcfs  of  a  Defign,  by   which  his  Majefly's 
Adminiftration  has  gained  the  Favour  and  the  Efteem  of 
the  Generality  of  the  Landholders  in  England. 

'  I  have  as  great  a  Regard  for  Pofterity  and  for  the  fu- 
ture Happinefs  of  the  Nation,  as  any  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe  ;  and  therefore  I  ftiall  never  be  againft  any  Thing, 
that  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  conveying  to  Pofterity  the 
many  Bleffmgs  we  now  enjoy  under  the  prefent  happy  Eftab- 
lifhment.  What  is  now  propofed  is  not  a  throwing  of  any 
new  Load  upon  Pofterity  ;  it  is  only  a  difpofing  of  that 
Money  which  always  has  been,  and  ftill  is  at  the  Difpofal  of 
Parliament :  We  have  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  it,  in  that  Manner 
which  we  think  moft  conducive  to  the  general  Intereft  of 
the  Nation  ;  and  what  is  now  propofed  is  only  an  Exerci- 
fing  of  that  Right,  and  thereby  granting  an  Eafe  to  the  moft 
oppreffed  Part  of  his  Majefty's  Subjefts,  at  a  Time  when 
there  is  no  prefling  Demand  for  applying  the  Money,  either 
to  that  Ufe  for  which  it  was  at  firft  intended,  or  to  any 
other  Ufe  whatever.  This  is  a  Queftion  that,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, requires  no  Time  to  confider  of;  it  is  granted  by 
every  Gentleman  who  has  fpoke  in  this  Debate,  that  the 
Creditors  of  the  Publick  do  not  defire  to  have  their  Money  ; 
and  it  is  likewife  granted  that  the  Landed  Intereft  ftand  in 
great  Need  of  Relief ;  it  cannot  therefore  be  doubted,  but 
that  the  Parliament  may,  and  ought  to  apply  at  leaft  a  Part 
of  that,  which  is  not  fo  much  as  wiftied  for  by  the  Publick 
Creditors,  to  the  Relief  of  thofe  who  are  now  in  fo  great  Dif- 
trefs,  efpecially  fince  no  Relief  can  be  given  to  them  by 
any  other  Means ;  for  which  Reafon,  1  ftiall  be  for  agree- 
ing with  the  Motion  made  by  the  honourable  Gentleman 
near  me.' 
Mr  Waller.  Mr  Waller  ftood  up  nexr,  and  fpoke  againft  the  Motion, 

as  follows : 
Sir, 
*  It  is  known,  I  believe,  by  every  Gentleman  in  the 
Houfe,  that  Scotland  pays  little  or  no  Part  of  what  is  raifed 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Sinking-Fund,  and  for  the  fmall  Part 
they  do,  or  ought  tc  contribute  towards  that  Fund,  they 
have  already  rccelv'd  an  Equivalent ;  fo  that  by  what  is 
now  propofed  to  us,  that  Part  of  the  Nation  is  not  to  con- 
tribute a  Shilling  tov;ards  this  500,000 1.  which  is  to  be 
appl/'d  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year  :  Now,  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  know,  by  what  Article  of  the  Union  they  are  to 
be  free  from  paying  any  Part  of  fo  large  a  Sum,  for  the 
current  Service  of  the  Year.  I  find,  by  fome  Accounts 
caird  f  ;r,  and  now  lying  on  our  Table,  that  there  has 
been  but  a  very  little  paid  by  the  People  of  that  Part  of 

the 
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the  Ifland,  towards  the  Support  of  the  Government ;  and  I 
believe  that  the  little  that  has  been  paid,   has  generally  been 
diilributed  away  among  themfelves,  in  Penfions,  Rewards, 
and  Gratuities.' 

Mr  Taylor,  Member  for  Petersfield  obferv'd,  *  That  there  Mr  Taylor. 
are  fome  People  in  the  Nation,  who  the  more  they  owe  the 
greater  Advantage  they  make,  and  the  richer  they  grow  ; 
fuch  are  the  Bankers :  That  by  the  Motion  made  to  the  Houfe, 
one  would  imagine  fome  Gentlemen  took  the  Cafe  of  the 
Nation  to  be  the  fame ;  but  for  his  Part,  he  could  not  think  fo, 
and  therefore  difter'd  from  the  Motion.' 

Then  the  Queftion  was  put.  That  the  Speaker  (hould  MoL'^Ku.'ng 
leave  the  Chair  ;  which  being  pafs'd  in  the  Negative,  by  245  t^ih^'s^^'n^pu"^ 
againft  135,  the  Queftion  was  put  upon  the  firit  Motion,  and  for  theServke  of 
carry'd  without  any  Divifion  :  After  which  it  was  refolv'd,  ngrc'Sf  to"\a  the' 
without  Oppofition,  That  towards  raifmg  the  Supply  granted  Committee. 
to  his  Maieily,  the  Sum  of  one  Shilling  m  the  Pound  be  laid  one  shilling  in 

_•',-''',_-  "  the  Pound  voted 

upon  Land  tor  the  Year  1 733.  for  ttc  Laj«i-Tax. 

Fei.  26.  The  above  Relblutions  of  the  Committee  were  ^^  Motion  bein 
reported  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  a  Motion  being  made,  for  agree-  marfe,  for  agreeing 
ing  with  the   Committee  as  to  the  lirft  Refolution,  the  fame  tec'in'the  rXiu- 
was  oppos'd  by  Mr  Sandys,  who  on  that  Occafton  fpoke  as  sfnling-Fund"  u° 

follows  :  occafions  a  frefl? 

■hjr      o        1  Debate. 

Mr  Speaker, 

*  Notwithilanding  the  long  Debate  that  was  in  the  Com-  m^  Sandys. 
mittee  upon  this  Refolution,  yet  I  cannot  now  let  it  pafs 
without  taking  Notice  of  the  bad  Confequences  it  may  be 
attended  with.  The  perpetual  Method  heretofore,  of  pro- 
viding for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year,  has  been  to  grant 
annual  Supplies  to  be  raifed  by  Taxes  which  were  granted 
for  that  Purpofe,  and  confequently  were  granted  only  for 
one  Year  ;  at  the  Expiration  of  that  Year  they  were  at  an 
End,  and  none  of  the  Oificers  of  the  Crown  duril  pretend  to 
levy  them  any  longer  on  the  People  :  It  would  have  been 
High  Treafon  for  any  Officer  to  levy  any  fuch  Tax,  after  the 
Expiration  of  the  Year  for  which  it  was  granted  'oy  Parlia- 
ment. By  this  Method  our  Kings  have  always  been  under  a 
NeceiTity  of  calljng  Parliaments  frequently  ;  if  the  King 
wanted  a  Supply,  there  was  not  a  Tax  fubfilting  by  Law, 
out  of  which  he  could  get  it,  and  therefore  he  was  obliged 
to  call  a  Parliament  to  grant  him  a  new  Supply,  and  to 
impofe  a  new  annual  Tax  for  that  Purpofe ;  of  this  Na- 
ture is  the  Land- Tax  ;  it  has  always  been  one  of  thofe 
Taxes  which  were  granted  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year, 
and  for  that  Realon  has  never  been  granted  for  more  thaT\ 
one  Year  at  a  Time.  But  what  are  we  now  about  to  do  ? 
We  are  going  to  depart  from  this  laudable  Method  always 
obferved  by  our   Anceftors  ;  We  are  going  to  give  up  that 
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Anno  6  Gee.  II.  Tax  which  wc  have  always  in  our  own  Hands,  and  which 
\_^^\^^  !_'  we  may  grant  or  not  as  we  fee  Occafion  ;  and  in  the  room 
thereof  we  are  going  to  fubftitute  a  Tax,  or  at  leaft  a  Me- 
thod of  providing  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year,  which 
we  have  not  in  our  Power  ;  the  Taxes  by  which  the  Sink- 
ing-Fund  is  raifed,  being  all  granted  for  ever,  and  may  be 
levied  on  the  People  without  any  new  Authority  from  Parlia- 
ment. By  this  Method  we  clearly  point  out  a  Way,  by  which 
fome  future  ambitious  Prince  may  provide  for  the  current  Ser- 
vice of  the  Year,  Without  the  Afiillance  of  Parliament  ;  from 
whence  he  may  judge  that  Parliaments  are  unnectflary, 
and  will  certainly  lay  them  afide  as  foon  as  he  finds  them 
troublefome.  By  thofe  Taxes  granted  for  the  Sinking- Fund, 
which  his  Officers  may  levy  according  to  the  Laws  in  being, 
he  finds  himfelf  provided  of  a  Revenue  fufficient  to  fupport 
■  his  Government,  without  the  Affiftance  of  Parliaments  j  ::nd 
therefore  he  will  refolve  to  govern  without  them,  if  they  but 
once  begin  to  thwart  any  of  his  Meafures. 

^I  know  it  will  be  told  me,  that  it  would  be  as  illegal  and 
criminal,  to  apply  the  Revenue  of  the  Sinking- Fund  to  the 
current  Service  of  the  Year,  without  the  Authority  of  Par- 
liament, as  it  would  be  to  levy  Taxes  without  any  luch  Au- 
thority :  But  there  is  a  very  great  Difference  between  the 
two  Cafes;  in  levying  a  Tax  contrary  to  Law,  every  Offi- 
cer employed  knows  that  he  afts  with  a  Rope  about  his 
Neck,  and  therefore  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  moll  pow- 
erful Prince  to  get  Officers  that  would  be  employ 'd  in  the 
levying  fuch  Taxes  ;  whereas  in  levying  thofe  Taxes  appro- 
priated to  the  Sinking- Fund,  every  Under-Officcr  adis  ac- 
cording to  Law,  there  is  no  Man  guilty  of  any  Crime  as  to 
the  levying  of  them  ;  there  are  none  guilty  but  a  few  of 
the  chief  Officers,  who  agree  to  or  connive  at  the  Mifap- 
plication. 

*  Another  material  Difference  there  is  between  thofe  two 
Cafes.  The  levying  of  any  Tax,  contrary  to  Law,  gives  im- 
mediately the  Alarm  to  the  whole  Nation  both  poor  and 
xich ;  every  Man  thinks  he  is  robb'd  of  his  Property,  if  he 
is  obliged  to  pay  the  moll:  trifling  Tax,  without  the  Authority 
of  Parliament ;  and  as  the  whole  People  in  the  Nation 
would  on  fuch  an  Occafion  take  the  Alarm,  fo  it  would  be 
eafy  to  flop  fuch  a  Prince  in  the  Beginning  of  his  tyrannical 
Career,  before  he  could  have  Time  to  fix  himfelf  in  Arbitrary 
Power.  But  though  an  ambitious  Prince  and  his  Minifters 
fhould  mifapply  the  Produce  of  the  Sinking- Fund,  by  con- 
verting it  to  the  current  Service  of  the  Year,  the  Body  of  the 
people  would  be  no  ways  alarmed  ;  they  would  not  think 
j-herafelyes  any  way  hurt,  becaufe  they  would  find  that  they 
were  not  obh'ged  to  pay  any  Taxes,  but   thofe  which  they 
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knew  to  be  due  by  Law  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would  pro-   Anno  6.  Geo.  h. 
babiy   be  well  pleafed   with   the  new  Sort  of  Government,         'VJ^-??- 
bscaufe   they  would  find  themfelvcs,  for  fome  Time  at  leaft,        ''~*^' 
free  from  the  Payment  of  thofe  Taxes  which  had  formerly 
bten  annually    raifed    by  Parliament  ;  and  thus,  before  the 
Body  of  the  People  could  be  made  fenlible  of  the  Tyranny 
tkey  were  under,  the  Arbitrary  Power  of  the  Prince  would 
be  ellabliilied,  and   the  Fetters  of  Slavery  riveted  upon  the 
People.     I  cannot  but  dread  the  Confequenccs   of  the   Refo- 
lution  now  before  us,  and  therefore  I  could   not  let  flip  this 
Opportunity  of  again  declaring  my  DifTent  to  it.' 

Mr  Shippen  then  riling  up,  IVIr  Danvers  moved  for  clear-  *^r  Danv(;rs  move* 
ing  the  Galleries  of  all    fuch  as  were  not  Members,  which  Gaiicrk',"uf'iii"' 
being  done  accordingly,   Mr  Shippen    made   the  following  s;ra.igc:3. 
Speech.  f-J''  shipi-cn. 

Mr  Speaker, 

*  There  was  no  Occafion  for  fo  great  and  folemn  a  Pre- 
paration for  what  I  have  to  fay  ;  but  as  I  did  not  take  the 
Liberty  to  give  you  any  Trouble  in  the  Committee,  I  will 
now  beg  Leave  to  fiy  a  few  Words  to  the  Quellion  before  us. 

*  I  have,  in  many  former  Debates  in  this  Houfe,  heard 
Parliamentary  Faith  often  mentioned,  and  much  infilled  on* 
Particularly  I  remember,  that  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament, 
when  it  was  propofed  that  Scotland  fhould  pay  equally  with 
England,  towards  a  Duty  which  was  then  raifed,  or  rathei* 
revived,  and  apply'd  to  the  current  Service  of  the  Year,  a 
certain  honourable  Gentleman  told  us,  and  infilled  much  upon 
it,  that  it  was  a  Breach  of  Parliamentary  Faith.  I  wondel' 
to  fee  that  Gentleman,  who  was  laft  Year  fo  nice  an  Obferver 
of  Parliamentary  Faith,  now  fo  forward  for  committing  what 
I  take  to  be  a  real  Breach  of  Parliameintary  Faith. 

'  I  remember  the  Time  when  the  Law,  which  we  are  now 
going  to  break  through,  was  brought  into  tliis  Houfe  ;  I  re- 
member that  the  Gentleman,  who  brought  it  in,  introduced 
it  with  the  greateft  Solemnity  :  He  told  us,  that  it  was  to  be 
looked  on  as  a  Fundamental  Law  of  the  Realm,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  to  be  always  had  iu  the  greatelt  Reverence 
and  Efleem ;  that  no  Attempt  was  ever  to  be  made  for  en- 
croaching upon  or  altering  it ;  that  it  was  a  Law  which  was 
aKvays  to  be  deemed  facred  ;  and  that  the  Surplufes  or  Ex- 
ceffes  of  the  Funds  thereby  eilablilhed  were  always  to  be 
religioufly  preferVed,  and  appropriated  to  the  paying  off  the 
Debts  of  the  Nation.  He  then  faid.  That  it  was  upon  the 
ftrift  and  religious  Obfcrvance  of  this  Lav/,  that  the  Credit 
and  the  future  Happinefs  and  Glory  of  this  Nation  entirely 
depended  ;  and  in  purfuance  of  what  he  faid,  the  Words  of 
the  Law  were  made  very  plain  and  exprcfs,  '  That  all  the  Fx- 
*  celTcs  and  Surplufes  there  mcntion'd,  (hould  be  appropriated 
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Anne  6.  Ceo.  11.    «  (q  the  dlfcharglng  the  Principal  and  Intereft  of  fuch  National 
\_    —  ^  —    _i'  '  Debts,  as  were  incurred  before  the  25  th  of  December  1716, 

*  and  were  declared  to  be  National  Debts,  and  not  provided 
'  for  by  Parliament,  in  fuch  Manner  as  fliould  be  direfted  by 

*  any  future  Aft,  and  to  or  for  no  other  Ufe  whatever.' 

Thefe  are  the  Words  of  that  Law,  and  by  thefe  Words 
it  is  plain,  that  the  Sinking- Fund  is  not  abfolutely  at  the 
Difpofal  of  Parliament ;  the  Parliament  may  direft  what 
Debts  are  to  be  paid  oiF,  but  the  Parliament  cannot  diredl 
thofe  Surplufes  and  Exceffes  to  any  other  Life  befides  that  of 
paying  the  National  Debts  before  the  Year  1716,  without 
repealing  that  Law  ;  and  as  all  the  Publick  Creditors  have 
as  much  a  Right  to  have  their  Principal  paid  as  their  Inte- 
reft, we  certainly  cannot  divert  that  Fund  which  is  appro- 
priated for  the  Payment  of  their  Principal,  without  their 
Confent,  no  more  than  we  can  divert  thofe  Funds  which  are 
appropriated  towards  the  Payment  of  their  Intereft  ;  it  is  a 
Breach  of  Parliamentary  Faith  in  the  one  Cafe  as  well  as  in 
the  other.  It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  it  was  upon  the  Faith 
of  this  Law,  that  fo  many  became  foon  afterwards  Purchafers 
of  our  publick  Funds,  by  which  we  have  fmce  been  enabled 
to  reduce  the  Intereft  payable  upon  them,  and  have  thereby 
confiderably  increafed  this  fame  Sinking-Fund  ;  and  can  it 
be  faid,  that  Parliamentary  Faith  is  obferved  towards  thofe 
Purchafers,  if  without  their  Confent  that  Law  be  broke 
through,  which  was  the  greateft,  perhaps  the  only  Tempta- 
tion for  them  to  purchafe  ? 

*  I  am  really  furprized  to  hear  Gentlemen  argue  as  they 
do  upon  the  prefent  Subjeft  ;  but  I  remember  that  the  Au- 
thor of,  or  at  Icaft  he  who  brought  in  that  Law,  was  a 
Country-Gentleman,  and  therefore  1  do  not  at  all  wonder  to 
fee  a  Minifter  of  State  endeavour  to  tear  down  any  Monu- 
ment, that  was  erefted  by  a  Countrj'-Gentleman ;  but  I  would 
have  Gentlemen  refleft,  that  he  that  pulls  down  a  Monu- 
ment of  Glory,  erefts  thereby  to  himlelf  a  Monument  of 
Infamy.  For  my  Part,  I  have  always  been  a  Country- 
Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  :  I  am  afraid,  afraid  I  ought  not 
£0  fay,  for  I  deflre  to  continue  always  to  be  a  Country-Gen- 
tleman J  and  therefore  I  am  for  preferving  entire  and  invio- 
lated  this  Monument  of  Glory,  which  was  erefted  by  an 
hcneft  Country-Gentleman  ;  and  for  this  Reafon  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  Relblution  now  before  us.* 
£i:  v.".  Vvfige  Sir  William  Yonge  fpoke  next : 

Mr  Speaker, 
*  As  we  had  the  Sentiments  of  moft  Gentlemen  on  the 
Subjeft  now   before   us   when  in   the  Committee,  I  was  in 
Hopes  that  the  Refolution  would  now  have   been  agreed  to 
without  any  farthejrpebate,  but  I  find  it  is  gtherwife.    An 
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honourable  Gentleman  over  the  way  pretends  to  be  in  great  Amo  6.  ceo.  u. 
Fear,  and  to  dread  dangerous  Coniequences  from  this  Reh-  ,  ..^I^^'^IL 
lutioii  ;  but  how  he  or  any  other  Gentleman  can  be  at  pre- 
fent  under  any  fuch  Apprehenfion,  I  cajinot  comprehend  ; 
there  cannot  be  the  lealt  Reafon,  or  fo  much  as  any  Colour 
of  Reafon  for  fuch,  as  long  as  the  prefent  Royal  Family 
pofleiTes  the  Throne  of  thefe  Kingdoms  ;  it  can  never  be 
fufpe^ed  that  his  prefent  Majefty,  or  any  of  his  illuftrious 
Family,  will  ever  think  Parliaments  ufelefs,  or  make  any  At- 
tempt for  laying  them  afide  ;  fuch  a  Thing  might,  indeed, 
very  probably  happen,  if  by  a  Revolution,  a  Revolution  I 
fay  for  I  Ihall  never  give  it  the  Name  of  a  Reftoration,  the 
Pretendsr  to  his  Majelly's  Crown,  or  any  of  his  Defcendents, 
Ihould  get  the  Pofleflion  of  the  Throne  ;  the  Creditors  of  the 
Publick  might  then,  indeed,  defpair  of  ever  having  either 
their  Principal  or  their  Interell ;  they  would  then  be  told  that 
none  of  the  publick  Debts  ought  to  be  paid,  becaufe  they 
were  all  contracted  without  any  legal  Authority,  and  for 
keeping  the  rightful  Heir  from  the  Crown  :  Parliamentary 
Faith  would  then,  indeed,  be  laughed  at,  and  thofe  Taxes, 
which  are  now  appropriated  and  faithfully  apply'd  to  the 
Payment  of  the  publick  Creditors,  would  then  be  all  at  once 
converted  to  the  Support  of  Tyranny  and  Arbitrary  Power. 

'  This  would  certainly  be  the  fatal  Confequences  of  fuch  an 
unhappy  Revolution  ;  but  how  invidious  is  it  fo  much  as 
to  fufpedl  any  fuch  Defign  in  his  Majeiiy,  or  any  of  his  Fa- 
mily who  fhall  fucceed  to  the  Crown  ;  their  Title,  their 
Right  to  the  Crown,  flows  from  the  Authority  of  Par- 
liament, and  entirely  depends  upon  the  Prefervation  of  our 
prefent  happy  Conllitution  ;  how  then  can  it  be  fuppofed 
that  they  will  deltroy  Parliaments,  fince  by  the  Dellruc- 
tion  of  them,  they  would  certainly  deilroy  themfelves  ? 
But  I  find  thcfe  groandlefs  Jealoufies  and  Fears  are  pre- 
tended not  only  in  this  Houfe,  but  they  are  induftrioufly 
fprcad  through  all  Parts  of  the  Nation  ;  for  I  had  myfelf  a 
Letter  lately  from  the  Corporatio!i  I  have  the  Honour  to  re- 
prefent,  defiring  nic  not  to  confent  to  any  Extenfion  of  the 
Excife-Laws,  becaufe  our  Parliaments  would  be  thereby 
render'd  ufelefs :  This  Letter  came  to  me  by  the  Poft,  but 
by  whom  it  was  wrote  I  do  not  know  ;  hov.'ever,  from  thence 
I  conclude,  that  it  has  been  reprefented  to  the  People  in  that 
Country,  that  if  a  certain  Scheme  now  upon  the  Anvil  fhould 
fucceed,  Parliaments  would  be  render'd  quite  ufelefs,  and 
would  be  laid  afide.  The  vulgar  and  the  ignorant  People 
may  be  polTefled  with  fuch  Fears ;  fuch  Pretences  may  b? 
made  ufe  of  among  them,  but  I  little  expefted  to  have  heard 
any  fuch  Arguments  made  ufe  of  in  this  Houfe. 

*  1  am,  indeed^  furprized  to  heaj:  it  fo  much  as  infmuated 
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Anno6.  Geo.  u.  that  the  prcfent  Refolutioti  is  any  Breach  of  Parliamentary 
173a-;?-  ^^  Faith,  or  that  the  publick  Creditors  have  a  Right  to  demand, 
that  no  Part  of  the  Sinking  Fund  can  be  apply'd  to  any  Thing 
but  to  their  Payment.  The  Cafe  of  the  Sinking  Fund  is 
very  different  from  thofe  Taxes  which  are  appropriated  to- 
wards the  Payment  of  their  Intereft  :  It  was  upon  the  Faith 
of  this  laft  Appropriation,  that  they  lent  their  Money,  and 
therefore  they  cannot  be  diverted  to  any  other  Ufe  without 
their  Confent ;  bat  the  Sinking-Fund  was  eftablifhed  long 
after,  there  was  no  Money  lent  to  the  Publick  by  any  Man 
upon  the  Faith  of  that  Fund  ;  and  therefore  it  is  entirely  at 
the  Difpofal  of  Parliament  ;  the  Legiflature  may  convert  it 
to  any  Ufe  they  pleafe,  without  the  Confent  of  any  Man,  or 
of  any  Body  of  Men  ;  as  to  the  Difpofal  thereof,  we  are  un- 
der no  Rellraint  but  that  of  the  Publick  Good  ;  and  as  I  am 
convinced  that  what  is  propofed  by  this  Refolution  is  the  beft 
Thing  we  can  do  for  the  Publick  Good,  therefore  I  Ihall  be 
for  agreeing  with  our  Committee.' 

Mt  w.  Puiuney,  To  this  Mr  William  Pulteney  replied ; 
Mr  Speakerj 
*  The  Fears,  which  my  honourable  Friend  has  exprefled^ 
are  molt  juft  and  reafonable,  however  groundlefs  they  may 
at  prefent  appear  to  the  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  His 
prefent  Majeily  is  known  to  us,  we  know  that  all  his  Defigns 
are  jull  and  honourable,  and  we  know  that  he  will  not  allow 
himfelf  to  be  milled  by  any  guilty  Minifter  ;  he  is  too  good 
to  think  of  trampling  upon  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
Subjcd,  for  the  Sake  of  proteQing  any  high  Criminal  what- 
ever :  But  we  cannot  certainly  know  what  is  to  happen  here- 
after ;  we  cannot  depend  on  the  Difpofitions,  the  fiumours, 
or  the  Defigns  of  all  the  Princes,  even  of  the  prefent  Royal 
Family,  that  may  in  Courfe  fucceed  to  one  another.  Who 
knows  but  a  Prince  not  yet  born  may  arife,  even  of  the  pre- 
fent Royal  Family,  who  finding  himfelf  poffefs'd  of  a  Reve- 
nue, which  he  may  raife  by  virtue  of  the  Laws  in  Being, 
and  which  he  knows  to  be  fufficient  for  the  Support  of 
his  Government,  without  any  Afliftance  from  Parliaments, 
may  from  thence  conclude,  that  Parliaments  are  ufelefs  to 
him,  and  therefore  refolve  to  lay  them  afide  f  The  prefent 
Royal  Family  has  as  good  a  Right  to  the  Crown,  as  ever 
any  Family  had  that  Iway'd  the  Scepter  of  this  Kingdom  ; 
their  Right  to  the  Crown  no  more  depends  upon  Parlia- 
ments, than  the  Right  of  any  former  Royal  Family  ever  did  ; 
and  yet  we  know,  that  fome  of  our  former  Kings  have  had 
Views  of  overturning  the  Rights  and  the  Liberties  of  the 
People.  The  only  Barrier  againft  fuch  Defigns,  is  to  take 
all  proper  Care  that  it  Ihall  never  be  in  any  future  Prince's 

Power  : 
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Power:  This  is  what  has  hitherto  preferved  our  Liberties,  Anno  6.  Geo.  ii. 
and  this  is  our  only  Security  in  Time  to  come.  ^  '— f^^-',  _) 

♦  The  honourable  Gentleman  has,  I  do  not  know  how, 
lugged  the  Pretender  into  this  Debate  ;  I  am  fure  the  men- 
tioning of  that  Bugbear  was  as  foreign  to  the  Subjeft  in  hand, 
as  it  ever  can  be  to  any  Debate  that  can  happen  in  this 
Houfe :  But  is  the  Pretender  the  only  Perfon  vve  hare  to 
fear  h  No,  there  is  no  Prince  in  Europe  from  whom  we  have 
lefs  to  fear  than  from  him }  he  has  fo  little  Power  or  Intereft 
in  this  Nation,  that  our  Liberties  can  never  be  in  any  Danger 
from  him,  and  I  hope  the  prefent  Royal  Family  will  always 
be  fo  fully  poffeffed  of  the  Hearts  and  Afleftions  of  the  Peo- 
ple, that  it  never  will  be  in  the  Pretender's  Power  to  do  us 
any  Harm.  The  only  Hopes  he  can  ever  have  muft  arife 
from  the  arbitrary  Defigns  of  the  Prince  upon  the  Throne, 
and  therefore  we  ought  carefully  to  avoid  all  thofe  Meafures, 
which  may  give  a  Foundation  for  the  forming  of  any  fuch 
Defigns  in  Time  to  come.' 

Sir  William  Wyndham  fpoke  next  againft  the  Motion  :       sitw.wyndham. 
Mr  Speaker, 

*  I  Did  not  defign  to  have  given  the  Houfe  any  Trouble 
this  Day  ;  but  fucb  Infinuations  are  thrown  out,  and  fo  often 
repeated  by  feme  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  as  I  cannot  with 
Patience  fit  ftill  and  hear.  I  generally  obferve,  that  when 
proper  Anfwers  cannot  be  made  to  what  Gentlemen  advance, 
then  Jacobitifm  is  brought  in  ;  and  becaufe  fbme  Gentlemen 
in  this  Houfe  take  che  Liberty  to  differ  from  others,  there- 
fore they  muft  be  taxed  with  the  terrible  Name  of  Jacobite  ; 
I  wilh  that  Gentlemen  would  refolve  for  the  future  always  to 
give  us  Arguments,  and  not  Names,  for  the  Support  of  their 
Opinions.  For  my  own  Part,  I  will  leave  it  to  the  whole 
World  to  judge  who  moft  purfue  the  Principles  of  the  Revo- 
lution, They  who  are  for  fupporting  the  Government  in  that 
Way,  which  is  moft  eafy  and  leaft  burthenfome  to  the  People ; 
or  tney  who  are  for  doing  it  in  a  Way,  which  is  fo  odious  and 
fo  burthenfome  to  the  whole  Nation.' 

'  Whenever  there  are  any  juft  Fears  of  the  Pretender  ;  if 
there  ever  fhall  happen  to  be  any  real  Defigns  in  his  Favour, 
which  I  hope  never  will,  then  I  fhall  do  fis  I  always  have 
done,  I  fhall  Ihew  by  'my  Adtions  what  my  Principles  are. 
I  believe  I  ftand  in  the  Opinion  of  Mankind  acquit  of  any 
Imputation  of  Jacobitifm,  as  much  as  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man over  the  way,  or  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  ;  and 
therefore,  I  as  much  defpif^  that  Imputation,  as  I  defpife  be- 
ing always  a  fervile  AjTentator  to  every  Thing  propofed  by 
the  Adminiftration.  But  as  fuch  Infinuations  have  been  often 
thrown  out  againft  me  in  this  Houfe,  I  muft  let  Gentlemen 
know,  that  it  js  a  Treatment,  which  I  thixik  inconiiftent  with 
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the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe,  and  a  Treatment  which  I  will 
no  longer  bear  with.* 

Then  Mr  Shippen  fai4  : 
Mrshippcn.  Mr  Speaker, 

•  I  believe  1  have  no  Cyccafion  to  make  any  ProfelTions  of 
what  I^am  ;  but  I  muft  take  Notice   that  in  private  Life, 
any  voluntary  Securities,  that   may  be  granted    to  Creditors 
f  after  the  borrowing  of  their  Money,  are  as  binding  upon  the 

Grantor,"~and  ought  to  be  as  religioufly  obferved,   as  thofe 
that   were  granted  at  the  Time  the  Money  was   lent :  This 
is  certainly  the  Cafe  as   to  all  private    Affairs,  and  I  cannot 
.  think  but  that  the  Cafe  is  the  fame  with  refpedl  to  publick 
Tranfaiflions.     I  do  not  know,  but  that  feme   Gentlemen  in 
this  Houfe  may  be   offended   at  my   fo  much  as  mentioning 
the  Reign  of  King  James  II.  yet  upon  the   prefent  Occafion 
I  muft  mention  it ;  and  the  Obfervation  I  fliall  make  is,  that 
that   uiifortunate  Prince  took  many  wrong  Steps,  ran  himielf 
into  great  DiiRculdes,  and  at  laft  loft  his  Crown,  by  foliowmg 
too  implicitly  the  wicked  Councils  of  a  bad  Minifter  ;  and 
that  veiy  Minifter  moft  bafely  betray'd,  and  at  laft  deferted 
his  Mafter.     Oi^e  of  the  greateft  Misfortunes  of  that  Prince, 
and  that  which  contributed  moft  to   his  Overthrow,  was  his 
keeping  up  a  Standing  Army  in   Time  of  Peace  ;  he  did  it, 
indeed,  without  the  Confent  of  Parliament,  but  he  did  it  at 
his  own  Expence  ;  he  did  it  without  laying  any  Charge  upon 
the  People  ;  and  he  did  it  without  Confent  of  Parliament, 
becaufe  he  could  not   find  a  Parliainent  mercenary  and  cor- 
rupt enough  to  give  their  Confent.' 
s'r^  Wiipo!--.         Then  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and   Lord  Tyrconnel  fpoke  in 
Mr'  wyndham''    Favour  of  the  Rcfolution  ;  and  Mr  Wyndham  fpoke  againft: 
it.     At  laft  the  Quellion  being  put,  it  was  carry 'd  to  agree 
t;:^"(?J^Sa]  "'^  with  the  Committee,  without  any  Divifion  :  After  whicli  the 
fgrtsJ  to.  Queftion  was  put  upon  the  fecond  Refolution,  and  agreed  tp 

without  Oppofttion. 
pjb?.tc  concerning      Pei.  2  J.  The  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Call  of  the  Houfe 
Ho'^f',  ir/'Expec-  ^^'^^  read,  and  a  Motion  being  made  for  adjourning  it  'till  that 
t.tiosor;hc  Hx-    Day  Fortnight,  Sir  John  Ruftiout  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  as 

b'oudit  in.  loIlOWS  : 

Mr  Speaker, 
Sirj  r.uilicut.  *  I  do   not  rife  up  to  oppofe  putting  off  the    Call  of  the 

Houfe  'till  this  Day  Fortnight  ;  that  I  {hall  eafily  agree  to  : 
But  there  being,  as  I  imagine,  a  certain  Scheme  or  Project 
to  be  brought  into  this  Houfe,  which  feems  to  be  of  very 
great  Confequence  to  the  whole  Nation,  I  wifh  that  the  Call 
of  the  Houfe  may  be  appointed  to  be  about  the  Time,  when 
that  Scheme  is  to  be  laid  before  us.  For  my  Part,  I  know 
rothing  about  it,  I  cannot  tell  when  we  are  to  have  the 
Pleafure  of  feeing  that  famous  Projedl ;  but  I  wifh  that  fome 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman,  who  knows  more  of  it  than  I  do,  w6uld  get  op  amo^-^w-  **• 
and  fix  a  Day  when   he  thinks  it  will  be  brought  in,  and 
then  move  that  the  Call  of  the  Houfe  may  be  put  off  'till 
that  Day,  or  till  fome  Day  about  that  Time. 

*  We  have  been  long  in  Expeftation  of  feeing  this  glori- 
ous Scheme,  which  is  to  render  as  all  compleatly  happy  ;  we 
have  waited  for  it  with  Impatience  ever  fince  the  Beginning 
of  this  Seffion  of  Parliament ;  we  imagined,  as  had  been  in- 
finuated  to  us  in  the  preceding  Seffion,  that  it  was  to  come 
in  lieu  of  the  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land- Tax,  as  a 
Supply  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year  ;  but  in  this  we 
are  difappointed  ;  that  Meafure  has,  it  feems,  been  alter'd, 
and  we  have  feen  this  Eafe  as  to  the  Land-Tax  otherways 
fupply'd.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Scheme  itfelf  has  late- 
ly met  with  any  Alterations  or  Amendments,  but  I  hope, 
if  it  be  to  be  laid  before  us  this  Seffion,  that  it  will  not  be 
put  off 'till  towards  the  End  of  the  Seffion,  when  Gentlemen 
are  tired  out  with  Attendance,  and  obliged  to  return  home 
to  mind  their  own  private  Affairs.  If  a  Scheme  of  that 
Confequence  be  at  all  brought  in,  it  certainly  ought  to  be 
brought  in  when  the  Houfe  is  full,  that  it  may  be  conlider'd, 
and  approv'd  or  rejecled,  by  as  many  Members  as  can  poffibly 
be  brought  together.  As  foon  as  the  Time  for  its  being 
brought  in  fhali  be  fixed,  and  the  Call  of  the  Houfe  accord- 
ingly appointed,  then  I  fhall  take  the  Liberty  to  move  for 
Letters  to  the  Sherifis,  as  has  been  often  pradlifed  on  the  like 
Occalions.' 

Hereupon  Sir  Robert  Walpole  flood   up,  and  fpoke  as  S'f  R-  Waipoi^ 
follows : 
Sir, 

*  As  to  the  Scheme  mention'd  by  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man who  fpoke  laft,  it  is  certain  that  I  have  a  Scheme  which 
I  intend  very  foon  to  lay  before  you.  I  am  refolved  very 
foon  to  make  a  Motion,  for  this  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Houfe  on  fomething  or  another ;  I  have 
not,  indeed,  as  yet  fully  determin'd  what  my  Motion  (hall 
be,  but  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  for  this  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  publick  Revenue,  or  on  the  Frauds 
committed  in  the  colledling  thereof,  or  on  the  Frauds  com- 
mitted in  fome  particular  Branch  or  Branches  of  the  Reve- 
nue ;  it  muft  be,  I  believe,  a  Motion  to  fome  fuch  Purpofe : 
If  the  Call  of  the  Houfe  be  appointed  for  this  Day  Fort- 
night, I  believe  I  Ihall  be  fully  determin'd  between  this  and 
that  Time,  and  fo  be  able  to  move  for  fome  fuch  Committee  ; 
the  Houfe  may  then  appoint  a  Day  for  going  into  the  Com- 
mittee moved  for,  that  fo  every  Member  may  have  Notice 
to  attend  if  he  pleafes. 
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^'^"t^;^"'^'  *  I  ^  "ot  defire,  I  never  did  defire  to  furprife  this  Houfe 
into  any  Thing,  nor  had,  I  thank  God,  ever  any  Occsfion  to 
ule  the  low  Art  of  taking  Advantage  of  the  End  of  the 
Seflion,  for  any  Thing  I  had  to  propoTe  or  would  propofe  to 
this  Houfe ;  but  when  the  Houfe  does  refolve  itfelf  into  fome 
fuch  Committee  as  I  now  mention,  I  will  then  lay  before 
that  Committee  a  Scheme  which  I  have  long  thought  of, 
which  is,  I  am  convinced,  for  the  Good  of  the  Nation,  and 
which,  if  agreed  to,  will  improve  both  the  Trade  of  the 
IsTation  and  the  publick  Revenue.  I  never  had  any  Inten- 
tion to  propofe  it  as  a  Supply  for  the  current  Service  of  the 
Year ;  I  was  always  fenfible  that  no  fuch  Thing  could  be 
done  ;  but  if  it  be  agreed  to,  and  if  upon  a  Tria.1  it  be  found 
to  bring  in  any  Addition  to  the  publick  Revenue,  this  Houfe 
may  then  difpofe  of  that  Increafe  in  the  following  Seflion  of 
Parliament  as  they  fhall  judge  proper  ;  'till  then  it  cannot  be 
appropriated,  becaufe  'till  then  it  cannot  be  known  what  the 
Amount  may  be.  When  the  Amount  of  the  Increafe  of  the 
Revenue  thereby  is  once  afcertained,  that  Increafe  may  then 
be  brought  in  Aid  of  the  One  Shilling  in  the  Pound  Land- 
Tax,  and  thereby  that  Eafe  may  be  continu'd  to  the  poor 
Land-holders  for  Years  to  come,  if  fo  the  future  Parliaments 
Ihall  think  fit. 

*  As  for  the  Scheme's  living  received  Alterations  and 
Amendments,  I  do  not  know  but  it  may  ;  I  never  thought 
jpyfelf  fo  wife  as  to  ftand  in  no  Need  of  Afliftance  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  am  always  ready  to  receive  Advice  and  Inftruftion 
from  others,  and  I  Ihall  always  be  ready  to  add,  to  alter,  or 
to  amend  any  Thing  I  have  thought  of,  by  the  Advice,  and 
upon  the  Information  of  thofe  who  are  converfant  in  fuch 
Affuirs.  As  to  the  Scheme  now  talk'd  of,  I  have  not  only 
examin'd  it  by  myfelf  as  thoroughly  as  I  could,  but  I  have 
taken  from  others  all  the  Afliftance  and  Advice  I  could  get  ; 
and  in  all- my  Inquiries  in  relation  thereto,  I  have  chofe  to 
confult  with  thofe  who,  I  knew,  had  a  perfeft  Knowledge  of 
fuch  Affairs,  and  had  no  particular  Intereft  in  View,  nor  any 
private  End  to  ferve  :  From  thofe  who  may  have  By-Ends  of 
their  own,  I  never  can  expcft  impartial  Counfel,  and  therefore 
I  have  in  this,  as  well  as  every  other  Affair,  thought  it 
ridiculous  to  ask  their  Advice.  Such  as  it  is,  I  fhall  be  foon 
ready  to  lay  it  before  you  ;  then  I  fiiall  give  you  all  the  In- 
formation I  have  had  in  the  Affair,  and  will  be  moft  ready 
to  hear  and  receive  all  the  Information  or  Inftruftion,  that 
can  be  given  by  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe. 

'  It  IS  certain  that  there  are  daily  very  great  Frauds  com- 
rr.itted  in  the  colleding  of  the  publick  Revenue,  and  if  any 
Way  can  be  fallen  on  to  prevent  thofe  Frauds,  and  to  en- 
able the  Publick  to  receive  what  it  is  now  juftly  and  legally 
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mtitled  to,   fuch   a  Projed/ought  to  be  embrac'd,  and  the   '^'"'°^^^^°-  "• 
Author  thereof,   whoever   he  may   be,    would  deferve  the  v_.  ^^'-'mj 
Thanks  of  his  Country  j  for  it   would  not  only  be  a  great 
Advantage  to  the  publick  Revenue,  but  to  every  htxieil  and 
fair  Trader  in  the  Nation  ;  becaufe  that  wherever  a  Tax  is 
laid  on,  and  not  collected  regularly  and   duly  from  every 
Man  fubjed  thereto,  it  Is  really  making  the  fair  Trader  pay 
to  the  Publick  what  the  fraudulent  Trader  turns   into   his 
own  private  Pocket,  and  thereby  the  Smuggler  is  enabled  to 
underfell  the  fair  Trader  in  eveiy  Commodity  he  deals  in  ; 
by  which  all  the  fair  Traders  in  the  Nation  mull  be  at  laft 
ruin'd  and  undone.' 

To  this  Sir  William  Wyndham  replied,  sirW.  vvyadham. 

Sir, 

*  I  have  not  the  Honour  of  being  let  into  the  Secret  of 
this  extraordinary  Scheme,  I  do  not  as  yet  know  what  it 
is  ;  but  by  all  that  I  could  ever  yet  hear  of  it,  I  believe, 
when  it  is  laid  before  us,  the  Queilion  thereon  will  appear  to 
be.  Whether  we  fhall  facrifice  the  Conftitution  to  the  pre- 
venting of  Frauds  in  the  Revenue  ?  This  I  take  to  be  a  very 
material  Queftion,  and  therefore  I  think  it  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  Jiave  a  full  Houfe  ;  for  which  Reafon,  I  (hall  be 
not  only  for  Letters  to  the  Sheriffs,  but  alfo  I  hope  that  every 
Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  will  write  to  fuch  of  his  Friends  in 
the  Country  as  are  Members,  and  intreat  them  to  give  At- 
tendance on  that  important  Day.' 

Sir  John  Barnard  fpoke  next,  sir  Jom  Bimar*. 

Sir, 

*  When  the  honourable  Gentleman  is  prepared  to  lay  his 
Scheme  before  us,  I  hope  he  will  move  for  fome  General 
Committee ;  if  he  does,  I  fhall  not  give  the  Houfe  any 
Trouble  ;  but  if  he  moves  for  a  Committee  to  confider  the 
Frauds  in  any  particular  Branch  of  the  Revenue,  I  fhall  take 
the  Liberty  to  oppofe  it,  becaufe  there  are  Frauds  in  every 
Branch  of  the  Revenue  ;  and  perhaps  I  fhall  be  able  tofhew, 
that  there  are  as  many  Frauds  in  other  Branches  of  the  Re- 
venue, as  there  are  in  thofe  which  the  honourable  Gentleman 
has  a  Mind  now  to  take  a  particular  Notice  of  I  mufl  think 
that  the  attaching  our  Inquiries  at  prefent  to  the  Frauds 
committed  in  any  particular  Branch,  ii  like  fingling  out  a 
Deer  from  the  Flock,  in  order  to  be  hunted  down  ;  fhe  is 
to  be  the  firft  Sacrifice,  but  the  whole  Flock  are  to  be  hunted 
down  at  laft  :  This,  I  believe,  is  the  Cafe,  and  if  I  have  been 
rightly  informed,  this  Scheme,  in  its  firft  Conception,  was  for 
a  General  Alteration  of  the  Method  of  colledting  the  publick 
Revenue :  It  was  for  a  General  Excife  ;  but  thac,  it  feems, 
was  afterwards  thought  too  much  at  once,  and  therefore  we 
are  now,  I  fuppofe  to  fingle  out  only  one  or  two  Branches,  in 
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order  that  they  may  be  firft  hunted  down ;  but  the  very 
fame  Reafon,  that  may  prevail  with  us  to  fubjeft  any  one 
Branch  of  the  Revenue  to  the  Laws  of  Excife,  may  afterwards 
prevail  with  us  to  fubjeft  every  Branch  to  thofe  Arbitrary 
Laws ;  and  as  fuch  Laws  are,  in  my  Opinion,  abfolutely  in- 
confiftent  with  Liberty,  therefore  I  muft  think  that  the 
Quellion  upon  this  Scheme,  even  alter'd  as  it  feems  it  is,  will 
be.  Whether  we  fhall  endeavour  to  prevent  Frauds  in  the 
collecting  of  the  Publick  Revenues,  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Liberties  of  the  People  ? 

*  For  my  own  Part,  I  never  was  guilty  of  any  Fraud  ;  I 
put  it  to  any  Man,  be  he  who  he  will,  to  accufe  me  of  fo 
much  as  the  Appearance  of  a  Fraud  in  any  Trade  I  was  ever 
concern'd  in  ;  I  am  refolved  never  to  be  guilty  of  any  Fraud. 
It  is  very  true,  that  thefe  Frauds  are  a  very  great  Prejudice 
to  all  fair  Traders,  and  therefore  I  fpeak  againft  my  own  In- 
terell  when  I  fpeak  againft  any  Method  that  may  tend 
towards  preventing  of  Frauds  ;  but  I  fhall  never  put  my 
private  Intereft  in  Ballance  with  the  Intereft  or  Happinefs  of 
the  Nation  :  I  had  rather  beg  my  Bread  from  Door  to  Door, 
and  fee  my  Country  flourifh,  than  be  the  greateft  Subjeft  in 
the  Nation,  and  fee  the  Trade  of  my  Country  decaying, 
and  the  People  enflaved  and  opprefTed.' 

Then  Mr  Henry  Pelham  faid. 
Sir, 

'  I  wifh  this  Scheme,  be  what  it  will,  were  laid  before 
us  ;  for  'till  it  is,  I  believe  we  fhall  every  Day  be  falling 
into  fome  Debate  or  other  about  it,  without  knowing  any 
Thing  of  it.  I  do  not  know  where  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man, who  fpoke  laft,  got  his  Information  ;  but  as  I  have  had 
the  Honour  to  converfe  fometimes  with  thofe  who  always 
knew  moft  of  this  Scheme,  I  can  afTure  him  that  there  ne- 
ver was  any  fuch  Thing  intended  as  a  Genera]  Excife,  nor 
was  there  ever  any  Defign  of  making  a  General  Alteration  in 
the  Method  of  collecting  the  Publick  Revenue.  But  I  fhall 
not  at  prefent  fay  any  Thing  farther  upon  the  Subjeft,  be- 
caufe  I  think  it  a  little  odd  to  enter  into  Debates  about  what 
we  know  nothing  of.' 

Then  Mr  Perry,  Member  for  London,  fpoke  in  Vindica- 
tion of  the  Merchants  dealing  in  the   Wine  and  Tobacco- 
tothe  Trade  :    After  which  the  Queftion  was  put,  and  the  Call 
fj^  of  the  Houfe  was  put  off  'till  that  Day   Fortnight ;    and  it 
was  ordered,    That  no  Member  of  the  Houfe  fhould  pre- 
fume  to  go  out  of  Town  without  Leave  of  the  Houfe  :  That 
no  Leave  fhould  be  asked   for  any    Member  to  go  out  of 
Town,  but  between  the  Hours  of  One  and  Two  :  And  that 
Mr  Speaker  fhould  write  circular  Letters  to  the  Sheriffs  and 
If evwds  of  the  feveral  Counties  of  Great  Britain,  requir- 
ing 
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hig  the  Attendance  of  the  Members  on  that  Day  Fortnight  i  '^""°*- ^■"' 
and  that  the  Houfe  would  proceed  with  the  utmoft  Severity  v_,..— ^—  ,  _| 
againft  fuch  Members  as  fhould  not  then  attend  the  Service 
of  the  Houfe. 

Then  Mr  Sandys  moved  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve,  *  That  Mr  sandys  moves 
fuch  Members  of  that  Houfe,  who  Ihould  abfent  themfelves  JS^'Sb^^'who 
without  Leave  of  the  Houfe,  ihould  be  reputed  Deferters  1^1°*^ ^•^"'t'^™* 
of  their  Truft,  and  Negleflers  of  that  Duty  they  owed  to  Leave,  be  riedar'd 
that  Houfe  and  their  Country.'     Hereupon  feveral  Mem-  Tr^'f  wiScM«* 
bers  got  up,  fome  of  whom  as  was  thought  to  have  feconded  vv^poje^  ^*'  '*• 
this  Motion ;  but  Mr  Horatio  Walpole  was  pointed   to  by 
Mr  Speaker,  who  faid,  *That  he  was  againft  the  Motion  the 
honourable  Gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  make,  as  being 
a  very  extraordinary  one,  and  fuch  as  there  was  then  no  Oc-  ^^^^  t^tztm 
cafion  for,  and  therefore  he  moved  for  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
which  Motion  was  immediately  feconded.    Sir  John  Rufhout   sirj.Rufhsut. 
then  faid,  'That  the  Motion  his  Friend  [^Mr  Sandys']  had  made, 
Was  perhaps  a  little  extraordinary,  but  it  was  upon  a  very 
extraordinary  Occafion,    and  not  without   Precedent,    and 
therefore  he  would  be  for  it.'     To  this  Sir  William  Yonge  sir  vv.  Yongev 
reply'd,   *  That  an  honourable  Gentleman    [  Sir  fVilham 
Wyndham  ]  had  faid,   '  That  every  Member  ought  to  write 
to  his  Friends  in  the  Country,  and  defire  them  to  give  At- 
tendance ;  but  if  the  Motion  then  made  ftiould  be  agreed  to, 
they  might,  in  his  Opinion,  fave  themfelves  the  Trouble,  for 
that  no  Member  then  in  the  Country  would  think  he  had 
one  Friend  in  the  Houfe,  if  any  fuch  Refolution  Ihould  be 
made  againft  him.'  Hereupon  Mr  Sandys  faid,  'That  what  MiSand^ 
he  had  moved  for,  was  fo  far  from  being  without  Precedent, 
that  there  was  a  Precedent  for  it  very  lately,  and  that  was 
in  the  famous  Cafe  of  Dr  Sacheverel :  That  when  that  Affair 
was  before  the  Houfe  there  was   fuch  a  Refolution  made, 
and  from  thence  it  was  that  he  took  the  very  Words  of  the 
Motion  he  had  then  made.' 

Then  the  Queftion  was  put  upon  Mr  Walpole's  Motion  for 
the  Order  of  the  Day,  becaufe  of  its  having  been  feconded 
before  Mr  Sandys's  Motion  was  feconded,  and  that  being 
carried  in  the  Affirmative,  the  other  was  dropp'd  of  courfe. 

March  8.  A  Bill  was  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  Refolu-  f^^'^f^""^"*^ 
tions  of  the  Houfe  in  July  laft,   in  relation  to  the  Sugar-  Rhc'dcin..nd akj 
Colonies  ;    upcn  which    Sir  John  Barnard   opened  to  the  the"s'usi''i'o1^* 
Houfe  a  Petition  of  Richard  Partridge,  Agent  for  the  Colo-  ^'''• 
ny  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations  in  America, 
againft  the  faid  Bill ;  and  moved  for  Leave  to  bring  it  up,  in 
which  he  was  feconded  by   Mr  Perry,  but  oppofed  by  Sir  ^j^  p 
William  Yonee  ;  who  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows. 
Mr  Speaker : 

^  The  Petition,  which  the  honourable  Member  over  the 

way 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II.  way  has*  now  in  Hand,  is,  1  find,  a  Petition  praying  for 
Leave  to  be  heard  againft  a  Bill  now  depending  in  this  Houfe, 
by  which  fome  certain  Duties  are  to  be  laid  on  feveral  Com- 
inodities  mentioned  in  the  Bill.  I  believe,  Sir,  it  has  been 
the  conftant  Ufage  of  this  Houfe  for  many  Years,  to  receive 
no  Petitions  againft  Duties  to  be  laid  on  ;  but  as  there  are 
none  who  underlland  better  than  you.  Sir,  the  Pradice  of^ 
the  Houfe  in  fuch  Cafes,  therefore  I  fhall  in  this  fubmit  en- 
tirely to  your  Determination,  and  hope  you  will  give  us  your 
Opinion  thereupon.  However,  Sir,  I  muft  take  Notice  of 
another  Thing,  which  I  obferve  in  the  Petition  as  it  has  been 
opened  by  the  honourable  Gentleman  :  They  therein  tell 
us,  that  as  to  the  Bill  now  depending  before  us,  they  appre- 
hend it  to  be  againft  their  Charter.  This,  I  muft  fay,  is 
Ibmething  very  e.xtraordinary,  and,  in  my  Opinion,  looks 
very  like  aiming  at  an  Independency,  and  difclaiming  the 
Authority  and  Jurifdidtion  of  this  Houfe  ;  as  if  this  Houfe 
had  not  a  Power  to  tax  them,  or  to  make  any  Laws  for  the 
regulating  of  the  Affairs  of  their  Colony  ;  therefore.  Sir, 
if  there  were  no  other  Reafon  for  our  not  receiving  their 
Petition,  I  ftiould  on  this  fingle  Account  be  againft  giving 
Leave  to  bring  it  up.' 

To  this  Lord  Tyrconnell  replied. 
Sir, 

*  I  cannot  agree  with  the  honourable  Member  who  fpoke 
laft,  for  I  ftiall  never  give  my  Vote  for  rejeftine  a  Petition 
before  I  know  what  is  in  it  ;  and  this  I  cannot  know  till  I 
hear  it  read.  The  Queftion  now  before  us,  is  not,  Whether 
the  Defire  of  the  Petition  fhall  be  granted  or  no  ?  After  the 
Petition  is  brought  up  and  read  to  the  Houfe,  we  may  then 
judge  whether  the  Defire  thereof  be  reafonable  or  not,  and 
may  accordingly  grant  or  refufe  it,  but  the  refufing  to  have 
the  Petition  brought  up  and  read  to  the  Houfe,  feems  really 
to  be  a  Determining  the  Defire  of  the  Petition  to  be  un- 
reafonable,  before  we  know  what  it  is  ;  and  therefore.  Sir, 
I  fhall  be  for  having  it  brought  up.' 

Mr  Winnington  fpoke  next. 
Sir, 

*  I  ftand  up  to  fpeak  to  Order  and  to  the  Method  of  Pro- 
ceeding in  this  Houfe  ;  it  has  been  a  Cuftom  always  obferved 
in  this  Houfe,  not  to  receive  any  Petitions  againft  thofe  Bills 
which  were  brought  in  for  the  laying  on  of  any  new  Duties ; 
I  do  not  indeed  fay  bat  that  there  may  be  fome  Inftances  to 
the  contrary,  but  I  am  fure  they  are  very  rare,  and  never 
happened  but  upon  fome  very  extraordinary  Occalion ;  for 
if  we  were  to  receive  all  fuch  Petitions  there  would  be  fuch 
Multitudes  of  them  againft  every  fuch  Bill,  that  the  Nation 
might  bs  undone  for  want  of  an  immediate  Supply  for  the 

Publick 
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Publick  Ufe,  while  we  were  fitting  to  hear  frivolous  Peti-  '^""J  \^-  "• 
tions  againft  thofe  Bills  brought  in  for  granting  that  Sup-  \_„-\-  i  J 
ply.  The  honourable  Gentleman  near  me  took  Notice  of 
the  Petitioners  pretending,  that  the  Bill  now  before  us  is  a- 
gainft  their  Charter  ;  I  hope,  Sir,  they  have  no  Charter  which 
debars  this  Houfe  from  taxing  them  as  well  as  any  other 
Subje£l  of  this  Nation  ;  I  am  fure  they  can  have  no  fuch 
Charter  ;  but  if  it  were  pofTible,  if  they  really  had  fuch  a 
Charter,  they  could  not  fay  that  the  Bill  now  before  us  were 
any  Infringement  of  it,  becaufe  the  Tax,  to  be  thereby  laid 
on,  is  no  Tax  upon  them,  but  a  Tax  which  is  to  be  laid  upon 
the  French  only  ;  and  fhall  this  Houfe,  Sir,  receive  any  Pe- 
titions, or  hear  any  Reafons  that  can  be  offered,  for  not 
taxing  the  French,  more  efpecially  when  the  Tax  to  be  laid 
upon  them  will  moft  evidently  tend  to  the  Encouragement 
of  our  own  Sugar-Colonies  ?  I  hope.  Sir,  no  fuch  Petition 
will  ever  fo  much  as  be  allowed  to  be  brought  up  or  prefent- 
ed  to  this  Houfe.' 

Hereupon  Sir  John  Barnard  anfwered,  sirj.Barnarci. 

Sir, 

*  The  Petitioners  do  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  Bill  now 
depending  is  againft  their  Charter,  nor  did  I  fay  any  fuch 
Thing  when  I  opened  the  Petition  to  this  Houfe  ;  at  leaft 
if  I  did,  I  am  fure  I  did  Injultice  to  the  Petition,  for  the 
Words  of  it  are,    *  That  they  humbly  conceive,   that  the 

*  Bill  now  depending,  if  paiTed  into  a  Law,  would  be  high- 

*  ly  prejudicial  to  their  Charter.'  But,  Sir,  I  am  really  fur- 
prized  at  the  Method  of  Reafoning  made  ufe  of  by  the  two 
honourable  Gentlemen,  who  have  appeared  againft  the  bring- 
ing up  of  this  Petition  :  One  of  the  honourable  Gentlemen 
fays,  that  the  Petitioners  are  aiming  at  an  Independency, 
and  are  difowning  the  Authority  of  this  Houfe.  This,  Sir, 
in  the  prefent  Cafe  feems  to  be  a  very  odd  Afiertion  ;  is  not 
their  applying  by  Petition  to  this  Houfe,  as  diredl  an  Ac- 
knowledgement of  the  Authority  of  this  Houfe,  as  can  be 
made  by  Men  ?  The  other  Gentleman  fays,  that  the  Bill 
now  before  us  is  a  Bill  for  taxing  the  French  only  ;  this 
feems  to  be  as  odd  an  Affertion  as  the  other ;  Does  the  Gen- 
tleman imagine  that  the  Tax  paid  in  this  Ifland  upon  French. 
Wine,  is  a  Tax  upon  the  French  ?  Does  not  every  body 
know,  that  the  whole  of  it  is  paid  by  the  Confumers  here  ? 
It  is  fo  far  from  being  a  Tax  upon  the  French,  that  they 
have  confiderably  raifed  the  Price  of  their  Wines  lince  the 
high  Duties  were  laid  on  them  here.  As  to  the  Matter  of 
Form>  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  great  Mafter  of  it  ;  but 
fince  I  have  hr.d  the  Honour  to  fit  in  Parliament  I  remem- 
ber, that  feveral  Petitions  have  been  received  againft  Duties 
to  be  laid  on  :    However,  granting  that  it  were  a  conftant 

and 
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Anno  6. 0eo.  11.  and  pcrpctual  Rule  not  to  receive  Petitions  againft  luch 
J^i''  .  Duties,  yet  certainly  that  Rule  could  relate  only  to  thofe 
Duties,  which  were  to  be  laid  on  for  raifing  Money  for  the 
Current  Service  of  the  Publick,  it  could  not  be  prefumed  to 
relate  to  thofe  Duties,  which  were  to  be  laid  on  for  the  Re- 
gulation of  Trade  only  j  and  this  lalt  is  the  Cafe  now  before 
us.  The  Duties  to  be  laid  on  by  this  Bill  are  fo  far  from  being 
Duties  for  the  Supply  of  the  Government,  that  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  even  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  appear  fo  fond  of  the 
Duties  to  be  laid  on  by  it,  fo  much  as  expeft  or  wifh  that 
any  Mcmey  (hall  be  thereby  raifed  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  the  Bill  is  not  intended  for  any  fuch  End  ;  it  is  rather 
in  the  Nature  of  a  Prohibition,  and  it  was  never  pretended 
that  no  Petitions  were  ever  to  be  received  againft  a  Bill  for 
prohibiting  any  Sort  of  Commerce. 

*  It  may  be  the  Cafe,  that  this  Houfe  has  fometimes  re- 
fufed  to  receive  Petitions  from  fome  Parts  of  Britain  againft 
Duties  to  be  laid  on  ;  bat  this  can  be  no  Reafon  why  the 
Petition,  I  have  now  in  my  Hand,  fhould  be  rejedled  :  The 
People  in  every  Part  of  Great  Britain  have  a  Reprefentative 
in  this  Houfe,  who  is  to  take  Care  of  their  Particular  Intereft, 
as  well  as  of  the  General  Intereft  of  the  Nation  ;  and  they 
may,  by  means  of  their  Reprefentatives  in  this  Houfe,  offer 
what  Reafons  they  think  proper  againft  any  Duties  to  be 
laid  on  ;  but  the  People,  who  are  the  Petitioners  in  the  Peti- 
tic»i  I  have  nov/  in  my  Hand,  have  no  particular  Represen- 
tatives in  this  Houfe  ;  and  therefore  they  have  no  other  Way 
of  applying  or  of  offering  their  Reafons  to  this  Ploafe,  but  in 
the  way  of  being  heard  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  by  their 
Agent  here  in  England  ;  therefore  if  that  general  Rule  of 
not  receiving  Petitions  againft  Duties  to  be  laid  on,  be  ever 
to  be  receded  from,  the  Cife  now  before  us  ought  to  be  ao 
Exception  to  the  general  Rule.' 
To  this  Mr  Conduit  replied. 

Sir, 
*  I  apprehend  it  has  always  been  the  Cuftom  of  this 
Houfe,  I  am  fure  it  has  been  the  Cuftom  ever  fmce  the  Re- 
volution, to  refufe  receiving  Petitions  againft  any  Duties 
to  be  laid  on,  and  that  without  any  Diftindion  whether  the 
Duties  to  be  laid  on  were  for  the  Raifing  of  Money,  or  for 
the  Regulation  of  Trade  :  As  our  Colonies  are  all  a  Part  of 
the  People  of  Great  Britain,  they  are  generally  reprefented 
in  this  Houfe  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  People  are  ;  and  in  all 
the  Refolutions  of  this  Houfe,  a  due  Regard  will  certainly 
be  had  to  the  particular  Intereft  of  every  one  of  them, 
fo  far  as  it  is  confiftent  with  the  general  Intereft  of  the  Whole, 
for  which  Reafon  I  can  fee  no  Occafion  for  making  an  Ex- 
f  eption  as  to  thera  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot   but  be   of  the 
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fame  Opinion  with  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  are  for  refufing    Anno  s.^ceo.  ii. 
their  Confent  to    the  bringing  up  of  this  Bill.     As  for  the  i^«i— — y^— — ^ 
Duties  on  Wine,  mentioned  by   the  honourable  Gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft,  though  they  are  paid  by  the  Confumers  here, 
yet  they  may  be  looked  on  as  a  Tax   upon  the  French,  for 
if  it  were  not  for  thofe  Duties,  a  much    greater  Quantity  of 
their  Wines  would  be  confunied  here  than  there  is  at  prefent, 
and  confequently   they  would  thereby  draw  a  much  larger 
Sum  of  Money  out  of  this  Nation  than  they  now  do  ;   and  as 
to  the  Advance  of  the  original  Price  of  their  Wines,  there 
are  a  great  many  other    Caufes  it  may  be  owing  to,  but  it 
never  can  be  owing  to  the  Diminution  of  the  Quantity  con- 
fumed.' 

Mr  Pulteney  fpoke  next :  Mr  Pultencv. 

Sir, 

'  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  Mafter  of  Form,  but  I  believe 
there  may  be  many  Precedents  found,  for  juftifying  the 
Houfe  in  receiving  the  Petition  now  cfi'ered  to  us.  I  very 
well  know,  Sir,  how  great  a  Mafter  you  are  of  the  Forms  and 
Methods  of  Proceeding  in  this  Houfe,  and  therefore  I  fliall 
always  be  as  ready  as  any  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe,  to  fub- 
mit  to  your  Opinion  when  any  fuch  Queltion  arifcs ;  but  J 
cannot  think.  Sir,  that  any  of  your  Friends  would  delire  you' 
to  give  your  Opinion  thus  upon  a  Surprize,  in  a  Matter 
which  feems  to  be  fo  much  contefted  ;  nor  do  I  believe  that 
you  would  be  ready  to  comply  with  any  fuch  unreafonable 
Defire  ;  if  you  Ihould  once  give  your  Opinion  in  any  fuch 
Difpute,  I  fhould  be  afraid  afterwards  to  infpecl  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Houfe,  left  they  fhould  be  found  to  contradidl  the 
Opinion  you  had  given  :  But  if  we  are  to  fearch  for  Prece- 
dents, I  am  fure  that  as  to  the  prefent  Cafe,  there  will  be  no 
Occafion  for  going  any  farther  back  than  the  Revolution. 
Before  that  Time  1  believe  we  can  find  few  or  no  Precedents 
any  way  relating  to  the  Queftion  now  in  Hand,  becaufe  Par- 
liaments were  not  then  fo  frequent,  and  Taxes  very  rare. 
Let  any  Gentleman  but  look  into  the  Statute-Books  lying 
upon  our  Table,  he  will  there  fee  to  what  a  vait  Bulk,  to 
what  a  Number  of  Volumes,  our  Statutes  relating  to  Taxes 
have  fwelled  fmce  the  Revolution ;  and  how  thin,  how  few 
the  Volumes  are,  that  contain  all  the  Statutes  relating  to 
Taxes  that  ever  were  made  before  that  Time  :  It  is  mon- 
ftrous,  it  is  even  frightful  to  look  into  the  Indexes,  where  for 
feveral  Columns  together  we  fee  nothing  but  Taxes,  1  axes. 
Taxes !  It  is  true,  Sir,  when  Gentlemen  reflecl  on  the  many 
Bleffings  we  thereby  enjoy,  when  they  confider  the  many 
Advantages  we  reaped  by  the  Revolution,  they  will  think 
that  we  could  not  pay  too  dear  for  fo  happy  a  'X'urn  in  our 
Affairs. 

Vol.  II.  R  r  'As 


(    314    ) 

Anno  6.  Ceo.  II.  «  As  to  the  Queftion  now  before  us,  f  cannot  fee  why  it 
^  "■  -  fhould  be  fo  much  debated,  I  cannot  fee  why  the  Receiving 
of  this  Petition  fhould  be  fo  much  oppofed,  unlefs  it  be  that 
the  Rejefting  of  this  Petition,  is  to  be  made  ufe  of  as  a  Pre- 
cedent for  receiving  no  Petitions  againft  a  certain  Scheme, 
which  we  expeft  foon  to  be  laid  before  us :  This,  I  am 
afraid,  is  really  the  Cafe  ;  for  then  Gentlemen,  who  are 
not  much  Mailers  of  Form,  Gentlemen  who  are  but  little 
converfant  in  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe,  may  quote  a  Pre- 
cedent of  but  a  few  Days  landing,  for  not  receiving  any  Peti- 
tions that  may  be  offered  againlt  that  Scheme  ;  1  do  rtot  in- 
deed know  whether  there  will  be  any  fuch  Petitions,  but  if 
I  may  judge  by  the  Spirit  which  has  already  appeared  in  the 
Nation,  I  can  make  no  Doubt  but  that  Petitions  will  be  fent 
up  from  all  Parts  of  the  Country  againft  that  Scheme.' 

fir  Thaniis  Mon.       Then  Sir  Thomas  Aflon  faid. 
Sir, 
*  As  to  the  Point  of  Form  which  is  now  the  Subjeft   of 
Debate,  I  cannot  venture  to  give  my  Opinion  thereon,  but 
I  am  furprized  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  fhould  have 
any  Apprehenfions  of  our   refufing  to  receive  any  Petitions, 
that  may  be  offered  againft  the  Scheme   he  hinted  at :  For 
whatever  Objeftion  there  may  be   againft  the  Houfe  receiv- 
ing any  Petitions,  that  are  offered  againft  Duties  to  belaid  on, 
there  cannot  furely  be  any  Objeftion  againft  our  receiving 
Petitions,  that  may  be  offered  againft  a  new  and  a  dangerous 
Method  of  collecting  Duties  already  laid  on.' 
Hereupon  Mr  Sandys  flood  up  again,  and  faid, 

Mr  Sanilys  moves  t    gjj. 

for  appointing  a  ,         '  .  _  ,  ,       _    . 

comitteetoiearch       '  Smce  Gentlemen  feem  fo  much  to  differ  as  to  the  Point 
ing  to  PctitL^ns    of  Form,  I  fhall  move.  That  a  Committee  may  be  appointed 
tm^&ngDulls;    ^o  fearch   Precedents,   in  relation  to  the  receiving  or  not  re- 
ceiving Petitions  againft  the  impofing  of  Duties  ;  for  as  fome 
Gentlemen  have  affirmed  it  to  have  been  the  conftant  Ufage 
of  this  Houfe  ever  fince  the  Revolution,   to  rejeft  all  fuch 
Petitions,  I  muft  take  the  Liberty  to  affirm  the  Faft  to  have 
been  ocherwife  ;  and  it  is  fo  far  otherwife,  that  if  my  Motion 
be  agreed  to,  I  believe  more  Precedents  will  be  found  for  re- 
ceiving, than  for  rejefting  of  fuch  Petitions.' 
Which  is  fccond-        This  Motion  was  f'econded  by   Mr  Heathcote,  and  there- 
coic^^^'  ^'^^^^'  upon  Sir  John  Barnard  defired  to  withdraw  the  Motion  he  had 
_  -.  ,      made:   But  that  beinc;  oppofed,  and  fome  Debate  arifmc  as  to 

Hereupon  S;r  J.  .  .  •  ,       i       t  t       r        r  •       i     • 

Barnard  defircs  that  Point,  Mr  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe  of  its  being 
former  Mcnion'  their  conftaut  Rule,  that  when  any  Motion  is  once  made  and 
the  N^esTtj^c  •'^-  fccondcd,  the  Queftion,  if  infifted  on,  muft  be  put  upon  that 
docs  aifo  Mr  Motiou;  It  could  not  be  withdrawn  without  tlie  Leave  of 
y  »  tjon.  ^^^  Houfe  :  Hereupon  the  previous  Queftion  was  moved  for, 
and  carried  in  the  Affirmative  by  140  to  1 12.  Then  the  Que- 
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ftlon  was  put  for  bringing  up  the  Petition,  which  pafTed  in  A"""  *•  °'°-  "• 
the  Negative  :  After  this  the  Queftion  being  alfo  put  for  \  ,  — .-  J 
fearching  of  Precedents,  it  pafled  in  the  Negative. 

March  Q.  TheHoufe  went  into  a  Committeci  to  confider  MrH.  waipoie 

r     ■  1  -n/iii/-  •i»/r^r^  moves  for  laying 

or  tne  molt  proper  Methods  for  encouraging  the  Manufacture  a  Duty  of  53.  r'tr 
and  Export  of  Home-made  Spirits ;  and  Mr  Horatio  Walpole  feign  Brandies,"" 
open'd  the  Debate  with  the  following  Speech  :  [heSfS 

Sir,  and  Export  of 

*  As  we  are  now  in  a  Committee  for  encouraging  HomC'  nu!"' ""'''" 
made  Spirits,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  us  to  take  into  our 
Confideration  tlie  Duties  payable  on  French  Brandies  and 
other  Foreign  Spirits  :  As  the  Laws  now  ftand,  the  Duties 
payable  upon  French  Brandies  amount  in  the  whole  to  about 
6  s.  and  5  d.  per  Gallon,  which  has  always  been  looked  on 
rather  as  a  Prohibition,  than  as  a  Duty  to  be  fairly  and  ho- 
neftly  paid  either  by  the  Importer  or  Confumer  ;  ;ind  indeed 
it  has  in  Fad  been  always  found  to  be  fo,  for  few  or  none 
have  ever  paid  that  Duty  ;  thofe  Brandies  have  always  been 
fmuggled  and  Hole  in  upon  us,  notwithjflanding  all  the  Me- 
thods we  could  ever  take  to  prevent  it  ;  or  they  have  made 
ufe  of  an  Artifice  to  evade  the  Laws,  which  is  this  :  As  the 
Laws  ftand  at  prefent,  the  Duties  payable  upon  Flemifh 
Brandies  amount  in  the  whole  but  to  4  s.  per  Gallon,  and  as 
it  is  not  poflible  to  diilinguiih  Flemilh  Brandies  from  French 
Brandies,  therefore  great  Quantities  of  French  Brandies  were 
carried  firft  to  Rotterdam,  and  from  thence  imported  upon 
us  as  Flemifh  Brandies ;  after  that  they  were  carried  to 
Oftend,  and  from  thence  imported  as  Flemifh  ;  and  now  for 
fome  Years  paft,  they  have  been  carried  to  Dunkirk,  and 
from  thence  brought  to  the  feveral  Ports  of  Britain,  and  en- 
tered as  Flemifh  Brandies. 

'  As  this  Pradtice  is,  Sir,  an  Evaflon  of  the  Laws  in  Be- 
ing, it  ought  certainly  to  be  remedied,  and  the  Manner 
how,  will  be  the  proper  Queftion  now  to  be  conftdered ;  If 
the  Duties  now  payable  upon  French  Brandies  ftiould  be 
laid  on  all  Foreign  Spirits,  it  would  not  only  encourage  the 
Smuggling  and  Running  Trade,  but  it  would  be  a  Prejudice 
to  our  own  Diftilling-Trade,  for  our  Diftillers  are  under  a 
Neceffity  of  mixing  up  a  certain  Proportion  of  French 
Brandy  with  our  Engliih  Spirits,  in  order  to  make  them  fit 
for  Ufe  either  at  Home  or  Abroad  ;  and  therefore  if  fuch  a 
Duty  can  be  thought  of  to  be  laid  upon  all  Foreign  Spirits, 
as  will  prevent  their  being  fold  in  this  Country  fo  cheap,  as 
to  interfere  with  the  Confumption  of  our  Home-made  Spirits, 
and  yet  not  difable  us  from  importing  honeitly  and  fairly  as 
much  as  our  Diftillers  may  have  Occafion  for  in  the  Manu- 
fafture  of  our  Home-made  Spirits,  I  hope  Gentlemen  will 
readily  come  in  to  fuch 'a  Propofition. 

R  r  2  i  In 
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Bcbitc  thereon. 


Mr  Sandys, 


SlrW.  \Vyi\a;.;ii: 
Obloivatioiis  on 
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*  In  order.  Sir,  to  make  fuch  a  Propoiition  to  this  Houfe, 
I  have  for  fome  time  confidered  the  Caie,  I  have  talked  with 
ibme  of  the  moll  noted  Diftillers  in  Town  about  it,  and  I 
have  made  all  the  Inquiries  I  thought  proper,  for  obtaining 
a  full  Information  as  to  this  Particular  ;  and  from  the 
whole,  I  believe  that  a  Duty  of  5  s.  per  Gallon  upon  all 
Foreign  Brandies,  is  the  moft  proper  Medium  to  be  fixed 
on.' 

This  Motion  met  with  very  little  Oppofition,  only  fome 
Members  declar'd,  '  That  they  thougiit  a  Duty  of  5  s.   6d. 
would  be  more  effedual  for  the  Purpofe  intended  :'  I'hen  Mr 
Sandys  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  follows  : 
Sir, 

'  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the  honourable  Gentleman  over 
the  way,  that  all  Mixtures  are  not  to  be  looked  on  as  pub- 
lick  Frauds,  for  it  feerns  the  mixing  of  French  Brandy  with. 
Engiifh  Spirits  is  not  only  no  publick  Fraud,  but  a  Mix- 
ture which  ought  to  be  encouraged,  as  being  ufeful  and  ne- 
ceiTary  in  the  Diftilling-Trade  ;  yet  with  relpedl  to  the  Pub- 
liclc,  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  mixing  of  Engiifh  Cyder 
with  Portugal  Wine,  can  be  confidered  as  a  greater  Fraud 
than  the  mixing  of  French  Brandy  with  Engiifh  Spirits. 

'  I  mufl  likewlfe  take  Notice,  that  the  fame  Gentleman 
feems  to  admit,  that  the  Laws  of  the  Cuiloms  and  Excife, 
when  united  and  joined  together,  are  found  to  be  inelFeftual 
for  collefting  the  Duties  payable  upon  the  Commodities  he 
mentioned,  or  for  the  preventing  the  Smuggling  and  Run- 
ning of  them  into  this  Kingdom  ;  and  therefore  I  hope. 
Sir,  I  fhall  not  hereafter  hear  any  Propofition,  either  from 
that  Gentleman  or  any  of  his  Friends,  for  laying  any  other 
Duties  under  the  fame  Circumflances,  more  efpecially  fince 
the  Uniting  the  Laws  of  the  Cuftoms  and  Excife  is  vi'ell 
known  to  be,  in  all  Cafes,  an  Union,  which  is  moll  grievous 
and  moil  burthenfome  to  the  Subjeft.' 

In  the  Courfe  of  this  Debr.te,  Dunkirk  having  been  men- 
-^  tion'd  as  a  Port,  Sir  William  Wyndham  faid,  '  That  he 
v/as  fuipriz'd  to  hear  it  fo  much  as  mentioned  as  a  Fort  : 
That  it  v.-as  againfl  the  Honour  of  the  Engiifh  Nation  to  ac- 
knowledge it  as  fuch,  or  to  admit  that  it  fhould  ever  be 
made  \j{e  of  as  fuch  :  That  it  was  not  now  the  proper  Subject 
of  their  Confideration,  but  he  hop'd  that  the  Houfe  would 
at  fome  other  time  take  an  Opportunity  to  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  to  confiderof  an  Affair  of  fo  great  Importance.' 
To  tJiis  Sir  Robert  Walpole  replied,  '  That  he  hop'd 
Gentlemen  would  not  be  diverted  from  what  was  then  tiie 
proper  Subjed  of  their  Confideration  :  That  Dunkirk's  being 
mentioned  as  a  Port,  mull  neceffarily  raife  the  jufl  Indigna- 
tion of  every  Englilhman  :  That  no  Englifliman  ever  did,  or 

ever 
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ever  could  admit  it  as  a  Port:  But  that  whatever  Terms  Anno  6.  Geo.  ir. 
Gentlemen  might  inadvertently  make  ufe  of,  yet  he  hop'd  no       ,,,— ^"-'     i 
Pretence  would  ever  be  from  thence  taken  to  infringe  thofe 
Rights,  which  this  Nation  is  by  a  moil  folemn  Treaty  juflly 
irititled  to.' 

Then  the  Committee  refolv'd.  That  the  A£l  pafled  in  the  mj;^^-  wa'poic's 
fecond  Year  of  King  George  II.  intitled.  An  A61,  For  lay-  And  a  sili  order-d, 
ing  a  Duty  upon  Compound  Waters  or  Spirits,  and  for  licenjing  Trade°of  Tiome^ 
the  Retailers  thereof,  had  been  a  Difcouragement  to  the  Di-  '"''^^  spirits; 
Hilling  of  Spirits  from  Corn  in  Great  Britain,   and  therefore 
ought  to  be  repealed  :  That  for  the  Encouragement  of  the 
Exportation  of  Spirits  drawn  from  Corn  in  Great  Britain, 
a  Drawback,    or  Allowance  of  61.  8  s. /^r  Ton,  ought  to 
to  be  paid  and  allowed  on  the  Exportation  thereof :  And  that 
the  Duties  payable  upon  Brandy  and  Spirits  imported,  ex- 
cept from  his  Majefty's  Plantations  in  America,  fhould  from 
the  24th  of  June  next,  ceafe   and  determine,    and  that  in 
Lieu  thereof  there  lliould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty  a  Duty 
of  five  Shillings  per  Gallon,  on  all  Brandy  and  Spirits  im- 
ported from  Foreign  Parts,  except  fuch  as  Ihall  be  of  the 
Growth  and  Manufafture  of  his  Majefty 's  Plantations  in 
America. 

March  12.  The  above  Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  which  pafTcs  into 
Houfe,    and  a  Bill  order'd  accordingly,  which  afterwards, 
with  fome  Amendments,  pafs'd  into  a  Law. 

March  14.  The  Houfe  refolv'd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  The  commons,  in 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  moft  proper  Methods  ?ee,' ror.f?dcr' o "" 
for  the  better  Security  and  Improvement  of  the  Duties  and  f^'^f  Methods 

11111  1  1       r  ''"'  *'^™""?  »"<* 

Revenues,  already  charged  upon,  and  payable  from,  Tobacco  improviiipthe  du- 
and  Wines :  The  many  Accounts,  Returns,  and  other  Pa-  ToVicco. """  ^" 
pers,  which  the  Houfe  had  before  called  for,  being  firft  refer- 
red to  the  faid  Committee ;  and  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cu- 
Iloms  and  of  the  Excife  attending,  purfunnt  to  an  Order  of 
the  preceding  Day  ;  Sir  Robert  Walpole  open'd  the  Debate 
with  the  following  Speech  ; 
Sir, 
*  As  I  had  the  Honour  to  move  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  sir  Robert  wii- 

•   r^r■  i-^  •  ti-i--  .  pole  propolcs  ilio 

itlelr  into  this  Committee,  J  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  Excife  scheme  tor 
open  to  you  what    was  then  intended  to  be  propofed,  as  the  which occaiv'nv  1 
Subjeftof  your  Confideration.     We  are  now  in  a  Commit-  Eft^^^  Dcbst- 
tee  for  confidering  of  the  moil  proper  Methods,  for  the  better 
Security  and  Improvement  of  the  Duties  and  Revenues  al- 
ready charged  upon,  and  payable  from  Tobacco  and  Wines : 
This  can  be  done  in  no  Way  fo  proper  or  effcdlual,  as  that  of 
preventing  for  the  future  thofe  Frauds,  by  which  the  publick 
Revenues  have  been  fo  much  injured  in  Times  paft.   I  know,, 
that  whoever  attempts  to  remedy  Frauds,    attempts  a  Thing 
that  muft  be  very  difagretuble  to  all  thofe,  who  have  been 

guilty 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II.  guilty  of  them,  Of  vvho  expeft  a  Benefit  by  fuch  in  Time 
^^'-' I  (  to  come.  This,  Sir,  I  am  fully  fenfible  ot,  and  from  this 
have  fprung  all  thofe  Clamours,  which  hive  been  raifed 
without  Doors,  againft  what  I  am  now  to  propofe  to  you. 
The  Smugglers,  the  fraudulent  Dealers,  and  thofe  who  have 
for  many  Years  been  enriching  themfelves  by  cheating  their 
Country,  forefaw,  that  if  the  Scheme  I  am  now  to  propofe 
took  Effeft,  their  profitable  Trade  would  be  at  an  End ;  this 
gave  tliem  the  Alarm,  and  from  them  I  am  perfuaded  it  is, 
that  all   thofe  Clamours  have  originally  proceeded. 

*  In  this  'tis  certain,  that  they  have  been  moft  ftrenuoufly 
affifted  and  fupported  by  another  Set  of  People,  who,  from 
Motives  much  worfe,  and  of  much  more  dangerous  Confe- 
quence  to  their  Country,  are  fond  of  improving  every  Op- 
portunity that  offers,  for  ftirring  up  the  People  of  Great 
Britain  to  Mutiny  and  Sedition.  But,  Sir,  notwithftanding 
all  the  Clamours  that  fuch  wicked  and  deceitful  Men  have 
been  able  to  raife,  as  the  Scheme  I  have  to  propofe  will  be 
a  great  Improvement  to  the  publick  Revenue,  an  Improve- 
ment of  2  or  300,000  1.  per  Jnnufn  and  perhaps  more,  and  as 
it  will  likewife  be  of  great  Advantage  to  the  fair  Trader,  I 
thought  it  my  Duty,  not  only  as  being  in  the  Station  I  am 
in,  bat  alfo  as  being  a' Member  of  this  Houfe,  to  lay  it  be- 
fore you  ;  for  no  fuch  Clamours  Ihall  ever  deter  me  from 
doing  what  I  think  is  my  Duty,  or  from  propofing  any 
Thing  that  I  am  convinced  will  be  of  fuch  fignal  Benefit 
to  the  Revenue,  and  to  the  Trade  of  my  Country. 

*  It  has  been  moil  induftrioully  fpread  abroad,  that  the 
Scheme  I  am  now  to  propofe,  was  a  Scheme  for  a  General 
Excife  ;  but  I  do  aver  that  no  fuch  Scheme  ever  enter'd  into 
my  Head,  nor,  for  what  I  know,  into  the  Head  of  any  Man 
I  am  acquainted  with  :  My  Thoughts  were  always  confined 
folely  to  thofe  two  Branches  of  the  Revenue,  arifing  from  the 
Duties  on  Wine  and  Tobacco  ;  and  it  was  the  frequent  and 
repeated  Advices  I  had  of  the  notorious  Frauds  committed 
in  thofe  two  Branches  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  Clamours  even 
of  fome  of  the  Merchants  themfelves,  that  made  me  turn 
my  Thoughts  particularly  towards  confidering  thofe  two 
Branches,  in  order  to  find  out,  if  poffible,  fome  Remedy  for 
the  growing  Evil  ;  what  I  am  now  going  to  propofe  will, 
I  believe,  if  agreed  to,  be  an  efFedlual  Remedy  ;  but  if  I  now 
fail  in  what  I  am  to  propofe,  it  will  be  the  lalt  Attempt  of 
this  Kind  that  I  fhall  ever  make  ;  I  believe  it  will  be  the 
laft  that  will  ever  be  made,  either  by  me,  or  by  any  that 
fhall  fucceed  me  in  the  Station  I  am  now  in. 

*  At  prefent,  I  fhall  lay  before  you  only  the  Cafe  as  it 
now  Hands  with  refpeft  to  the  Tobacco-Trade,  and  the  Re- 
Veaue  ariiing  therefrom  ;  and  here  it  will  be  necellary  firll 

to 
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to  confider  the  Condition  of  our  Planters  of  Tobacco  in  Anno£.  Geo.  11. 
America;  if  we  can  believe  them,  if  we  can  give  any  Credit 
to  what  they  themfelves  fay,  we  mull  conclude  that  they  are 
reduced  almoft  to  the  lail  Extremity  ;  they  are  reduced  even 
almoll  to  a  State  of  Defpair,  by  the  many  Frauds  that  have 
been  committed  in  that  Trade,  by  the  heavy  Duties  which 
the  Importers  of  Tobacco  are  obliged  to  pay  upon  Importa- 
tion, and  by  the  ill  Ulage  they  have  met  with  from  their 
Faftors  and  Correfpondeins  here  in  England,  who,  from  being 
their  Servants,  are  now  become  their  Lords  and  Mailers. 
Thefe  poor  People  have  fent  home  many  Reprefentations 
of  the  bad  State  of  their  Affairs,  and  have  lately  fent  over 
a  Gentleman  with  a  Remonftrance,  fetting  forth  their  Grie- 
vances, and  praying  for  fomc  Ipecdy  Relief;  This  they  may 
obtain  by  Means  of  the  Scheme  I  intend  now  to  propofe, 
and  I  believe  it  is  from  this  Scheme  only  that  they  can  ex- 
ped  any  Relief 

'  The  next  Thing  we  are  to  confider,  is  the  State  of  the 
Tobacco-Trade,  with  regard  to  the  fair  Trader ;  the  Man 
who  deals  honourably  and  fairly  with  the  Publick,  as  well 
as  with  private  Men  ;  the  Man  who  honellly  pays  all  thofe 
Duties  which  the  Publick  is  juflly  incitled  to,  finds  himfelf 
prevented  and  foreilalled,  almoll  in  every  Market  within  the 
Illand,  by  the  Smuggler  and  the  fraudulent  Dealer  j  And 
even  as  to  our  foreign  Trade  in  Tobacco,  thofe  who  have 
no  Regard  to  Honour,  to  Religion,  or  to  the  Welfare  of 
their  Country,  but  are  every  Day  contriving  Ways  and 
Means  for  cheating  the  Publick  by  Perjuries  and  falfe  Entries, 
are  the  greateft  Gainers ;  and  it  will  always  be  fo,  unlefs  we 
can  fall  upon  fome  Way  of  putting  it  out  of  their  Power  to 
carry  on  any  fuch  Frauds  for  the  future. 

'  And  lallly,  wc  ought  to  confider  the  great  Lofs  fuftained 
by  the  Publick,  by  Means  of  the  Frauds  committed  in  the 
Tobacco-Trade,  and  the  Addition  that  mull  certainly  be 
made  to  the  publick  Revenue,  if  thofe  Frauds  can  be  pre- 
vented in  Time  to  come  :  By  this  Addition  we  may  be 
enabled  to  relieve  the  Nation  from  fome  of  thofe  Taxes, 
which  it  has  laboured  under  fo  many  Years  ;  whereas,  as 
the  Cafe  now  ftands,  the  innocent  and  the  honeil  Part  of  the 
Nation  are  charged  with  Taxes,  which  they  would  be  free 
from,  if  the  fraudulent  Dealers  and  the  Smugglers  could  be 
any  Way  obliged  to  pay  that,  which  is  juitly  due  by  them  to 
the  Publick.  This  will,  I  am  convinced,  be  the  EfFed  of 
the  Scheme  I  am  to  propofe  to  you,  and  whoever  therefore 
views  it  in  its  proper  Light,  muft  fee  the  Planters,  the  fair 
Traders,  and  the  Publick,  i^nged  on  one  Side  in  Favour  of 
it ;  and  none  but  the  unfair  Traders  and  the  Tobacco-Faftors 
on  the  other. 

♦  IlhaU 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  11.  *  I  ftialt  bcg  Lcavc  to  mention  to  you  feme  of  thofe  Frauds 
J^ I!'  ^  _f  which  have  come  to  my  Knowledge.  The  Evidence  I  have 
had  of  them  is  to  me  very  convincing  :  But  in  fuch  Cafes 
Gentlemen  ought  always  to  confider  what  Evidence  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  bring,  what  Evidence  it  is  by  the  Nature  of  the 
Thing  unreafonable  to  expedt.' 

Then  Sir  Robert  Walpole  gave  an  Account  of  the  feve- 
ral  Frauds  which  had  been  praftifed  of  late  Years  in  the 
Tobacco-Trade,  from  which  he  made  Calculations  of  the 
Lofs  the  Publick  thereby  fuftained,  particularly  that  of  get- 
ting the  Tobacco  weighed  at  an  Under- Weight  upon  Im- 
portation, and  getting  it  weighed  again  upon  Exportation  at 
a  Weight  much  above  what  it  ought  to  be.  Then  he  pro- 
ceeded thus  : 

*  Sir,  A  particular  Inflance  of  this  Fraud  I  came  lately  to 
the  Knowledge  of  by  meer  Accident :  One  Midford,  who 
had  been  a  confiderable  Tobacco-Merchant  in  the  City,  hap- 
pened to  fail,  at  a  Time  when  he  ow'd  a  large  Sum  of 
Money  upon  Bond  to  the  Crown ;  whereupon  an  Extent 
was  iiTued  out  immediately  againft  him,  and  thereby  the 
Government  got  Poffeffion  of  all  his  Books,  by  which  the 
Fraud  he  had  been  guilty  of  was  difcovered  ;  for  it  appeared 
as  may  be  feen  by  one  of  his  Books  I  have  in  my  Hand, 
[Here  he  Jhe^ved  one  of  Mi  ({ford's  Books  to  the  Committee^ 
that  upon  the  Column  where  the  falfe  Quantities,  which  had 
been  entered  at  the  Importation,  by  Collulion  between  him 
and  the  Officer,  by  which  he  paid  or  bonded  the  Duty  payable 
upon  Importation,  a  Slip  of  Paper  had  been  fo  artfully  parted 
on  that  it  could  not  be  difcovet'd,  and  upon  this  Slip  of  Paper 
were  written  the  real  Quantities  which  were  enter'd,  becaufe 
he  was  obliged  to  produce  the  fame  Book  when  that  Tobacco 
was  entered  for  Exportation  ;  but  then  upon  Exportation,  the 
Tobacco  was  enter'd  and  weigh'd  according  to  the  Quantities 
mark'd  upon  this  Slip  of  Paper  fo  artfully  palled  on  as  I 
have  mention'd,  by  which  he  got  a  Drawback,  or  his  Bonds 
returned,  to  near  double  the  Value  of  Vi'hat  he  had  aftually 
paid  Duty  for  upon  Importation.  Yet  this  Midford  was  as 
honeft  a  Man  and  as  fair  a  Trader  as  any  in  the  City  of 
London ;  I  deiire  not  to  be  mifunderllood,  I  mean  that  before 
he  fail'd,  before  thefc  Frauds  came  to  be  difcovcr'd,  he  was 
always  reckoned  as  honeil  a  Man,  and  as  fair  a  Trader  as  any 
in  the  City  of  London,  or  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Nation.' 

After  this,  he  mention'd  the  feveral  Frauds  following, 
viz.  That  of  Re-landing  the  Tobacco  after  it  was  fln'pp'd 
eft"  for  Exportation  :  That  of  Socking  of  Tobacco,  which 
was  a  Cant- Word  ufed  for  dealing  and  fmuggling  it  out  of 
the  Ships  after  their  Arrival  in  the  River,  before  they  were 

unloaded 
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unloaded  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  :  That  of  ftripping  the  Stalks,  Anno  6.  Geo.  ii. 
and  afterwards  fplitting  and  preffing  them  by  an  Engine  con-  .     '— fJ^ 
trived  for  that  Purpole,  and   then  exporting   them  :  That  of 
giving  Bonds  for  the  Duty  payable  upon  Importation,  where- 
by the  Goi'emment  had  loll  feveiai  large  Sums  by  the  Failure 
of  Payment  of  fuch  Bonds  :  That  of  the  ricli  money 'd  Men 
making  prompt  Payments,  by  which  the  Publick  was  obliged 
to  allow  them  Ten  per  Cent.  Difcount  as  to  the  Duties,  and 
by  entering  the  Tobacco  foon  after  for  Exportation,  they 
drew  back  the  whole  Duties ;  fo  that  the  Government  aftual- 
\y  loft  Ten  per  Cent,  upon  all   the  Tobacco   that  had  been 
fo  enter'd.  Then  he  went  on  as  follows : 

*  Sir,  Thefe  Frauds  are  notorious,  moft  of  them  are  known 
to  the  whole  World  ;  and  as  the  Laws  of  the  Cuftoms  have 
been  found  ineffedual  for  the  preventing  of  fuch  Frauds, 
therefore  it  is  propofed  to  add  the  Laws  of  Excife  to  the  Laws 
of  the  Cuftom;,  and  by  Means  of  both  it  is  probable,  I  may 
fay  certain,  that  all  fuch  Frauds  will  be  prevented  in  Time 
lo  come. 

'  By  the  feveral  Subfidies  and  Impofts   now  payable  upon 
Tobacco,  by  feveral  Afts  of  Parliament  made  for  that  Purpofe 
\_Here  he  ga-ije  an  Account  ofthefe^veralAds  of  Parliament 
for  laying   Duties    on    Tobacco']  it  appears,    that   the  Duties 
now  payable  upon  Tobacco  on  Lnportation  amount  to  6  }  d. 
per  Pound  Weight,  all  which  muft  be  paid  down   in  ready 
Money,  by  the  Merchant,  upon  Importation  thereof,    with 
the  Allowance  of  Ten  /^r  Cent,  upon   prompt   Payment; 
or  otherwife  there  mull  be  Bonds  given  with  fufficient  Sureties 
for  Payment   of  the  Money,  which  is  often  a  great  Lofs  to 
the  Publick,  and  is  always  a  great  Inconvenience  to  the  Mer- 
chant Importer  j  whereas,  by  wliat    I  am   to  propofe,    the 
whole  Duties  to   be  paid  for  the  future  will  amount  to  no 
more  than   4  4  d.  per  Pound  Weight,  and  this  Duty  not  to 
be  paid  'till    the   'I'obacco  comes  to   be  fold  for  Home-Con- 
fumption  ;   fo  that  if  the  Merchant  exports  his  Tobacco,  he 
will  be  quite  free  from  all  Payment  of  Duty,  or  giving  Bond 
therefore,  or  finding  out  proper  Sureties   for  joining  in  fuch 
Bond  ;  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  re-load  his  Tobacco 
on   board    a  Ship  for    Exportation,    wi  hout  being   at    the 
Trouble  to   attend  for  having  his   Bonds  cancelPd,  or   for 
taking  out  Debentures  for  the  Drawbacks  ;  all  which,  I  con- 
ceive, mull  be  a  great  Eafe  to  the  fair  Trader;  and  to  every 
fuch  Trader  the  preventing  cf  Frauds  mail  be  a  great  Ad- 
vantage, becaufe  it  will  put   all  the  Tobacco-Traders  in  Bri- 
tain upon  the  fame  Footing,  which  is  but  juft  and  equal,  and 
what  ought  certainly  to  be  accomplifhcd,  if  it  be  poffible. 
*  Now,  in  order   to  make  this  Eafe  effeftual  to  the  fair 
V  0  L.  II.  S  s  Trader 
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Anno  6.  Gea.  II.  Trader,  and  to  contribute  to  his  Advantage  by  preventing  as 
''^^'^^'  f  much  as  poffible  any  Frauds  in  Time  to  come,  I  propofe,  as 
I  have  faid,  to  join  the  Laws  of  Excife  to  thole  of  the 
Cuftoms,  and  to  leave  the  one  Penny,  or  ratiier  three  Far- 
things per  Pound,  call'd  the  farther  Subfidy,  to  be  Hill 
charged  at  the  Cuftom-Houfeupon  the  Importation  of  any 
Tobacco,  which  three  Farthings  (hall  be  payable  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Civil  Lill  as  heretofore  :  And  I  propofe  that  all  Tobacco 
for  the  future,  after  being  weighed  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  and 
charged  with  the  faid  three  Farthings  per  Pound,  fhall  be 
lodg'd  in  a  Warehoufe  or  Warehoufes,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Excife  for  tliat  Purpofe,  of 
which  Warehoufe  the  Merchant  Importer  fliall  have  one 
Lock  and  Key,  and  the  Warehoufe-keeper  to  be  appointed 
by  the  faid  Commiffioners  fhall  have  another  ;  in  order  that 
the  Tobacco  may  lie  fafe  in  that  Warehoufe  till  the  Mer- 
chant finds  a  Market  for  it,  either  for  Exportation  or  for 
Home-Confumption  :  Thus  if  his  Market  be  for  Exportation, 
he  may  apply  to  his  Warehoufe-keeper,  and  take  out  as  much 
for  that  Purpofe  as  he  has  Occalion  for,  which,  when  weigh- 
ed at  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  ihall  be  difcharg'd  of  the  three 
Farthings  ^^■r  Pound  with  which' it  was  charged  upon  Impor- 
tation, lo  that  the  Merchant  may  then  export  it  \vithout 
any  farther  Trouble  :  But  if  his  Market  be  for  Home- 
Confumption,  that  he  Ihall  then  pay  the  three  Farthings 
charged  upon  it  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe  upon  Importation,  and 
that  then  upon  calling  his  Warehoufe-keeper,  he  may  deliver 
it  to  the  Buyer,  on  paying  an  Inland-Duty  of  4  d.  per  Pound 
Weight,  to  the  proper  Officer  appointed  to  receive  the  fame. 

*  And  whereas  all  the  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  to.become 
due,  by  the  Laws  now  in  Being,  for  regulating  the  collefting 
of  the  Duties  on  Tobacco,  or  at  leaft  all  that  Part  of  them 
which  is  not  given  to  the  Informers,  now  belong  to  the 
Crown  ;  I  propofe  that  all  fuch  Penalties  and  Forfeitures, 
fo  far  as  they  formerly  belonged  to  the  Crown,  fhall  for 
the  future  belong  to  the  Publick,  and  be  applicable  to  the 
fame  Ufes  to  which  the  faid  Duties  fhall  be  made  applicable 
by  Parliament ;  and  for  that  Purpofe  I  have  hisMajefty's  Com- 
mands to  acquaint  this  Houfe  that  he,  out  of  his  great  Re- 
gard for  the  publick  Good,  with  Pleafure  confents  that  they 
Jhall  be  fo  apply'd,  which  is  a  Condefcenfion  in  his  Majefty, 
that  I  hope  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  is  fully  fenlible 
of,  and  will  freely  acknowledge. 

*  I  know  there  has  been  an  Objeftion  made,  I  expeft  to 
hear  it  again  made  in  this  Houfe,  againft  what  I  now  pro- 
pofe :  The  Objeftion  is  this,  *  That  a  great  many  of  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  Subjefts  will  be  liable  to  be  tried  in  a  Multi- 
'  tude  of  Cafes  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife,  from  whom 

there 
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*  there  is  no  Appeal,  but  to  Commiffioners  of  Appeal,  or  to   Anno  6.  deo.  n. 
'  Juflices  of  Peace  in  the  Country,  all  named  by  the  King  and 
'  removeable  at  Pleafure,  from  whom  the  Appellants  cannot 

*  expeft  to  meet  with  Jultice  or  Redrefs.'  I  am  far  from  think- 
ing there  is  any  Ground  for  this  Complaint,  I  am  far  from 
thinking  that  any  Man  ever  had  a  juft  Reafon  to  fay  that  he 
was  wronged,  or  urjuftfy  dealt  with,  either  by  the  Commif- 
fioners of  Appeal,  or  by  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  their 
Quarter-Seffions ;  but  in  order  to  obviate  any  Objedlion  of 
this  Nature,  I  propofe  that  all  Appeals  in  this  Cafe,  as 
well  as  in  all  other  Cafes  relating  to  the  Excife,  fhall  for 
the  future  be  heard  and  determined  by  tvy-o  or  three  of 
the  Judges  to  be  named  by  his  Majefty,  out  of  the  twelve 
Judges  belonging  to  Wellminfter-Hali  ;  and  that  in  the 
Country,  all  Appeals,  from  the  firlt  Sentence  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  jultices  of  the  Peace,  fhall  be  to  the  Judge  of  Affize 
upon  the  next  Circuit  which  fhall  come  into  that  Country, 
who  fliall  in  all  Cafes  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  fuch 
Appejils  in  the  moll:  fummary  Way,  without  the  Formality 
of  Proceedings  in  Courts  of  Law  or  Equity.  From  fuch 
Judges,  and  from  fuch  a  Manner  of  Proceeding,  every  Man 
muft  expedl  to  meet  with  the  utmoft  Difpatch,  and  with  the 
molt  impartial  Jultice  ;  and  therefore  I  muft  think,  that  what 
I  now  propofe  can  be  no  Inconvenience  to  thofe,  who  may 
thereby  be  fubjefted  to  the  Laws  of  Excife  ;  but  that  if 
there  v/as  formerly  any  Ground  of  Complaint,  it  may  be  a 
great  Relief  to  thofe  who  are  already  fubjecled  to  fuch  Laws. 

'  This  is  the  Scheme  which  has  been  reprefented  in  fuch 
a  dreadful  and  terrible  Light :  This  is  the  Moniler,  that 
many-headed  Monfter,  which  was  to  devour  the  People,  and 
to  commit  fuch  Ravages  over  che  whole  Nation.  How  jull- 
ly  it  has  been  reprefented  in  fuch  a  Light,  I  Ihall  leave  to 
this  Committee,  and  to  the  whole  World  without  Doors  to 
judge.  I  have  faid,  I  will  f'.y  it  again,  that  whatever  Ap- 
prehenfions  and  Terrors  People  may  have  been  brought  un- 
der, from  a  falfe  and  malicious  Reprefentation  of  what  they 
neither  did  nor  could  poffibly  know  or  underftand,  I  am 
firmly  perfuaded,  when  they  do  come  to  know  and  fully  to 
underftand  the  Scheme  which  I  have  now  had  the  Honour  to 
open  to  you,  they  will  viev/  it  in  another  Light  ;  and  that 
if  it  has  the  good  Fortune  to  be  approved  of  by  Parliament, 
and  comes  to  take  Effect,  the  People  will  foon  feel  the  iiap- 
py  Confequences  thereof;  and  when  they  feel  thofe  good 
EfFefts,  they  will  no  longer  ti)ink  thofe  People  their  Frieud.-^j 
who  have  fo  grofly  impofed  en  their  Underilandings. 

*  I  look  upon  it  as  a  mcft  innocent  Scheme  ;  I  am  con- 
vinced it  can  be  hurtful  to  none  but  Smugglers  and  unfair 
Traders ;  I  am  certain  it  will  be  of  grciu  Hencfit  and  Ad- 
S  '  z  ■^■'.'vHtage 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II.  Vantage  to  the  publick  Revenue  ;  and  if  I  had  thought  o- 
I  ,'— ,^"-'  f  therwife  of  it,  I  never  would  have  ventured  to  have  propof- 
ed  it  in  this  Place ;  therefore  I  fhall  now  beg  Leave  to  move 
that  it  may  be  refoivcfl.  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  the  Subudy  and  additional  Duty  upon  Tobacco 
of  the  Britifh  Plantations,  granted  by  an  Aft  of  the  1 2th 
of  King  Charles  II.  and  the  Impoft  thereon,  granted  by  an 
Aft  of  the  firll  of  King  James  II.  and  •alio  the  one  third 
Subfidy  thereon,  granted  by  an  Aft  of  the  2d  of  Queen 
Anne,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  5  id.  per  Pound,  for  feveral 
Terms  of  Years  in  the  faid  refpeftive  Afts  mention 'd,  and 
which  have  fince  been  continued  and  made  perpetual,  fub- 
jeft  to  Redemption  by  Parliament,  fhall  from  and  after  the 
24th  Day  of  June  1733,  ceafe  and  determine.' 

Sir  Robert  VValpole  having  thus  opened  and  explained  the 
Nature  of  the  Excife-Scheme,  Mr  Perry  anfwered  him  as 
follows  : 
Sir, 
Mr  Perry.  *  The  honourable  Gentleman  on  the  Floor  has  taken  up 

a  great  deal  of  the  Time  of  the  Committee,  in  fta.ing  a 
great  Number  and  Variety  of  Fafts,  and  in  drawing  Con- 
clufions  and  making  Calculations,  upon  the  Suppofition  that 
every  one  of  thofe  Fafts  was  exaftly  as  he  has  been  pleafed 
to  reprefent  them  to  us.     This  I  cannot  entirely  agree  with  * 
the  Gentleman  in,  for  if  all  thofe  Fafts  were  exaftly  as  he 
has  reprefented  them,  and  if  all  the  Computations  he  has  made 
upon  that  Suppofition  were  jufl,  that  Quantity  of  Tobacco, 
the  Duties  of  which  the  Publick  is  thereby -fuppofed  to    be 
entirely    defrauded  of,    would  amount   to  a  much  greater 
Quantity  of  Tobacco  yearly,  than  grows  in  the  whole  Coun- 
try from  which  we  fetch  that  Commodity.     I  did  not  expeft 
to  have  heard  fo  long  a  Detail  of  Fafts,  or  fo  many  parti- 
cular Computations :   I  do  not  think  it  at  all  neceffary  upon 
the  prefent  Occafion  ;  1  expefted  that  the  Gentleman  would 
have  taken  a  much  more  general  and  a  more  juft  Method  :  I 
thought  he  would  have  ftated  to  us  the  Quantity  of  Tobac- 
co yearly  imported,  the  Quantity  yearly  exported,  and  would 
have  given  us  the  bell  Proofs  that  could  be  found  for  jufli- 
fying  hio  Computations  in  that  Refpeft,  becaufe  from  thence 
every  Man  might  have  eafily  feen  what  Quantity  remained 
for  Home-Confumption,  and  what  Sum  of  Money  this  would 
have  yearly  brought  in,  if  the  Duties  had  been  all  regularly 
paid  ;    and   upon    comparing  that  v.'ith  what  thofe  Duties 
have  really  amounted  to  for  fome  Years  pafl,  we  might  have 
been  able  to  have  made  fome  Guefs  at  the  Value  of  the 
Frauds  that  have  been  committed,  and  at  the   Advantage 
that  may  accrue  to  the  Publick,  fuppofing  that  all  Frauds  had 
been  prevented  for  the  Time  to  come. 

This 
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•  This  is  the  proper  Way,  the  only  Way  of  coming  at  Anr.o  6.  Geo.  ii. 
any  Sort  of  certain  Knowledge  in  the  Affair  before  us,  but  I 
am  afraid  if  we  fhould  confider  it  in  this  Way,  we  fhouid 
find  that  the  Scheme  now  propofed  to  us  would  be  of  no 
fuch  mighty  Advantage  to  the  publick  Revenue  as  has  been 
reprefented,  even  fuppofmg  that  all  Frauds  were  for  the  fu- 
tuie  to  be  thereby  entirely  prevented  :  And  conlidering  that 
no  Method  of  Colkftion,  no  Pains  or  Penalties,  that  can  be 
contrived,  can  be  fuppofed  effeftual  for  preventing  every 
Fraud  that  may  hereafter  be  invented  and  iet  on  Foot  ;  we 
fhould  find  no  great  Temptation  for  agreeing  to  any  Scheme, 
by  which  the  Liberties  of  our  Country  may  be  brought  into 
the  leaft  Danger,  for  the  fake  of  any  Advantage  that  wc 
could  fuppofe  would  thence  accrue  to  the  publick  Revenue. 
That  there  are  Frauds  committed  in  the  Tobacco-Trade,  I 
fhall  never  pretend  to  deny,  I  make  no  manner  of  Doubt  but 
that  there  are  too  many  Frauds  committed  in  that  Trade, 
as  well  as  in  every  other  Branch  of  the  publick  Revenue  : 
But  upon  a  fair  State  of  the  Cafe,  I  am  fure  they  cannot 
amount  to  near  that  Value,  which  the  honourable  Gentleman 
has  been  pleafed  to  mention  ;  and  therefore  I  beg  Leave  to 
examine  a  little  thofe  particular  Frauds  and  Calculations 
which  have  been  mention'd  by  him.' 

Here  Mr  Perry  went  thro'  and  examin'd  all  the  Frauds 
that  had  been  mention'd,  and  all  the  Computations  that  had 
been  made,  more  particularly  as  to  the  Bonds,  then  went  on. 

*  Sir,  It  has  been  pretended,  that  the  Publick  has  fuf- 
tained,  and  are  ftill  in  Danger  of  fuftaining  great  Loffes  by 
the  Method  of  granting  Bonds  for  the  Duties  payable  upoa 
Tobacco :  This  I  had  before  heard  hinted  at  by  the  honou- 
rable Gentleman,  and  therefore  I  have  lately  had  a  Meeting 
with  feveral  of  the  Merchants  in  London  trading  in  Tobac- 
co :  We  have  examined  that  Affiir,  and  I  can  now  tell  that 
Gentleman,  that  I  have  it  in  Commiffion  from  them  to  pro- 
pofe,  that  if  the  Government  will  give  us  a  Difcount  but 
of  20,000 1.  we  will  give  undeniable  Security  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  all  the  Bonds  they  are  now  pofleffed  of,  which  are 
not  become  defperate  by  the  Bondiinen  being  already  gone 
oiF,  or  become  Bankrupts. 

'  As  to  that  Fraud  call'd  Socking,  it  has  been  already  dif- 
xover'd,  and  is,  I  hope,  prevented.  But  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  Merchants  difcover'd  it  firft,  the  Merchants  went 
and  complain'd  of  it  to  the  Commiffioncrs  of  the  Cuf- 
toms,  and  thcMerchants  join'd  and  affilled  the  Officers  of  the 
Cull:oms  in  putting  an  effev^ual  Stop  thereto.  This  I  mult 
know,  becaufe  I  had  the  Honour  to  go  at  the  Head  of 
ieveral  Merchants  trading  ia  Tobacco,  to  the  Commiflioncr* 
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of  the  Cuftoms,  to  requeft  of  them  that  we  might  be  al- 
lowed to  give  a  Gratuity  to  one  of  their  Officers,  who  had 
been  molt  inftrumental  in  the  detefting  and  preventing  of 
that  Fraud,  and  accordingly  I  myfelf  paid  that  Officer  a 
very  handfome  Sum  of  Money,  which  we  all  thought  his 
Diligence  and  Integrity  very  well  deferv'd. 

*  As  to  the  Frauds  committed  at  the  Weighing  of  the 
Tobacco  either  on  Importation  or  Exportation,  I  am  afraid 
they  are  too  frequent :  But  as  the  Tobacco  is  always  weighed 
upon  the  publick  Cuftom-Houfe  Keys,  where  Cuftom-Houfe 
Officers  fwarm  like  Bees  before  a  Hive  ;  and  as  there  mull 
be  two  or  three  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  attending  and  over- 
looking the  Weighing  of  every  Cask  of  Tobacco,  we  cannot 
fuppofe  that  thefe  Frauds  were  ever  fo  enormous  as  they  are 
reprefented  to  be  :  Whatever  Frauds  are  committed  in  that 
Way,  muft  be  either  by  Negleft  or  Collufion  of  the  Officers, 
and  I  cannot  fee  how  the  Scheme  now  propofed  to  us  will 
make  the  Officers,  either  of  the  Culloms  or  the  Excife,  more 
diligent  in  their  Duty,  or  more  faithful  in  their  Truft,  than 
they  were  heretofore.  As  to  the  Re-!anding  of  Tobacco 
after  it  has  been  enter'd  for  Exportation,  it  was  never  pre- 
tended that  this  was  praftifed  at  tiie  Port  of  London,  nor 
can  it  be  pretended  that  any  great  Quantities  of  fuch  To- 
bacco were  ever  confum'd  in  London :  This  is  a  Praftice 
that  may  perhaps  have  been  frequent  in  the  NoKthern  Parts 
cf  the  Ifland,  and  in  fome  diftant  Creeks  and  Corners  of 
the  Coaft  ;  and  while  there  is  fuch  a  vaft  Difproportion  be- 
tween the  prime  Coft  and  the  Duties  on  Tobacco,  I  mav 
prophecy,  that  in  fuch  remote  Places  this  will  alv^ays  be  a 
Praftice  :  It  could  not  be  prevented  by  ten  Times  the  Num- 
ber of  Officers  w'e  have,  even  tho'  we  had  a  much  more 
numerous  Army  to  fupport  them  than  we  have  at  prefent : 
And  as  for  the  ftripping,  cutting,  and  preffing  the  Stalks, 
and  the  Engine  that  has  been  invented  for  that  Purpofe,  if 
the  honourable  Gentleman  mentioned  it  as  a  Fraud,  or  as  a 
late  Difcovery,  he  miftakes  it  very  much  ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  no  Fraud,  nor  is  it  a  late  Difcovery  ;  it  is  a  Bufinefs 
that  has  been  openly,  honeftly,  and  publickly  carry'd  on  for 
many  Years  ;  it  is  a  Bufinefs  that  has  improv'd  our  Tobacco- 
Trade,  and  is  as  common  and  as  well  known  as  the  Bufinefs 
of  a  Woollen  or  a  Linnen-Draper. 

'  Permit  me  now  to  take  fome  Notice  of  the  Tobacco- 
Planters,  and  of  the  Hardfhips  they  are  laid  under  by  their 
Tobacco- Faftors,  who  are,  it  feems,  now  become  their  Lords 
and  Matters.  I  am  fure  none  of  them  ever  thought  of  com- 
plaining, 'till  they  were  put  upon  it  by  Letters  and  Appli- 
cations from  hence.  There  are  Hardfhips  in  all  Trade?, 
which  Men  muft  necelTarily  fubmit  to,  or  give  up  their 
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Bufinefs  ;  but  every  Man,  that  underftands  the  Tobacco-  Anno  e.^ceo.  11. 
Trade,  muft  fee  that  the  Hardihips  the  Fadlors  labour  under, 
are  by  much  the  moft  numeroas  and  the  moft  grievous ;  and 
if  this  Scheme  fhould  take  EfFeft,  they  will  become  (o  grie- 
vous, that  no  Man  would  be  able  to  continue  in  the  Trade  ; 
by  this  the  Planters  would  be  utterly  undone,  and  the 
Trade  quite  loft  to  tliis  Nation  ;  for  it  will  be  impoffible  for 
them  to  manage  their  Plancations,  or  to  fend  their  Produce 
to  Britain,  without  having  fome  coniiderablc  Merchants  fet- 
tled here,  to  fend  Ships  to  receive  the  lame  in  America,  to 
receive  and  difpofe  of  it  after  it  is  landed  here,  and  to  fupply 
them  with  ready  Money  'till  their  Tobacco  can  be  brought 
to  a  proper  Market.  As  to  the  Remonftrance,  mention'd  by 
the  honourable  Gentleman  to  have  been  lately  fent  over  by 
the  Tobacco-Planters,  I  know  it  was  obtained  by  Letters  fent 
from  hence,  and  I  believe  many  of  thofe  who  join'd  in  it, 
now  heartily  repent  of  what  they  have  done  ;  it  was  drawn 
up  in  Form  of  a  Petition  to  this  Houfe,  and  was  defigned 
to  have  been  prefented,  but  it  feems  the  Promoters  of  it 
have  thought  better  of  the  Matter :  However,  that  it  was 
obtained  in  the  unfair  Manner  I  have  reprefented,  I  am  now 
ready  to  prove  to  the  Conviftion  of  the  whole  World. 

'  This  then  being  the  Cafe,  as  the  Scheme  now  propofed 
to  us  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  of  any  great  Benefit  to  the 
publick  Revenue,  as  it  will  be  fo  far  from  being  an  Ad- 
vantage to  the  fair  Trader,  or  to  the  honeit  Planter,  that  it 
may  probably^ruin  both,  and  entirely  dellroy  our  Tobacco- 
Trade  ;  tho  I,  and  ail  honeft  Men,  and  I  defy  that  ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  I  defy  the  whole  World  to  reproach 
me  with  one  unfair  Practice  in  the  whole  Courfe  of  my  Life, 
I  fay,  tho'  I  and  all  honefl  Men  whh  from  our  Hearts  that 
Frauds  may  be  prevented  in  this,  as  v,cli  as  in  every  other 
Branch  of  the  publick  Revenue,  yet  1  cannot  give  my  Af- 
lent  to  a  Propofition  that  may  be  of  fo  dangerous  Confe- 
quence  ;  a  Propofition  which  I  look  upon  to  be  inconfiilent 
with  our  Conftitution  ;  I  am  convinced  it  would  prove  a 
moil  fatal  Stroke  to  the  Liberties  of  my  Country,  which 
will,  I  doubt  not,  be  made  plainly  appear  by  other  Gentle- 
men of  much  greater  Abilities  than  mine  :  And  to  every 
Man  who  has  a  Regard  for  his  Country,  or  for  the  People 
he  reprefents,  this  lalt  muft  be  a  fufHcient  Reafon  for  being 
againll  it,  even  tho'  it  were  otherwife  the  moft  beneficial 
Scheme  that  had  ever  been  propofed. 

'  Bat  fince  I  look  upon  my  being  a  Member  of  this 
Koufe,  as  the  greatcft  Glory  of  my  Life,  fmce  I  look  upon 
that  Day  on  which  I  was  chofe  one  of  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  City  of  London,  as  the  moft  aufpicious  Day  of  my 
whole  Life,  I  cannot  tamely  fit  ftill  and  hear  the  whole 
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Anne  6.  Cso.  11.  Body  of  the  Merchants  of  that  great  City  reprefented  by 
that  honourable  Gentleman  as  a  Pack  of  Rogues,  Smug- 
glers, and  unfair  Traders.  It  is  a  Treatment  they  no  way 
deferve,  it  is  a  very-  odd,  a  very  unkind  Sort  of  Treatment, 
and  fuch  a  Treatment  as  I  am  fure  they  never  will  forget, 
and  I  believe  never  will  forgive.' 

Sir  p.  Mea.ucn.  Sir  Paul  Methuen  fpoke  next. 
Sir, 
'  When  I  firft  heard  of  this  Scheme,  I  was  in  the  Coun- 
try, and  there  I  muft  fay  that  it  had  been  reprefented  in 
fuch  a  Light,  as  created  a  general  Diflike  to  it,  and  raifed 
great  Apprehenfions  in  the  Minds  of  moll  People.  It  was 
reprefented  as  a  Scheme  for  introducing  a  General  Extiie  j 
fuch  a  Scheme  I  own  I  would  not  allow  myfelf  to  think 
was  contrived  or  approved  of  by  any  Gentleman  in  the  Ad- 
miniftration  ;  I  did  imagine,  that  all  chofe  in  the  Admi- 
nillration  were  very  well  convinced,  that  a  General  Excife 
was  what  the  People  of  England  would  never  quietly  fubmit 
to,  and  therefore  did  not  believe  that  any  of  them  would 
ever  countenance  a  Scheme  which  had  the  leaft  Tendency 
that  Way.  But  now,  after  having  heard  it  open'd,  and 
fully  explained,  by  the  honourable  Gentleman  on  the  Floor, 
I  cannot  but  think  that  it  is  a  wide  Step  towards  eftablifli- 
ing  a  General  Excife,  and  therefore  I  mull  be  excufed  af- 
fenting  to  it. 

'  How  far  it  relates  to  Trade,  with  which  it  certainly 
has  a  very  ciofe  Connexion,  I  fliall  leave  to  be  explained  by 
others  more  converfant  in  thofe  Affairs  ;  nor  vvill  I  take 
upon  me  to  fay  how  far  it  may  be  a  Remedy  for  the  Frauds 
mention'd  by  the  honourable  Gentleman ;  but  there  is 
another  Concern  which  I  fhall  always,  while  I  have  the 
Honour  to  fit  in  this  Houfe,  have  a  particular  Eye  to,  and 
that  is,  the  Liberty  of  my  Country.  The  Danger  with 
which  this  Scheme  feems  to  threaten  the  Liberty  of  many 
of  my  Fellow-Siibjefts,  is  alone  of  fufficient  Force  to  make 
me  give  my  Negative  to  the  Qucftion.  Let  Gendemen  but 
refleifl,  let  them  but  call  their  Eyes  back  on  the  feveral 
Laws  that  have  been  made  fince  the  Revolution,  they  will 
there  find,  that  there  has  been  already  more  Power  veiled 
in  the  Crown,  than  may  be  thoug'it  altogether  confiltent 
with  the  Conftitution  of  a  fr^'e  Country  ;  and  therefore,  I 
hope  this  Houfe  will  never  think  of  adding  to  that  Power, 
which  there  may  be  fome  Ground  to  fufped  is  already  too 
far  extended. 

*  The  Lavvs  of  Excife  have  always  been  look'd  upon  as 
moft  grievous  to  the  Subjeft :  All  thofe  already  fubjeded  to 
fuch  Laws,  are,  in  my  Opinion,  fo  far  depriv'd  of  their 
Liberty  ;   and  iince  by  this  Scheme,  a  great  many  more  of 
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Kis  Majefty's  faithful  Subjefts  are  to  be  fubje£led  to  thofe  ^""1,^;^.^ ;°-  ^• 
arbitrary  Laws,  let  the  Advantages  accruing  to  the  Publick 
from  it  be  never  fo  great  or  fo  many,  they  will  be  pur- 
chafed  at  too  dear  a  Rate,  if  they  are  purchafed  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  the  Liberty  of  the  meaneft  of  his  Majeity's  Subjefts; 
for  even  the  meaneft  Man  in  the  Nation  has  as  natural  and 
as  good  a  Right  to  his  Liberty,  as  the  greateft  Man  in  this 
br  in  any  other  Kingdom. 

'  Let  us  but  take  a  View  of  the  neighbouring  Nations 
in  Europe,  they  \vere  all  once  free  ;  the  People  of  every  one 
of  them  had  once  as  many  Liberties  and  Privileges  to  boaft 
of  as  we  have  now  ;  but  at  prefent  they  are  moft  of  them 
reduced  to  a  State  of  Slavery,  they  have  no  Liberty,   no 
Property  or  Law,  nor  any  Thing  they  can  depend  on.     Let 
us  examine  their  Hillones,   let  us  inquire  into  the  Methods 
by  which  they  are  deprived  of  their  Liberties,  and  we  Ihall 
jfind  a  very  near  Refemblance  between  thofe  Methods  and 
the  Scheme  now  propofed  tO  uS.     Almoft  in  every  Country 
in  the  World,  the  Liberties  of  the  People  have  been  de- 
llroy'd,   under    Pretence  of  preferving  or   of  refcuing  the 
People  from  fome  great  Evil,  to  which  it  was  pretended  they 
were  expofed:   This  is  the  very  Cafe  now  before  us,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Crown  to  prevent  fome  little  Frauds,  pretended 
to  have  been  committed  in  the  ancient  Method  of  collecting 
the  publick  Revenue,   it  is  propofed  to   us  to  put  fuch  a 
Power  in  the  Hands  of  the  Crown,  as  may  enable  fome  fu- 
ture Prince  to  enflave  the  whole  Nation.     This  is  really  the 
Light  in  which  this  Scheme  appears  to  me  ;  but  to  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  who  propoled  it  to  us,  I  am  perfuaded 
it  appears  in  a  quite  different  Light,  othervvife  I  am  certaia 
he  would  never  have  propofed  it  to  this  Committee.    How- 
ever, fmce  the  Generality  of  the  Nation  have  already  fliewn 
a  great  Diflike  to  it ;  I  therefore  hope  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman may  be  prevailed  on  to  delay  it  'till  another  Seflicn 
of  Parliament  ;    in  fuch  a  Delay  there  can  be  no  Danger, 
there  can  be  no  great  Lofs  to  the  Publick  ;  more  efpecially 
fmce  the  Money,   to  be  thereby  raifed,  is  not  fo  much  as 
propofed  to  be   applied  to  the  current  Service  of  the  prefent 
Year  :    If  it  be  delay'd  till  another  Seffipn  of  Parliament, 
Gentlemen  will  then  have  Time  to  confider   it  fully,  and  td 
confult  with  their  Conftituents  about  it  ;  by  that  Time   it 
may  poflibly  appear  in   a  quite  different   Light  both  to  me 
and  to   many  other  Gentlemen,    without   Doors  as  well  as 
within  ;   and  then,  if  upon  Examination  it  appears  to  be  as 
good  a  Thing  as  fome  Gentlemen  now  feem  to  believe,  it 
will,   without  Doubt,  be   approved  of  by  the  Generality  of 
thofe  without,  as  well  at  hv  the  Majority  of  thofe  within. 
V^  0  L.  II.  '  ')■  t  '  But 
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Anno  6.  Goo.  II.  *  But  I  hope  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  have  now  fo  good  an 
Opinion  of  the  Scheme,  wiil  not  think  of  thrufting  it  down 
People's  Throats,  when  they  fee  that  the  Generality  of  the 
Nation  have  an  Opinion  of  it  quite  different  from  what  they 
have  ;  fuch  a  Refolution,  fuch  an  Attempt  might  produce 
Confequences  which  I  tremble  to  think  of :  and  this  is  ano- 
ther Motive  which  is  of  great  Weight  with  me  ;  I  have  the 
Honour  to  know  his  Majefty,  his  Royal  Perfon  I  have  for- 
merly had  the  Honour  to  approach,  and  I  know  him.  to  be 
a  Prince  of  fo  much  Goodnefs,  that  were  this  Scheme  re- 
prefented  in  this  Light  to  him,  he  never  would  approve  of 
it  ;  to  him  it  will  always  be  a  fufficient  Reafon  againft  any 
Propofition,  that  the  Generality  of  his  People  have  fhewn 
their  Diflike  to  it :  I  love  his  Majefty,  I  have  a  fincere  and 
a  dutiful  Refpeft  for  him  and  all  his  Royal  Family  ;  and 
therefore  I  ihall  always  be  afraid  of  any  Thing  that  may 
alienate  the  Affedions  of  many  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  Sub- 
jefts,  which  I  believe  would  be  the  certain  Confequence  of 
the  prefent  Eftablilhment  of  this  Scheme  ;  for  which  Reafons, 
if  the  Queftion  be  now  puflied,  I  Ihall  moft  heartily  give 
my  Negative  to  it.' 

Sir  p.  Yorke.  Then  Sir  Philip  Yorke  *  fpoke  as  follows  : 

Sir, 
*  After  the  honourable  Gentleman  near  me  had  open'd  to 
the  Committee,  in  a  Manner  fo  full  and  fo  clear,  a  Scheme 
which  had  met  with  fo  unfair  and  fo  ungenerous  a  Treat- 
ment, before  thofe  who  treated  it  fo  could  know  any  Thing 
about  it,  I  little  expedled  that  the  honourable  Gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft,  or  any  Gentleman  in  this  Committee,  could 
be  fo  far  deceived,  as  to  have  taken  it  in  the  Light  they  do. 
In  my  Opinion,  the  Debate  is  now  put  upon  a  Footing  very 
different  from  what  it  ought  to  be  :  What  can  the  Affair 
now  before  us  have  to  do  with  our  Conftitution  ?  There  is 
nothing,  there  can  be  nothing  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  Propo- 
fition made  by  my  honourable  Friend,  that  can  in  the  leaft 
tend  towards  incroaching  on  our  Conftitution,  or  towards 
affecling  the  Liberty  of  the  Subjed.  The  only  Confideration 
at  prefent  before  us  is,  Whether  we  fhall  allow  thofe  grofs 
Frauds  and  Abufes,  formerly  committed  in  the  Tobacco- 
Trade,  to  be  ftill  carry'd  on  witji  Impunity,  or  accept  of  a 
Remedy  which,  by  effectually  preventing  thefe  Frauds  for 
the  future,  v,'ill  confiderably  improve  the  publick  Revenue, 
will  be  of  great  Advantage  to  the  fair  Trader,  and  of  fmgu- 
iar  Ufe  and  Benefit  to  the  whole  Nation  ? 

'  This 

•  Then  Attorney  Ce-.-eral  i  Jppcinted  Lord  Chief  Julfice   of  the    Kvi^  'i 
£•:>::'.',  and  crsatid  a,  FeO)  the  Later  Et.d  of  the  lear,  1-^.3. 
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*  This  is  the  plain  Queftion  now  before  us,  and  if  it  be  Annoe.  Geo.  11. 
confider'd  in  its  proper  Light,  without  confounding  it  with 
other  Matters  with  which  it  has  no  Manner  of  Relation,  I 
am  fure  it  cannot  admit  of  any  Debate,  The  honourable 
Gentleman,  in  opening  this  Affair  to  us,  made  it  fo  manifeft 
that  there  have  been  great  Frauds  committed  in  that  Branch 
of  Trade  ;  and  that  the  preventing  of  thofe  Frauds  would 
be  a  great  Improvement  to  the  publick  Revenue,  that  what 
he  advanced  on  that  Head  has  not  been  oppofed  or  contra- 
didted  :  And  this  Houfe  has  been  upon  all  Occafiions  fo  very 
carefal  of  the  publick  Revenues,  and  has  been  always  fo 
ready  to  agree  to  any  Meafures  for  preventing  Abufes  in  the 
collefting  of  them,  that  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
Diflike,  which  appears  againft  the  Remedy  now  propofed, 
muil  proceed  from  fome  other  Motives  than  Gentlemen  are 
willing  to  own. 

*  It  is  certain,  that  by  the  Frauds  and  Abufes  that  are 
committed  in  this  Branch  of  the  Revenue,  not  only  the  Pub- 
lick is  cheated  of  what  is  due  to  them,  but  likewife  every 
private  Confumer  is  moll:  grofly  impofed  on,  for  he  pays 
the  fame  Price  as  if  the  Duties  had  aftually  been  paid  to 
the  Publick  :  He  pays  a  high  Price  for  what  he  confumes, 
but  then  he  has  this  for  his  Comfort,  that  he  thinks  a  great 
Part  of  that  high  Price  goes  towards  the  publick  Good  of 
his  Country ;  but  in  all  fraudulent  Trade  he  is  impofed  on, 
the  high  Price  he  pays,  goes  every  Farthing  of  it  into  the 
Pocket  of  the  fraudulent  Dealer.  This  then  being  plainly 
the  Cafe,  I  fliould  think  that  the  Gentlemen,  who  op- 
pofe  this  Scheme,  ought  to  endeavour  to  fhews  us,  that  no 
fuch Frauds,  as  are  pretended,  have  been  committed  ;  or  that 
they  are  fo  inconiiderable  that  they  are  not  worth  minding  ; 
or  that  what  is  propofed  would  be  no  Sort  of  Remedy  for 
them  :  But  upon  the  prefent  Queftion,  to  talk  of  our  Confli- 
tution  feems  really  to  me  to  be  a  Sort  of  Infmuation,  as  if 
Frauds  in  the  coJlefting  of  the  publick  Revenue  were  be- 
come a  Part  of  our  Conilitution  ;  and  that  whoever  attempts 
to  remedy  them,  muft  attempt  fomething  againft  our  Confti- 
tution  :  And  as  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Subjeft,  it  is  not 
poffible  for  me  to  find  out  any  Liberty  that  can  be  ftruck  at 
by  the  Scheme  now  before  us,  but  the  Liberty  of  Smug- 
gling ;  for  as  to  National  Liberty,  as  to  that  Liberty  which 
has  always  been,  and  I  hope  always  will  be  the  Glory 
of  the  People  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  it  is  certain  that  our 
publick  Revenues  are  its  greateft  Security :  How  then 
can  that  Scheme  be  faid  to  tend  towards  the  deftroying  of 
Liberty,  v/hich  fo  evidently  tends  towards  the  Improvement 
of  that  upon  which  our  Liberty  manifeftly  depends  ? 

T  t  2    .  *  As 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  H.       <  As  to  the  railing  Clamours  and  Difaffeftion  among  his 
Majefty's  faithful  Subjefts,  there  can  be  no  Reafon  for  appre- 
hending any  fuch  Thing  from  the  Scheme  now  propofed  to 
us ;  whatever  Clamours  may  have  been  unjuflly  raifed   by 
ill-defigning  Men  againft  the  Scheme  before   it  was  known, 
wUl  certainly  all  vanifh  as  foon  as  it  comes  to  be  publickly 
known  that  there  never  was    any  Thing  intended  by  the 
Scheme,  but  only  to  enable  the  Publick  to  receive  thole  Du- 
ties they  are  already  by  Law  intitled  to  ;  and  to  prevent  the 
fair  Trader's  being  undone  by  Rogues  and  Smugglers :  So 
that  one  ftrong  Argument  with  me  for  agreeing  to  the  Scheme 
is,  that  by  carrying  it    into  Execution,  and  thereby  fhewing 
to  every  Man  what  it  really  is,  thofe  ill-grounded  Clamours, 
which  have  been  raifed  by  the  Enemies  of  the  Government, 
jnay  be  allay'd  ;  and  may  be  made  appear  to   be  at  laft  as 
groundlefs  as  they  were  at  firll  malicious.     Befides,  as  one  of 
the  chief  Things  intended  by  this  Scheme,  is  the  Relief  of 
the  Landed  Intereft,  it  muft  contribute  towards  eftablifhing 
his  Majefty  and  his  Government  in  the  Hearts  and  Affeftions 
of  all  the   Landed  Gentlemen  in  England,  when  they  fee 
themfelves  fo  confiderably  relieved  as  to  a  Tax,  which  they 
have  been  charged  with  for  a  great  many  Years  ;  and   that 
without  loading  them,  or  any  of  their  Fcllow-Subjefts,  with 
any  new  Tax  whatever,  or  obliging  one  honeil   Man  in  the 
Kingdom  to  contribute  a  Farthing  to  the  publick  Charge 
more  than  he  did  before  :  This  mull:  fecure  to   his  Majelty 
the  AfFeftions  of  all  honeft  Men,  and  it  will  greatly  improve 
our  Charafter  among  our  Foreign  Neighbous ;  for  when  they 
fee   that  the  Government  may  be  fupported  in  Times  of 
Peace,  without  the  Affiftance  of  that   Impofition  which  is 
yearly  raifed  upon  the   Landholders  of  Great-Britain,    they 
will  be  careful  of  giving  us  any  Diflurbance  or  Offence  ;  they 
will  all  fee  that  we  have  a   Fund  in  Referve,  ready  at  all 
Times,  and  fufHcient  for  fupporting  a  moil  heavy  and  expen- 
five  War. 

'  As  to  the  Severity  of  the  Laws  of  Excife,  I  am  furpriz'd 
to  hear  Gentlemen  talk  i'o  much  of  it  as  they  do.  They 
talk  of  thofe  Laws  as  if  there  were  fomething  in  them  moft 
fmgularly  fevere,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  Laws  of  the 
Cuitoms  are  in  many  Cafes  as  fevere  as  thofe  of  the  Excife, 
and  the  Powers  granted  by  the  former  are,  in  moll  Cafes,  as 
extenfive  as  thofe  granted  by  the  latter :  An  Officer  of  the 
Cuftoms  has,  in  many  Cafes,  a  Power  of  entering  the  Houfe 
of  any  Subjeft  in  Britain  ;  this  is  a  Power  that  is  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  be  given,  and  will  always  be  neceffary  as  long 
as  we  have  any  Duties  to  be  levy'd  ;  it  is  a  Power  they  have 
had  for  many  Years,  and  yet  it  never  has  been,  I  hope  it 
»ever  will   be  abufed  i  if  ever  it  fhould,    the  Parliament 

would, 
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would,  without  Doubt,  feverely  chaftife  that  Officer  that  *""°4j,^/"'  "• 
committed  fuch  an  Abule,  or  thofe  Commiffioners  who  dared 
to  encourage  him  in  the  committing  of  any  fuch  Abufe. 
In  this  therefore  the  Laws  of  the  Excife  are  no  more  fevere 
than  the  Laws  of  the  Culloms,  and  in  moll  other  Cafes  we 
Ihall  find  them  pretty  much  the  fame  with  refpeft  to  Severi- 
ty ;  for  which  Reafon  I  could  not  but  be  fiirprifed  to  hear 
the  honourable  Gentleman,    who  fpolce  laft,  fay,    *  That  he 

*  thought  all  thofe  who  were  fubjeft  to  the  Laws  of  Excife 

*  were  downright  Slaves,  and  were  entirely  deprived  of  their 
'  Liberty  :'  I  believe  that  moll  of  thofe  People,  wiio  are  fub- 
je6l  to  the  Laws  of  Excife.  look  upon  themfelves  to  be  as 
free,  and  enjoy  as  much  Liberty,  as  aiiy  other  of  his  Maje- 
fty's  Subjefts. 

*  One  of  the  great  Complaints  againft  this  Scheme  is,  I 
find,  that  it  will  greatly  increafe  the  Number  of  Excife- 
Officers  ;  a  new  Army  of  Excifemen,  it  is  faid,  muft  be 
raifed  for  the  Execution  of  this  Scheme,  and  this  may  be  of 
dangerous  Confequence  to  our  Liberties  :  But  how  little 
Weight  there  is  in  this  Argument,  I  leave  to  every  Gentle- 
man to  judge  ;  the  whole  Number  propofed  to  be  added  is 
not  above  126  Officers  ;  and  granting  that  there  were  to  be 
150,  is  this  Nation  to  be  enflaved  by  150  little  Excifemen  ? 
In  this  there  is  really  fomething  fo  ridiculous,  that  I  am  al- 
moft  afiiam'd  to  mention  it. 

'  Another  Objeftion  is,  'That  thereby  a  great  manyPeople 
'  will  befubjeded  to  be  try'd  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife, 

*  or  by  Commiffioners  of  Appeal,  who  are  entirely  dependent 

*  on  the  Crown,  and  removeable  at  Pleafure  :'  But  this  Ob- 
jeftion  is,  I  think,  entirely  removed,  by  making  the  Appeal 
to  three  Judges  in  Wellminfter-Hall,  who  are  all  Judges  for 
Life,  and  are  confequently  entirely  independent  on  the 
Crown.    To  this  t!;e  Gentlemen  anfwer,  '  That,  even  before 

*  thofe  Judges,  the  Subjed  is  not  to  be  try'd  by  a  Jury,'  and 
this  is  loudly  complained  of,  as  if  the  fubjcdling  of  Englifli- 
men  to  any  Trial  but  that  by  a  Jury,  were  a  great  Innova- 
tion, and  a  dangerous  Encroachment  upon  our  Conllitution. 
I  own  that  by  the  Great  Charter,  by  one  of  tiie  Fundamen- 
tal Articles  of  our  Conllitution,  every  Englifliman  is  to  be 
try'd  by  his  Peers ;  but  has  not  the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation 
found  it  neceffary  to  admit  of  many  Exceptic.ns  to  this  gene- 
ral Rale  ;  we  have  feveral  of  cur  moll  eminent  Courts, 
which  are  in  every  Method  of  their  Proceeding  an  Exception 
to  this  Rule;  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  we  liave  no  Trials 
by  Juries  ;  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  we  have  na 
I'rials  by  Juries  ;  and  in  many  particular  Cafes  it  i;;  ordcr'd, 
that  the  Affair  fliall  be  try  d  in  the  moll  fummary  Way  with- 
out any  Jury :  In  all  thefe  Cafes  the  V/'ifdom  of  the  Nation 

found 
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Anno  6.  Ceo.  II,   found  it  nccefTaiy  to  depart  from  the  general  Rule  eflablifhed 
'"'-  55-        jjy  jjjg  Great  Charter,  and  therefore  they  altered  the  Method 
of  Trial ;  Why  fhould  not  the  Legiflature  now  do  the  fame  ? 
Is  not  their  Power  the  fame  ?  And   if  they  fee  good  Reafon 
for  it  in  the  prefent  Cafe  ought    not  they  to  do  it  ?  What- 
ever is  done  by  the  Wifdom  of  Parliament  becomes  a  Part 
of  our  Conftitution  ;  and  whatever  new  Method  of  Trial  is 
thereby  introduced,  becomes  from  thenceforth  as  much  a 
Part  of  our  Conftitution  as  ever  the  old  one  was. 
'      *  Now,  if  ever  there  was  a  Reafon  in  any  Cafe  for  al- 
tering the  ancient  Method  of  Trial  by  Jury,  I  am  fure  there 
is  a  very  ftrong  Reafon  for  altering  it  with  regard  to  Trials 
concerning  the  Revenue  :  Every  Gentleman,  who  has  been 
the  leaft  converfant  in  the  Courts  of  Weltminller-Hall,  well 
knows  the  Partiality  of  Juries  in  Favour  of  thofe,  who  are 
fued  by  the  Crown  for  any  Frauds  in  the  publick  Revenue  ; 
I  could  give  many  Inftances  of  it,  but  I  ihall  mention  only 
one.      \_Here  he  informed  the  Houfe  of  the  Cafe.'\     The  De- 
fendant in  this  Cafe  was  one  of  the  moft  famous  and  the 
moft  notorious  Smugglers  in  the  whole  Country,  he   had 
often  been   try'd  for  fuch  Praftices,  and  though  he  had  al- 
ways before  efcaped,  yet  it  was  thought  impoffible  he  fhould 
then  get  off;  I  had  then  the  Honour  to  ferve  the  Crown, 
and  fo  muft  very  well  remember  the  Trial  ;  the  Evidence 
againft  him  was  fo  very  full  and  clear,  that  I  believe  there  was 
not  a  Man  in  the  Court,  except  thofe  on  the  Jury,  who 
were  not  fully  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  the  Evidence  given 
againft  him ;  he  was,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  every 
other  Man  prefent,  fully  convidled  of  what  he  was  accufed 
of;   yet  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  thought  fit  to  bring  in 
a  Verdifl  in  his  Favour  :  So  that  really  the  Crown  can  never 
pretend  to  prevent  Smuggling  or  unfair  Trading,  as  long  as 
the  Trials  are  to  be  for  the  moft  Part  by  Juries ;  and  where 
3t  becomes  neceffary  to  alter  the  Method  of  Trial,  the  altering 
it  in  that  new  Cafe  can  no  more  be  faid  to  be  an  Innovation 
or  an  Incroachment   on  our  Conftitution,  than  the  altering 
of  it  formerly  in  another  Cafe  was. 

•  In  fhort,  I  have  as  great  a  Value  for  the  Liberty  of 
my  Fellow-Subjefts  as  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  ;  I  fhall 
always  be  ready  to  appear  for  the  Liberties  of  my  Country, 
whenever  I  fee  them  in  any  Manner  attacked  :  But  as  Li- 
berty does  not  at  all  enter  into  the  prefent  Qucftion,  it  is 
needlefs  to  make  any  Declarations  about  it,  or  to  have  it 
any  wife  under  our  Ccnfideration  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  be 
very  ready  to  give  my  AlTent  to  the  Motion  made  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman  near  me.' 

Sir  Philip  Yorke  having  done  fpeaking,  Sir  Paul  Methuen 
f>ood  up  pgain  and  fpokt  as  follows  : 

vir. 
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Sir,  Anno  6.  Geo,  II. 

'  I  rife  up  only  to  explain  myfelf  as  to  one  Particular,  /l^^l^'j 
in  which  the  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  over  the  sir  p.  Methuen. 
Way,  for  whom  I  have  a  very  great  Refpeft,  feems  to  have 
miltaken  me,  or  rather  has  mifreprefented  what  I  faid  ;  for 
I  did  not  fay,  that  thofe  who  are  now  fubjeft  to  the  Laws 
of  Excife  are  downright  Slaves,  or  that  they  are  totally 
depriv'd  of  their  Liberty  :  I  ftiould  be  forry  if  any  fuch 
Thing  could  be  faid  of  any  Man,  that  has  the  leaft  Pretence 
to  call  himfelf  a  Subjedl  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  I  faid  that 
thofe,  who  are  fubjeded  to  the  Laws  of  Excife,  are,  fo  far 
as  they  are  fubjedled  to  fuch  Laws,  depriv'd  of  their  Li- 
berty :  They  are  deprived  of  a  Part  of  their  Liberty,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  faid  to  be  as  free  as  any  other  of  his 
Majefty's  Subjedls,  This  is  ilill  my  Opinion,  and  if  thofe, 
who  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  Laws  of  Ex- 
cife, were  to  be  asked  the  Queftion,  Whether  they  think 
themfelves  as  free  in  all  Cafes,  as  thofe  who  are  fubjeft  to 
no  fuch  Laws  ?  I  believe  there  is  not  one  of  them  but  would 
anfwer.  No.' 

Sir  John  Barnard  fpoke  next :  |«  sir  j.  Banui<i. 

Sir,  " 

*  I  find  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  opened  this 
Scheme  to  tlie  Committee,  [5;>  Robert  Walpole.'\  and  the 
learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke  fince,  \Sir  Philip  Torke\ 
make  great  Complaints  of  fome  People's  having  grofly  and 
malicioufly  mifreprefented  their  Scheme,  before  thofe  mali- 
cious Perfons  knew  what  it  was.  For  my  Part,  I  happen  to 
be  of  a  very  different  Way  of  thinking  ;  for  tho'  I  am  far 
from  thinking  that  the  Scheme,  as  now  open'd  to  us,  is  the 
very  fame  with  what  it  was  when  firll  formed  ;  yet,  even  as 
it  is  now  opened,  it  is  fuch  a  Scheme,  in  my  Opinion,  as 
cannot,  even  by  Malice  itfelf,  be  reprefented  to  be  worfe 
than  it  really  is.  Now  thr.t  I  know  it ;  now  that  I  fee  what 
it  is,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  Scheme  that  will  be  attended 
with  all  thofe  bad  Confequences,  that  ever  were  apprehended 
from  it  before  it  was  known  ;  and  I  plainly  forefee,  that 
it  will  produce  none  of  thofe  good  EfFefts,  which  Gentlemen 
have  been  pleafed  to  entertain  us  with  the  Hopes  of:  They 
have,  indeed,  gilded  the  Pill  a  little,  but  the  Compofition 
within  is  ftill  the  fame  ;  and  if  the  People  of  England  be 
obliged  to  fwallow  it,  they  will  find  it  as  bitter  a  Pill  as- 
ever  was  fwallow'd  by  them  fince  they  n  ere  a  People. 

*  The  learned  Gentleman  was  plenfcd  to  fay  that  he  was 
of  Opinion,  that  the  Oppofition  to  this  wicked  Scheme,  for 
fo  I  muft  call  it,  proceeded  from  other  Motive^  than  Gentle- 
men are  willing  to  own.  I  do  not  know  what  Motives  he 
can  mean  •  But  I  am  perfuaded.,  that  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II.  propofc  thls  Scheme,  have  fome  fecret  Views,  which  it  \yon\d 
'^^^"-'  t  neither  be  convenient  or  fafe  for  them  to  own  in  this  Place  ; 
for  as  to  any  Reafons  or  Views,  which  may  be  openly  avow'd 
for  the  propofing  of  this  Scheme,  I  know  of  none,  but  that 
of  preventing  the  Frauds  that  may  be  committed  in  that 
Branch  of  the  Revenue  now  under  our  Confideration  :  And 
that  it  will  not  anfwer  that  Purpofe,  has  been  made  plainly 
appear  by  my  worthy  Brother  near  me  ;  [Mr  Perry'] 
but  granting  that  this  Scheme  fliould  anfWer  fuch  a  Purpofe, 
if  the  Laws  now  in  being,  duly  executed,  are  fufficient  to 
anfwer  that  Purpofe,  what  NecefTity  is  there  for  applying 
this  new,  this  defperate  Remedy,  a  Remedy  which  is  cer- 
tainly much  vvorfe  than  the  Difeafe  ?  But  before  I  proceed 
iir  J.  Barnard  ^ny  farther,  I  fhall  defire  that  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
co^mm'ifiioncrs  of    Cuftoms,   who  are  attending  at  the  Door,  may  be  called 

the  Cuftoms  mi.?.ht  .  , 
be  called  in,  which  m. 
beinp  agreed  to,  i-       i  11     i    •  1  i      • 

they  are  cxamin'd  "Yhc  Commiiuoners  Were  accordingly  Called  in,  and  bemg 
cf  the  Frauds  in  aficcd  by  Sir  John  Barnard,  What  they  thought  the  Value 
TradcT^"°"  of  the  Frauds  committed  in  the  Tobacco-Trade  might 
amount  to  one  Year  with  another  ?  Their  Anfwer  was.  That 
they  had  never  made  any  Computation  :  But  one  of  them 
faid.  That  by  a  Computation  he  had  made  only  to  fatisfy 
his  o'.*<n  private  Curiofity,  he  believed  the  Frauds  come  to 
their  Knowledge,  might  amount  to  30  or  40,000!.  per' 
Annum,  one  Year  with  another.  Then  Sir  John  Barnard 
aflc'd  them,  Whether  it  was  their  Opinion,  that  if  the  Of- 
ficers of  the  Cuftoms  performed  their  Duty  diligently  and 
faithfully,  it  would  not  effcftually  prevent  all,  or  moll  of  the 
Frauds  that  could  be  committed  in  the  Tobacco-Trade  ?  To 
which  they  anfwer'd.  That  it  was  their  Opinion  it  would. 
Then  he  afic'd  them  farther.  Whether  it  was  their  Opinion^ 
that  if  the  CommifTioners  of  the  Cuftoms  had  the  fame 
Power  over  their  Ofhcers,  as  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Ex- 
cife  have  over  theirs,  it  would  not  contribute  a  great  deal 
towards  making  them  more  faithful  in  the  Difeharge  of 
their  Duty  than  they  now  are  ?  To  this  their  Anfwer  was. 
That  they  believed  it  would.  After  this,  the  Commif* 
lioners  being  withdrawn.  Sir  John  Barnard  proceeded  thus  : 

Sir, 
*  I  now  leave  it  to  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  tQ 
confider,  what  real  Pretence  can  be  form'd  for  introducing 
fuch  a  dangerous  Scheme,  as  what  has  been  propofed  to  us ; 
Tlie  only  Pretence  I  have  yet  heard  made  ufe  of  is,  the 
preventing  of  Frauds,  by  which,  fay  they,  the  fair  Trader 
will  be  encouraged,  and  the  Revenue  encreafed  :  But  now 
you  fee,  that  it  is  the  Opinion,  even  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Cuftoms,  that,  by  a  due  Execution  of  the  Laws  now  in 
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Being,  all  or  moft  of  thole  Frauds  may  be  efFedlually  prevent-  Anno  6.  Geo.  n. 
ed  ;  and  I  am  fure,  if  they  can  be  prevented  by  the  Laws  in 
Being,  the  preventing  of  them  by  that  Method  will  contribute 
much  more  to  the  lucreafe  of  the  publick  Revenue,  and  to 
the  Encouragement  of  the  fair  Trader,  than  the  preventing 
of  them  by  Means  of  the  dangerous  Scheme  now  propofed  to 
us.  I  now  leave  it  to  the  whole  World  to" judge,  who  are 
they  that  have  fecret  Motives  which  they  are  not  willing  to 
own  ;  which  they  dare  not  own  ;  Whether  it  be  thofe  who 
are  the  Propoi'ers  and  Promoters  of  this  Scheme,  or  thofe  who 
are  the  Oppofers  of  it  ? 

*  The  learned  Gentleman  feemed  to  be  furprifed  how  our 
Conftitution,  or  the  Liberties  of  our  Country  came  to  be 
brought  in  to  the  prefent  Debate  :  He  faid,  *  He  thought  they 
*  had  no  Manner  of  Concern  in  the  prelent  Queftion.'  I  am 
forry  to  differ  from  a  Gentleman  who,  by  his  Profeffion, 
ought,  who  certainly  does  underlland  the  Nature  of  our  Con- 
ftitution, as  well  as  any  Man  in  England  ;  but  I  am  of  Opi- 
nion, that  the  ConlHtution  of  our  Government,  and  the  Li- 
berty of  theSubjeft,  was  never  more  nearly  or  more  immedi- 
ately concerned  in  any  Queflion,  than  they  are  in  the  prefent; 
they  are  both  fo  deeply  concerned,  that  their  Prefervation  or 
their  total  Overthrow  depends  entirely  upon  the  Succefs  of 
the  Scheme  now  under  Confideration :  If  the  Scheme  fuc- 
ceeds,  they  mull:  tumble  of  courfe  ;  if  the  Scheme  is  defeat- 
ed, they  may  be  preferved  :  I  hope  they  will  be  preferved 
'till  Time  Ihall  be  no  more.  But  I  mult  fay,  that  the  learned 
Gentleman,  and  every  Gentleman  who  appears  as  an  Ad- 
vocate for  the  Scheme  now  propofed  to  us,  is  much  in  the 
Right  to  keep,  if  they  can,  the  Conftitution  and  the  Liber- 
ties of  their  Country  out  of  the  Debate  ;  it  is  from  thence 
that  the  principal  Arguments  are  to  be  formed  againft  their 
Scheme  ;  it  is  from  thence  that  fuch  Arguments  may  be  form'd 
againft  it,  as  muft  appear  unanfwerable  to  every  Man  who 
has  a  Regird  for  either. 

'  The  Gentleman  tells  us,  *  That  there  are  but  120,  or 
'  150  Excife-Officers,  bcfides  Warehoufe-Keepers,  to  be  ad- 
'  ded  by  the  Scheme  now  before  us  ;■"  and  this  additional 
Number  they  feem  to  make  a  Ridicule  of  ;  but  confidering 
the  Swarms  of  Tax-Gatherers  we  have  already  ellablifli'd, 
this  fmall  Number,  as  they  call  it,  is  no  trivial  Matter  ; 
and  I  would  be  glad  to  know  from  thofe  Gentlemen,  what 
they  call  Warehoufe-Keepers,  and  what  Number  of  them 
may  be  necelTary  ?  I  hope  they  will  allow,  that  a  Warchoufe- 
Keeper  appointed  by  theTreal'ury,and  paid  by  the  Treafury, 
is  an  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  as  much  as  any  other  Officer 
whatfoever  ;  and  if  the  Number  that  there  muft  be  of  tiiefe 
be  added  to  the  other,  I  believe  we  may  find  that  the  Num- 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  11  hcx  of  Revenue-OfRccrs  to  be  added  by  this  Scl^me  muH  be 
very  confiderable. 

*  As  for  the  new  Method  of  Appeal  propofed,  I  can  fee 
no  Advantage  that  it  will  be  of  to  any  unfortunate  Man  that 
may  have  Occafion  for  it  :  In  all  Cafes,    the  Charge  and 
Trouble  of  attending  mull  be  very  great,  and  the  Event  very 
precarious  ;  but  in  moft  Cafes,  where  poor   Retailers  may 
have  Occafion  to  be  concerned,  the  Charge  and  Trouble  of 
Attendance  muft  be  greater  than  the  Subjedl  can   bear,  fo 
that  all  fuch  People  muft  fuccumb  ;  they  muft  fubmit  to  the 
Determination  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Excife,  and  can 
expeft  no  other  Redrefs,  but  what  they  meet  with  from  the 
Mercy  of  thofe  CommilSoners.     The  Judges  of  Weltminfter- 
Hall  are,  'tis  true,  for  Life,  but  they  are  all  named  by  the 
Crown ;    I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  the  prefent  Judges,  who  fo 
worthily  fill  the  feveral  Benches  of  Weftminfter-Hall  j  but  if 
they  Ihould  die,  and  if  the  Crown  Ihould  be  refolved  to  ufe 
that  Power,  which  the  Parliament  had  put  into  their  Hands, 
in  order  to  opprefs  the  Subje£t,  they  will  always  find  Jud- 
ges fit  for  their  Purpofe  :    Judges  are  but  Men,  they  are 
fubjeft  to  the   fame  Frailties  that    other    Men  are,     and 
the    Crown  has   always   Plenty    of   Baits    wherewithal   to 
tempt  them.     A  Judge  may  be  made  a  Lord  Chief  JulHce, 
a  Lord  Chief  Juftice  may  be  made  a  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
every  one  may  have  a  Son,  a  Brother,  or  a  Coufm  to  be 
provided  for ;  and  the  Crown  has  many  other  Ways,  by  which 
they    may  win  over  a  Judge  to  adminifter  Juftice  according 
to  the  Direftions  he  Ihall  receive  from  Court  ;  more  efpeci- 
ally  when  he  is  to  adminifter  Juftice  in  a  fummary  Way, 
and  without  the  ufual  Forms  of  Proceeduag  in  Courts  of  Law 
and  Equity.     For  by  this  new  Method  of  Appeal,  which  has 
been  fo  much  bragg'd  of.  Care  has  been  taken  that  the  Sub- 
ject fhall  not  be  reftored  to  his  ancient  Birth-Right,  that  is, 
to  a  Trial  by  Jury  :  No,  this  I  find  is  moft  carefully  avoided, 
and  yet  I  think  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  is  the  inherent 
Right  of  every  Englifhman  to  be  tried  by  his  Peers ;  I  am 
not  fo  much   acquainted  vv'ith  Law,  as  to  give  an  Account  of 
the  feveral  Cafes  in  which  this  Method  of  Trial  has  been 
fet  afide,  or  the  Reafons  for  fo  doing  ;  but  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that   wherever  that  Method  has  been  fet  afide,  whe- 
ther the  fame  was  done  by  the  Wifdom   of  the  Nation  or 
otherwife,  fuch  an  Alteration  was  an  Innovation,  and  was  a 
dangerous  Encroachment  upon  the  original  Charter  of  our 
Conftitution. 

*  As  to  the  pretended  Partiality  of  Juries,  fo  much  com- 
plained of  by  the  learned  Gentleman,  it  is  of  no  Weight 
with  me  ;  I  cannot  fee  how  that  honourable  Gentleman,  or 
any  Gentleman,  can  pretend  to  know  what  Reafons  a  Jury 
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may  have  for  giving  their  Verdift :  No  Gentleman  has  a  Right  *"""  ^-  ^°  "• 
to  be  bsliev'd  upon  his  fingle  Say-fo,  againft  a  Verdift  given  ^'*  " 
by  twelve  honelt  Men  upon  Oath.  If  there  have  been  fo 
many  Verdifts  given  againft  the  Crown,  as  that  learned  Gen- 
tleman feems  to  infinuate,  it  is  to  me  a  ftrong  Proof  that 
Profecutions  have  been  fet  on  Foot  againft  the  Subjeft,  upon 
the  Evidence  of  Witneffes,  whofe  Credibility  or  Veracity 
have  not  been  very  much  to  be  depended  on  ;  which  is  fo  far 
from  being  an  Argument  for  altering  the  Method  of  Trial 
by  Jury,  that  it  is  a  very  ftrong  Argument  for  the  Continu- 
ance of  that  Method  in  all  Time  to  come.  But  as  it  is  now 
very  late,  and  as  I  fhall  probably  have  another  Opportunity 
of  giving  my  Sentiments  more  fully  upon  the  Affair  now  be- 
fore u;,  I  fhall  trouble  you  no  farther  at  prefent,  but  only 
to  declare,  that  now,  after  hearing  this  Scheme  opened  to 
us,  I  diflike  it  as  much  as  ever  I  did  any  Reprefentation  of 
it  that  ever  I  heard  of,  and  therefore  IhaJi  give  my  Negative 
to  the  Queftion  propos'd.' 

Then  Sir  Joleph  Jekyll  fpoke  as  follows  :  sir  j.  jekyu, 

Sir, 

*  As  the  Affair,  which  is  at  prefent  the  Subjeft  of  our 
Confideration,  has  been  much  talk'd  of,  and  varioully  repre- 
fented  without  Doors  ;  and  as  it  has  been  for  fome  Months 
the  Subjeft  of  Converfation  amongft  People  of  all  Ranks  and 
Qualities,  I  was  fully  refolved  to  fufpend  my  Judgment  in 
relation  to  it,  'till  I  fhould  hear  it  fully  opened  and  laid  be- 
fore this  Houfe.  There  were,  indeed,  fuch  Clamours  raifed 
without  Doors,  and  it  was  reprefented  in  fo  many  hideous 
Shapes,  that  I  cannot  fay  but  I  came  this  Morning  to  the 
Houfe,  if  prejudiced,  rather  againft,  than  in  Favour  of  any 
fuch  Projedl  ;  but  ftill  I  came,  as  I  always  do,  altogether 
undetermined,  and  refolved  fo  to  remain,  'till  I  was  fully 
inform'd  by  other  Gentlemen,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Debate, 
of  all  thofe  Fafts  which  ought  to  be  known,  before  any 
Determination  can  be  made  in  an  Affair  of  fo  great  Impor- 
tance. 

*  I  had  before  heard,  that  by  this  Scheme  the  Landed 
Gentlemen  were  to  be  eafed  of  a  Part  of  the  Land-Tax ;  that  , 
the  publick  Revenue  was  to  be  greatly  improvc:d  ;  and  that 
our  Planters  in  America,  and  our  fair  Traders  at  home  were 
to  be  greatly  encouraged  :  But  all  thefe  Confiderations  would 
have  had  no  Weight  with  me,  if  I  had  fouJid  that  fo  many 
of  my  Fellow-Subjefts  were  thereby  to  have  been  fubjeaed 
to  the  grievous  Laws  of  Excife,  without  any  Alleviation  or 
Alteration.  I  muft  own,  that  the  Severity  of  the  Laws  of 
Excife  has  been  long  juftly  complained  of,  but  at  the  fame 
Time  I  muft  fay,  that  the  many  Frauds  committed  in  that 
Branch  of  the  publick  Revenue  now  under  our  Confideration 
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Anno6.  Geo.  n.  are  moll  heavy  and  grievous,  and  what  I  cannot  think  of 
feeing  the  Nation  fuiFer  any  longer  under,  without  applying 
feme  proper  Remedy  ;  and  fince  by  the  Propofuion  now 
made  to  us,  there  is  not  only  an  efFeftual  Remeuy  provided 
againft  all  thofe  Frauds,  but  likewife  a  Method  propofed,  by 
which  the  Edge  of  the  Laws  of  Excife  is  to  be  blunted,  and 
that  Severity  taken  quite  off,  which  hitherto  afforded  juft 
Ground  of  Complaint,  therefore  I  cannot  helitate  one  Mo- 
ment as  to  giving  my  Affent  to  what  is  now  propofed. 

*  This  Confideration  is  of  the  greater  Weigat  with  me, 
and  mult  be  fo  with  every  honeil  Man,  that  by  what  is  now 
propofed,  the  Laws  of  Excife  are  to  be  redtif^'d,  not  only 
in  the  Cafe  now  before  us,  but  in  every  other  Cafe  ;  the 
whole  Body  of  thofe  Laws  are  to  be  reform 'd  and  redtify'd 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  remove  the  greateil  Objeftion,  with 
me  indeed  the  only  Objeftlon  that  could  ever  be  made  againft 
the  Excenlion  of  them  ;  and  if  this  Propofition  be  now  re- 
jected, it  is  not  eafy  to  know  when  we  fhall,  or  if  we  fhall 
ever  have  fuch  an  Opportunity  of  reforming  thofe  Laws, 
which  have  been  fo  long  thought  fo  grievous.  With  me 
it  hath  always  been  a  Principle,  to  hearken  to  any  reafonable 
Scheme  for  iuppreffing  of  thofe  Frauds  which  are  committed 
againft  the  Publick  ;  I  look  upon  the  Perfons  guilty  of  fuch 
Frauds  as  the  greateil  Criminals,  and  if  they  have  any  Cha- 
rader,  if  they  obferv^e  any  Decency  in  private  Life,  I  take 
it  to  be  only  becaufe  they  have  no  Opportunity  to  do  other- 
wife  ;  for  that  Man  mult  have  a  very  whimfical  Confcience, 
who  cheats  the  Publick,  and  yet  would  fcruple  to  cheat  a 
private  Man  if  he  had  the  fame  Opportunity. 

'  Whatever  Refolutions  we  may  come  to  in  tliis  Com- 
mittee, there  will  probably  be  a  Bill  or  Bills  order'd  to  be 
brought  in  purfuant  to  them  ;  and  if  in  the  Courfe  of  the 
Debate,  any  real  DifHculties  be  ftarted,  if  any  reafonable 
Objedlions  be  mace,  without  Doubt  all  proper  Care  will 
be  taken  in  the  framing  fuch  Bill  or  Bills,  to  obviate  all 
thofe  Difficulties  and  Objeftions  :  This  I  make  no  Manner 
of  Doubt  of,  and  therefore  I  can  find  no  Difficulty  in  giving 
my  Aflent  to  the  Qucition  propofed.' 
Mr.  Heatiicote.  After  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll,  Mr  Heathcote  ftood  up  and  faid  : 
Sir, 

'  Other  Gentlemen  have  already  fully  explaln'd  and  fet 
forth  the  great  Liconvenicncies,  which  muft  be  brought  on 
the  Trade  of  this  Nation,  by  the  Scheme  now  propofed  to 
us  ;  thofe  have  been  made  very  apparent,  and  from  them 
arifes  a  very  ftrong  Objeftion  againft  what  is  now  propofed : 
But  the  greateil  Objedlion  arifes  from  the  Danger  to  which 
this  Scheme  will  moft  certainly  expofe  the  Liberties  of  our 
Country  ;  thofe  Liberties,  for  which  our  Anceftors  have  (o 
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often  ventured  their  Lives  and   Fortunes;   thofe  Liberties  Anno  6.  Geo.  u. 
which  have  coft  this  Nation  fo  much  Blood  and  Treafurc,         '732-??- 
feem  already  to   be  greatly  retrenched :   I  am  forry  to  fay 
ir,  but  what  is  now  in  Diipute  feems  to  me  to  be    the  lait 
Branch  of  Liberty  we  have  to  contend  for  ;  we  have  already 
ellablifh'd  a  Standing  Army,  and  have  made  it  in  a  Manner 
a  Part  of  our  Conititutioa  ;  we  have  already  fubjedted  great 
Numbers  of  the   People   of  this  Nation   to  the   arbitrary 
Laws  of  Excife,  and  this  Scheme  is  fo  wide  a  Step  towards 
fubjefting  all  the  rell  of  the  People  of  England  to  thofe  ar- 
bitrary Laws,   that  it  will  be  impoffible  for  us  to  recover  or 
to  prevent  the  fatal  Confequences  of  fuch  a  Scheme. 

*  We  are  told  that  his  Majefty  is  a  good  and  a  wife 
Prince,  we  all  believe  him  to  be  fo  ;  but  I  hope  no  Man  will 
pretend  to  draw  any  Argument  from  thence  for  our  furren- 
dering  thofe  Liberties  and  Privileges,  which  have  been  hand- 
ed down  to  us  by  our  Anceftors  :  We  have,  indeed,  nothing 
to  fear  from  his  prefent  Majelly  ;  he  never  will  make  a  bad 
Ufe  of  that  Power  which  we  have  put  into  his  Hands ;  but 
if  we  once  grant  to  the  Crown  too  great  an  Extent  of  Power, 
we  cannot  recall  that  Grant  when  we  have  a  Mind  ;  and  tho* 
his  Majefty  iliould  never  make  a  bad  CJfe  of  it,  fome  of  his 
Succefibrs  may  :  The  being  governed  by  a  wife  and  a  good 
King,  does  not  make  the  People  a  free  People  ;  the  Romans 
were  as  great  Slaves  under  the  few  good  Emperors  they  had 
to  reign  over  them,  as  they  were  under  the  moft  cruel  of 
their  I'yrants  :  After  the  People  have  once  given  up  their 
Liberties,  their  Governors  have  all  the  fame  Power  of  op- 
preffing  them,  tlio'  they  may  not  perhaps  all  make  the  fame 
wicked  Uie  of  the  Power  lodg'd  in  their  Hands  ;  but  a  Slave^ 
that  has  the  good  Fortune  to  meet  with  a  good  natur'd  and 
a  humane  Mailer,  is  no  lefs  a  Slave  than  he  that  meets  with 
a  cruel  and  barbarous  one.  Our  Liberties  are  too  valuable, 
and  have  hten  parchafed  at  too  high  a  Price,  to  be  fported 
with,  or  wantonly  given  up,  even  to  the  bell  of  Kings :  We 
have  before  now  had  fome  good,  fome  wife  and  gracious 
Sovereigns  to  reign  over  us,  but  we  find  that  under  them 
our  Anceftors  were  as  jealous  of  their  Liberties,  as  they  were 
under  the  worft  of  our  Kings  :  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  w© 
have  ftill  the  fame  Value  for  our  liberties ;  if  we  have,  we 
certainly  will  ufe  all  peaceable  Methods  to  prcferve  and 
fecure  them  ;  and  if  fuch  Methods  fuould  prove  inefFedlual, 
I  hope  there  is  no  Englifl)man  but  has  Spirit  enough  to  ufe 
thofe  Methods  for  the  Prefervation  of  Our  Liberties,  which 
were  ufed  by  our  Anceftors  for  the  Defence  of  theirs,  and 
for  tranfmitting  them  down  to  us  in  that  glorious  Condition 
in  which  we  found  them.  There  are  fome  ftill  alive,  who 
bravely  ventured  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  in  Defence  of  the 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II.  Liberties  of  tlieir  Country  ;  there  are  many  whofe  Fathers 
^_  I  —  -  '  _'  were  embarked  in  the  fame  glorious  Caufe.  Let  it  never  be 
faid,  that  the  Sons  of  fuch  Men  wantonly  gave  up  thofe 
Liberties  for  which  their  Fathers  had  rifqued  fo  much,  and 
that  for  the  poor  Pretence  of  fuppreffing  a  few  Frauds  in  the 
collefting  of  the  publick  Revenues,  which  might  eafily  have 
been  fupprefled  without  entering  into  any  fuch  dangerous 
Meafures.  This  is  all  I  lliall  trouble  you  witli  at  prclent, 
but  fo  much  I  thought  was  incumbent  upon  me  to  fay,  in 
order  that  I  might  enter  my  Proteli  againft  the  Queftion  now 
before  us.' 
MrPulteney.  Mr  Pulteney  fpoke  next  : 

Sir, 
*  The  honourable  Gentleman,  who  open'd  this  Affair  to 
ns,  took  up  fo  much  of  the  Time  of  the  Committee,  and  it 
is  now  fo  very  late,  that  I  am  almoft  afraid  of  giving  you 
any  Trouble  at  prefent  ;  but  I  hope,  confidering  the  Im- 
portance of  the  Subjeft,  that  Gentlemen  will  excufe  me, 
and  will  allow  me  to  take  fome  Notice  of  what  has  been 
faid  by  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  introduced  the  De- 
bate, and  the  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft  but  one.  As  to  the  Frauds  which  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman dwelt  fo  long  on,  and  which  the  honourable  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  call  heavy  and  grievous, 
I  believe  every  Gentleman  in  the  Committee  is  convinced 
that  there  are  fuch  Frauds,  I  believe  every  Gentleman  will 
agree  that  they  are  moll  heavy  and  moft  grievous  j  but  I 
do  not  believe  that  it  is  of  late  only  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman  has  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  them,  nor  do  I 
believe  that  the  Frauds  relating  to  Wine  and  Tobacco,  are 
the  only  Frauds  he  has  heard  complained  of ;  there  is 
hardly  a  Gentleman  in  the  Kingdom,  but  has  heard  of 
Frauds  in  almoft  every  Branch  of  the  publick  Revenue  ; 
even  that  honourable  Gentleman  mull;  have  heard  many 
Years  ago  of  the  Frauds  committed  in  the  Tobacco  and 
Wine-Trade  ;  Why  then  was  there  no  Remedy  fooner  pro- 
pofed  ?  How  could  that  Gentleman  fee  the  publick  Revenue, 
for  which  he  expreffes  fuch  a  tender  Concern,  fuffer  fo  long 
by  thofe  Frauds,  without  propofing  fome  Expedient  for  pre- 
venting them  :  The  Expedient  now  propofed  is  certainly  no 
fuch  new  or  extraordinary  Thing  ;  it  might  have  been  thought 
of,  I  drire  fay  it  has  often  been  thought  of  before  this  Time, 
but  it  feems  it  was  never  thought  proper  to  propofe  it  'till 
now  ;  at  leall  it  was  never  'till  now  thought  neccflary  ;  and 
yet  it  cannct  be  faid,  but  that  the  Frauds  both  in  Wine 
and  Tobacco  were  as  great  formerly  as  they  are  at  this 
prefent  Time. 
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*  The  honourable  Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  tell  us.  Anno  6.  Gecir. 
that  his  Thoughts  are  entirely  confined  to  the  two  Articles  ;  m— i^iL 
of  Wine  and  Tobacco,  and  that  nothing  ehe  was  ever  de- 
figned  by  him,  or  any  of  his  Acquaintance,  to  be  fubjeded 
to  the  Laws  of  Ex<;ife  :  Whatever  his  Tlioughts  may  have 
been  in  Time  paft,  he  mull  excufe  me  if  I  fay,  that  I  do 
not  believe  they  will  be  fo  much  confined  in  Time  to  come. 
Are  there  not  Frauds  committed  in  every  Branch  of  the 
pablick  Revenue  ?  Will  not  that  honourable  Gentleman 
think  himfelf  as  much  bound  in  Duty  to  lay  thofe  Frauds 
before  this  Houfe,  and  propofe  a  Remedy  for  them,  as  he 
now  thinks  himfelf  bound  to  expofe,  and  to  offer  a  Remedy 
for  preventing  the  Frauds  in  Wine  and  Tobacco  ?  And  if 
the  Remedy  now  propofed,  be  deem.ed  by  Parliament  the 
moft  proper  and  effeftual  Remedy  for  preventing  the  Frauds 
in  Wine  and  Tobacco,  will  not  that  be  made  ufe  of  as  an 
Argument  for  applying  the  fame  Remedy  as  to  the  Frauds 
in  every  other  Branch  of  the  publick  Revenue  ?  Will  it  not 
be  faid.  You  did  fo  and  fo  in  the  Cafe  of  Wine  and  To- 
bacco, why  fhould  you  fcruple  to  apply  the  fame  Remedy 
in  the  Cafe  now  before  you  ?  So  that,  from  the  Gentleman's 
own  Reafoning,  from  his  own  Way  of  Arguing  as  to  the 
Cafe  Vv'hich  he  has  been  pleafed  now  to  lay  before  us,  one 
may  fee  a  moft  plain  and  evident  Defign  of  a  much  farther 
Extention  of  the  Laws  of  Excife  ;  one  may  clearly  fee  a 
Defign  of  fubjefting  every  Branch  of  the  publick  Revenue 
to  thofe  arbitrary  Laws ;  only  the  Gentleman  has  a  Mind, 
it  feems,  to  be  a  little  cunning,  and  to  do  it  by  Piece-meal. 

'  Whatever  Opinion  the  honourable  and  learned  Gentle- 
man may  have  of  the  Propofition  made  by  his  honou  able 
Friend,  it  is  plain  it  breathes  nothing  but  the  Principles  of 
the  moft  arbitrary  and  molt  tyrannical  Governments,  that 
have  been  eftablifti'd  in  Europe:  The  enlarging  the  Power 
of  the  Crown  ;  increafing  the  Number  of  Dependents  on  the 
Crown  ;  rendering  the  Happincfs  of  the  S'ubjeft  precarious 
and  uncertain,  ana  depending  in  a  Manner  entirely  on  the 
Good-Will  of  a  Piime  Minilter,  or  of  tliofe  employ'd  under 
him,  are  the  certain  Coi.fequences  of  the  Scheme  now  pro- 
pofed to  us  ;  they  are  the  certain  Confequences  of  all 
Schemes  for  extending  the  Laws  of  Excife,  and  are  prob..bly 
the  principal  Views  of  all  thofe  who  fct  up  fuch  Projects, 
Let  Gentlemen  but  read  the  political  Teftaments  of  Richlieu 
and  Louvois,  thofe  Legacies  which  were  left  by  the  Au- 
thors to  their  Mafter,  for  inftructing  him  in  the  Principles 
of  Arbitrary  Government ;  let  Gentlemen,  1  fay,  but  read 
thofe  Teftaments,  and  they  will  fee,  that  the  Author  of  this 
Scheme,  whoever  he  be,  muft  be  very  well  verfed  in  tliem  j 
ihey  will  fee  how  w^ll  it  agrees  witJi  the  Principles  there 
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Anne 6- Gso. n.  laid  down  for  the  eftablifliing  and  fuppoiting  of  Arbitrary 
Power.  It  is  for  this  Reafon  that  the  Englilh  Nation  has 
always  been  fo  averfe  to  Excife-Projeds  of  all  Kinds  ;  the 
very  Word  Excife  has  always  been  odious  to  the  People  of 
England.  It  is  true,  there  has  been  an  Excife  eftabliilied  by 
Parliament,  but  it  was  firft  given  as  a  Purchafe  for  the 
Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries ;  and  tho'  that  Court  was 
moft  juftly  look'd  on  as  one  of  our  greateft  Grievances,  yet 
the  Purchafe  has  always  been  reckoned  too  dear,  and  that 
Parliament  which  gave  the  Excife  has  been  branded  with  the 
infamous  Name  of  a  Penfionary  Parliament.  Even  the  great 
King  William,  notwithftanding  all  he  had  done  for  the 
People  of  England,  notwithftanding  he  was  moft  generally 
belov'd  and  efteem'd  by  his  Subjefts,  yet  he  had  like  to 
have  fuffer'd  by  a  Notion's  prevailing  among  the  People, 
that  fome  new  Excifes  were  to  have  been  eltablifh'd.  It 
was  publickly  faid,  that  we  had  got  a  Dutch  Kmg,  and 
that  therefore  we  were  to  be  faddled  with  Dutch  Exciles : 
That  wife  King  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  Danger  he  might  be 
expofed  to,  by  the  Prevalence  of  fuch  a  Notion,  that  he 
thought  it  neceflary  to  difavow  any  fuch  Intention  by  a  pub- 
lick  Declaration. 

*  I  moft  readily  believe,  that  the  honourable  and  learned 
Gentleman  over  the  Way  comes,  at  all  Times  to  this  Houfe, 
undetermined  as  to  any  Point  that  is  to  be  brought  before 
us ;  I  believe  he  always  comes  refolved  to  be  determined  by 
what  fhali  be  offered  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Debate  ;  but  I 
am  very  much  at  a  Lofs  to  find  out  what  in  the  prefent 
Debate  has  determined  him  to  be  of  the  Opinion  he  now 
feems  to  be  of:  He  has,  indeed,  told  us,  '  That  the  Refor- 

*  mation  propofed  as  to  the  Laws  of  Excife,    is  what  very 

*  much  weighs  with  him  :'  He  fays,  'That  the  Laws  of  Excife 

*  are  to  be  blunted,  and  their  Edge  is  to  be  taken  off  by 

*  Vv'hat  is  now  propofed.'  In  this,  I  muft  confefs  my  Short- 
fightednefs,  I  can  fee  no  Reformation  in  what  is  propofed  ; 
what  I  look  on  as  moft  grievous  in  the  Laws  of  Excife  is  to 
continue  the  fame  as  before  :  Are  not  the  Officers  to  have 
the  fame  oppreffive  and  vexatious  Powers  continued  to  them  ? 
Are  not  the  CommifTioners  to  have  the  fame  difpenfing 
Power  with  regard  to  Fines  and  Forfeitures  ?  Are  Trials  by 
Juiy  to  be  reftored  to  the  Subjects  r  No,  all  thcfe  Grievances 
are  to  remain  on  tlie  fame  Footing  they  were  before. 
The  Power  and  Influence  of  tl)e  Crown,  by  means  of  the 
Laws  of  Excife,  is  ftiil  to  be  as  great  as  it  was  before,  only 
there  are  by  this  Scheme  many  Tlioufands  more  to  be  fub- 
jefted  to  it :  The  Method  of  Appeal  is,  indeed,  to  be  a  lit- 
tle alter'd,  but  I  am  afraid  the  Alteration  will  not  be  much 
for  the  better  j    the  Expence  will  be  much  greater,  and  the 
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kedrefs  as  precarious  as  ever  it  was  before  :  How  then  are   Anno6  ceo.  ir. 
the  Laws  of  Exciie  to  be  blunted  ?  Where  is  this  Reforrna-  ,     ^^21. 
tion  fo  much  boailed  of,  and   on  which  that  honourable  and 
learned  Gentleman  feems  Iblely  to  ground  his  Opinion  ?  But 
it  fecms  he  expecis,  that   when  this  Propofition  comes  to  the 
Jlrength  of  a  BJlJ,  many  fine  Things  are  to  be  done,  many 
more  Things  than  we  have  ever  yet  heard  of :  If  it  fhould 
come  to  the  Length  of  a  Bill,   which  I  am  in  great  Hopes  it 
never  will,  he  may  very  probably  find  himfelf  difappointed  ; 
and  if  that  fhould  be  the  Cafe,  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  be 
of  a  difFereni;  Opinion. 

'  Gentlemen  have  faid,  that  there  are  no  Complaints 
made  of  the  Laws  of  Excife,  or  of  the  Oppreffions  of  Ex- 
cife  Officers  ;  but  I  believe  there  is  no  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe,  who  cannot  give  feme  Inilances,  even  within  his 
own  Knowledge,  of  moft  cruel  Oppreffions  committed  by 
fome  of  thofe  Officers ;  I  am  fare  there  is  no  Gentleman^ 
who  has  ever  afted  in  the  Country  as  a  Jullice  of  Peace^ 
but  can  give  hundreds  of  fuch  Inftances.  The  People  have 
complained  fo  often,  and  (o  long,  of  the  Severity  of  thofe 
Laws,  and  the  Vexation  of  thofe  Ofiicers^  that  they  are 
now  weary  of  complaining  :  To  what  Purpofe  fhould  they 
complain,  fince  they  fee  tliere  has  never  as  yet  been  anv 
Provifion  made  for  their  Redrefs  ?  Their  Complaints  have 
been  hitherto  difregarded,  even  by  thofe  who  are  in  fome 
Manner  bound  to  take  Notice  of  them. 

*  The  honourable  Gentleman  was  p'eafed  to  dwell  long 
on  the  Generofity  of  the  Crown,  in  giving  up  the  Fines^ 
Forfeitures,  and  Seizures  to  the  Publick  ;  but,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, it  will  be  but  a  poor  Equivalent  for  the  many  Oppref- 
fions and  Exactions,  which  the  People  will  be  expofed  to  by 
this  Scheme.  I  mull  fay,  that  tiie  honourable  Gentleman 
has  himfelf  been  of  late  mighty  bountiful  and  generous,  in 
his  Offers  to  the  Publick  :  He  has  been  fo  gracious  as  to  afic 
us,  '  Will  you  have  a  Land-Tax  of  two  Shillings  in  the 
'  Pound,  cr  a  Land-Tax  but  of  one  j  or  will  you  have  no 

*  Land-Tax  at  all  ?  Will  you  have  your  Debts  paid  ?  Will 

*  you  have  them  foon  paid  ?  Tell  me  but  what  you  want,  let 

*  me  but  know  how  you  can  be  made  eafy,  and  it  fhall  be 

*  done  for  you.'  Thefe  are  moil  generous  Offers,  but  there 
is  fomething  fo  very  extraordinary,  there  is  fomething  fo 
farcical  in  them,  that  really  I  can  hardly  mention  them 
without  Laughing  :  It  pats  me  in  ivlind  of  the  Story  of  Sir 
Epicure  Mammon  in  T/:e  Akhymijl ;  he  was  gulFd  out  of 
his  Money  by  fine  Promifes ;  he  was  promifed  the  Philofo- 
pher's  Stone,  by  which  he  was  to  get  Mo.mcains  of  Gold, 
and  every  Thing  elfe  he  could  defire  ;  but  all  ended  at  lalt 
ifi  '  fome  little  Thing  for  curing  the  Itch.' 

V  0  L.  IL  X  X  *  I  wifh 
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Anno6.  Geo.  11.  <  J  yyjfji  the  Gentlemen,  who  appear  fo  zealous  for  this 
Sclieme,  would  have  feme  little  Regard  to  their  Conllitu- 
ents.  It  is  well  known  that  it  was  the  Cuftom  among  our 
Anceftors,  when  any  new  Device  was  propofed,  to  defire 
Time  to  have  a  Conference  with  their  Countries  :  I  am  but 
very  little  converfant  in  Books  of  Law,  however  I  fometimes 
look  into  them  ;  and  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  read  a  Paffage  or 
two  on  this  Subjeft,  from  my  Lord  Coke.  That  great 
Lawyer,  in  the  4th  Part  of  iiis  Inllitutes,  Page  14,  fays, 
'  It  is  alfo  the   Law  and  Cuftom  of  the  Parliament,  that 

*  when  any  new  Device  is  moved  on  the  King's  Behalf,  in 

*  Parliament,  for  his  Aid,  or  the  like,  the  Commons  may 

*  anfwer,  that  they  tendered  the  King's  Eftate,  and  are  ready 
'  to  aid   the  fame,  only  in  this  new  Device  they  dare  not 

*  agree  without  Conference  with  their  Countries ;  whereby 

*  it  appeareth,  that  fuch  Conference  is  warrantable  by  the 
'  Law  and  Cuftom  of  Parliament.'  And  again,  Page  34, 
he  tells  us,    '  At  the  Parliament  holden  in  the  9th  of  King 

*  Edward  III.  When  a  Motion  was  made  for  a  Subfidy  of 

*  a  new  Kind,  the  Commons  anfwer'd,  that  they  would 
'  have  Conference  with  thofe  of  their  feverui  Countries  and 
'  Places,  who  had  put  them  in  Truft,    before  they  treated 

*  of  any  fuch  Matter.'  If  fuch  a  Conference  was  ever  ne- 
ceftary  upon  any  Occafion,  it  is  furely  necelTary  before  we 
agree  to  the  Device  now  oft'ered  to  us  ;  a  Device  which,  in 
my  Opinion,  ftrikes  at  the  very  Root  of  our  Liberties  ;  it 
is,  in  my  way  of  Thinking,  a  downright  Plan  for  arbitrary 
Power  ;  and  in  this  I  am  not  fmgular,  for  there  feems  to  be 
nany  Gentlemen  of  the  fame  Opinion  within  Doors  as  well 
as  without ;  therefore  I  muft  think  that  it  is  neceffary,  it  is 
incumbent  upon  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  at  leaft,  to 
defire  to  have  a  Conference  with  his  Conltituents,  before  he 
agrees  to  any  fuch  Device  :  This  would  have  been  neceffary, 
if  we  had  been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  Sentiments  of  our 
feveral  Countries ;  but  indeed  in  the  prelent  Cafe,  fuch  a 
Conference  feems  to  be  quite  unnecelTary  ;  we  already  know 
the  Sentiments  of  our  Conftituents  in  relation  to  the  De- 
vice now  offered  to  us  ;  the  whole  Nation  has  already,  in 
the  mort  open  Manner,  declared  their  DiHike  to  it ;  and 
therefore  I  hope  the  Gentlemen  of  this  Committee  will  re- 
jecl  it  with  that  Scorn  and  Contempt  it  deferves.' 

::  w.  \V)  nd;i?,.i7.       Sir  William  Wyndham  fpoke  next : 

•>  Sir,  ' 

'  Though  it  be  now  very  late,  yet  I  muft  beg  Leave 
to  offer  my  Sentiments  upon  the  Queftion  now  in  Debate ; 
for  it  is  a  Queftion  of  fuch  Importance,  that  I  Ihould  not 
think  I  difcharged  the  Duty  I  owe  to  my  Country,  without 
declaring,  in  the  molt  open  and  publick  Manner,  my  Diftike 

and 
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and  Abhorrence  of  tlie  Scheme  which  has  been  now  opened  Anno  6.  ne»,  h. 
to  us.     The  Scheme,  as  now  explained  to  us,  has,  in  my 
Opinion,  been  no  Way  mifreprefented  ;  it  is  the  very  fame 
with  what  has  been  reprefented   to  us,  it  is  the  v&ry  fame 
with  that  which  the  Nation  has  fo  openly  and  fo  generally 
declared  their  Diflike  to  ;    it   is  fraught  with  all  thofe  Evils 
which  were  ever  attributed  to  it,  and  moii:  apparently  ftrikes 
~^~at  the  very  Fundamentals  of  our  Conilitution.     The  Col- 
leding  of  any  Duties  by  the  Laws  of  Excife,  has,  in  all 
Ages,  and  in  all  Countries,  been  looked  on  as  the  moll  grie- 
vous and  moll  oppreffive  Method    of  collcfting  Taxes  ;  and 
if  one  Method  of  railing  an  Excife  can   be   more  oppreffive 
than  another,  it  mull  be  granted,  that  the  Metliod  now  pro- 
pofed  to  us,  of  raifing  this  new  Excife,  mull  of  all  Methods 
be  the  moll  oppreffive,  and  the  moll  vexatious  to  the  People  : 
In  all  Countries,  Excifes  of  every  Kind   are  look'd  on   as 
Badges  of  Slavery  ;  and  though  the  Englifh  Nation  be  now 
unfortunately   fubjedled   to  fome  of  them,  yet  I  hope  they 
will  never  confent  to  any  new  Excifes,    or  to  any  new  Ex- 
tention  of  the  Laws  of  Excife,  let  the  Pretences  for  fo  doing 
be  ever  fo  fpecious. 

'  But  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  let  us  confider  what  are  the 
fpecious  Pretences  made  ufe  of,  what  are  the  great  Advan- 
tages propofed,  for  perfuading  us  to  confent  to  the  fabjefting 
fo  many  of  his  Majelly's  faithful   Subjeds  to   be   plagued 
and  harraffed  by  the  Officers  of  Excife.     The  Suppreffing  of 
Frauds,  and  the  Advantages   that  will  accrue   therefrom  to 
the  Publick  and  to  the  fair  Trader,  is,  by  what  I  can  find, 
the  only  Pretence  now  made  ufe  of;    and  yet  thofe  Frauds, 
even  aggravated  as  they  were  by  the  honourable  Gentleman 
who  propofed  this  Scheme  to   us,    do  amount   to  a  meer 
Trifle  ;  fo  that  the  Improvement  to  be  made,  as  to  the  publick 
Revenue,  will  be  but  very  inconfiderable,  if  any  at  all,  af- 
ter deduding  the  additional  Charges  of  Management,  which 
the  Publick  will  become  liable    to  by   the  great  Increafe  of 
Officers  :    This   Pretence   therefore,  even  when    fet   in   the 
llrongell  Light,  can  be  no  lufficient  Argument  for  prevailing 
on  us  to  expofe  our  CouRitution   to  the  leaft  Danger,  or   to 
fubjedt  any  of  our  Fcllow-Countrymen   to  great  Hardffiips  : 
But  this   Pretence   is  ilili  more  frivolous,  fmce  it  has  been 
made  appear  to  us,  that  thofe  Frauds  are  not  at   all  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  they  have  be:n  reprefented  ;   that  all  Sorts  of 
Frauds  cannot  be  prevented,  even  by  the  Scheme  now  pro- 
pofed ;  and  that  many  of  thofe  Frauds,  that  have  been  lately 
committed,  might  be  prevented  by  the  Laws  now  iii   Being, 
if   Care  were   taken  to   have  proper  Officers,  and  to  make 
thofe  Officers  diligent  and   faithful.     I   giur.t,  indeed,  that 
the  Power  and  Influence  of  the  Crown  will  be  greatly  in- 
X  X  2  cieafed 
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Anno  <5.^eo.  II.  crcafed  and  improved  by  this  Scheme ;  I  muft  own,  that 
great  Numbers  of  the  People  of  this  Nation  will  thereby 
be  rendered  moft  fubmiffive  and  obedient  to  thofe  that  Ihali 
hereafter  be  employ'd  by  the  Crown  ;  and  if  this  be  a  Mo- 
tive for  agreeing  to  this  Scheme,  I  muft  allow  that  it  is  a 
ftrop.g  one,  I  believe,  indeed,  that  it  is  the  only  real  one 
that  any  Gentleman  can  have  for  giving  his  Confent  to  fiich 
a  Scheme  j  but  with  me  it  is  fo  far  from  being  a  Motive  for 
giving  my  Confent,  that  it  is  the  itrongeit  Motive  I  have 
for  giving  my  Negative  to  the '  Queilion  now  before  ns, 
becaufe  1  think  it  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  our  Con- 
llitution. 

*  'Tis  true,  an  Eafe  to  the  Landed  Intereft  has  upon  this, 
as  well  as  upon  fome  other  late  Occafions  of  the  like  Na^ 
ture,  been  thrown  out  as  a  Bait  lor  fome  Gentlemen  :  But 
I  hope  the  Landed  Gentlemen  are  not  to  be  caught  by  fuch 
Baits ;  the  Hook  appears  fo  plain,  that  it  may  be  difcover'd 
by  any  IVIan  of  common  Senfe  ;  however,  I  mull  fay,  that 
the  Method  of  Arguing  is  unfair,  the  Defign  is  wicked ;  for 
it  is  an  Endeavour  to  fet  the  Landed  Intereft  in  a  iVIanner 
at  War  with  the  Trading  Intereft  of  the  Nation  ;  it  is  en- 
deavouring to  deftroy  that  Harmony  which  always  ought  to 
fubfift  among  the  People  of  the  fame  Nation,  and  which  if 
once  deftroy'd,  would  certainly  end  in  the  Ruin  and  De- 
itruftion  of  the  whole.  But  every  Landed  Gentleman  in 
England  will  do  well  to  confider  what  Value  their  Lands 
would  be  of,  if  for  the  fake  of  a  fmall  and  immediate  Eafe 
to  themfelves,  they  fliould  be  induced  to  opprefs  and  de- 
Ib'oy  the  Trade  of  their  Country  ;  and  whoever  confiders 
this,  will  defpife  all  fuch  Projefts,  and  rejed  them  with 
that  Contempt  vvhich  they  deferve  ;  this  is  one  Rcafon  for 
the  Landed  Gentlemen  not  to  accept  of  the  pretended  Eafe, 
now  ofFer'd  to  them,  on  agreeing  to  the  Scheme  now  pro- 
pofed  ;  but  there  is  another  ftrong  Reafon  againft  it  :  This 
Houije  of  Commons  is  moflly  compofed  of  Gentlemen  of  the 
beft  Families  and  greateJt  Properties,  perhaps  in  the  Nation, 
they  have  generally  a  great  Family-Intereit  in  tlie  feveral 
Counties,  Cities  and  Boroughs  they  reprefent  ;  if  this  Scheme 
fliould  take  Effedl,  that  Intereft  will  foon  be  deftroy'd  ;  and 
furely  no  jMan  will  agree  to  a  Scheme,  which  muft  inevi- 
tably deftroy  tlie  natural  Intereft  the  great  Families  have, 
and  always  ought  to  have,  in  their  rei'pedtive  Counties  ;  and 
transfer  tJie  whole  to  the  Crown  ;  If  this  Scheme  ftiould 
once  be  eftablifli'd,  the  Power  and  Influence  of  the  Crown 
will  be  (o  great  in  all  Parts  of  the  Nation,  that  no  IVian 
can  depend  upon  the  natural  Intereft  he  hr.s  in  his  Country 
for  being  a  Member  of  this  Floufe  ;  he  muft  in  all  future 
'J'iiiKf  fer  fach  a  Fi-.vour  jiepcnd  entirely  upon  the  Crown  ,■ 

and 
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and  this,  1  hope,  there  is   no  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  *«"<>  *•  Oeo.  ii. 
would  chufe  to  fubmit  to.  t     '— ^— ' 

*  Queen  Elizabeth,  that  wife  and  gracious  Princefs,  go- 
vem'd  herfelf  by  Politicks,  quite  different  from  thofe  which 
feem  to  be  at  prefent  in  Vogue ;  Ihe  was  lb  far  from  en- 
deavouring to  divide  or  throw  Difcord  among  her  Subjefts, 
that  Hie  wifely  never  gave  herfelf  up  to  any  one  Minifter, 
or  to  any  one  Party  ;  flie  always  preferved  a  Harmony  among 
all  her  Subjefts,  and  kept  a  friendly  Correfpondence  with  all 
Parts  and  all  Parties  in  the  Kingdom  ;  fhe  even  kept  up  a 
con^ant  Perfonal  Correfpondence  with  fome  of  the  princi- 
pal Men  in  every  County,  by  which  ihe  had  always  a  tho- 
rough Knowledge  of  the  feveral  Sentiments,  as  well  as  Cir- 
cumltances,  of  all  her  Subjedls,  and  moll  prudently  adapted 
all  her  Meafures  to  what  Ihe  found  to  be  the  Sentiments  of 
the  Generality  of  the  Nation  ;  more  particularly  fhe  took 
Care  to  avoid  every  Thing  that  appeared  to  be  difagreeable 
to  the  People  :  To  this  wife  Policy  it  is  owing,  that  her 
Reign  makes  fuch  a  glorious  Figure  in  the  Englilh  Hiftory  ; 
to  this  it  is  owing,  that  flie  reign'd  with  more  Popularity 
than  any  Prince  fmce  her  Time,  except  her  Royal  SuccefTor 
Queen  Anne  :  Thus  fhe  reigned,  and  reign'd  abfolutely,  but 
{o  as  I  could  wiih  every  Prince  in  England  to  do  ;  fhe  reign'd 
abfolutely  over  the  Hearts  and  AfFedions  of  her  Subjects, 
&nd  tberpby  fhe  had  both  their  Perfons  and  their  Purfes  al- 
ways at  Command. 

'  Gentlemen  aik.  Why  do  you  complain  of  this  Scheme  * 
Here  is  no  new  Tax  to  be  impofed  ;  there  is  nothing  pro- 
pofed  but  only  a  new  Method  of  raifmg  thofe  Taxes  which 
afe  already  due  by  the  Law  :  But  I  would  have  Gentlemen 
remember,  that  this  Nation  has  once  already  been  more 
grievoufly  opprefTed,  by  a  new  Method  of  raifing  and 
collefting  thac  Money  that  was  before  due  by  Law,  than 
they  ever  were  by  any  new  Tax  that  was  ever  laid  on 
them  :  I  have  already  mention'd  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth ;  let  us  but  look  a  little  farther  back,  and  we  fhall 
find  that  the  People  were  moll  terribly  harrafTed,  and  the 
Nation  almofl  deilroy'd,  by  a  grievous  Method  of  colleding 
and  raifmg  that  which  was  due  by  the  Laws  then  in  Being. 
Empfon  and  Dudley,  thofe  two  noted  Ways  and  iVTeans-Men, 
thofe  two  wicked  Minillers,  knowing  the  Avarice  of  their 
Mailer,  and  the  infatiable  Defire  he  had  for  Money,  con- 
cluded that  no  Scheme  would  be  more  agreeable  to  him,  than 
thofe  v/hicli  would  fill  his  Coffers  by  draining  the  Purfes  of 
his  Subjects ;  and  this  they  did,  without  impofing  any  new 
Taxes,  they  laid  no  new  or  illegal  Burdens  on  the  People, 
they  did  it  by  a  fevere  and  rigorous  Execution  of  the  Laws 
thai  h^d  before  been  enaded  :  But  what  was  their  Fate  ? 

They 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  n.  They  had  the  Misfortune  to  outlive  their  Mailer  :  But  his 
.  ,  — '''^'  _f  Son,  as  foon  as  he  came  to  the  Throne,  took  ofF  both  their 
Heads  ;  and  in  this  he  did  juftly,  tho'  he  did  it  againlt  Law  : 
They  had  done  nothing  contrary  to  Law  ;  they  had  only  put 
the  Laws  feverely  in  Execution,  and  what  they  did  was  in 
Obedience  to  the  Command  of  the  King  his  Father ;  yet 
that  could  be  no  Excufe  for  them  ;  their  Manner  of  executing 
thofe  Laws  was  fo  grievous  and  oppreffive  upon  the  Subjefts, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  their  Lives  could  be  admitted  of  as  a 
Sufficient  Atonement  to  the  People  ;  and  certainly,  that  Op- 
preffion  which  is  committed  under  the  Sanftion  of  the  Laws, 
or  of  the  Royal  Authority,  mull  always  be  deemed  the  moil 
heinoufly  Criminal,  and  ought  to  be  the  moll  feverely  pu- 
nifh'd. 

'  There  never  was  in  any  Reign  a  Scheme  or  Projeft  at- 
tempted, fo  much  to  the  Dillike  and  Diffatisfaftion  of  the 
People  in  general  ;  the  whole  Nation  has  already  fo  openly 
declared  their  Averfion  to  the  Scheme  now  offered  to  us, 
that  I  am  furprized  to  fee  it  infilled  on  ;  the  very  propofing 
of  fuch  a  Scheme  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  fo  many 
Remonllrances  ngainll  it,  I  mull  think  moll  audacious  ;  it  is 
in  a  Manner  flying  in  the  Face  of  the  whole  People  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  fince  they  have  already  declared  againll  it,  God 
forbid  that  we  who  are  their  Reprefentatives  Ihould  declare 
for  it.' 
R  vv'aipoic.  ^^  ^^^^  Speech  of  Sir  William  Wyndham's  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  replied  as  follows : 
Sir, 
*  As  I  was  obliged,  when  I  opened  the  Affair  now  before 
you,  to  take  up  a  great  deal  of  your  Time,  I  then  imagined 
that  I  fhould  not  have  been  under  a  Neceffity  of  giving  you 
any  farther  Trouble  ;  but  when  fuch  Things  are  thrown  out. 
Things  which  in  my  Opinion  are  quite  foreign  to  the  De- 
bate ;  v.'hen  the  ancient  HiRories,  not  only  of  this,  but  other 
Countries,  are  ranfack'd  for  Characters  of  wicked  Minillers, 
in  order  to  adapt  them  to  the  prefent  Times,  and  to  draw 
Parallels  between  them  and  fome  modern  Charafters,  to  which 
they  bear  no  other  Refemblance  than  that  they  were  Mini- 
ilers,  it  is  impoffible  for  one  to  fit  Hill :  Of  late  Years,  I  have 
dealt  but  little  in  the  Study  ofHiftory,  but  I  have  a  very  good 
Prompter  by  me,  [^meafiifrg  Sir  Philip  Torke']  and  by  his 
Means  I  can  lecoUecl,  that  the  Cafe  of  Empfon  and  Dudley, 
mention'd  by  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  lall, 
was  fo  very  different  from  any  Thing  that  can  poffibly  be 
prefumed  from  the  Scheme  now  before  us,  that  I  wonder  how 
it  was  polnble  to  lug  them  into  the  Debate  :  The  Cafe  as  to 
them  was,  that  they  had  by  Virtue  of  old  and  obfolete  Laws, 
moft  unjullly  extorted  great  Sums  of  Money  from  People, 

vvhOi 
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who,  as  was  pretended,  had  become  liable  to  great  Pains  and  Anno  6.  Geo.  u. 
Penalties,  by  having  been  guilty  of  Breaches  of  thofe  obfolete  x^^^J^ 
Laws,  which  for  many  Years  before  had  gone  entirely  into 
Difufe.  I  mull  fay,  and  I  hope  mod  of  thofe  that  hear  me 
think,  that  it  is  very  unjull  and  unfair  to  draw  any  Parallel 
between  the  Characters  of  thofe  two  Minifters  and  mine, 
which  was,  I  fuppofe,  what  the  honourable  Gentleman 
meant  to  do,  when  he  brought  that  Piece  of  Hillory  into 
the  Debate.  If  I  ever  endeavour  to  raife  Money  from  the 
People,  or  from  any  Man  whatever  by  oppreffive  or  illegal 
Means,  if  my  Charafter  fhould  ever  come  to  be  in  any  Re- 
fpe£l  like  theirs,  I  fhall  deferve  their  Fate :  But  while  I 
know  myfelf  to  be  innocent,  I  Ihall  depend  upon  the  Pro- 
tedtion  of  the  Laws  of  my  Country  ;  as  long  as  they  can 
protedl  me  I  am  fafe  ;  and  if  that  Proteftion  fhould  fail,  I 
am  prepared  to  fubmit  to  the  worft  that  can  happen.  I 
know  that  my  political  and  minifterial  Life  has  by  fome 
Gentlemen  been  long  wiflied  at  an  End,  but  they  may  afk 
their  own  difappointed  Hearts,  how  vain  their  Wifhes  have 
been  ;  and  as  for  my  natural  Life,  I  have  lived  long  enough 
to  learn  :o  be  as  eafy  about  parting  with  it,  as  any  Man  can 
well  be. 

*  As  to  thofe  Clamours  which  have  been  raifed  without 
Doors,  and  which  are  now  fo  much  infifted  on,  it  is  very 
well  known  by  whom  and  by  what  Methods  they  were  raifed, 
and  it  is  no  difficult  Matter  to  guefs  with  what  Views  ;  but 
I  am  very  far  from  taking  them  to  be  the  Senfe  of  the  Na- 
tion, or  believing  that  the  Sentiments  of  the  Generality  of 
the  People  were  thereby  exprelTed.  The  moll  Part  of  the 
People  concerned  in  thofe  Clamours  did  not  fpeak  their 
own  Sentiments,  they  were  play'd  by  others  like  fo  many 
Puppets ;  it  was  not  the  Puppets  that  fpoke,  it  was  thofe 
behind  the  Curtain  that  play'd  them,  and  made  them  fpeak 
whatever  they  had  a  Mind. 

*  There  is  now  a  moil  extraordinary  Concourfe  of  People 
at  our  Door ;  I  hope  it  will  not  be  faid,  that  all  thofe 
People  came  there  of  themfelves  naturally,  and  without  any 
Inftigation  from  others  ;  for  to  my  certain  Knowledge,  fome- 
very  odd  Methods  were  ufed  to  bring  fuch  Multitudes  hi- 
ther ;  circular  Letters  were  wrote,  and  fent  by  the  Beadles,  in 
the  moll  publick  and  unprecedented  Manner,  round  almolt 
every  Ward  in  the  City,  fummoning  them  upon  their  Peril 
to  come  down  this  Day  to  the  Houfe  ^  Commons :  This 
I  am  certain  of,  becaufe  I  have  now  one  of  thofe  Letters  itt 
my  Pocket,  figned  by  a  Deputy  of  one  of  the  greatefl  Wards 
in  the  City  of  London,  and  fent  by  the  Beadle  to  one  of 
the  Lihabitants  of  that  Ward  ;  and  I  know  that  fuch  Letters 
\V£:c  fcr.t  in  the  fame  Manner  -Jinc;!;  to  c\  av  Liveryman 

and 
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and  Tradefman  in  that  Ward  :  And  by  the  fame  Sort  of  un- 
warrantable Methods  have  the  Clamours  been  raifed,  almoit 
in  every  other  Part  of  the  Nation. 

•  Gentlemen  may  fay  what  they  pleafe  of  the  Multi- 
tudes now  at  our  Door,  and  in  all  the  Avenues  leading 
to  this  Iloufe ;  they  may  call  them  a  modeil  Multitude 
if  they  will  ;  but  whatever  Temper  they  were  in  when 
they  came  hither,  it  may  be  very  much  alter'd  now, 
after  having  waited  fo  long  at  our  Door  :  It  may  be  a 
very  eafy  Matter  for  fome  defigning  feditious  Perfon  to 
raife  a  Tumult  and  Diforder  among  them,  and  when  Tumults 
are  once  begun,  no  Man  knows  where  they  may  end  ;  he  is 
a  greater  Man  than  any  I  kr»ow  in  the  Nation,  that  could 
with  the  fame  Eafe  appeafe  them  ;  for  this  Reafon  I  muft 
think,  that  if  was  neither  prudent  nor  regular  to  ufe  any 
Methods  for  bringing  fuch  Multitudes  to  this  Place,  under 
any  Pretence  whatever.  Gentlemen  may  give  them  what 
Name  they  think  fit;  it  may  be  faid  that  they  came  hither  as 
humble  Supplicants,  b.it  I  knov^  whom  the  Law  calls  Stur- 
dy Beggars  ;  and  thofe  who  brought  them  hither  could  not 
be  certain,  but  tliat  they  might  have  behav'd  in  the  fame 
Manner.' 
Sir  John  Barnard  Hcrcupon  Sir  Johu  Barnard  rofe  up  to  fpeak,  but  there 
rihiif  up  to  fpcak:,  being  a  Diforder  in  the  Committee,  and    the  Queilion  being 

2nd  there  bein^  ^**«i  *-^ 

a  Diforder  in  the    loudly  call'd   for,    Sir  John   Hynde  Cotton  Itood   up,  and 

Committee,  Sir        r      i       ^1 
JohnHyncie  Cotton 'PO'^^  ttlUS  : 

fpcaks  to  Order.  *  ^o  Order,  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  call  Gentlemen  to  Or- 
der ;  there  is  now  a  Gentleman  up  to  fpeak,  a  Gentleman 
who  fpeaks  as  well  as  any  Genileman  in  this  Houfe,  and 
who  deferves  Attention  as  much  as  any  Gentleman  thatev^er 
fpoke  in  this  Houfe  :  Befides,  he  is  one  of  the  Reprefenta 
lives  of  the  greateO:  and  richeil  City  in  Europe,  a  City  which 
is  greatly  intereRed  in  this  Debate,  and  therefore  he  mull 
be  heard  ;  and  I  defire.  Sir,  that  you  will  call  to  Order, 
that  the  Committee  maylhew  him  at  leaft  that  Refped,  which 
is  due  to  every  Gentleman  who  is  a  Mem.ber  of  this  Houfe.' 

The  Com-Rittee  After  this  the  Committee  being  called  to  Order,  Sir  John 

5^r"i>"Kr°'"  Barnard  went  on  : 

tuiigocsca,  Sil" 

'  I  know  of  no  irregular  or  unfair  Methods  that  were  ufed 
to  call  People  from  the  City  to  your  Door  ;  it  is  certain  that 
any  Sft  of  Gentlemen  or  Merchants  may  lawfully  defire  their 
Friend-',  they  may  even  u'rite  Letters,  and  they  may  fend 
thofe  Letters  by  whom  ihey  pleafe,  to  defire  the  Merchants  ol 
Figure  and  Charafler  to  come  down  to  the  Court  of  Re- 
quells  and  to  our  Lobby,  in  order  to  folicite  their  Friends 
nnd  Acquaintance  againii  any  Scheme  or  Projeft,  which  they 
fliink  m^y  be  prejudicial   to   them.     This  is  the  undoubted 

Risht 


(     353    ) 
Right  of  the  Sabjei^,  and  what  has  been  always  pmftifed  upon  Ann"  o-  '^eo.  ii, 
all  Occafions.     The  honourable  Gentleman  talks  of  Sturdy  \_,!,—^,-',,j 
Beggars,  I  do  not  know  what  Sort  of  People  may  be  now 
at  our  Door,  becaufe  I  have  not  lately  been  out  of  the  Houfe  ; 
Due  I  believe  they  are   the  fame  Sort  of  People  that  were 
there  when  I  came  lall  into  the  Houfe,  and  then  I  can  affure 

you  that  I  faw  none,  but  fuch  asdofervc  the  Name  of  Sturdy      

Beggars  as  little  as  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf,  or  '"^ 
any  Gentleman  whatever.  It  is  well  known  that  the  City 
of  London  was  fufficiently  apprifed  of  what  we  were  this 
Day  to  be  about ;  where  they  got  their  Information  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  am  very  certain  that  they  had  a  right  No- 
tion of  the  Scheme  which  has  been  now  opened  to  us  ;  and 
they  were  fo  generally  and  zealoufly  bent  againft  it,  that 
whatever  Methods  may  have  been  ui'ed  to  call  them  hither, 
I  am  fure  it  would  have  been  impoflible  to  have  found  any 
legal  Methods  to  have  prevented  their  coming  hither.' 

Then  after  fome  farther  Debate,  the  Queftion  being  put 
upon  the  Motion  made  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  Affirmative,  by  266  Voices  againft  205.  The 
Reader  will  find  the  Names  of  the  Members,  who  voted 
Pro  and  Con  in  this  Debate,  m  the  J  P  P  E  N  D  I X. 

After   this  three  other  Motions  were    agreed   to,    with-  Four  Rerdutions 
©ut  any  Divifion  ;  which,  with   the  firft    Refolution,  are  as  of  the  whoie'^'' 
follows.     I,  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  "[;f  oVsir''Rcb!;'rt 
the  Subfidy  and  additional  Duty  upon  Tobacco  of  the  Britilh  ^vaipoiejs  Motion 
Plantations,  granted  by  an  Aft  of  the  1 2th  of  King  Charles  II.  Ex'cifc^scheme  i 
and  the  Impofl:   thereon,  granted  by   an  Aft  of  the   ift  of 
King  James  II.    and   alfo  the  one  third  Subfidy  thereon, 
granted  by  an  Aft  of  the  2d  of  Queen  Anne,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  5  ^d.  per  Pound,  for  feveral  Terms  of  Years  in 
the  faid  refpeftive  Afts  mention'd,  and   which   have  fmce 
been  continued  and  made  perpetual,  fubjeft  to  Redemption 
by  Parliament,  fhall   from  and  after  the  24th  Day  of  Jur.e 
1733,  ceafe  and  determine.     II.     That  in  lieu  of  the  faid 
Duties  fo   to    be  determined,  there  fhould  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty  an  Inland  Duty  of  ^d.  per  Pound  upon  all  Tobacco 
imported  from  the  Britiih  Plantations,  to  be  paid  before  the 
taking  the  fame  out  of  the  Warehoufe.     ill.  That  the  In- 
land Duties,  to  be  raifed  and  levied  upon  Tobacco,    be  ap- 
propriated and  applied  to  the  fame  Ufcs  and  Purpofes,  as  the 
former  Duties  upon  Tobacco,  to  Le  determined,  were  ap- 
propriated   and  applied.      IV.  That   all    Fines,     Penalties, 
Forfeitures,  and   Seizures,  to  arife  by   the    faid  Duties,  be 
apply'd   to   the   Ufe  of  the  Publick,  except  fo  much  there- 
of   as   fhould   be   iiilcAed    to  the    Informers    or    Profecu- 
tors.' 

Vo  I.,  ir,  y  y  hUi-b 
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Which  bc'.n^  re- 
ported to  the 
Houfc,  and  a  Mo- 
tion macie  fv  r 
as^rccing  with  ihe 
Committee  iii  tlic 
Firlt  Rei""lu!iop., 
it  occ;iiioi)S  a  ficlh 
Debate. 

Sir  John  Barnaid. 
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March  1 6.  Sir  Charles  Turner  reported   the  above  Refo- 
ludons  to  the  Hoafe ;  and  a  Motion  being  rnKcie  for  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  in  the  firft  Refolution,  Sir  John  Barnard 
flood  up  and  fpoke  as  follows : 
Sir, 

'  Though  the  Refolutions  which  have  been  now  read  to 
us,  were  agreed  to  by  a  Majority  of  thofe  prefcnt  in  the 
Committee,  yet  I  can  make  no  Manner  of  Doubt,  but  that 
now,  after  Gentlemen  have  had  i  ime  to  confider  that  Aflair 
ferioufly,  there  will  be  many  of  a  different  Opinion  from 
what  they  were  of  in  the  Committee  ;  for  my  own  Part,  I 
mufl:  fay,  that  the  more  I  confider  that  Scheme  on  which 
thefe  Refolutions  are  founded,  the  more  Objeftions  I  find  to 
it,  and  the  lefs  I  find  in  thofe  Arguments  wiiich  were  offered 
in  Support  of  it.  One  of  the  chief  Ends  propofed  by  this 
Scheme  is,  the  preventing  of  thofe  Frauds  which  have  for- 
merly been  committed  in  the  Tobacco-Trade  ;  but,  if  we 
particularly  examine  thofe  Frauds  we  fhall  find,  that  every 
one  of  them  may  either  be  prevented  by  the  Laws  already 
in  Being,  or  they  are  iuch  as  cannot  be  eftedually  prevented 
by  any  Thing  in  the  Scheme  propofed. 

'  'fJie  Fraud  which  has  been  committed  upon  the  Weigh- 
ing of  the  Tobacco  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  and  likewife  that 
of  exporting  one  Sort  of  Tobacco  for  another,  is  altogether 
owing,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  to  a  Negledl  of  Duty 
in  the  Oflicers,  and  not  to  any  Defedl  in  the  Laws  :  And  as 
to  the  Frauds  of  running  or  re-landing  Tobacco,  after  it  has 
been  entered  for  Exportation  and  has  received  the  Draw- 
back.%  v.'hich  are  thofe  by  which  the  Publick  has  and  ahvays 
will  fuffer  moil,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Scheme  that  can  any 
Way  contribute  to  the  preventing  them  ;  for  it  is  not  the 
Manner  of  colleding  of  Dudes,  but  the  Amount  of  the 
Duties,  wiiich  occafions  Smuggling  and  Running  in  all 
Countries,  and  in  all  Branches  of  Trade  ;  and  fmce  the  Du- 
ties on  Tobacco  are  by  this  Scheme  to  be  as  high,  or  very 
near  as  high,  as  they  were  before,  we  may  expedt  there  will 
be  as  much  Smuggling  as  there  was  formerly  ;  where  the 
Temptation  is  great,  the  Number  of  the  Tempted  will  in- 
creafe  in  Proportion,  let  the  Danger  they  run  be  never  fo 
great. 

'  As  for  the  V/arehoufes  propofed,  if  there  be  any  Thing 
in  that  Part  of  the  Scheme,  which  may  be  of  Ufe  againft 
Smuggling,  it  is  not  to  this  Scheme,  that  the  Propofltion 
owes  its  Birth  ;  it  is  what  the  Merchants  themfelves  have 
long  ago  dcfired  ;  and  for  that  Purpofe  I  drew  up  fome  Time 
ago  a  Claufe  to  have  been  ofFer'd  to  this  Houfe,  which  I 
fhewed  to  the  honourable  Gentleman  on  the  Floor ;  and  at 
that  Time  the  Affair  would  have  been  pufhed,    but  there 
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arofe  fome  Difputes  and  DifFerences  among  the  Merchants   Anno 6.  Geo.  ii, 
themfelves,  which  occafioned  its  being  deferred  :  That  Part  t  ^ll^^tl 
of  the  Scheme  therefore  I  ilmll  find  no  Fault  with,  I  believe 
no  Merchant  will,  but   then  we  would   have  it  without  the 
Laws  of  Excife  ;  for  this  Reafon  the  honourable  Gentleman 
cries  out  againfi  the  Merchants,  as  a  vsry  unreafonable  Set 
of  Men  ;  he  fays,  that  they  formerly  defired  to  have  Ware- 
houfes,  and  yet  now  they  refufe  to  accept  of  them.     But  do 
not  Gentlemen  fee  where  the  Difference  lies  ?  The  Merchants 
defire  to  have  Warehoufes  without  an   Excife,   and  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  will  not,  it  fcems,  favour  us  with  the 
one,  without  loading  us  with  the  other. 

'  As  to  what  the  Civil  Lilt  may  get  by   this  Scheme,  it 
will  depend  entirely  upon  the  Effed  the   Scheme  may  have 
in   relation  to  the  Preventing  of  Frauds  ;  but  it  is  certain, 
that  if  the  publick  Revenue  get  any  Thing  by  the  Scheme, 
the  Civil  Lill  will  get  in  Proportion,  or  rather  more  ;  for, 
by  what  is  now  propofed,  that  Part  of  the  Duty,  which  goes 
towards  the  Civil  Liil-,  is  ftill  to  be  payable  upon  Importation 
at  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  and  to  be  drawn  back  on  Exportation, 
as  before  :  Now  it  is  manifeft,  that  this  will  be  a  great  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Civil  Lift,  and  often  a  great  Inconvenience  to 
the  Merchant ;  for  once  in  every   fix  Weeks  that  Money 
will  be  carry'd  to  the  Exchequer,  and  when  once  it  is  lodged 
there,  I  believe  it  will  there  remain  ;  it  will  never  be  fent 
back  to  the  Cuftom-Houfe    to  anfwer  any  Occafion  there 
may  be  for   it  at  that   Place  ;  fo  that  when   the  Merchant 
comes  to  export  a  Quantity  of  Tobacco,  and   to  call  for  his 
Drawback,  if  the   Commiffioners  have  none  of   that  Civil 
Lift  Money  in   their  Hands,  they  cannot  apply  the  Produce 
of  any  other  Branch  of  the  publick  Revenue  to  that  Ufe, 
and  therefore  the  Merchant  muft  wait  for  his  Drawback  'till 
fome  new  Tobacco    be   imported  ;     by    v.hich  Means  the 
Crown  may  often  have  the  Uk  of  that  Money,  which  fliould 
have  been  applied  to  the  Payment  of  the  Merchant,  perhaps 
for  near  a  Twelvemouth  at  a  Time ;   and  the  Laying  out  of 
that  Money  for  fo  long  a  Time,  may  often  happen  to  be  of 
dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Merchant's  Credit. 

*  The  honourable  Gentleman  talk'd  of  making  London  a 
free  Port,  I  vvifh  with  all  my  Heart  he  would  do  fo  ;  it  is 
certainly  what  every  Merchant  wifhes  to  fee  done,  and  what 
would  greatly  contribute  to  the  Increafe  and  Encourage- 
ment of  the  Trade  of  this  Nation  ;  but  how  fuch  a  Pretence 
can  be  fet  up  in  favour  of  the  Si:heme  now  before  us,  I  can- 
not comprehend,  for  I  can  fee  nothing  in  the  Scheme  that 
has  the  leaft  Tendency  towards  producing  an  Effeft  fo  much 
to  be  wifhed  for  :  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  evident  to 
me,  that  by  this  Scheme,  the  Port  of  London,  and  all  the 
Y  y  2  other 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  11.  Other  Ports  of  the  Kingdom,  will  be  fo  far  from  being  made 
free,  that  at  every  one  of  them  the  Merchant  will  be  fub- 
jefted  to  more  Trouble  and  Expence,  both  upon  Importa- 
tion and  Exportation,  than  ever  he  was  before.  'Tis  true 
that  upon  the  Importation  of  Tobacco,  the  Merchant  was 
formerly  obliged  to  pay  down  the  whole  Duties,  or  give  his 
Bond  with  fufficient  Sureties  for  them ;  but  this  was  never 
any  Hardfhip  upon  the  Merchant,  becaufe,  if  he  had  ready 
Money,  he  advanced  it  for  the  prompt  Payment  of  the 
Duties,  and  he  had  an  Allowance  for  fo  doing  ;  which  was 
but  a  reafonable  Allowance,  confidering  how  long  he  was 
fometimes  obliged  to  keep  his  Tobacco  on  his  Hands,  be- 
fore he  met  with  a  Market  either  for  Home-Confumption 
or  Exportation,  and  how  many  Months  Credit  he  was  often 
after  that  obliged  to  give  to  the  Buyer  ;  and  if  he  had  not 
ready  Money  at  Command,  he  could  formerly  give  his  Bond 
for  the  whole  Duties  with  two  fufficient  Sureties,  which  a 
Man  of  tolerable  Credit  could  always  eafily  find  ;  whereas 
by  this  Scheme,  it  feems,  every  Merchant-Importer  of  To- 
bacco mult  pay  fome  Part  of  the  Duties  at  the  Entry,  let 
him  make  what  Shift  he  will  for  the  Money,  which  to  a 
poor  Man  is  a  new  Hardfhip  ;  and  to  a  rich  Man  the  Pay- 
ment of  that  Part  of  the  Duties  in  ready  Money,  is  a  greater 
Hardfhip  than  the  Payment  of  the  whole,  confidering  that 
he  has  no  Allowance  for  prompt  Payment,  as  to  that  Part 
of  the  Duties  which  he  is  obliged  to  pay  in  ready  Money. 

*  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  any  Gentleman  fay,  that  Brew- 
ers make  no  Complaints  on  account  of  their  being  fubjefted 
to  the  Laws  of  Excile  ;  I  do  not  know  what  Sort  of  Brewers 
thofe  Gentlemen  inay  converfe  with,  but  I  never  converfed 
with  any  who  did  not  complain  of  it  as  a  very  great  Grie- 
vance, nor  did  I  ever  meet  with  any  who  could  not  give 
very  lubitantiRl  Rcafons  for  their  Complaints.  There  are 
many  particular  Ways  by  which  the  Officers  of  Excife  may 
be  troubiefome  and  vexatious  to  the  Brewer  ;  but  there  is 
one  which  is  generally  pradlifed  all  over  the  Kingdom,  and 
that  is,  tliat  thofe  Officers  not  only  eaiige  and  take  an  Ac- 
count of  their  Liquors,  but  likewiie  oblige  the  Brewers  to 
fhew  them  their  Books  as  often  as  they  have  a  Mind  ;  by 
which  Means  they  not  only  pry  into  all  the  Secrets  and 
Myfteries  of  their  Trade,  but  likcwife  into  their  Circum- 
ftances  and  Fortunes.  Can  any  Gentleman  look  upon  this 
as  no  Grievance  ?  Is  it  not  a  Hardfhip  upon  any  Man  to 
have  the  Secrets  and  Myfleries  of  his  Trade  expofed  to  every 
little  Fellovv',  whom  the  Cornmiffioner.':,  of  Excife  fhall  pleafl- 
to  put  in  Authority  over  him  }  But  is  it  not  flill  a  greater 
Hardfhip,  for  a  Mav,  to  be  cWiged  to  difcover  his  Circum- 
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fiances  to  one  who  is  an  utter  Stranger  to  him,  perhaps  to  *"""  ^-  ^«''-  ^• 
one  who  is  his  moft  implacable  Enemy  ? 

*  The  honourable  Gentleman,  I  find,  values  himfelf  much 
upon  the  fmall  Increafe  of  Excife-Officers  that  is  to  be  made 
by  his  Scheme ;  but  then  he  feems  to  forget  the  Warehoufe- 
Keepers ;  they,  as  well  as  the  other  Officers  of  Excife,  are 
all  to  be  named  by  the  Crown,  and  paid  by  the  Publick, 
confequently  they  are  certainly  to  be  called  Officers  of  the 
Reveaue  :  They  will  be  as  expenfive  to  the  Publick,  and  as 
great  Slaves  to  the  Adminiftration,  as  any  other  Sort  of  Of- 
ficers whatever.  As  there  are  to  be  a  great  Number  of  To- 
bacco-War  ehoufes  in  Britain,  there  mult  be  a  great  Number 
of  them  employ'd  to  attend  thofe  Warehoufes  as  often  as 
there  fhall  be  Occafion  for  them,  otherwife  it  will  be  impof- 
fible  for  the  Merchant  to  manage  or  difpofe  of  the  Goods  he 
has  there  lodged  ;  from  whence  I  muft  conclude,  that  the 
Number  of  thofe  Warehoufe-keepers  will  be  much  more 
than  double  the  Number  of  the  other  new  Officers  to  be 
added  by  this  Scheme. 

Gentlemen  feem  to  make  light  of  the  Trouble  that  Mer- 
chants will  be  put  to  by  thofe  Warehoufe-keepers  ;  they 
think  it  will  be  no  Inconvenience  to  the  Merchant  to  be  de- 
barred all  Accefs  to  his  Goods,  but  at  thofe  Hours  when  the 
Warehoufe-keeper  is  to  be  obliged  to  attend  him.  Thofe, 
who  argue  at  this  Rate,  feem  to  know  but  little  of  the 
various  Accidents  that  happen  in  Trade  ;  but  this  is  not  the 
only  Inconvenience  that  even  the  Merchant  is  to  be  expofed 
to  by  this  Scheme  ;  he  mull,  for  every  Quantity  of  Tobacco 
he  fells,  make  a  Journey,  or  fend  a  MelTenger  to  the  Per- 
mit-Office for  a  Permit,  which  mull  neceffarily  put  him  to 
a  great  deal  of  Trouble  and  Expence ;  and  therefore,  that 
the  Merchant  may  be  as  much  eafed  as  poffible,  I  hope  that, 
as  foon  as  thofe  publick  Warehoufes  are  all  appointed,  there 
will  be  two  little  Lodges  like  Centry-Boxes,  built  fome- 
where  adjoining  to  each  Warehoufe,  one  for  the  Warehoufe- 
Keeper,  and  the  other  for  the  Officer  who  is  to  grant  the 
Permits. 

*  It  has  been  faid,  that  Liberty  has  nothing  to  do  in  the 
Quellion  now  before  us ;  but,  in  my  Opinion,  if  it  is  not  deep- 
ly concerned  in  this  Queflion,  it  never  can  be  concern'd  in  any 
Quellion  that  can  come  before  this  Houfe  :  Is  not  every 
Man's  Houfe  looked  on  as  his  Afylum  ?  Is  then  the  giving 
a  Power  to  any  little  paltry  Excifcman,  to  enter  People's 
Houfes  at  all  Times  cf  the  Day  and  Night,  no  Encroach- 
ment upon  the  Liberty  of  thofe  People  ?  If  it  is  not  an  En- 
croachment upon  a  Man's  Liberty,  it  certainly  is  a  very 
diredl  one  upon  his  Property,  and  of  Confequence  it  will 
be  found  to  be  an  Encroachment  upon  his  Liberty  ;  for  can 
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Aano  6.  G«».  II.  any  Man  be  faid  to  be  free,  who  muft  mbmit  to,  and  be 
m»-33-  tjjg  humble  Slave  of  his  Excifeman,  otherwife  he  muft  ex- 
peft  no  Quiet  or  Comfort  within  his  own  Dwelling  Houfe : 
The  moft  blamelefs  Conduft  cannot  fecure  him  againlt  Vexa- 
tion ;  and  no  Man  can  be  faid  to  be  free,  who  cannot  de- 
pend upon  his  Innocence  for  his  Proteftion  :  An  Officer 
ifivefted  with  fuch  Power,  may  fall  upon  twenty  Ways 
to  teaze  and  vex  the  moft  innocent  Man  upon  Earth  :  I 
fenow,  that  one  of  my  Acquaintance,  who  has  the  Misfor- 
tune to  be  fubje£t  to  the  Laws  of  Excife  already  in  Beings 
was,  for  a  confiderable  Time  together,  regularly  vifited  by 
ixis  Excifeman  at  the  Hour  the  Family  went  to  Dinner  ; 
and  if  they  had  but  civilly  afk'd  the  Gentleman  to  call  at 
any  other  Time,   his  immediate  Anfwer  was,   *  No,  Sir, 

*  I  am  in  a  Hurry,  I  have  a  great  deal  of  other  Buftnefs  to 

*  attend  befides  yours  ;    I  muft  immediately  vifit   fuch  a 

*  Place  ;   if  you  will  not  aJlow  me,  I  muft  go,  and  I  know 

*  what  to  do.'  By  this  rude  Behaviour  the  whole  Family 
was  difturbed,  and  one  of  them  was  always  obliged  to  get 
up  from  Dinner,  in  order  to  go  and  let  him  vifit  fuch  Places 
in  the  Houfe  as  he  had  a  Mind.' 

*  Thefe  are  the  Fellows  who,  by  this  fine  Scheme,  are  to 
be  put  into  every  Man's  Houfe  that  is  a  Dealer  in  either  of 
the  two  Commodities  of  Tobacco  or  Wine  :  Thefe  are  the 
Lord  Danes,  who  are  to  be  by  Law  appointed  to  lord  it 
over  every  fuch  Dealer  and  his  whole  Family :  We  know 
what  was  the  Fate  of  the  Lord  Danes  we  had  formerly  in 
England,  and  I  fhall  be  very  little  furprized  if  thefe  new 
ones  meet  with  the  fame  Fate.  In  fhort.  Gentlemen  may 
drefs  up  this  Scheme  in  what  Shape  they  pleafe  ;  but  to  one 
who  confiders  it  coolly  and  impartially  as  I  have  done,  it 
muft  appear  in  its  true  Colours.  I  am  convinced  that  it  will 
produce  nothing  but  the  moft  mifchievous  Confequences,  not 
only  to  thofe  who  are  to  be  immediately  affefted  by  it,  but 
like  wife  to  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Nation  in 
general ;  and  therefore  I  am  entirely  againft  agreeing  to  the 
Refolutions  of  the  Committee.' 

MrWaipoie.  Mr  Horatio  Walpole  fpoke  next  for  agreeing  with  the 

Mr  Br:^:-ifton.        Committee  ;  Mr  Bramiion  againft  it  ;    Lord  Hervey  for  it  ; 
sS'Thomw  Robin-  then  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  ftood  up  and  fpoke  as  follows, 
f""-  Sir, 

*  As  I  had  not  an  Opportunity  in  the  Committee  of  giving 
my  Opinion  in  this  Queflion,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  indulged  the 
Liberty  of  doing  it  now,  fmce  I  find  the  whole  is  to  be  can- 
vaffed  over  again.  I  will  take  up  as  little  of  your  Time  as 
poffible,  in  making  a  few  Obfervations  on  the  Scheme  itfelf 
as  it  now  appears  to  us,  and  on  what  has  fell  from  fome 
Gentlemen  ia  the  Comic  ©f  this  Debate. 

*  I 
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*  I  cannot  help  expreffing  my  Surprize,  to  hear  fo  often  Anno  6.  Geo.  it 
repeated  the  cruel  Ufage  the  Englifh  Merchants  have  met 
with  of  late  :  For  God's  Sake,  let  all  that  has  been  faid  in 
this  Houfe,  during  the  Time  this  Affair  has  been  upon  the 
Anvil,  be  fairly  and  impartially  canvafTed,  and  'twill  come 
out  to  be  againft  the  unfair  Dealers  in  Wine  and  Tobacco, 
and  againft  them  only ;  why  fhould  Gentlemen  therefore 
apply  it  to  Merchants  in  General  ?  Give  me  Leave  to  fay, 
wlioever  makes  fuch  Application,  'tis  they  who  pin  the  Que- 
ilion  upon  the  whole  Body  of  Merch^ints,  and  not  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen who  think  the  Method  propofed  of  colleding  this  Re- 
venue, will  fecure  to  the  Publick  what  they  have  an  un- 
doubted Right  to.  All  that  has  been  faid  on  this  Head,  and' 
what  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  do  by  this  Bill,  is  calculat- 
ed to  afFed  thofe  Men  only,  whofe  Artifices  and  Cunning 
have  hitherto  evaded  the  Culloms,  againft  whom  no  lefs  Cau- 
tion can  fecure  that  Duty  to  the  publick  Purfe,  which  every 
Confumer  of  this  Commodity  has  an  indifputable  Right  to 
have  fairly  collefted. 

*  Surely  no  Gentleman,  who  appears  for  this  Scheme, 
would  for  his  own  Sake  proteft  or  countenance  it,  if  he  ima- 
gined the  Saccefs  of  it  would  either  affeft  our  Trade,  or  the 
Body  of  the  Englifn  Merchants  immediately  concerned  in  the 
Exportation  of  our  Manufaftures,  or  by  way  of  Return  for 
them  in  the  Importation  of  foreign  Produftions  ufeful  and 
neceffary  to  us ;  for  it  is  to  our  Trade,  and  to  our  Mer- 
chants, that  the  real  Caufes  of  the  Wealth  and  Profperity 
of  this  Nation  are  principally  to  be  afcribed  :  But  this- 
Scheme  is  not  intended  to  aiFedi,  nor  will,  I  think,  in  any 
Shape  reach  thefe  Men,  which  when  they  come  impartially 
to  confidcr,  they  muft  be  fenfible  of ;  and  then  they  will  be 
able  to  judge,  whether  they  have  been  alarmed  at  the  Ap- 
proach of  real,  or  only  at  the  Noife  of  imaginary  Dangers. 

*  I  am  very  forry  to  hear  fo  often  urged,  that  thefe  Re- 
ftriftions  propofed  only  for  the  preventing  of  Frauds  will  be 
a  Difcouragement  to  Trade  in  general  ;  for  the  natural  Con- 
dufion  from  thence  would  feem  to  be,  that  Frauds  and  Trade 
were  infeparable  :  As  the  very  Foundation  of  tliis  Scheme, 
appears  to  me  to  be  intended  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
publick  Revenue  by  the  Difcouragement  of  Frauds ;  when  it 
is  fo  often  affirmed,  that  it  will  alfo  be  a  Difcouragement 
to  Trade,  a  Stranger  in  the  Gallery,  who  was  to  hear  our 
Debates,  would  naturally  imagine  that  a  Continuance  of, 
or  a  Connivance  at  Frauds,  was  in  this  Country  a  neceffary 
Encouragement  to  Trade. 

*  As  tJiis  Bill  appears  to  me  to  be  attended  with  certain 
Advantages  to  the  Tobacco-Trade,  and  as  I  fhould  be  glad 
to  be  fet  right  if  I  am  millaken  ;  I  beg  Leave  to  ask  a  few 
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Anao  6.  Geo.  II.  Queftions  of  thofe  who  are  converfant  in  Trade  :  Whethef 
high  Duties  on  Goods  imported  are  not  a  great  Weight  on 
every  Branch  of  Trade  fo  loaded  ;  as  it  not  only  obliges  the 
Merchant  to  keep  a  double  Stock  in  ready  Money,  but  of 
courfe  confines  that  Trade  to  a  very  narrow  Circle  of  Dea- 
lers, and  furely  it  never  can  be  the  Intereft  of  a  Trading  Na- 
tion to  encourage  Monopolies  ?  Then  I  mull  afk,  Whether, 
as  the  Law  now  ftands,  the  Tobacco-Trade  has  not  this 
Hardfhip  attending  it  ?  If  it  be  fo,  I  would  afk.  Whether 
this  Clog  is  not  entirely  removed  by  this  Scheme  ?  no  Duty 
being  to  be  paid  at  Importation,  nor  any  Money  demanded 
'till  the  Faftor  has  made  his  Bargain  with  the  Retailer,  who 
is  to  pay  the  whole  Duty  ? 

*  Is  it  not  another  allowed  Maxim  in  Trade,  that  one  of 
the  greateft  Temptations  to  Frauds  are  large  Drawbacks  on 
Goods  exported,  nay  the  very  Parent  of  Frauds  in  this  Com- 
modity ?  If  this  be  a  Faft,  is  not  this  Motive  to  Frauds  en- 
tirely removed,  there  being  by  this  Scheme  no  Temptation 
■whatever  to  Frauds  on  this  Head  ?  for  by  this  Scheme  as 
now  amended,  there  is  no  Part  of  the  Duty  to  be  paid  at  Im- 
portation, there  is  not  a  Farthing  of  the  Duty  ever  to  be 
paid  for  the  Tobacco  which  fhall  hereafter  be  re-exported  j 
fo  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  firft,  and  who 
always  fpeaksvfo  well  and  with  fo  much  Weight  in  this 
Houie,  has  in  this  Particular  entirely  miilaken  the  Scheme 
now  before  us. 

*  Has  not  the  Method  of  Bonding  the  Duties,  'till  very 
lately  at  leaft,  been  univerfally  allov,'ed  to  be  often  fatal  to 
both  the  Planters  and  Faftors,  and  as  often  detrimental  to 
the  Publick  ?  Is  not  this  Hardihip  quite  obviated  by  this 
Scheme  ?  Is  not  Bonding  entirely  out  of  the  prefent  Que- 
ftion? 

*  Were  not  the  Charges  in  the  Bills  of  Sale  from  the  Faftor 
to  his  Planter  a  very  great  Hardfhip  on  the  latter  ?  Accord- 
ing to  all  thofe  I  have  feen,  they  never  amounted  to  lefs 
than  25  per  Cent,  and  oftner  to  much  more,  on  the  whole 
neat  Produce  returned  to  the  Planter  for  his  Tobacco.  I  don't 
mean  to  accufe  the  Faftor  of  taking  an  extravagant  or  unjuft 
Gain  on  this  Head  :  but  what  I  think  we  are  now  contend- 
ing to  remove,  is  the  Pretence  for  and  the  Foundation  of 
'thefe  Charges,  which  have  been  fo  greatly  detrimental  to 
that  Trade,  and  fo  great  a  Hardfhip  on  the  Virginia  and  Ma- 
ryland ^  Planters,  who  now  fend  you  a  Merchandize  that 
proves  to  this  Nation,  by  the  great  Quantities  re-exported  to 
foreign  Markets,  a  very  beneficial  Branch  of  your  Commerce ; 
and  if  fomething  be  not  now  done  in  their  Behalf,  I  am  told 
from  very  good  Hands,  we  fhall  run  the  Rifque  of  lofing 
this  Staple  of  Tobacco  ;  Then  'twill  be  too  late  to  confider 

what 
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w^iat  Methods  are  beft  for  collcfting  the  Duties  on  it ;    and   Anno  5.  Geo.  ii. 
therefore,  were  there  no  other  Motive  for  this  Bill,  this  Con-  ^     ,^— i'"— 
iidefation  alone  would  weigh  greatly  with  me,  to  make  a 
Trial,  at  lealt,  of  the  M'chodriow  propofed  for  giving  Re- 
lief to  fo  condderable  a  Part  of  our  American  Colonies. 

*  Now  I  am  up,  Sir,  give  me  Leave  to  remind  Gentlemen, 
that,  as  the  Law  now  Hands  4^d.  neat  Money,  at  lealt,  is 
paid  on  each  Pound  of  Tobacco,  immediately  on  Importa- 
tion, tho'  the  Importer  takes  the  Advantage  of  all  the  Dif- 
cou'nts  on  prompt  Payment,  otherwife  the  Duty  comes  high- 
er :  But  by  this  Scheme,  the  whole  Duty  will  be  at  the  high- 
ell  but  ^,;d.  per  Pound  Weight,  and  will  not  be  demanded 
'till  the  i'obacco  is  taken  out  of  the  Warehoufe  for  Home- 
Confumption,  and  therefore  may  fometimes  not  be  paid  'till 
eighteen  Months  or  two  Years  after  the  landing  of  the  To- 
bacco :  Let  therefore  who  will  advance  the  Money,  this 
farther  Credit  given  by  the  Publick,  for  the  Payment  of  the 
Duty,  mull  be  a  certain  Benefit  to  this  Traae  ;  and  thus, 
by  Poilponing  the  Payment  of  the  Duties  'till  fo  much  nearer 
the  Time  of  Confumption,  the  Dealers  in  Tobacco  will  be 
enabled,  and  ought  to  afford  it  to  the  Confumer  on  more  rea- 
fonable  Terms. 

'  If  then  this  Scheme  be  found  to  be  no  real  Detriment  to 
the  fair  Merchant,  and  a  certain  Benefit  to  the  Planters,  I 
believe  in  another  Particular  it  will  be  a  demonftrable  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Publick,  I  mean  an  Improvement  of  the  Re- 
venue :  But  what  appears  to  me  pretty  extraordinary  is,  to 
hear  that  Improvement  urged  as  one  of  the  chief  Objeftions 
againil  the  whole  Scheme,  becaufe  the  Civil-Lifl  Revenue 
will  alfo  of  courfc  receive  feme  Increafe.  Give  me  Leave 
to  fay,  that  whatever  Appearance  of  Weight  there  might 
have  been  in  this  Objeftion  before  the  Scheme  was  known, 
yet  now  when  it  comes  to  be  ccnfidered,  that  the  Crown  in 
Return  gives  up  to  the  Publick  all  Forfeitures  and  Seizures, 
this  Objedion  can  be  of  little  Weight  :  But  furely  this  could 
never  !-,ave  been  thought  a  fulScicnt  Objcclion  for  the  Le- 
gillature  to  refufe  :\  Remedy  againil  the  k!,(>vvn  Frauds,  prac- 
tifed  in  the  Colleftion  ot  the  publick  Revenues,  on  ac- 
count of  its  preventing  tr.ofe  pradtifed  againft  the  Crown  ;  e- 
fpecialiy,  when  even  this  Improvement  of  the  King's  Income 
is  no  more  than  what  was,  in  F.fFcCt,  granted  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, wiien  they  appropriated  the  Produce  of  thofe  Duties 
to  his  Majefty  for  Life 

'  Bjc  fincc  it  is  faiu,  tiiat  this  Alteration  in  the  Method  of 
collecting  the  Duty  on  Tobacco  will  be  fuch  an  Augmenta 
tion  to  the  Revenue,  thongh  no  new  Tax  be  laid  on,  nor  an 
Addition  mrde  to  any  one  now  in  Being,  it  may  be  a  '  ed. 
From  V,' hence  this  Augmentation  willarife?  To  this   the 

Vol.  II.  Z  z  bare 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II,   bare  Enumeration  of  the  feveral  Frauds,  at  prefent  praftifed 
in  the  Colleftion  of  this  Duty,  would  be  a  fufficient  Anfwer ; 
efpecially,  if  we  confider  the  large  Sum,  which  the  Frauds 
that  have   aftually  been  difcovered  yearly  amount  to,  and 
that  it   cannot  be   fuppofed,     that    one  fifth  Part  of  the 
Frauds,  which  have  really  been  committed,  have  ever  come 
to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Publick,  or  of  thofe  intrufted  with 
the  CoUefting  of  this  Duty  :  But  as  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man, who  opened   the  Debate   in  the  Committee,  has  fo 
fully  and  fo  demonilrably  ihewn  the  Particulars  of  thefe  un- 
lawful Tranfaftions  ;  and  as  there  are  in  this  Houfe  fo  many- 
Gentlemen,   throughly  acquainced  with  the  Courfe  of  the 
public!?.  Revenues,  who  can  fpeak  more  minutely  to  the  Na- 
ture of  thefe  Frauds  than  I  am  capable  of  doing,  I  fhall 
not  enter  into  a  Detail  of  them  ;  but  only  take  Notice,  that 
there  have  been  fome  Inftances,  where  a  tripple  Fraud   has 
been  committed  in  the  Difpofal  of  the  fame  individual  Par- 
cel of  Tobacco ;    he,  indeed,    who  praftifes  this  Method, 
mull  be  very  adroit  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Smuggling,  but  it  is 
certain  it  has  been  praftifed  :  The  unfair  Trader  has  con- 
trived to  receive  the  full  Duty  twice  fi'om  the  Publick,  with- 
out having  ever  paid  it  once   to  tlie  Publick  ;  he  has  receiv- 
ed from   the  Government  the  Drawbacks  upon  a  Quantity 
of  Tobacco,  which  he  found  Means  to  import  without  pay- 
ing any    Duty  ;    and  by  again  running  the  fame  Tobacco 
from  Holland  in  fmall  Parcels,  he  has  a  fecond  Time  receiv- 
ed the  Drawbacks  from  the  Confumers,  by  felling  it  to  them 
as  if  the  Duties  had  been  honelHy  paid  ;  and  the  Difficulty  to 
prevent  this    Kind  of  Frauds,  as  there    is  but  one  Check  in 
the  Cuftoms,  is  almoft  infurmountable  ;  fince,  in  fome  Cafes, 
the  unfair  Dealer  in  Tobacco   may  very  well  afford  to  give 
fuch  Bribes  to  the  Cullom-lioufe  Officer,  as  will  even  more 
than  compenfate  to  him  the  Lofs  of  his  Place,  if  he  fhould 
be   difcovered. 

*  So  that  in  this  Light,  the  Parties  in  this  Conteft  are,  the 
Publick,  the  Planter,  and  the  fair  Trader  on  one  Side  ;  and 
the  unfair  Dealer  only  on  the  other.  It  is  a  Duty  the  Na- 
tion pay? ;  the  Planter  and  the  fair  Trader  feel  the  Incon- 
venience of  it,  but  the  Benefit  is  intercepted  by  the  fraudu- 
lent Dealer  ;  and  in  this  View  your  Landed  Confumers  of 
Tobacco  iiave  doubly  paid  the  Duty  ;  they  have  paid  it  once 
by  buyirg  the  Tobacco  at  an  advanced  Price,  as  if  the  Du- 
ty had  been  paid  by  the  Seller  ;  and  again  by  a  future  Call 
upon  them  by  the  Legiflature,  to  make  good  the  Deficiency 
occafioned  by  the  Frauds  of  the  Sellers ;  fo  that  by  this  Me- 
thod of  Taxation,  a  Duty  has  been  laid  on  one  Subjcft, 
which  anotiicr  has  by  Artifice  not  only  prevented  coming  in- 
to 
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to  the  piiblick  Purfe,  but  has  converted  towards  the  fapport-  Anno  6.  Cto.  u. 
ing  or  enriching  of  himi'elf.  .    '^-"Ul 

'  But  there  is  another  Reafon,  which  will  have  the  greateft 
Weight  with  me,  for  coming  into  this  Propofition,  and  that 
is,  becauie  J  think,  that  in  its  Confequences,  the  Landholders 
of  Gr.at  Britain  will  find  a  confiderable  Relief.     As  long  as 
I  can  remember,  I   have   always  heard  the  Land-Tax  com- 
plained of,  as  one  of  tlie  molt  unequal  and  moil:  grievous  of 
our  Taxes  ;  unequal,  as   it  is  only  paid  by  a  Part  of  thofe 
who  poffefs  Property  in  Great  Britain,    and  fo  great  a  Dif- 
proportion  is  there  in  this  Particular,  that  as  our  Property 
is  now  divided,  I   believe  one  may  fay,  the  Money  arifmg 
by  this  Tax,  is  paid  only  by  five  out  of  fix  of  thofe  who  pol- 
fefs  the  Riches  of  this  Nation  ;  and  it  has  hitherto  been  the 
more  grievous,  as  there  was  no  Profped:  that  any  one  of  this 
Generation,  would  have  been  relieved  from  the  Burthen  of  it. 
From  Land  alone,  64  Millions  and  a  Half  have  been  railed 
fmce  the  Revolution,  and  an  Eftate  of  lOool.  a  Year,  fully 
cefs'd  fince  that  Time,   has  paid  6450 1,  which  Sum  amounts 
to  near  one  fixth  Part  of  the  whole  Produce  of  fuch  an 
Eilate  in  that  Time;    fo  that  by  taking  it   at  an  Average,, 
the  Landholders  of  thefe  Eftates  thus  cefs'd,  have  paid  very 
near  a  fixth  Part  of  the  grofs  Produce  of  their  Eftates  for 
44  Years  fuccefliVely,  which  bears  no  manner  of  Proportion, 
to  what  has  been  paid  by  any  other  Set  of  Men,  towards 
defraying  the  Charges  of  the  Government  fince  that  Time. 
This  has  always  been  mofl  jaltly  reputed  a  Grievance  upon 
the  Landholders,   yet  now  when  a  Scheme  is  ofFer'd,  which, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  would  be   a  certain  Relief  to  the  Land- 
ed Interelt,  a  new  Language,  a  new  Opinion  has  ftarted  up, 
and  prevails,   at   leail    without  Doors,   that  the  Lands  of 
Great   Britain   fliould  ftill  continue  to  carry  that  Burthen, 
which,  till   very  lately,    all    Mankind  were  unanimous,  they 
ought  to  be  relieved  from. 

'  If  fome  Gentlemen  may  think  there  can  be  any  mate- 
rial Weight  thrown  into  the  Scale  of  the  Crown,  by  the 
Addition  of  a  few  Excife-Officers,  let  them  on  the  other  Side 
refleft  on  the  Relief  given  by  this  Scheme  to  the  Landholders 
of  Great  Britain,  who  always  iiave  been,  and  ever  mull:  be, 
in  Time  of  Trial  and  Neceffity,  the  real  and  folid  Support 
of  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation. 

'  And  as  the  Landed  Interelt  muft  be  allowed  to  be  our 
principal  Strength,  all  Attempts  to  invade  our  Liberties  muft 
prove  unfucceisful,  while  the  Gentlemen  of  Landed  Eftates 
ihall  continue  refolute,  and  retain  fufiicient  Force  to  oppofe 
any  arbitrary  Defigns  :  Any  Thing  therefore,  that  tends  to 
put  them  upon  a  better  Footing,  and  to  encreafe  tlieir  Sub- 
ftance,  Itrengthens  our  Conititution  in  the  moil  efiential 
Zz  c  Part; 
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Annoo.  Geo.  II.  Part;  for  this  Reafon,  when  the  Eafe  that  will  be   given  t6 
'^^^'^i;       ,  Landholders  is  in  this  View  impartially  confider''d,  the  Ad- 
dition of  a  few  Excifemen,  with  Salaries  of  40  or   50  1.   a 
Year  each,  will  not  have  that  Weight  in  this  Day's  Debate, 
which  at  firft  Sight  it  might  feem  to  carry  with  it. 

*  Sir,  I  have  mentioned  the  Advantages  which,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  will  naturally  arife  to  the  Publick  Revenue,  to  the  fair 
Trader,  to  the  indultrious  Planter,  and  to  the  Landholder 
by  this  Scherric  ;  and  I  think  there  is  another  Benefit  attend- 
ing it,  which  Gentlemen  do  not  feem  to  give  fufficient  At- 
tention to,  I  mean  the  Reformation  that  will  be  made  on 
this  Occafion  in  the  Laws  of  Exxife  ;  for  tho'  the  Extention 
of  them,  as  they  iiow  Hand,  might  have  been  thought  by 
Ibme  a  llrong  Objeftion  to  this  Scheme,  however  beneficial 
in  other  Refpefts  it  might  prove  to  the  Publick,  yet  I  think 
the  Weight  of  this  Objedtion  is  greatly  removed,  when  we 
cx)n(idcr,  that  the  Alteration  now  propofed  will  take  away 
many  of  thofe  Powers,  which  might  in  Time  to  come  have 
been  abufed  to  the  Opprefiron  of  the  Subjeft.  One  of  the 
moil  material  Objediions  I  ever  heard  ftarted  was,  the  Want 
of  a  proper  Appeal  from  the  Determination  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  Excife  ;  but  this,  I  think,  is  entirely  obviated 
by  the  allowing  of  an  Appeal  from  thofe  Gentlemen  to  three 
Judges,  chofcn  from  the  different  Courts  in  WeltminfterHall ; 
or  from  the  Jullices  of  Peace  to  the  Judges  of  Affize  in 
their  refpedlive  Circuits;  who  are  to  determine  in  a  fumma- 
ry  Way,  without  either  Delay  or  any  confiderable  Expence 
to  the  Parties  concerned.  Now  whatever  Influence  the  Nomi- 
nation of  thefe  Officers  by  the  Crown  might  have  on  their 
Aftions,  or  hov/ever  regardlefs  their  Power,  being  uncon- 
tro'able,  might  make  them  in  their  Determinations,  this 
Check  muft  prevent  the  Execution  of  their  Intentions,  were 
they  inclined  to  abufe  their  Power  in  Favour  of  the  Crown  ; 
it\vi!l  certainly  make  them  more  cautious  in  givingjudgment, 
when  they  fhall  knov/,  when  they  fhall  refledl,  that  their 
Judgments  are  liable  to  be  canvaffed  in  a  fuperior  Court, 
where  no  Favour,  where  no  Intereft  can  fcreen  an  ill  Aftion  : 
1'he  Judges  to  whom  the  Appeal  mull  be  made  have  their 
Offices  for  Life,  and  therefore  cannot  realbnably  be  fuppofed 
to  be  byailed,  fo  as  to  countenance  any  unlawful  Steps  of 
the  Comrriffioners,  let  them  be  the  Favourites  of  any 
Minifler  whatever,  or  let  the  Party  opprefs'd,  let  the 
Party  complaining,  be  never  fo  obnoxious  to  an  Admi- 
niftration. 

*  There  is  alfo  another  Benefit   that  will  attend  the  Suc- 
cefs   of  this  Scheme,  which  is  the  Repeal  of  an  Aft  made 
in  the  1  ith  Year  of  the  late  King,  which  obliges  People  to 
accufe  themfelves :  As  this  is  certainly  a  yery  great  Griev- 
ance, 
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ance,  the  Repeal  muft  be  a  very  agreeable  Relief  to  thofe  Aano  6.  Ceo. ». 

who  are  fubjeCl  to  it.     I  hope  therefore,  if  this  Queftion  .    ,'— ^"--"i   j 

pafles,  when  the  Blanks  in   the  Bill  come  to  be  filled  up  in 

the  Committee,  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  may  think  that  there 

are  any  unneceflary  Claufes  in  the  Laws  of  Excife,  will  take 

this  f  ivourable  Opportunity  to  have  thofe  Laws  review'd  j 

and  by  the  Addition  of  proper  Claufes  to  the  Bill  now  to 

be  brought  in,  to  extend  the  Regulations  of  them  in  Behalf 

of  the  Subjed,  as  far  as  may  not  leave  the  Duties  under 

the  Management  of  the  Commiflioners  open  to  grofs  Frauds. 

*  Upon  the  whole,  I  believe  the  Benefits  propofed  by  this 
Scheme,  by  an  Improvement  of  the  publick  Revenue  in  pre- 
venting Frauds,  will  be  a  certain  Relief  to  the  Landed  In- 
terelt ;  and  the  only  real  Objcdion  that  ever  could  be  to  fuch 
a  Defign,  was  the  Method  by  which  it  was  to  be  effefted  : 
But  that,  I  think,  as  I  faid  before,  is  in  a  great  meafure 
reincved,  by  the  Mitigation  of  thofe  Methods  of  proceeding 
in  hxcHe-Lavvs,  which  feemed  moil  to  infringe  the  Liberties 
of  the  Subject,  and  which  Alteration  may,  nay  is  defigned 
to  be  extended  to  the  other  Branches  of  the  Revenue,  fub- 
ject  to  the  fame  Laws. 

'  This  Scheme  therefore,  as  it  is  intended  to  be  a  Review 
of  the  Excii'e-Laws,  and  an  Amendment  of  the  Rigour  of 
thofe  Parts  of  them  where  lefs  Severity  would  fecure  the 
Duty  to  the  Publick,  appears  in  this  Light  as  much  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Subject  as  of  the  Revenue  ;  and  as  fuch,  when 
it  comes  to  be  rightly  apprehended,  and  the  Benefits  at- 
tending it  are  felt  and  diffufed  through  the  whole  Nation, 
I  believe  it  will  loon  take  a  more  favourable  Turn  among 
the  People  ;  the  ill  ImprelTions  of  it  that;  may  now  be  in- 
duftrioufly  fpread  abroad,  I  fliould  think,  would  foon  fubfide 
and  be  forgotten. 

'  I  beg  Pardon,  Sir,  for  taking  up  fo  much  more  of  your 
Time  than  I  at  firft  intended.  I  now  only  add,  that  fmce 
upon  the  Examination  of  the  particular  Merits  of  thisSclieme, 
the  Advantages  propofed  by  it  appear  to  me  to  be  certain  ; 
and  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  not  only  to  increafe  the  publick 
Revenue,  without  any  new  Tax  on  the  Subjeft  or  Ad- 
dition to  any  one  now  in  Being  ;  to  advance  the  Interefl 
of  our  Trade  and  Plantations ;  and  alfo  at  the  fame  Time  to 
raifc  the  Value  of  the  Lands  of  Great  Britain,  I  Ihall  there- 
fore readily  give  my  Aflent  to  it.' 

Sir  Thomas  Afton,  Member  for  Leverpoole,  fpoke  next  S"'  '^'  ^i^"' 
againfl  the  Motion  for  agreeing  with  the  Committee,  and 
took  Notice,  '  That  it  was  his  Misfortune  to  know  too  much 
of  the  Influence,  that  the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  and  Excife 
had  at  Eledtions  ;  for  at  his  own  Eleftion  there  were  many 
of  the  Voters  were  fo  free  and  open,  as  to  come  to  him  and 

tel! 
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tell  him  that  they  would  vote  for  him  rather  than  any  Other^ 
but  that  thofe  Officers  had  threatned  to  ruin  them  if  they 
did  ;  and  others  told  him,  that  they  had  Promifes  either 
for  themfelves  or  their  Sons  to  be  made  Officers  in  the  Cu- 
lloms  or  Excife  by  his  Antagonift ;  and  as  their  Bread  de- 
pended upon  getting  thofe  Promifes  fiilfilled,  which  they 
could  not  expeft  if  they  did  not  vote  againft  iiini,  therefore 
they  hoped  he  would  excufe  them  :  That  as  he  knew  the 
Evil  of  this  illegal  Influence  by  Experience,  therefore  he 
fhould  always  be  againil  any  Meafure,  that  might  tend  to  en* 
creafe  it,  as  this  Scheme  moll  evidently  would :  That  he 
hop'd  he  fhould  always  difdain  to  owe  the  Honour  of  repre- 
fencing  his  Coimtry  in  Parliament  to  any  Adminiftration 
whatever  :  Tliat  he  hop'd  he  fhould  always  depend  upon  the 
free  Votes  of  his  Fellow-Subjeds  ;  and  for  that  Reafon  he 
mufl  be  againfl  what  he  thought  would  deflroy  that  Freedom, 
upon  which  only  he  was  refolv'd  always  to  depend.' 

Then  Lord  Glenorchy  fpoke  for  agreeing  with  the  Com- 
mittee ;  Lord  Morperfi  againil  it ;  Mr  Clayton  for  it.    Then 
Mr  Pulteney  fpoke  as  follows  ; 
Sir, 

*  I  mufl  fay,  that  the  recommending  the  Care  of  the  pub- 
lick  Revenue  to  this  Houfe,  the  recommending  to  us  a 
Scheme  which  may,  any  Way,  tend  to  the  increafing  of  it, 
are  Doftrines,  which  come  very  properly  from  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  that  fpoke  lalt,  who  for  feveral  Years  has 
had  the  fingering  of  the  publick  Money,  as  he  himfelf  was 
pleafed  to  exprefs  it  :  But  I  hope  thofe  Gentlemen  will 
confider,  that  they  and  their  Pollerity  are  not  all  to  enjoy 
the  fame  Polls  they  enjoy  at  prefent ;  they  may  perhaps  ex- 
peft  that  they  themfelves  are  all  in  for  Life,  but  they  can- 
not imagine  that  thofe  Polls  are  to  go  by  Way  of  Inheritance 
to  their  Heirs ;  and  therefore  I  hope,  that  for  the  fake  at 
leafl  of  their  Pofterity,  they  will  confider  a  little  the  Power 
and  Influence  that  this  Scheme  will  give  to  the  Crown  ;  and 
fuch  a  Confideration  mull  certainly  be  of  fome  Weight  h\ 
the  prefent  Debate,  even  with  thofe  Gentlemen. 

*  It  is  certain,  that  the  Liberties  of  this  Country  depend 
upon  the  Freedom  of  our  Elections  for  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  our  Parliaments,  efpecially  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  People  in  Parliament  aflembled,  are  defigned  for,  and 
generally  have  been  a  Check  upon  thofe,  who  were  employed 
in  the  executive  Part  of  our  Government  :  Bl'lit  if  it  fhall 
ever  come  to  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  that  is  to  fay, 
of  thofe  employed  in  the  executive  Part  of  our  Govern- 
ment, to  have  fuch  an  Influence  over  mofl  of  the  Eleftions 
in  the  Kingdom,  as  to  get  any  Perfon  chofen  they  pleafe 
to  recommend,  they  will  then  always  have  a  Majority  of 

their 


(  367  ) 

their  own  Creatures  In  every  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  from    Anno  6.  Geo.  ii. 
fuch  Reprefentatives  what  can  the  People  expeft  ?  Can  it  be  i.^^'"" 
expeded,  that  fuch  a  Houfe  of  Commons  will  ever  be  any 
Check  upon  thofe  in  Power,  or  that  they  will  find   Fault 
with  the  Condudl  of  the  moll  rapacious,  tlic  moft  tyrannical 
Mill  .Jers,  that  may  hereafcer  be  employed  by  the  Crown. 

'  It  is  well  known,  that  every  one  of  the  publick  Officers 
have  already  fo  many  Boroughs  or  Corporations,  which  they 
look  on  as  their  Properiies  ;  there  are  fome  Boroughs  which 
may  be  called  I'reafury- Boroughs  ;  there  are  others  which 
may  be  called  Admiralty-Boroughs  ;  in  fhort,  it  may  be 
laid,  that  almoft  the  whole  Towns  upon  the  Sea-Coaft  are 
already  feiz'd  on,  and  in  a  Manner  taken  Prifoners  by  the 
Officers  of  the  Crown  :  In  moil  of  them  they  have  fo  great 
an  Influence,  that  none  can  be  chofen  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment but  fuch  as  they  are  plealed  to  recommend.  But  as 
the  Cuft  -ms  are  confined  to  oar  Sea-Ports,  as  they  cannot 
travel  far  from  the  Coait,  therefore  this  Scheme  feems  to  be 
contrived  in  order  to  extend  the  Laws  of  Excife,  and  there- 
by to  extend  the  Influence  of  the  Crown  over  all  the  Inland 
Towns  and  Corporations  in  England. 

'  This  feems  plainly  to  me  to  be  the  chief  Defign  of  the 
Scheme  now  under  our  Confideracion  ;  and  if  it  fucceeds, 
which  God  forbid  it  fhould,  our  future  Minifters  of  State 
will  be  very  much  obliged  to  the  Gentleman  who  projefted 
it ;  the  Eledtion  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons  will  in  all  Time 
to  come  be  an  eafy  Tafk  ;  for  whoever  Ihall  be  Prime  Minifter 
under  any  of  our  future  Kings  may  fit  at  home  in  his 
great  Chair,  and  ifl'ue  forth  his  Orders  to  moft  of  the  Coun- 
ties and  Boroughs  in  Great  Britain,  to  chufe  fuch  Perfons 
for  their  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  as  he  fliall  pleafe  to 
think  moft  proper  for  his  Purpofe.  Moft  of  the  chief  Clerks 
of  the  Treafury,  and  other  great  Offices,  are  already  Mem- 
bers of  this  Houfe ;  they  deferve  it,  tiiey  are  Gentlemen, 
and  Men  of  Figure  and  Fortune  in  their  Country  :  But  if 
this  Scheme  takes  Place,  we  may  in  a  little  Time  fee  all  the 
little  Under-Clerks  of  the  Treafury,  and  other  Offices,  Mem- 
bers of  this  Houfe  ;  we  may  fee  them  trudging  down  to 
this  Houfe  in  the  Morning,  in  order  to  give  their  Votes  for 
impofmg  Taxes  upon  their  Fellow-Subjeds ;  and  in  the 
Afternoon  attending  behind  the  Chair  of  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  a  Secretary  of  State,  or  other  chief  Miuifter  : 
Nay,  I  do  not  know  but  fome  of  us  may  live  to  fee  fome 
vain  over-grown  Minifter  of  State  driving  along  the  Streets, 
with  fix  ?dcmbers  of  Parliament  behind  his  Coach. 

*  Thefe  muft  be  the  fatal  Confequences  of  the  Scheme 
now  under  our  Confideration  ;  and  therefore  I  muft  think 
that  every  Man,  who  h?is  a  Regard  to  tlie  Conftitution  of  hin 

Country, 
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Anno  6.  Ge».  n.   Country,    or  to  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  thofe  that 
"  have  put  their  Truft  in  him,  is  in  Duty  bound  to  give  his 

Negative  to  the  prefent  Queition. 

'  Gentlemen  may  indulge  themfelves  in  the  vain  Conceit, 
that  by  this  Scheme  all  Manner  of  Frauds  in  the  Tobicco- 
Trade  will  be  prevented  for  the  future,  but  the  Thing  is  in 
its  own  Nature  impoffible  ;  when  the  Duties  are  io  high, 
where  they  amount  to  five  or  fix  Times  the  Prime  Coll  of  the 
Commodity  on  which  they  are  laid,  it  will  be  impofiible  to 
prevent  all  Manner  of  Frauds  ;  and  therefore  the  Increafe  of 
the  publick  Revenue  by  this  Scheme,  is  fo  far  from  being  cer- 
tain, that  it  is  altogether  precarious ;  and  unlefs  the  publick 
Revenue  be  thereby  greatly  increafed,  the  Landholders  can 
cxpeft  no  Relief :  But  granting  that  the  Benefits  expedled  by 
this  Scheme  were  certain  ;  it  is  as  certain,  it  is  as  demon- 
ftrable,  that  our  Conftitution  will  be  thereby  dellroyed  ;  and 
are  we  to  make  a  Sacrifice  of  our  Conftitution,  for  the  poor 
Confideration  of  adding  4  or  500,000  1.  a  Year  to  the  pub- 
lick Revenue  ?  That  Increafe  may  foon  be  difTipated  by  an 
Adminiftration  under  no  Fears  of  being  called  to  an  Account 
by  Parliament ;  and  then  they  will  be  obliged  to  come  upon 
the  Landholders  for  Money,  to  anfwer  the  necelTary  Services 
of  the  Publick.  There  never  was  in  any  Country  a  Scheme 
fet  up  for  introducing  arbitrary  Power,  but  what  was  fup- 
ported  by  fome  fpecious  Pretences :  The  preventing  of  Alobs, 
Infurreftions,  Invafions,  Frauds,  or  the  like,  have  in  all 
Countries  been  made  the  Pretences  for  introducing  arbitrary 
Power  :  But  in  fuch  an  AfTembly  as  this,  where  the  Principles 
of  Liberty  fo  much  prevail,  where  there  are  fo  many  Gen- 
tlemen of  good  Senfe  and  Penetration,  I  hope  no  fuch  Pre- 
tence will  ever  be  of  any  Weight.  To  me  it  appears  indif- 
putable,  that  this  Scheme  is  abfolutely  iiiconfiftent  with  a  free 
Eleftion  of  Members  of  Parliament,  and  of  Confequence  it 
muft  be  inconfiftent  v/ith  our  Conftitution  ;  therefore  though 
the  Advantages  to  be  reaped  from  it  were  much  greater,  and 
much  more  certain  than  they  are,  I  fhould  be  moft  heartily 
againft  it,  and  for  that  Reafon  I  muft  give  my  Negative  to  the 
prefent  Queftion.' 
Sir  R.  waipoie.  After  fome  few  Altercations  between  Sir  Robert  Walpole 

diteney.        ^^^  j^^  Pultcney,  Mr  Walter  Plumer  flood  up,  and  took 
"dlTcs'  fhT"    Notice  of  fome  Gentleman's  having  faid,    *  That  no  Body 
|c  oppos'd^^thc     t  had  oppofed  the  fubjefting  of  Coffee,  Tea,  and  Chocolate, 
Tea  and  chncoiatc,' '  to  the  Laws  of  Excife,  but  the  Gentleman  under  the  Gal- 
•ns  10.    eo,  ,     ,  |gj.y.     ^Meaning    Sir  John  Barnard'''^   And  he  thereupon 
added,  '  That  he  muft  put  thofe  Gentlemen  in  Mind,  that 
he  had  then  the  Honour  to  be  a  Member   of  the  Houfe ; 
That  he  thank'd  God,  he  did  oppofe  that  Excife-Scheme  as 
well  as  this  j  and  that  he  would  oppofe  ty^ry  fuch  Scheme 

that 
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that  fliould  ever  be  ofFered  to  the  Houfe,  while  he  had  the  Anno  6.  Geo.  11. 
Honour  of  fitting  in  it :  That  he  knew  how  grievous  and  op-        „-"_    " , 
preffive  the  Laws  of  Excife  were  to  his  Fellow-Subjeds ;  and        '^*~  ^ 
therefore  he  could  notanfwer  it  to  his  Country,  if  he  did  not, 
to  the  utmoi  of  his  Power,  oppofe  every  Scheme  offered  for 
the  Extenfion  of  thofe  vexatious  and  arbitrary  Laws.' 

After  this  the  Queftion  was  put  upon  the  firft  Refolution, 
and  carried  in  the  Affirmative  by  249  againft  189.     Then  The  Refoimion* 
the  Queftions  were  feverally  put  upon  the  fecond  and  third  teiat'fng  to"™'t"' 
Refolutions,  which  were   agreed  to  without   any  Divifion  j  at'-^cc'i  il by 't^* 
and  the  fourth  Refolution  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  Sir  """"=• 
Robert   Walpole    inform'd    the  Houfe,   *  That  the  King 
had  commanded  him  to  acquaint  the  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty 
gave  his  Confent,  that  the  Houie  (hould   do  as  they  ftiould 
think  fit,  in  relation  to  the  faid  Fines,  Penalties,    Forfei- 
tures,  and   Seizures.     Hereupon  the  Queftion  was  put,  and 
this  lail  Refolution  likewife  was  agreed  to  without  any  Di- 
vifion. 

Then  it  was  ordered  that  a  Bill  ihould  be  brought  in, 
purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolutions;  and  that  Sir  Charles  Turner,  ^^^Sy""^''^^ 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Sir  Philip  Yorkt,  Mr  Talbot,  Mr  Dod-  " 
dington,  Mr  Clayton,  Sir  William  Yonge,  Sir  George  Ox- 
enden,  Mr  Scrope,  and  Mr  Edward  Walpole  fhould  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  famq. 

j^pri/  2.  The  Houfe,  in  a  Grand  Committee,  confider'd  far-  ^oticn  for  5m- 
ther  of  the  Land-Tax  Bill,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  17?^,  f'^:!?''"'*  ^^'^°'^' 

,      .  -       .  rr^,         ■     n        '11  T  r>  I  J  J'    rmfii(Hiti3  of  the 

and  a  Aaotion  was  made,  That  it  ihould  be  an  Inftruction  to  tne  Lmd-jax  to  ap- 
faid  Committee,  that  they  fhould  be  impowered  to  receive  a  X^^tsT. 
Claufe  to  enable  and  dired  the  feveral  CommifUoners,  co  be 
appointed  in  the  faid  Bill  for  putting  the  fame  in  Execution, 
to  nominate  and  appoint  a  Receiver  or  Receivers  General  * 

for  each  County,  Riding,  City,  Borough,  Cinqut-Port, 
Town  or  Place  refpedively,  within  England,  Wales,  and 
Berwick,  for  which  they  were  appointed  Commiffioners  ; 
and  to  make  the  faid  refpeftive  Counties,  Ridings,  Cities, 
Boroughs,  Cinque-Ports,  Towns  or  Places,  for  which  they 
were  appointed  CommilTioncrs,  anfvverable  for  any  Deficien- 
cy that  might  happen  by  fuch  Receiver  or  Receivers.'  It  °=^*'*  %rei>i», 
was  urged,  in  Favour  of  this  Motion,  *  That  the  Commiffi- 
oners in.  each  County,  were  much  better  Judges  of  the  Per- 
ibns  proper  to  be  appointed  Receivers  in  the  feveral  Coun- 
ties, &c.  than  the  Gentlemen  employed  in  the  Adminiflra- 
tion  :  That  they  were  alfo  better  Judges  of  the  Perfons  offered 
as  Sureties  for  fuch  Receivers  :  And  that  it  would  be  a  great 
Advantage  to  the  Publick,  which  had  often  fuffer'd  by  the 
Infolvency  of  fuch  Receivers,  and  the  Itifufficiency  of  the 
Security  that  had  been  given  for  them.  However,  the  Cour- 
y  Q  L,  il.  A  a  a  tiers 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II.  tlcrs  oppofed  this  Motion  very  ftrenuoufly  ;  and  the  Queftloa 
^^JZi^'—    _j  being  put,  it  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

The  Bill  for  ex-        ^rz7  4.  The  Excife-BiU  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  firft 
rild^hltuTime,  Time ;  after  which  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  by  his  Majefty's 
an-i^afterDebate  o?-  Command,  acquainted  the  Houfe,  That  his  Majefty  confent- 
fecond  Time.         cd  to  their  making  fuch  Alterations  as  they  fhould  think  fit 
for  the  publick  Service,  in  relation  to  tTie  Sublidy  on  Tobac- 
co then  payable  on  account  of  his  Majeity's  Civil  Lift.  Here- 
upon it  was  objefled.  That  fome  Parts  of  the  faid  Bill  were 
not  within  the  Refolutions  of  the  Houfe,  purfuant  to  which 
the  faid  Bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  brought  in  ;  and  there- 
fore  it  was  moved.    That  the  Bill  fhould  be  withdrawn : 
But  this  palled  in  the  Negative,  by  232  Votes  againft  176  : 
Then  a  Motion  was  made  for   adjourning,  which  likewife 
paffed  in  the  Negative  :  But  at  laft  it  was  refolved.  That  the 
Bill  Ihould  be  read  a  fecond  Time   on  the  1 1  th   Inflant, 
by  236  againft  200. 
Motion  for  Printing      -^pril  i^.    A  Motion  was  made  for  Printing  fuch  a  Num- 
j«-  ber  of  Copies  of  the  faid  Bill,  as  fhould  be  fufficient  for  the 

Ufe  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  :  But  upon  the  Quefti- 
on's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  128  a- 
gainft  112 
TheCityofLon-  Jpril  lo.  The  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
don  petition  againft  Council  of  the  City  *of  London,  prefented  a  Petition  againft 
the  Excife-BiU,  fetting  forth,  '  That  the  Petitioners,  on  occa- 
fion  of  the  Bill  depe.iding  in  this  Houfe,  for  repealing  feve- 
ral  Subfidies  and  an  Impoft  now  payable  on  Tobacco  of  the 
Britifh  Plantations,  and  granting  an  Inland  Duty  in  lieu 
thereof,  prefume  in  all  Humility  to  exprefs  to  this  Houfe,  as 
they  have  already  done  in  fome  Meafure  by  their  Reprefen- 
tation  to  their  Members,  the  univerfal  Senfe  of  the  City  of 
London  concerning  any  farther  Extenfion  of  the  Laws  of  Ex- 
cife  :  That  the  Burthen  of  Taxes  already  impofed  on  every 
Branch  of  Trade,  however  chearfully  born,  is  feverely  felt  ; 
but  the  Petitioners  apprehend,  that  this  Burthen  will  grow 
too  heavy  to  be  born,  if  it  be  increafed  by  fuch  vexatious 
and  opprefTive  Methods  of  levying  and  coUefting  the  Duties, 
as  they  are  affured  by  melancholy  Experience,  that  the  Na- 
ture of  all  Excifcs  muft  neceffarily  produce  :  That  the  Mer- 
chants, Tradefmen,  and  Manufafturers  of  this  Kingdom, 
have  fupported  themfelves  under  the  Preffure  of  the  Excife- 
Laws  now  in  Force,  by  the  comfortable  and  reafonable  Ex- 
peftation,  that  Laws,  which  nothing  but  publick  Neceflity 
could  be  a  Motive  to  enaft,  would  be  repealed  in  Favour  of 
the  Trade  of  the  Nation,  and  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Subjeft, 
whenever  that  Motive  fhould  be  removed;  as  the  Petitioners, 
prefume  it  efFeftually  is,  by  undifturb'd  Tranquility  at  Home, 
and  a  general  Peace  fo  Ivmly  (fftablifh'd  Abroad :  That  if 

this 
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this  Expeftation  be  entirely  taken  away ;  if  the  Exclfe-Laws,  AnnoS.  cee.  ir. 
inltead  of  being  repealed,  are  extended  to  other  Species  of  i       '^" 
Merchandize  not  yet  excifed  ;  and  a  Door  open'd  for  extend- 
ing them  to  all ;  the  Petitioners  cannot,  in  Juftice  to  them- 
felves,  to  the  Merchants,  Tradelineii,  and  Manufafturers  of 
the  whole  Kingdom,  and  to  the   general  Interelt  of  their 
*    Country,  conceal  their  Apprehenfion,    that  the  moll  fatal 
Blow,  which  was  ever  given,'  will  be  given  on  this  Occafion, 
to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  df  Great  Britain  :  That  that 
great  Spring,  from  which  the  Wealth  and  Profperity  of  the 
Publick  flows,  will  be  oblbufled,  and  the  Mercantile  Part  of 
the  Nation  become  not  only    lefs  able  to    trade  to  Advan- 
tage, but  unwilling  to  trade  at  all ;  ftnce  no  Perfon,  who  can 
enjoy  all  the  Privileges  of  a  Britiih  Subjeft  out  of  Trade, 
even  with  a  fmall  Fortune,  will   voluntarily  renounce  fome 
of  the  moll  valuable  of  thofe  Privileges,  by  fubjedling  himfelf 
to  the  Laws  of  Excife  :  That   the  Petitioners  are  able  to 
Ihew,  that  thefe  their  Apprehenfions  are  founded  both  in  Ex- 
perience and  in  Reafon  ;    and  therefore  praying,  that  the 
Houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  hear  them  by  their  Counfel  againft 
the  faid  Bill.' 

This  Petition  being  brought   up   and   read  at  the  Table, 
Sir    John  Barnard  immediately    rofe   up,  and   fhewed  how  ^" ■'''''?  ^""^'■^ 

/      ,         „.  1     ^-   •  r   T         J  •  II  II    moves  for  allowing 

much  the  City   and   Citizens   or  London,    as  well    as  all  Counfei  to  the  city 
the  other  trading  Part  of  the  Nation,  would  be  afFefted.  by  vou^o"f'°heir  Petil 
the  Bill  for  altering  the  Method  of  raifmg  the  Duties  pay-  """• 
able  upon  Tobacco,  and  how  jull  Reafons  they  had  to  infill  °""''  '^""'"• 
upon  being  heard  by  their  Counfel  againft  it ;  and  concluded 
with  a  Motion  for  granting  them  Leave  to  be  heard  by  their 
Counfel,  if  they  thought  fit.     In  Oppofition  to  this  Motion, 
Sir  Robert  Wal pole,  Mr  Horatio  Walpole,  Mr  Winnington,  sir  r.  Waip«ie, 
Mr  Talbot,  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  Sir  William  Yonge,  and  Mr  Mr'win'Jinlton; 
Henry  Pelham,  infilled,  '  That  it  had  always  been  the  Prac-  ^r'S Vorke, 
tice  of  the  Houfe,  never  to  receive  any  Petitions,  and  much  ^^  wiiiiam  Yonge, 
lefs  to  admit  Counfel  to  be  heard,  agaiull  any  Bill  for  impo-     ^   '^"'^    ^  ^' 
fing  Taxes  upon  the  Subjeft  ;  for  that  if  any  fuch  Thing 
were  to  be  admitted,  it  would  be   impoflible    ever  to  pafs 
any  fuch  Bill,  becaufe  there  would  be  fo  many  different  Peti- 
tions prefented  againft  it,  by  thofe  who  were  to  be  fubjedl 
thereto,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  hear  Counfel  feparate- 
ly  upon  every  fuch  Petition,  within  the  ufual  Time  of  the 
Continuance  of  one  Seflion  of  Parliament  :  And  that  in  re- 
fufing  to  admit  Counfel  to  be  heard,  there  could  be  no  In- 
convenience, becaufe  every  Man,  and  every  Body  of  Men, 
had  their  Reprefentatives  in  that  Houfe,  who  certainly  would 
reprefent  their  Cafe  to  the  Houfe,  if  any  particular  Hard' 
fliip  was  to  be  put  upon  them  by  any  Bill  then  before  the 
Houfe*    In  Anfwer  to  this,  Mr  Sandys,  Mr  Gibbon,  Mr  ^^^ 
A  a  a  2  Bootle, 
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AuaoC.Gec.  11,   Bootlc,  Mr  Pultcncy,  Sir  William  Wyndham,    Mr  Walter 
\,_,^]^-    _J  Plumer,  Mr  Heathcote,  and  Mr  Wyndham  replied,  •  That  the 
Mr  Biwtie,  Houfe  had  never  pretended  to  any  general  Cuiiom  of  refufmg 

siJ  w!'wTndham,  Petitions,  except  againft  thofe  Bills  which  were  called  Money- 
Mr  ItoUicote'""'  ^^'^®»  '^^'  ^^  *°  ^^y»  ^^^^  ^^'^  ^  ^^^^  brought  in  for 
Mr  Wyndham,      raifing  Moncy  for  the  current  Service  of  the  Year  ;  and  that 
even  as  to  them  there  were  many  Precedents,  where   the 
Houfe  had  admitted  the  Parties,  whom  they  thought  to  have 
a  real  Intereft  therein,  to  hi  heard  by  their  Counfel  againft 
the  paffing  of  fuch  Bills  :  That  the  admitting  of  Counfel 
even  in  fuch  Cafes  could  never  prevent  the  pafling  of  fuch 
/  Bills,  becaufe  the  Houfe  could  always  order  all  Parties  peti- 

'  tioning  to  be  heard  at  one  Time  ;  and  could  give  fuch  Di- 

reftions,  that  it  would  never  take  up  many  Days  to  hear 
every  Thing,  that  could  be  objeded  by  every  one  of  the ' 
Parties  petitioning  :  That  tho'  every  Part  of  the  Nation  had 
their  Reprefentatives  in  that  Houfe,  yet  it  was  well  known, 
that  fpeaking  in  Publick  was  a  Talent  that  every  Man  was 
not  endowed  with,  [See  Vol.  I.  p.  244.]  from  whence  it  might 
happen,  that  the  particular  Perfons,  or  Part  of  the  Nation, 
to  be  aggrieved  by  what  was  paffing  in  the  Houfe,  might 
not  have  any  fuch  Members  as  were  proper  to  lay  their 
Cafe  fully  and  clearly  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  that  therefore, 
even  as  to  Money-Bills,  it  was  proper  to  admit  Parties  to 
be  heard  againft  them,  when  it  appeared  that  they  were  very 
particularly  interefted  therein  :  And  that  as  to  the  Cafe 
then  before  them,  there  was  not  the  leaft  Pretence  for  re- 
fufmg the  Defire  of  the  Petition,  becaufe  the  Bill,  againft 
which  it  was  prefented,  was  no  Money-Bill ;  for  it  was  granted 
by  the  Advocates  for  the  Bill  j  it  was  even  infifted  on  as  the 
greateft  Argument  for  it,  that  there  were  no  new  Duties  to 
be  impofed  ;  that  it  was  a  Bill  only  for  altering  the  Method  of 
collecting  the  Taxes  already  impofed  ;  and  therefore  it  could 
never  be  pretended,  that  there  was  any  Praftice  or  Cuftom  of 
the  Houfe  for  refufmg  to  admit  Parties  interefted  to  be  heard 
againft  fuch  a  Bill :  That  if  there  had  been  fuch  a  Cuftom 
introduced,  it  ought  not  to  be  obferved,  efpecially  when  fuch 
a  confiderable  Body,  as  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  London,  come  with  an 
humble  Petition  to  be  hesrd  againft  a  Bill,  which  they 
thought  would  not  only  be  highly  injuriotis  to  them  in 
particular,  but  deftruftive  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
the  whole  Nation.' 

In  this  Debate  there  were  many  Precedents  brought 
by  Mr  Sandys,  lyir  Gibbon,  and  Mr  Bootle,  where  the 
Houfe  had  receiv'd  Petitions,  and  admitted  Counfel  to  be 
heard  againft  Money-BiUs :  There  were  likewife  Prece- 
dents brought  by  Sjr  William  Yonge,  and  Mr  Winnington, 

where 
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where  the  fame  had  been  refufed.    Then  the  Quelllon  being  *■««>  6.  Oeo.  u. 
put,  for  allowing  the  Petitioners  to  be  heard  by  their  Counfel  \_    —,^—  „  j 
againft  the  Bill,  it  was  carried   in  the  Negative,  by  214 
againft  197.     After  which  it  was  ordered  that  the  faid  Pe-  ^^^""^^ 
tition  fliould  lie  upon  the  Table,  until  the  faid  Bill  fhould  Counrdto'tffeCity 

1  1        /-  1  m-  of  London,  on  the 

-be  read  a  fecond  lime.  Behalf  of  their  Pe- 

Jpri/  1 1 .  A  Petition  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com-  ExcS'if  pSf- 
mon  Council  of  the  Town  of  Nottingham,  againft  the  Ex-  ^ndAt}l!tFu''^'' 
cife-Bill,  was  picfented  to  the  Houfe  and  read,  which  ordered  to  ue  on 
was  alio  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table:  After  this  a  Petition  likewifePetifio^n* 
of  the  City  of  Coventry  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  anTcovent^^""" 
read,  which  was.  likewife  order'd  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Tben  the  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  the  fecond  ^Zv^o'^^S' 
Reading  of  the  faid  Bill,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  was  order'd  off.for  two  Months, 

°        ,        _,  _  V,  „  ■'         ,     ,  /-     1  T->j  *°^  fecond  Readir.g 

to  go  mto  the  Court  of  Requefts  and  the  other  ufual  Places,  »f  theBiUfor  ex- 

and  fummon  the  Members  there  to  attend  the  Service  of  the  "hici  aftcr'^fome 

Houfe  ;  and  he  being  returned,  inftead  of  reading  the  Bill  a  f^^''^'^'  ^'S'*'* 

fecond  Time,  a  Motion  was  made  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 

that  the  faid  Bill  Ihould  be  read  a  fecond  Time  upon  the 

1 2th  of  June:  Tho',   by  this  Motion,  it  evidently  appeared 

that  the  Bill  was  defign'd  to  be  dropt  ;  yet  fome  Members, 

who  had  from  the  Beginning  appeared  ftrenuoufiy  againft  it, 

were  for  having  it  rejcded  :    But  this  Propofition  did  not 

come  to  a  Quellion,  lo  that  the  firft  Motion  was  agreed  to 

without  Oppofition. 

Jpriliz.  Complaint  was  made  to  the  Houfe  by  fcveral  ^^-'b^feve-' 
Members,  who  had  voted  in  Favour  of  the  Excife-Bill,  that  rai  Members,  wiio 

-I  I        r    !■%  1111  rt-       1  1     1  1  "^''  voted  forth'i 

a  tumultuous  Crowd  01  People  had  been  auembled  together  Excife-Bjii,  of  their 
the  Night  before,  and  feveral  Days  during  the  Sefiion,  in  tiie^lopuUcs^  "^ 
the  Court  of  Requefts,  and  other  Avenues  to  the  Houfe  ; 
and  that  they  theml'elves  and  feveral  other  Members  of  the 
Houfe  had  been,  in  their  Return  from  the  Houfe,  me- 
naced, infulted,  and  affaulted,  by  a  tumultuous  Crowd  of 
People  in  moft  of  the  Paffages  to  the  Houfe  :  Hereupon 
it  was  refolved  Nem.  Con.  I.  That  the  aflkulting,  infulting, 
or  menacing  any  Member  of  the  Houfe,  in  coming  to  or 
going  from  the  Houfe,  or  upon  the  account  of  his  Beha- 
viour in  Parliament,  was  a  high  Infringement  of  the  Pri- 
vilege of  the  Houfe  ;  a  moft  outrageous  and  dangerous  Vio- 
lation of  the  Rights  of  Parliament ;  and  a  high  Crime  and 
Mifdemeanor.  II.  That  the  aftfembling  and  coining  of  any 
Number  of  Perfons  in  a  riotous,  tumultuous,  and  diforderly 
Manner  to  the  Houfe,  in  order  either  to  hinder  or  promote 
the  pafllng  of  any  Bill,  or  other  Matter  depending  before  the 
Houfe,  was  a  high  Infringement  of  the  Privilege  of  the 
Houfe  ;  deftruftive  of  the  Freedom  and  Conftitution  of 
Parliament  ;  and  a  high  Crime  and  Mifdemeanor.  III.  That 
the  incicirg  and  encouraging  any  Number  of  Perfons  to 

come 
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Anr.o6.  Ceo.  II.  comc  ill  3.  fiotous,  tumultuous,  and  diforderly  Manner  to  the 
Houfe,  in  order  either  to  hinder  or  promote  the  paffing  of 
any  Bill  or  other  Matter  depending  before  the  Houfe,  was 
a  high  Infringement  of  the  Privilege  of  the  Houfe  ;  de- 
ftruftive  of  the  Freedom  and  Conftitution  of  Parliament  ; 
and  a  high  Crime  and  Mifdemeanor. 

8«^erai^0rders^  Then  it  was  Ordered,  I.  That  the  Members  for  the  City 
of  London,  fhoald  fignify  the  faid  Refolutions  to  .the  Lord 
Mayor.  11.  That  the  Members  for  the  County  of  Middle- 
fex,  fhould  fignify  the  faid  Refolutions  to  the  Sheriff  of  Mid- 
dleiex.  III.  That  the  Members  for  Weftminfter,  fhould  fig- 
nify the  faid  Refolutions  to  the  High  Bailiff  of  Weftminller. 
jipri/  13.  This  being  the  Day  appointed  for  the  Houfe 

The  Scheme  for     (o  rcfolvc  itfelf  into  z  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 

fubjeCTing  the 

w;ne-Traieto  the  confider  farther  of  the  molt  proper  Methods  for  the  better 
ing*i-lt"otF''Hkewiie  Security  and  Improvement  of  the  Duties  and  Revenues,  then 
intirliy'dr'^M^  "  chargcd  on  and  made  payable  from  Tobacco  and  Wines,  a 
Motion  was  made,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  the  faid 
Committee,  on  the  14th  of  June  ;  and  theQueftion  being  put 
on  the  faid  Motion,  it  was  refolv'd  in  the  Affirmative,  by  1 1 8 
againft    76.     By  this  Refolution,  thar   Part   of  the  Excife- 
Scheme,  which  related  to  the  Duties  on  Wines,  was  entirely 
laid  afide. 
•^VHoo'-reWe,      Jpril  \().  Upon  the  Motion  of  Mr  Perry,   the  Houfe  re- 
That  a  comniirtce  foly'd,  Ncm.  Cott.    That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
appointtd  tolnouirc quire  into  the  Frauds  and  Abufes  in  the  Cuftoms  :  Then  it 
ihc'cmto^"*"'    was  farther  refolv'd.    That  the  Number  of  the  faid  Com- 
mittee be  Twenty-one,    to  be  chofen  by  Balloting. 

April  zo.  A  Petition  of  the  Druggifts,  Grocers,  and  others 
oc!!':*'" c2?c'e'!'^eaHng  in  Coffee,  Tea,  and  Chocolate,  was  prefentcd  to  the 
Tf?,Y':("hpcohtc,  Houfe,  and  read  ;  fctting  forth,  '  That  by  an  Aft  of  the  loth 
i^a  .5,  r-;ia:ing  :t    Year   of  King  George  I.     intitled.    An  Ail  for    repealing 
n.ou..,L5.  ^^^    Duties    therein     nientioved,    payable  upon    Coffee,    isc. 
imported,  and  for  granting  certain  Inland  Duties  in  lieu  there- 
of, kjc.  the  Petitioners  v/ere  made  to  hope,  that  the  Duties  a- 
r-fing  from  the  faid  Commodities  would  be  better  fecured,  and 
the  Jntereft  of  the  fair  Trader  better  fupported  :  But  that  the ' 
Petitioners  had  found  themlelves,    from  fatal  Experience, 
fubjefted  to   Laws  moll  oppreffive  and  injurious  to  Trade  ; 
were   deprived  of    the   Privilege  of  Juries  ;    fubjefted    to 
the  judicial  Determination  of  Commiffioners,  and  to  the  In- 
quifition  and   Infpeftion  of  Perfons  unknown  to  them,  who 
entered  their  Houfes  at  Pleafure,  and   to  whom  they  were 
made  accountable  for  all  their  Dealings  ;    and   after  having 
paid  Duty  for  their  Goods,  had  not  Liberty  to  fell  the  fame 
without  Permits   from  the  Officers  of  Excife,  expreffing  the 
Names  and   Places   of  Abode    of  the  Buyers  and  Sellers ; 
to  the  great  Damage  of  the  Petitionere,  and  the  expofing 

the 
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the  Extent  and  Circumftances  of  their  Trade  to  the  faid  Of-  AnnoS,  Ceo.ir.'^ 
ficers,  and  to  whomfoever  they  thought  fit  to  communicate  '7n-       ^ 

the   fame ;  were   fubjeft  to  fevere    Forfeitures   for    Errors  '*     " 

or  Negleft  of  Entries  in  their  Books,  which  were  abfolutely 
unavoidable  ;  and  were  moreover,  by  a  Claufe  in  an  A€t  of 
the  1 1  th  of  King  George  I.  liable  to  be  examined  upon 
Oath  touching  the  Entries  in  their  Books,  and  in  Cafe  of 
Negleft  or  Refufal  were  fubjedl  to  heavy  Fines  :  That  by 
thefe  Grievances  the  Petitioners,  as  they  conceived,  were  in 
a  worfe  Condition  than  any  of  his  Majelly's  Subjefts  ;  and 
tliat  the  clandeftine  Importation  of  Tea  was  never  at  a  greater 
Height  than  at  the  prefent  Time,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 
Revenue,  and  the  Ruin  of  the  fair  Traders,  who  only  were 
fubjetfl  to  thofe  oppreflive  Laws  ;  therefore  praying  that 
the  Houfe  would  give  them  fuch  Relief,  as  to  their  great  ^moiZ  t']fi"fid 
Wifdom  Ihould  feem  meet.'     Then  a  Motion  being  made,  f ""."^n  bercferred 

11        ^        T  mi  1         T^     •  •  r  1  to  a  Committee  of 

and  the  Queiuon  put.  That  the  Petition  be  referred  to  a  !'"=  wnoicHomi-, 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ;    it  pafled  in  the  Negative^  gath"^' "' 
by  250  againft  150. 

Jpril  2^.  The  Lord  Vere  Beauclerk  reported  the  Names  Names  of  the  com. 
of  the  Committee,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Frauds  and  ,™qui','e'''i«d"lht'" 
Abufes  in  the  Cuftoms,  viz.  Sir  John  Cope,  Bart.  Mr  Clut-  fj^'''"^"'''*^"*^' 
terbuck.  Sir  Williain  Clayton,  Bart.  Mr  Stephen  Fox, 
Mr  Edgcombe,  Hon.  Mr  Henry  Pelham,  Sir  John  Heath- 
cote,  Bart.  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  Mr  Clayton,  Hon.  Mr 
Anthony  Lowther,  Sir  George  Oxenden,  Bart.  Mr  Talbot, 
Gen.  Wade,  Mx  Campbell  of  Pembrokefhire,  Mr  Duncan 
Forbes,  Sir  Tho.  Frankland,  Bart.  Mr  Winnington,  Lord 
Hervey,  Mr  Doddington,  Mr  Horatio  Walpole,  and  Sir 
William  Yonge,  Bart,  every  one  of  whom  had  voted  for  the 
Excife-Scheme  :  But  there  having  been  two  principal  Lifts 
prepar'd  on  this  Occafion,  the  Reader  will  fad  the  Names 
of  thofe  Members  who  were  proposed  on.  the  contrary  Side, 
with  the  Number  of  Votes  for  each  Lift,  in  the  AP- 
PENDIX. 

April  27.  A  Motion  was  made.  That  the  Direftors  of  the  Mojionfor  an 
South-Sea  Company  fnould  lay  before  the  Houfe,  an  Account  Money  rais-a  ou 
of  what  Sums  of  Money,  South-Sea  Stock,   and  South-Sea  southVcaDirVdors 
Annuities  had  been  received  from  the  Truftees,  for  railing  ^''■°  '7;o. 
Money  on  the  Eftates  of  the  late  Direftors  of  the  South-Sea 
Company  and  others  ;  diftinguifhing  the  Time  of  fuch  Re- 
ceipts, and  the  Application  thereof,  with  all  the  Orders  and 
Direftions  of  the  General  Courts  of  the  laid  Company,  re- 
lating to  the  Difpofition  thereof.    But  the  Queftion  being  put, 
it  pafs'd  in  the  Negative. 

April 'J^o.  An  engrofs'd  Bill,  To  present  the  infamous  Debate  concerning 
PraSiice  of  Stockjobbing,  was  read  the  third  Time,  and  a  tt'clnh-mJiTrTiicfi 
Motion  being  made,  That  the  Bill  do  pafs;  the  fame  was  op-  »/««l«w;«^. 

pos'd 
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'A>no6.  Ge«.  iL  posM  by  Mr  Glanvllle,  who  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as  fol< 

i^^^ja^X.,^  lows : 

Mr  Speaker, 

MrGianviUe.  *  There  is,  in  my  Opinion,  a  very  great  Hardship  to  be 

put,  by  the  Bill  now  before  us,  upon  the  Proprietors  of 
the  Publick  Funds.  As  the  Law  now  ftands,  a  Gentleman 
may  fell  his  Eftate,  a  Merchant  or  Tradefman  may  fell  his 
Goods,  every  Man  may  difpofe  of  his  Property  by  a  Bar- 
gain for  Time,  or  in  ;kvhatever  Manner  he  pleafes  ;  But  by 
this  Bill  the  Creditors  of  the  Publick,  thofe  who  have  put 
their  Truft  in  the  Publick  Faith,  are  to  be  laid  under  a  par- 
ticular Reftraint ;  a  Reftraint  which  they  were  no  way  fub- 
jeft  to  when  they  lent  their  Money  to  the  Publick  ;  and  from 
henceforth'  they  mull  not  difpofe  of  their  Property,  but  in 
the  particular  Manner  by  this  Bill  prefcribed  ! 

*  I  am,  Siivjks  great  an  Enemy  to  Stockjobbing  as  any 
Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  and  for  preventing  that  pernicious 

•  Praftice  I  Ihall  be  glad  to  join  in  any  Meafures,  which  are 

not  deftruAive  to  Publick  Credit,  and  injurious  to  private 
Perfons,  with  refpeft  to  the  free  Ufe  of  their  Property  : 
But,  as  I  think  the  Meafures  propofed  by  this  Bill  will  cer- 
tainly be  deftruftive  of  the  one,  and  injurious  to  the  other, 
therefore  I  cannot  let  it  pafs,  without  taking  the  Liberty  of 
offering  my  Objeftions  againfl  it. 

*  It  is  in  all  Cafes  a  great  Hardfhip  put  upon  People,  to 
fubjeft  them  to  Penalties,  which  may  often  by  meer  Ignorance 
be  incurred  :  But  in  this  Cafe,  the  Hardfhip  is  the  greater, 
becaufe  there  are  many  Proprietors  of  the  Publick  Funds, 
particularly  Women,  who  cannot  be  prefumed  to  be  Readers 
of  Afts  of  Parliament :  They  put  an  entire  Confidence  in 
their  Brokers,  and,  if  the  Broker  happens  to  negleft  fomc 
of  the  Forms  prefcribed,  the  mofl  innocent  Perfons  may  be 
brought  under  great  Penalties.  Nay,  I  may  fay,  that  if 
this  Bill  paffes  into  a  Law,  it  will  always  be  in  the  Power 
of  two  or  three  Brokers,  to  fabjedl  thofe  that  employ  them 
to  the  fevere  Penalties  to  be  enacted  by  this  Bill ;  for  if  two 
Brokers  fhould  combine  together,  and  enter  in  their  Books 
a  Bargain  for  Time,  as  made  between  two  of  their  Corre- 
fpondents,  they  might  eafily  get  a  third  Perfon  to  combine 
with  them,  and  to  inform  againil  the  prefumed  Buyer  and 
Seller  ;  the  Brokers  Books  fworn  to  by  the  Brokers,  whom 
they  ufually  employed,  would  be  a  flrong  Proof  againfl 
them  ;  and  thus  two  innocent  Men  might  be  brought  to  fuf^ 
fer  feverely  for  an  Agreement,  which  had  never  entered  into 
either  of  their  Heads. 

'  It  often  happens,  Sir,  that  a  Gentleman,  who  forefees 
that  he  fhall  have  Ufe  for  his  Money  in  three  or  four  Months 
Time,  is  well  fatisfied  with  the  Price  his  Stock  then  bears ; 

"he 
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ht  cannot  then  fell  out  his  Stock  for  ready  Money,  becAufe  Anno  u.  Geo.  u. 
he  does  not  know  what  to  do  with  his  Money  in  the  mean 
Time  :  But  as  the  Law  now  ftands,  he  may  take  Advantage 
of  the  then  current  Price  of  Stock,  he  may  fell  it  out  at  that 
Price,  or  perhaps  at  an  advanced  Price,  to  be  delivered  only 
when  he  knows  he  (hall  have  Occafion  for  the  Money  ;  this 
he  acquaints  his  Broker  of,  and  the  Broker  may  probably 
lind  him  out  a  Man  who  likes  the  then  current  Price,  and 
expefts  Money  to  be  thrown  into  his  Hands  in  three  or  four 
Months,  which  he  refolves  to  employ  in  that  Fund  :  In  this 
Cafe  the  Buying  and  Selling  for  Time  is  convenient  for  both, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  queftioned,  but  that  many  are  encou- 
raged to  become  Purchafers  of  Stock  upon  this  very  Account ; 
therefore  the  forbidding  of  any  fuch  Agreement  for  the  fu- 
ture, will  not  only  prove  to  be  an  Inconvenience  to  many, 
who  are  now  pofleffed  of  Stock,  but  will  prevent  fome  Peo- 
ple becoming  Purchafers,  which,  of  Confequence,  will  do 
Harm  to  the  Publick  Credit  of  the  Nation. 

'  It  is  well  known.  Sir,  that  the  chief  Support  of  the 
Credit  of  our  Publick  Funds  is  owing  to  the  ready  Accefs 
People  have,  at  all  Times,  to  the  Money  they  have  there 
lodged :  But  this  ready  Accefs  will,  by  this  Bill,  be  made 
very  precarious  to  all  thofe,  who  fhall  hereafter  be  obliged  to 
fell  at  once  all  the  Property  they  have  in  any  particular 
Fund  :  For,  if  the  Purchafer  fhould  fail  to  comply  with  his 
Agreement,  the  Seller  cannot,  upon  the  Transfer-Day,  com- 
pound the  Difference  with  him,  and  fell  out  his  Stock  to 
another,  in  order  to  raife  the  Money  he  has  immediate  Ufe 
for  :  No,  he  mult  fue  the  Man  he  fells  to,  and  for  that  End 
he  mult  make  a  Transfer  of  his  Stock,  which  Transfer  mult 
ftand  upon  the  Books  during  the  whole  Continuance  of  the 
Suit ;  he  cannot  in  the  mean  Time  fell  his  Stock  to  another, 
for  if  he  did  fo,  he  would  not  be  able  to  fhew  at  the  Tryal, 
that  he  had  made  a  fpecifical  Perfornfiance  on  his  Part,  and 
confequently  he  would  certainly  be  nonfuited,  and  obliged 
to  pay  Coils.  This,  Sir,  will  be  a  moft  intolerable  Grie- 
vance upon  all  the  Proprietors  of  our  Publick  Funds,  and 
will  make  many  of  them  refolve  to  turn  their  Money  to 
fome  other  Ufe. 

*  I  muft  be  of  Opinion,  that  the  making  a  Law  to  pre-« 
vent  Men's  coming  to  an  amicable  Compofition  of  any  Dif- 
ference that  may  be  between  them,  feems  to  me  fomething 
extraordinary.  This  will  be  fuch  a  Difcouragement,  that 
no  Man,  I  believe,  will  chufe  to  become  a  Purchafer  of  any 
of  our  Funds,  when  he  knows  that  he  cannot  afterwards  fell 
out  his  Stock,  without  expohng  himfelf  to  the  Danger  of 
being  involved  in  a  Law-Suit,  to  which  lie  is  by  Law  ex- 
prefly  prohibited  to  put  any  End  by  an  amicable  i^gree- 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  II.  mcnt  :  And  if  a  Purchafer  ftiould,  by  any  Difappointment, 
.  ^,— J--I  J  be  difabled  to  comply  with  the  Purchafe  he  had  made,  but 
was  willing  to  pay  down,  in  ready  Money,  the  Difference, 
which  might  not,  perhaps,  amount  to  five  Pounds^  it  would 
be  very  hard  to  oblige  him  to  ftand  out  a  Law-Suit  to  the 
very  laft,  wliich  would  coll  him,  at  leaft,  treble  that  Money. 

'  That  Claufe,  Sir,  of  obliging  a  Man  to  anfwer  upon 
Oath,  in  a  Cafe  where  great  Penalties  may  be  incurred,  feems 
likcwife  to  me  to  be  a  very  new  and  a  very  extraordinary  Sort 
of  Claufe  ;  for  it  is  no  way  confonant  to  the  Spirit  of  our  Laws, 
to  oblige  any  Man  to  accufe  himfelf :  And  as  it  lays  a  Foun- 
dation for  every  Peifon,  that  is  inclin'd  to  be  malicious,  to 
bring  a  Bill  in  Chancery  againft  any  Man,  who  is  or  ever 
was  poflefled  of  any  of  the  Publick  Funds ;  it  will  confe- 
quently  be  a  great  Difccuragement  to  any  Man's  becoming 
a  Purchafer,  or  continuing  to  be  a  Proprietor  of  thofe  Funds, 
and  will  of  courfe  tend  to  the  Deftruftion  of  all  Publick 
Credit. 

'  Anotiier  Hardlliip  I  fliall  take  Notice  of,  is,  Sir,  that  if 
this  Bill  paffes,  no  Man  for  the  future  can  employ  a  Mer- 
chant to  buy  or  fell  Stock  for  him  ,•  for  if  a  Merchant 
iliould  be  employed,  and  fhould  charge  Commiffion  for  his 
Trouble,  he  would  incur  fome  of  the  Penalties  of  this  Bill ; 
imlefs  he  kept  a  regular  Book,  and  fairly  entered  therein  all 
fuch  T"ranfadions,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  Brokers  are  by 
this  Bill  obliged  to  do. 

'  All  thefe,  Sir,  are  Hardfliips,  which  I  think  the  Credi- 
tors of  the  Publiclc  ought  not  to  be  fubjefted  to,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  give  my  Confent  to  the  paffing  of  this  Bill.  I 
would  fooner  have  taken  Notice  of  thei'e  Things,  but  there 
happened  to  be  fuch  a  Noife  and  Diflurbance  in  the  Houfe, 
both  upon  the  fecond  Reading  of  this  Bill,  and  likewife  when 
it  was  in  the  Committee,  that  I  could  not  expeft  to  be 
heard  ;  and  therefore  I  did  not  then  rife  up  to  fay  any  thing 
againft  it.' 
MrBowiK.  Mr  Glanville  was  feconded  by  Mr  Bowles  ;  and  back'd  by 

Sii  G.  CTifwoii,       Sir  George  Cafwall,  as  follows, 
Mr  Speaker, 

'  It  is  evident,  that  this  EIII  will  be  extremely  inconvenient 
to  all  the  Proprietors  or  Dealers  in  any  of  our  Publick  Se- 
curities :  The  Words  of  it  are  fo  general,  that  I  do  not  know- 
but  that  even  Navy-Bills,  and  Contrafts  for  furnilhing  the 
Navy  with  Provifions,  v\'ill  be  comprehended  ;  and  if  they 
are,  the  ufual  way  of  Dealing  in  fuch  Affairs  will  be  entire- 
ly prevented,  which  may  be  of  dangerous  Confequence  to 
the  Nation ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  thofe  who  contract 
lor  furnifhing  the  Navy  with  Provifions,  feldom  or  never 
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have  as  much  Money  cf  their  own,  as  is  fufTicient  for  making   Anno  6.  Geo.  ii. 

good  the  Contrads  they  enter  into.     It  is  iifual  for  a  Man  \_  „  — ^  -     J 

who  has  not    perhaps   10,000].  of  his    own,    to  contraft 

for  furnifhing  the    Navy  with  40,000  1.    worth    of  Provi- 

fions ;  and  in   fuch   Cafes  the  Method  always  hitherto  ob- 

ferved  is,  for  the  Contrador,  as  foon  as  he  has  made  fuch 

Contrail,  to  go  to  fome  monied  Man,  ~  who  furniflies  him 

with  what  Money  he  ftands  in  need  of,  upon  his  becoming 

bound  for  the  Money  advanced  with  Incereft  from  the  Date  ; 

and  obliging  himfeif  to  deliver  Navy-Bills,  at  the  Price  then 

agreed  on,  equal  to  the  Principal  Money  then  advanced,  and 

the  Intereft  that  fhall  in  the  mean  time  grow  due. 

'  Thefe  Bills,  Sir,  I  look  on  as  Publick  Securities,  becaufe 
they  are  generally  every  Year  provided  for  by  Parliament  ; 
and  therefore  I  take  them  to  be  within  the  general  V/ords 
of  this  Bill  ;  and  as  all  fuch  Bills  vary  a  great  deal  in 
their  Price,  infomuch,  Sir,  that  I  have  known  them  at 
45  i.  pet'  Cent.  Difcount,  it  will  for  the  future  be  impof- 
fible  for  thofe,  who  contraft  for  furnifhing  the  Navy  with 
Proviiions,  to  enter  into  any  fuch  Agreement  with  any  mo- 
nied Man  whatever  ;  confequently  1:0  Man  can  hereafter 
contract  for  furnifhing  the  Navy,  with  more  Provifions  than 
he  can  purchafe  with  his  own  Money,  which  will  of  courfe 
make  the  providing  for  the  Navy  much  more  diihcult  than 
heretofore.  This,  Sir,  is  one  very  great  Inconvenience 
which  muil  arife  from  this  Bill;  but  there  are  fo  many  others, 
that,  in  my  Opinion,  the  Title  of  the  Bill  ought  to  be  alter- 
ed, and  inftead  of  calling  it  a  Bill  for  preventing  the  fcan- 
dalous  Praftice  of  Stock-jobbing,  it  ought  to  be  called  a  Bill 
for  the  deftroying  of  Publick  Credit.' 

Hereupon  Sir  John  Barnard  itood  up  In  Favour  of  the  Bill,  sif  juhnEarnava. 
and  faid, 

Mr  Speaker, 
*  I  did  not  offer.  Sir,  to  rife  up  fooner,  becaufe  as  we  are 
now  upon  the  third  Reading  of  this  Bill,  againft  which  there 
were  few  or  no  Objedtions  made  in  any  Part  of  its  Progrefs 
through  this  Houfe,  I  was  willing  to  hear  all  the  Objeftions 
that  were  to  be  made  againft  it,  before  I  rofe  up  to  anfwer  ; 
that  I  might  thereby  give  you  as  little  Trouble  as  pofTible. 
I  am,  indeed,  furpri/.ed  to  hear  any  Gentleman  fay,  that 
there  was  upon  any  Occafion  fuch  a  Noife  in  the  Houfe  that 
he  could  not  be  heard  :  It  is  true,  when  a  Bill  is  paffmg, 
which  is  thought  to  be  a  Bill  of  courfe,  there  are  but  few 
Gentlemen  give  great  Attention  to  it  ;  and  upon  fuch  Occa- 
fions,  when  Gentlemen  are  not  otherwife  employed,  they 
will  fall  a  talking  with  one  another,  which  mull  of  courfe  cc- 
cafion  fome  little  Noife  in  the  Houfe  :  But  every  Gentleman 
knowSj  that  upon  any  fuch  Occafion,  whoever  inclines  to 
B  b  b  2  fpeak 
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ABB06.  G«».  11.  fpcak  to  the  Bill  in  Hand,  may  rife  up  and  call  to  the  Chair. 
It  is  then  the  Dut)'  of  the  Chair  to  order  Silence,  and  then 
the  Houfe  will  become  attentive  to  the  Gentleman  who  is  to 
fpeak.  This  is  the  Method  of  proceeding  in  this  Houfe  ;  and 
this.  Sir,  you  have  always  taken  a  proper  Care  to  fee  punc- 
tually obferved. 

*  I  wiih,  Sir,  with  all  my  Heart,  that  the  Gentlemen  had 
made  their  Objeftions  to  this  Bill,  when  it  was  before  the 
Committee  ;  for  then  it  might  have  been  made  to  their  own 
Liking,  if  it  be  poflible  to  make  any  luch  Bill  to  their  Lik- 
ing. When  any  Bill  is  brought  into  this  Houfe,  it  is  -fual 
for  all  Gentlemen,  who  have  a  mind  that  fome  Bill  of  that 
Nature  Ihould  pafs,  to  make  their  Objeftions  to  the  Parts  of 
it  they  find  Fault  with,  either  upon  the  fecond  Reading, 
or  upon  its  being  committed ;  becaufe,  that  if  their  Objec- 
tions be  well  founded,  fuch  Amendments  may  be  then  made 
to  the  Bill,  as  may  obviate  all  Objeftions  that  can  be  rea- 
fonably  made  againft  it :  But  when  Gentlemen  have  no  mind 
that  any  Bill  of  that  Nature  fhould  pafs,  it  is  well  known 
that  they  referve  all  their  Objeftions  to  the  very  laft,  in  or- 
der to  throw  out  the  Bill  upon  its  third  Reading.  For  this 
Reafon  I  muft.  Sir,  have  fome  Sufpicion,  that  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen, who  now  begin  to  make  their  Objections  againil 
the  Bill  we  have  at  prefent  before  us,  have  no  mind  that 
any  fuch  Bill  fhould  pafs,  as  would  effedually  put  an  End  to 
the  Pra£lice  of  Stock-jobbing. 

'  I  find.  Sir,  it  is  granted  upon  all  Hands,  that  the  Prac- 
tice of  Stockjobbing  is  pernicious  to  the  Trade,  and  to  the 
People  of  this  Nation  :  This  tiien  is  .^n  Evil  that  ought  to 
be  remedied,  if  polTible  ;  and  by  the  Bill  now  before  us,  we 
are,  at  leaft  we  propofe,  to  remedy  this  Evil.  Now,  Sir,  in 
all  fuch  Cafes,  it  is  certain  that  no  Remedy  can  be  propofed, 
but  what  will  be  attended  with  fome  Inconveniencies,  and 
therefore  we  are  to  confider  on  which  Side  the  Balance  lies  ; 
whether  the  Inconveniences,  defign'd  to  be  remedied  by  the 
Law  propofed,  are  more  confiderable  than  the  Inconveniences 
that  may  be  occafioned  thereby  ;  or  if  the  lafl  be  more  con- 
fiderable than  the  firft  ?  If  we  jwlge  that  the  firft  are  the  moil 
confiderable,  we  are  furely  to  pafs  the  Bill,  norwithflanding 
thofe  Inconveniences  that  may  be  occanoned  thereby  :  If  we 
judge  that  the  laft  are  the  moll  confiderable,  we  are  to 
throw  out  the  Bill  ;  and  rather  continue  under  the  former 
Evil  than  fubjeft  ourfelves  to  a  greater.  This,  Sir,  is  cer- 
tainly the  proper  Rule  to  judge  by  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  and 
therefore  by  this  Rule  let  the  Bill  now  before  us  be  tried. 

*  The  many  bad  Coni'equences  of  Stockjobbing  are,  I  be- 
lieve, well  known  ;  and  that  it  is  high  time  to  put  an  End 
to  tha:  iufamoas  Pra^.^ice,  is,  what  I  hope,  moft  Gentlemen 

in 
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in  this  Houfe  are  convinced  of.  It  is  a  Lottery,  or  rather  a  Anno  6.  Geo.  n. 
Gaming-Houfe,  publickly  fet  up  in  the  Middle  of  the  City 
of  London,  by  which  the  Heads  of,  our  Merchants  and 
Tradefmen  are  turned  from  getting  a  Livelihood  or  aa 
Eftate,  by  tne  honell  Means  of  Induftry  and  Frugality  ;  and 
are  enticed  to  become  Gamellers  by  tlie  Hopes  of  getting  an 
Eftate  at  once.  It  is.  Sir,  noi  only  a  Lottery,  but  a  Lottery 
of  the  very  worii;  Sort ;  becaufe  it  is  always  in  the  Power  of 
the  principal  Managers  to  beftow  the  Benefit-Tickets  as  they 
have  a  n  iiid.  It  is  but  lately  fince,  by  the  Arts  and  Prac- 
tices of  Stockjobbing,  the  Eall-India  Stock  was  run  up  to 
200 1.  per  Cent,  and  in  a  little  Time  after  it  tumbled  down 
again  below  1  50 1,  feveral  Millions  were  loft  and  won  by  thi? 
iingle  Job,  and  many  poor  Men  were  undone  j  fo  bare-fac'd  were 
fome  Men,  at  that  Time,  in  the  infamous  Praftice  of  Stock- 
jobbing, that,  after  that  Stock  began  to  fall,  they  fold  it 
cheaper  for  Time  than  for  ready  Money  ;  which  no  Man 
would  have  done,  unlefs  he  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  Secret  which  came  afterwards  to  be  unfolded,  but  was 
then  known  to  a  very  few. 

*  We  know.  Sir,  how  apt  Mankind  are  in  their  own  Na- 
ture to  become  Gamefters  ;  but  to  this  Game  of  Stockjob- 
bing, our  Merchants,  Tradefmen,  and  Shop-keepers  are 
prompted  not  only  by  their  own  Inclinations,  but  alfo  by 
fome  of  their  Acquaintance,  who  have-taken  up  the  Trade 
of  being  Brokers  in  Exchange- Alley.  It  is  natural  for  Men 
to  endeavour  to  make  the  moft  of  the  Bufmefs  they  purfue  ; 
and  where  there  are  fuch  a  Number  of  Brokers,  we  may  be- 
lieve that  fome  of  them  do  endeavour  to  perfuade  all  thofe 
of  their  Acquaintance  to  become  Stockjobbers.  The  Broker 
comes  perhaps  to  the  Merchant,  and  talks  to  him  of  the 
many  Fatigues  and  Dangers,  the  great  Trouble  and  the  fmall 
Profits,  that  are  in  the  way  of  Trade  ;  and  after  having 
done  all  he  can  to  put  the  Man  out  of  Conceit  with  his  own 
Bufinefs,  which  is  often  too  eafily  elFefted,  he  then  tells 
him,  that  if  he  will  allow  him  to  dig  for  him  in  the  rich 
Mine  of  Exchage- Alley,  he  may  get  more  for  him  in  a  Day 
than  he  could  get  by  his  Trade  in  a  Twelvemonth.  Thus 
the  Merchant  is  perfuaded  ;  he  engages,  he  goes  on  for  fome 
Time,  but  never  knows  what  he  is  doing  'till  he  is  quite^ 
undone  j  his  juft  Creditors  are  furprized  j  what,  fay  they, 
this  Man  had  a  good  Stock  to  begin  with,  he  has  had  a 
good  Trade  for  leveral  Years,  he  never  lived  extravagantly, 
what  is  become  of  his  Effeds  and  Money  ?  They  inquire, 
they  fearch  into  his  Affairs,  and  at  laft  perhaps  they  find  out, 
that  the  whole  was  gam'd  away  by  his  Brolir  in  Exchange-t- 
AUey. 

*  This, 
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Anno6.Geo.il,  *  This,  Sir,  may,  for  what  I  know,  increafe  Publick 
'-  ,,  f  Credit  for  a  Time  ;  but  I  am  fiire  it  is  a  great  Difcourage- 
nient  to  Trade,  which  is  the  chief,  the  only  folid  Support  of 
publick  Credit,  and  it  is  the  Ruin  of  nil  private  Credit ;  it 
deftroys  that  mutual  Faith  among  Merchants,  by  which  only 
our  Trade  can  be  made  to  profper  and  flourifh.  This,  Sir, 
is  a  domeftick  Evil,  an  Evil  which,  tho'  fatal  in  its  Confe- 
tjuences,  yet  does  not  perhaps  immediately  draw  any  Money 
out  of  the  Nation  ;  but  there  is  a  foreign  Evil  attending  the 
Game  of  Stockjobbing,  by  which  the  Nation  may  be  plun- 
dered of  great  Sums  of  Money  at  once.  It  is,  by  the  means 
of  Stockjobbing,  always  in  the  Poner  of  every  foreign  Court, 
to  raife  Contributions  upon  this  Nation  whenever  they  pleafe  ; 
They  have  no  more  to  do  but  to  fend  over,  and  order  a 
great  deal  of  Stock  to  be  fold  out  at  the  current  Price  for 
Time,  then  raife  an  Alarm  of  the  Pretender,  or  fome  fuch 
Alarm,  by  which  they  may  make  all  our  Publick  Funds  fall 
perhaps  20 1.  per  Ce?it.  and  fo  purchafe  Stock  20  1.  per  Cent. 
cheaper  than  they  fold  ',  in  order  to  perform  their  Part  of 
the  Contrafb  they  had  before  made  for  Time.  Thus,  Sir, 
they  may  make  a  Harveft  of  the  Fall  of  our  Publick  Funds  ; 
and  as  they  know  beft  when  the  Alarm  will  blow  over,  they 
may  make  a  new  Harveft  of  their  Rife. 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  Inconveniences 
that  arife  by  Stockjobbing.  Give  me  leave  now  to  examine 
thofe  Inconveniences  which,  'tis  pretended,  will  be  occaiioned 
by  the  pafling  of  this  Bill  into  a  Law.  As  to  the  real  and 
honeft  Creditors  of  the  Publick,  I  have  as  great  a  Regard 
for  that  Faith,  which  ought  to  be  prefcrved  towards  them,  as 
any  Gentleman  whatever  :  I  Hiall  never  be  for  doing  any 
Thing  that  may  leiTen  their  Security,  as  to  the  Payment  ei- 
ther of  their  Principal  or  Intereft,  and  I  wifli  that  every 
Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  were  of  the  fame  Mind  :  But  can 
it  be  faid,  that  the  making  fuch  Regulations,  as  the  Publick 
Good  requires  for  the  transferring  of  their  Property  from 
one  to  another,  is  any  Impeachment  of  the  Publick  Faith  ? 
The  preventing  of  Stockjobbing  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
Breach  of  Publick  Faith,  that  I  am  fure  it  is  what  all  the 
honeft  Creditors  of  the  Publick  wifh  and  defire  ;  and  as 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill  that  can  be  a  Hardrhip  upon  any 
fair  Purchafer  or  Seller,  it  will  be  fo  far  from  being  de- 
ftruftive  to  Publick  Credit,  that  it  will  rather  increafe  it ; 
becaufe  it  will  make  the  Value  of  every  Man's  Property  in 
the  Publick  Funds  more  certain  and  invariable.  All  thofe, 
who  have  no  other  Aim  but  to  receive  their  Dividends  punc- 
tually, and  to  have  their  principal  Money  fecure,  choofe  to 
be  in  fhat  Fund  which  is  fubjeft  to  the  fewelt  and  leafl  Mu- 
tations ;  and  this  is  the  Reafon  that  we  always  fee  the  An- 
nuity 
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nuity-Funds  bear  a  higher  Price  in  Proportion  than  any  of  Anno  s.cco.n. 
our  Trading- Stocks. 

*  To  fay,  that  no  Penalty  ought  to  be  inflidled  on  a  Prac- 
tice that  is  found  to  be  inconfiltent  with  the  Publick  Good, 
becaufc  Perfons  ignorant  of  the  Law  may  thereby  fuiFer, 
feems  to  me.  Sir,  to  be  a  very  odd  Pretence.  I  hope  Gen.' 
tlemen  will,  in  all  other  Cafes,  be  as  careful  of  infliding  Pe- 
nalties upon  the  Subjedl ;  it  is  indeed  what  ought  never  to 
be  done  but  in  Cafes  of  the  utmoll  NeceiTity  :  But  where  the 
Advancement  of  the  Publick  Good,  or  the  Security  of  pri- 
vate Property,  can  be  come  at  in  no  other  Way,  it  muft  be 
done ;  and  every  Man  is  obliged  to  know  the  Law,  or  to 
apply  himfelf  to  thofe  that  do.  In  the  prefent  Cafe,  no  Man 
can  by  Ignorance  fubjeft  himfelf  to  the  Penalties  propofed 
by  this  Bill,  without  fome  difhoneft  Intent  j  for  I  am  convin- 
ced, that  no  Man  ever  did,  or  ever  will  either  buy  or  fell 
Stock  for  Time,  unlefs  he  knows  more,  or  at  leaft  thinks 
he  knows  more,  about  that  Stock  than  the  Man  to  whom  he 
fells,  or  from  whom  he  buys ;  which  Intention  is  certainly 
not  very  fair,  tho',  when  it  is  not  extended  too  far,  it  may 
be  necelTary  to  overlook  it  in  the  Way  of  Commerce. 

'  This,  Sir,  leads  me  to  confider  the  pretended  Ccmve- 
nlence  of  Bargains  in  Stock  for  Time.  Suppofe  a  Gen- 
tleman finds  he  mull  fell  out  his  Stock-  three  Months  hence  ; 
fuppofe  another  expedls  Money  in  three  Months  Time,  which 
he  intends  to  lay  out  on  the  Purchafe  of  Scock  ;  I  believe 
neither  the  one  will  purchafe,  nor  the  other  fell  'till  that 
Time  comes,  unlefs  he  knows,  or  thinks  he  knows,  fome 
Secret  relating  to  that  Stock  which  other  People  are  not 
aware  of;  for  if  he  that  is  to  (ell  expeds  no  Variation  in 
the  Value  of  .his  Proptity,  why  fhould  he  fell  'till  he  has 
Occafion  for  his  Money  ?  But  granting  that  he  is  fo  much 
fatisfied  with  the  then  current  Price,  that  he  abfolutely  re- 
folves  to  fell  at  that  very  Time,  may  he  not  fell  for  ready 
Money,  and  lodge  his  Money  in  the  Bank  'till  he  has  Oc- 
cafion for  it,  fince  no  Man  can  pretend  but  that  his  Money 
is  as  fecure  when  lodged  in  tJie  Bank,  as  it  can  be  in  any  of 
our  Publick  Funds  ?  And  as  to  the  Buyer,  I  am  fure  no 
wife  Man  will  venture  to  purchafe  Stock  'till  he  has  the 
Money  at  Command  ;  unlefs  he  does  it  in  Expediation  that 
the  Stock  will  rife,  v/hich  is  downright  Gaming,  and  what 
is  intended  by  this  Bill  to  be  prevented. 

'  As  to  a  Man's  being  obliged  to  anfwer  upon  Oath  to 
any  Bill  filed  againll  him,  it  can  be  no  Hardlliip  ;  becaufe 
whoever  docs  fo  anfwer,  and  fairly  dilcovers  the  Agreement 
made,  is  free  from  all  Penalties ;  he  becomes  liable  to  no- 
iliing  but  to  return  the  Money  which  he  received  ;  and  as 
the  Law  now  (lands,  svh<':.".i;r  receivs   Money  to  another's 
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Anno  6:  Geo.  II.    Jjfe,  is  Obliged  to  anfwer  upon  Oath,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  return  the  Money  he  confeffes  fo  to  have  received. 

*  To  pretend.  Sir,  that  by  this  Bill  Men  may  be  fubje£l- 
ed  to  great  Penalties,  by  the  Perjury  and  Confpiracy  of  two 
or  three  Brokers,  is  another  Objeftion  for  which  there  is  no 
Foundation  ;  for  againft  Perjuries  and  Confpiracies  there  can 
be  no  Guard  but  that  of  a  fair  Trial  by  an  honeft  Jury  ;  by 
fuch  a  Tryal  any  fuch  Confpiracy  might  "probably  be  difco- 
vered  ;  it  would  be  almoft  impoffible  for  three  Rogues  to  con- 
cert their  Story  fo  together,  but  that  the  Confpiracy  would 
be  difcovered  by  examining  them  apart,  and  crofs-queftion- 
ing  each,  in  the  Manner  ufual  at  all  Trials  ;  fo  that  this  too 
is  nothing  but  an  imaginary  Evil,  and  is  as  ftrong  an  Objec- 
tion againft  every  petial  Law,  that  ever  was  or  ever  can  be 
enadled,  as  it  is  againft  the  Bill  before  us. 

*  There  is  nothing  in  this  Bill,  Sir,  that  can  oblige  any 
Man  to  go  to  Law,  ether  as  Plaintiff  or  Defendant,  con- 
trary to  his  Inclinations,  or  that  can  prevent  his  making  up 
any  Difference  there  may  be  between  him  and  another  ;  for 
tho'  the  Buyer  of  the  Stock  may  not  perhaps  be  able  to  pay 
for  the  Stock  he  had  bought,  becaufe  of  fome  Difappoint- 
ment  he  has  in  the  mean  Time  met  with,  yet  it  is  not 
to  be  prefumed,  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  pay  the 
Difference  in  ready  Money  ;  and  if  he  can  pay  that  in 
ready  Money  at  the  Books,  cannot  he  immediately  fell 
out  the  Stock  to  anbther  at  the  then  current  Price  ;  and 
thereby  raife  the  reft  of  the  Money,  which  he  may  or- 
der to  be  delivered  fo  the  Man  who  fold  to  him  ?  May 
not  every  Bargain  be  thus  fpecifically  performed,  if  the 
Parties  are  inclined  fo  to  do  ?  -In  this  the  only  Incon- 
venience is,  that  there  muft  be  a  double  Transfer, 
which  is  performed  with  fo  little  Trouble  or  Expence, 
that,  I  hope,  it  will  be  no  way  regarded  in  the  prefent  De- 
bate :  And  as  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that,  if  this  Bill  paffes 
into  a  Law,  there  will  be  few  or  no  Purchafers,  but  fuch  as 
are  able  to  perform  it  the  Time  they  purchafe  ;  therefore, 
the  other  Objection  of  the  Seller's  being  obliged  to  keep  his 
Stock  'till  the  End  of  a  tedious  Law-Suit  is  of  no  Weight  ; 
for  as  every  Purchafer  will  be  able,  and  will  probably  be  wil- 
ling to  perform  his  Part  of  the  Agreement,  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
fumed,  that  there  will  be  any  Law-Suits  upon  that  Head. 

*  I  am  really  furprized.  Sir,  to  hear  Gentlemen  talk  of  their 
being,  by  this  Bill,  prevented  from  employing  a  Merchant  or 
Friend  to  buy  or  fell  Stock  for  them  ;  fuch  Gentlemen  do 
not,  it  feems,  know  that  Connniffion  and  Brokerage  are  two 
different  Articles  :  If  a  Merchant  is  employed  to  buy  or  fell 
Stock  for  another,  he  may  either  do  it  himfelf,  or  he  may 
employ  a  Broker ;  if  he  employs  a  Broker,  he  charges  both 
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Brokerage  and  ConimilTion,  and  if  he  does  it  himfelf  he  Anno  6.  Geo.  n. 
charges  only  Commiffion  :    In  neither  Cafe  does  he  aft  as  a  »    ,  — "'     j 
Broker,  nor  will  he  be  obliged  to  keep  any  Book  for  that 
Purpofe. 

*  I  have  now,  Sir,  gone  through  all  the  material  Objec- 
tions I  have  heard  made  againft  the  Bill.  I  hope,  I  have 
/hewn  that  there  is  no  Weight  in  any  of  them  ;  1  hope,  1 
have  fliewn  that  all  thelnconveniencies,  which  are  pretended 
to  arife  from  this  Bill,  are  imagmary  ;  and  I  think,  I  have 
ihewn  very  real  Inconveniencies  arifing  from  the  infamous 
Praftice  of  Stockjobbing  ;  and  every  Gentleman  in  the 
Houfe  may  fuggcft  to  himfelf  a  great  many  more.  We  ought 
to  confider  that  no  bad  Culloni  or  Praftice  ever  crept  into  any 
Nation,  but  what  fome  People  got  by  ;  and,  let  the  Praftice 
be  as  pernicious  as  it  will,  we  may  prefume  that  thofe  who 
get  by  it,  will  endeavour  to  raiie  Objeftions  againft  every 
eiFeftual  Remedy  that  can  be  offered  ;  but  as  no  Gentleman 
in  this  Houfe  can  be  any  way  concerned  in  the  Gettings  by 
Stockjobbing,  fo,  I  hope,  they  will  not  allow  themfelves 
to  be  mifled  by  any  frivolous  Objeftions  ftartcd,  viithout 
Doors,  by  thofe  who  are.' 

Sir  John  Barnard  having  done  fpeaking,  Mr  Brooklbank  Mr  Brooksbank. 
flood  up  next,  and  fpoke  againlt  the  Bill  as  follows  : 
Mr  Speaker, 
'  I  doubt  not    but   there  was  a  great  deal  of  Money  loft 
and  won  by  the  late  fudden  Rife  and  Fall  of  Eaft-India  Stock, 
and  I  am  perfuaded  that  a  great  many  of  thofe,  who  became 
Purchafers  upon  the  Rife  of  that  Stock,  were  fuch  as  never 
intended  to  hold  the  Stock  for  the  Sake  of  the  Dividend, 
but  that  they  were  fuch  as  bought  only  with  a  View  of 
making  an  Advantage,  by  felling  it  out  again  at  an  advanced 
Price  :    This,  'tis   true,  is  a  Sort  of  Gaming,  but  it  is  of 
fuch  a  Sort  as  cannot  be  entirely  prevented,  even  by  the  Bill 
now  before  us ;    fo  that  in  fuch  a  Cafe  no  great  Benefit  can 
be  expefted  by  the  Bill,  and  in  many  Cafes  it  will  certainly 
be  attended  with  great  Inconveniencies.     I  Ihall  mention  on- 
ly  two ;  the  firll  of  which  is  that  of  the  Long  Annuities  : 
It  often  happens  that  in  the  Sale  of  fuch  Publick  Securities, 
the  Seller  mull  deduce  his  Title  in  the  fame  Manner,  as  if  he 
were  to  fell  a  Land-Eftate  ;  fo  that  it  will  be  impoffible  for 
him  to  compleat  the  Conveyance  in  ten  Days,  which  is   the 
Time  limited  in  this  Bill  ;    and  therefore  I  am  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Sale  of  fuch  Annuities  will,  in  many  Cafes,  be- 
come imprafticable,  if  this  Bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  Law. 

*  It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  the  Merchants  may  fell  Goods  to 
be  delivered  at  any  l^ime  the  Contraftors  Ihall  agree  on  ; 
I  know  that  in  the   Ruffian  Trade  it  is  ufual   for  the  Mer- 
chants concerned  in  that  Trade,  to  enter  into  Contrafts  to 
Vol.  11^  C  c  c  deliver 
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Antw  6.  Geo.  It  delivCT  Hemp  at  a  certain  Price,  at  a  certain  future  Time, 
,  a^h  J  tho',  perhaps,  at  the  Time  of  making  the  Contraft,  the 
Hemp  is  not  fo  much  as  purchafed  or  contrafted  for  in  Raf- 
fia :  This  is  a  Privilege  which  is  enjoyed  by  all  Merchants 
with  refpeft  to  the  Goods  they  deal  in,  and  I  can  fee  no 
Reafon  why  the  Proprietors  of  our  publick  Funds  ftiould  not 
enjoy  the  fame  Privilege. 

*  The  other  Inconvenience  I  fhall  mention,  is.  That  of  the 
Difappointments  which  fome  of  the  poblick  Creditors  may 
meet  with  in  the  Sale  of  their  Properties,  which  will,  certain- 
ly be  much  agravated  by  this  Bill :  Suppofe  a  Man  enters 
into  an  Agreement  for  the  Purchafe  of  a  Land-Ellate,  and 
covenants  to  pay  the  Price  againft  fuch  a  Day  under  a  great 
Penalty;  for  enabling  him  to  perform  his  Agreement  he 
fells  out  10,000  1.  of  his  Stock,  to  be  delivered  fome  few 
Days  before  that  Day  on  which  he  is,  by  his  Covenant,  o- 
bliged  to  pay  for  his  Eftate  :  Suppofe  the  Purchafer  of  the 
Stock  does  not  come  to  accept  of  the  Stock,  or  to  pay  the 
Price  ;  as  the  Law  now  ftands,  the  Seller  of  the  Stock  may 
make  a  Tender  of  his  Stock  at  the  Books,  and  may  fell  it 
out  next  Transfer-Day  at  the  Rifle  of  the  Buyer,  by  which 
he  is  enabled  to  pay  for  his  Eftate,  and  he  may  recover  from 
the  Purchafer  of  his  Stock,  what  he  loft  by  his  not  accept- 
ing and  paying  for  the  Stock  according  to  Agreement ;  But 
if  thiis  Bill  pafles  into  a  Law,  the  Seller  of  Stock  muft,  I 
prefume,  keep  his  Stock  'till  the  End  of  the  Law-Suit  be- 
tween him  arid  the  Buyer,  in  order  that  he  may  be  always 
ready  to  make  a  fpecifical  Performance  ;  by  which  Means, 
if  he  has  no  other  Fund  for  raifing  ready  Money,  he  muft 
fubjeft  himfelf  to  the  Penalty  of  his  Covenant  as  to  the  Pur- 
chafe of  the  Eftate.  As  thefe  are  Inconveniencies  which  may 
often  occur,  I  think  it  is  hard  to  fubjeft  the  Proprietors  of 
the  publick  Funds  to  them  ;  and  therefore  I  ftiall  be  againft 
the  Bill's  paffing  in  the  Form  it  is  at  prelent.' 
Sir  R.  Waipoie.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  fpoke  next : 
Mr  Speaker, 

*  I  wifh  the  Objeftions  now  ftarted  againft  the  paffing  of 
this  Bill,  had  been  mentioned  either  upon  the  fecond  Read- 
ing, or  in  the  Committee.  I  do  really  think  that  the  Bill 
might  have  been  drawn  up,  as  to  fome  Parts  of  it,  with 
fomething  more  Perfpicuity,  fo  as  to  have  intirely  ob- 
viated the  Objettions  now  made  to  it :  But  as  moft  of  the 
pbjeftions  now  made  are  founded  upon  Miftakes,  as  to  the 
Meaning  and  Intention  of  the  Bill,  I  am  therefore  of  Opi- 
nion, that  they  ought  not  to  be  of  Weight  enough  to  pre- 
vent its  paffing. 

•  As  to  what  the  honourable  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to 
mention  about  Navy-Contrads,    I  cannot  think  that  they 

come 


»7»- 


(       387      ) 

come  any  Way  under  the  Cafe  now  before  us.  The  Navy  Anno6.  Geo.  11. 
always  contradled  to  pay  ready  Money  to  all  thofe,  who  agree 
to  furniih  them  with  any  Stores  or  Provifions ;  and  after  a 
Man  has  entered  into  fuch  a  Contraft,  he  may  certainly  fell, 
or  affign  any  Intereft,  or  any  Share  of  the  Intereft  he  has 
therein  to  another,  notwithflanding  the  Bill  now  before  us. 
Upon  fuch  Contrafts  the  Money  is  indeed  generally  paid  by 
Navy- Bills,  but  that  cannot  hinder  the  private  Contrafter  to 
raifc  Money  upon  his  Contract  after  what  Manner  he  pleafes ; 
he  may  even  oblige  himfelf  to  deliver  Navy- Bills  at  fuch  a. 
Price  ;  for,  before  they  are  ifTued,  they  cannot  be  deemed 
to  be  Publick  Securities ;  and  if,  upon  delivering  the  Stores 
and  Provifions,  the  Navy  Ihould  aftually  pay  ready  Money 
to  the  private  Contractor,  can  it  be  fo  much  as  pretended, 
that  he  would  be  then  obliged  to  deliver  Navy-Bills  to  the* 
Perfon,  from  whom  he  had  borrowed  Money  upon  his  Con- 
traft  with  the  Navy  :  Would  not,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  the  Re- 
payment of  the  Money  borrowed  with  Intereft  be  a  full  Per- 
formance of  his  Engagement  with  the  Lender?  Navy-Bills, 
indeed,  after  they  are  once  iffued,  do  certainly  become  Pub- 
lick  Securities,  and  then  they  are  to  be  bought  and  fold  in 
the  Manner  prefcribed  by  this  Bill,  which  can  no  way  injure 
Publick  Credit, 

*  As  to  the  Objeftion  againft  compoundmg,  or  voluntarily 
receiving  any  Difference,  I  cannot  think,  that  the  Laws,  as 
to  the  Performance  on  the  Seller's  Part,  is  any  way  altered 
by  this  Bill.  He  is  not  by  this  Bill  obliged  to  keep  the 
Stock  fold,  in  his  Poffeffion,  any  longer  than  he  was  before ; 
he  may  certainly  perform  upon  his  Part  by  a  Tender  of  the 
Stock,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  he  could  have  done  before  ; 
he  may  then  fell  out  his  Stock,  and  he  may  bring  his  Ac- 
tion againft  the  Buyer  for  not  performing  his  Part  of  the 
Contraft,  upon  which  Aftion  he  will  recover  the  Difference 
by  way  of  Damages. 

*  Indeed,  that  Objeftion  relating  to  the  long  Annuities 
has  fomething  more  in  it,  and  therefore,  I  wifh  it  had 
been  provided  againft  by  fome  Words,  or  fome  Claufe  in 
the  Bill  ;  but  it  is  a  Cafe  that  will  happen  but  feldom,  ar4 
the  Difficulty  may  be,  by  proper  Management  and  Difpatch, 
in  all  Cafes  furmounted,  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it  fuf- 
ficient  for  throwing  out  the  Bill  ;  for  the  Praftice  of  Stock- 
jobbing has  been  fo  prejudicial  to  this  Nation,  that  no  trivial 
Objeftion  ought  to  take  Place  againft  a  Bill  by  which,  I 
think,  that  Pradlice  will  be  prevented  for  the  future. 

*  I  have,  Sir,  long  wifhed  for  fome  fuch  Bill  :  Every  one 
knows,  how  even  the  Adminiftration  has  been  fometimes  dif- 
treffed  by  the  Praftices  of  Stockjobbers :  They  have  Cor- 
JSipOJidcnts  fettled  at  all  the  Courts  of  Europe,  and  upon  all 

C  c  c  2  Occaficyns 


(     338    ) 

Anno  6.  0*0. 11.  Occafions  of  Momcnt  they  have  their  Exprefles,  who  make 

.      AZ"j_  ^  J  much  greater  Difpatch  than  the  Government's  Expreffes  can 
'     *  do,  becaufe  they  are  generally  much  better  paid,  and  better 

appointed  for  that  Purpofe. 

'  I  mull  fay.  Sir,  that  the  late  Praftices  in  the  Eaft-India 
Stock  were  really  fomething  furprizing  ;  there  might  per- 
haps be  fome,  who  upon  its  Rife  bought  only  with  a  View 
of  felling  out  again  at  an  advanced  Price ;  but  I  am  per- 
fuaded  there  were  others,  who  bought  even  at  the  highell 
Price  with  an  honeft  Intention,  and  without  any  other  View 
but  that  of  holding  the  Stock  they  bought,  and  taking  their 
Dividends  as  they  fliould  become  due.  The  Price  of  that 
Stock,  and  of  every  other  Stock,  muft  always  be  according 
to  the  Value  of  Money  at  that  Time,  and  the  Dividend 
made,  or  that  may  probably  be.m:ide  upon  the  Stock  :  At 
that  Time  our  4 1.  /^r  CV«/.  were  felling  at  a  Premium, 
even  our  3  1.  pe>-  Cent,  were  felling  at  very  near  Par  ;  and 
therefore  we  muft  conclude,  that  according  to  the  Value  of 
Money  at  that  Time,  an  Annuity  of  4I.  per  Cent,  was  very 
well  worth  1 00  1.  principal  Money.  That  Company  had 
divided  eight  per  Cent,  for  many  Years  ;  they  but  juft  be- 
fore paid  200,000  1.  to  the  Government  for  a  Prolongation 
of  their  Term  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  they  had  declared 
they  were  able  to  do  all  this,  and  likewife  to  pay  off  4  or 
500,000'!.  of  their  Bonds,  out  of  the  Profits  of  their  Trade: 
From  all  which,  thofe  who  were  not  in  the  deepeft  Secret  of 
their  Affairs,  had  very  good  Reafon  to  conclude,  that  they 
would  have  been  able  to  have  continued  the  fame  Divi- 
dend for  many  Years  to  come,  and  tliat  therefore  lool. 
Eaft-India  Stock  was  a  cheap  Purchafe  when  bought  even  for 
200 1.  The  Refolution  was  foon  after  taken  for  diminifhing 
their  Divideiid,  and  that  was  as  natural  a  Reafon  for  the 
Fall  of  their  Stock,  as  their  former  Declarations  had  been 
for  its  Rife.  What  were  the  Motives  for  this  Management 
I  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  I  am  afraid,  that  the 
Game  of  Stock- Jobbing  is  often  the  Caufeol^  Managements 
in  that,  and  all  other  publick  Funds  :  If  we  deftroy  the 
Caufe,  the  Effeds  muft  ceafe  ;  and  of  Confequence  the 
Price  of  all  publick  Stocks  will  become  more  certain  and 
fixed,  which  will,  I  am  fure,  make  them  more  valuable  to 
all  honeft  Purchafers.  The  fluctuating  of  the  Price  can  be 
no  Advantage  to  any  but  Brokers,  and  to  thofe  who  have 
a  Mind    to  make    indireft   Advantages    by   Stockjobbing  : 

'  Thofe  Praftices  will,  I    think,    be  prevented  by  this  Bill ; 

confequently  it   will  tend  to  the   Improvement  of  publick 
Credit,  and  therefore  I  Ihall  be  for  its  paffing.' 

Lord  Hcucy.  Then  Lgrd  Harvey  fpoke  againft  the  Bill : 

Mr  Speaker 


(     3??9     ) 
Mr  Speaker,  Anno  6.  Cho.  u. 

"  In  the  Debate  now  before  us,  I  cannot  agree  •»vith  my  .  — "^— ,  / 
honourable  Friend  over  the  Way.  I  mull  be  of  Opinion, 
that  if  this  Bill  paffes,  no  Seller  can  fue  for  any  Difference 
upon  the  Stock  fold,  nor  can  he  recover  Damage,  which  I 
take  to  be  the  fame  with  Difference,  unlefs  he  has  the  Stock 
in  his  Pofleflion  the  whole  Time  of  the  Suit :  By  this  Bill 
every  Bargain  is  to  be  fpecifically  performed,  and  therefore 
the  Seller,  as  I  take  it,  mull  fue  only  for  a  fpeciiical  Per- 
formance, which  no  Seller  can  pretend  to  fue  for,  unlefs  he 
is,  at  all  Times,  during  the  Continuance  of  the  Suit,  in  a 
Condition  and  ready  to  perform  fpecifically  upon  his  Part, 
for  which  End  he  muft  always  have  of  that  Stock  which  he 
has  fold,  at  leaft  as  much  as  he  is  obliged  to  deliver  to  the 
Buyer  ;  and  therefore,  if  a  Man  has  fold  all  the  Share  he 
has  in  any  publick  Fund,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  perform 
his  Part  of  an  Agreement  about  fomething  elfe,  if  the 
Buyer  does  not  come  to  take  the  Stock,  and  pay  the  Price, 
the  Seller  muft  fubjeft  himfelf  to  the  Penalty  of  his  other 
Agreement,  or  he  muft  give  up  all  Pretences  for  recovering  -- 
any  thing  from  the  Buyer  of  his  Stock,  either  by  way  of 
Difference  or  Damages.  This  will  be  a  great  Hardlhip  upon 
all  Stockholders,  and  as  they  will,  by  this  Bill,  be  fubjeft- 
ed  to  a  great  many  other  Inconveniences,  and  to  feveral 
dangerous  and  heavy  Penalties,  I  fhall  therefore  be  againft 
its  paffing.' 

Sir  William  Yonge  fpoke  next  for  the  Bill :  ^'"  "''•'•  ^''^H^- 

Mr  Speaker, 

'  In  the  Cafe  now  before  us,  I  take  it  to  be  of  no  Con- 
fequence,  whether  or  no  the  Seller  can  reoover  either  Dif- 
ference or  Damages,  and  therefore,  whether  or  no  they  be 
In  effeft  the  fame  is  no  material  Queftion.  1  am  very  well 
convinced,  that  no  Circumftances  can  ever  lay  a  Man  under 
the  Neceffity  of  felling  or  buying  for  Time  ;  no  Man  can 
fo  much  as  have  an  Inclination  tliat  Way,  unlefs  he  be  en- 
dued with  fomething  of  the  Spirit  of  Gaming,  or  unlefs  he 
knows  a  Secret,  by  which  he  thinks  he  can  make  an  unjuft 
Advantage  of  the  Perfon  he  fells  to,  or  purchafes  from  ;  and 
therefore.  Sir,  I  look  upon  the  putting  a  final  End  to  this 
Pradlice  to  be  one  of  the  principal  Aims  of  this  Bill.  I  real- 
ly. Sir,  muft  fay,  that  I  have  not  heard  one  material  Ob- 
jeftion  offered  againft  this  Bill,  and  as  I  was  one  of  thofe 
appointed  to  bring  it  in,  1  can  fay,  that  all  pollible  Care 
IrVas  taken  to  make  the  Words  as  plain,  and  the  Terms  *5 
cafy,  as  were  confiftent  with  putting  an  cffeftual  End  to  the  E- 
vils  againft  which  the  Bill  was  originally  propofed.  Howe- 
ver, as  the  Bill  is  to  go  to  the  other  Iloufe,  I  do  not  know- 
but  foHie  few  Words  nvay  be  added  or  aJtered,  in  order  to 

obviate 
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Anno  6.  Geo.  11.  obviatc,  OS  much  as  poflible,  all  Objeftions  that  have  been 
y_   —"-    J  or  may  be  made  to  the  Bill.' 
sif  joba  Barnard.       Then  Sir  John  Barnard  fpoke  again. 
Sir, 

*  It  k  very  certain  that  Long  Annuities  are  included  in 
this  Bill ;  they  muft  not  be  bought  or  fold  hereatter  but  ac- 
cording to  the  Manner  perfcribed  by  this  Bill  :  But  I  am 
certain  this  can  be  no  Objeftion  to  the  paffing  of  it ;  for  no 
wife  Man,  no  honeft  Man,  will  prefume  to  fell  any  thing 
'till  he  has  made  his  Title  to  it  as  clear  as  the  Nature  of 
the  Thing  can  admit  of;  and  therefore  I  think,  that  no 
PolTeiror  of  a  Long  Annuity  will  prefume  to  fell  'till  after  he 
has  deduced  his  Title,  and  made  it  fo  clear,  that  no  Diffi- 
culty can  be  made  in  approving  of  it,  in  which  Cafe  all 
fuch  Bargains  may  be  fpecifically  performed  within  ten  Days 
aftel-  the  making  thereof  ;  but  if  any  accidental  Delay  Ihould 
in  the  mean  Time  happen,  the  Parties  may,  by  mutual  Con- 
fent,  put  off  the  fpecifical  Performance  for  what  Time  they 
pleafe  ;  there  is  nothing  in  this  Bill  that  can  prevent  fuch  a 
mutur'.l  Indulgence. 

*  I  did  not  before  take  Notice  of  the  Objedlion  made. 
That  this  Bill,  if  it  paffes,  may  be  the  Occalion  of  the 
bringing  many  Suits  in  Equity  againft  the  Pofleffors  of  our 
publick  Funds.  This,  I  muft  fay,  I  am  furprized  at.  What 
Guard  has  any  Man,  as  the  Law  now  ftands,  againft  Chan- 
cery Suits  ?  May  not  any  Man  now  bring  a  Bill  in  Equity 
againft  me,  and  fet  forth,  that  I  owe  iiim  a  large  Sum  of 
Money,  tho'  I  never  had  any  Dealings  with  the  Man  in 
my  Life  ?  Such  a  Bill  may  certainly  be  brought,  but  I 
know  what  would  be  the  Fate  of  it  ;  I  know  it  would  be 
difmiffed  with  Cofts :  This  is  my  Dependence,  I  know  I  have 
never  done  any  Thing  that  may  render  me  liable  to  the  hav- 
ing of  fuch  a  Bill  brought  againft  me,  and  therefore  I  de- 
pend on  it  that  no  fuch  Bill  will  ever  be  brought.  And 
would  it  not  be  the  fame  if  the  Bill  now  before  us  (hould 
pafs?  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  aiiy  Man  woul^  fubjeft  him- 
felf  to  the  inimediate  Expence  of  ten  or  twelve  Pounds, 
and  the  Danger  of  being  obliged  to  pay  twenty  or  thirty 
more,  unlefs  he  had  very  ftrong  Proofs  againft  the  Man 
whom  he  made  Defendant  to  his  Biii  ?  This,  Sir,  is  really 
putting  Cafes  almoft  impoffible,  in  order  from  thence  to 
raife  Objeftions  againft  a  Bill,  for  the  Remedy  of  what  is, 
by  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  acknowledged  to  be,  a , 
moft  infufferable  Evil.' 

Then  Mr  Glanville  ftood  up  again,  and  faid  ; 
Sir, 
Wr  cianviite-  « J  muft  obferve,  that  thePoffefTor  of  a  Long  Annuity,  wba 

hiLs  SL  Mind  to  kll,  may  think  his  Title  as  clear  as  the  Sun 

at 
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at  Noon-Day,  and  yet  when  he  comes  to  flievv  it  to  the  Anno  6;  ^-  «• 
Purchafer,  he  may  find  feveral  Objeftions  :  In  fuch  Cafe  it 
muft  be  laid  before  the  Purchafer's  Counfel,  he  muft  exa- 
mine all  the  Title- Deeds,  and  a  Conveyance  muft  be  drawn 
up  and  fettled  by  Counfel,  both  for  the  Seller  and  Buyer  ; 
and  this  will  be  admitted,  I  believe,  not  to  be  practicable  in 
ten  Days,  fo  that  I  muft  ftill  be  of  Opinion,  that  the  Sale 
of  fuch  publick  Securities  will,  by  this  Bill,  be  made  very- 
dangerous  and  difficult,  if  not  altogether  impoftible. 

*  As  to  Bills  in  Equity  it  is  certain,  that  no  Man  will 
ever  file  fuch  a  Bill  unlcfs  he  expeds  fome  Difcovery  by  the 
Defendant's  Anfwer.  As  the  Law  now  ftands,  no  Man  can 
expeft  any  Difcovery  from  a  Man  with  whom  he  never  had 
any  Tranfaftions :  But  by  the  Bill  now  before  us,  every  Man 
will  have  fome  Encouragement  to  expeft  a  Difcovery  of 
fomething  he  may  make  an  Advantage  of  by  the  Defendant's 
Anfwer,  if  fuch  Defendant  ever  was  a  Dealer  in  any  of 
our  Publick  Funds ;  becaufe,  if  he  ever  made  a  Contrail 
contrary  to  the  Terms  of  this  Bill,  he  will  be  obliged  to  dif- 
cover  It  by  his  Anfwer,  and  tho'  he  may  be  thereby  dif^ 
charged  from  the  Penalty,  yet  the  other  Party  contrading 
with  him  is  not  ;  fo  that  the  Perfon  who  files  the  Bill,  may 
thereby  make  an  Advantage,  either  by  recovering  the  Mo- 
ney received  by  the  Defendant  upon  an  unlawful  Contraft, 
or  by  grounding  an  Information  upon  that  Anfwer  for  re- 
covering a  Penalty  from  the  other  Party  concerned  in  fuch 
unlawful  Contraft  or  Compofition  ;  and  therefore,  I  think, 
it  is  evident,  that  if  this  Bill  paffes,  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Publick  Funds  will  be  more  liable  to  have  Bills  in  Equity 
preferred  againft  them  than  any  other  Perfons  in  the  King- 
dom are. 

*  I  ftiall  conclude.  Sir,  with  taking  Notice  of  one  Cafe 
where  People  are  often  obliged  to  fell  before  they  can  be 
ready  to  deliver,  and  that  is  in  the  Cafe  of  Executors  and 
Truttees,  where  the  Truft-Stock  muft  generally  be  fold  by 
a  Bill  in  Chancery.  In  fuch  Cafes,  according  to  the  Prac- 
tice now  obferved,  they  muft  fell  before  they  bring  their 
Bill,  becaufe  the  Purchafer  is  always  made  a  Party  to  the 
Suit ;  and  every  Man  knows  that  a  Chancery  Suit  cannot  be 
begun  and  ended,  and  the  Bargain  fpecificaJly  performed  in 
ten  Days  Time.' 

Mr  Bootle  fpoke  next :  Mr  Bootie. 

Sir, 
'  I  rife  up  only  to  reftify  fome  Miftakes  that  I  find  Gen- 
tlemen feem  to  be  in,  with  refpeft  to  the  prefcnt  Pradice  of 
the  Law.  According  to  the  prefect  Prad>.ice,  no  Man  that 
fells  Stock  is  obliged  to  keep  his  Stock  for  any  Time  after 
the  Day,  on  wjiicii  he  contrafted  to  deliver  it :  If  the  Buyer 

do 
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Anno  6.  GTco.  II.  da  not  comc  6n  that  Day  to  accept  the  Stock,  and  pay  the 
Price  he  agreed  to  give  for  it,  the  Seller  makes  Publication 
at  the  Books  for  him  to  come  and  accept,  and  pay  for  the 
Stock  which  he  is  then  ready  to  deliver  according  to  his 
Contraft  :  Then  an  actual  Transfer  is  made  upon  the  Books, 
and  that  Transfer  ftands  'till  the  (hutting  up  of  the  Books  for 
that  Day ;  if,  in  that  Time,  the  Buyer  do  not  come  to  ac- 
cept of,  and  pay  for  the  Stock  fo  transferred,  the  Transfer 
is  then  cancelled  ;  and  upon  next  Transfer-Day  the  Seller  may 
fell  his  Stock  to  whcmfocver  he  pleafes  at  the  current  Price 
of  that  Day  ;  and  if  he  fells  it  at  a  Lofs,  he  has  an  Adion 
upon  a  Breach  of  Covenant  againft  the  Buyer,  upon  which 
Adion  he  always  recovers  the  Difference  by  way  of  Dama- 
ges. The  Publication  and  Transfer,  made  at  the  Books  upon 
the  Day  agreed  on  and  proved  duly  in  Court,  is  always 
taken  for  a  fpecifical  Performance  on  the  part  of  the  Sel- 
ler ;  and  the  Buyer  has  no  Title  to  come,  at  any  Time  after 
that  Day,  to  demand  a  new  fpecifical  Performance.  This  is 
the  prefent  Praftice  in  all  fuch  Cafes,  and  I  am  fure  there 
is  nothing  in  the  Bill  now  before  us  which  can  aJter  the 
prefent  Pra£tice  in  that  Refpeft  ;  and  therefore  I  mult  con- 
clude, that  as  to  this  Cafe,  no  Stockholder  can  be  brought 
under  any  Difficulty  or  Hardfhip  by  the  Bill  now  before 
us. 

*  With  refpefl.  Sir,  to  the  Long  Annuities,  why  may  not 
they  be  fold  as  Land-Eftates  generally  are  ?  In  the  Sale  of 
Land-Eftates,  when  the  Seller  finds  out  one  who  is  willing 
to  be  the  Purchafer,  the  fiift  Thing  he  does  is  to  fatisfy  him 
about  the  Title,  before  they  fo  much  as  talk  about  the  Price, 
or  examine  particularly  into  the  Value  of  the  Eftate  to  be 
fold.  If  this  Method  be  obferved  with  refpeft  to  the  Sale  of 
Long  Annuities,  it  cannot  be  faid,  but  that  the  Agreement 
may  be  fpecifically  performed  by  both  Parties,  within  ten 
Days  after  making  the  fame. 

*  As  to  the  Sale  of  Stock  veiled  in  Executors  or  Truftees, 
there  is  no  Neceffity  of  felling  it  before  the  Bill  in  Chancery 
be  filed  ;  there  is  no  Neceffity  of  felling  it  before  a  Decree 
pafles  for  that  Purpofe  :  It  may  be  fuggelled  in  the  Bill,  that 
fuch  a  Man  is  willing  to  become  a  Purchafer,  and  he  may 
be  made  a  Party  to  the  Suit,  as  well  as  if  he  had  actually 
become  a  Purchafer  j  the  Effeft  would  be  the  fame,  and  he 
would  get  his  Cofts  in  the  one  Cafe  as  well  as  in  the  other. 

*  And  as  to  Stockholders  being  expofed  to  the  Danger  of 
having  Bills  in  Chancery  filed  frequently  againft  them,  there 
h  nothing  in  it  j  no  fair  Dealer  in  Stocks  can  ever  be  expof- 
fd  to  fuch  a  Danger,  for  whoever  files  fuch  a  Bill  mull  fet 
forth  the  unlawful  Contradl  particularly  ;  we  a-e  not  to  ima- 
gine, that,  from  any  Cla«ie  in  this  Bill,  a  Mar*  will  be  al- 
lowed 
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lowed  to  bring  a  Bill  in  Equity,  and  fuggeil  generallf  that  A"""^^;  c=°  "• 
the  Defendant  has  made  fome  unlawful  Contracts  in  Stocks,  ;^,,  -  -  J 
and  pray  that  he  may  be  obliged  to  difcover  all  his  Dealings  ; 
no,  the  Plaintiff  muft  certainly  fet  forth  the  particular  Con- 
trai:!  of  which  he  prays  a  Diicovery  ;  and  this  he  cannot  do, 
unlels  there  has  not  only  been  fome  fuch  unlawful  Contraft, 
but  fuch  an  unlawful  Contract  as  he  has  had  fome  Informa- 
tion of;  and  if  upon  the.  Iffue  of  the  Caufe  his  Information 
appears  to  be  groundlefs,  he  may  exped;  to  be  made  pay  all 
Colls  of  Suit;  fo  that  no  Man  can  have  Reafon  to  be  afraid 
of  any  fach  Bills  being  filed  againft  him,  unlefs  he  has  adu- 
aliy  made  fome  unlawful  Contradl ;  and  that  no  fuch  Man 
ihould  reft  in  Security  is  the  very  Defign  of  this  Bill. 

'  In  ftiort.  Sir,  from  all  the  Objcilions  that  have  been 
llarted,  and  all  the  Cafes  that  have  been  put,  I  can  fee  no- 
thing but  pretended  or  imaginary  Difficulties  ,•  and  as  the 
Bill  now  before  us  will,  in  my  Opinion,  put  an  End  to  many 
real  Evils,  which  are  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence 
both  to  the  Trade  and  Credit  of  this  Nation,  therefore  I 
fhall  with  all  my  Heart  be  for  its  paffing  in  this  Houfe,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  pafied  into  a  Law.' 

Then  the  Quellion  being  put,  That  the  Bill  do  pafs,  X^-'^';^"^*;'"''*^ ., 
it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  by  55  againft  49  ;  and  theCGmmonsrEui 
■was  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  who  made  fo  many  Alterations  ^l'""' 


aftsrwnrdi 
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therein,  that  it  was  afterwards  drop'd.  ofir..-Ai:cratio;is 

11  jr  rrM       T  r       r    1     •         •  r^  i/"i  •  made  Uicreui  1^/ 

May  4.  The  Houfe  being  in  a  Grand  Committee  to  con-  the  Lords. 
fider  of  Methods  for  Relief  of  the  Sufferers  by  the  Chari- 
table Corporation,   the  Lord  Tyrconnel  mov'd.  That  a  Sum  ^^  xyrcinne'i 
not  exceeding  one  Million   be  raifed,    by  way  of  Lottery,  moves  for  a  Lottery 
for  that  Purpofe.  His  Lordiliip  was  oppofed  by  Mr  Sandys  ;  LiiJ?f  oilhc  .,,1- 
who  was  anfwer'd  by   Sir  William  Yor.ge.     Hereupon  Mr  ua^'t^ol;.aio!"" 
Erie  ftood  up  and  faid. 

Sir,  Mr  S.rMiS^ 

*  I  am  very  much   for   giving  all   the   Relief  we  can  to  Mr  Lrio!""""^" 
fuch  as  are  Objects  of  Charity,  but  I  a.m  as  much  againft 

doing  it  by  way  of  Lottery  ;  for  by  fuch  a  Method,  in  order 
to  relieve  thole  who  have  been  cheated  and  undone,  we  fhail 
give  a  Handle,  by  which  a  much  greater  Number  of  wer.k 
and   fimple  Perfons  may  be  undone.' 

Mr  Palmer  fpoke  next  ;  m,  ?:i;;r,>-,r. 

Sir, 

*  I  always  wa-,  and  always  fliall  be  againft  Lotte 
ries,  of  whatever  Kind,  or  on  whattver  Occafioii,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  but  be  agiinft  the  Propofitioa  now  made  to 
us.  I  fiiall  be  glad  to  fee  thoic  poor,  unl'.:ippy  Peojle  ic- 
lieved,  and  I  hope  that  fome  eif;;duai  Methydb  may  be  fal- 
len on  for  procuring  thnt  Rtllef ;  bat  do  not  let  us  think  oi: 
giving  them  Relief  i^y  f.-tci:ig  up  whai  hu:  bi  C;i  alvv-'ys  dfC!;-    ;■ 

Voi.,  II.  D  d  d  ^  i 
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Anno5.  Geo.  11,    ed  a  publick  Nufancc  ;  I  believe  it  will  be  a  better  Way  for 
\_,i.---U"   I  J  "^  ^°  grant  a  Sum  of  Money  to  the  Crown,  for  the  Relief  of 
thofe  of  the  Sufferers  who  are  really  Objeds  of  Compaffion  : 
This  Method  I  mention  only  to  the  Committee  ;  but,  what- 
ever Relief  is  to  be  granted,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  very 
much  confined,  for  as  to  all  thofe  who  fhall  appear  to  have 
been  Gamefters  in  that  Stock,  they  no  more  merit  the  Com- 
paffion of  the  Publick,  than  thofe  who  are  undone  at  a  Gam- 
jng-Table.     I  doubt  much  if  any  of  the  Men  who  became 
Adventurers  in  that  Corporation  deferve  much  Compaffion  ; 
I  am  afraid,    that  moil  of  them  purchafed,  either  with  a 
View  of  making  an  unjull  Profit  by  the  advanced  Price  of 
the  Shares  they  bought,  or  with  a  View  to  have  a  higher  In- 
tereft  for  their  Money,   than  what  they  were  by  Law  intitled 
to,  and  in  either  Cafe  they  are  almoft  as  fradulent  as  thofe 
who  were  the  Managers ;  for  he  that  cheats,  or  extorts  from 
a  Man  a   Shilling,  is   as  much  guilty  of  Fraud,  as  he  that 
cheats  him  out  of  loool.  Indeed,  as  to  the  Ladies,  a  great 
many  of  them  may  have  been  innocently  drawn  in  by  thofe, 
to  whom  they  intruded  the  Management  of  their  Affairs, 
or  by  thofe  who,  from  the  Beginning,  had  a  formed  Defign 
of  cheating  them  out  of  their  Money  :  Their  Cafe  is  really 
to  be  pitied,    but  in  my  Opinion,  of  all  the  Sufferers,  they 
only  are  the  proper  Objefts  of  Compaffion,   and  therefore  I 
hope,  that  whatever  Relief  is  to  be  given,  will  be  confined  to 
the  fair  Sex  only.' 
LordTyrconsei.         To  this  Lord  Tyrconnel  replied. 
Sir, 

*  I  have  as  great  a  Regard  for  the  fair  Sex  as  the  Gentle- 
man who  fpoke  lafl,  and  with  him  I  think,  that  they  are 
really  the  greateft  Objects  of  Compaffion  ;  but.  Sir,  let  us 
confider,  that  many  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  have  been  un- 
done, have  Wives  and  Daughters  ;  and  I  cannot  but  look 
upon  the  Wives  and  Daughters  of  fuch  Men  to  be  at  leall 
as  great  ObjefiS  of  Compaffion,  as  any  of  thofe  Ladies 
who-  have  been  undone  by  their  ov/n  Act  and  Deed.' 

siiChsricsV.'a^cr.      H'jreupon  Sir  Charles  Wager  faid. 
Sir, 

*  I  mulT:  think,  that  the  only  Means  v/e  can  think  of 
for  relieving  the  unhappy  Sufferers  in  that  Corporation,  is  to 
make  a  Lottery  for  their  Benefit ;  but  I  mull  likewife  be  of 
Opinion,  that  a  Lottery  of  a  ?vlillion  will  be  too  large  ;  I 
belli  ve  one  of  500,000  1.  may  be  fufficieiit ;  and  therefore  I 
fiia!!  iccond  the  Motion  to  the  Amount  of  that  Sum.' 

s;,  ;,Oi;)jck;!!.         'j'hen    Sir    Jofcph   Jekyll  fpcke  againlt   the  Motion   as 
follows : 

s;r, 

'  Bcic/re  we  thihk  cf  granting  any  Moncv  to  the  Crown,  or 
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of  granting  Money  in  any  other  Way,  for  the  Relief  of  Annoo.  Geo.  ii. 
thofe  SuiFerers,  we  ought  firll  to  confider,  whether  or  no  .  ,,— ^^-  j 
we  have  any  Power  or  Authority  to  tax  the  People,  or  to  " 

grant  away  the  publick  Money  for  the  Relief  of  any  pri- 
vate Perfons.  I  muft  really  be  of  Opinion,  that  we  have 
no  fuch  Power  ;  we  are  indeed  to  difpofe  of  the  publick 
Money,  but  then  we  are  to  difpofe  of  it  for  publick  Ufes ; 
we  are  not  to  convert  it  either  to  our  own  Ufe,  or  to  the 
Ufe  of  any  private  Perfon  :  'Tis  true,  we  have  fometimes 
granted  Money  to  the  King  for  the  rewarding  of  private 
Perfons,  but  fuch  Grants  have  always  been  made  for  fome 
Services  rendered  by  thofe  Perfons  to  the  Publick ;  and 
therefore,  what  Money  was  in  that  way  granted,  was  really 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick.  Even  the  raihng  of  Money  by 
a  Lottery  is  raifing  Money  upon  the  People,  and  if  any 
Part  of  the  Money  fo  raifed  is  granted  away  to  private  Per- 
fons, I  muft  look  upon  it  to  be  a  converting  the  publick 
Money  to  the  Ufe  of  private  Perfons,  which  I  think  we 
have  no  Power  to  do  ;  and  upon  that  Account,  as  well  as  on 
account  of  the  many  Inconveniences  that  attend  Lotteries, 
I  muft  be  againft  the  Motion.' 

Mr  Winnington  fpoke  next  in  behalf  of  the  Motion  :       Mr  wimiingtan. 

Sir, 
*  I  have  always  had  a  great  Regard  for  the  Opinion  of  the 
honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  but  I 
hope  he  will  excufe  me,  if  I  fay  that  I  do  not  think  the 
Objeftions  he  has  now  made  againft  the  Propolition  in 
Hand,  are  near  fo  ftrong  as  thofe  ufually  made  by  him. 
As  to  our  Power  of  granting  Money  for  the  Relief  in  Quef- 
tion,  I  do  not  know  what  Power  we  may  have  in  that  Re- 
fped  ;  but  I  am  fure  there  are  feveral  Inftances,  where  we 
have  granted  even  a  publick  Tax  for  the  Relief  of  private  , 

Perfons.  One  fuch  Inftance,  Sir,  is  within  my  Knowledge, 
and  is  fo  late,  that  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  may  re- 
member it  J  that  is,  the  Cafe  of  the  Suitors  in  Chancery, 
whofe  Money  had  been  loft  by  the  Mifcondudl  of  the  late 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  then  Mailers  in  Chancery  :  It  is 
well  known  that  this  Houfe  laid  a  Tax  upon  the  Law,  which 
I  take  to  be  a  Tax  upon  the  People,  becaufe  the  whole  is 
paid  by  the  Clients  in  that  Court,  and  not  by  the  Lawyers  ; 
and  the  Money  to  arife  by  this  Tax  was  appropriated  to- 
wards making  good  the  Lofs,  which  the  Suitors  in  that 
Court  had  fuftained.  Another  Inftance  of  the  fame  Nature 
is  that  Tax,  which  was  granted  for  Relief  of  the  Orphans 
within  the  City  of  London  ;  and  I  believe  feveral  other  In- 
ftances could  be  given,  if  we  were  to  examine  the  Journals  of 
this  Houfe. 

D  d  d  2  *  How- 
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Anno  5:  Geo.  II.  '  HowevCT,  Sir,  I  do  not  take  this  to  be  the  Queftion  now ' 
^__,„  — "-  _f  before  us.  It  is  not  propofed  to  impofe  any  Tax,  or  to 
grant  any  Money  to  the  Crown  for  the  Relief  of  thofe  un- 
happy SufFerers ;  for  I  cannot  imagine  how  it  can  be  thought, 
that  the  granting  a  Lottery  is  eiJier  a  Tax  or  an  Impofition 
upon  the  Publick.  By  granting  a  Lottery  we  do  not  oblige 
any  Man  to  pay  towards  it,  no  Man  is  to  be  forc'd  to  be- 
come an  Adventurer  ;  it  is  not  really  fo  much  a  Grant  of 
Money,  as  it  is  a  Repeal  in  fo  far  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament 
lately  made  againft  private  Lotteries ;  for,  if  it  were  not  for 
that  Statute,  the  Charitable  Corporation  could  of  themfelves 
fet  up  fuch  a  Lottery  as  is  now  propofed  :  And  as  the  mak- 
ing of  that  Law  was  occafioned  by  the  many  Frauds  that 
were  committed  by  the  means  of  private  Lotteries,  and  the 
downright  Bites  that  were  often  put  upon  People  under 
that  Name,  the  Caufe  entirely  ceafes  with  refpeft  to  the 
Lottery  now  propofed,  from  which  no  Fraud  or  Bite  can  be 
fo  much  as  fufpefted/ 
Si  w;ii-amWynd-  After  him  Sir  William  Wyndham  flood  up,  and  faid, 
him.  ■  "  Sir, 

*  As  to  the  AiFair  before  us,  I  am  afraid  we  are  begin- 
ning at  the  wrong  End.  We  are  now  in  a  Committee,  to 
confider  of  Ways  and  Means  for  relieving  fuch  of  the  Suf- 
ferers in  the  Charitable  Corporation,  as  fhall  be  deemed  Ob- 
iefts  of  Compaffion,  and  we  are  now  ^oing  to  refolve  upon 
a  certain  Sum  to  be  appropriated  for  that  Relief,  before  we 
know  any  Thing  about  the  SufFerers  ;  whether  there  be  any, 
or  how  many  ot  them  there  be  Objefts  o.^^  CompafHon  ;  or 
what  Sum  will  be  necefl'ary  for  giving  them  a  proper  Relief? 
All  thefe  Queftions  ought,  I  think,  to  be  refolv'd,  before  we 
proceed  to  grant  any  Sum  for  that  Purpofe,  either  by  way  of 
Lottery  or  any  other  way.  lam,  Sir,  firmly  of  Opinion, 
that  we  have  no  Power  to  lay  on  any  publick  Lnpofuicn  for 
the  Relief  of  private  Perfons  ;  and  to  think  of  giving  a  Re- 
lief by  way  of  Lottery,  is  to  eftablifh  by  Law  a  new  Deceit, 
for  the  Relief  of  thofe  who  have  fufFered  by  an  old  one. 
As  to  our  having  it  in  our  Power  to  relieve  private  Perfons 
by  publick  Taxes,  the  Inllances  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  are  not  at  all  to  the  prefent  Cafe. 
The  Suitors  in  Chancery  were  in  a  very  different  Situation 
from  thofe  we  are  now  about  to  relieve  :  Tiie  Court  of 
Chancery  is  one  of  the  publick  Courts  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
confequently  is  the  kmc  with  the  Publick  ;  whatever  Mo- 
ney was  pat  into  the  Cuitody  of  that  Court,  was  put  into  the 
Cullcdy  of  the  Publick,  and  if  any  of  it  was  purloined 
by  thofe  Officers  who  are  appointed  by  the  Publick,  there 
is  no  C)^(  lion  but  that  the  Publick  is  obliged  to  make  k 
good:  Befides,  thofe  vvho  had  their  Money  in  that  Court 
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did  not  voluntarily  put  it  there  ;  they  were  all  obliged,  con-  *""<>  ^-Ceo.ir. 
trary  to  their  Inclination,  to  leave  it  in  that  Court  ;    they 
could  not  get  it  out  again  without  an  Order  of  Court  for  that 
Purpofe  ;  they  could  not  fo  much  as  inquire  in  what  Man- 
ner their  iVIoney  was  difpofed  of ;  whereas,  with  refped  to 
the  Sufferers  in  the  Charitable  Corporation,     they  have  no 
Pretence  of  having  trufted  the  Publick  with  their  Money  ; 
they  voluntarily  put  their  Money  there ;    they  might  have 
taken  it  out  when  they  vrauld,  and  they  might  have   every 
Day  inquired  into  the  Management  of  it ;  fo  that  what  they 
liave  loil:  is  entirely  owing  to  their  own  Aft  and  Deed,  or 
at  leall:  to  their  own  Negleft  ;   they  have  nothing  but  Com- 
paflion  to  plead  for  granting  them  any  Relief  from  the  Pub- 
lick,  and  1  am  afraid,  if  we  conhder  the  Publick  aright, 
and  the  Loads  it  already  labours  under,  we  mull  conclude  it 
is  not  in  a  proper  Condition  for  granting  fuch  large  Charities. 
That  other  Inilance,  Sir,  relating  to  the  Tax   for  relieving 
the  Orphans  of  the  City  of  London,  is  Ail!  lefs  to  the  prefent 
Cafe  ;  it  is  a  local  Tax  ;  it  extends  no  fartner  than  the  City 
of  London  ;  and  it  was  moll  reafonable  that  the  Citizens  of 
London  fhould  be  obliged  to  make  good  the  Lofs,  that  was 
fcllained  by  Perfons  who  were  under  a  Neceffity  of  trailing 
their  Money  to  them,  or  at  leaft  to   the  Officers  appointed 
by  them. 

*  Now  as  to  Lotteries,  Sir,  the  honourable  Gentleman 
millakes  it,  if  he  imagines  that  the  Frauds  conmiitted  in  pri- 
vate Lotteries,  was  the  only  Reafon  for  prohibiting  by  an  ex- 
prefs  Law  the  fetting  up  of  any  fuch.  Every  Lottery,  pub- 
lick or  private,  is  a  publick  Nufance,  becaule  it  makes  a 
great  many  poor  unthinking  People  ruin  thcmielves  by  ven- 
turing more  Money  in  that  Way  than  their  Circomltances 
can  admit  of;  and,  ag  all  Lotteries  area  Sort  of  Gaming- 
Tables,  they  give  great  Encouragement  to  Idlenefs  and  Ex- 
travagance, by  buoying  up  weak  People  with  the  Hopes  of 
fleeting  Riches  in  another  Way  than  that  of  Indullry  and 
Prugality,  which  is  the  only  Way  of  getting  Riclies  that 
ought  to  be  encouraged  by  a  wife  People  ;  therefore.  Sir, 
the  Caufe  of  the  Law  does  not  ceafe  with  refpeft  to  the  Lot- 
tery now  propofed,'  but  will,  I  believe,  grow  more  llrorg  a- 
gairft  it  than  againll  any  publick  Lottery  that  ever  was  pro- 
pofed ;  for,  confidering  the  Expences  of  Management,  it  is 
certain  tliat  the  Corporation,  or  the  Sufferers  therein,  can. 
make  little  or  nothiiig  by  a  Lottery,  unlefs  it  be  made  fo 
difadvantngeous  to  tlie  Adventurers,  that  no  Man  but  a  Mad- 
man will  put  any  Money  into  it  i  and  if  fuch  a  Lottery 
fliould  fill,  it  would  be  a  very  powerful  Argument  ag;;int'!: 
this  and  every  fuch  Lottery  that  can  be  propofed  ;  for  it  is 
rci'.lly  granting  a   Licence   by  Act   of  Pailiar.icnt  to  cheat 

People 
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AnaoB.  Geo.  u.    People  Oat  of  their  Money,  which  is  a  Sort  of  Projefl  for 
j_„ii— ^-    _j  railing  Money  that  this  Houfe  will  never,  I  hope,  agree  to 

in  any  Cafe  whatever.' 
tord  Hcrvcy.  Lord  Hervey  fpoke  next  in  Favour  of  the  Motion  : 

Sir, 

*  There  is,  in  my  Opinion,  no  poffible  Relief  to  be  given 
to  thofe  unfortunate  People,  but  what  muil  be  attended  with 
fome  Inconveniencies.  I  am,  in  general,  as  much  againft  en- 
couraging Lotteries  as  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  ;  but 
where  no  real  Fraud  is  committed,  I  cannot  think  that  a  Lot- 
tery is  a  Thing  of  fo  bad  Confequence  ;  where  the  Money 
thereby  raifed  is  duly  applied,  and  no  underhand  Dealings 
allowed  to  be  put  in  Praftice,  which,  to  be  fure,  will  be  taken 
Care  of  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  it  cannot  be  attended  with  ma- 
ny Inconveniencies ;  and  as  a  Lottery  is  the  only  Method 
which  I  have  yet  heard  mentioned,  or  can  think  of,  for 
giving  Relief  to  thofe  Objefls  of  Compe.ffion  we  have  now 
under  our  Confideration  ;  I  have  fo  much  Pity  for  them, 
that  I  think  the  few  Inconveniencies,  that  can  attend  fuch  a 
fmall  Lottery  as  that  of  500,0001.  ought  in  the  prefent  Cafe 
to  be  overlooked. 

*  Upon  the  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  this  Corporation, 
we  have  all  had  two  Things  under  our  Confideration.  The 
firft  was  that  of  doing  Juftice  by  puiiifhing  the  Guilty  ;  in 
this  we  have  gone  on  as  we  ought  to  do  in  all  fuch  Cafes  ; 
we  have  proceeded  with  the  utmoft  Caution ;  becaufe,  if  we 
liad  been  rigorous  in  that  Point,  we  might  readily  have  de- 
viated into  Severity,  which  in  all  Cafes  ought  to  be  carefully 
avoided  ;  but  as  to  the  other  Point,  which  is  that  of  giving 
Relief  to  the  unfortunate  Sufferers,  and  which  is  the  Point 
now  before  us,  there  is  no  need  of  fo  great  Caution  :  If  in 
this  we  Ihould  go  a  little  too  far,  it  is  erring  upon  the  fafe 
Side  ;  the  greateft  Fault  we  can  be  guilty  of,  is  that  of 
fliewing  too  much  CompalTion  and  Pity  for  thofe  innocent 
Perfons,  who  have  by  the  Frauds  of  others  become  proper 
Objefts  of  Compaffion. 

*  It  cannot,  I  think,  be  faid,  that  we  are  beginning  at  the 
wrong  End,  by  voting  for  a  500,0001.  Lottery,  before  we 
know  the  Number  of  the  Sufferers  that  are  Objeds  of  Com- 
paffion, or  the  Sum  that  will  be  wanted  forgiving  them  a  pro- 
per Relief;  becaufe.  Sir,  we  are  not  row  to  fettle  the  Scheme 
of  the  Lottery  :  Before  that  is  fettled,  there  will  be  Time 
to  inquire  into  what  Sum  will  be  neceffary  for  giving  fuch 
Relief,  and  according  as  that  Sum  is  large  or  fmall,  the 
Lottery  may  be  made  the  more  or  the  lefs  advantageous  for 
the  Adventurers  ;  If  100,000 1.  Ihould  be  found  to  be  ne- 
ceffary for  relieving  all  thofe  of  the  Sufferers,  who  are  really 
Objeds  of  Compaffion,  there  muft  be  a  fifth  Part  of  the  Money 

contri- 
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contributed  by  the  Adventurers  funk  for  the  Ufa  of  the  Suf-  Anno  6.  Geo.  n. 
ferers ;  and,  if  it  fhould  be  found,  that  half  that  Sum  will  \_^-^^^~  ,  _j 
be  fufficient  for  the  End  propofed,  then  it  will  not  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  fmk  above  one  tenth  of  the  Money  contributed  by 
the  Adventurers  ;  and  whatever  is  thus  funk  by  the  Adven- 
turers, is  not  really  to  be  looked  on  as  Money  thrown  away, 
it  is  to  be  looked  on  as  fo  much  Money  given  by  them  for 
a  charitable  Ufe  ;  and  the  raifmg  of  this  Charity  by  way  of 
Lottery,  is  propofed  only  as  an  Inducement  for  fome  People 
to  contribute  towards  a  charitable  Ufe,  who  would  not  per- 
haps otherwife  contribute  to  the  moll  charitable  Ufe  that 
can  be  imagined.' 

Then  Sir  Jofeph  Jekyll  fpoke  again  :  Sirjcfephjtkyii. 

Sir, 

*  I  am  very  much  convinced,  and  I  find  it  is  generally         , 
allowed,  that   a  Lottery  is  in  itfelfa  bad  Thing  ;    and,   I 
think  it  is  likewife  allowed,  that  there  is  no  Reafon  for  our 
coming  into   fuch  a  Meafure  at  prefent,  but  only  the  Ne- 
ceflity  we  are  under,  and  becaufe  no  other  Means  of  Relief 

can  be  thought  of.  There  is  no  Sort  of  Lottery  can  be  fet 
up,  but  what  mull  expofe  Multitudes  of  People  to  be  un- 
done ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  prevent  feveral  of  thofe  frau- 
dulent Praftices,  which  are  always  fet  up  under  the  Sanftion 
of  every  Publick  Lottery.  If  then  a  Lottery  be  in  itfelf  a 
bad  Thing,  furely  the  lefs  we  have  of  it  the  better ;  why 
fhould  we  vote  for  a  Lottery  of  500,0001.  if  one  of  250,000!. 
will  do  the  Biilinefs  ?  This  Confideration alone  miikes  it.  Sir, 
in  my  Opinion,  neceffary  firfl  to  confider  who  arc  Objefts  of 
Compaffion,  and  what  Sum  will  be  fufhcient  to  relieve 
them  ;  for  if  upon  fuch  Inquiry  it  be  found  that  a  Lot- 
tery of  250,0001.  will  be  fufficient  for  the  End  propofed,  it 
would  certainly  be  very  wrong  in  us  to  vote  a  Lottery  of 
500,000!.  for  we  feem  all  to  be  convinced,  that  a  Lottery 
for  any  Sum  will  do  Mifchief ;  but  a  Lotteiy  for  a  fmall  Sum 
can  never  do  fo  much  Mifchief  as  one  for  a  larger.' 

Mr  Heathcote  fpoke  next  as  follows :  M.-Hcaihcotc. 

Sir, 

*  I  mud  confefs  that  what  is  now  propofed  feems  to  be 
a  new  Method  of  raifmg  Charity  ;  but  I  hope  the  charitable 
Difpofition  of  the  People  of  this  Nation  is  not  as  yet  fo 
much  decayed,  as  to  make  it  necefiary  to  tricit  them  into 
the  giving  of  Charity  ;  when  they  arc  fully  convinced  uiat 
the  UCe,  tor  which  the  Money  h  raifcd,  h  really  chan  table, 
in  fuch  Cafes  I  have  never  as  vet  obferved  the  People  back- 
ward in  their  Contributions ;  I  am,  indeed,  afraid  that  the 
Objects  of  Charity  no  ■.'  under  our  Cunfiden-t'on  would  not 
meet  with  any  great  Relief  from  the  People  ;  for  the  Ge- 
iier::iity  of  tiie  People  do  generally  think,   that  thofe  wlio 
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are  undone  by  any  fort  of  Gaming  or  Stockjobbing,  are  not 
proper  ObjeiSb  ot  Charity.  Thoie  who  are  ruined  by  Ship- 
wrecks, by  Fire,  or  fuch  Accidents,  are  certainly  much, 
greater  Objedls  of  Charity,  and  more  intitled  to  a  Parliamen- 
tary Relief,  than  thofe  who  ever  were  or  ever  can  be  undone 
.  by  the  Management  of  any  Publick  Stock  whatever ;  be- 
caufe- every  Proprietor  may  look  into  the  Affairs  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  may  prevent  the  Mifmanagement,  if  he  is  but  to- 
lerably careful  of  his  own  Intereit  ;  and  yet  we  have  never 
feen  any  of  the  former  fo  much  as  claim  a  Relief  from  Par- 
liament. 

'  I  muft  obferve.  Sir,    that  what  we  are  now  about  may 
come  to  be  a  very  bad  Precedent;  it  will  for  the  future  make 
ail  Proprietors  of  Publick  Funds  lefs  careful  of  their  Direftors 
and  iVIanagers ;  fo  that  I  am  afraid,  we  may  have  many  Ap- 
plications of  the  fame  Nature.     There  is  now  a  Company 
under    our  Confideration,    which   will  iikewifc,   I  beiieve, 
ftand  in  need  of  the  fame  fort  of  Relief ;  and  I  do  not  know, 
but  that  in  nine  or  ten  Years,  another  great  Company  may 
■   find  themfelves  under  a  Neceility  of  applying  for  fomething 
of  the  fame  Nature  ;  efpecially   if  they  ihould  go  on  witii 
their   prefent   Scheme  of  diminifhing  fo  confiderably  their 
Trading  Capital,  and  loading  it  with  all  the  Debts  they  now 
owe.     For  thefe  Reafons,  Sir,    as  well  as  a  great  many  o- 
ther?,  I  cannot  but  be  againft  the  Motion  now  in  hand.' 
This  Debate  being  over,  a  Motion  was  made.    That  the 
A  Lottery  of       ,  Chairman  leave  the  Chair  :  But  the  Quellion  being  put  there- 
Rd.'tf of'thcEuf^'^  "P0"»  ^^   was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  85  to  6 1  ;    after 
fcfcr<;  L.v  the  Chi- .  vvhich    the  Committee  came   to  ievcral  Refolatio:is,    which 

riubitCurpurition.  ,r>  j  jniii  i-r 

upon  the  Report  were  agreed  to  ;  and  a  rs:!!  brought  m  for 
the  Pvelief  of  the  Sufferers  by  a  Lottery  of  500,0001,   which. 
.  paifed  into  a  Law. 

June  1 1 .  I'he  King  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  the 
Commons  attending,  his  Majefty  made  the  following  Speech 
to  both  Hou.'es. 


put:;,-  ;  ;..n  i 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
<  /-y-^  H  E  Seafon  of  the  Ye.ir,  and  the  Difpatch  you  have 
tile  2jx:h  suricn.    "     J[      given   to  tiie  Pubuck  BuhneA,    m;i!;c  it  proper  fbr 
'  nie  to  put  an  End  to  this  Sefficn  of  Parliament. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Koufe  of  Commone, 
"  1  return  ycu  my  I'hanks  for  the  Provifions  you   have 
'  made  for  the  Service  of  the  current  Yer.r.      i  have  never 
'  demanded  any  Supplier  of  my  People,    but  wha:  were  ab- 
'  foluteJy  neceilary  lor  the  Honour,  Safety  and   Defence  of 
'  me  and  my  Kingilom  ;  and  i  am  always  b^It  pleaied,  when 
'  the  Pubiick  Expenccs  are  fupply'd  in  a  Maiiuer  leail  uur- 
■  thenfome  to  my  ifubjeiL. 

My 


(    401     ) 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  I  cannot  pafs  by  unoblerved,  the  wicked  Endeavours, 
**  that  have  lately  been  nude  Ufe  of  to  inflame  the  Minds 
**  of  the  People,  an  J  by  the  moic  unjull  Mifreprefentations, 
**  to  raife  Tumults  and  Difordeis,  that  almoit  threatned  the 
*'  Peace  of  the  Kingdom  ;  but  I  depend  upon  the  Force  of 
*'  Truth,  to  remove  the  groundlefs  Jealouiies,  that  have 
*'  been  raifed,  of  Defigns  carrying  on  againft  the  Liberties 
*•  of  my  People,  and  upon  your  known  Fidelity,  to  defeat 
**  and  fruftrate  the  Expeftations  of  fuch  as  delight  in  Con- 
f  fufion.  It  is  my  Inclination,  and  has  always  b*'en  my 
♦'  Study,  to  preferve  the  Religious  and  Civil  R.ghts  of  all 
*'  my  Subjedb, 

*•  Let  it  be  your  Care  to  undeceive  the  Deluded,  and  to 
*'  make  them  fenfible  of  their  prefent  Happinefs,  and  the 
"  Hazard  they  run  of  being  unwnrily  drawn,  by  fjiecious 
*'  Pretences,  into  their  own  Deftrudion." 

After  which,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefry's  Com-  The  Parikme 
mand,    prorogued    the  Parliament  to  the    26th  of  July  :  !"^°™s''cd. 
They  were  afterwards  farther  prorogued  to  the  i  7th  of  Ja- 
nuary. 
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